
THE WORD AND WORK
(V o lu m e  X L I I ,  S e p te m b e r , 1 9 4 8 )

Perfect Peace
Like a river glorious 

Is God’s perfect peace,
Over all victorious 

In its bright increase;
Perfect, yet it floweth 

Fuller every day—
Perfect, yet it groweth 

Deeper all the way.
Hidden in the hollow 

Of his blessed hand,
Never foe can follow,

Never traitor stand;
Not a surge of worry,

Not a shade of care,
Not a blust of hurry,

Touch the spirit there.
—Frances R. Havergal

W O RD S IN SEASON
R. Η. B.

BARRIERS TO GOD’S FORGIVENESS
There are serious barriers in the way of God’s free forgiveness. 

The great insurmountable barrier on God’s side lay in the fact that 
God must be just. “It may be so, dear Plato,” said Socrates to his 
brilliant pupil, “but I do not see how the deity can forgive sin.” 
From man’s point of view Socrates was unquestionably right. For 
God is not simply the kind and indulgent Father, as some have pic
tured Him, who in pity overlooks the frailties and weaknesses of 
erring humanity; He is also a holy God, and bound by His own 
character to uphold justice and righteousness, to judge and condemn 
sin. Those who expect anything else of Him are not trusting in the 
true God, the God revealed in the Bible, but in a creature of their 
own imagination. For the heavens would fall before God could 
condone sin and wrong, or let the guilty go free.

We have, alas, become too accustomed to laxness in the adminis
tration of justice. Man’s judgment does often, under one pretense 
or another, release the criminal, and condone the breach of human 
laws and standards. But not even in our thoughts may we bring
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God’s judgment down to such a level. “He that justifieth the wicked, 
and he that condemneth the righteous, both of them alike are an 
abomination to Jehovah.” God is incapable of doing either. The 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hinder the truth in unrighteousness.” 
(Rom. i : 18.) The problem confronting God was not (as some have 
imagined) how He could be just in sending a sinner to hell, but how 
He could be just and save the sinner from hell. God could not 
violate His own law. God’s word must be true. Right must be 
done. Law and justice must be upheld. His authority and integrity 
must be vindicated. We may count upon it as an absolute certainty 
that God will bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, and that there will be no respect of persons with God.
THE BARRIERS REMOVED

Nevertheless there is a way higher than law and justice, which 
yet does not violate law and justice, a way of God’s making: the way 
of the love of God in Christ Jesus, which cost God all that it was 
possible for him to give. We sing, “Just as I am, Thy love un
known has broken every barrier down.” So it has. Over against the 
representative man who sinned, and who by his sin brought all his 
race down in sin, God set His representative Man, who took our 
debt and obligation and all our guilt and sin, and all the cause 
and wrath and judgment that was consequent upon it, upon Him
self; and thus provided a way of full, free, and righteous mercy and 
forgiveness. For “all we like sheep have gone astray: we have turned 
everyone to his own way, and Jehovah hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all.” (Isa. 53:6.) And He did this, as we are told in the epistle 
to the Romans, “that He might Himself be just, and the justifier 
of him that hath faith in Jesus.” (Rom. 3:26.) It was thus that He 
broke the great barrier down.

None but God could do it; none but God’s Son who was sent 
and who came for this, could carry it through. For “there was none 
other good enough to pay the price of sin: no other could unlock the 
gate of heaven to let us in.” But He did it. Our forgiveness is free, 
but it is by no means cheap. As the apostle Paul tells us, “Him who 
knew no sin He made to be sin on our behalf, that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Cor. 5:21.) Without this 
awful background of God’s perfect righteousness and justice, and the 
sacrifice of Jesus, the Son of God, in our behalf, there could be no 
gospel, no salvation, no forgiveness. This is not (as some may super
ciliously call it) a “theory of the atonement”—this is the atonement 
which God provided for the sins of men. And none can be saved 
without it.
BARRIERS ON MAN’S SIDE

But this atonement, though universal and for all mankind, does 
not automatically save all. It does indeed provide salvation for all, 
yet all do not receive it. Thus, for illustration, the serpent was 
lifted up in the wilderness and in it was power to heal all in the 
wilderness who had been stricken by the deadly bite of the serpents
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that infested the camp of Israel; yet its healing power was effective 
only to those who, according to God’s word, looked to the serpent, 
and thus availed themselves of it. (Numb. 21.) Thus though the 
great barrier on God’s side was broken down, yet there are also bar
riers on man’s side.

1. Even in human jurisprudence it is a recognized fact that 
pardon cannot be forced on any one. It must be desired; it must 
be accepted. He who spurns it cannot have it. The ambassador of 
Christ also goes sweetly wooing and gospeling to the sons of men 
with the gracious heaven-sent message of peace, “O be ye reconciled 
to God.” But there are those who love their sins more than the 
forgiveness of God. What separates" men from God now is not their 
sins, but their unwillingness to have their sins forgiven. Remission 
of sins is preached, but who cares for it? who fears sin and is sick of 
it? There lies the great human barrier. If to despise God’s law 
brought judgment without mercy, what will be the judgment of those 
who have spurned the dearly bought gift of God’s grace?

