
THE WORD AND WORK
(V o lu m e  X L I I ,  F e b r u a r y , 1 9 4 8 )

MY HOUSE
I f ever you come to my house as you are passing near,
You will find a box outside the door; leave there your hate and fear. 
Put in your cynical wisdom, your cunning and your guile.
You may come in with grief or sin, or with an honest smile.

If ever you enter my house, don’t pass but step inside.
You will find a hook behind the door; hang there your cloak of pride 
And your mantle of self-righteousness. You will not need them here. 
For the hearth is warm against the storm, and aglow with friendly 

cheer.

Take off the mask of your pretense, and put it on the shelf.
And, good or bad, or merry or sad, just be your genuine self.
You need not feign an unfelt mirth if you have cause to weep,
Or hide your shame, or tell your name, or talk if you would sleep.

And when you come from my house (yours as much as mine),
Where all is frank and friendly and nothing grand or fine,
After an hour’s rare luxury of being your simple self,
You will leave your pride, forgot, inside, and your mask upon the shelf.

— Unknown.

W O RD S IN SEASON
R. Η. B.

WORLD JUDGMENTS
“Make the chain; for the land is full of bloody crimes, and the 

city is full of violence. Wherefore I will bring the worst of the nations, 
and they shall possess their houses: I will also make the pride of the 
strong to cease; and their holy places shall be profaned. Destruction 
cometh; and they shall seek peace and there shall be none” (Ezekiel 
7:23-25).

This was spoken of Jerusalem and the land. It was literally ful
filled by the invasion of the Chaldeans. (“For, Ιο, I raise up the 
Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, that march through the 
breadth of the earth, to possess dwelling-places that are not theirs" Ha- 
bakkuk 1:6). But it has its application wherever else the same situation 
exists. God’s judgment upon Jerusalem was His warning to all the 
world—a foreshadowing of the Day of Wrath and Vengeance to all the 
earth. “For, Ιο, I begin to work evil a t  the city which is called by my 
name: and shall ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not be unpunished; 
for I will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith 
Jehovah of hosts” (Jeremiah 25:29).
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THE FU TU RE FOR OUR COUNTRY
In these troubled days many are anxiously asking and wondering 

what will be the outcome and the future for our country. We may 
read the answer in God’s Book. Wherever like causes operate which 
brought God’s judgment upon cities and countries of old, and upon 
His own city, Jerusalem — wherever the same wickedness prevails, 
there the like judgments will fall. God waits long; He will not exe
cute judgment till the measure is full (Genesis 15:16). When that 
will be we do not know. But once the cup is full, retribution comes 
swiftly, just as it came upon Jerusalem.

Judgment begins at the house of God; but it does not end there. 
The fate of Jerusalem was a demonstration to the nations of the earth. 
Sooner or later all that share Jerusalem’s guilt must share her judg
ment. Our United States is no exception. And we can see rea
son why the wrath of God should fall upon this nation as upon every 
other nation that has violated the fundamental laws of right
eousness and rejected the light and the warnings sent to her (Romans 
1:18, 21). And is it “the worst of the nations” that is sent to execute 
the judgment? One guess would be enough as to what nation that 
would be, in this day of ours.

As in Jerusalem’s day God used the wicked, and permitted him to 
swallow up men more righteous than he (Habakkuk 1:13) so can He 
do again. He will also at last judge the wicked whom He used as 
executioners. For Jehovah hath indignation against all the nations, 
and in that Day will bring their way upon their heads.

The hope and prospect for our country hangs upon two factors — 
and the two are really one: (1) whether, as in the case of Sodom, there 
is a remnant sufficient to justify the sparing of the city; (2) if there 
are Christians who can and will pray and intercede that it may yet 
please God to spare our country (I Timothy 2:1-4).

*  *  *
“I W ILL RAISE HIM UP AT THE LAST DAY”

Three times over, in His great discourse in the synagogue at 
Capernaum were these words spoken by the Lord Jesus. (John 6: 
39, 40, 44.) It is clearly evident that this was not merely a statement 
of a future fact, but a special promise to those who believed on Him. 
Christ will certainly raise up all men. For “the hour cometh when 
all that are in the tomb shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; 
they that have done good unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil unto the resurrection of judgment.” (John 5:28,29.) 
It is plain therefore that when the Lord Jesus said in regard to some 
that He would raise them up at the last day he was not saying that 
there would be a “general resurrection,” but was making a special 
distinctive promise to certain ones, namely to those who had been 
“given” Him by the Father, who therefore were peculiarly His own. 
This is evident from the connection in which those words occur.

“ T h is  is th e  w ill o f  him  th a t  s e n t m e, th a t  o f  a ll th a t  w hich 
he h a s  g iv en  m e I shou ld  lose  n o th in g , b u t  should  raise it up at the 
la s t  day. F o r  th is  is th e  w ill o f  m y F a th e r  th a t  e v ery  one th a t
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b e h old e th  th e  Son and  b e lie v e th  on him  should  have e te rn a l l i f e ;  
an d  I w ill ra ise  him  up at the last day. . . No m an can  come 
u n to  m e, e x c e p t th e  F a th e r  th a t  s e n t m e draw  h im : and  I will raise 
him up in the last day.” ( Jo h n  6 :3 9 ,  4 0 , 4 4 .)

Let us note what is said here. This is evidently not an 
announcement of the “general resurrection” at which all men, good 
and bad shall be raised; but a specific promise made to a special class
— namely to those who. having been drawn by the Father, have come 
to Christ, and upon whom He bestowed eternal life. These are the 
ones whom, He said, He will raise up at the last day. This then is 
a special, select resurrection, which is the high promise and privilege 
of His own redeemed ones.
THOSE WHO ARE ACCOUNTED WORTHY

In like fashion He speaks in Luke 20:35 of certain ones who shall 
be “accounted worthy to attain to that world [Greek, “age”; see Rev. 
Version margin] and the resurrection from the dead.”

“ A nd Je s u s  sa id  u n to  th em , T h e  sons o f  th is  w orld  m a rry  and 
a re  g iv en  in m a r r ia g e ; b u t th e y  th a t  a re  a c co u n te d  w o rth y  to  a tta in  
to  th a t  w orld , and  th e  r e s u rr e c t io n  fro m  th e  dead , n e ith e r  m a rry  n o r 
a re  g iv en  in m a r r ia g e ; fo r  n e ith e r  can  th e y  die an y  m o r e : fo r  th e y  a re  
eq u a l u n to  th e  a n g e ls ; and a re  sons o f  G od, b e in g  son s o f  th e  r e s u r r e c 
t io n .”

The Greek word which here is translated “world” is “a io n ” which 
properly means “age”; and is so given in the Revised Version margin. 
And the expression “resurrection from  the dead” is literally “resur
rection out o f (Greek “e k ”) the dead” — a select resurrection there
fore, from among the number of the dead. Again then the Lord is 
speaking here not of a “general resurrection,” but of a special resur
rection. Evidently all men will not be accounted worthy to attain 
to that age, and to the resurrection front the dead. The resurrection 
here spoken of is certainly the same as that which Christ promised to 
His own at the last day — the resurrection of the dead in Christ which 
will take place when Christ comes to receive His saints unto Himself
— when “the dead in Christ shall rise first” (i. e. before the living are 
changed, I Thessalonians 4:16,17 and I Corinthians 15:52,53); and 
it is certainly also the same as that which is called “the first resurrec
tion” in Revelation 20:4-6, which precedes the resurrection of “the rest 
of the dead” by a thousand years.
WHAT “LAST DAY” ?

The question will now be raised — if Christ will raise His 
redeemed ones at the last day, how could there be a thousand years 
after that? That may present a perplexity to some. Some will even 
flatly deny that there can or will be any time after “the last day”; 
and take the position that at the last day there will be a general resur
rection, and that that will mark “the end of the world” and “the end 
of time.” So it necessarily would have to be if the term “the last day” 
is taken in an absolute sense. But here we do well to look carefully, 
for such words as “first” or “last,” or “all,” or “more” are often used 
in a relative sense. The pertinent question here is: The “last day” of 
what? What “last day” is meant? Did the Lord mean the final and 
ultimate last day, beyond which there can never be any other; or was 
He simply speaking of the end of the age?
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WHAT W ILL COME A FT ER  THE “LAST D A Y "?
Doctrinal prejudice may lead some to insist that “the last day” 

of which the Savior spoke is the last of all days. According to this 
theory (for a theory it is, concocted by theologians of early centuries 
and middle-ages, and till yet generally received by the people) — 
according to this theory, then, Christ will come; there will be a 
general resurrection and “general judgment”: the righteous will be 
taken to heaven, and the wicked sent to hell and the world will be 
burned up. This scheme has the merit of simplicity. It simplifies the 
whole future program, and it is a short and easy method of disposing 
of the bulk of all the Old and New Testament prophecies. A man 
may shoot a bullet into a wall, and draw a circle around the hole, and 
say, “See, I have shot a bullseye!” It all seems very plain and satis
factory. But it completely fails to take into account the many clear 
predictions which speak of an age to come. In fact that is what the 
advocates of this theory boldly, declare. After having constructed 
their plot of the future, they say, “See, there can’t be any ‘millennium’ 
— for there is no room for it.” No — really, according to that plan, 
there couldn’t be room for a millennium, or in any future 
time to come. And in that very fact lies the refutation of the 
scheme so mapped out. According to that there could never be any 
“times of restoration of all things, of which God spoke by the mouth 
of all his prophets.” (Acts 3:21.) In vain will the groaning creation 
wait and long for a day when it shall be delivered from the bondage 
of corruption. (Romans 8:18-23.) There could never be an era when 
the kingdom of the world shall have become the kingdom of the Lord 
and of His Christ (Revelation 11:15) and when His saints shall reign 
with Him, ruling the nations with a rod of iron (Revelation 2:26, 
27); nor a time when “the kingdom, and the dominion, and the great
ness of the kingdoms under the w hole heaven  shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High (Daniel 7:27); nor a day when 
(he nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into prunning-hooks, and shall learn war no more; and when all 
nations and all flesh shall worship Jehovah, and the knowledge of 
His glory “shall cover the earth as waters cover the sea.” (Psalms 65:2; 
86:9; Revelation 15:4; Habakkuk 2:14.) These and many other plain 
promises and predictions will have to be cast aside as unintelligible, 
or else twisted into some sort of “figurative” or “spiritual” meaning, 
so as to make them fit into that preconceived system. No wonder 
that those who hold this idea “do not know what the twentieth chapter 
of Revelation means.” How could they? And, indeed, if it does not 
mean what it says, who could tell what it means?
THE “LAST DAY” AND THE “END OF THE AG E”

