
THE WORD AND WORK
(V o lu m e  X L I I ,  J u l y ,  1 9 4 8 )

FOLLOWING A MIRAGE
Ton a Covey

A desert traveler with waning hope,
Trudging with faltering steps ahead,
Conies to a marker pointing right:
“Water ten miles this way,” it read.

“Water ten miles — ten miles,” he mused —
His burning eyes scanned the desert waste:
“Ten miles or twenty, I have no choice;
Water it is or with death I ’m faced.”

He is choosing the ten — but stops abrupt 
And looks again o’er the burning sand;
“It cannot be true — yet there it is,
Not ‘water ten miles,’ but just at hand.”

He’s seeing there in the dazzling light 
A lake with a beach, and grass and trees,
And waves that roll in toward the land 
And break on the sand before the breeze.

“I’ll go to the shade and rest,” he thinks,
And he turns his steps toward the tempting shore; 
Though many a weary mile he went,
The fantastic waters were still before.

His bleaching bones still mutely say 
To all who travel this dreary land;
“Rest choose real water though ten miles on,
Than any mirage that is ‘just at hand.’ ”

W ORDS IN SEASON
R. H. R.

COD’S SEV ERITY TOWARD THE FRU ITLESS
Toward fruitlessness the attitude of our God, though generally 

so loving and merciful and long-suffering toward the ignorant and 
erring, is terribly stern and severe. The fruitless branch is taken away. 
(John 15:2.) The fruitless tree is to be cut down. (Luke 13:7; 
Matt. 3:10.) The unfruitful vineyard is given over to wild beasts 
and the rain of heaven is denied to it. (Isa. 5:5, 6.) Fruitless Chris
tianity is nigh unto a curse. (Heb. 6:7, 8.) The fruitless church 
will perish of internal strife and decline of faith and interest. The
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fruitless Christian will not only receive no more help and blessing 
from God, but is doomed to lose the little light and faith and power 
he hath.
THE CURSING OF THE FIG TR EE

In those last days before His sufferings the Lord Jesus came one 
morning on His way from Bethany to Jerusalem, and He hungered. 
Afar off He saw a fig tree clothed with leaves, and He went to it, “if 
haply he might find anything thereon.” He found nothing but 
leaves, and in the hearing of His disciples he said: “No man eat fruit 
from thee henceforward forever.” As they passed by another morn
ing, the disciples observed that the fig tree was withered away from 
the roots, and remarked to Jesus about it. Clearly the word of God 
can kill as well as make alive; it can curse and blight as well as bless 
and heal. Jesus hungers yet and comes to His fig trees — in a sense 
of which that literal hungering and seeking for literal fruit on the 
literal tree is typical — to His congregations, to individual Christians, 
looking for the returns of His investment and planting: Christlike 
deeds, fruit of the Spirit, work for the saving of others near and far. 
Sometimes He sees of the travail of His soul and is satisfied, and 
blesses more abundantly those who have been a blessing. And 
sometimes — let us face the truth solemnly — sometimes He is dis
appointed, and, no man knoweth how or when, withdraws His bless
ing and damns with fruitlessness forever. God forbid that it should 
be so with us. Let us use our light. Let us do som ething  for God and 
man, in. the name of Christ and with all our heart. Let us directly 
and indirectly seek and save that which is lost. For with what meas
ure ye mete it shall be measured unto you, and more shall be given 
you.
IT WAS NOT Y E T  THE SEASON OF FIGS

There is the perplexing statement in Mark’s Gospel that Jesus 
found no figs on the tree because “it was not the season of figs.” It 
would appear then, at first sight, that Jesus acted unreasonably in 
cursing the tree for its failure. But not to us. We know Him; and 
however strange His course may at any time seem, we could but 
wonder and set about to seek the wisdom and righteousness which 
always characterize His actions. The enemies of the Lord, to be 
sure, are quick and glad to seize upon such a superficial difficulty 
and on the strength of it to accuse Jesus of unreasonableness and 
vindictiveness of temper, though all the rest of His wonderful life 
bears witness to the contrary. They are in no position to see more 
than appearances (John 7:24), for the very hostility of their attitude 
disqualifies them for righteous judgment and spiritual insight. A 
little study of this case reveals with what great, good reason Jesus 
acted in the cursing of the fig tree. The fig tree has this peculiarity: 
that its fruit appears before  its leaves. If, then, a tree is full of leaves, 
it is fair to expect fruit on it. If it had no fruit as yet, then neither 
should it have leaves as yet. If the tree had been bare, neither Jesus 
nor any one else would have gone to it seeking fruit, for, indeed, it 
was not yet the season for figs. It was about the end of March. Figs 
do not ripen till June. But if it was too early for figs, it was also
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too early for l eaves. This, however, was a remarkable tree: full of 
leaves so early in the season. What reason, then, that it should 
not have fruit also? The leaves are, as it were, profession; but when 
no fruit was found, the profession turned into empty and disgusting 
pretentiousness. And so with God’s people. Their fruit should be 
first. Name and reputation should be the result of the good fruit. 
Their profession should be backed up by reality. For God is a hard 
judge of pretense.

THE JEW ISH  FIG T REE
The Jews, like the leafy fig tree, made great ado over their own 

enlightenment in the truth and their position as God’s elect nation, 
and were full of claims and professions. “But if thou bearest the 
name of a Jew,” writes Paul in exposing this very pretentiousness, 
“and restest upon the law, and gloriest in God, and knowest his will, 
and approvest the things that are excellent, being instructed out of 
the law, and art confident that thou thyself are a guide of the blind, 
a light of them that are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a 
teacher of babes, having in the law the form of knowledge and of 
the truth” — and then proceeds to scathe them the more fiercely for 
their absolute failure, since, instead of their being a credit to God 
and God’s truth, the name of God was actually blasphemed among 
the Gentiles on their account! And, far from repenting of their 
way, their very pretentiousness and conceit made it impossible to 
reach their consciences. So the rejection came, and Israel withered 
away into barrenness, cursed and rejected “until the fullness of 
the Gentiles be come in.” (Rom. 11:25.)
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF GREAT PROFESSIONS

And, behold, you bear the name of Christ (as, indeed, you 
should); and you stand upon the simple gospel, (just as God would 
have it); and you profess to a pure doctrine and worship, and are 
confident that you hold the truth that is needed to enlighten the 
erring and to set the sectarians right; that you are members and repre
sentatives of the one and only true church which Jesus built. It is a 
high and great profession. Take heed — take the more heed ex
ceedingly, that your profession is backed by fruit adequate and pro
portionate; for God will require it; lest haply, seeking fruit, He be 
disappointed, and your claims be found to be empty pretense, and 
haply it be found that the Truth is blasphemed among the sects 
and in the world because of you. Or, better, let us beware of big 
professions; but in no wise abating our earnest insistence on the truth, 
let us walk humbly with God and men, doing good in the name of 
our Lord; being ready always to point out the truth and to give a 
reason of the hope that is in us to him that asks us, yet with meekness 
and fear. Let us point men to God and to the Word rather than to 
ourselves. Let us see about the fruit; the leaves will take care of 
themselves. And as we prove in our lives before men the superior 
excellency of God’s plans and ways, we need not proclaim the super
iority of our religion so greatly with our lips; for “a city that is set 
upon a hill cannot be hid.”
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GOD’S WATCH OVER ISRAEL
How severely God punishes Israel for her idolatry and her 

wickedness is told and foretold by the prophets. (Amos 3:2.) By the 
hand of the Gentile nations He laid His terrible judgments upon 
Israel. But then He turned and took vengeance upon those nations 
for the evil they had done to Israel. Although Israel was altogether 
worthy of all that came upon her, and God, in His providence had 
put it into the hands of those nations to execute His judgments 
upon her, yet He held those nations responsible for what they had 
done to the people. For these nations were not acting in obedience 
to God, but from motives of their own — motives of hatred and 
malice toward Israel. Now God watches that closely. He does so 
to this day. God’s ancient oracle concerning. Israel, “Blessed is he 
that blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee,” has never 
been rescinded; and “He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber 
nor sleep.” For the hatred of Israel (the modern “Antisemitism” 
also — whatever may be the immediate pretext or reason of it) is in 
its final analysis hatred of God. Israel is suffering terribly at the 
hands of the nations today. From God’s side of it her affliction is 
just. But as to those who afflict her — God will call them to account 
for it. After all, the judgments that befall Israel are disciplinary 
and remedial; but the vengeance upon their oppressors is retributive 
and final. “Hath he smitten them as he smote those that smote them?” 
asks the prophet. The implied answer is, “No.” (Isaiah 27:7.) 
The smiting of Israel is of a sort different from the smiting of their 
adversaries. It is their chastisement. It looks forward to a day 
when its purpose shall be attained, when the indignation shall be 
accomplished. He has chosen them in the furnace of affliction. (Isa. 
48:10.) “In overflowing wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; 
but with everlasting lovingkindness will I have mercy on thee, saith 
Jehovah thy Redeemer.” (Isa. 54:8.) “For I am with thee, saith 
Jehovah, to save thee: for I will make a full end of all the nations 
whither I have scattered thee, but I will not make a full end of thee; 
but I will chastise thee in measure, and will in no wise leave thee 
unpunished” (Jer. 30:11). But the day will come when a message 
shall be spoken to the heart of Jerusalem, and it will be said unto her 
that her warfare is accomplished, her iniquity is pardoned, that 
she hath received at Jehovah’s hand double for all her sins (Isa. 
40:1, 2).
THE A PPLE OF HIS E Y E

“He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his eye.” (Zech. 
2:7.) How sensitive God is regarding anything that is done or said 
against the people of Israel is seen in the judgments He pronounces 
upon the nations, and the reasons He gives for the same. Thus He 
sends, for example, a punitive message against “the children of Am
mon” (Ezek. 25). And what had Ammon done? She had said 
“Aha” — a shout of glee — against God’s sanctuary, when it was pro
faned, and against the land of Israel when it was made desolate; and 
against the house of Judah when they went into captivity. “B e
cause thou hast clapped thy hands and stamped thy feet, and re-
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joiced with all the despite of thy soul against the land of Israel, 
th ere fo re , behold, I have stretched out my hand upon thee, and will 
deliver thee for a spoil to the nations . . (Ezek. 25:6, 7.) Moab 
and Seir, when Israel fell said (what many are saying now) “Be
hold the house of Judah is like unto all the nations” — and there
fore the Lord will execute judgments upon Moab. Edom had 
wreaked her vengeance upon the house of Judah; Tyre also had 
spoken against Jerusalem and rejoiced in her fall, saying, “Aha, she 
is broken that was the gate of the peoples; she is turned unto me 
[meaning, “that is to my advantage” |; I shall be replenished now 
that she is laid waste.” God had taken notice of all this, and be
cause of this He uttered His judgment against these nations. Their 
attitude toward Judah and Jerusalem betokened their attitude to
ward Jehovah, the God of Israel.
ABOUT THE CHURCH

Nearer to God than the nation of Israel is the church of the Lord, 
the body of Christ, the Bride, the Lamb’s wife. What is your atti
tude toward her? Those who hate her'stand in enmity and opposi
tion to the Lord who loved her and gave Himself for her. Those 
that love Him will work and toil for her blessing and up-building.