2. It follows further that forgiveness cannot be bestowed where 
sin is not recognized nor acknowledged. There are some—not a 
few—who will admit that they are not all they ought to be, but 
think themselves far too good to be sent to hell. They can plead 
many an excuse; they can compare themselves to good advantage 
with others (even with some church members) and really they think 
that it would be unjust in God to condemn them. Now if a man 
puts it on that basis, he evidently does not want to be saved—he 
wants to be judged on his merit and desert. Of course, he can have 
that. But if it is forgiveness he desires, that is God’s free gift to sin
ners. It is by grace, and you must therefore come without any claims 
or self-righteousness, empty-handed, and with contrite heart. As says 
our familiar hymn,

‘‘Nothing in my hands I bring,
Simply to thy cross I cling.”

3. It is also obvious that God cannot forgive an unrepentant 
sinner. A man minded to go on in sin cannot be forgiven and ac
cepted of God. In the nature of things, if a man loves sin more 
than God’s mercy and forgiveness he puts himself outside the pale 
of salvation. Wherefore He pleads with men to turn. “Repent ye 
therefore and turn again that your sins may be blotted out.” “Re
pent ye and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
unto the remission of your sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” (Acts 3:19; 2:38.)

4. These are some other barriers of man’s building which hinder 
God from bestowing His free and gracious forgiveness:

Pride, which will not receive it.
Self-righteousness, which will not acknowledge the need.
Love of sin, which will not turn.
Insincerity, which makes excuses and seeks to throw the blame 

on others.
Unbelief, which thinks it impossible.

Where these barriers are allowed to stand, God cannot forgive, but
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must judge. And when He sits in judgment He will by no means 
clear the guilty. But when faith comes in these barriers melt away 
and God’s forgiveness come whole-hearted, free, glad and perfect, 
even as that of the father who so freely and wholeheartedly forgave 
the Prodigal Son.

*   *   *
IDENTIFICATION

It may not appear plainly at all, but it is none the less a fact 
that it makes quite as much difference with what and with whom 
a man is identified as what personally and individually he does. 
Our individual attitude and actions count, to be sure; and no name 
or claim can shield us where that part is wrong. On the other hand, 
where we stood and which way our influence was thrown, whither 
our credit went—-in short, with what we are identified—counts equally 
as much. A good soldier, if on the enemy’s side, is a menace. A 
good life thrown to the wrong cause results in great harm and in 
dishonor to God. Good works and kind deeds that are to the credit 
and praise of the world or of worldly associations cannot count for 
the honor of God nor to the true blessing of men.

It is then of vast importance, not only that a man should do 
right, but that he should be identified with the right side; and it is 
obviously fair that a man should be judged on the basis of the 
thing or the combine with which he is identified. If he is identified 
with the world, the world’s sentence must be his. If any of the Lord’s 
people dwell in Babylon, they must come out if they would avoid 
sharing in her judgments and punishments. Worldly partnerships 
and fraternities commit a man to the world and throw his influence 
and work on that side; therefore such entanglements tend to en
gulf him in the end that awaits the company of the unsaved. But 
they on the other hand who are identified with Christ—sheep of 
His flock, members of His body—theirs will be the vindication and 
acceptance and glory of Christ in that day. Look well to your af- 
filiations. If you are not wholly and solely identified just with 
Christ, if you are yoked in any fellowship with the world or any 
organization that is of the world, obey today the summons of God, 
“Come out from among them, and be ye separate;” and, “Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation.”

In giving an account of Jesus in Nazareth, Luke relates that 
“He entered, as His custom runs, into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day.” What a flood of light this simple statement sheds upon the 
life of our Lord. It was His custom  to attend the synagogue worship 
each Sabbath day. He could be counted on to be there. To be sure 
He could worship God in the forest or on the mountain —and He 
often did so; but when the time came for His people to assemble 
for the regular weekly worship, He was there with them. Can it be 
said of YOU that last Lord’s day you entered, as your custom is, 
into the house of God to worship with His people? Or that, “as the 
custom of some is,” you forsook the assembly, perhaps for pleasure 
for yourself or to please another. Put Christ first.—J. Edward Boyd.

196



N EW S AND NOTES
PREACHERS’ FELLOWSHIP MEETING

T h e  te n ta t iv e  p ro g ra m  fo r  th e  
P r e a c h e r s ’ F e llo w sh ip  M e e tin g  
p u blish ed  in  th e  A u g u st W ord  and  
W o rk  w ill be re v ise d  som ew h at b e 
fo r e  th e  fin a l p ro g ra m  s h e e ts  a re  
p rin te d . T h e  tim e  fo r  th is  u n iqu e 
m e e tin g  is fro m  S e p te m b e r  7 -1 0 , 
and  th e  p la c e , S h a w n ee  ch u rch  o f  
C h rist, 4 1 s t  and  M ich ig an  D riv e , 
L o u isv ille , K e n tu c k y . T h e re  a re  to  
be th re e  sess io n s  d aily , s ta r t in g  a t  
10 a . m ., 2 p. m ., and  7: 30  p. m. r e 
s p e c tiv e ly . T h e  m o rn in g  and  a f t e r 
noon  m e e tin g s  a re  to  be a t  S h aw 
n ee  and  th e  n ig h t s e rv ic e s  a t  th e  
P o r tla n d  A v en u e ch u rch , 2 5 th  and  
P o r tla n d .

Monday Night Rally
T h e  a ffa ir  w ill be  p re fa c e d  by a 

s p e cia l ra lly  M ond ay n ig h t, S e p 
te m b e r  6 , a t  7 :3 0 . D. H. F r ie n d  
is sch ed u led  to  m ak e th e  op en in g  
sp eech  in th is  m e e tin g , w hich  is to 
be  fo llo w ed  by son gs, p ra y e rs , and 
sh o rt ta lk s  fro m  v is it in g  p re a ch e rs . 
C om e to  S h a w n e e  fo r  th is  m e e tin g .