Now to come back to our Lord’s words, “I will raise him up 
at the last day” — we have seen that the Lord Jesus did not speak of 
the last of all days. But He often spoke of the end of the age. (The 
expression “end of the world” should, according to the Greek, 
“sunteleia tou aionos,” be rendered “end of the age,” or, as in R. V. 
margin, “the consummation of the age.”) Thus, for example, He
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speaks of “the harvest” in the parable of the tares: “the harvest is the 
end of the age;” and in the parable of the dragnet, “so shall it be in 
the end of the age.” (Matthew 13:39,40,49.) So also the disciples’ 
question which led to Christ’s great prophetic sermon — “What shall 
be the sign . . .  of thy coming and of the consummation of the age?” 
(Matthew 24:3.) In the discourse that followed the Lord made 

repeated reference to “the end.” Did He mean the absolute end of 
everything, or (in accordance with the disciples’ question) the end 
of the age? Clearly it was the latter. For many things were predicted 
to follow after that “end.” So also in “the last day” — the last day 
of this age, at the coming of Christ for His saints, He will raise up His 
own redeemed ones. This glorious promise is a distinction conferred 
upon His people, and not upon the rest of mankind. And being thus 
raised up, they shall thenceforth be with their Lord, reigning with 
Him judging with Him, and sitting with Him in His throne. (Revela
tion 2:26,27; 3:21; I Corinthians 6:2,3.) This, then, manifestly, is 
what He meant when He made them the promise —

“Be of good cheer, time’s painful conflicts 
Shortly will end when Christ appears:
Then will begin the glorious era,
To reign with Christ a thousand years.”

"T o  reign a thousand years with Jesus 
More than requites for all our tears 
This is the Savior's glorious promise 
To reign with Christ a thousand years.”

BEN’S BUDGET
Ben J. Elston

The DeRidder, Louisiana, congregation makes considerable effort 
to keep alive. A recent writer on the Revelation says: “The Holy 
Spirit cannot tell you what the Bible means until you know what the 
Bible says.” Well said. I am not framing excuses for ignorance of 
what the Bible states. I wonder if any one realizes fully just how im
portant it is to “continue steadfastly” in “searching the scriptures.” 
God hath spoken, and continues to speak. And how we need to hear 
and heed. Perhaps nothing is easier than to neglect to hear our God, 
and nothing is uglier or more dangerous. Final rejection may easily 
be only protracted neglect. Ignorance is not always to be excused. 
Faithful study will afford us the information necessary to save our
selves by laying hold of the hope set before us.

-  ------------ o— -------------- ■
ANOTHER M ATTER

According to the latest figures of a religious survey, 92 per cent 
of the people of America are not in church services on Sunday morn
ing, and 98 per cent are not found there Sunday evening. Church 
membership figures have risen to an all-time high, but church attend
ance is another matter. — Christian Digest.
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NEW S AND NOTES
H ou ston , T e x a s :  “ T o d a y  is m y

e ig h tie th  a n n iv e rs a ry , an d  th a n k s  b e 
to  G od, I  am  fe e lin g  fin e . I  ju s t  
hope and p ra y  th a t  H e s till  h as 
so m e th in g  f o r  m e to  do, an d  th a t  
H e w ill help  m e to  le a rn  m o re  and 
m o re  o f  H is tr u th  fo r  t r u th ’s sa k e , 
and  g iv e  m e w isdom  and  s tre n g th  
to  m e e t m y re s p o n s ib ilit ie s , and  
d isch a rg e  th em  w ith  h o n o r to  .H im .

“ M y s in c e r e s t  re g a rd s  and  C h ris 
t ia n  fe llo w sh ip  to  a ll o f  you and 
m ay  God help  a ll o f  us to  w ork 
w hile it  is ca lled  to d a y , fo r  th e  n ig h t 
soon com eth  w hen no m an ca n  w ork. 
A nd it m ay be la te r  th a n  w e th in k .”
—  W . H. C ra in .

J ohnson C ity , T e n n . :  “ V e rn o n  
L a w y e r- p reach ed  a  w eek fo r  th e  
M o u n ta in  V ie w  ch u rch  in  th e  C a r 
t e r -S e l l  a d d itio n . H e w as w ell r e 
ceiv ed  by  th e  b re th r e n  h e re , and  th e  
M o u n ta in  V iew  ch u rch  h as d ecided  
to  sen d  him  so m e th in g  m o n th ly  t o 
w ard  h is su p p o rt on th e  S . A fr ic a n  
field . O ne p la ced  m em b ersh ip  d u r
in g  th e  m e e tin g , and  tw o o th e rs  
hav e p laced  m em b ersh ip  s in ce .

“ W e had th r e e  re sp o n ses  to  th e  
in v ita tio n  a t  th e  L o c u st S t .  ch u rch  
d u rin g  N o v em b er, and  th e r e  hav e 
b een  tw o resp o n ses  so f a r  in D e c e m 
b er.

“ T h e  L o rd  h as op ened  a door 
in E rw in , T e n n e s se e , and  I  am  
p re a c h in g  e v e ry  o th e r  S a tu rd a y  
n ig h t th e re . I  cou ld  go ev en  m o re  
o f te n , b u t  m y sch ed u le  o f  w ork  is 
a lre a d y  m u ch  too  h eav y . O th e r 
in v ita tio n s  to  p re a c h  a t  o th e r  p o in ts  
in  th is  se c tio n  a re  b e in g  re c e iv e d  
r a th e r  fr e q u e n t ly  now . and  i t  seem s 
good to  hav e som e tim e  to  a c c e p t 
th e se  a lso . P r a y  th e  L ord  to  c o n 
tin u e  g iv in g  us o p p o rtu n itie s  to  
d evelop  th is  field  fo r  C h rist, and 
th a t  w e m ay  h av e  n e c e ss a ry  la b o r 
e rs  and  eq u ip m en t to  ta k e  fu ll  a d 
v a n ta g e  o f  th e  o p p o rtu n itie s .”
—  R o b e r t  B . B o y d.

“ I  f e e l  m u ch help ed  in re a d in g  
B r o th e r  R . H . B o ll ’s w ritin g s . I 
hope he m ig h t w rite  som e tim e  on 
th e  fo llo w in g  p a ssa g es  o f  s c r ip tu r e : 
I  Jo h n  1 :8 , ‘I f  w e sa y  th a t  w e h av e  
no sin , th e  tr u th  is  n o t in  u s ’ ; and 
I  Jo h n  3 :9 ,  ‘W h o so ev e r is b o rn  o f 
God d oth  n o t  co m m it s in : f o r  h is 
seed  re m a in e th  in  h im : and  he c a n 
n o t  s in , b e ca u se  he is b o rn  o f  G od .’ ”
—  M rs. A . L . D e a th e ra g e .

‘ T h a n k  you , and  e sp ec ia lly  th an k  
th e L o rd  fo r  th e  m an y  good  issu es 
o f  W o rd  and  W o rk  d u rin g  1 9 4 7 . 
I  am  b lessed , re fr e s h e d  and  en co u r
aged  by w h a t B r o th e r  B o ll and 
s e v e ra l o th e rs  h av e  w ritte n  —  as 
p u b lish ed  in W o rd  and  W ord . M ay 
I  com m end  N o v em b er and  D ecem 
b e r  e d ito r ia ls  re g a rd in g  U n ity  and 
H um an S ch em e s  o f  B e t te r m e n t .”
—  H . L . R ich a rd so n .

“ I ’ve a lw ay s a p p re c ia te d  t h e  
s p ir it  in  w hich  y o u r m ag az in e  is 
w r itte n . I f  u n ity  is a ch iev ed  it  will 
be th ro u g h  th e  k in d lin ess  and  tru th  
o f  a  p u b lica tio n  lik e  y o u rs .” —  V ir
g in ia  L . A dam s.

“ I  e n jo y  th e  W o rd  and  W o rk  and 
th e  fine lo v in g  s p ir it  o f  its  w rite rs .”
—  J .  O. H o tte l.

D a lla s , T e x a s :  “ T h e  ch u rch  work 
h e re  is v e ry  p le a sa n t. W e have out
grow n o u r s e a tin g  c a p a c ity  and  have 
now  w reck ed  th e  o th e r  sid e o f  the 
b u ild in g , and  h av e  had  p lum bers, 
e le c tr ic ia n s , p la s te r e r s , and  ca rp en 
te r s  a t  w ork th is  w eek  an d  la s t ,  and 
th e re  is m u ch  w ork  y e t  to  b e  done.”
—  J .  E . B la n s e t t .

A le x a n d ria , L a . : “ S e v e ra l m em -
b e rs  of  th e c h u rch  a t  2 0 2 6  D ay  S t., 
A le x a n d ria , a tte n d e d  s e rv ic e s  last 
M ond ay n ig h t a t  O ak d ale . B ro th e r  
N. B . W rig h t  o f  N ew  O rle a n s  gave 
a n e x c e lle n t  lesso n  on th e  Gospel, 
em p h a siz in g  th e  b e lie v e r ’s need  of 
it . B r o th e r  E ls to n  fo llo w ed  him 
w ith  som e tim e ly  re m a rk s  and also 
sa n g  a b e a u tifu l  son g  o f  h is  own 
co m p o sitio n .

“ D r. J .  M . F o r c a d e  o f  New 
O rle a n s  h as b e e n  a s s is tin g  in  Gospel 
m e e tin g s  a t  L e e sv ille , L ou isian a , 
w h ere  B r o th e r  O dis F o rd , a w orthy 
y o u n g  m an , is  m in is te r .” —  W . J . 
Jo h n s o n .