“For her my tears shall fall,
For her my prayers ascend.

To her my cares and toils be given 
'Fill toils and cares shall end.”

Portland School Closes 1 947 -48  Session
Stanford Chambers

Portland Christian School, Louisville, sponsored by the Port
land Avenue Church, closed its twenty-fifth session on the night of 
June 6th. The address was by Edward Kranz, Minister of New Albany, 
Indiana church. It was the 21st Senior graduation. Four young 
men and one young lady received diplomas. All five are earnest 
Christians; two of the young men do very acceptable preaching. 
On the night of June 6th seventeen boys and girls graduated from 
the eighth grade, Albert Von Allmen of the class of ’28, teacher in 
Louisville Public Schools, giving the address. The preceding Tues
day night was the Primary-Intermediate night. From Baccalaureate 
night (May 30) on the atmosphere was distinctly spiritual, and 
doubtless spiritual fruit will be in evidence years hence. Notwith
standing the effort on the part of the Alumni Building Fund Com
mittee to gather sufficient funds to construct a new building for the 
school, which it is hoped will materialize before fall, the general 
funds were kept replenished and all running expenses were met. The 
teachers, insufficiently remunerated, did however receive a “bonus” 
at closing time. 162 pupils received, some more, some less, benefit 
from the school the past year.
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N EW S AND NOTES
Louisv ille ,  K y . :  “ T h e  ser ie s  o f

m e e t in g s  a t  F a i r  P a r k . D a l la s, w as 
an  e n jo y a b le  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e  v is 
ib le  f r u i t f u ln e s s  d u rin g  th is  t im e ,  
J u n e  6 to  J u n e  17 ,  w as  n in e  r e 
sponses.  O f  th ese  two w e re  c o n 
fe ss io n s ,  f o u r  m e m b e rsh ip s  and  
th r e e  ren ew als .  T h e  b r e th r e n  a t  
F a i r  P a r k  a re  happ y and busy in the  
L o r d ’s work. B r o t h e r  Η. E .  B e c k  
is doing a co m m e n d a b le  w o rk  in th is  
field.

“ T h e  S o u th  L o u isv ille  C h u rch  
c o n t in u e s  to show ev id en ces  o f  
grow th .  In  M ay  n in e  c o n fe sse d  
th e i r  L o rd  and  w ere  b ap tized ,  fo u r  
cam e fo rw a rd  f o r  re n e w a ls .  E le v e n  
o f  th e se  m ad e  decision  d u rin g  th e  
U n io n  Y o u th  Revival .  D u r in g  J u n e  
tw o h ave  placed  m e m b e rsh ip  w ith  
us.

“ A t  p r e s e n t  I am  w ith  th e  C h e rry  
S t r e e t  C h u rch ,  N ew  A lb a n y ,  and 
hope to  c o n t in u e  th ro u g h  J u l y  4 th .  
T h is  c o n g r e g a t io n  h as  a  r e f r e s h in g  
outlook,  and th e  fa i th fu ln e s s ,  zeal 
and  sp ir itu a l  p o w er  o f  B r o t h e r  E .  
E .  K ra n z ,  m in is ter ,  and B r u c e  
C h ow ning,  son g le a d e r ,  is e v e r y 
w h ere  ev id e n c ed .”— N. W ilso n  
B u rk s .

H a rro d sb u rg ,  K y . :  “ T h e  ch u rch
a t  B o h o n  is in p e r f e c t  h a r m o n y  w ith 
all  w o rk in g  to g e t h e r  in love. B ro .  
D em u s F r ie n d  v is i ts  us th e  f irst  
L o r d ’s day in e a c h  m o n th .  B r o .  
O rell  O v e rm a n  is to  b e g in  a  s er ies  
o f  m e e t in g s  on A u g u s t  2 3  and  c o n 
t in u e  th ro u g h  S e p te m b e r  5. W e  are  
h av in g  an  all  day m e e t in g  and hom e 
co m in g  on S u n d a y ,  S e p te m b e r  5. 
C om e, m e e t  and w orship  w ith  us. 
Also te l l  y o u r  fr ie n d s .  L e t ’s m ak e  
i t  a g lo r io u s  day f o r  th e  L o r d .”— G . 
B .  W h i te n a ck.

J e n n in g s ,  L a . :  “ W e  c losed la s t
n ig h t  a t  T u r k e y  C reek .  M onday 
w as an e x t r a  n igh t ,  w ith  a  serv ice  
f r o m  7 : 4 0  to  11  o ’clock ,  in c lu d in g  
a th re e -h o u r  serm o n . T h e r e  w ere  
over tw e n ty  resp o n ses  in all.  T h e  
m e e t in g  h e re  a t  J e n n i n g s  is to  s ta r t  
W e d n e sd a y ,  J u n e  1 6 .”— B e r n a r d  
W rig h t .

T h e r e  w ere  t h r e e  b a p t ism s  and 
two r e s to r a t io n s  in B r o t h e r  B o l l ’s 
m e e t in g  a t  W ic h ita  F a l l s ,  T e x a s .  
B r o t h e r  B o l l  speaks  h igh ly  o f  th e  
b r e th r e n  th e re .  B r o t h e r  B o l l ’s l a t 
e s t  m e e t in g  w as  a t  L in to n ,  In
diana. Good crowds and e x c e l le n t

serm o n s  a r e  re p o r te d  f o r  th is  m e e t 
ing. S ix  resp o n d ed  to  th e  in v i ta 
t ion .  B r e t h r e n  a t te n d e d  f r o m  the  
v ar io u s  c o n g r e g a t io n s  arou nd.

Portland Ave. T en t  Meeting
T h e  a n n u a l  t e n t  m e e t in g  o f  th e  

P o r t la n d  Ave. C h urch ,  L o u isv ille ,  is 
sch ed u led  to  b egin  S u n d a y ,  J u l y  11. 
B r o t h e r  B o ll  is to  b r in g  th e  m e s 
sa g e s  f r o m  n ig h t  to n igh t .  T h e  t e n t  
will  be  on th e  school gro u n d s  b e 
hind th e  ch u r ch  building. Good 
s erm o n s ,  good s in g in g ,  a q u es tio n  
b o x  c h a r a c te r iz e  th e se  m e e t in g s  
fro m  y e a r  t o  y e a r .  B r e t h r e n  f r o m  
all o ver  the  c i ty  a t t e n d  as  well as  
n e ig h b o r s  f r o m  th e  im m e d ia te  c o m 
m u n ity .

S e f fn e r ,  F la . ,  “ I  a lw ays  look f o r 
w ard  to  g e t t i n g  th e  W o rd  and 
W o rk .  I t  n e v e r  fa i ls  to  h av e  m u ch  
w h o leso m e fo o d  in it . A m  in c lo s in g  
m y sub. w h ich  should h ave  b e e n  
s e n t  in s o o n e r .”— H. C. H in to n .

M a ck v il le ,  K y . :  “ W e  had a day
o f  m a n y  b less in gs  in Jo h n s o n  City  
S u n d a y ,  J u n e  2 0 .  B r o t h e r  Carl  
K i tz m i l le r  b ro u g h t  the  m o rn in g  
m e ssa g e ,  B ro .  P a u l  C la rk  spoke a t  
th e  M o u n ta in  V ie w  ch u r ch  in th e  
a f te r n o o n ,  and y o u r  w r i t e r  sp o ke  
S u n d a y  n ig h t  a t  L o c u s t  S t r e e t .  A 
w o m an  c o n fe ss e d  h e r  f a i th  in C h ris t  
and B r o .  C la rk  b ap t ized  h e r  th e  
fo l lo w in g  W e d .  n igh t .  A yo u n g  
m a r r ie d  m a n  p laced  m e m b e rsh ip  a t  
L o c u s t  S t .  th e  fo l lo w in g  S unday .

“ A t  th e  c lose  o f  th e  S u n d a y  n ig h t  
serv ice  ( J u n e  2 0 ) ,  we con d u cted  a 
sp ec ia l  ser v ic e  f o r  B r o .  K itz m i l le r ,  
s en d in g  him fo r th  to  his new  w ork 
in A b ile n e ,  T e x a s ,  w ith  th e  b less in g  
o f  God and o f  th e  L o c u s t  S t .  church .

“ O u r p ra y e rs  f o r  s o m eo n e  to  help 
in th e  w o rk  a ro u n d  J o h n s o n  C ity  
w ere  a n sw e re d  in th e  co m in g  of  
B ro .  P a u l  C lark .  H e c a m e  to  us 
on f a i th ,  and we a re  lo ok in g  to 
God to  s t i r  our lo ca l  b r e th r e n ,  or 
b r e th r e n  e lse w h e re  who a r e  i n t e r 
ested  in hom e m ission work, to sup
ply  his e v ery  need.

“ I am p re a c h in g  now in M a c k 
vil le , K v .  W e  r e jo i c e  in th e  good 
fe llow sh ip  h ere ,  and p ra ise  God th a t  
one  c o n fe ss e d  his f a i th  in C h ris t  
la s t  n igh t .  H ave had the  p r iv ilege  
o f  v is i t in g  E b e n e z e r  tw ice ,  w h e r e  
B ro .  R u th e r fo r d  and  D avid  and V i c 
to r  B ro a d d u s  a r e  e n g a g e d  in a s p e 
c ial  e ffort .
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“ W e  a r e  p la n n in g  a  t e n t  re v iv a l  
in Jo h n s o n  C ity  J u l y  1 1 th  to  J u l y  
2 2 ,  w ith  F r a n k  M. M ull in s  as  e v a n 
ge l is t .  B r o t h e r  P a u l  C la rk  and  I 
hope to  help out a t  o th e r  points  
som e o f  th e  S u n d a y s  B r o .  M ullin s  
is w ith  us, p ro b a b ly  in G re en v i l le ,  
S .  C. Lord  w ill ing , I ’ll be w ith  B r o .  
A sa  B a b e r  and  th e  A n t io c h  c h u rch ,  
n e a r  F r a n k f o r t ,  K y . ,  th e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  o f  J u l y . ”— R o b e r t  B .  B oyd .