R. H. Boll Meditations
A t te n  o ’c lo ck  e a ch  m o rn in g  

B r o th e r  B o ll is  to  g iv e  a s e r ie s  o f 
d ev o tio n a l s tu d ies . T h o se  w ho have 
a tte n d e d  h is c la sse s  w ill e sp ec ia lly  
lo ok  fo rw a rd  w ith  p le a su re  to  th is  
seaso n  o f  r e fre s h in g . T h is  p eriod  
w ill occu p y  fro m  3 0  to  4 0  m in u tes  
and  th e n  w ill com e th e  open m e e t
in g s fo r  g e n e r a l  d iscu ssion  on v a r i
ous to p ics  th a t  co n ce rn  th e  lo ca l 
ch u rch  and  its  w ork .

Speakers
S p e a k e rs  w ill be h eard  a t  th e  

a f te r n o o n  and  e v en in g  sessio n s. 
T h o se  who have a c ce p te d  th e  in v i
ta t io n  to  sp eak  a re  D. H. F r ie n d , R . 
B . B o y d , E . L . Jo r g e n s o n , N. B . 
W rig h t, J .  S c o t t  G re er , H ow ard 
M arsh , R . H. B o ll, E . H . H oover, 
H all C. C row d er, Η. N. R u th e r fo rd , 
H. L . O lm stead , and  O rv ille  B ix le r . 
O rv ille  B ix le r  w as n o t  nam ed  on 
th e  p ro g ra m  in th e  A u g u st W ord  
and  W o rk . W e a r e  happ y to  add 
him  to  ou r l is t  o f  sp ea k ers . F r a n k  
M u llin s  w as u n d ecid ed  as to  w h e
th e r  he cou ld  m ak e  th e  tr ip  in  his 
la s t  co rre sp o n d e n ce . J .  E dw ard  
B o y d  w rite s  th a t  he p lans to  be 
p re s e n t and  w e hope to  have him  
on th e  p ro g ram  f o r  a sp eech . S ta n 
fo rd  C h am b ers  is e x p e c te d  to  fill 
h is p la ce  on th e  p ro g ram . O th er 
v is it in g  p re a c h e rs  w ill be  re c o g 
n ized  a t  open session s.

W rite for Reservations
P re a c h e r s , f a r  and  n e a r , a w arm  

w elco m e a w a its  you . A rra n g e m e n ts  
a re  b e in g  m ad e to  e n te r ta in  you 
in C h ristia n  hom es. Y o u  can  
s c a rc e ly  affo rd  to  m iss th is  ra re  
t r e a t .  L o ca l p re a c h e rs , who do 
s e c u la r  w ork , should  a rr a n g e  a  v a 
c a tio n  a t  th a t  tim e  and  th o se  who 
hav e m e e tin g s  should  r e a rr a n g e  
sch ed u les  w h e rev e r  p o ssib le . O ut 
o f  tow n p re a c h e rs , w ho p lan  to  be 
p re s e n t, should  w rite  W illis  H. A l
len , 4 1 1 8  V e rm o n t, L o u isv ille , K y .

W in c h e s te r , K y .:  “ I  ju s t  c o n 
c lu d ed  a tw o w e e k s ’ re v iv a l serv ice  
a t  th e  S a le m  ch u rch  o u tsid e  C yn- 
th ia n a . T h e  in te r e s t  and a tte n d 
a n c e  w e re  fine th ro u g h o u t th e  e n 
t ir e  m e e tin g . T h is  c o n g re g a tio n  
m a n ife s ts  a  s p ir it  o f  c o o p era tio n  in 
a ll i ts  u n d e rta k in g s . B ro . W in sto n  
A llen  h as b een  la b o r in g  a t  th is  
p lace  fo r  th e  p a s t y e a r  and  fro m  
a ll in d ic a tio n s  he h as done a  fine 
w ork .

“ T h ro u g h  ou r e v a n g e lis tic  e f 
fo r ts  d u rin g  th e  p a s t tw o w eeks, 
th e  L o rd  added  sev en  y o u n g  sou ls 
to  th is  c o n g re g a tio n .”— B e n  R a k e

B o rd e n , In d .:  “ O u r m e e tin g
closed  S u n d a y  n ig h t, A u g u st 1. I t  
w as w ell a tte n d ed . T h e  S e lle rs -  
b u rg  ch u rch  cam e w ith  grou p s 
s e v e ra l n ig h ts , and  added to  th e  
in te r e s t  o f  th e  m e e tin g  w ith  grou p  
s in g in g . T h e  C h e rry  s t r e e t  ch u rch  
o f N ew  A lb a n y  ca m e  one n ig h t and 
sw elled  ou r au d ie n ce  w ith  th a t  
sw e et fe llo w sh ip  th a t  is an  in s p ir a 
tio n  to  a ll. B ro . L o u is  L ea ch  o f 
S e lle rs b u rg  led  th e  s in g in g  u n til 
p re v e n te d  by illn e ss  in  h is fa m ily .

“ B r o  M arsh  p rea ch ed  good and 
fo r c e fu l  serm o n s. H e has e n 
d ea red  h im s e lf  to  th e  p eople o f 
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B o rd e n  b oth  in  th e  ch u rch  an d  ou t. 
B e s id e s  e ig h t  a d d itio n s, th e r e  w as 
g r e a t  good  acco m p lish ed  w hich  
ca n n o t be m easu red  a t  th is  t im e .” 
— F . S . Sp au ld in g .