B r o th e r  Iv y  I s t r e ,  a lo n g  w ith  his 
w ife  and  son , K e n n e th , m ade a 
v is it  to  L o u isv ille  fro m  th e ir  home 
in Je n n in g s  in  th e  m o n th  o f  Ja n u 
a ry . B r o th e r  I s t r e  a tte n d e d  B ro th 
e r  B o ll ’s c la sse s  s e v e ra l y e a r s  ago. 
On th is  tr ip  he re n e w e d  a cq u ain 
ta n c e  w ith  s e v e ra l fr ie n d s  o f  those 
b y -g on e d ays. . So m e o f  th e  L ou is
v ille  b re th r e n , a lso  O. L . C au bles 
and  S ta n  W rig h ts  o f  P e k in , In d ian a , 
e n jo y e d  h a v in g  th e  I s t r e s  in th e ir  
hom es. B r o th e r  I s t r e  is doing a



fine w ork w ith  th e  Je n n in g s , L a  , 
c h u rch  and  in th e  L o u is ia n a  field 
in g e n e r a l . H e sp oke on th e  r adio 
w hile h ere . H is son , K e n n e th , r e 
m ain ed  in L o u isv ille  fo r  B r o th e r  
B o ll ’s c la sse s  and o th e r  w ork.

A b b ev ille , L a . :  “ Good in te r e s t  is 
m a n ife s te d  in th e  s e rv ic e s  o f  th e 
ch u rch  w hich  m e e ts  in o u r hou se. 
B r o th e r  L a F le u r  is d o in g  a good 
w ork h e r e .” —  H e n ry  R eed .

A  p ack ed  hou se (m o stly  you ng 
p eo p le ) e n jo y e d  a Y o u th  R a lly  a t 
th e  S h a w n e e  ch u rch , L o u isv ille , r e 
c e n tly . A  bus load  o f  y o u n g  peop le 
cam e fro m  C ed a r S p rin g s , a bus 
load  fro m  S e lle r s b u r g  and  a b o u t as 
m an y  fro m  N ew  A lb a n y , P o r tla n d , 
Je f fe r s o n  S tr e e t ,  H ig h la n d s ; and 
o th e r  c o n g re g a tio n s  w ere w ell re p 
re s e n te d . A  s u rp ris in g ly  la rg e  nu m 
b e r  o f y o u n g  p eop le  w ere  p re s e n t 
fro m  S h a w n ee  its e lf .  I t  w as g r a t i 
fy in g  fo r  us to  know  th a t  w e had 
so m an y  y o u n g  p eople in te re s te d  
in th e  w ork  o f th e  L o rd ! T h e  you ng  
p eop le  had c h a rg e  o f  th e  m e e tin g . 
B r o th e r  W illis  A llen  b ro u g h t th e  
m ain  ad d ress.

B r o th e r  B o ll  is ta k in g  a c la ss  
th ro u g h  th e  book o f  R o m a n s on 
M ond ay, T u e sd a y , and  W ed n esd ay  
a f te r n o o n s  a t  3 :1 5 .  B r o th e r  P h illip  
B o rn w a s se r  s ta te s  th a t  th is  is p ro v 
in g  to  be a g r e a t  stu d y . T h e  H ig h 
lan d  L ib r a r y  c la ss  w hich  m e e ts  
T h u rsd a y  m o rn in g s  a t  10  is  w ell 
a tte n d e d . B r o th e r  B o ll is c o n tin u 
in g  his stu d y  in g r e a t  ch a p te rs  o f  th e  
B ib le  in th e  F r id a y  n ig h t P o r tla n d  
c la ss . A n y  o f  th e se  c la sse s  a re  w ell 
w o rth  a tte n d in g .

T u n e  in  W G R C  e a ch  S u n d a y  
m o rn in g  a t  7 :4 5  and  h e a r  “ W ord s 
o f L i f e .” L a s t  S u n d ay  B r o th e r  B o ll 
b ro u g h t an  e lo q u e n t ap p ea l f o r  
C h ris tia n s  to  in clu d e th e  stu d y o f 
th e  p ro p h e tic  w ord in th e ir  se a rch  
f o r  tr u th . I t  w as an u n u su ally  fine 
m e ssa g e  and  w e hope to  p u b lish  it  
in  th e  n e x t  W ord  and  W o rk . B r o th 
e r  W ilso n  B u rk s  is  d o ing  a good jo b  
m a n a g in g  th is  p ro g ra m . B r o th e r  
B u rk s  s ta te s  th a t  s ix te e n  sp e a k e rs  
hav e b e e n  h ea rd  d u rin g  1 9 4 7 , in 
c lu d in g  s e v e ra l v is it in g  e v a n g e lis ts . 
E ig h te e n  c o n g re g a tio n s  o f th is  a re a  
hav e c o n tr ib u te d  f o r  th is  p ro g ram  
d u rin g  th e  y e a r .

“ I  am  c u rr e n tly  w o rk in g  as 
a s so c ia te  m in is te r  w ith  th e  A r te s ia , 
C a lifo r n ia , C h u rch  o f  C h ris t, w hile
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I am  a s tu d e n t a t  P e pp erd ine 
C o lleg e  in L os A n g e le s . T h is  co n 
g r e g a tio n  is su ch  an  in sp ira tio n  to  
m e th a t  I  w a n t to  try  to  sen d  th e  
s p ir it  o f  it  to  o th e r  c o n g re g a tio n s  
th ro u g h o u t th e  land .

“ T h e m in is te r , B r o th e r  J im m y  
Jo n e s , to o k  up th e  w ork h e re  a b o u t 
s ix  m on ths ago . A t th a t  tim e  th e re  
w ere  15 a d u lt m em b ers  and  a few  
ch ild re n  (o r  p erh ap s i t  w as th e  
o th e r  w ay a r o u n d ). N ow , how ever, 
th e r e  a re  7 5  a d u lt m em b ers, ov er 
a h u nd red  p erso n s in re g u la r  a t te n d 
a n c e  a t  S u n d ay  schoo l and  ju s t  
a b o u t th a t  m an y  a t  th e  “ p re a c h in g ” 
se rv ic e . T h e  S u n d ay  e v en in g  ad u lt 
tr a in in g  c la ss  has an  a v e ra g e  o f  25  
in a tte n d a n c e , w hile  th e  te e n -a g e  
tr a in in g  c la ss , w hich  d is in te g ra te d  
in to  n o n -e x is te n c e , w as re o rg an ized  
a  m o n th  ag o , and  la s t  S u n d ay  had 
2 0  p re se n t.

“ T h e  ch an g e  w as b ro u g h t a b o u t by 
th e  in te r e s t  and  zeal o f  B r o th e r  
Jo n e s  and  th e  c o n g re g a tio n . T h is  
g rou p  en g a g e s  in e x te n s iv e  p erso n a l 
w ork and  is p la n n in g  a re g u la r  
s e r ie s  o f  th re e  or fo u r  c o tta g e  m e e t
in g s a w eek . I t  u tiliz e s  road sid e 
s ig n s  and  th e  m ail to  le t  people 
kn ow  th a t  h e re  is a g ro u p  o f C h ris 
t ia n s  w o rsh ip p in g  C h ris t. T h e  c o n 
g re g a tio n  r e n ts  tw o b u ses to  b rin g  
th e  crow ds to  th e  v a rio u s  serv ices . 
I t  h as a ch u rch  office and  a  ch u rch  
s e c r e ta r y  and  w ith  th e  f ir s t  o f  th e  
y e a r  is u n d e rta k in g  to  p u b lish  a  
n e w s -le tte r  fo r  th e  b e n e fit  o f  a ll th e  
c it iz e n s  o f  th e  A rte s ia  a re a . E v e ry  
S a tu rd a y  n ig h t th e  y o u n g  people 
h av e  a  s o c ia l a f fa ir  o f  som e s o r t , 
w hich  h as b een  th e  m ean s o f b r in g 
in g  se v e ra l y o u n g  p eop le  to  C h rist.

“ D oes th is  seem  a fu ll p rog ram  
f o r  a c o n g re g a tio n  w hich  h as been  
o rg a n iz ed  on ly  a y e a r , w hich  re n ts  
f o r  S u n d a y  on ly  th e  b u ild in g  in 
w hich  i t  m e e ts , w hich , th ou gh  sp on 
sored  sp ir itu a lly  by  th e  B e llflo w e r 
ch u rch , re c e iv e s  no ou tsid e fin a n 
c ia l su p p o rt?  I f  so, w a it  fo r  th e  
r e p o r t  th is  t im e  n e x t  y e a r .” —  Jo h n  
K e rn a n .

W in c h e s te r ,  K y . :  “ In  r e c e n t  
m on th s th e  M ain  S t r e e t  c o n g re g a 
tio n  in  W in c h e s te r , K e n tu c k y , has 
b een  h o n o red  w ith  a  v is it  by  B r o th 
e r  J .  L . A dd am s, w ho to ld  o f  th e  
d ev e lo p m en ts  to  d a te  and  th e  fu tu re  
p la n s  o f  T h e  C h ris tia n  E d u ca tio n  
E x p a n sio n  P ro g ra m . A lso  B rother 
H ow ard  M arsh  h as v is ited  th e  
ch u rch  h e re  and  h as b ro u g h t us
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th e  u p -to -d a te  fa c ts  on T h e  S e lle rs -  
b u rg  H om e. B r o th e r  M arsh  w as 
a b le  to  b r in g  tw o g ro u p s o f  s in g e rs  
w ith  him . T h e ir  m e ssa g e  in  son g  
w as m o st in s p ira tio n a l.

“ E a c h  o f  th e s e  sp e cia l m e e tin g s  
w as m o st h e lp fu l to  ou r m em b ers  
an d  w e c o n tin u e  o u r p ra y e rs  th a t  
G od m ay  r ic h ly  b less  b o th  th ese  
v e ry  w o rth y  p r o je c ts .

“ T h e  w ork  a t  W in c h e s te r  show s 
s te a d y  p ro g re ss  in  g e n e r a l  in te r e s t ,  
in  in c re a s e  in b o th  S u n d ay  S ch o o l 
and  ch u rch  a tte n d a n c e , and  in our 
r e c e n t ly  rev iv ed  Y o u n g  P e o p le ’s 
W o rk .

“ T h e  a tte n d a n c e  o f  th e  Y o u n g  
P e o p le ’s G roup a v e ra g e s  ab o u t 
tw en ty -fiv e . T h is  grou p  r e c e n tly  
con d u cted  a  S u n d ay  n ig h t p ro g ram  
in a m o st com m en d ab le  m a n n e r.

“ W e a ll e n te r  th is  N ew  Y e a r  w ith  
h igh  hop es and  a fe e lin g  o f  g r e a te r  
fa i th  and  tr u s t  in  G od ’s g r e a t  and  
p re c io u s  p ro m ise s .” —  B . D. R a k e ,

“ J .  E d w a rd  B o y d  o f  G len m o ra  
re p o r ts  he is  re c o v e r in g  s a t is fa c to r i 
ly  fro m  th e  m um ps. S a y s  he had  a 
S W E L L  t im e .”  —  B ra d y  M . G re en .