T h e  1 7 th  and  P o r t la n d  m ission, 
Lo u isv ille ,  h as  m oved to 1 0 5  N. 17th  
S t r e e t ,  n e a r  M ain . One o f  the  
f a i t h f u l  w o rk e rs  th e r e  is B r o t h e r  
C h e s te r  G i lb e rt .  H a r r y  P r a t h e r  
has b een  m in is te r  o f  this  c o n g r e g a 
tion  f o r  s ev e ra l  m o n th  3. H e has 
b ap t ized  seven  in r e c e n t  w eeks .  
F o u r  o f  th e se  c a m e  d u rin g  B r o t h e r  
A r th u r  P h i l l ip s ’ rev ival .

Some Good Books
W e  have in s to c k  H a z a r d ’s C o n 

c o r d a n ce  b ased  on th e  A m e r ic a n  
S ta n d a r d  V e rs io n .  I t  is l is ted  
a t  $ 9 ;  o u r p r ice ,  $8 .  W e  also have 
T h e  C o m m e n ta r y  on the  W h o le  B i 
ble by J a m ie s o n ,  F a u s s e t  and 
B ro w n .  P r ic e ,  $ 5 .9 5 .

Cartoon Calendars at Half Price
T h e s e  1 9 4 8  c a le n d a rs  c o n ta in  

tw elve  10 by  12 c a r to o n s  by P a c e ,  
su i ta b le  f o r  hom e or c h u rch  b u l le t in 
bo ard .  T h e  r e g u la r  p r ic e  is 3 5 ¢  
Y o u  m a y  have  th em  two fo r  3 5 ¢ or 
one f o r  1 8 ¢, postpaid .

Ja c k s o n v i l le ,  F l a . :  “ S u n d a y  b e 
fo r e  la s t  J o h n n ie  A d am s p re a ch e d  
tw o v e ry  fine serm o n s  a t  W o o d sto ck  
P a r k  with th e  re s u l t  o f  five b a p 
t ism s and  t h r e e  re s to r a t io n s .  T h e  
fo l lo w in g  S u n d a y  he fo llow ed  this 
up w ith  one m o re  b ap t ism  and  a n 
o th er  r e s to r a t io n .  We h ave b een  
p ra y in g  f o r  and p la n n in g  a rev ival  
and b e fo r e  we even g e t  into  a m e e t 
in g  I b e liev e  th e  Lo rd  has a lready  
b lessed  us w ith  one. Tw o o f  th ese  
w e re  R o m a n  C a th olics ,  each  com in g  
f r o m  a  d if fe re n t  hom e and having 
no c o n n e c t io n s .  T h is  b r in g s  to  a 
to ta l  o f  t h r e e  th e  n u m b e r  o f  C a th 
olics t h a t  he has  c o n v e r te d  in a b o u t 
s ix  w eeks .  W e  a r e  v ery  happy over 
o ver  all  th is .” — D an  R ich ard so n .

L a t e r :  “ S e r v ic e s  a t  W o o d sto ck  
c o n t in u e  v e ry  good, in f a c t ,  w o n d er
ful.  T w o  m o re  w e re  b ap tized  y e s 
te rd a y  and one placed  m em b ersh ip .  
T h e  two b ap tized  w ere  a C ath olic  
m o th e r  and h e r  e lev en  y e a r  old son. 
W e  have b een  w o rk in g  w ith  h e r  f o r  
m o re  th a n  tw e n ty  y e a r s  to  try  to

win her. T h e  L o rd  is cer ta in ly  
b less in g  us in the  w o rk  h e r e .” — D. 
R.

New Albany Revival
T w e n ty  souls resp o n d ed  to  th e  in 

v ita t io n  in th e  r e c e n t  rev ival  a t  
C h e rry  and Griffin, N ew  A lb a n y ,  
w h e r e  E .  E .  K r a n z  m in is ters .  N. 
W ilso n  B u r k s  w as th e  e v a n g e l is t  o f  
this  ca m p a ig n  f o r  souls. A  V a c a 
t ion B ib le  Sch ool was con du cted  
e a ch  m o rn in g .  B r u c e  C h ow ning, 
son g  leader ,  p re se n te d  sev era l  
g ro u p s  fro m  v ar io u s  p la ce s  in spe
c ial  s in g in g  d u rin g  th e  t im e. T h e  
la s t  f e w  n ig h ts  o f  th e  m e e t in g  took 
on o ld -fash io n ed  rev iv a l  p ro p o r
t ions.

Lo u isv ille ,  K y . :  “ T h e  E b e n e z e r
ch u rch ,  n e a r  H arro d sb u rg ,  K y . ,  has  
j u s t  closed a v ery  s u c ce s s fu l  V a c a 
t ion  B ib le  S ch o ol ,  w ith  p re a c h in g  
each  n igh t .  D e a r  B r o t h e r  R u t h e r 
fo rd  (who has done so m uch f o ” 
th a t  c h u r ch )  w ith  V ic to r  and D a 
vid B ro a d d u s  w ere  the  t e a c h e r s  and 
p re a c h e rs .  T w elve  yo u n g  people 
pu t  on th e  L ord  C h ris t  in b a p t ism .” 
— E. L. Jo r g e n s o n .

A Gospel Tent Purchased
A n u m b e r  o f  in te r e s te d  p re a c h e rs  

th o u g h t  good to p u rch ase  a Gospel 
t e n t  to  be used by  ch u r ch e s  and 
p r e a c h e r s  o f  the L ouisv ille  a r e a  in 
mission work. T h e  n e c e s s a r y  fu n ds  
w ere  ad van ced  f r o m  m o n ey  a v a il 
ab le  fo r  such pu rposes,  w hich m u st 
be re im b u rsed .

T h e  co s t  o f  th e  t e n t  and poles 
w as $ 3 0 0 ;  th e  size, 30  x 40  fe e t .  
S e a t s  will  e n ta i l  an  added e xp en se  
o f  $ 2 0 0 .  How m a n y  ch u r ch e s  and 
individuals  would l ike  to in v est  
som e in this  hom e m ission p r o je c t ?  
S e n d  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  N. W ilso n  
B u r k s ,  3 2 0 6  T a y lo r  B o u lev a rd ,  
Louisv ille ,  Ky.

In  o rd er  to  in su re  its  use th is  
s u m m er,  t e n ta t iv e  p lan s  have b een  
m ade f o r  th re e  m e e t in g s :  one a t  
Cam p T a y lo r ,  b e g in n in g  J u l y  18 
w ith  N. W . B u r k s  p re a c h in g ,  one a t  
Shively ,  K y . ,  and one a t  H azlew ood, 
a sec t io n  o f  Louisville .

S e l le r s b u r g ,  I n d . : “ T h e  yo u n g
people o f  the  S e l l e r s b u r g  ch u rch  r e 
c en t ly  c o n du cted  a two w eeks  B ib le  
S ch o ol  and yo u th  rev iv al .  T h e  B i 
ble school a t t e n d a n c e  a v e ra g e d  180 
fo r  th e  te n  days, and la rg e  crow ds 
a t te n d ed  th e  e v e n in g  e v an ge lis t ic  
services .  S e v e r a l  have b e e n  bap-



tized in to  th e  L o rd  and a la r g e  n u m 
b e r  o f  o u r  y o u n g  people  c a m e  f o r 
w ard  to  re d e d ic a te  th e i r  lives  to 
th e  Lord.

“ B r o t h e r  C a r l  K i tz m il le r ,  a  p ro m 
isin g  yo u n g  p r e a c h e r ,  b ro u g h t  good, 
s u b s ta n t ia l  lessons  e a c h  even in g.  
H e p r e s e n te d  th e  lesso n s  in a v ery  
s in ce re  and  ser io u s  m a n n e r  w hich  
d rew  us all  c lo se r  to  th e  Lord. 
B r o .  K i tz m il le r  e n d e a re d  h im s e lf  
w ith  b o th  old and  y o u n g  here .  W e  
al l  p ra y  G o d ’s b less in gs  upon him

in his n ew  w o rk .  S e v e r a l  have 
b e e n  added to  th e  c h u r ch  s in ce  the  
m e e t in g  c lo s e d . ’ ’— H o w ard  M arsh . 

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
This time under “Faith of Our 

Fathers” we bring you, not reprints, 
but a new article from the pen of 
Brother Jorgenson. This article, 
which deals with “Divisions and 
Occasions of Stumbling,” is very 
timely and much to the point and 
should be read carefully by all.

— Publisher

A “SUBURBAN CARRY-ALL” FOR SELLERSBURG  HOME
A m o n g  th e  u r g e n t  need s  a t  th e  S e l l e r s b u r g  C h ild re n ’s H o m e ju s t  

now  is a m e a n s  o f  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  fo r  b o th  ch ild ren  and com m odities .  
T h ro u g h  B r o t h e r  M o rr is  P r a t h e r ,  a lo ca l  au to  d ea ler ,  who is p e rso n a l ly  
in te r e s te d  in th e  w o rk  o f  the  H om e, an  o p p o rtu n ity  h as  b een  p r e s e n te d  
f o r  s e c u r in g  a C h e v ro le t  “ S u b u rb a n  C a r r y -a l l ,” a ll  m e ta l  body, a t  d e a le r ’s 
p rice .  I t  h as  th e  sam e s e a t in g  c a p a c i ty  as  a s ta t io n  w ag on  and  can  be 
c o n v er ted  in to  a  t ru c k .  T h e  H om e is to  draw  on its o th erw ise  n eed ed  
fu n d s  f o r  th e  down p a y m e n t ,  w ith  th e  proviso t h a t  in te r e s te d  b r e th r e n  
will  pay  $ 1 2 0 0  o f  th e  to ta l  cost  w ith in  one y ear .