Fisherville Revival
T h e  m e e tin g  a t  F is h e rv ille , K y ., 

w as v e ry  fine th is  y e a r . O re ll O v e r
m an  w as th e  e v a n g e lis t  an d  th e  
lo c a l m in is te r , J a c k  C u rry , led  th e  
s in g in g . J u s t  b e fo r e  th e  m e e tin g  
tw o resp on d ed  to  th e  in v ita tio n . 
D u rin g  th e  m e e tin g  fo u r te e n  o th 
e rs  cam e, a  to ta l  o f  e lev en  b a p tism s 
an d  five m em b ersh ip s.

D av id  an d  V ic to r  B ro a d d u s a s 
s is te d  in  th e  V a c a tio n  B ib le  S ch o o l 
w hich  w as co n d u cted  e a ch  d ay . A n 
a v e ra g e  a tte n d a n c e  o f  1 3 8  is r e 
p o rted  f o r  th is  sch o o l, w ith  a high 
o f  1 7 3 . T h e  S u n d a y  sch o o l a lso  
e n jo y e d  an  a ll-t im e  re co rd  a tte n d 
a n c e  o f  1 4 4  o n e  S u n d ay .

Other Meeting»
T h e  m e e tin g  a t  C ed a r S p rin g s  

c o n g re g a tio n , n e a r  S e a to n v ille , 
K v ., b e g a n  A u g u st 15  and  h as co n 
tin u e d  w ith  good  in te r e s t .  Tw o 
m ade th e  good  c o n fe ss io n  th e  f irs t  
fe w  n ig h ts  o f  th e  m e e tin g . P h ilip  
B o rn w a s se r  is th e  lo ca l m in is te r , 
W illis  H . A lle n , th e  e v a n g e lis t , 
and  C h a rles  K ra n z  th e  son g  le a d e r.

N. B . W rig h t  is to  b e g in  a  m e e t
in g  a t  N elso n v ille , K y ., on A u g u st 
2 3  an d  c o n tin u e  th ro u g h  S e p te m 
b e r  5. H e w ill b e  a ss is te d  by 
R o b e r t  H eid  and P a u l K n e c h t.

A s w e go to  p re ss  N. W ilson  
B u rk s  is p re a c h in g  in  a  te n t  m e e t
in g  a t  U tic a , In d ia n a . T h is  gosp el 
e ffo r t  is to  clo se  A ug. 2 7 , o r as  th e 
L o rd  m ay  lead . J .  R . C la rk  is c o n 
d u ctin g  y o u th  m e e tin g s  and  P a u l 
K n e c h t  h as c h a rg e  o f  th e  s in g in g  
fo r  th e  f ir s t  w eek.

World Vision Bibles
T h o se  w ho lik e  th e  K in g  Ja m e s  

V e rs io n  w ill n o t go w ro n g  in ob 
ta in in g  a cop y o f  th is  new  B ib le . 
F o r  a  hom e B ib le  you should  ask  
fo r  N o. 4 9 . I t  is bound  in a good 
q u a lity  b la ck  c lo th  and  h as b e a u ti
fu l  la rg e  c le a r  ty p e , w ith  r e f e r 
e n ce s, p re s e n ta tio n  p ag e , fa m ily  
re g is te r , and  m ap s in fu ll  co lo r. 
T h e  sp e cia l W o rld  V is io n  fe a tu r e  
is a s e r ie s  o f  B ib le  S tu d y  a r t ic le s  
on v a rio u s  s u b je c ts  fo u n d  in  th e  
c lo s in g  p ag es. E a c h  a r t ic le  is 
w ritte n  by a  s ch o la r  in th e  ch u rch  
o f C h rist. P r ic e , $ 6 .0 0 .

I f  you p r e fe r  th e  sa m e  as above 
b u t in s m a lle r  fo rm , bound in 
g e n u in e  m o ro cco , w ith  a co n co rd 
a n c e  ad ded , th e n  a sk  f o r  N o. 4 8 X . 
T h is  e d itio n  also  h as th e  B ib le  
S tu d y  a r t ic le s  d escrib ed  ab ov e. 
P r ic e , $ 1 2 .0 0 .  O rd er e i th e r  o f  th e se  
ed itio n s  fro m  W o rd  an d  W o rk .

Je n n in g s , L a . :  “ I  am  lo ok in g
fo rw a rd  to  a  hap p y an d  p ro fita b le  
w eek  in L o u isv ille  and  I  am  hop
in g  to  see  som e w hom  I hav e n o t 
s ee n  fo r  a  good  m an y  y e a rs . I t  
w ill be r e fr e s h in g  fo r  th o se  o f  us 
w ho a re  on th e  ‘fo rw a rd  l in e ’ and  
h av e  v e ry  l i t t le  o p p o rtu n ity  o f 
h e a r in g  ou r p re a c h in g  b re th re n . 
S e v e ra l y e a r s  ago  B r o th e r  D a sh e r  
w as v is it in g  us and w e w e re  ta lk in g  
a b o u t how  w o n d e rfu l i t  w ould  be to  
h av e  a  k ind  o f  re u n io n — ‘g e t  to 
g e th e r ”— a t  L o u isv ille . N ow  i t  is 
a b o u t to  m a te r ia liz e  —  how ev er, 
B r o th e r  D a sh e r  h as d ep arted  to  be 
w ith  th e  L o rd .”— Iv y  J .  I s t r e .

