
THE WORD AND WORK

ALL THINGS NEW
“Behold, I make all things new,” says the Lord Jesus Christ. It 

is his prerogative, his only, to do that, and for us there is no precious 
boon like that in all the world. The old things are ruined, doomed 
to perdition: the old creation, marred through sin; the old life, ebbing 
away into death; the old record, stained with sin and guilt; the old na-  
ture, it “waxeth corrupt after the lusts of deceit.” What a priceless,, 
unspeakable privilege to shuffle it all off and to receive the new things 
from the Lord Jesus!. “If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature;    
the old things are passed away; behold, they are become new. But all 
things are of God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ.’’ (II 
Corinthians. 5 :17.) In Christ — a new man; a new life; a new, clean 
record; a new heart; a new body also in due time; a new Jerusalem; 
a new heaven and earth: “Behold, I  make all things new!” Grant 
us, Lord Jesus, to be renewed in the spirit of our minds, that our lives 
may now testify aloud to thy renewing power, and others seeing it 
shall come to thee for a new beginning. 
BACKWARD AND FORWARD

In one sense it is not good to look back; in another sense it is 
necessary. The people of God can never forget “the hole whence they 
were digged;” that at one time they were “separate from Christ, alien
ated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the cove- 
nants of the promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” 
They must not forget how God led and cared for them all along the 
road, nor their experiences by the way: their victories and failures and 
the causes of them; their vows and the purposes of their hearts toward 
God; nor (as many are prone), their first love, nor the object of the 
journey on which by God’s grace they started. We can never forget 
that we are sinners redeemed by blood, nor can we cease to deplore 
and deprecate all our past sins.

Nevertheless, we may not idly repine over past follies and failures, 
nor suffer them to take the heart out of us for the coming days; but 
rather let us make them the ground for praise of the marvelous mercy 
of God, and let those dark memories fill us with deep thankfulness and 
hope because of the unfailing grace of God. Nor can we look back 
with satisfaction upon past achievements and successes, as if we had 
arrived at the summit, or as if the armor might now be laid down. 
Neither the good nor the bad of the bygone days should be depended 
on as fixing the issue of the days that are yet to come. The end is not
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yet. The clays ahead, be they ever so many or only a very few 
(God knoweth), are of vastly more importance to us now  than 

all that went before. The attitude with which we face these 
days and the spirit and purpose with which we live them will 
determine the outcome of our lives.
MUCH LAND YET

“There remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.” (Joshua 
13:1.) Undoubtedly. We need not be discouraged because of the 
past, for there are good things ahead: resources as yet untouched; privi- 
leges and blessings unavailed of; so that the future need not be as 
poor as the past. Let us take hold with good courage. Neither can 
we be content and satisfied with the past record. In the face of the 
fact that there is more land to be possessed; more work ahead, and 
more power and blessing with which to do it; higher ground to be 
attained, and grace abundant to reach it; it would be a sin to run in 
the lazy rut of past days and years. Not that I would in the least imply 
that we have any ground at all for thinking that we are come to the 
point where we may safely “let well-enough alone.” Far from it. 
Those who have really taken hold and served God will be the last 
people in the world to think anything like that; and the rest must not 
think it. As a matter of fact, we have not wrought any deliverances 
in earth, neither have the enemy’s towers fallen. The church of Christ 
has not held up its light so as to compel the children of the world to 
bow their heads and acknowledge that God is among us. Few of our 
works have been found perfected before our God. The little lamp of 
faith has struggled but dimly through the gloom of our selfishness. 
Earthborn clouds have hid the stars of hone from many eyes. The 
fires of love are smothered beneath the stifling motives of the flesh. 
There surely is no room for complacency. There is much room, how
ever, for repentance; for selfabasement before our God; and (O, the 
privilege!) for a new beginning with sure prospect of better things.

“There remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.” Much 
land that is ours by right is held in usurpation by the devil. There are 
energies that can be released to the blessed service of God: money held 
back, that can be turned into a power of blessing through Jesus Christ; 
bodies still enchained in the slavery of selfish indulgence, that must 
be presented to God as living sacrifices. On God’s side there are 
fountains that surely shall be opened on condition: peace and power, 
joy in the Holy Spirit; grace upon grace unto a fuller, truer, holier 
life, whose praise is, if not of men, certainly of God. If our mediocre, 
commonplace, tame, customary sort of Christianity were the best thing 
and the only thing attainable, we should have valid excuse. But if we 
fail to possess the land when it is before us and for us and God orders 
us ahead, we are excuseless with God. There will be many, no doubt, 
who will be lost because they never m eant their Christianity, nor ever 
made it their real business and concern, but played at it and dabbled 
forever. Let us make a short, sharp turn in this matter, and live unto 
God with all our hearts; trusting God that as our days are, so shall 
our strength be.
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MEN WHO HAVE NO CHANGES
The men who have no changes are the men who do not fear 

God. (Psalm 55:19.) Under present conditions there is no greater 
obstacle in the Way of many well-meaning men, Christians who really 
desire to please God, than their prosperity in earthly things: their 
wealth, comfort, success, and smooth course of life. What is generally 
considered calamitous — the breaking up of such tranquility — is 
oftenest one of God’s great mercies. The reverses, dangers, difficul
ties, trials, sufferings that befall his people are of God’s goodness; for 
it is not his will that any of these little ones should perish. Men are 
so easily sunk in a rut of carnal convenience and ease. Much of the 
deadness and unhappiness of Christians is traceable to what in physical 
ailment would be called “fatty degeneration of the heart.” It is a piti
ful testimony, but nevertheless true, that most of us need trouble to 
keep us straight. Therefore the faithful Father gives us our share — 
not too much, nor yet too little — when, where, and as we need it, 
adapting and apportioning it in perfect wisdom. “Whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he recciveth.” 
Rut the chastening is always from his hands, regardless of the people 
or other instrumentalities through which it may come; and it is always 
a blessing.. (Romans 8:28.) It is always “for our profit, that we may 
be partakers of his holiness.” (Hebrews 12:10.) Nor have we any
thing to dread. He is always with us. (Isaiah 43:1, 2.) Underneath 
us are the everlasting arms.
CONFIDENT EASE

“Moab has been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled on 
his lees” — like wine that has stood long in its first cask; “and hath not 
been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: 
therefore his taste remaineth in him, and his scent [“flavor,” as we 
would call it] is not changed.” (Jeremiah 48:11.) Moab was an enter
prising people: able, industrious, successful, wealthy. But the very 
advantages of a nation, as of a family or an individual, may easily be
come curses. Moab had had no changes. They consequently became 
very self-sufficient, confident, and independent, and wise in their own 
conceit. “We have heard of the pride o f M oab,” the prophet con
tinues, “that he is very p rou d ; his loftiness, and his pride, and his 
arrogancy, and the haughtiness of his heart.” (Verse 29.) Nor was 
that the case only in reference to men: they exalted themselves against 
God likewise.

The outcome of that is inevitable: it means judgment. “Pride 
goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit, before a fall.” (Prov. 
16:18.) Therefore “Moab shall be destroyed from being a people, 
because he hath magnified himself against Jehovah.” (Jeremiah 48: 
42.) “Therefore, behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, that I will send 
unto him them that pour off, and they shall pour him off; and they 
shall empty his vessels, and break their bottles in pieces.” (Verse
12.) There is no more prosperous country in the world than the 
United States. Even the poor among us are generally well off when 
compared with the poor of other countries. And we have many Chris
tians (though as a people they are not rich) who have abundance, and
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some overabundance. Great is our obligation to administrate our 
means (which are the Lord’s) so as to carry a blessing to others in 
accordance with God’s will, and that thus, in turn, our means may 
become a blessing to us. For there is a curse upon all that is selfishly 
gotten and selfishly held.
JESHURUN’S FATNESS

When Jeshurun waxed fat, he kicked. “Thou are grown thick, 
thou art become sleek; then he forsook God who made him, and lightly 
esteemed the Rock of his salvation.” (Deuteronomy 32:15.) Jeshu- 
run’s ease, through the wrong bent of his carnal heart, became a snare 
unto him. In the enjoyment of the good gifts he forgot the Giver; 
and they came to feel themselves independent of Him who is the only 
source of all good. They came to appreciate things without reference 
to Him who made them and gave them. They grasped at things and 
clutched them fast; but Him in whom all their hope lay, and who held 
in his hands their very souls and breath, they let go. In the sufficiency 
of all things around them died that sense of need which drives men 
to God for help. And as they lost their sense of need, they lost the 
sense of God’s presence and reality. He was not necessary to their 
philosophy of life. The theory that God personally notices, helps, 
guides, provides, gives, withholds, to them was wild and irrational. 
Such and such like points did Jeshurun emphasize in his days of fatted 
unbelief, and he could sit in his sunshine and preach a fine gospel 
of “self-help” to the man in the shade. But God was to all practical 
purpose explained out of his Universe. But, behold, the days come, 
saith Jehovah, that I shall wipe away the reproach of my people, and 
will lay low the haughtiness of the proud. “And it shall come to pass 
at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with lamps; and I will punish 
the men that are settled on their lees, that say in their heart, Jeh ov ah
will not do good, neither will he do evil.” (Zephaniah 1:12.)

*  *  *

IF WE KNEW
If we knew God, we would love him and serve him forever.
If we knew the meaning of the cross, we should never again glory 

in ourselves.
If we knew our weakness and danger, we should hold very close 

to the Lord.
If we knew the love of God, we should no more hesitate to bring 

all our guilt and burden to him than a child would fear to go to its 
mother with its troubles.