T h e  S e l l e r s b u r g  b r e th r e n  a re  s e t t in g  th e  H om e up in ch ick en  business  
and p e rs o n a l ly  t a k in g  c a re  o f  o th e r  d eta i ls  f o r  th e  c h ild ren .  W e  fe e l  
t h a t  th e  r e s t  o f  us should assu m e th e  res p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  b u y in g  th is  vehicle .  
I f  10 0  b r e th r e n  would p rom ise  to  give  $1  p e r  m o n th  f o r  a y e a r  it  would 
suffice.  S o m e m ig h t  be ab le  to p ay  th e  $ 1 2  a t  once.  O th e rs  m ig h t  p r e 
f e r  to  m a k e  one g i f t  o f  a d o llar  or m ore.  S o m e  m ig h t  f e e l  led to  g ive  
m o re  th a n  $1 p e r  m o n th .  I f  we all  w ork  to g e th e r  we can  easily  m e e t  
th is  o b lig a tio n .  S en d  g i f t s  and  in d ic a te  f u r t h e r  in te n t io n s  to  S e l l e r s b u r g  
C h ild re n ’s H om e, H o w ard  T. M arsh ,  T 'reas.,  S e l le r s b u r g ,  In d ia n a ,  and  
d es ig n a te  f o r  “ C a r r y - a l l . ”— W ill is  H. A llen ,  H o w ard  T .  M arsh ,  J .  R .  C lark .

SALLIE E. POTTER
M a n y  h e a r t s  w e re  saddened  w h en  i t  w as  le a rn e d  th a t  d u rin g  the  

m o r n in g  o f  J u n e  3rd  last ,  S i s te r  S a l l ie  E .  P o t t e r  slipped aw ay  to be w ith  
th e  Lo rd  a t  h e r  hom e in R ic h  Pon d,  K y . ,  in th e  8 5 th  y e a r  o f  h e r  l i fe .  Y e t  
th e  sadn ess  f e l t  w as  n o t  f o r  h er ,  b u t  f o r  th o se  who su ffered  th e  loss  o f  
a f a i t h f u l  w ife ,  devoted  m o th e r ,  a f f e c t io n a te  s is te r ,  and t r u e  f r ie n d .  
Q u ie t ly  and easi ly  she passed aw ay as  she s lept ,  in k e e p in g  w ith  th e  s im ple 
b u t  u s e fu l  l i f e  she had lived. F r o m  g ir lhood  she had b e e n  a f a i t h f u l  
and  c o n s e c ra te d  C h ris t ian .  S h e  p ossessed  a q u ie t  and g e n t le  disposition 
w h ich  re f le c te d  i t s e l f  in h e r  c o n d u ct  b e f o r e  h e r  f a m i ly  and f r ie n d s ,  and 
a  s te r l in g  c h a r a c t e r  w o r th y  o f  e m u la t io n  b y  th o s e  who loved h er .  Sh e  
w as  a  m o d ern  ex a m p le  o f  th e  t r u e  w om an h ood  o f  a n c ie n t  t im es.

Sh e  w as m a r r ie d  D e c e m b e r  2 1 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  to  H u g h  P o t t e r ,  and w as a 
t ru e  and f a i t h f u l  w ife  th ro u g h o u t  the  t h r e e  s co re  and s ix  y e a r s  God 
gav e  th em  to g e th e r .  Now in his 8 8 t h  y e a r ,  B r o t h e r  P o t t e r  will be lo n e ly  
w ith o u t  h er ,  b u t  i t  will  n o t  be  lo n g  ti ll  he will  be re -u n ite d  w ith  h e r  
w h ere  sep a ra t io n s  in d ea th  n e v e r  com e. In  th e  m e a n t im e  God’s g r a c e  
is sufficient.

B es id e s  h e r  h u sban d,  S is te r  P o t t e r  le a v e s  n in e  sons and t h r e e  d a u g h 
t e r s :  E r n e s t ,  o f  B ig  S p r in g s ,  T e x . ;  R e a d  J . ,  o f  B o w lin g  G reen ,  K y . ;  C ar l ,  
Louisv ille ,  K y . ;  C h a r les  H u b e r t ,  D e tr o i t ,  M ic h . :  Th eo .  P r e s to n ,  A lv e r to n ,  
K y . ;  F r e d  J .  and W m . G ar lan d ,  M t. H ope, W . V a . ;  C ecil  C.,  A la b a m a ;  
R o ss  Edw in ,  C linton , M o .;  M rs.  A lice  D aw n  E z e l l ,  M u r fr e e s b o r o ,  T e n n . ;  
M rs. L o la  I r e n e  W ilso n ,  and M rs. B la n c h e  W ilso n ,  B o w lin g  G r e en ,  K y .  
One d a u g h te r ,  M rs. E d ith  A llen ,  p re ce d e d  h er  in death  27  y e a r s  a go  —
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th e  only  b r e a k  in th e  fa m i ly  c irc le  u n til  now. T h e r e  a re  also 2 5  g r a n d 
ch i ld re n  and 16 g r e a t  g r a n d ch i ld r e n .

F u n e r a l  serv ic es  w e re  held in th e  m e e t in g  house a t  R ich  Pond, 
w h e r e  she had held  h e r  m e m b e rsh ip  th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  h er  l i fe .  T h e  
e s te e m  in w hich  she w as held w as  a t te s te d  by the la rg e  crow d o f  s o r ro w 
in g  f r ie n d s  w hich  p acked  th e  bu ild in g ,  and the  b e a u t i fu l  floral o fferings .  
H e r  body w as laid  to  r e s t  in th e  fa m i ly  lo t  in Fail-view C e m e te r y ,  B o w lin g  
G r e en ,  to  a w a i t  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n .

M ay God su sta in  and keep  e a c h  o f  h e r  loved ones,  and  lead th em  
all  in th e  C h r is t ia n  l i f e  w hich  she s e t  b e f o r e  th em , t i ll  th a t  g r e a t  day 
w hen He shall  ca ll  f o r  H is  own.

— W ill is  H. A llen.

SISTER ZAHN
In  th e  loss o f  one  beloved , a t  f irst  th e r e  is, e x a l ta t io n  —  e x a l t a 

t io n  th a t  th e  loved one has m ade the  c ro ss in g  f ro m  this  world o f  sorrow , 
i llness  and te a r s .  I t  is an a c co m p lis h m e n t  w hen one has re a c h e d  the  field 
o f  g lo ry .  Y e t ,  w hen th e  loved one is laid  aw ay  in the  g rave  th e r e  com es 
to  o u r v e ry  h u m an  h e a r ts  th e  h o rr id  sen se  o f  loss —  the  em p ty  f e e l in g  
o f  th e  h e a r t  w hich no one l iv in g  can  assu age .  T h e n  our h e a r ts  say, 
“ T h e  F a t h e r  and th e  S o n  a r e  w ith  m e ;  no evil  can  b e fa l l .  T h e y  will  b e a r  
me up in th e  t im e  o f  m y a f f l ic t io n .” O ur h e a r t s  ach e  in to le r a b ly ;  as  t im e 
go es  on th e  p h y sica l  ach e  b e g in s  to  d e p a r t  b u t  th e  soul re m e m b e r s  
a lw ays .  W e  w is t fu l ly  g r iev e  f o r  th o se  whom  w e  have  lost  —  th o se  f o r  
w hom  our love sh ines  b r igh tly .  I t  does  n o t  m a t t e r  how m an y e a r th -y e a r s  
ro l l  by —  love is n o t  a m a t t e r  o f  days and y e a r s ;  love I S  —  and th e re  
a re  a lw a y s  th e  F E W  whom we r e m e m b e r  w ith  ever-present h e a r t  love. 
L O V E  is the  ev er -g lo w in g  m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  th e  D I V I N E ,  w hich dwells 
in th e  C h r is t ia n  h e a r t .  A nd we look fo rw a rd  to th e  t im e  w hen we m ay 
dwell  w ith  those  who a re  a w a it in g  us —  those who w e a r  the  g a r m e n ts  o f  
th e  S p ir i t ,  and w alk in b e a u t y :  those  who w alk in th e  re f lec ted  g lo ry  
o f  th e  F a t h e r  and the  Son. S is te r  Zahn w as one o f  those  who loved 
h e r  L o rd  in c o m p le te  in te n s i ty  and in p u rity .  H e r  daily l i f e  w as  a 
t r ib u te  to  C h r is t ia n i ty .

L o u ise  R i tc h ie  W ig g in to n .

APPRECIATION
T o  th e  unselfish and t e n d e r  m in is t r a t io n  o f  good n e ig h b o rs ,  f r ie n d s  

and r e la t iv e s  in th e  i llness  and p ass in g  o f  m y d ea r ly  beloved  com p an ion  
and  c o w o r k e r  in th e  L o r d ’s w ork  I am  im m e a s u r a b ly  in d eb ted  and t h a n k 
fu l  to  God and to  th em  fo r  th e i r  u n d y in g  fr ien d sh ip .  T h e s e  deeds o f  
love c h e e r  and help me to  b e a r  my g r e a t  loss.

S is te r  Z ahn , a s  she w as fa m i l ia r ly  kn ow n a m o n g  hu nd reds  o f  c h i l 
dren  we h ave  kn ow n and loved f r o m  M a in e  to  T e x a s  and f r o m  M ich igan  
to  F lo r id a ,  a lw a y s  e n jo y e d  te a c h in g  ch ild ren  th e  “ W o n d e r fu l  W o rd s  of  
L i f e . ” O v er a period  o f  f ifty-five y e a r s ,  w h e r e v e r  we have b een  priv ileged  
to lab o r  in th e  L o r d ’s V in e y a rd ,  she e n d e a re d  h e r s e l f  to  th e  h e a r ts  o f  
ch i ld ren ,  C h ris t ian a  and f r ie n d s ,  o f te n  fi ll ing h e r  ta s k  w hen h e r  f r a i l  body 
would s c a r c e ly  e n a b le  h e r  to c a r r y  on.