M an y  o th e rs  besid e  B r o th e r  Is tr e  
h av e  w ritte n  th a t  th e y  a re  p la n n in g  
to  be a t  th e  fe llo w sh ip  m e e tin g  
to  b e held  a t  S h a w n e e  ch u rch , 
L o u isv ille , fro m  S e p te m b e r  7 -1 0 .

T h e  O rm sb y  A v e. ch u rch , L o u is 
v ille , is a n n o u n c in g  a  re v iv a l m e e t
in g  to  b eg in  S e p te m b e r  7 and  to 
la s t  f o r  tw o w eeks. O re ll O v erm an  
o f  L e x in g to n  is th e  ch o sen  e v a n g e l
is t. B r o th e r  E . E . L y o n , m in is te r , 
w ish es us to  say  th a t  th e  ch u rch  
has had  th is  m e e tin g  p lan n ed  fo r  
sev e ra l m on th s and  th a t  its  c o n 
f lic t  w ith  th e  p r e a c h e r ’s m e e tin g  is 
r e g r e t te d . I t  seem s th a t  ra th e r  
th a n  it  c o n flic tin g  w ith  th e  p re a c h 
e r s ’ m e e tin g , th a t  th e  p re a c h e rs ’ 
m e e tin g  c o n flic ts  w ith  it , as  th e  
O rm sby m e e tin g  w as p lan n ed  firs t. 
W e hope th a t  B r e th r e n  O v erm an  
and  L y on  w ill be in th e  day m e e t
ings.

T h e  sam e as  th e  ab ov e is tru e  o f 
a m e e tin g  w hich  is s la te d  fo r  
P a rk s v ille , K y ., w ith  F . S . S p a u l
d in g and  E . L . Jo r g e n s o n  as p re a c h 
e r  and s in g e r . B r o th e r  Jo rg e n s o n  
is to  d eliv er a  m essag e  a t  th e  f e l 
low ship m e e tin g  and  w e hope th a t  
B r o th e r  S p a u ld in g  can  look in on 
us on one or m ore o f th e  d ays. T h e  
P a rk s v ille  e ffo r t  is to  s ta r t  S e p 
te m b e r  7.

E b e n e z e r  ch u rch , n e a r  H a rro d s- 
b u rg , K y ., is to  h e a r  J .  S c o t t  G r e e r  
in a  m e e tin g , b e g in n in g  S e p te m 
b e r  14 . E . L . Jo rg e n s o n  is s in g e r .



SPIRITUAL SUSTENANCE
Η. N. Rutherford

Pentecost marks a great climax. Jesus Christ our Lord had 
given Himself for our sins, had been buried, raised from the dead; 
and “after He had given commandment unto the apostles whom 
He had chosen,” had ascended and sat down at the right hand of 
God. The Holy Spirit, for whose advent the apostles had been 
waiting, had come; and the Gospel had been preached “by the 
Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven.” Sinners had been convicted, 
and had cried out in distress to know what they should do; and the 
man with the keys had answered them and opened the doors with 
the God-inspired direction that they should “Repent and be bap
tized,” every one of them, in the Name of Jesus Christ, for the re
mission of sins, and they should receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
“Then those who received the word were baptized and there were 
added to them that day about three thousand souls.” (Acts 2:37-41.)

This was “the beginning.” For each one of those, also, who 
were baptized that day it was a new beginning, as new creatures, 
endowed with the new life. By their faith, expressed in obedience 
to Peter’s command, they were “born again” of “water and the Spirit.” 
They were now children of God, baptized into Christ, having put on 
Christ (Gal. 3:2(1, 27). Their new life was of God, God’s life being 
imparted to them, and they held it by virtue of their union with the 
Lord Jesus Christ (1 John 5:11, 13; Col. 3:3; John 15:6).

This life, as all other life, must be maintained. It requires sus
tenance. In the case of the new life in Christ Jesus, it must be 
maintained by preserving the union and communion with the 
great Source. Barnabas exhorted the disciples in Antioch, “with 
purpose of heart to cleave to the Lord” (Acts 11:23), and Paul con
firmed the souls of the disciples, “exhorting them to continue in the 
faith” (Acts 14:22). But how we are to “cleave to the Lord” and to 
“continue in the faith” is shown explicitly in Acts 2:42: “And they 
continued stedfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread and the prayers.”

We mark first of all that these things were persisted in, and that 
W ITH  REGULARITY; for that is the strict import of the ex
pression, “they continued stedfastly.” Just as men eat and breathe 
and sleep, and thus maintain the natural life, so this supernatural 
life which was theirs because of their oneness with Christ was main
tained (that is, their fellowship and union with Christ was main
tained) by that constant intake and outflow which is summed up 
under these four heads: “Apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of 
bread, and prayers.” Just as verse 38 of Acts 2 gives 11s the model 
of first gospel obedience, so verse 42 lays down the great and simple 
plan of all subsequent worship, both congregational and private; 
and the means by which alone our continuance in spiritual life is 
possible.

As by the apostles’ teaching they had become “children of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus,” so the further teaching of the Apos-
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ties became their spiritual milk by which the spiritual babes grew 
in wisdom and in stature, in the grace of God and in the knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus (2 Pet. 3:18). They were now no longer be
holden to the scribes and Pharisees who sat in Moses’ seat (Matt. 
20:28) but were henceforth committed to the apostles’ instruction. 
And this was simply the teaching of Jesus Christ through His chosen 
spokesmen and representatives. This twofoldness of their work 
appears in the very commission He gave them (Matt. 28:19, 20)— 
they were first to teach the world; and then, again, such of them as 
had been baptized.