If we knew the power of the Savior, we could never despair.
If we knew the virtue of the blood of Christ, we would never again 

do without perfect peace and assurance of salvation for even one day.
If we knew how mighty forces are set in operation by a Christian’s 

prayer, we would consider it as the chief means to receive and accom
plish every truly desirable object.

If we knew the secret of walking by the Spirit, we would no more 
fulfill the lust of the flesh.

If we knew the value of the privilege of being children of God, we 
would not sell our birthright for a mess of pottage.
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NEW S AND NOTES
GREETINGS

W ith  th is  issu e th e  W o r d and 
W o rk  la u n c h e s  fo r th  in to  a  New 
Y e a r  w ith  th e  sam e s te a d fa s t  p u r
pose to  g iv e  to  its  re a d e rs  th e  w hole 
cou n se l o f  God. T h is  is no tim e  
to  cu rry  fa v o r  n o r to  com p rom ise 
fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  a d v a n ta g e . W e 
a re  liv in g  in om inou s tim e s . S in  
is ra m p a n t on ev ery  hand and the 
s ig n s  o f  H is com in g  m u ltip ly . T h is  
is  th e  tim e  fo r  m en o f  co n v ic tio n  to 
com e o u t in th e  open and  ta k e  a 
s ta n d  fo r  G od’s w hole  tr u th  and 
to  e n c o u ra g e  th o se  w ho d e c la re  
it . W e  hope to  g iv e  to  ou r re a d e rs  
an even  b e t te r  m in is try  o f  th e  p r in t 
ed p ag e  d u rin g  1 9 4 8 . W e so lic it  
y o u r p ra y e rs  and  p a tro n a g e .

G a lla tin . T e n n .:  “ T h e  y e a r  1 9 4 7  
h as b e e n , on th e  w hole, a  good 
y e a r  fo r  us h e re  a t  G a lla tin . E x a c t  
fig u res  n o t  b e in g  a t  h an d , only  a 
g e n e r a l  re p o r t  can  be m ade.

“ T h e re  w as a  V a c a tio n  B ib le  
S ch o o l in Ju n e  w ith  an a v e ra g e  
a tte n d a n c e  o f  2 2 8 . B re th r e n  
R o b e r t  N eil, Η. N. R u th e r fo rd , 
L eo n  G ib son , and  th e  w rite r  spoke 
in th e  ev en in g s. S e v e ra l o f  our 
y o u n g  p eop le  co n fe sse d  C h ris t and 
w ere b ap tized .

“ B r o th e r  R o b e r t  N eil h as  been  
w o rk in g  w ith  ou r y ou n g  p eop le  
e a ch  S u n d a y  n ig h t in B ib le  study 
an d  in s in g in g . O ur B ib le  school 
a tte n d a n c e  h as b een  th e  b e st in  th e  
h is to ry  o f  th e  ch u rch  u n d er the 
lead ersh ip  o f  B r o th e r  W . B . H u n te r .

“ A w e e k ’s m e e tin g  th is  fa l l ,  in 
w hich B r o th e r  H. C. C row d er did 
th e  p re a c h in g  in a v ery  a c ce p ta b le  
m a n n er, y ie ld ed  th e  b e s t a t te n d 
a n c e  in y e a r s  and re s u lte d  in th re e  
p erson s ta k in g  th e ir  s ta n d  w ith  the 
ch u rch . T h e re  h av e  b een  som e 
a d d itio n s  a t  re g u la r  se rv ic e s  th ro u g h  
th e  y e a r .

“ T h e  c o n g re g a tio n  is in re g u la r  
fe llo w sh ip  w ith  B o w lin g  G reen  and 
S p rin g  H ill O rp h an  H om es, c o n 
tr ib u te s  re g u la r ly  to  th e  colored  
w ork and sen d s m o n th ly  to  the 
C h ris tia n  w ork  in Ja p a n . I t  has 
a lso  a ssiste d  in th e  M e r r it t  tra v e l 
fu n d  and  sev e ra l lo ca l c h a r itie s . 
T h e ir  c o n tr ib u tio n s  have b e e n , we 
fe e l ,  q u ite  l ib e ra l . In  ad d itio n  we 
h av e  an  ‘E x p a n sio n  F u n d ’ fo r  b u ild 
in g  and  re m o d e lin g  p u rp oses, w hich

by th e  tim e  th is  re a c h e s  th e p ress 
will be ov er th e  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  m ark .

“ In c lu d in g  a  M ond ay B ib le  class 
and  th e  B ib le  sch oo l, th e  chu rch  
con d u cts  s ix  s e rv ic e s  a w eek. W e 
th a n k  God and  ta k e  c o u ra g e  as we 
clo se  th e  y e a r ’s w o rk .” —  H. L. 
01m steack_

D u g g er, I n d . : “ W e have had
one r e s to r a t io n  and  m em b ersh ip  
s in ce  ou r la s t  re p o rt. W e a re  e n 
d ea v o rin g  to  te a c h  our y ou n g  people 
th e  B ib le  on T h u rsd a y  a fte rn o o n s  
a f t e r  d ay school is ov er. E n r o ll 
m en t and  in te r e s t  a re  b e t te r  th an  
we e x p e c te d  w hen we s ta r te d  m ak 
in g  ou r p lan s. J u s t  r e c e n tly  a 
B ib le  t r a in in g  c la ss  fo r  o ld er s tu 
d en ts  w as s ta r te d . T h is  w e have 
on T u esd a y  n ig h ts  and  th e  in te re s t  
has been  fine th u s fa r .

“ A n e n th u s ia s tic  T h a n k sg iv in g  
s erv ice  w as e n jo y ed  by a ll a t  th e  
B e r e a  c o n g r e g a tio n , fo u r  m iles w est 
o f  h e r e .” —  M a u rice  C ly m o re .

B r o th e r  C lym ore  re p o r ts  th a t  
o v er th re e  hu nd red  d o lla rs  c a m e  in 
fo r  th e  A rth u r  P h illip s  fu n d  d u rin g  
th e  m on th  o f  N ovem b er. A few  
c o n g re g a tio n s  hav e p rom ised  to  
help  re g u la r ly  in th is  w ork. B r o th 
e r P h illip s  and  fa m ily  a re  to  v isit 
D u g g e r the f irs t  S u n d a y  o f th e 
y e a r , and , th e r e a f te r ,  to  spend  som e 
tim e  in L o u isv ille . M uch m ore 
m on ey m u st be co n tr ib u te d  b e fo re  
B r o th e r  P h illip s  w ill be a b le  to 
sa il fo r  h is ch osen  field . G ifts  
should  be s e n t  to  M a u rice  C lym ore, 
D u g g er, In d ia n a .

C h a tta n o o g a . T e n n . : “ T h e  M c-
C all i e A v en u e ch u rch  is g e ttin g  
a lo n g  v e ry  w ell. A tte n d a n c e , in te r 
est and  o ffe rin g s  a re  good . In  
ad d itio n  to  o u r re g u la r  w ork ( in 
clu d in g  ra d io ) w e have $ 3 0  p er 
m on th  fo r  fo re ig n  m issio n a ry  w ork. 
T h e  d eb t to  ou r ch u rch  p ro p e rty  is 
a b o u t th re e -fo u r th s  p aid  ou t. One 
o f  th e  s is te rs  in th e  ch u rch  is c a r r y 
in g  n o te s  on our p ro p e r ty  w ith ou t 
in te r e s t .  W e fe e l  th e  hand  o f  th e  
L o rd  is w ith  u s .” —  E . H, H oover.

B r o th e r  E . L . Jo rg e n s o n  e x p e c ts  
to  le a v e  L o u isv ille  la te  th is  m on th  
fo r  a m on th  or so in  th e  W e st.

“ A  crow d e stim a te d  a t  fo u r  
h u nd red  h ea rd  B r o th e r  H. L . O lm - 
s tea d , G a lla tin , T e n n e s se e , b rin g



a g r e a t  m essag e  a t  th e  H ig h land  
C h u rch , L o u isv ille , on T h a n k sg iv in g  
day. W h en  th e  to ta l  o ffe r in g s  w ere  
in , ov er $ 1 ,0 0 0  had  b een  c o n tr i
b u ted  to  th e  C h ris tia n  E d u ca tio n  
E x p a n sio n  P ro g ra m .” —  N. W ilso n  
B u rk s .

1500 NAMES WANTED
A g o a l o f  1 5 0 0  s u b scrip tio n s  to  

th e  W ord  and  W o rk  d u rin g  Ja n u a r y  
and  F e b r u a r y  m ay seem  to  be a 
la rg e  o rd er, b u t b e fo re  d ism issin g  
th e  id ea  le t  us th in k  it  ov er.

A rou n d  a th ou san d  n am es a re  
y e t  re n e w a b le  f o r  D e c em b e r and  
Ja n u a r y  and  sev e ra l m ore w ill e x 
p ire  in F e b r u a r y . S e v e ra l ren ew  
sin g ly  e a ch  y e a r  and  w e can  co u n t 
on th em . O th ers  g a th e r  in c lu b s o f  
fro m  fo u r  to  f i f ty  n am es (a n d  m o re) 
as  r e g u la r ly  as  th e  N ew  Y e a r  ro lls  
a ro u n d ; th e y  w ill a c c o u n t fo r  a  
fe w  h u nd red .