T o  e x p r e s s  w h a t  h e r  no b le  soul and s e l f - s a cr i f ic in g  l i fe  m e a n t  to 
m e m e re  w ord s  a r e  in a d eq u a te .  E x c e p t  f o r  h er  godly in flu en ce ,  p ra y e rs ,  
and u n t ir in g  d evotion ,  I would n e v e r  h ave  had th e  priv ilege  o f  p re a c h in g  
th e  Gospel. H e r  love f o r  th e  c a u se  o f  C h r is t  m ad e  i t  possib le  f o r  m e 
to  p re p a r e ,  r a t h e r  la te  in l i fe ,  f o r  th is  g r e a t  w ork  o f  the  m in is try ,  
while  she ta u g h t  school,  e n d u r in g  hardsh ip s  th a t  I  m ig h t  o b ta in  a fu l le r  
ed u catio n .  T h e  h y m n  w hich she c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  ch u rch ,  “ T h e r e  is a 
S e a , ” is a t r u e  ex p r e ss io n  o f  h e r  l i f e  o f  se l f -s a cr i f ice .

W e  b less  “ th e  God and F a t h e r  o f  o u r  L o rd  J e s u s  C h ris t ,  th e  F a t h e r  
o f  m e r c ie s  and God o f  a ll  c o m f o r t ;  who c o m f o r te th  us in all  o u r  afflic tions, 
th a t  we m ay  be ab le  to c o m fo r t  th e m  t h a t  a r e  in a n y  affl iction, th ro u g h  
th e  c o m fo r t  w h e r ew ith  we o u rse lv es  a r e  c o m fo r te d  o f  G od .” “ T h a n k s  
be to  God f o r  H is  u n sp e a k a b le  g i f t . ”
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AND GOD IS OUT OF DATE
Stanford Chambers

Paul may as well have saved his ink and not have written, “Be 
not fashioned according to this world,” according to the conduct of 
many church members, church members who have no intention 
of heaping upon themselves the unpopularity of nonconformists. 
They are out to show the world that they can do what the world 
does and even surpass the world in doing it. They belong to and 
even promote the world’s clubs and orders, they curse and cheat 
and bet and drink and continue to be counted as good church 
members. Suffer for Christ’s sake? no such, purpose is in their 
hearts. Persecution for righteousness’ sake? they cannot take it. If 
the world says hide behind a camouflage of rouge and lipstick, 
church women will he first to comply; they will run over each 
other to be first to display the latest fashion, whether it be to ex
pose body and form, or trail the skirt in the dust. That word 
modest (There are noble exceptions.) which the apostle instructed 
Timothy to emphasize to women professing godliness is “out” — out
moded! What happens to a young Timothy today who takes seri
ously “these things teach and exhort with all authority”? Inquire 
of any worldly church.

Peter may as well have saved his ink when he wrote “whose 
adorning let it not be the outward adorning of braiding the hair, 
and of wearing jewels of gold, or putting on apparel.” That meek 
and quiet spirit is not of great price in the sight of the world, and 
many church members are much more conscious of the eyes of the 
world than of the sight of God — and much more concerned. If 
God does not like it thus He should learn to like it! Conformity 
is the word.

Adam and Eve, passing from their state of innocency, acknowl
edged the need of covering. God found them wearing the fig leaf 
and pronounced it inadequate. That is God’s mind on the matter. 
He provided more adequate covering, and He is the God who 
“changeth not.” It is no less His mind today. Count Him out of 
date who will, He “changeth not.” The world’s fashion cry is “Back 
to nature — back to the fig leaf (or less). “And my people love to 
have it so.” But for church members no silly fad or fashion would 
“go over.” But for church members no modern institution of evil 
would be supported so as to carry on. In the name of personal 
liberty they do carry on and prosper. In the name of art, and of 
sport, and even in the name of health, the fig leaf covering finds its 
justification; Hollywood saith it, Fifth Avenue saith it, every famous 
beach saith it, the entire underworld saith it. Who dares gainsay it?

The Maranatha Bible Camp finds it necessary to publish the 
ruling: “girls to refrain from wearing modern interpretation of men’s 
clothing. No exceptions to this are allowed. (Dent. 22:5.)

“The use of tobacco, intoxicants or profanity are strictly pro
hibited. Violations are not tolerated.” Should such instructions 
be necessary pertaining to church members in a Bible Camp?
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THE LIVING WORD
Willis H. Allen

In the book of Hebrews, chapter 4:12, the writer declares in one 
sentence in strong and emphatic terms the power of the word of 
God: “For the word of God is living and active, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and 
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” The Bible is the word. It is the word of 
God in the sense that the moment you open its pages you have before 
you that which originated with God, and was penned by the inspira
tion of the Holy Spirit. It did not come from man, nor of the will 
of man, but “men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit” 
(2 Pet. 1:21).

Paul tells 11s in 2 Timothy 3:16, 17: “Every scripture inspired 
of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness: that the man of God may 
be complete, furnished completely unto every good work.” In this 
passage note four things for which the Bible is designed of God. 
First, it is profitable for doctrine, or teaching. Many go to the Bible 
to try to prove some preconceived notion, or some pet theory, but 
according to this scripture, all doctrine should be drawn from the 
Book itself. If my notion, idea, or theory conflict with that teaching, 
then let it go overboard. What God teaches, I must accept. Sec
ondly, it is profitable for reproof; that is, it shows us where we are 
wrong, both as to doctrine and behavior. It is all-important to let 
the Bible sit in judgment on our thoughts and ways, and not take the 
attitude of the modernists who attempt to sit in judgment on its 
holy utterances. Thirdly, it is profitable for correction. God’s
word not only exposes the error of our ways, but it shows 11s the
path of life, causing us to change our course of action from wrong to 
right, from error to truth, from unrighteousness to righteousness, 
from condemnation to salvation. Lastly, it is profitable for in
struction in righteousness, marking out for us the good wav in 
which we may find rest for our weary souls. And in this a man of 
God becomes “complete, furnished completely unto every good 
work.” All that a man needs, therefore, to make him perfect, or 
complete in Christ Jesus is the inspired scriptures. No additional 
laws, rides, or traditions of men are needed.

Yes, God’s Book is a living Book, full of power. And the min
istry that magnifies the word of God will be a powerful ministry.
God has not promised to bless the theories and philosophies of
men, but He has promised to bless His own Word: “So shall my 
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto 
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereunto I sent it” (Isa. 55:11). Faithful 
teaching and preaching of the word of God will not be without 
result. You may not see the results just when you expect or de
sire them, but do not worry about that. Be sure the message of God 
is faithfully and truly proclaimed, then leave the results with God.
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His word is out for it that it will not return without fruit.
The Holy Spirit works through the Word. We do not mean 

by this that the Spirit and the Word are identical, for we believe 
no such thing. The Holy Spirit is a distinct Personality, and is 
resident in every true child of God. But the Spirit does work through 
the Word in the salvation of a soul, and it is important to note this. 
The Holy Spirit convicts the sinner of his sin, especially the sin of 
rejecting Christ. We could never know that unbelief or the re
jection of Christ was a sin if this truth were not revealed in the 
word of God. Therefore, the evangelist and the soul-winner must 
use the Word, the Bible, in dealing with the sinner so that the Holy 
Spirit will have an opportunity to show the lost one the exceeding 
sinfulness of unbelief.

After the sinner has been made to realize the awful sin of fail
ure to believe in Christ, he must be led to believe in Him. “Be
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” was Paul’s 
instruction to the Philippian jailer. This is further revealed in 
Romans 10:9. But how shall faith be created in the sinner’s heart? 
The answer logically follows: “So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). As th e preacher 
proclaims Christ as He is revealed in the Word, the Holy Spirit 
creates faith in the heart of the sinner. Faith then comes through 
the Word.

Then how or when does salvation take place? When the sinner 
beholds the Lamb of God, accepts Him by faith, and expresses that 
faith in obedience to His command to be baptized, the Holy Spirit 
works the miracle of the new birth through the Word — born of 
water and the Spirit. Men are “begotten again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abid- 
eth” (1 Pet. 1:23). Thus, every step of the way, God, in the person 
of the Holy Spirit, honors and uses the Word. Conviction, faith, 
salvation, yea, and sanctification, come through the Word. “Sanc
tify them through thy truth; thy word is truth” (John 17:17), said 
the Lord Jesus.

Because God’s word is thus prominent in the work of salvation, 
how faithful we should be in using it. Every statement in every 
sermon should be supported by a “Thus saith the Lord.”

It should further be noted that the Word of God is l if e -sus
taining. The result of spiritual generation is, of course, a spiritual 
infant — a babe. We all know that it is of first importance that a 
babe should have appropriate nourishment in order that it may 
grow. And that nourishment for the child of God is in His Word. 
(See 1 Peter 2:1, 2.) The partaking of nourishment implies an 
appetite for food. And so the child of the Lord must desire to feed 
upon His word if he would grow and develop into a strong spirit
ual individual. It is by every word of God that man is to be fed. 
No part of the Bible can be neglected without loss and detriment: 
and it will be observed that there is in the Bible a variety of spiritual 
nutriment adapted to the various stages of one’s spiritual growth. 
If there is milk for babes, there is also strong food for the more ma-
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ture. Milk is to be fed first, but it is not expected that the simple 
diet should be continued indefinitely. Those who have to be led 
on a milk diet, that is to say, the simplest elementary truths of the 
Gospel, are unskillful, or inexperienced in the word of righteous
ness. Infants cannot do anything for themselves, much less can they 
prepare food, or render service to others. Hence, the Apostle Paul, 
writing to the Hebrews, upbraids some of them because, at a time 
when they ought to have been teachers, they had need to be taught 
again the first principles, and were become such as had need of milk 
and not of solid food. (See Hebrews 5:12-14.)

May we ever be faithful in the proclamation of the word of God, 
and loyal to its teaching, in full appreciation of its sweetness and 
love and truth — the expression of the divine mind, filling us with 
peace and assurance and power to serve.

THE CANAANITISH WOMAN
J. R. Clark

Someone has beautifully remarked, “Jesus marvelled only at 
two things — faith  and u n belief.” In turn, we Christians are startled 
and rebuked to note that in the Gospels it is often the outcasts 
(Gentiles and Samaritans) rather than the orthodox Jews that come 

through with a surprisingly brilliant demonstration of faith. “I have 
not found so great faith, no, not in Israel,” was the compliment 
the Lord paid to the Gentile centurion. This was as fine a deco
ration as any soldier could receive. In the good Samaritan He saw a 
genuine neighbor, worthy of emulation; of the ten lepers who 
were cleansed only the lone Samaritan returned to give God thanks; 
It was the Samaritan woman who left her pitcher and ran to her 
village with the water o f life ; the Greeks said, “We would see Jesus.”