S e lle rs b u rg , I n d . : “ T h e  w ork  a t
th e  Cherry S t r e e t  ch u rch  in  N ew  
A lb a n y  s ta r te d  off w ith  fine in te r e s t .  
U n ity  an d  p ea ce  and  love o f  th e  
b r e th r e n  c o n tin u e  to  p re v a il. A  
d esire  to  w o rk  and  do fo r  th e  L o rd  
is in  th e  m ind  o f  th e  ch u rch . D u r
in g  th e  m o n th  o f  Ja n u a r y  th e r e 
w ere  fo u r  added to  o u r n u m b er, 
tw o w ere  b a p tiz ed  and  tw o cam e by 
m em b ersh ip . T h e se  w ill g r e a tly  
s tre n g th e n  ou r w ork  and  w e ta k e  
c o u ra g e .” —  E d w ard  E , K ra n z .

D u g g e r, I n d .:  “ T h e  P h illip s
F a m ily  v is ited  us th e  f ir s t  o f  J a n u 
a ry . T h is  w as th e ir  in it ia l  tr ip  to  
D u g g e r. T h e ir  p re s e n c e  w ith  us 
w as an  in s p ira tio n  to  a ll  w ho m e t 
th em  an d  h e a rd  B r o th e r  P h illip s  
sp eak . H e v iv id ly  s e t  fo r th  th e  
n eed s  o f  th e  n a tiv e s  o f  A fr ic a .  No 
one c a n  d o u b t b u t th a t  h is  h e a r t  
g o e s  o u t to  th o se  b e n ig h te d  sou ls. 
F u n d s  f o r  th e ir  t r ip  to  A fr ic a  have 
b e e n  co m in g  in  n ic e ly  th is  m o n th , 
b u t  s t il l  n o t  f a s t  en o u g h , b re th r e n . 
D o n o t  stop  sen d in g , b u t  g iv e  ju s t  
a  l i t t le  m o re  i f  you  p o ssib ly  c a n . L e t  
us n o t  b e  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  a n y  d elay  
in  th e ir  g o in g . P r a y  w ith  th e  D u g
g e r  c o n g re g a tio n  th a t  h e a r ts  m ay 
b e b u rd en ed  to  g iv e . Y o u  m ay 
send  fu n d s to  m e, o r th ro u g h  th e 
M iss io n a ry  M e sse n g e r Office', 1 0 4 6  
D u d ley  A v en u e , L o u isv ille  4 , K e n 
tu c k y .” —  M a u ric e  C ly m o re .

S in c e  M o th e r  D o ty ’s d ea th  on 
Ja n u a r y  4 , B r o th e r  an d  S is te r  
Jo r g e n s o n  h a v e  c h a n g ed  th e ir  w in
t e r  p la n s , in te n d in g  now  to  leave 
th is  w eek  f o r  th e  D eep  S o u th  in 
s tea d  o f  C a lifo r n ia . T e n  o r  tw elve 
ch u rch e s  in th a t  a r e a  h a v e  req u ested  
s e r v ic e s  o f  so n g  o r  p re a c h in g .

Brother Boll Answers Questions
T h e  a t te n t io n  o f  ou r re a d e rs  is 

c a lle d  to  a  r a th e r  u n iq u e  a rtic le  
a p p e a r in g  on p ag e  3 9  o f  th is  issue. 
T h is  is a  re p ro d u c tio n  o f  a radio 
b ro a d c a s t  w h e re in  B ro . R . H. B o ll 
a n sw e re d  a s e r ie s  o f  q u estion s 
g a th e r in g  aro u n d  p ro p h e tic  m a tte rs . 
I t  is hoped  th a t  th is  a r t ic le  m ay 
c o n tr ib u te  to w ard  lov e  and  fe llo w 
ship  am o n g  sim p le C h ris tia n s .

MOTHER DOTY
On S u n d ay  m o rn in g , J a n u a r y  4 , S is te r  D o ty , m o th e r  o f  M rs. T . N. 

L a le , M rs. E . L . Jo r g e n s o n , and  M iss R e b e c c a  D o ty , in  h e r  8 9 th  y e a r , a f te r  
a lo n g  illn e ss , fe ll  p e a c e fu lly  a s le e p  in  th e  L o rd . S h e  w as a good  m o th e r ; 
and  a ll h e r  d ays, s in ce  in h e r  e a r ly  l i f e  she b e ca m e  a C h ris tia n , tru e  and 
fa i th fu l  to  th e  L o rd  Je s u s  C h ris t. H e r d e p a rtu re  w as to  h e r  loved  ones 
a sorro w , as  th e  d ea th  o f  a d ear m o th e r  m u st a lw ay s b e ;  b u t  to  h e r  a 
w elco m e re le a s e  fro m  th e  w ear y  m o n th s  o f  in a c tiv ity , s u ffe rin g , and 
in v a lid ism . N ow  she r e s ts  fro m  h e r  lo n g  l i f e  o f  to il  an d  la b o r , and  is “at 
hom e w ith  th e  L o rd ,” b id in g  th e  d ay o f  re s u r r e c t io n  a t  th e  L o rd ’s re tu rn . 
S is te r  D o ty w as b u ried  a t  O d essa , M o., w h e re  a lso  th e  b o d y  o f  B ro th e r  
D o ty , h e r  h u sb an d , w as la id  to  r e s t  som e y e a r s  ag o . —  R . Η . B .

B u t  w e w ould  n o t  h a v e  you  ig n o r a n t, b r e th r e n ,' c o n c e rn in g  them  th a t  
fa l l  a s le e p ; th a t  y e  sorro w  n o t, ev en  as  th e  r e s t ,  w ho h av e  no hope. F o r  
i f  w e b e lie v e  th a t  J e s u s  d ied  and  ro se  a g a in , ev en  so th em  also  th a t  a re  
fa l le n  as le e p  in  J e s u s  w ill God b r in g  w ith  h im . —  I  T h e ssa lo n ia n s  3 :1 3 -1 4 .

3 2



TELL CITY, INDIANA, CHURCH
Preston L. Winchell

T e l l  City ,  In d ia n a .  C h u rch  o f  C h ris t

E a r l y  in th e  1 9 0 0 ’s a fe w  b r e th r e n  o f  T e l l  C ity ,  In d ia n a ,  b e g a n  m e e t 
ing to g e t h e r  in hom es, c o n t in u in g  to  m e e t  f r o m  house to  h o u se  f o r  s ev era l  
years .  M a n y  o f  th e  L o r d ’s D a y  s er v ic es  as  well  as th e  m id-w eek serv ices  
w e re  held in th e  h o m e o f  B r o t h e r  and  S i s t e r  C h a r les  P e t t i t .  B r o t h e r  P e t t i t  
dep arted  to  b e  w ith  th e  L o rd  s ev e ra l  y e a r s  ago , b u t  S is te r  P e t t i t  s t i l l  w o r 
ships w ith  us. A t  th e  ag e  o f  8 9  she is o u r o ldest  a c t iv e  m e m b e r .

T h e  c o t ta g e  m e e t in g s  w e re  c o n t in u e d  un til  O c to b e r  18 ,  1 9 2 5 ,  a t  
w hich t im e  E v a n g e l i s t  E lm o  B r u m b a c k  held  a  s e r ie s  o f  m e e t in g s  in th e  
c i ty  hall ,  as  a r e s u l t  o f  w h ich  a  ch u r ch  o f  s e v e n te e n  m e m b e r s  w as 
o rganized .  S ix  o f  th e  s e v e n te e n  w ere  added d u rin g  th e  tw o w e e k s ’ m e e t in g .  
A t  th e  c lose  o f  th e  m e e t in g  th e  b r e th r e n  m ad e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  to  con d u ct  
t h e i r  r e g u l a r  s er v ic e s  in th e  c i ty  hall  u n t il  such  t im e as  th e y  could have 
a  c h u r ch  building.

On J a n u a r y  6 , a sm all  b u i ld in g  1 8  1/2 x 3 1  1/2 f e e t  w as  p u rch a se d  fro m  
the  colored  fo lk .  A s soon as  n eed ed  re p a irs  w e re  co m p le te d  th e  ch u rch  
moved in to  i ts  n ew  q u a r te r s .  T h is  b u ild in g  w as  used u n til  the seco n d  S u n 
d ay  in S e p te m b e r ,  1 9 4 5 ;  on th a t  date  we m oved  into  th e  b u ild in g  p ic tu red  
ab o v e.  T h is  s t r u c tu r e  is lo c a te d  a t  T e n t h  and L a f a y e t t e  S t r e e t s ,  a b o u t  
one h u n d red  f e e t  n o r th  o f  th e  old b u ild in g .  T h e  p r e s e n t  m e e t in g  p lace  
h a s  f o u r  S u n d a y  school ro o m s,  a sm all  r e s t  ro o m  and  b a p t is t r y .  I t  is 
h e a te d  b y  th r e e  a u to m a t ic  g a s  floor fu r n a c e s .

B r e t h r e n  who h ave  ass is ted  us in re v iv a ls  s in ce  we a c q u ire d  o u r  
p r e s e n t  b u i ld in g  a r e  as  fo l lo w s :  W .  E .  B r u m b a c k  and his f a t h e r ,  J .  W .  
B r u m b a c k ,  W il l ia m  B o s to n ,  M illard  S p r in g e r ,  O liv er  T .  K a y s  ( B r o t h e r  
K a y s  p re a c h e d  o n ce  e a c h  m o n th  f o r  tw o y e a r s ) ,  B i l ly  M addox,  E .  C. R in g e r ,  
H o w ard  T .  M arsh ,  H a rv e y  L e a c h .  J .  W .  D u n n .  E .  L  J o r g e n s o n ,  H. L. Olm- 
s tea d ,  B e r n a r d  W r ig h t ,  C. B .  R ig s b y ,  O . E .  M oss,  M a u r ic e  C ly m o re ,  O rell  
O v e rm a n ,  and  J .  R .  C lark .