B u t  th e se  r e g u la rs , who ra lly  
to  our su p p o rt w ith o u t s o lic ita tio n , 
w ill need  h elp  i f  w e a re  to  re a c h  
1 5 0 0  fo r  th e  tw o m on ths. Som e 
w ill ju s t  n o t  g iv e in th e ir  n am es 
w ith o u t b e in g  re m in d e d ! T h u s  we 
need  a p erso n  in ea ch  c o n g re g a tio n  
w ho w ill m ak e  i t  his o r h e r  b u sin ess  
to  g a th e r  up nam es.

So m e m ay  w ish to  help  by  sen d 
in g  g i f t  c lu b s or g i f t s  to  be used 
on c lu b s se le c te d  b y  us fro m  our 
files.

P e rh a p s  as m an y  as 5 0 0  w ho a re  
in te re s te d  en o u g h  to  re a d  th is  
colu m n w ill be  co n ce rn e d  a b o u t o u r 
re a c h in g  th is  g o a l a t  th e  tu r n  o f  th e  
y e a r .

A ll o f  th is , a lo n g  w ith  th e  k n o w l
edge th a t  God is a lso  in te re s te d  in 
o u r sen d in g  th e  G osp el m essag e  
in to  m an y  h om es, fills us w ith  hope 
th a t  o u r p ra y e rs  an d  e ffo rts  w ill 
be crow n ed  w ith  su ccess.

W e  s till  o ffe r  th e  P a c e  C a rto o n  
c a le n d a r , c o n ta in in g  a  la r g e  c a r 
to o n  fo r  e a ch  m o n th , fo r  a  c lu b  o f  
fo u r , and  an  a t t r a c t iv e  sce n ic  p ic 
tu r e  b ook  w ith  a p p ro p ria te  te x ts  
ca lled  “ T h e  L iv in g  W o rd ” f o r  a  clu b  
o f  te n  n am es. T h e  p r i c e  
is $1  th e  s u b s c r ip tio n ; s in g les , $ 1 . 
2 5 . T h o se  w ho send  in  te n  n am es 
a re  e n tit le d  to  one f r e e  s u b s cr ip 
tio n .

Children’s Home Rally
S e v e ra l co n g re g a tio n s  o f  L o u is 

v ille  w ere  re p re s e n te d  in th e  sp ecia l 
C h ild re n ’s H om e ra lly  held  a t  th e  
F i f t h  and  M congregation on T u e s 

day n ig h t, D e c e m b e r  1 6 . B ro th e r  
D. H. F r ie n d  w as c h ie f  s p e a k e r  o f 
th e  o cca s io n  and  B r o th e r  H ow ard  
M arsh  m a s te r  o f  c ere m o n ie s . T h o se  
p re s e n t a lso  e n jo y e d  sp e c ia l s in g in g  
by a fe w  o f  th e  S e lle rs b u rg  y o u n g  
p eop le . B r o th e r  M arsh  g a v e  a 
r e p o r t  on th e  p ro g re ss  o f  th e  H om e 
and  in tro d u c e  th e  m a tro n  and  c h il
d ren . F o r  th e  la c k  o f  room  tw e n ty - 
n in e  ch ild re n  hav e a lre a d y  b een  r e 
fu se d  c o n sid e ra tio n  f o r  ad m itta n ce . 
A  new  u n it is to  be b u ilt  as soon 
as th e  w e a th e r  p e rm its . B r o th e r  
F r ie n d  m ad e an  e x c e lle n t  sp eech .

. To B ib le  re a d e rs  who h av e  b een  
u n ab le  to  find a  p en  su ita b le  fo r  
m a rk in g  in d ia  p a p e r : th e  new  B a ll  
P o in t  p en s, w hile  n o t e n tir e ly  sa tis- 
fa c to r y  fo r  a ll w r itin g  p u rp o ses, a re  
p e r fe c t  fo r  th is  p u rp ose . T h e  ink 
d ep o sit is so s lig h t th a t  i t  does 
n o t show  th ro u g h  or ru n . —  E . L . J .

In te r e s te d  Su n d ay  sch o o l c lasses  
and in d iv id u als can  s t il l  s e c u re  th e  
W ord  and  W o rk  q u a r te r ly  fo r  th e  
firs t  q u a r te r  o f  1 9 4 8  as w e have 
sev e ra l on han d s a f t e r  m a k in g  re g u 
la r  d e liv eries . T h e  p ric e  is 1 0 ¢ 
each  in an y  q u a n tity . Y o u  w ill n o t 
find a q u a r te r ly  th a t  e x c e lls  th e  
W ord  and  W o rk  q u a r te r ly  in g o in g  
to  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  lesso n  and  in 
k e e p in g  a t te n tio n  fixed  on th e  B ib le  
its e lf .  O rd er fro m  th is  office.

WAITING ON THE LORD
T h o se  w ho hav e an  in te r e s t  in  a 

C h ris tia n  C o lleg e  f o r  L ou isv ille  
should  know  in  th e  n e a r  fu tu r e  a s  to 
w h e th e r it  is th e  L o rd ’s w ill fo r  us 
to  s e c u r e  th e  M a rin e  H osp ita l. 
T h is  w ould  be an  id ea l p lace  fo r  
su ch  an in s titu tio n  and  is to  b e  d is
posed  o f  soon , a c co rd in g  to  re p o rts . 
A  le t t e r  h as b een  s e n t  th ro u g h  th e  
p ro p er c h a n n e ls  to  W a sh in g to n  
s o lic it in g  fin a l w ord  fro m  th em  as  to 
w hen  and  how  d isp o sitio n  w ill be 
m ad e and  w h a t ou r n e x t  m ove 
should  be. I f  i t  d oes n o t tu rn  ou t 
to  be th e  L o rd ’s w ill f o r  us to  hav e 
th is  p ro p e rty , w e hope to  b u ild  add
ed ro o m s on th e  p re s e n t  school 
g ro u n d s th is  su m m er. T h is  is  a good 
w ork and  w o rth y  o f  o u r su p p ort. 
T h e  tim e  is r ip e  f o r  us to  u n ite  in 
a sk in g  th e  L o rd  to  do g r e a t  th in g s 
f o r  o u r c h ild re n , and  y o u n g  people 
fo r  H is N a m e’s sak e .

P le a s e  re n e w  your subscription 
promptly.



B r o th e r  B e r n a r d  W rig h t, m issio n a ry  to  C h in a , who p rea ch ed  in New 
O rle a n s  fo r  sev e ra l m o n th s fo llo w in g  B r o th e r  M u llin s, has decided  to  r e 
tu r n  to  N ew  O rle a n s  to  do m iss io n a ry  w ork  in and  o u t o f  th e  c ity , m ak in g  
S e v e n th  and  C am p his hom e b ase . W e a re  happ y th a t  he is com in g  to  
L o u is ia n a  a g a in , and  p erh ap s  w e m ay g e t  to  see  him  b e fo re  v e ry  lo n g . —  
Iv y  J .  I s t r e ,  Je n n in g s , L o u is ia n a .

--------------------------------o —-----------------------------

WHY SOME CHURCHES ARE LOSING GRIP
"Why is the church losing her grip?” This question was proposed 

in a New York evening paper a few years ago, and of the answers 
received the following was thought worthy of special notice:

“ W h y  is th e  ch u rch  lo sin g  h e r  g r ip ?  S h e  is g e t t in g  m ixed  up 
w ith  w o rld ly  a ffa irs . Sh e  is h a n d in g  o u t th e  f r u it  o f  th e  ‘T r e e  o f  
K n o w le d g e ’ (s c ie n c e  and  a r t )  in s te a d  o f fe e d in g  th e  people w ith  th e  
f r u i t  o f  th e  ‘T r e e  o f  L i f e ’ ( th e  B ib le ) .  M od ern  C h ris tia n ity  is 
t r y in g  to  c iv iliz e  th e  w orld  in stea d  o f  e v a n g e liz in g  it . T h e re  
is  th e  c a u s e !

“ T h e  ch u rch  h as a  n o b le  aim  in ‘u p lif t in g  m a n k in d ’ —  th a t ’s 
tru e  —  b u t she w ill n e v e r  su cceed  in c o n v e r tin g  sou ls by first w o rk in g  
f o r  th e  c o m fo r t  o f  th e  b o d y ! A ll tru e  re fo rm s  m u st w ork fro m  insid e 
—  ou tw ard . G e t th e  h e a r t  fixed  on God and  th e  cro ss  first, and  th e  
o u tsid e  su rro u n d in g s  w ill ta k e  c a re  o f  th e m se lv e s .”