Another splendid example of unexpected faith is seen in the 
Canaanitish woman of Matthew 15 and Mark 7. We read in the 
Old Testament that Jacob wrestled all night with the angel of Je 
hovah, refusing to let Him go until He imparted a blessing. From 
then on Jacob the supplanter became Israel the saint. In the New 
Testament the Canaanitish woman reenacted that Old Testament 
scene, for she too desired a blessing and, so to speak, took hold of 
the Lord and refused to let Him go until she had prevailed.

This Gentile woman lived in the region of Tyre and Sidon, 
up at the northwest border of Palestine. She had a daughter who 
had a terrible malady — yea, she was possessed of a demon. The 
mother felt strangely under the power of the evil one, so much so, 
that she was at her wits’ end and in desperate case. News sifted 
up to her country of the “Wonder Worker.” She learned that He 
was the Son of David and the Lord. A faith gripped her heart 
that He alone could take care of her needs and drive Satan from 
her home and out of her loved one. Imagine her joy when she 
learned that the Healer was in her very neighborhood!
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Straightway she sought a blessing with a faith that surmounted 
one difficulty after another until it could be properly said of her 
that she had striven with the Lord and prevailed. “And he entered 
into a house, and would have no man know it; and he could not be 
hid.” (Mark 7:24.) The Lord had had a particularly difficult time 
dealing with the Pharisees and now He desired quiet and rest, but 
“he could not be hid” — so big a light was He! Especially would 
it be difficult for a Gentile to get audience with Him under such 
circumstances. Nevertheless, she, having heard of Him, came and 
fell down at His feet, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou 
son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a demon.”

Then came the next obstacle, “But he answered not a word.” 
(Matt. 15:23a.) This could have driven a less ardent faith away 
in discouragement. Perhaps, in reality, He desired merely to whet 
her faith. Also the one who was sent to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel would be expected to exercise a little reserve regarding 
the overtures of this Gentile.

Following upon this apparent coldness of the Lord came real 
cold water from the disciples, who came and besought Him to send 
her away. But none of these things moved her; she clung to the 
Lord for dear life. Then He said plainly, “I was not sent but to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” So that was it. The Lord 
is not interested in my case. I ’m an outcast with no hope of a bless
ing. If such thoughts entered her mind she overcame them quickly 
for “she came and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.” (Matt. 
15:25.) She came without merit, without argument, with only a 
consciousness of her dire need. Such an attitude will break through 
to the Lord’s store-house when all else fails!

Came next the most stunning blow of all. Indeed, it took great 
faith to withstand such an onslaught. Jesus said to her, “It is not 
meet to take the children’s bread and cast it to the dogs.” (V. 26.) 
With lightning speed she made a counter thrust: “Yea, Lord: for 
even the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their master’s 
table.” This was a master-stroke which could only emanate from 
great faith. Some one has said that with this she conquered the 
Master on His own ground. (And we can be sure that the Lord 
wanted to be conquered as in the case of the Angel, who, after 
wrestling with Jacob and allowing him to prevail, touched the hol
low of his thigh and Jacob the supplanter, thereafter Israel the 
saint, limped upon his thigh. In reality Jacob was no match for the 
Angel.) This heathen woman was satisfied to take the place of a 
dog if only she might have one crumb that fell from the Master’s 
table. That would be enough to cover her need, to alleviate her 
distress, to heal her daughter, to drive Satan from her home! Yea, 
Lord, just give me the crumbs and I shall be satisfied!

Jesus could contain Himself no longer. He said, “O woman, 
great is thy faith; be it done unto thee even as thou wilt. And her 
daughter was healed from that hour.”

This Gentile woman felt her great need; she was confident that 
the Lord alone could meet that need; her faith was unmixed with
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weakness and doubt; her prayer was the kind that takes hold of 
the Lord and says, “I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.”

And now we are ready for each of us to place our faith alongside 
the faith of this outcast woman and measure it, resolving to profit 
thereby. A little knowledge, such as she had, coupled with a lull 
and lively faith is better than a great store of knowledge without 
such faith.

IS THERE NO WORD FROM GOD
N. B. Wright

During the days of our concentration in a Japanese camp at 
Weihsien, N. China, very few letters appeared from the home land. 
It reminded us of former years. In those pre-war days American 
mail usually came in every week, letters by the handful, almost. 
“As cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.” 
(Prov. 25:25.) And again, “Good tidings make the bones fat.” 
(Prov. 15:30.) In these days of troublous times is there no word 
from our Heavenly Father?

Once a missionary among the American Indians was going to 
return home. The question arose with the Chief whether someone 
else should go to the Indians with the Word of God. The Chief 
sat in deep meditation, then replied: “You see that bird out there 
in the tree? We do not know where it came from; but it appears 
for a little while, then vanishes. We Indians are like that. We 
appear for a lew days — we know not where we came from, we dis
appear, we know not where. Yes, send someone with Word from 
God.” Can you answer these questions for yourself? Is there no 
word from God?

The Lord Jesus Christ is God’s man — His answer. Of Him it 
is said, “Who abolished death, and brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel.” (2 Tim. 1:10.) Some of you awoke 
this morning with thoughts of Him. Perhaps you asked yourself the 
question “What should I do today? What would please Him? Is 
there no word from God?

Others of you awoke in trouble. You got into trouble by go
ing your own way and doing what you pleased about it. Are you 
going deeper into sorrow by attempting to solve these problems 
without God? Or, are you turning to Him now and crowning 
Him as the King of your life? Is there no word from God? Listen, 
my friends, to the word of God through Isaiah the prophet, “Look 
unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, 
and there is none else.” (Isa. 45:22.)

For those who say, “I must go to church on Easter and Christ
mas, even if at no other time of the year” — is there no word of God? 
“Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together, as the custom 
of some is.” (Heb. 10:25.) Your attitude toward Jesus Christ is 
much your attitude toward the church. You cannot be lax in your 
worship and true to the Savior.
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There are some who are unconcerned. Is there no word from 
God for them? “And the careless ease of fools shall destroy them.” 
(Prov. 1:32.) Well may the spiritual application of Amos 6:1 be 

made: “Woe unto them that are at ease in Zion, and to them that 
are secure in the mountain of Samaria.” And again: “Ye that put 
away the evil day, and cause the seat of violence to come near; that 
lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, 
and eat the lamb out of the flock, and the calves out of the midst 
of the stall; that sing idle songs to the sound of the viol; that in
vent for themselves instruments of music, like David; that drink 
wine in bowls and anoint themselves with the chief oils; but they 
are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.” (Amos 6:3-6.) For 
you unproductive church-members, pictured so well here, consider 
the little struggling band where you belong. The rich man, in 
Luke 12:19, said “Soul, soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.” But God said 
unto him, “Thou foolish one, this night is thy soul required of thee; 
and the things which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be? So 
is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” 

Some of you are plagued by the cross currents of many religious 
ideas in your mind. Just as over the air there are multitude of 
voices and languages, so the enemy has made the paths of evil to 
cross with those of good, the false with the true, in your mind. 
Is there no word from God for you? God speaks (1 John 2:21): 
“I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but 
because ye know it, and because no lie is of the truth. Who is 
the liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, even he that denieth the Father and the Son. Whoso
ever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: he that confess- 
eth the Son hath the Father also.” And in 1 John 5:9-12: “If we 
receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for the 
witness of God is this, that He hath borne witness concerning his 
Son. He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in him: 
he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he hath 
not believed in the witness that God hath borne concerning his 
Son. And the witness is this, that God gave unto us eternal life, and 
this life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath the life; he that 
hath not the Son hath not the life.”

There are those who have great wealth, but are without God. 
Is there no word from God for such? If you don’t have a mansion in 
the skies, you are without anything but some termite-eaten boards 
and wormy meal — it is all here and only temporary. “Because 
thou sayest, I am rich and have gotten riches, and have need of noth
ing: and knowest not that thou are the wretched one and miserable 
and poor and blind and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold re
fined by fire, that thou mayest become rich; and white garments 
that thou mayest clothe thyself, and that the shame of thy naked
ness be not made manifest; and eyesalve to anoint thine eyes that 
thou mayest see.”
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To those who are poor — is there no word from God? God 
will save no one just because one is poor, but you have an ad
vantage, you know to trust in God — or else! “Hearken my be
loved brethren; did not God choose them that are poor as to the 
world to be rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he prom
ised to them that love him?” (Jas. 2:5.) And in Isaiah 55:1-3: “Ho. 
everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money, come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread? and your labor for that which satisfieth not. 
hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and 
let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear and come 
unto me; hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an ever
lasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.”

You who get up with a terrible hangover! When you come 
home with too much alcohol, your children scurry under the bed 
like scared rabbits, the wife has a lump in her throat, not knowing 
what is going to happen — or does she? Is there no word from God 
to you? Listen! “Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not in
herit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with men, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” (1 Cor. 6:g, 10.) 
God can break any of these habits, if you want Him to do so; He 
can break the power of reigning sin, and set you free from the de- 
desire of it. Ask him to do so. Plead the power of the shed blood 
of Christ.

Many Americans are living in the passions of the flesh. They 
go from one flower of sensual pleasure to another, like a butterfly. 
Is there no word from God? “For if ye live after the flesh, ye must 
die.” (Rom. 8:12.) “For they that are after the flesh, mind the 
things of the flesh.” “For the mind of the flesh is death.” “Because 
the mind of the flesh is enmity against God; for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can it be: and they that are in the 
flesh cannot please God.” God wants you to live in the Spirit. 
“But the mind of the Spirit is life and peace.” “But ye are not in 
the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you.” “For if ye live after the flesh, ye must die, but if by the 
Spirit ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live.”

To you, careless, selfish church-members; is there no word from 
God? “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth unto his own 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto the 
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life.” (Gal. 6:7, 8.) He is 
talking to church members, for how can an unsaved man “sow 
unto the Spirit.” First, you must let God touch you with a live 
coal from off the altar.

There are many sin-sick souls today. Is there no word from 
God? “Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? 
Why then is not the health of the daughters of my people re-
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covered?” are the questions of Jeremiah the prophet. Yes, there 
was a physician, and balm plentiful in their God; but they would not 
take him. Our Lord is still saying, “Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden 
is light.” (Matt. 12:28-30.)