T h e  f irst  lo c a te d  m in is te r  o f  th is  c o n g r e g a t io n  w a s  E .  C. R inger ,  
who c a m e  to  us in J a n u a r y ,  1 9 3 8 ,  an d  c o n t in u e d  w ith  us th ro u g h  1 9 4 0 .  
A f t e r  an  a b s e n c e  o f  a b o u t  tw o y e a r s ,  th e  R in g e r s  r e tu r n e d  to  T e ll  C ity  
in M ay ,  1 9 4 2 .  an d  s til l  serve  th e  ch u r ch  h e re .  U n d e r  th e  f a i t h f u l  le a d e r 
ship o f  B r o t h e r  R i n g e r  and  t h e  e v e r  p r e s e n t  help  o f  our L o rd ,  th e
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P re s to n  W in c h e ll, who p re a c h e s  a t

c o n g re g a tio n  h as grow n co n tin u a lly  
and  is now , a lo n g  w ith  h e r s is te r  c o n 
g r e g a tio n  L illy  D a le , re a c h in g  o u t to 
v a rio u s  m ission  p o in ts  in P e r ry  C o u n ty .

B r o th e r  R in g e r ’s o rig in a l hom e w as 
in D u g g e r, In d ia n a , w here his C h ris 
t ia n  p a re n ts  now  liv e . H e has done 
lo ca te d  w o rk  a t  B o rd e n , In d ia n a , Cam p 
T a y lo r , K e n tu c k y , C y n th ia n a , K e n 
tu c k y , and  N ew  O rle a n s , L ou isian a . 
He h as b een  q u ite  s u c c e s s fu l in ev an 
g e lis t ic  w ork  in In d ia n a , K e n tu ck y , 
T e n n e s se e , a n d  L o u isia n a . He 
g ra d u a te d  fro m  P o r tla n d  C h ristian  
S ch o o l and  h as a lw a y s  b een  a good 
fr ie n d  o f  th e  W o rd  and  W o rk .

D u rin g  h is  s ta y  in T e ll  C ity , B ro th 
e r  R in g e r  h as a lso  serv ed  th e  L illy  
D ale  c o n g re g a tio n , lo ca te d  a fe w  m iles 
o u t fro m  T e ll  C ity . F o r  s e v e ra l y ears  
he p re a ch e d  a t  an  e a r ly  S u n d ay  m orn
in g  se rv ic e  a t  T e ll  C ity  and  th e n  w ent 
to  th e  ru ra l c o n g re g a tio n , w h ere  he 
a lso  b ro u g h t a m e ssa g e . H e re c e n tly  
com p le ted  a  h om e lo ca te d  in th e  
c o u n try  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o ch u rch es. 
H ow ev er, he now  h as a cow orker, 
L illy  D ale . —  P u b .

TH E CHURCH
The following outline on The Church was found in an old Eng

lish cottage, the author being unknown:
1. Its Cost — the Greatest __ _ _ _Acts 20:28
2. Its Antiquity — the O ld e s t     __ — Ephesians 1:4
3. Its Foundation — the D e e p e s t __ I Corinthians 3:11
4. Its Materials— the Finest ____ ___ ___ Jude 1:20
5. Its Extent — the W id e s t_____________Revelation 5:9
6. Its Position — the Loftiest ____ __ _____Ephesians 2:6

  7. Its Builder — the Wisest _ _ _ Matthew 16:18
8. Its Owner — the R ic h e s t____ _ __ Hebrews 1:2
9. Its Security — the S a f e s t_______ _____Matthew 16:18 ·
10. Its Head — the M ig h tie s t__________  Ephesians 1:22
11. Its Priest — the Kindest __    Hebrews 4:15
12. Its Worship — the P u r e s t ____     John 4:23
13. Its Worshipers — the H o lie s t____ ___ Philippians 3:3
14. Its Prayers — the T r u e s t __________    Jude 1:20
15. Its Praises — the Sweetest __ _I Corinthians 14:15
16. Its Service—.the Longest __ _ __ Hebrews 13:15
17. Its Doctrine— the Simplest _II Corinthians 11:3
18. Its Unity — the S tron g est____ I Corinthians 12:20-27
19. Its Work — the Noblest _ _ I T h essalonians 1:9

  To Which May We Add:
20. Her Calling — the H ig h e st___ _____Philippians 3:14
21. Her Hope —the Most G lo r io u s_________Titus 2:13
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MAN’S PLIGHT IN SIN
Stanford Chambers

Sin is under condemnation. God’s judgment rested on sin be
fore man’s creation. He came upon the stage and went into sin, 
thereby coming under the condemnation already resting upon sin. 
That he has sinned, no accountable person will deny: “All have 
sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.” Under condemnation, 
what can he do? The answer is nothing — nothing until something 
is done for him. Λ condemned and guilty man’s life is doomed un
less there is hope for pardon. But he cannot pardon himself; he is 
at the mercy of the pardoning power, who, in the matter of man’s 
sin, is God — God alone.

Nor can the sinner take the initiative on behalf of his pardon. 
Before he came along God had made provision whereby He could 
be just and be the justifier of the ungodly. God took the initiative, 
sending out the proclamation that such provision has been made 
through His Son, and the condemned may lay' hold and be saved. 
Good news, that, indeed! A man does not have to accept, however, 
but he who rejects seals his doom. “He that believeth not shall be 
condemned.” Yea, “He that believeth not is condemned already.”

Now that adequate provisions have been m ade, what is there 
that the sinner can do toward his own salvation? There are those 
whose theory impels them to say that the sinner'ran do nothing, that 
he is depraved — “totally depraved”— that he can do absolutely noth
ing. If by that is meant that the sinner can in no wise merit salva
tion or pardon, very true. He cannot earn, he cannot purchase, he 
can by no means come to deserve salvation. However, but for the 
light of God’s grace he can never find salvation’s provision. But grace 
there is, light there is, provision there is. The sinner cannot ap
pease, he cannot by some course of behavior get on the good side of 
God and thus procure for himself salvation. ’All that is true, but to 
go beyond that is to say something unwarranted. “Total depravity” 
means without any tendency toward anything spiritual. That seems 
to be a fact concerning some men, but it was not so of Nicodemus; 
it was not so of Cornelius; it was not so concerning the young man 
“not far from the kingdom of God.” The sinner has responsibility, 
free will, free choice and conscience. The gospel proclamation sup
plies him motive; God’s Spirit will give him help as well as convic
tion; it is his, with all that, to act.

The sinner is a sentient and responsible being, capable of as
suming an attitude, and he does assume an attitude. He can re
pent; he may not. If he will, he can see with his eyes or he may 
close them. He can hear with his ears, understand with his heart, 
and turn again and be healed, in penitence appropriating the prof
fered grace of salvation. He can obey from the heart that form of 
doctrine, and surrender to Christ Jesus as Lord and be saved, or he 
can neglect all this and be lost. The sinner is responsible, else he 
would not be a sinner. In all God’s dealings, whether in grace or 
otherwise, He docs not relieve a man of responsibility at any point,
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Neither does the gospel of Christ. Let us not preach any gospel that 
does.

The sinner is “dead” through his “trespasses and sins.” Dead 
spiritually; his faculties however are not dead, and the gospel makes 
its appeal through these faculties. He has a spirit, and God is the 
Father of our spirits. Through the word the Spirit of God appeals 
to the spirit of man, which is capable of response, and responding 
is regenerated and brought into relationship with Him who begets. 
Response to an appeal is the sinner’s capability and responsibility. 
The gospel call is his opportunity. Thus the Holy Spirit at Pente
cost urged, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” I have 
found men waiting, waiting long, for God “in His own good time” 
to show them that He has chosen them unto salvation, show them 
that they were of “His elect.” They had been taught that they could 
do absolutely nothing; as a result, some such whom we have known 
have died thus waiting. They could not be persuaded that “Now 
is the acceptable time . . . now is the day of salvation.” Waiting 
thus they died; waiting, but lost! A doctrine that in its final analy
sis makes God responsible for the sinner’s doom is a false and fatal 
doctrine. A tree is to be judged by its fruit.

JESUS CARES
Ivy J. Istre

In Luke 19:36-46 we read that when the Lord Jesus drew nigh and 
saw the city of Jerusalem, he “wept over it.” His great heart of love 
and compassion was so moved that tears streamed down His cheeks. 
And why did He do so?

Perhaps we can think of several reasons for His weeping on this 
occasion. I want to call your attention to some of them.

It is recorded that as He wept Jesus was saying to Jerusalem, “If 
thou hadst known in this day even thou, the things which belong unto 
peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes” (Luke 19:42). Jesus was 
mourning over the blindness of His People. “If thou hadst known . . . 
but they are hid from thine eyes.” It is a pitiful sight to behold a 
blind person who is unable to see the glorious sunlight and the beauty 
of nature, but it is a far greater tragedy to behold one spiritually blind 
and unable to see and receive the manifold blessings of a loving and 
merciful Savior. The loss sustained from such blindness is eternal.

No one is better qualified than the Lord Jesus to appreciate the 
infinite value of such blessings, and the enormous loss brought on by 
spiritual blindness. And so He wept because Fie cares.

It was spiritual blindness that prevented His people from recog- 
nizing and receiving Him as their Messiah. In John 1:11-12 we 
read, “He came unto His own and they that were His own received 
Him not. But as many as received Him, to them gave He the right to 
become children of God, even to them that believe on His name.” Oh, 
if their eyes world have been opened so that they could have seen. 
They could have availed themselves of great blessings. But alas!
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they were blinded. Although they did not know it themselves, Jesus 
knew it and wept.

Among the mighty works which Jesus did during His personal 
ministry, was the casting out of demons from those who were possessed 
of evil spirits. He thus brought freedom, joy, and peace to many de
mon-possessed slaves. But the scribes that came down from Jerusalem, 
said, “He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the demons casteth 
he out the demons” (Mark 3:22). It was their spiritual blindness 
that caused them to attribute His mighty works to the power of evil.

It was spiritual blindness that prompted the multitude to request 
the release of the notorious criminal Barabbas rather than the Lord 
Jesus. Their blindness was so great that they “denied the Holy and 
Righteous One, and asked for a murderer” to be granted unto them; 
and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead. Their 
blindness was such that they could not see the “light of the world,” 
but cried out with reference to Him, “Away with Him!” and “Crucify 
Him.” But on the cross as the Son of God was treading the winepress 
alone, being crushed with the iniquity of us all, He prayed unto the 
Heavenly Father on behalf of them, “Father, forgive them for they 
know not what they do.” Oh yes, Jesus cares. I wonder whether the 
Father would have withheld His wrath if it had not been for that 
prayer.