A great part of the New Testament is devoted to the record of 
this apostolic teaching to the Christians, namely, the twenty-one 
epistles and the book of Revelation; and even the four gospels and 
Acts abound in teaching which is designed to nourish the children 
of God. They “continued” in it. They held it fast. They con
tinued in it “stedfastly.” It was their constant light and resource, 
their daily food and drink. And so must it be to us who have 
named the name of Christ as well as they. For no other purpose 
did God leave us the New Testament. As were the writings of Moses 
to Israel (“for it is no vain thing for you, because it is your life”) 
so was the apostles’ doctrine to the saints in Jesus.

GUIDANCE
H e re  is  w h a t G eo rg e  M u ller w ro te  on how  to  know  th e  w ill o f  God. 

H is ru le s  com b in e  s p ir itu a lity  and  sou nd , sa n ctified  com m on s e n s e :
“I seek at the beginning to get my heart into such a state that 

it has no will of its own in regard to a given matter.
“Nine-tenths of the trouble with people is just here. Nine- 

tenths of the difficulties are overcome when our hearts are ready to 
do the Lord’s will, whatever it may be. When one is truly in this 
state, it is usually but a little way to the knowledge of what His will is.

“Having done this, I do not leave the result to feeling or 
simple impression. If I did, I would make myself liable to great 
delusions.

“I seek the will of the Spirit of God through, or in connection 
with, the Word of God.

“The Spirit and the Word must be combined. If I look to the 
Spirit alone without the Word, I lay myself open to great delusions 
also. If the Holy Ghost guides us at all, He will do it according to 
the Scriptures, and never contrary to them.

“Next I take into account providential circumstances. These 
often plainly indicate God’s will in connection with His Word and 
Spirit.

“I ask in prayer to reveal His will to me aright.
“Thus, through prayer to God, the study of the Word, and re

flection, I come to a deliberate judgment according to the best of my 
ability and knowledge, and if my mind is thus at peace, and con
tinues so after two or three more petitions, I proceed accordingly.

“In trivial matters, and in transactions involving important issues 
I have found this method effective.’’--From  Truth Advance.
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THE CHURCH AND THE KINGDOM
R. B. Boyd

The church .consists of all of God’s blood-cleansed children— 
called out of the world to be “strengthened with all power, accord
ing to the might of his glory, unto all patience and long suffering 
with joy,” called by God “who made us meet to become partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in light; who delivered us out of the 
power of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of 
his love.” Yes, indeed, we who have received “our redemption, the 
forgiveness of our sins” are in the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
How could  we deny, and who wants to deny that such is the case? 
The church consists of voluntary subjects of the Kingdom of God, 
and her citizenship is in heaven.

But, alas! even though nothing is truer than the above, it in no
wise exhausts the kingdom teaching of the Bible. How sad to know 
that minds have been closed to the great array of scriptures that offer 
further teaching on the kingdom question! What could James 
have referred to when writing “to the twelve tribes which are of the 
Dispersion”: “Hearken, my beloved brethren; did not God choose 
them that are poor as to this world to be rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom  which he prom ised to them that love him ” (emphasis 
mine)? Yes, even the time is coming when it will be truly said: “The 
kingdom of the world is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of 
his Christ; and he shall reign forever” (Rev. 11:15). Not only is 
that true, but we who are His (present citizens of His kingdom by 
voluntary submission) shall share in the reign when He comes to be 
glorified in His saints. “If we endure, we shall also reign with him” 
(2 Tim. 2:12). In connection with this read the blessed promise 
(yes, to a church of Christ) in Rev. 2:26, 27. It reads: “And he that 

overcometh, and he that keepeth my works unto the end, to him will 
I give authority over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod 
of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to shivers.” Read it, 
and believe it! “Scripture cannot be broken.”

Another promise, found in a letter written to a church of Christ, 
(the promise is to the individual overcomer—thank the Lord we 

can overcome individually!) is this: “He that overcometh, I will give 
to him to sit down with me in my throne, as I also overcame, and 
sat down with my Father in His throne” (Rev. 3:21). That reveals 
where Christ now sits—with His Father in His Father’s throne. It 
also reveals that He will some day occupy His own throne and 
when He does, those of us who overcome will occupy it with Him. 
And then there is the statement found in Acts 14:22 that says, “and 
that through many tribulations we must enter into the kingdom of 
God.” Notice that this was a part of a message being delivered (not 
to non-christians) but to “the souls of the disciples, exhorting them 
to continue in the faith.”

fust before our Lord’s ascension, the Apostles asked Him say
ing, “Lord, dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”
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Christ’s answer, rather than informing these men that their idea of the 
kingdom was a gross error, to the contrary, implies that this very 
restoration was in the knowledge and authority of the Father—even 
“set” there. Will the open-minded continue saying that the church is 
the kingdom of God in its fulness, or will we not find room for a l l  
of the word of the Lord!

SOUNDING OUT THE WORD
J. Edward Boyd

The church has a responsibility toward those without. Her chief 
business is to carry the gospel to the lost. There is no other divinely 
authorized agency for carrying out the great commission: “Go . . . 
preach the gospel to the whole creation” . . . “make disciples of 
all the nations.” Churches and Christians of New Testament times 
felt this responsibility. When they were all (except the apostles) 
scattered abroad they “went about preaching the word.” Not con
tent with having the gospel preached in their own city alone, the 
Thessalonians sounded forth the word of the Lord in Macedonia, 
Achaia, and beyond (1 Thess. 1:8). The Philippian church did not 
stop at helping support Paul when he was preaching for them, 
but after he went into other fields they sent once and again to his 
need (Phil. 4:15, 16). Such was the spirit of evangelism which 
characterized the early church and which resulted in the spreading 
of the gospel throughout the then known world.