To those who sorrow, is there no word from God? Read 1 Thess. 
4:13-18.

Many are interested in the way to be saved. They want to turn 
from evil to God; from a worldly life to a sanctified life. Is there no 
word from God for such? I am not asking, “from man” but “from 
God?” Men lead the multitudes astray. The Good Shepherd and 
His Apostles tell us God’s will exactly. That question was answered 
on Pentecost. (Acts 2:38.) See Romans 6:4, “We were buried 
therefore with Him through baptism into death: that like as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we 
also might walk in newness of life.” (Rom. 6:4.)

You see, we would all be poor without the word of God. We all 
may be richer for it. He that hath an ear, let him hear.

PREACHERS, CHURCH LEADERS TO M EET
S p o n so red  by  th e  S h a w n e e  ch u r ch  o f  C h ris t ,  L o u isv ille ,  p lan s  are  

b e in g  m ade f o r  a  g r e a t  fe llow ship  m e e t in g  o f  p r e a c h e r s  and  B ib le  t e a c h e r s  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n try  to be held in Louisv ille ,  K y . ,  in th e  la te  au tu m n . 
( T h e  e x a c t  d a te  to be an n o u n c e d  soon .)  T e n ta t iv e  plans  ca ll  f o r  m o rn in g ,  
a f t e r n o o n ,  and  e v e n in g  sess io n s  e a ch  day o f  th e  g a th e r in g .  I m p o r ta n t  
th e m e s  will  be d iscussed by  b r e th r e n  f r o m  v ar io u s  sec t io n s  o f  t h e  c o u n 
try .  E v e r y  p r e a c h e r  o f  th e  go sp el  who is in te r e s te d  in th e  p ro g ress  o f  
th e  cau se  o f  C h ris t  is  in v ited  to  a t te n d .  F o r  m a n y  i t  should be a k ind  o f  
"h o m e c o m in g .” P la n s  inc lu de f r e e  lodgin g f o r  a ll  v is i t in g  p re a c h e rs .  
A  m ore  d eta i led  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  the  p ro g ra m  and p lan s  will  be 
in th e  n e x t  issue o f  W o rd  and W o rk .

F o r  f u r t h e r  in fo r m a t io n ,  ad d r es s :  N. W ils o n  B u r k s ,  3 2 0 6  T a y lo r  
B o u lev a rd ,  o r  W i l l i s  H. A llen ,  4 1 1 8  V e r m o n t  A ve. ,  Lou isv ille ,  K y . ,  C o m 
m it te e  on A r r a n g e m e n ts .

BOOK REV IEW
Disciplined By Grace. J .  F .  S t r o m b e c k .  S t r o m b e c k  A g e n c y ,  M olin e ,  

I l l . 15 2  pp. C loth, $ .5 0 .
T h e  p r ic e  o f  th is  b ook is no in d ex  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  i t s  c o n te n ts .  I t  

is w o rth  m u ch  m o re ,  b u t  is pu blish ed  w ith o u t  p ro fit  by  th e  au th o r ,  a 
b u sin ess  m an .  T h e  s u b - t i t le ,  “ S tu d ie s  in C h ris t ia n  C o n d u c t ,” re v e a ls  
s o m e th in g  o f  i t s  p r a c t i c a l  n a tu r e .  T h e  a u th o r  p re s e n ts  a w e a l th  o f  S c r ip 
tu r e  to  show t h a t  th e  C h r is t ia n  l i f e  is to  be lived on th e  bas is  o f  g r a c e .  
In  his own words, " G r a c e  p o in ts  to th in g s  th a t  God has  f r e e ly  done and 
bids the  b e l ie v e r  to l ive w o rth y  t h e r e o f . ” (p. 1 4 4 . )  He shows th a t  to  
urge  C h ris t ia n s  to  l iv e  th e  l i fe  s e t  f o r t h  in the  N ew T e s ta m e n t  on th e  basis  
o f  hu m an appeals  is n o t  enough. G o d ’s ap p eals  f o r  a holy l i f e  a r e  th e  
only ones sufficient to  m ak e  it  a  r e a l i ty  in the  l i fe  o f  th e  b eliev er .

T h e  b ook is w r i t te n  in la n g u a g e  th a t  th e  a v e ra g e  C h ris t ia n  can  u n d e r 
s tan d ,  h e n c e ,  i t  would be e x c e l l e n t  fo r  study groups,  or f o r  g i f t s  to  
y o u n g  C h ris t ian s .  T e n  or m o r e  co p ie s  to  one address  a re  th ir ty - f iv e  
c e n ts  each . T h o u g h  th e  a u th o r  e v id en tly  holds th e  d o ctr in e  o f  e te r n a l  
s ec u r ity ,  th is  should n o t  d e t r a c t  f r o m  th e  m ain  th es is  o f  his  stu d y  
w hich  h e  shows by  a b u n d a n t  ev id en ce  is th e  t e a c h in g  o f  th e  S c r ip tu r e s .  
One c a n n o t  b u t  g e t  a f r e s h  in s ig h t  in to  and a p p rec ia t io n  o f  th e  g r a c e  
o f  God a f t e r  a c a r e fu l  r e a d in g  o f  th is  book.

— D e n n is  A llen .
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THOUGHTS WORTH WHILE
D. H. F.

GOD’S DELAYS
Why is God sometimes so slow to do what we long to have Him 

do? A writer urges us to “trust against appearances,” and asks: 
“Why did the perfect Master sleep in the boat when winds and waves 
were raging? Why did He linger on the road when Jairus’ daughter 
was dying? Why did He tarry where He was when His friend Lazarus 
was sick in the distant village of Bethany?” The answer is plain, 
in the light of what followed. Each of these seeming delays brought 
greater blessing than would have been possible if there had been no 
delay.

Because we often think we can understand the whole matter be
forehand as well as God does, we let His delay mean our dismay. If 
we could but see and understand as God does, we should welcome 
His every delay as a fresh delight. We see only a very small part, 
and God sees the whole. God never really delays a fraction of a 
second in doing what His perfect wisdom and His perfect love 
knows are for our best blessing. All His actions in our behalf are 
perfectly timed, infallibly punctual. The only real delay is our 
tardiness in trusting Him. — Elim  Evangel.

BURDEN BEARING
Some years ago a man was walking along a road, with a heavy 

pack on his shoulder. Since the burden was so cumbersome, his 
progress was slow. Presently a farmer with a team of horses and a 
wagon overtook him and offered him a ride. The traveler con
sented and climbed up into the seat with the farmer, but continued 
to keep his pack on his shoulder. As they continued on their jour
ney the farmer asked him why he did not lay his pack down, to which 
he replied, “Oh, I wouldn’t think of letting you carry my burden  
too!” Are we not as foolish as this man, when we do not realize that 
God is bearing our burdens, as well as bearing us7—Tyerm an.

TH E DEVIL’S BEST TOOL
It was announced that the devil was going out of business, and 

would offer all tools for sale to the highest bidder. On, the night of 
the sale they were all attractively displayed— and a bad looking lot 
they were: hatred, jealousy, envy, malice, sensuality and deceit, and 
all the other implements of evil. Apart from the rest lay a harmless- 
looking wedge-shaped tool, much worn, and priced higher than any 
of them. Some one asked the devil what it was. “That is ‘discourage
ment.’ ” “Why do you price it so highly?” “Because,” replied the 
devil, “it is more useful to me than any other tool. I can pry open 
and get into a man’s conscience with that when I could never get 
near him with any others; and once inside I can use him with my 
discouragement in any way that suits me best. It is much worn be
cause I use it with nearly everybody.— M aritim e Baptist,
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W HAT’S TH E DIFFERENCE
Dr. Austin Crouch tells this interesting story on a certain con

gregation to which he was preaching one time. At the close of the 
message he asked the following questions:

“How many of you will agree to study God’s Word on the subject 
of Baptism , and pledge yourselves to do exactly what you think the 
Bible teaches on the subject?” Practically every hand went up. 
“How many of you will agree to study God’s Word on the subject of 
Tithing, and pledge yourselves to do exactly what you think the 
Bible teaches on the subject?” Not a single hand was raised.

“WHY HE COBBLED SHOES”
A characteristic story is told about Doctor Carey. The pioneer 

missionary to India before he left this country was a shoemaker, or 
rather, as he himself put it, a “cobbler.”

He used to go about from village to village preaching, with his 
soul filled with the love of God. One day a friend came to him and 
said: “Mr. Carey, I want to speak to you very seriously.”

“Well,” said Mr. Carey, “What is it?”
The friend replied: “By your going about preaching, as you do, 

you are neglecting your business. If you only attended to your busi
ness more you would be all right, and would soon get on and prosper, 
but as it is, you are simply neglecting your business.”

“Neglecting my business?” said Carey, looking at him steadily. 
“My business is to extend the Kingdom of God. I only cobble shoes 
to pay expenses.”—Selected.

“THEOLOGY” OR “CH RIST”
A Japanese worker visiting a seminary in Tennessee said to a 

promising student, “Brother, you have finished college; we need you 
in Japan. Why don’t you go?”

The student explained that he had to take his seminary course 
and must study theology before he became a missionary.

The Japanese gave an answer which applies not only to Japan 
but to our own land: “Brother, Japan can do without theology, but 
sadly needs Jesus Christ . . . "—T h e Pilot.

LIVE TO  SERVE
A self-centered life is unworthy and ignoble; but a self-forgetful 

life is noble, and Christlike. So many times when contemplating a 
course of action, the question we too often ask is: “What am I going 
to get out of this?” We should more frequently ask, “What oppor
tunities for service will this bring me?” The Lord Jesus Christ lived 
a self-forgetful life. The Word tells us that He “came not to be min
istered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for 
many.” Service for others always ministers to personal happiness. 
We do not need to possess great wealth or great gifts to find a place 
to serve. The Lord will show us how and where to be helpful if we 
rely on Him for wisdom.—Tyerm an.
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“FAITH OF OUR FATH ERS”
E. L. J .