But why such blindness? Was it not caused by envy and hatred? 
Early in the Lord’s personal ministry there were those Scribes and 
Pharisees who were envious of his influence with the common people. 
Such jealousy created hatred in their hearts against the Lord. They 
were blinded by that hatred and they immediately sought to find fault 
with Him in order to destroy His influence with the people. They 
used every possible means to create prejudice in the hearts of the peo
ple against the Lord, and they never let up until they had Him cruci
fied. It is astonishing what great crimes have been committed by 
blindness caused from hatred. The inspired writer John tells us, 
“Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him” (I John 3:15). One that 
hates is a potential murderer.

Jesus wept over the ingratitude of His people. He had laid down 
the wealth of His love before them, and they trampled it under their 
feet. To be ill-treated by those whom we have not wronged is trying 
enough. There are those who are persecuted by absolute strangers 
whom they do not know. But when those upon whom we pour our 
love turn against us, it is very trying and painful. So when Jesus 
drew nigh the city of Jerusalem and saw their carelessness and in
difference toward Him (yea, their hatred and the wicked intentions 
of the hearts of their leaders) and their lack of gratitude for the many 
blessings He offered them, He wept. Friends, what is our attitude 
toward Him? Is it such that will sadden His compassionate heart, or 
are we serving Him with gladness? Jesus cares. Do we?

People may live in open defiance to the will of God and follow 
after their own fleshly desire in the way of sin, but whenever their 
cup of iniquity overflows, God says, “It is enough,” and the judgment
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of God’s wrath falls. Oh yes, “The way of the transgressor is hard.” 
God’s word reveals unto us that “the wages of sin is death.” This 
death is eternal separation front God — eternal perdition! The Lord 
hath no pleasure in the death of hint that dieth. Knowing the awful 
punishment that a righteous and just God has decreed against sin, 
the Lord Jesus shed His blood on Calvary’s mount so that you and I 
might prevail to escape this eternal suffering. He did it of his own 
volition, for while we were yet sinners, He died for us. It was because 
He loves and cares for us that He did it. Are we interested enough in 
out eternal welfare to care about making preparation for eternity? 
He has given us His Word, are we reading it with interest and care? 
It points us to the living Savior, the only Savior, for “in none other 
is there salvation: for neither is there any other name under heaven, 
that is given among men, wherein we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

As Jesus looked over Jerusalem, He wept, for He had a vision of 
their great need. He saw their blindness, their hatred and ingrati
tude, and also the impending ruin that was about to befall them be
cause of their hardness of heart. We can hear the sympathetic Jesus 
saying, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets, and 
stoneth them that are sent unto her! how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gatherest her chickens under 
her wings AND YE WOULD NOT! Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate” (Matthew 23:37, 38.) It was their un
willingness to give heed unto the pleading of a merciful Savior that 
caused their house to be left unto them “desolate.” Jesus said unto 
the Scribes and Pharisees who were searching the scriptures because 
they thought that in them  they would have eternal life, “And ye will 
not come to ME, that ye may have life” (John 5:39,40). They 
searched the scriptures, but refused to go to the Savior concerning 
whom the scriptures bear witness. The trouble is not with God, but 
with the unwillingness and stubbornness of man.

The love of Jesus for a lost world has not abated. He came to 
seek and to save the lost. He is called the Friend of Publican and sin
ners. He is still the same sympathetic, loving Savior who is concerned 
and interested in the lost sheep. Above the din of revelry and laughter 
of a sin-laden world Jesus hears the sobbing cry for help from those 
penitent ones who come to Him for life. My Friend, are you numbered 
among them? Oh, if the world would only know how much the Lord 
loves, and how great is His concern for man! Then we would be 
more concerned about our eternal salvation. The victorious, resur
rected Lord commissioned His disciples, saying, “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation. He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be con
demned (Mark 16:15, 16). Give heed to the invitation of the com
passionate, loving Savior who invites, “Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light,” (Matthew 11:28-30.) Oh yes Jesus cares.
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BROTHER BOLL INTERVIEWED
(The following questions and answers were broadcast in Johnson 

city, Tennessee, a year or two ago, R. B. Boyd put the questions and 
R. H. Boll gave the answers.)

BOYD: I feel sure that many of our listeners will find this
broadcast to be of unusual interest this evening. Soon after Brother 
R. H. Boll came to Johnson City, I suggested that it would likely be 
profitable if he would answer some definite questions regarding his 
convictions on prophecy. I wanted you, our listeners, to hear for 
yourselves just what Brother Boll believes and teaches on some of these 
disputed matters, so I ’ve asked him some questions, all of which, at 
one time or another, have been asked by others, and Brother Boll is 
going to answer these questions at this time.

BOYD: Brother Boll, the impression has gotten out, in the minds 
of some, that you teach that the church came into existence by acci
dent, that the church is a mere “happen-so.” Is that what you teach?

BOLL: I believe and teach that the church is the outcome of
God’s eternal purpose, and was planned of God from eternity. Even 
as it is written in Ephesians 3:8-11: “Unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach unto the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men see what is the 
dispensation of the mystery which for ages hath been hid in God who 
created all things: to the intent that now unto the principalities and 
the powers in the heavenly places might be made known through the 
church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose 
which he purposed in Christ Jesus.”

BOYD: But, Brother Boll, didn’t you write an article in which
you referred to the church as a “contingent.” Doesn’t “contingent” 
mean “accident”?

BOLL: Some years ago in an article I spoke of the church as
“a new spiritual contingent.” Some one who apparently did not 
know his English very well concluded that a “contingent” was the 
same thing as a “contingency,” or something doubtful or accidental. 
But the word “contingent,” when used substantively, as a noun, of 
a class of human beings, means simply people of a certain kind, as, 
for instance, we speak of the democratic contingent in our neighbor
hood, or the colored contingent in our community. The idea of 
accident does not enter into the meaning of the noun “contingent.” 
When I learned that the word had been thus misconceived, I wrote a 
correction, calling attention to the rightful meaning of the word 
"contingent,” when used in such connection, and repudiating the 
charge that the church was represented as an accident. This correc
tion was published in the Word and Word, and later in the Gospel 
Advocate.

BOYD: But it has been said. Brother Boll, that the doctrine you 
teach m akes the church “an accident.” What about that?

BOLL: Nothing I teach could give room for such a conclusion.
I have never directly nor indirectly taught that the church was an 
“accident,” for the good and simple reason that I do not believe that
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the church is an accident. True — the doctrine of the church, as the 
Apostle Paul declared, was a “mystery,” a secret not fully revealed 
until Israel had rejected her Christ. But that does not make the 
church an accident, or an afterthought. In like manner, the sacri
fice of Christ could not have been revealed until sin had come into 
the world. But the cross was neither an accident nor an afterthought.

BOYD: There is a doctrine in the world, Brother Boll, known
as “second chance,” a term that has come to mean a chance to repent 
and be saved after death. Do you teach this “second chance” doc
trine?

BOLL: I believe in no chance of salvation after death; but my
belief and teaching is that “it is appointed unto men once to die, 
and after this cometh judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27.) And I never 
fail to warn and exhort men to turn to God and be saved now, 
while they can and may.

BOYD: It has been said. Brother Boll, that you teach that the
kingdom has not been established. Is that so — is that what you 
teach?

BOLL: I believe and teach that Jesus is King now, and the
Kingdom was established on the day of Pentecost; that the church 
is all there is of the Kingdom on earth now; that all who are in the 
church are in the Kingdom, and that that is the only way in which 
anyone can get into the kingdom. But I also believe that there is 
yet to be a future manifestation of the Kingdom — that those who are 
in the kingdom now are taught that through much tribulation they 
must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22); and that for the 
faithful there will be an abundant entrance into the eternal kingdom 
of our Lord and Savour Jesus Christ. (I Peter 1:11.) I further be
lieve and teach that when the seventh trumpet shall have been sounded 
the kingdom of the world shall become the kingdom of the Lord and 
of His Christ (Revelation 11:15); furthermore that the kingdom and 
the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole 
heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High. 
(Daniel 7:27.) For the Bible says these things. It is the distinguish

ing mark of nonsectarian Christianity that the simple Christian accepts 
nil the passages and nil that God has said on any and every subject. 
To take only som e of the statements of God’s Word and to explain 
away the rest is the distinctive way of partisans and sectarians.

BOYD: Brother Boll, is it true that you teach that the Gentiles
cannot be saved until all of the Jews are saved?

BOLL: That would be strange indeed in view of my personal
efforts these many years to lead Gentiles to the Lord, and the mission
ary work of the congregation where I have preached for more than 
forty years, to spread the word of salvation among the Gentiles in 
other lands.

BOYD: Why, then, has it been reported that “the doctrine you
teach would menu that the Gentiles could not now be saved”? Is 
there anything in what you teach about the Jews that makes such a 
conclusion necessary?

BOLL: I suppose that when people are minded to do so they can
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find something and impute meanings and teachings to a man, which 
the man himself has never so much as dreamed of. Thus they said 
of Christ that He said He would destroy the Temple and raise it up 
in three days; and they accused Stephen of speaking blasphemy against 
the holy place and the Law; and they charged Paul with teaching 
“Let us do evil that good may come.” Of course I never believed or 
taught such an absurd thing as that the Gentiles cannot now be saved, 
nor have I in any fairness laid myself open to such conclusions in any 
of my teachings.

BOYD: There seems to be in existence, Brother Boll, an impres- 
sion that you are the author of some particular prophetic theory, and 
that people, as individual students of the Bible, without help from you, 
or your students, would never arrive at the same conclusions and con
victions as you have. Have you any evidence that would prove other
wise?

BOLL: I must plead “not guilty” to such a charge. For fifty
years I have studied my Bible, also have taught it and preached what 
I learned from its pages. I have never held, and do not hold today, 
to any human creed, “theory,” or system of doctrine, as such; but only 
to that teaching which I find in the Word of God. And I am quite 
sure that any faithful student can find the same things in the Book 
that I have found. For a case in point, may I read you a letter I re
cently received from a brother in Tennessee, which speaks for itself:

M r. R . H. B o ll ,  S i r :
S in c e  b e co m in g  c o n v e r te d  to  C h r is t  I  have  s e t  aside a ll  w orld ly  

a f fa i r s  an d  am  s tu d y in g  th e  S c r ip tu r e s .
S t r a n g e l y  en o u g h ,  w h en  I  b e g a n  to  m a k e  m e n t io n  o f  th e  seco n d  

c o m in g  o f  C h r is t  and  his r e ig n  on e a r th  f o r  a  th o u sa n d  y e a r s ,  w hich 
I  h ad  g a th e r e d  f r o m  r e a d in g  R e v e la t io n ,  t h e  good  b r o th e r s  o f  th e  
c h u r c h  lo ok ed  a t  m e as  i f  I  had com poun ded  a fe lo n y .  A nd  so I  b e 
g a n  to  find o u t  t h a t  w h a t  I  h ad  r e a d  f r o m  t h e  B ib le  m a d e  m e  an  o u t 
c a s t  a m o n g  m y  own b r e th r e n .