The church’s responsibility is the same today to the present 
generation. Every congregation and individual Christian should 
deeply feel this. Opportunities abound. There are a number of 
ways in which churches may have a part in this work.

1. In their own communities. The light should shine brightly 
close by. (May it not be dimmed by unfaithfulness and unseemly 
conduct of the members.) Tent meetings have proved effectual in 
many places. Cottage prayer meetings in the homes of Christians 
are of advantage. Personal work can accomplish much.

2. In regions round about. The gospel is not to be limited by city, 
county, or state lines. A number of congregations might well co
operate in the support of an evangelist. A tent would be especially 
useful in such work. Or a congregation which is supporting a preach
er could send him to needy places instead of keeping him at home 
all the time. It is a peculiar type of selfishness that prompts the pay
ment of a preacher’s “salary” only when he is preaching within our 
own four walls.

3. In regions far away. In this work the Lord knows no national 
boundaries and makes no racial distinctions. “In every nation he 
that feareth Him . . .  is acceptable.” Young people should be en
couraged to offer themselves for this as well as for other types of 
missionary work. Those who have gone to distant lands to preach 
the unsearchable riches of Christ are doing our work and should 
have our co-operation in prayers and gifts.
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THE PRICE OF OUR PROFESSION
J . R. Clark

For a group of Christians to claim to be a church of Christ is more 
exacting than some may think. Those who insist they are simple 
New Testament Christians, and thereby subscribe to all of the teach
ing of God’s word, should be the best p eop le  on earth! Such a stand, 
consistently held, will work marvelous transformations in the 
lives of men. The same is true of those who would band together 
as a pure New Testament church of Christ. Are we w illing to pay 
the price o f such a profession?

To be a New Testament church we should be identified by the 
names applied to the church in the New Testament. The mem
bers thereof should be inducted into the church as in apostolic 
times, by faith in Christ, expressed in repentance, confession and 
baptism. Elders (where qualified) should be appointed to have 
the spiritual oversight, and deacons to serve the temporal needs. 
The worship should consist of singing, praying, teaching, fellowship, 
and celebration of the Lord’s Supper each Lord’s day. Work and 
missions should be done directly through the church without extra 
organizations unauthorized by the New Testament. This is the an
swer usually given to those who require proof that we are primitive.

This is excellent as far as it goes, but suppose the elders do not 
look after the flock; suppose the deacons do not serve; suppose our 
worship is an empty formality; suppose we oppose work done through 
unscriptural organizations and do not do it at all; suppose we at
tach the right name to those who do not live up to the ideals of the 
New Testament church. In other words, to be a genuine New Testa
ment church is not realized by constructing an empty skeleton on 
the pattern found in the New Testament. To really be the church 
of Christ means that this frame-work must be filled with spiritual 
life and power even as was the early church.

With the frame-work of the church of Christ set forth above 
duly honored and in mind, let us proceed to point out what it 
really means in its deeper significance to be a member of the church.

First, such a group must of necessity be called out o f the w orld, 
for the word “church” means “called out.” For those who make 
such a claim to be saturated with worldliness and to run here and 
there to appease the flesh, disqualifies them from being the true 
church of the Lord. W e must Ink: separated  lives!

To be the church of Christ carries with it the obligation of ex
alting C hrist. Such a group must be loyal to Christ above all else, 
even above being loyal to the brotherhood! Christ is the head of 
the church and the church is His body. He is her foundation, life. 
power, and hope.

A true church of Christ has liberty in Him. She is not bound 
and fossilized by human creeds written or unwritten. She has access 
to all truth and grows up day by day in Him. In this way she will 
grow more and more spiritual as she grasps a truer conception of 
the Holy Spirit. She will be open to the prophetic word and re-
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ceive blessing as the future program of God’s word unfolds.
To be a true member of this divine institution one must be mis

sionary in spirit, for the early church was the pillar and ground of 
the truth. (1 Tim. 3:15.) To be indifferent to missions at home 
and abroad is a bad sign, to say the least. Do we really wish to 
reconstruct the New Testament church today? Are we w illing to 
pay the price?

The church at Ephesus was at one time in danger of losing her 
candlestick which was equal to losing her charter, so to speak, her 
very identity as a church. How serious! She could not then be a 
real church of Christ, for she would no longer be recognized as such 
by the Lord. In Revelation 2:4 we learn what was wrong. She had  
left her first love. A church whose good works are not prompted 
by a tender love for the Master and for one another is not truly 
of Christ. Evidently some think love can be thrown out at the least 
provocation! Beware, or you will betray where you stand!

Thus a true New Testament church must be pure in her separa
tion from sin and the world, loyal to Christ, open to the whole counsel 
of God, missionary minded, and mellowed by a tender love for 
the Master, for brethren, and even for the lost world. May the Lord 
help us to be the church of Christ in reality as well as in name!