DIVISIONS AND OCCASIONS OF STUM BLING*
C A U S E , C O U R S E , A N D  C U R E

At this mid-year of 1948, as we are about to turn for our ma
terials from the earlier “church fathers” to our own honored “Res
toration Pioneers,” we pause, so to speak, for a “station announce
ment.” It seemed good to state once again our aims and purposes in 
this series of “precious reprints,” now running in the fourth consecu
tive year. But then, as I was giving all diligence to state those 
aims and purposes, I was constrained to write a full installment, 
dealing with opinions, divisions, discipline; truth, forbearance, and 
the unity of the Spirit — all in connection with the text of Romans 
1 6 : 1 7 :

“ M a rk  th em  w hich  a re  c a u s in g  th e  d iv isions and  o cca s io n s  o f  
s tu m b lin g , c o n tra ry  to  th e  d o ctr in e  w hich  y e  le a rn e d ; an d  tu rn  
aw a y  fro m  th e m .” (C om m on  v e rsio n , “ avoid  th e m .” )

This department of the W ord and W ork (last four pages regu
larly) is dedicated to the task of retrieving for posterity and for the 
present generation, from the limbo of lost and neglected religious 
literature, the great and worthwhile sayings of “the fathers” and the 
pioneers — especially on the lines of Unity and Prophecy.

The further purpose is to bring about a better fellowship by 
means of a better understanding. Hundreds of extra copies of this 
magazine (sometimes thousands) are sent out each month, inde
pendently financed by funds from this department — in order that 
many brethren may benefit by these great writings, and that dis
ciples everywhere may reach that better unity by means of a wider, 
fairer outlook, historically and doctrinally, on the things that are 
of current interest and discussion among 11s. Such are the aims and 
purposes that are ever before our minds. And the evidence of such 
a trend — toward unity in the midst of our diversity — is now abun
dant and cumulative. For this, let God be thanked.

B U IL D IN G  B R O K E N  W A L L S : T H E  O P P O S IT IO N
It is not strange, of course, that our purposes should be criti

cised (we are not above the need of criticism offered in the Christian 
spirit), nor that our efforts to rebuild these broken holy walls should 
be opposed — by those who plainly do not want unity in our present 
diversity; those who first started and have kept alive the myth — that 
figment of the imagination — that our differences on Prophecy are too 
great for fellowship; those in fact who offer fellowship only on the 
doubtful ground of their own published and oft-repeated opinions 
and theories. That there are differences, we admit, but that they 
are too great for Christian love and toleration, we humbly deny. 
At. least, they are not so from  us toward them ; we see no reason

*  T h is  a r t ic le  is o b ta in a b le  in  t r a c t  fo rm  in  any  q u a n tity  fo r  f r e e  
d is tr ib u tio n . O rd er fro m  th e  a u th o r , 1 0 4 6  D u d ley  A v e ., L o u isv ille  4 , K y .
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therefore why they should be so from them toward us. They differ 
no more from us than we differ from them; and our errors, what
ever they are, could hardly be more odious and unscriptural in their 
eyes than theirs are in ours. Yet we plead for fellowship, recipro
cal and sincere'; and we try to do our best to practice it.

U N IT Y  N E E D E D  NOW
Furthermore, we plead for unity now, that unity which is of 

the Spirit; yes, even now, before we have time to attain to perfect in
tellectual agreement, desirable as such agreement may be. We plead 
for that unity which proceeds by and from those peaceable qualities 
that Paul lays down as the the means to it: meekness, lowliness, long- 
suffering, forbearance, and love, which is the bond of perfectness 
(Eph. 4:1-3; Col. 3:14). This is the unity o f the Spirit, and the fruit 

of the Spirit; and it has often been realized in the midst of much 
diversity, both of doctrine and of judgment; whereas it has often been 
absent even where intellectual agreement prevailed. Moreover, this 
is the only unity that leaves men unenslaved and free — free to grow 
in grace and knowledge, and to go on with God. It stands in sharp
est contradistinction to that uncertain, unstable, legalistic unity that 
is hammered out by the hardest, and that is maintained only by the 
threat of excommunication held over the heads of any who dare to 
differ from its leaders.

It has been said of our civil liberty that eternal vigilance is the 
price of it. But how much more is constant vigilance the price of 
religious liberty! Beware! Stand fast! Be not entangled in any yoke 
of bondage! There is no outside sectarianism so insidious, so en
slaving, and so likely to be hidden from our own eyes, as that incipient 
sectarianism which rises up from within. By such influences men who 
think they are free disciples are no more free than slaves; and many 
who boast of being undenominational Christians are as creed-bound 
as the sects which they denounce.

W H E N  T R U T H  C A U S E S  T R O U B L E
For, if the teachings of any earnest Bible student in our midst, 

set forth humbly by him as truth, and believed by him to be indeed 
the Word of God (whether it be what God said in so many words 
by inspired men, or what must necessarily follow, as he sees it, from 
the gathering of the scattered scripture-testimony, “here a little, 
there a little”) — I say, if what some such man sets forth as scripture 
truth may be summarily set aside by another, because he thinks it 
is opin ion  and denounces it as such, then our creed is fixed, our 
bounds of knowledge are set, and Christian growth is ended! And 
again, if what good and studious men have taught as truth (and often 
vital truth) — if such teachings may be suppressed by the simple cry 
that it will “cause trouble,” then our faith is man-controlled more 
surely than any OPA could ever control our war-time regimen. Such 
a system leaves us just as free in Christ as slaves, and the church of 
Christ no better than a poor, sectarian little Rome. For it would 
be easily possible always to prove that any teaching whatsoever 
“causes trouble,” if there were those ready and willing to see to it
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that it does! And how can we be sure after all that truth, vital 
needed truth, will never cause trouble? Our great Teacher, though 
He is the Prince of Peace, has said: “I came not to send peace but a 
sword” (Matt. 10:34); and another has told us, by the Spirit, that 
the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable (Jas. 
3 :17)·

“ M A R K IN G ” A N D  “ A V O ID IN G ”
If any word herein may seem to be accusative or direct, let 

it be remembered that that word applies only to whom it may justly 
apply. If there are misguided men today who have caused divisions 
and occasions of stumbling contrary to the doctrines which the 
churches addressed by Paul had learned — those doctrines of lowli
ness and meekness, longsuffering and forbearance, without which the 
unity of the Spirit is utterly impossible — then those men must in
deed be marked and avoided, in solemn obedience to the Word of 
God (Rom. 16:17). But let us understand first what it is to “mark” 
a man, and how it may be done to the greatest good, and without 
contributing more to discord than to peace. This is a serious thing 
to all concerned.

Shamefully indeed have the unity doctrines of the Roman letter 
been trampled under foot, particularly chapter fourteen! There the 
teaching is that even the erring and the weak in faith are to be “le- 
ceived,” borne with, and fellowshipped, rather than “judged” and 
“set at nought” (vs. 1, 4, 13, 19). That was the “doctrine” which 
the Roman brethren had learned, at least a part of it; and what 
“doctrine” could Paul have had in mind more naturally, when unit
ing on “divisions” and “stum bling” (16:17) than his own unity teach
ings as unfolded in chapter 14 (although, through others, the teach
ing had preceded his own epistle to Rome)? It is clear therefore that 
Paul, in the much-quoted “marking” passage (Rom. 16:17) is con
demning those who preach and practice the doctrine of dividing when 
the apostolic doctrine is against dividing; those who go up and down 
the land egging on the disciples (often the untaught masses) to di
vide and separate — where before they were at peace and saw no 
need to separate. The pioneer disciples would never have thought 
of separation over the issues that are now current. It is a new, 
artificial condition created by divisive men, and it must be overcome. 
Such men, says Paul, must be “marked” and turned away from.

G IV E  G O D  A  C H A N C E
But this “marking” and “avoiding” is more a passive than an 

active duty: leave these blind guides alone. There is always the 
danger that we ourselves “may suffer through the strain,” and do 
some wrong, in setting others where they may belong. It is a tempta
tion to try to cure with sudden surgery what only time and God can 
heal. In days long gone we ourselves had not learned too well 
that serious lesson. Time and experience have shown that God 
himself cuts off those who would cut off their brethren — though first 
He grants them time and opportunity to repent. Over and over 
again we have seen it come to pass — that those who (for envy or
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other hidden cause) have sought to brand their brethren have soon 
been marked and laid upon the shelf themselves. Perhaps we have 
no need (though it can not be wrong) to mark and point out those 
factionists by name; it comes to the same in the end; for eventually 
the rank and file of the church’s humble, honest membership will 
come to see “how it is,” and who  it is; and from that time on they 
will simply “avoid” the factionist (Titus 3:10). They take mental 
note of him; they do not call him; they do not go to hear his ha
rangues, once his purpose is established; they do not forward his 
divisive work in any way. And yet they “count him not as an enemy 
but admonish him as a brother.” (2 Tim. 3:15.) And always, 
they keep a crystal clear distinction between the erroneous prophetic 
teaching of the factionist on the one hand (I speak not of heresy 
in fundamental doctrines), and his factious, divisive, and unchris
tian spirit and attitude on the other hand. If they must “mark” 
and “avoid” some men, it is on the second ground and never on the 
first. It is not because those men hold or teach some secondary 
doctrinal error, but because they are guilty of the prime sin of caus
ing needless division in the Body of Christ. From such we are 
com m anded  to “turn away”; we have no choice.

W H A T  W E  C A N  S U R E L Y  DO
Meanwhile, we can wait, and pray, and inculcate as far as pos

sible the true New Testament unity teaching. To be sure, much 
harm, much pain and sorrow, will occur — while God still waits 
to be gracious. But while He waits, to vindicate or convict, let 11s 
on our part “follow after peace with all men, and the holiness with
out which no man shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14); let us “follow 
after righteousness, faith, love, peace, with them that call on the 
L ord  out o f a pure h eart” (2 Tim. 2:22); and if it be possible, let 
us be at peace with all men, “as much as in us lieth”; that is, as far 
as we on our part are concerned and responsible, let none surpass us 
in the peace-making business; for such are the sons of God (Matt. 5:9). 
- E . L .  J.

W IL F O R D  H A L L  A N D  T H E  S E C O N D  A D V E N T  
The author of the following poem was a noted and honored 

Restoration writer among the disciples of two or three generations 
ago; author of “Univcrsalism Against Itself,” “Problem of Human 
Life,” and other works.

Our Saviour once more upon earth shall appear,
In person as literal as when he was here;
The clouds are his chariot, and glory his throne,
Whilst myriads of angels his majesty own.

The kingdom shall come, and the graves shall give way,
And the saints be redeem’d from their prison of clay;
For the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall come forth. 
From the east, from the west, from the south, from the north.
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