An editor of a religious magazine adds these pertinent lines:
“ A  fr ie n d  w rite s  us fro m  th e  P a c i f ic  C o a s t : ‘M any o f  our 

ch u rch e s  c ea se  to  be hou ses o f  w orship  and  a re  m e re ly  p la ces  o f 
S u n d a y  e n te r ta in m e n t, and  S u n d a y  i t s e l f  has cea sed  to  b e th e  L o rd ’s 
day. T h e  d ay is d evoted  to  ev ery b o d y  and  to  e v e ry th in g  e lse  b u t to  
H im se lf. C o lu m b u s D ay , L in co ln  D ay , O ld S o ld ie r s ’ D ay , M o th e rs ’ 
D ay , P u r ity  S u n d a y , T u b e rc u lo s is  D ay , A n ti-S a lo o n  D ay , W h ite  
S la v e  D ay , e tc . N o w o n d er H is p re s e n c e  is th e re  no lo n g e r .’ H ow  
tru e  i t  i s !  Ich a b o d  ( th e  g lo ry  is d e p a rte d ) s ta n d s  w r it te n  o v er 
p re se n t-d a y  C h risten d o m . N e ith e r  h o t n o r  cold , b u t lu k ew arm  —  
th a t  is  th e  co n d itio n  o f L a o d ice a  w hich  su rro u n d s us on a ll s id es, and  
e re  lo n g  th e  L o rd  w ill do w h a t he h as th r e a te n e d : ‘I  w ill spew  h e r 
o u t o f  m y m o u th .' ”

SISTER HOLLOWAY
A t th e  good  old a g e  o f  81  o u r b e lov ed  and  e ste e m e d  S is te r  H ollow ay 

conclu d ed  h e r  e a r th ly  p ilg rim a g e  and  e n te re d  in to  h e r  w e ll-e a rn ed  rest, 
S h e  had  serv ed  h e r  ow n g e n e r a tio n  by  th e  w ill o f  God, as fe w  oth ers . 
F o r  she w as e v e r  fa i th fu l ,  and  ab o u n d in g  in th e  w ork  o f th e  L o rd , and  co n 
tin u ed  d o in g  w h a t she cou ld  u n til  h e r  b r ie f  illn ess  w hich  p reced ed  hex 
d ea th , d u rin g  w hich  sh e  w as fa ith fu l ly  ca re d  fo r  in th e  hom e o f  h e r  son, 
W a lla c e  B u rn s . A lth o u g h  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  she w as in  ill-h e a lth  she b ore 
h er a fflic tio n  w ith o u t co m p la in t, and h e r  in d o m ita b le  s p ir it  k e p t h e r  g o in g  
and  w o rk in g , d esp ite  a ll th e  d ifficu lties  and  b u rd en s  o f th e  w ay . A nd, 
w ith a l, she loved  th e  L o rd . S h e  p u t H im  firs t . H is w ork , H is w orship , 
H is w ord , had  p re c e d e n c e  ov er a ll e lse  in h e r  l ife .  I t  is n o t s tra n g e , th e r e 
fo r e , th a t  she w as so g r e a tly  e s te e m e d  in  th e  ch u rch  o f  th e  L o rd  and 
honored  in  l i f e  and  d eath . “ I f  a n y  m an  serv e  m e ,” sa id  th e  L o rd  Je s u s , 
“ him  w ill th e  F a th e r  h o n o r .” N or does th is  m ea n  only  th e  lov e  and  honor 
th a t  fa l ls  to  som e o f G od ’s se rv a n ts  in th is  l i fe ,  b u t  th e  f a r  g r e a te r  re c o m 
pense o f  h o n o r and  p ra ise  and  g lo ry  a t  th e  r e v e la tio n  o f  Je s u s  C h rist. 
T h e n  sh a ll i t  b e  seen  th a t  o u r la b o r  w as n o t in v a in  in th e  L o rd . T h e  
m em ory  o f  S is te r  H ollow ay  —  h e r  fa ith ,  h e r  love , h e r  d ev o tio n , h e r  u n 
t ir in g  e ffo rts  in  G od’s s erv ice  w ill e v e r  b e  an  e n c o u ra g e m e n t and  in s p ira 
tion  to  th o se  w ho kn ew  h e r . —  R . Η . B .
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TWO IRRECONCILABLE LOVES
R. Η. B.

In close proximity two loves are mentioned in the word of God, 
which by their nature and object are utterly removed from each other 
and are wholly irreconcilable. The first was the love which Paul and 
those of like faith with him held. “Henceforth,” he says, “there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right- 
eons judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to me only, but also 
to all them that have loved his appearing.” It is the love of Christ’s 
return; and it is manifested in longing for him, looking for him, wait
ing for him, and working and living in reference to that desired event. 
The other love is mentioned in the second verse after this (II Timothy 
4:10): “Demas forsook me, having loved this present xuorld.” It is 
better rendered in the margin, thus: “Having loved this present age.”

This “present age” here spoken of is, as we are told elsewhere, 
an evil age. (Galatians 1:4.) Satan is its god. (II Corinthians 4:4.) 
It is, and will continue to be to its end, hostile to God and God’s 
interests. In it Christ is still under reproach; and his people, in pro
portion as they are true to him, must bear his reproach with him and 
are persecuted if they would live godly in Christ Jesus. For even 
when the world comes with professions of friendship and oilers its 
advantages to God’s people, it is only the guise of its hostility. To 
make friendship with it is to enter into a relation of enmity toward 
God. (James 4:4.) If any man love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him. (I John 2:15-17.) Now this age terminates at the com
ing of Christ; at which time he will deliver us out of it and from the 
wrath also which must fall upon it. (I Thessalonians 1:10.) If then 
a Christian loves the coming of Christ he cannot at the same time 
love this present age; and, on the other hand, if he loves the present 
age with its opportunities for self-pleasing, its honors, its emoluments, 
its possessions, its ideals, its “success,” its pride and show and pleasure, 
then he would naturally take little stock in Christ’s return, which 
puts an end to this age, nor will he countenance that teaching to any 
great extent. The two loves are incompatible.

TW O LINES OF CONDUCT
Whether a professed Christian loves this present age or loves “his 

appearing” makes all possible difference as to the principle of his life 
and conduct, and in the motive, quality, and kind of his work. If it 
is Christ’s coming on which he has set his hope and his love, then his 
walk will be characterized by a marked unworldliness. He will set 
his mind on things that are above, not on things that are on the earth. 
(Colossians 3:2-4.) In strong contradistinction from those faithless 
Christians who are “enemies of the cross of Christ” (“through which 
the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the world” — 
Galatians 6:14), and whose god is, despite all professions to the con
trary, really nothing more than “the belly” (that is, the desires of the 
fleshly nature which make demands for gratification), and whose chief 
mark is that they “mind earthly things” — in strong contrast to such 
Christians, those who love Christ’s appearing say; “Our citizenship is
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in heaven; whence also we wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be 
conformed to the body of his glory.” (Philippians 3:18-21.) They 
recognize the ruined and sin-cursed condition of a world dead in tres
passes and in sins, and they are not spending their time trying to “im
prove” the world and “develop” things here below; but while endeavor
ing to snatch some as brands from the burning and to present Christ 
to the lost as the only possible help, they patiently await Christ’s return 
and the new order which he himself alone will and can inaugurate.
(Romans 8:18-23.)

They have no abiding city here (Heb. 11:10). Like Abraham, 
they are strangers and pilgrims on the earth, whose home and hope is 
inseparably bound up with their Lard’s return. I11 consequence, they 
hold the things of this world lightly. If the nominal, worldly profes
sion commit fornication with the world, these are true to their Be
trothed, loving the Lord Jesus Christ “with a love incorruptible”
(Ephesians (1:24) an(l walking in holy separation from the world (II 
Corinthians 6:17; Janies 1:27). While those are “conformed to this 
age” in ways and ideals, these are being transformed by the renewing 
of their minds (Romans 12:2) and into the likeness and image of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, whom the world hated and cast out.

TH E COURSE OF DEMAS
Of necessity those Christians (for God is not speaking of outsiders 

in these connections) who have “loved this present age” pursue an 
opposite course from those who “have loved his appearing.” The cross 
does not appeal to them. Paul’s chain was too much for Demas, for 
example. The crown is what they wish, and that here and now. They 
are entwined in their affections in the affairs of the world; intensely 
interested in the progress of the age. Culture; civilization; advance
ments in arts, sciences, discoveries; political reforms; social better
ments; civic improvements; all sorts of earthly institutions, forces, 
movements — these claim their chief interest in some quarters. With 
some the love of the present age appears in their seeking for place and 
for honor, or for ease and pleasure, for “prestige” and worldly success 
and recognition. They dote on numbers and on wealth. They love 
display. They “mind earthly things” (Philippians 3:18,19); and 
those things hold the foreground in their hearts. The “things which 
are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God,” lack 
much of equaling in importance the present matters, both in their 
doctrines and in their practice. Neither is their hope centered in 
Christ and Christ’s return. Their golden age is not directly connected 
with him or conditioned on his return, but on the development of 
present things; it is not to be a thing from above, but of the earth.

That does not mean that they surrender their Christianity and 
go back to the world. Far from it. Demas doubtlessly did not re
nounce his profession when he left Paul, “having loved this present 
age.” Only, Paul’s extreme sort of religion did not please him. He 
was weary of shame, of hardship, and reproach. There is an easier 
way. There is a type of “godliness” that proves to be a way of gain. 
Why should a man renounce everything? Is there no prudent com-

9



promise that combines the comfort of the gospel with the desirable 
things of this age? Surely there is; and “many” had found it even in 
Paul’s day (Philippians 3:18), and many more are finding it now. 
As Abraham is the type of the pilgrims and strangers who claim no 
home here, and who have staked all on the hope of Christ’s return; 
so the type of the Christians that love the present age is found in Lot, 
who pitched his tent toward Sodom and later became a citizen of that 
city, and lost all in Sodom’s judgment. “He that findeth his life shall 
lose it; and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” “If any 
man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me.” “For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of man also 
shall be ashamed of him, when he cometh in the glory of his Father.”

----------------------o----------------------

CONVICTION OF SIN
Leroy Yowell

"I suppose it is just the old Devil in me” is the often and some
times laughingly repeated excuse that the world gives for its meanness. 
Even Christians are sometimes heard to use the expression. If one 
should inquire as to why he said such a thing he probably would laugh 
it off as “idle talk” — and so it is. But underneath all such idle talk 
is a reason. And the Lord Jesus said that “every idle word that men 
shall speak they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment” 
(Matthew 12:36). Whatever other evil may be concealed behind 
such sayings there is one that is almost as old as man and one that is 
so natural to the flesh has to be engaged in unconsciously, namely the 
tendency to hide one’s own sins and guilt.