S in c e  t h e y  c a lled  m e  “ B o l l i t e ” I  fo u n d  o u t  a b o u t  you and  am 
w r i t in g  you in  h o p e s  t h a t  y o u  can  help  m e  find s om eo n e  o f  o u r  f a i t h  
in  [ th is  c i t y ]  t h a t  I  c a n  ta lk  with .

S in c e r e ly ,
(S ig n e d )

P .  S .  I  g o t  y o u r  ad d r es s  f r o m  th e  te le p h o n e  d ir e c to r y  a t  t h e  p u b lic  
L ib r a r y .

BOYD: Well, that letter speaks plainly for itself. But, Brother 
Boll, you are sometimes charged with teaching premillennialism, and 
of being a premillennialist. Just what is premillennialism?

BOLL: My teaching all along has been that simple Christians
subscribe to no human creed nor commit themselves to any “theory” 
or any sort of ism. My endeavor is, and has been, to point out simply 
what the scriptures say — and ALL they say — on any and every theme. 
If in human weakness I have at any time fallen short of this aim, it 
was not intentional. I have always urged every one that came under 
my teaching to test for himself and to verify all things by the Word of 
God. I whole-heartedly subscribe to the motto of Brother Larimore: 
“ W E  are not right— T h e  B ib le  is right.” With the Word of God 
I stand or fall. The Christian should not, and does not contend for 
human opinions, theories, systems, creeds. God’s word is enough for
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him. And so I stand to this day a free Christian, not subject to any 
pre-millenarian nor to any anti-millenarian creed, free from human 
domination, subject only to the Lord, and bound to my brethren by 
the bonds of this faith and the Love which is in Christ Jesus. Some 
years ago during my visit in this city a sister called me over the 
telephone, and with a tense voice asked me, “Do you believe and teach 
that Jesus Christ will reign 1000 years on the Throne of David in 
Jerusalem?” “Does the Bible say that?” I asked. “No-o-o,” she 
answered emphatically. “Then I don’t believe or teach it,” I said. 
“Do I understand you to say that you don’t believe or teach that?” 
site answered. “Not if the Bible does not teach it,” said I. “Well, 
there may be some passages that seem  to teach that . . . ,” came her 
response. “Then (I said) I ’ll be likely to say some things that would 
seem  to teach that.” “But there are other passages that show that it 
isn’t that way.” “Then I ’ll be just as willing to present those passages 
also and to give them their full weight.” “But you don’t preach like 
Brother So and So and Brother So and So,” she said. “I am not going 
by that, sister,” I replied. Thereupon she hung up in disgust.

BOYD: How far back in the church of Christ does this pre-
millennial teaching date? When and by whom was it started?

BOLL: It was started by Christ and His Apostles. It was the
prevalent belief in the primitive church during the first 300 years. 
(See the Encyclopedia Brittanica, article “Chiliasm”; and Mosheim’s 

Church History, and Schaff’s Church History, or any other standard 
church-history.) As for the church of Christ of the Restoration move- 
ment, most, if not all, of the pioneer preachers held “pre-millennial” 
views. Alexander Campbell, Walter Scott, Dr. Barclay, Robert 
Milligan, Η. T. Anderson, Moses E. Lard, James T. Challen, and 
others preached and wrote more or less along the lines of doctrines 
which are now being branded as “unsound” by some, and for which 
some today are condemned by their brethren. Of the later preachers 
I may also mention Dr. T . W. Brents, J. A. Harding, and —on the 
Restoration of the Jews — J. W. McGarvey. Even the revered David 
Lipscomb has of late times been condemned by some for premillennial 
doctrines found in his writings!

These good brethren did not fall in with any sort of “ism.” They 
simply studied their Bibles and taught what they found there. And 
that is the birthright of every free-born Christian.

Be noble! and the nobleness that lies in other men, sleeping 
but never dead, will rise in majesty to meet thine own.

NEW ORLEANS, LA., BROADCAST

R ic h a rd  R a m s e y  and  B e r n a r d  W r ig h t  ca n  be h e a rd  over s ta t io n  
W W E Z  ( 6 9 0  k. c. ) ,  N ew  O rle a n s .  L a . ,  on e a ch  S u n d a y  m o r n in g  a t  8 :1 5 .  
T h is  p ro g ra m  is sp o n so red  b y  th e  S e v e n th  an d  C am p S t r e e t s  C hurch o f  
C h ris t .
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THOUGHTS WORTH WHILE
D. H. F.

"KILLED ” BY LOVE
There is a story of a deacon, who, goaded beyond endurance 

by the persistent malice of an enemy, vowed he would kill him. It 
came to the cars of the enemy, who waited to see what the harmless old 
man would do. Actually, the deacon sought every opportunity to do 
his enemy good. It was first an amusement to the enemy, but when 
at last the deacon gave costly and sacrificial service to save the man’s 
wife from drowning, the deathlock was broken. Said the enemy, 
"You’ve done what you said you would, you’ve killed me —or at least 
you’ve killed the man that I was. Now what can I do for you?” 
— Y o u n g  P eo p le 's  W eek ly .

HE REIGNS
Military chieftains now believe that he who can rule the skies 

can conquer the earth. U p  th e re , far above all principalities and 
powers, God reigns! W e  rest in the blessed assurance that soon He 
will reign down here! — D r. L o u is  S. B a u m a n .

BR IG H T ONLY WHEN USED
A woman who was showing a massive piece of family silver apolo

gized as she took it from the cupboard, "Dreadfully tarnished!” she 
said. "I cannot keep it bright unless I use it.” That is just as true of 
faith as it is of silver. Tucked away in the Sunday closet of the soul, 
and only brought out for show, it needs apology. You cannot keep 
faith bright unless you use it. — C h ro n ic le .

DR. MEYER’S TIM ETA BLE
Dr. F. B. Meyer was once traveling to Chicago. He had a Bible 

on one knee, and a timetable on the other. Presently a man entered 
the same coach. Noting the Bible he remarked to the doctor, “I 
guess that old Book of yours is played out.”

“What do you mean?” asked the doctor.
"W ell,” came the reply, "Don’t you know that the Old Testa

ment is made up of a lot of stories and traditions that are what you 
might call folklore, and that the New Testament endorses the whole?”

“Look here,” replied the doctor, “when I left the depot this morn
ing I bought this timetable. I don’t know who compiled it, nor the 
sources from which it was derived; but I have been watching and test
ing it for the last four hours, and have discovered that the list of 
stopping places it gives tallies exactly with those which occur en route. 
I am beginning to believe this timetable, and to feel that if it has 
proved true for the past I may trust it to get me to Chicago.”

The man greatly wondered what that had to do with the question.
Then the doctor explained: “This old Book has been tested by 

unnumbered millions. I have tested it myself from childhood. Take 
its prophecies — they have been literally fulfilled. It’s the Timetable 
of human pilgrimage.” — H ig h -S c h o o l C h ristia n .
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“I JU ST  SINGS”
A Negro washerwoman who had a very happy disposition was a 

constant source of surprise to her employer. She was never in the 
dumps. She never had any despondent spells, but was always rejoicing 
in the Lord. She was a very poor woman. She lived in two small 
rooms with almost no furniture or comforts of any kind, yet at the age 
of fifty-nine she was quite happy and contented. One evening her 
master said; “Jack [her name was Mrs. Jackson], what makes you so 
happy all the time? I never see you in the dumps. I never see you 
crying over anything. What is the secret of your constant joy?” Her 
reply was wonderful. We may all learn a lesson from it. She said; 
“I has no money to lose, so I never worry ’bout losin’ nothin’. What 
little furniture I has at home has all been given to the Lord, so if it 
gets stole or burned up, the Lord done burned up nothin’ of mine. 
And then I has a big, healthy body, and if I gets sick and dies, I ’se 
going right to be with Jesus, so I never worry ’bout that. I ’d just as 
soon that would come. So, you see, I haven’t nothin’ to worry ’bout, 
so I just sings,” — B ib le  E x p o sito r ,

A GOOD TRANSLATION
A young man went home from a theological school to visit his 

aged grandmother. To have a bit of fun at her expense, he said; 
“Grandmother, you know that the Bible you say you believe was writ- 
ten in Hebrew and Greek. It had to be translated by great scholars 
into our language. How do you know those who translated it got it 
right?” “Ah, Jamie, lad,” she answered, “never mind the great men; 
I have translated a few of them promises myself.” -  T h e  O v e rc o m e r ,

TH E REALLY POOR MAN
A man is poor:
If he is without friends.
If he has lost his self-respect.
If his morals are questionable.
If he has lost his grip upon himself.
If he is selfish, uncharitable or cruel.
If his mind and soul have been neglected.
If making money has crowded out the cultivation of his spiri

tual life.
If all his investments and possessions are laid upon earth and he 

has no treasures in heaven. — S o u th e rn  C h u rc h m a n .

HOW HE M ET ABUSE
The politest man has been discovered. He was hurrying along 

the street one night when another man, also in haste, rushed out of 
a doorway, and the two collided with great force. The second man was 
infuriated, and spoke abusively, while the polite man, taking off his 
hat, said very quietly: “My dear sir, I don’t know which of us is to 
blame for this encounter, but I am in too great a hurry to investigate. 
If I ran into you, I beg you pardon; if you ran into me, don’t mention 
it.” And he tore away with redoubled speed. — From F o rw a rd .
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“FAITH  OF OUR FA TH ERS”
E. L. J.

INTRODUCTION TO  FEBRUARY INSTALLMENT 
The earliest “Reformers” of the 16th century may not have 

recovered themselves entirely from Romish traditions and notions 
about the end of time. This is more or less true of Martin Luther 
and Philip Melancthon of Germany, John Calvin of France, Ulrich 
Zwingli of Switzerland, and John Knox of Scotland. But none of 
them were “Post-Millennialists” — not one! They all repudiated the 
allegorizing, spiritualizing mode of interpretation introduced in early 
times by Origen, and revived much later than their own day by 
Whitby. They all held firmly to the main point in “that blessed hope” 
— that the Coming of Christ was ever imminent, and they stirred their 
followers mightily with the preaching of it. Not one of them looked 
for any millennium or “golden age” on earth before the second advent, 
but all alike repudiated such an expectation. They prayed for and 
earnestly desired His coming, and they hoped that it was very near.