It would be very fine, we may say, if one could just blame the 
Devil with all our misconduct. If it were the Devil alone who had 
sinned against God then he alone would have to suffer the punish
ment, but, alas, such is not the case, for even though it is true that 
Satan is the unseen force behind man’s sins, “The spirit that now 
worketh in the sons of disobedience,” man, his own self, has “sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God.” “There is none righteous, no 
not one,” for “as through one man sin entered into the world, and 
death through sin; and so death passed unto all men, for that all 
sinned: — (Romans 5:12). It is needless to say that Satan is willing to 
take all the blame that man wishes to put on him, for in so doing the 
man’s real state is hidden from himself, and eventually he too must 
suffer “the eternal fire which is prepared for the Devil and his angels” 
(Matthew 25:41).

Declare Avar on the Devil, condemn the dictators, expose evil men 
in government, denounce bootleggers, rebuke hypocrites in the 
church, demand law enforcement and your acclaim will be long and 
loud. Many a fake revival has swung along on just such preaching. 
But to declare all men — honest men, liars, good men, mean men, 
rich men, poor men, beggars, thieves, murderers, philanthropists, 
educated men, ignorant men, good citizens, scalawags, hard-working
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men, lazy men, white men, black men — ALL MEN without Christ 
as lost sinners, now that is not so popular. But man’s sins and guilt 
must be uncovered, for he will not see Christ as good  until he sees 
himself as bad.

Jesus said that when the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit (John 
14:26), is come He “will convict the world in respect of sin . . (John 
16:8). That this convicting started on the day of Pentecost when the 
Holy Spirit came upon the apostles and that the mouths of the 
apostles were used of the Holy Spirit to do the convicting are plain 
from the record in Acts. But in John 16:19 Jesus gave the reason for 
this convicting: “Because they believe not on me.” Now that was 
the sin of all sins. In fact, all sins are rooted in unbelief, and failure 
to believe God’s Son is the worst kind of unbelief.

To those who had known the Lord Jesus in His personal ministry 
and had rejected and crucified Him came the scathing words of Peter 
on Pentecost: “Ye by the hand of the lawless men did crucify and 
slay” (Acts 2:23); and, later, on Solomon’s porch: “The God of 
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath 
glorified His servant Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied before 
the face of Pilate, when he had determined to release Him. But ye 
denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be 
granted unto you, and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from 
the dead” (Acts 3:13-15). And again: “Repent ye therefore, and 
turn again, that your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19). No such 
words were used by Philip to the Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts 8, for 
he had had no such opportunity to see and know the Savior, and yet 
Philip would hardly have preached unto him Jesus, beginning from 
Isaiah 53:7, without reading also Isaiah 53:5-6: “But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastise
ment of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and Jehovah hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” When 
the thrice married Roman Procurator, Felix, who had a “more exact 
knowledge concerning the Wav. “came before Paul with his wicked 
wife, Drusilla, Paul “reasoned of righteousness, and self control and 
the judgment to come,” and Felix was terrified, though not converted.

And if such was the preaching of the apostles in those days, what 
manner of speech should be ours today to a people who have long 
heard the gospel and rejected it. America today. for the most part, 
is a gospel-hardened nation, whose people will not be reached unless 
we are used of the Spirit to convict them of their sins.

Now convicting men of their sins does not mean nagging, fault
finding, nor meddling in other men’s matters, but such comes from the 
judicious plying of men with the word of God at the right time and 
in the right wav. Speaking truth in love as the Holy Spirit leads, 
and with the boldness that only the Holy Spirit can give.

-------------------- o---------------------

I t  is good to  ch e ck  up on ce  in  a w hile and  m ak e su re  you h av e  n o t 
lo s t  th e  th in g s  th a t  m o n ey  c a n n o t b u y . —  L o rim e r.
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LAUNCHED, BUT WHITHER BOUND?
J. R. Clark

In a church auditorium in an Ohio town a funeral was to be 
conducted at one o’clock in the afternoon and a high school bacca
laureate an hour and a half later. The family and friends gathered 
at the earlier hour for the funeral service. At the appointed time the 
casket was rolled up to the front and put in position. By coincident 
it was brought to rest under the school motto, “Launched, but whither 
bound,” which was suspended on a large streamer across the front of 
the auditorium. How appropriate was this motto for the funeral as 
well as for the school graduates.

At this season, as we stand on the threshold of the New Year, we 
might well apply those meaningful words to our lives: “Launched, 
but whither bound?” There is much foreboding as to what the year 
may bring: perhaps sacrifice, suffering, losses, great changes, dangers, 
tears. On the brighter side, there may be joys, successes, victories, or 
the coming of the Lord Jesus for the church, His bride.

It is said that William Makepeace Thackeray loved to sit in the 
rear of the stagecoach and watch the road over which he had traveled. 
As we enter the New Year it would be well for us to look back over the 
year which we have traveled. Perchance such a view will give us i 
little added wisdom to cope with situations that arise. Then it would 
be well for us to take our position in the front of the coach of life 
and give thought to the future which lies before us. Some one has 
called attention to the fact that many passages of the New Testament, 
look three ways: first, they focus our attention on the past to the 
goodness of God to usward; then, to the future glories prepared for 
those who love Him; and, lastly, to the duties and responsibilities of 
the living present.

As we turn our attention to the past there pass in review many 
blessings which have been ours during 1947 and gratitude wells up 
in our hearts. At least, we have had a respite from the horrors of 
Avar and many of our sons, daughters and companions are by our side 
enjoying peaceful occupations. Any sufferings, adversities and hard
ships which we have had to experience only gave emphasis to spirit
ual blessings. In many cases we found it even as the poet said.

“Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds you so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.”

As another has said. “Rather than complaining about the thorns 
on the roses, let us be thankful for the roses on the thorns.” It is good 
to face the New Year with a heart filled with gratitude.

Furthermore, we should profit by the mistakes of the past. In 
central Africa it is said that a native, when he finds that he has taken 
the wrong road, will break a bough across that path for future warning. 
So may we in a figurative sense break a bough across the wrong paths 
that we have taken in days gone by, to the end that we may cross the
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threshold of the future stronger and wiser for such experiences.
Humanly speaking, the future lies before us as a dark curtain: 

mysterious, foreboding, challenging. Behind this mysterious veil are 
untried moments, hours and days fraught with dangers and heart 
aches, opportunities and joys. On this curtain Father Time writes of 
50,000,000, “Thou shalt die in 1948.” (This according to the law 
of averages.) At every tick of the clock some one is ushered into eter
nity. Besides this, pitfalls and dangers lurk on every hand. In view 
of such things we tremble as we approach the untried year before us. 
But, as we watch, another Hand writes, “Fear not; God is the King of 
the New Year.” To the faithful disciple Jesus says, “Lo, I am with you 
always, even to the consummations of the age.” God Himself hath said, 
“I will in no wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise forsake thee. So 
that with good courage we say, The Lord is my helper; I will not fear: 
What shall man do unto me?” Some one has discovered that in the 
original Greek there are five negatives in this passage, as if God would 
say to the trembling soul, “I will never, no never, no never, no never, 
no never for sake thee.” Thus with our hand in His we go forward 
unafraid and with our hopes high for complete victory as we look to 
Him and trust in Him.

We have passed through a solemn, eventful year. In this 365- 
page book are some rose-colored pages, some tear-stained, some whose 
corners we have turned down so as to remember; but in it there are 
no uncut leaves, no pages unscanned. But now God has given us a 
new book, with clean, unspoiled pages — we know not how many, for 
the Lord may come or we may be called Home otherwise. Our atti
tude and our faithfulness will have much to do with our life’s volume 
that is written in 1948.

The Psalmist gives us the secret of the proper approach to each 
new day of the year. “This is the day which Jehovah hath made; We 
will rejoice and be glad in it,” should be our morning greeting to the 
new day. Also we can profit much by the words of the Apostle Paul 
in Phil. 3:13-14, “Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid hold: 
but one thing I do, forgetting the things which are behind, and stretch
ing forward to the things which are before, I press on toward the goal 
unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” By “for
getting the things which are behind” Paul docs not mean that we 
should be unmindful of all our past benefits, including the cleansing 
from our old sins and the manifold goodness of God otherwise, but 
he refers more especially to the things which he had just mentioned, 
which, though at one time were gain to him, he now counted loss for 
Christ — the things of the flesh and of the world. Neither would he 
have us linger in the past, but rather he would have us press on in the 
Christian life, to the end that we be found in Him . . . and that we 
lay hold on that for which also we were laid hold on by Christ Jesus.

——.—.— ----- o------ -— -------- -

“ W H E N  T H E  H U M A N  R A C E  lo ses  its  co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  God, i t  is 
g e n u in e ly  s ic k ;  and  we liv e  in a sick  w orld  to d a y .” —  W illia m  W ard  A y e r.
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AN OVERLOOKED PASSAGE
John Kernan

Glancing through the Book of Acts recently, I was struck by the 
sixth and seventh verses of the first chapter: “So when they came 
together, they asked Him, ‘Lord, will you at this time restore the king
dom to Israel?’ He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has fixed by His own authority.’ ” (RSV)

As I studied these verses I remembered that the Jews in general, 
including the scholars, expected the Messiah to set up an earthly 
kingdom. They received this idea from a study of their prophets. I 
asked myself the question which others before me have asked: “Were 
their prophecies so hard to understand, were they so couched in 
deceptive terms, that the body of Israelites misconstrued them?” The 
answer is, I think (and I have heard it expressed before), that surely 
God was not one to promise the return of the earthly kingdom without 
fulfilling that promise; therefore, the error of the Jews was not in 
expecting an earthly kingdom, but in placing it at the first appearance 
of the Messiah.

Considering this passage in terms of Jewish belief at that time, 
I was struck with the fact that here Christ indicates that the kingdom 
will at some time be restored to Israel. The Apostles, even after the 
resurrection, looked for an earthly kingdom on the basis of their 
(Jewish) prophecies. It is worthy of note that Christ did not rebuke 
them for this belief. If it were an erroneous expectation, He would 
surely have told them so, saying that He was never going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel.

But he did not rebuke them for asking the question; rather, He 
told them that He could not reveal the time. The time of what? 
Obviously, the time of the restoration of the kingdom to Israel. This 
is to me a new idea; this is the reason that I call this an “overlooked 
passage,” as I have not found such an exegesis elsewhere.

Let us get this point firmly in our minds: Christ did nothing to 
eradicate from the minds of the apostles the idea that He was going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel. His answer was that they were not 
to know the time when that event was to take place. This is in direct 
tine with His practice of not revealing the time of the fulfillment of 
prophecy. As McGarvey says:

T h e  a n sw e r su g g e sts  th a t  th e  t im e s  and  sea so n s  o f  G od ’s p u rp oses 
a re  k e p t  m ore in  re s e rv e  th a n  th e  p u rp o ses th e m se lv e s ; and  th is  is  in 
h arm o n y  w ith  th e  know n c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  p ro p h ecy , th a t  i t  d eals  m ore 
in f a c t  and  th e  su cce ssio n  o f  e v e n ts  th a n  in d a tes  o r d efin ite  p eriod s. 
(C o m m e n ta ry  on A c ts , S ta n d a rd  P u b lish in g  C o ., p ag e  6 .)

What of the next sentence? “But ye shall receive power, when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and ye shall be my witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the utter
most part of the earth,” reads verse eight. According to some Bible 
students, this passage intimates that when the power comes, then the 
apostles will be allowed to announce the kingdom. The kingdom was 
opened to man when Peter preached the Pentecost sermon. But this
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was not the restoration of the kingdom to Israel. It is a new, spiritual 
kingdom, equally shared in by Jews and Gentiles; it is the great mystery 
which even angels desired to look into (I Peter 1:12). The kingdom 
restored to the Jews is that kingdom which they once had, of which 
Jerusalem is the capitol and the land of Palestine the territory. 
The promise of restoration we find in Isaiah 11:10 ff; Ezekiel 36; 
Zechariah 10:6 ff; Romans 11.

This eighth verse, then, tells the apostles what to do until the 
time when the kingdom will be restored. It might easily read, “But, 
in the meantime, you shall receive power . . .”

Let us then, cease all fruitless quibbling over the restoration of 
the kingdom of Palestine to Israel — Christ has spoken.

FREEDOM OF CHURCHES
One of the most jealously guarded rights of the churches of Christ 

has been the freedom of the congregation. Each congregation under 
its elders constitutes an autonomous unit which cannot be governed 
by any outside influence or power. Between the elders of the congre
gation and the Lord Jesus Christ himself no mediator or middle man 
can come. The elders are directly responsible to Jesus and through 
them He governs His churches.

So long as this freedom and autonomous government is main 
tained there can be no wide apostasy from the truth. If a congregation 
goes to the bad as it follows bad leadership it goes by itself. The 
church in general is not infected by the disease and remains true to the 
Lord under its good elders who lead it in the paths of truth and right
eousness.

In the first century of the church’s history this freedom of each 
congregation was preserved and no falling away came. However, soon 
after the death of the apostles men began to arrogate to themselves 
power which did not belong to them. Certain men began to reach 
beyond the borders of their own congregation to dictate to other 
congregations which rightfully were free and autonomous under Christ. 
This finally culminated in one man proclaiming himself as “Lord God 
the Pope” and apostasy was complete.

Ruling all the churches from his throne in Rome this man led all 
the churches into all the errors of Romanism and today they still 
blindly follow his guidance in continuing in error. The only hope for 
reformation is and has been that individuals and congregations free 
themselves from the dictatorial tyranny of the Pope. Thus can they 
turn back to the Bible, the fountain of truth, and live as God would 
have them live.

The restoration of New Testament Christianity to the earth was 
one of the greatest and grandest events of history. With this restora
tion came the revival of the Lord’s kind of church government and 
once more in the freedom of each church under its elders the truth was
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given the protection that the Lord intended it have. Under this 
government the church was once more free from the evil of general 
apostasy as it had one time suffered when under the leadership of 
one man who had assumed too much power.

Today, however, we sec a revival of the disposition to depart 
from the Lord’s form of government. Elders in some churches would 
rule other congregation and dictate to them their policies, even going 
so far as to tell them who can preach for them and who cannot. Other 
individuals would become the Lord’s over God’s heritage and dictate 
to the churches what they can do and what they cannot. Thus is the 
way being paved for apostasy once more; not the apostasy of a congre
gation but many congregations being bound together under one man 
or eldership, the apostasy of a large part of the church.

Brethren, let history warn us that we give not up our freedom in 
Christ. Let elders rule in the churches, each eldership in its own con
gregation and let others cease meddling in that which is not their busi
ness. It is God’s plan and changing it in the past has resulted in terri
ble consequences.

Let each eldership decide its own problems for that is the Lord’s 
way. Let each church remain free to arrange and direct its own affairs 
in the light of the word of God and let us recognize that each congre
gation under its own leaders will have to answer to God. Let us teach 
the truth and fail not in proclamation but let not preacher, editor or 
elders seek to reach beyond their own congregation to destroy the God 
given freedom of the churches.

Eugene Smith in G ospel Broadcast.

S E L F -A N A L Y S IS
Does your assumed perfection in doctrine qualify you to judge, 

mark and avoid your brother in Christ? He needs growth but did 
Christ mark the point where perfection is attained? Can you grow 
from perfection? Jesus said, “Man, who made me a judge over you?” 
Do you judge the undeveloped or aid them to perfection? Who 
said, “Judge not”? If our Lord “Humbled Himself to behold the 
things that are in Heaven and in the earth” (Ps. 113:6) can you be
hold your brother’s imperfection without humility? Does not God 
“resist the proud” (1 Pet. 5:5)? Are you not proud in assuming your 
fleshly mind able to have discerned all truth? “Thus sayeth the 
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy: I 
dwell in the high and holy place with him also that is of a contrite 
and humble spirit.” (Isa. 57:15.)

If A and B are walking with Christ, are they not in perfect unity 
with each other? Is Christ divided? Can we walk with Christ with
out having His Spirit and attributes — love, tender mercies, humil
ity, compassion and esteem of others above ourselves? If Christ 
humbled Himself why should we have pride of mind? If we act 
through faction and vainglory do we not prove the devil is not yet 
chained as God said he would be? — Dr. Ray Allen Young.
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THOUGHTS WORTH W HILE
D. H. F.

Upon entering the New Year — 1948, first, may we pray:
0  Thou, the Keeper of the souls of men, hear our prayers, and; 

rant us the power to start our lives anew, in finer faith.” In Jesus’ 
'fame — Amen.

“TH E NEW LEAF”
He came to my desk with quivering lip,
The lesson was done —

"Have you a new leaf for me, dear teacher?
I have spoiled this one!”
I took this leaf all soiled and blotted,
And gave him a new one, all unspotted;

"Do better now, my child!”

I went to the throne with trembling heart,
The year was done—

"Have you a new year for me, dear Master?
I have spoiled this one!”
He took my leaf all soiled and blotted 
And gave me a new one, all unspotted;
And into my tired heart he smiled,

"Do better now, my child.”

COME YE
"Come ye, say they . . . tomorrow shall be as this day, and much 

more abundant.” — Isaiah 56:12.
“Ye know not what shall be on the morrow.” — James 4:14.
Tomorrow is the day when idle men labor, and fools reform. It 

seems as though it will be easy to do tomorrow the task that looks so 
hard and unpleasant today. But the prophets remind us that the 
vision of easy accomplishment tomorrow is a mirage that lures 11s on 
to a wasted, fruitless life.

The work you mean to do, the help you expect to give, the service 
you intend to render — do it now, tomorrow may never come.

"For Yesterday is but a Dream.
And Tomorrow is only a Vision;
But Today, well lived,
Makes every Yesterday a Dream of Happiness
And every Tomorrow a Vision of Hope” — D uplex.

A RESOLUTION
"BURY the heartaches and pains; the disappointments and the 

failures of the Old Year in the grave of Forgetfulness and welcome 
with joy the New Year with its glories to be shared, its victories to be 
won. Make it yours. Live it. Live it as you never attempted to 
live a year that has passed. Put into each day of it that part of your



life too precious to be wasted. Determine now to pass down its corri
dors unashamed — with head unbowed and heart knowing no defeat.”

“MY SYMPHONY —To live content with small means; to seek 
elegance rather than luxury, and refinement rather than fashion; to be 
worthy, not respectable, and wealthy, not rich; to study hard, think 
quietly, talk gently, act frankly; to listen to stars and birds, to babes 
and sages, with open heart; to bear all cheerfully, do all bravely, await 
occasions, hurry never; in a word, to let the spiritual, unbidden and 
unconscious grow up through the common — this is to be my sym
phony. — C banning.