Yet, even then, the fuller light was breaking concerning the 
Second Coming and the glories that should follow. With the spread 
of Bibles in the vernacular — Luther’s in Germany and Tyndale’s 
in England — there arose devoted men, free men, men who loved not 
their lives even unto death, who dared to preach “the whole counsel 
of God,” regardless of tradition. From some of these we quote this 
month: Tyndale, Latimer, Cranmer — martyrs all; and also from Knox 
and “the illustrious Mede.” — E. L. J.

WILLIAM TYNDALE, A. D. 1530 
Tyndale, the celebrated English reformer, was born in the 

fifteenth century, educated at Oxford and Cambridge, and is claimed 
as a Baptist in sentiment. He was connected with the Wickliffites, 
imbibed the doctrines of Luther, and in 1532, translated into English, 
and printed the first English edition of the Bible. The following 
is his principle of interpreting the sacred Scriptures:

“No man dare abide by the literal sense of the text, but under 
a protestation, if it shall please the Pope. Thou shalt understand, 
therefore, that the Scripture hath but one sense, and that is the 
literal sense; and that literal sense is the root and ground of all, and 
the anchor that never faileth, whereunto if thou cleave, thou canst 
never err nor go out of the way. . . . The greatest cause of which 
captivity and decay of faith, and this blindness wherein we are now, 
sprang first from allegories; for Origen and the doctors expounded 
one text twenty different ways, as children make descant upon plain 
song. Yea, they are come into such blindness that they not only say 
the literal sense profiteth not, but also that it is hurtful and killeth 
the soul.” *

*  W o rk s ,  vol.  1, p. 3 0 7
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Latimer was born in Leicestershire, Eng., 1470. In early life he 
was a Papist, but embracing Protestantism at the age of fifty-three, 
he became a zealous champion of the Reformation. In 1535, Henry 
VIII made hint Bishop of Worchester, but this office he soon after 
resigned, refusing the mitre. He had the courage to write a letter 
to King Henry against a proclamation just published, forbidding the 
use of the Bible in English, in which he told that monarch, “the day is 
at hand when you shall give account of your office, and the blood which 
hath been shed by your sword.” *

Having spoken in his third Sermon on the Lord's Prayer of a 
future Parliament, different from the parliaments of this world: “A 
parliament in which Christ shall bear the rule and not men; and 
which the righteous pray for when they say, ‘Thy kingdom come,’ 
because they know that therein reformation of all things shall be had,” 
he says: “Let us therefore have a desire that this day may come quickly; 
let us hasten God forward; let us cry unto him day and night, ‘Most 
merciful Father, thy kingdom come.’ ”

After saying that the saints in that day “shall be taken up to meet 
Christ in the air, and so shall come down with him again,” he adds, 
“That man or that woman that saith these words, ‘Thy kingdom come,’ 
with a faithful heart, no doubt desireth in very deed that God will 
come to judgment, and amend all things in this world, and put down 
Satan, that old Serpent, under our feet.” †

THOMAS CRANMER
I n  C a te c h ism  o f  E d w a r d  V I ,  1 5 5 0  ( a c c o r d in g  to  “ B u r n e t ’s 

H is to r y ,” V o l .  I I I , p. 4 )
Q uestion : “How is that petition, Thy kingdom come, to be

understood?”
Answer: “We ask that his kingdom may come, because that as

yet we see not all things subject to Christ; we see not yet how the stone 
is cut out of the mountain without human help, which breaks into 
pieces and reduces to nothing the image described by Daniel: or how 
the only rock, which is Christ, doth possess and obtain the empire of 
the whole world, given him of the Father. As yet Antichrist is not 
slain; whence it is that we desire and pray that at length it may come 
to pass and be fulfilled; and that Christ alone may reign with his 
saints, according to the divine promises; and that he may live and 
have dominion in the world, according to the decrees of the holy 
Gospel, and not according to the tradition and laws of men, and the 
wills of the tyrants of this world.”

Q uestion : “The sacred Scriptures call the end of the world the
consummation and perfection of the mystery of Christ, and the reno
vation of all things, for thus the Apostle (Peter) speaks in his second 
epistle, chapter 3, ‘We expect,’ etc. Now, by what means or circum
stances those things shall be brought to pass, I desire to know of thee?” 

Answer: “I will declare, as well as I can, the same Apostle
attesting. The heaven, in the manner of a stormy tempest, shall pass

*  C h r is t ia n  In d e x ,  p. 1 3 7  
† S e r m o n  f o r  th e  S e c o n d  S u n d a y  in A d v e n t
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away, and the elements actuating, shall be dissolved, and the earth, 
and the works therein shall be burnt. As if the Apostle should say, 
the world, like as we see in the refining of gold, shall be wholly purged 
with fire, and shall be brought to its utmost perfection; man, imitating, 
shall likewise be freed from corruption and change. And so for man’s 
sake for whose use the great world was created, being at length reno
vated, it shall put on a face that shall be far more pleasant and 
beautiful,”

KNOX, A. D. 1550
John Knox, the great champion of the Scottish Reformation and 

founder of the Presbyterian Church, was born at East Lothian, 1505. 
He was eloquent, influential and intrepid, and so mighty with God 
that Queen Mary said she feared his prayers more than an army of 
twenty thousand men. On the doctrine of the earth’s renovation Knox 
writes, “to reform the face of the whole earth, which never was, nor 
yet shall be till that righteous King and Judge appear for the restora
tion of all things.” Acts 3:21. In his letter to the faithful in London, 
dated 1554, he, on the Redeemer’s advent, asks, “Has not the Lord 
Jesus, in despite of Satan’s malice, carried up our flesh into heaven? 
[I Timothy 2:5.] And shall he not return? We know that He shall 
return and that with expedition.”

MEDE, A. D. 1720
The Pre-Millennial doctrine rose to much eminence in the 17th 

century. First and highest on the list stands the illustrious Mede, 
whom David Brown, of Scotland, styles “The Prince of Millenarians.” 
Twiss and Usher sit as pupils at his feet, and Baxter modestly says, 
“I cannot confute him.” Bunyan, “the Prince of dreamers,” also sides 
with him in the personal reign.

Joseph Mede, B. D., styled “the illustrious Mede,” was born in 
Essex, England, 1586. His “Clavis Apocalypticae” is well known to 
prophetic students, and all his biographers concur in pronouncing 
him “a pious and profoundly learned man,” and add that “in every 
part of his works the talents of a sound and learned divine are 
eminently conspicuous.”

I Thessalonians 4:14-18. Paraphrasing verse 17 thus, “After this, 
our gathering together unto Christ at his coming, we shall from hence
forth never lose his presence, but always enjoy it,” etc. He argues 
that the redeemed will reign neither in heaven, nor in the air, but 
“on the earth,” — Revelation 5:10. He then gives the cause of this 
“rapture of the saints on high.” “The saints’ being translated into 
the air, is to do honor to their Lord and King at his return, and . . . 
that they may be preserved during the conflagration of the earth, and 
the works thereof; that as Noah and his family were preserved from the 
deluge by being lifted up above the waters in the ark, so should the 
saints at the conflagration be lifted up in the clouds unto their ark, 
Christ, to be preserved there from the deluge of fire, wherein the 
wicked shall be consumed.” *

*  M e d e ’s W o rk s ,  B o o k  I V ,  p. 7 7 6
47



“The rising of the martyrs is that which is called ‘the first 
resurrection,’ being as it seems a prerogative to their sufferings above 
the rest of the dead, who as they suffered with Christ in the time of 
his patience, so should they be glorified'with Him in the reign of his 
victory before the universal resurrection of all. ‘Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first resurrection, for on such the second 
death hath no power;’ namely, because they are not in via but in patria, 
being a prerogative, as I understand it, of the first sort of reigners only, 
and not of the second. Thus I yet admit the first resurrection to be 
corporeal, as well as the second, though I confess I have much striven 
against it, and if the text would admit another sense less free of para
dox, I had yet rather listen unto it, but I find it not. However, to 
grant a particular resurrection before the general is against no article 
of faith, for the gospel tells us, Matthew 27:52-53, that at our Saviour’s 
resurrection, ‘The graves were opened and many bodies of the saints 
which slept, arose and came out of their graves, and went into the 
holy city, and appeared unto many.’ Neither was the number of them 
a small number, if we may credit the Fathers, or the most ancient 
records of Christian tradition. For of this was that famous saying, 
‘That Christ descended alone, but ascended with a multitude.’ ”

He says again, “When at first I perceived the Millennium to be a 
state of the church consequent to the times of the beast, I was averse 
from the proper acceptation of that resurrection, taking it for a rising 
of the church from a dead estate; yet afterward, more seriously con
sidering and weighing all things, I found no ground or footing for 
any sense but the literal. (His biographer says: ‘He tried all ways 
imaginable to place the Millennium elsewhere than after the literal 
first resurrection, and, if it were possible, to begin it at the reign of 
Constantine. But after all his striving, he was forced to yield,’ etc.) 
For first, I cannot be persuaded to forsake the proper and usual 
importment of Scripture language, where neither the insinuation of 
the text itself, nor manifest tokens of allegory, nor the necessity and 
nature of the things spoken of (which will bear no other sense) do 
warrant it. For to do so, were to lose all footing of divine testimony, 
and instead of Scripture, to believe mine own imagination. Now 
the 20th of the Apocalypse, of all the narrations of that book, seems 
to be the most plain and simple, most free from allegory and the in
volution of prophetic figures; only here and there sprinkled with such 
metaphors as the use of speech makes equivalent to vulgar [common] 
expressions, or the former narrations in that book had made to be as 
words personal or proper names are in the plainest histories; as ‘old 
serpent,’ ‘beast,’ etc. How can a man, then, in so plain and simple a 
narration, take a passage of so plain and ordinarily expressed words 
(as those about the first resurrection are) in any other sense than the 

usual and literal? #
Usher (of the famous “Chronology”) said of Mede’s Comment 

on the Apocalypse, “I cannot sufficiently commend.it.” *

*  W o rk s ,  B o o k  I V ,  p. 7 7 0
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