TH E NEW YEAR
“We are standing on the threshold, we are in the open door,

We are treading on a borderland we have never trod before; 
Another year is opening, and another year is gone,

We have passed the darkness of the night; we are in the early morn 
We have left the fields behind us o’er which we scattered seed;

We pass into the future which none of us can read.

The corn among the weeds, the stones, the surface mold.
May yield a partial harvest; we hope for sixty fold.

Then hasten to fresh labor, to thrash and reap and sow,
Then bid the New Year welcome, and let the old year go —

Then gather all your vigor, press forward in the fight,
And let this be your motto, “For G od and fo r  the right.”

PR O FIT AND LOSS
“I counted dollars while God counted crosses;
I counted gains while He counted losses!
I counted my worth by the things gained in store.
But He sized me up by the scars that I bore.
I coveted honors and sought for degrees;
He wept as He counted the hours on my knees.
I never knew till one day by a grave
How vain are the things that we spend life to save.
I did not yet know until Jim went above 
That richest is he who is rich in G od ’s love!”

FACE ABOUT
It had been one of those days on which everything goes contrary, 

and I had come home tired and discouraged. As I sank into a chair 
I groaned, “Everything looks dark!” “Why don’t you turn your face 
to the light, Auntie, dear?” said my little niece, who was standing 
unperceived, beside me.

“Turn your face to the light!” The words set me to thinking. 
That was just what I had not been doing. I had persistently kept 
my face in the opposite direction, refusing to see the faintest glimmer 
of brightness. Artless little comforter! she did not know what healing 
she had brought. — Selected.

i
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THE CHRISTIAN ANSWER TO UNITY
The relationship of a man to his wife is something on the order 

of Christ’s relationship to the church or to us who compose the church. 
Perfect agreement on every question in the home should be the goal 
of every husband and wife and the same perfect agreement between 
each child of God and His will should exist, but man is sinful — he can 
only strive for perfection.

I am in no position to know if there will ever be unity between 
Christians, but I certainly hope to do my best to bring about a degree 
of it before I am called to the other side. There is nothing in all the 
earth more destructive to the church than disunity. If old Evilouse — 
the Devil, seeks any one thing it is some sort of a fence between follow
ers of Christ. Take your local congregation — what can it ever do 
if there is disunity and trouble in the leadership? In the name of the 
Most High, brethren, we should do some thinking else we are ruined.

As a preacher said the other day, the whole religious world could 
unite on wrong and there would be no unity. We all know that to 
be true, but many a home has been, let me say, perfectly united where 
dispositions of the children, their likes and dislikes, varied in large 
proportions. When sinners come knocking at the door of Christ’s 
great heart seeking entrance into His House and seek to hold true the 
Family name and uphold the fundamental principles of the Head of 
the Home, those differences which exist between us children today 
should not wreck the Household.

There may be far more unity between one lonely soul in Montana 
and another in China who follow the Lord and wear His name and 
who recognize His authority than between thousands of us listed in 
our Church Directory. Those of us who publish papers and other 
things as preachers lists and church directories should use care as to 
whom we include and exclude. The church of God is an invisible 
thing to man. We have no way of knowing who is in it or who is 
out of it — we cannot know a Christian by looking at a man or by 
baptizing him.

It would seem to me that any Bible class would prove a great 
lesson to us on this question. On practically every verse of the Bible 
there arises some degree of difference in the class, yet we dismiss it 
with a prayer to our God to continue to bless us and hold us together. 
Brethren, in fear of eternity, hear me: Many of these barriers which 
people of God have set up between themselves must be broken down. 
Christ is not divided. There is always room for one child to disagree 
with another on unessential things — even twins do so — but Christians 
must stand together else there is no hope. I thank God that I can say, 
every Christian is my brother.

W ear His name and recognize His authority; remember Him 
often; pray to Him without ceasing; search the scriptures; keep a 
clean mind and a pure heart; and remember, he that doeth righteous 
ness is righteous. May God bless us to hold fast in love for one another 
— this is far better than any sign on your building — this is one way 
that the world knows followers of Christ. Please stop and think — 
please do, beloved brethren, — James L. Lovell ip G ospel Broadcast.
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WORK AMONG TH E JEW S

While I was out laboring in the Gospel of Christ among the Jew
ish people, I entered a book-store. I noticed a Jew glancing into a 
widely read book of a religious nature by a distinguished Jewish 
novelist. I introduced myself to my former co-religionist and we en
gaged in a discussion. He asked my honest opinion of that “best 
seller,” assuming that I either had read it, or was acquainted with 
other works of his. I replied, “I am familiar with some, arid although 
he eulogizes Jesus as a great Teacher and a noble man with lofty 
ideals, I, as a blood-bought Christian, who believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ (His pre-existence, the virgin birth, miracles, etc.) view such 
philosophy as neither new nor startling. That Jewish novelist does not 
believe that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and is the Son 
of God, who was crucified and shed His blood for the remission of sin 
as foretold by Moses and the Prophets. He is humanizing Jesus and 
His Gospel, thereby removing the basis for facts and the foundation 
of truth.”

He said with vested assumption that a non-Jew told him that 
preachers are reviewing that “best seller” from their pulpits, thereby 
conveying the idea that that talented Jewish novelist is a Christian, 
which he himself vigorously denies. I fully concurred with him. 
I deplore such remarks from professed Christians that the Jewish 
novelist or any other thus presenting Jesus is a Christian. I say 
professed Christian, for no true Christian would make such an asser
tion. It is a scandal against God and the Church that preachers re
view that book from the pulpit on Sunday morning when the Gospel 
of comfort should be preached. Any one can easily see how these 
preachers are misleading people concerning Jesus, the Lamb of God 
and Son of God, the Redeemer of the world. It is hard enough as it 
is to approach a Jew concerning Jesus as the Mo-chi-ach (Messiah, 
but such incidents make it immeasurably more difficult. By the grace 
of God I shall continue uncompromisingly to proclaim Christ and 
His Truth. I thank God for the opportunity of meeting that Jewish 
man. I tried to explain away the prevailing misunderstanding which 
has caused him to view Christ and His Salvation in a wrong light 
I believe I left a deep impression upon his heart as I presented the 
Messianic prophecy concerning Jesus as the Anointed of God. God 
grant that that Jew and many more may accept Jesus as their Mo-chi- 
ach. Pray for him and us.

2246 E. 70 Terrace Stephen D. Eekstein, missionary

Kansas City, Missouri

JU ST AS I AM
A m an m ay  go to  h eav en  w ith o u t h e a lth , w ith o u t w ealth , w ithout 

fa m e , w ith o u t a  g r e a t  n a m e, w ith o u t le a rn in g , w ith o u t b ig  earn ing , w ith 
o u t c u ltu re , w ith o u t fr ie n d s , w ith o u t a  th o u san d  o f  o th e r  th in g s ; B U T , 
he ca n  n e v e r  go to  h e a v e n  w ith o u t C h r is t !  —  Christian Digest.
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“FAITH OF OUR FA TH ERS”
E. L. J.

We begin the 1948 series of “precious reprints” with this powerful 
resume and expose of what incipient Romanism did in the green tree, 
and what Romanism still does in the dry, to the Apocalypse, and to 
the great truths of Prophecy. The first paragraph will be a sweet mor
sel to all who stand in the “good old paths,” speaking “where the Bible 
speaks.” Let all who profess to love the “ancient landmarks” and the 
primitive gospel take heed to read the entire installment. — E. L. J.

FROM AUGUSTINE TO  LUTH ER
In reviewing the testimony of the early church on the question of 

Chiliasm, it is of course admitted that they mixed errors with the 
doctrine. We remember that “the mystery of iniquity” worked in 
Paul’s day, and we have read his solemn prediction in his farewell 
charge given to the church at Ephesus. An English writer has well 
observed, “I do not appeal to the writings of the early Christians as 
authority; so far from it, I regard their writings as the history of truth 
perverted; so that while on the one hand I should be surprised to find 
any truth taught by the apostles unnoticed in the Fathers, I should be 
almost equally surprised to find it taught Scripturally and unincum
bered by human additions, so early did the apostasy begin to work.” 
Above antiquity, tradition or human opinion, in the words of Burnet, 
“we should always require a higher witness, viz: the Bible.” This is 
the first. But we highly esteem the faith of that church whose 
characteristics, says Milner, were “to believe, to love, and to suffer.” 
“Whatever is first,” says Tertullian, “is true; whatever is later is adul
terate.” And Faber has truly said: “If a doctrine totally unknown 
to the primitive church . . . springs up in a subsequent age, let that 
age be the fifth century, or let it be the tenth century, or let it be 
the sixteenth century, such doctrine stands on its very front, impressed 
with the brand of mere human invention.” Such, we argue, is Post- 
millennialism, and such also Anti-millennialism.

Having now arrived in our history of M illennialism at the com
mencement of the fifth century, when the great apostasy had begun, 
and this Apocalyptic truth was deemed a heresy and accounted un
popular, we here purpose giving, through the combined testimony of 
many voices, a brief but fuller account of its decline. Paganism was 
fallen, but the Papacy was hastening to its birth, and even in its 
embryo was hung all over with idolatry. From Gibbon, Neander and 
Mosheim, we learn that in the fourth century monks, monasteries, 
convents, penance, church councils, with church control of conscience, 
excommunication, the perfume of flowers, the smoke of incense, wax 
tapers in the churches at noon day, prostrate crowds at the altar drunk 
with fanaticism or wine, imprinting devout kisses on the walls and 
supplicating the concealed blood, bones, or ashes of the saints, idola
trous frequenting of martyrs’ tombs, pictures and images of tutelar 
saints, veneration of bones and relics, gorgeous robes, tiaras, crosses,
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pomp, splendor and mysticism, were seen everywhere, and were the 
order of the day; and says Mosheim: “The new species of philosophy 
imprudently adopted by Origen and many other Christians, was ex
tremely prejudicial to the cause of the gospel, and to the beautiful sim
plicity of its celestial doctrines;” and Gibbon writes that “If in the be
ginning of the fift,h century Tertullian or Lactantius had been sudden
ly raised from the dead to assist at the festival of some popular saint 
or martyr, they would have gazed with astonishment and indignation 
at the profane spectacle which had succeeded to the pure and spiritual 
worship of a Christian congregation.” Martyr worship was very com
mon, and Eunapius the Pagan, A. D. 396, exclaimed, “These are the 
gods that the earth now-a-days brings forth, these the intercessors with 
the gods — men called martyrs: before whose bones and skulls, pickled 
and salted, the monks kneel and lay prostrate, covered with filth and 
dust.” The mystery of iniquity worked like leaven, and to use the 
words of Coleridge, “The Pastors of the Church had gradually changed 
the life and light of the gospel into the very superstitions they were 
commissioned to disperse; and thus they paganized Christianity in 
order to christen Paganism.” Dr. Cumming remarks that “The great 
multitude consisted of embryo papists, and what we call Pusyism in 
the nineteenth century, was the predominating religion of the fourth.” 
Milner says that “while there was much outward religion the true 
doctrines of justification were scarcely seen.” All of this Dr. Duffield 
does not hesitate to affirm was the genuine offspring of the allegorical 
system and Platonic philosophy of Origen, who made the church on 
earth the mystic kingdom of heaven. “Vigilantius,” says Elliott, "re
mained true, and was the Protestant of his times,” but Jerome, remarks 
Dr. Cumming, “became utterly corrupted,” and Augustine, as Elliott 
has shown, scarcely escaped the universal contagion. Such was the 
character of the times, and need we wonder that the true Millennium 
was laid aside, and with it the Apocalypse that taught it? “Rome,” 
says Burnet, “always had an evil eye on the Millennium!” Truly 
spoken! Says Newman, the Roman Catholic writer: “Whereas at first 
certain texts were inconsistently confined to the letter, and a Millen
nium was in consequence expected, the very course of events, as time 
went on, interpreted the prophecies about the church more truly,” 
etc., i. e. in a mystical or anagor ical manner.

Continuing our quotations on this point, we give the testimony 
of Bishop Russell, of Scotland, a strong Anti-millenarian, who writes 
as follows: “It is worthy of remark, that so long as the prophecies re
garding the Millennium were interpreted literally, the Apocalypse was 
received as an inspired production, and as the work of the apostle John; 
but no sooner did theologians find themselves compelled to view its 
annunciations through the medium of allegory and metaphorical 
description than they ventured to call in question its heavenly origin, 
its genuineness, and its authority. Dionysius, the great supporter of 
the allegorical school, gives a decided opinion against the authenticity 
of the Revelation.” Joseph Mede truly says of the Anti-millennarians 
of the fourth century, “They denied the Apocalypse to be Scripture, 
nor was it re-admitted till they thought they had found some commodi-
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ous interpretation of the thousand years.” Dr. Cumming observes, 
“Some divines of the fourth century rejected the Apocalypse, on the 
ground that it contained, as they alleged, prophecies of what they 
erroneously believed to be a carnal Millennium; just in the same wav 
as some persons still argue that the Bible cannot be God’s word, be
cause it contains truths that cross their prejudices.” Dr. Elliott testi
fies that from the Constantinian revolution in the eastern empire, with 
but few exceptions, we find the Apocalypse “passed over in silence by 
the great Greek Fathers of the remainder of the fourth century;” and 
he also shows that nearly all who rejected it were evidently under 
prejudices against, and misconceptions of the Apocalyptic doctrine of 
a Millennium. The pointed testimony of Prof. Stuart is as follows: 
“In the end of the fourth century, to guard against Chiliasm, quite a 
number doubted the genuineness of the Apocalypse — did not receive 
it as canonical, and carefully abstained from appealing to it; but after 
this period we find only here and there a solitary voice raised against 
it, until at length the reception became all but universal. When the 
question of Chiliasm had ceased to excite any special interest in the 
churches . . .  all opposition to the Apocalypse either ceased or be
came inactive and indifferent.” Gibbon, too, adds his testimony to 
this remarkable fact, and says: “In the Council of Laodicea, A. D. 
360, the Apocalypse was tacitly excluded from the sacred canon, by 
the same churches of Asia to which it was addressed; and we may learn 
from the complaint of Sulpicius Severus that their sentence had been 
ratified by the greater number of Christians of his time.” And to sunt 
up this array of evidence with regard to the Millennium, as held by 
the church up to this period, together with its rejection, as also that 
of the Apocalypse, we give the following striking and truthful language 
of Horatius Bonar. On Revelation 20th chapter, he writes:

“In the first centuries great stress was laid upon this passage. It 
was considered the stronghold of Chiliasm — so strong and decided was 
its testimony deemed, that the Anti-chiliasts deemed their only escape 
from it was the total denial of the Apocalypse. Chiliasm, and the 
Apocalypse, were deemed inseparable. They could only get rid of 
the former, by rejecting the latter. They never thought it possible 
to deny that the Apocalypse taught Chiliasm. This was not disputed; 
and hence those who disliked Chiliasm could not tolerate the Apoca
lypse. It was not till the church had learned to Platonize, or had taken 
lessons in the school of Origen, that they could condemn Chiliasm 
without disputing the inspiration of the Revelation.”

Such is the voice of History, with regard to the doctrine of the 
Millennium, and its subsequent depression. We have been sufficiently 
copious, so that the intelligent and candid reader might know both 
the character of its advocates and opponents — its firm adherents, 
and its ultimate destroyers. Orthodoxy had sided with it, but hetero
doxy waged war against it. The true church believed in- it, but the 
apostate church crushed it. If this be true, ought not the church of 
Christ in the nineteenth century to unanimously maintain Chiliasm? 
We think so. Rome, with those in her employ, rose up against it. 
Brooks affirms that the works of Papias and Nepos, and Mede, and
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those of Victorious and Sulpicius, containing Millenarian views, were 
authoritatively suppressed by Pope Damasus. The extraordinary 
admission of Gibbon is that, “as long as for wise purposes this error was 
permitted to subsist in the church, it was productive of the most salu
tary effects on the faith and practice of Christians, who lived in the 
awful expectation of that moment when the globe itself, and all the 
various races of mankind, should tremble at the appearance of their 
divine Judge;” but now the great Antichrist was at hand, and the way 
must be prepared for him to reign, and be worshipped. That which 
Chillingworth, Lardner, Taylor, Russell and others affirm to have been 
orthodox in the first centuries, began to be deemed heretical. The 
Council of Rome under Pope Damasus, in A. D. 373, formally de
nounced Chiliasm; and so effectual was the. condemnation that 
Baronins, a Roman Catholic historian of the sixteenth century, 
observes that “the heresy, however loquacious before, was silenced 
then, and since that time has hardly been heard of.” And of the fifth 
century he writes, “Moreover the figments of the Millenaries being now 
rejected everywhere, and derided by the learned with hisses and 
laughter, and being also put under the ban, were entirely extirpated!” 

Says Bush — “through the dreary tract of the ages of darkness, 
scarcely a vestige of Millenarian sentiment is to be traced!”

Thus have we seen that through the rejection of the Apocalypse 
by Caius, Dionysius, and finally the church in general; through the 
Platonism and allegorizing of Origen and his numerous followers; 
through the misrepresentations of Eusebius; through the scoffing of 
the monk Jerome; through the hatred and opposition of a great church 
of embryonic Papists; through the denunciations of church councils; 
through the comminations and bitterness of Popes; through the 
laughter and hisses of Popish doctors; through the influence of an 
onward-creeping and awful apostasy; through, perhaps, the abuse of 
Millenarian truths by their advocates; and, finally, through the pre
sentation and final reception of a new and erroneous Millennial theory 
more suited to the times, the Apocalyptic doctrine of the Millennium, 
as held by the primitive church, wasted away, and ultimately well nigh 
died — died, not at the hands of orthodox Christians, but at the hand 
of men noted for their unsoundness in the faith — died at the hands 
of the infant harlot, Rome! And, alas! how much truth, died with 
it — how much error lived when it died! But it did not die utterly for 

“Truth crushed to earth shall rise again,.
. . The eternal years of God are hers!”

— From Voice o f the Church.
N o te : T h re e  p re ce d in g  p am p h le ts  o f  th is  te s tim o n y , a to ta l  o f  132  p a g es  
a re  a v a ila b le , f r e e  fo r  th e  a sk in g . A p o sta l ca rd  ad d ressed  to  th e  p u b 
lis h e rs  o f  th is  jo u r n a l  w ill b r in g  them, f r e e  and  p ostp aid . —  E . L . J .

“ W h e re fo re  I  t e s t i fy  u n to  you th is  d ay, th a t  I  am  p u re fro m  th e  b lood  
o f  a ll m en . F o r  I sh ra n k  n o t fro m  d e c la r in g  u n to  you  th e  w hole  cou n se l 
o f  G od .” —  A cts  2 0 :2 6 ,  2 7 .
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