THE CHURCH INCOMPARABLE
Occasionally one hears a Christian extolling the superior ad

vantages of lodges and fraternities as compared with the church of 
God. The point usually is that the church is very well in its place, 
but that the secret societies surpass it in the matter of earthly bene
fits at least; and—it is not always expressed, but the conviction abides 
with some that even for eternal salvation the lodge is about as good 
as the church. Now there are two great considerations why a 
Christian should never be guilty of such talk. First, the simple fact 
that Jesus Christ originated and built the church: “Upon this rock 
I will build my church.” It surely is not complimentary to the Lord’s 
infinite wisdom and power to claim for an institution originated and 
designed by men an equal rank and place. But to this fact must be 
added the even graver consideration that the church is purchased 
with His blood. (Acts 20:28.) It was only at the expense of Christ’s 
life that the existence of the church became possible. To rate and 
rank a human fraternity with this dearly bought assembly of the 
Lord is to disregard the value and virtue of Christ’s blood, and verges 
near that unpardonable apostasy that “counted the blood of the 
covenant an unholy thing.” There are other reasons—that the 
church is Christ’s body, identified with Him who is the Head, flesh 
of His flesh, bone of His bone (Eph. 5:22-32)'; that the church is a 
habitation of God, a holy temple indwelt by the Holy Spirit (1 
Cor. 3:16; Eph. 2:20-22).—R. Η. B.
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THE ART OF USING TIME
Time, like space, is difficult to define. We have a general idea 

of it, but to formulate a satisfactory definition is not easy. One of 
the big dictionaries fills nearly three columns trying to tell us what 
time really is. It begins by saying that time is “the fact of contin
uous or successive existence; a portion of duration.” All of which 
sounds rather vague and abstract. It is a good thing that we have 
sunrises and sunsets; also that we possess watches and clocks. They 
help us wonderfully, not only to conceive of time passing continu
ously, but they also enable us to divide time into sections such as 
minutes, hours and days; then into weeks, months and years.

Time suggests limitation. Eternity is limitless, but time is 
limited; we cannot stretch it beyond its definite periods. W e can
not make a minute last seventy seconds, no matter how much we may 
desire to do so. We cannot lengthen a day so that it transcends the 
twenty-four hour limit. There is the familiar story that Queen Eliza
beth, on her deathbed, prayed for just another moment of time.

A human life is quite limited. The average is somewhere around 
forty years. That seems terribly brief when compared with the 
limitless ages that have gone by and the limitless ages of the future. 
A man’s life has well been described as “a moment parted from 
eternity.” At the best, we have but a short time to live on this 
earth; just a few years in which to learn, to increase our knowledge 
and to acquire an education; just a few years in which to establish a 
reputation for truth and fair dealing; just a few years in which to 
build up a character that is beautiful and strong; just a few years 
in which to think clean thoughts and speak kindly words and do 
generous, helpful deeds.

It follows logically that we should not waste time. There are 
prodigal sons who fritter away, not money, but the hours, foolishly 
and uselessly. A good deal of talking in which people indulge in
volves wasted time, particularly the sort of gossip that has bitter
ness in it, that poisons reputations and spoils human lives.

Much time is wasted in reading injudiciously. An appalling 
amount of cheap, superficial literature is produced these days. Some 
of it is positively vile, calculated to corrupt the very springs of life. 
There are persons whose reading is confined almost exclusively to 
popular magazine products, especially fiction. That is like trying 
to live on soup, while letting the nutritious salads and the roast beef 
go by untouched. Why should we read any article or pamphlet or 
book unless we are persuaded that it will be helpful to us?

Seneca, the old Roman philosopher, said that “our aim should 
be, not so much to live long, as to live well.” It is remarkable how 
much may be accomplished, in a brief time, by devoted living. 
Raphael died at the age of thirty-seven, but he left an immortal name 
in the realm of art. Mozart, master musician, lived to be only 
thirty-six. Doubtless none of us are gifted with the genius of these 
men. But the humblest Christian among us can crowd many deeds 
of goodness into every day.—From Truth Advance.
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PORTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Tona Covey

As far back as 1918, or possibly before, the Portland Ave. Con
gregation, Louisville, seeing the spiritual peril of sending their boys 
and girls to the state schools for education, began to talk of starting 
a school of their own in which Christian teachers would be the in
structors and the Bible be a required subject of study. Realizing that 
there would be quite a financial obligation to such an undertaking 
they hesitated till 1924, at which time the Portland Christian School 
was started. The chief goal was to provide Christian education for 
our own boys and girls. The school was financed from the first by 
funds from the local congregation. No funds were solicited from 
others. But some unsolicited gifts came in from as far away as 
California, yea from Honolulu. But these were only a fractional part 
of the actual expense of the school.

But the school had not been in existence long till some from 
other places, other states and Canada, began attending. None of 
the students from home or abroad were ever charged any tuition. 
Those from abroad were given free rooms in the church-owned 
dormitory. Beginning next term of school this fall a charge of St 
per week for each roomer in the Dormitory will be made, with the 
privilege of working it out at 50¢ per hour.

But for several years the applications for enrollment in the 
school have exceeded its capacity. Its field has already passed beyond 
our membership group. Homes of several religious beliefs (including 
a few Roman Catholics) and of no religious connections, have been 
attending. Religious connections of applicants are not considered. 
If there is room they are accepted.

If we had more class rooms and better equipment we could be 
helping many others who are seeking admission to the school. Our 
eight teachers can manage a larger enrollment than we have been 
having. So we have decided to enlarge the work, not to accommo
date our children — we can do that without enlarging — but to help 
the children of those beyond our membership circle. This seems to 
be a bigger work than the local congregation can carry on by itself.

Several months ago the Alumni Association of our high school 
graduates asked for permission to solicit funds from brethren in 
other parts of the country to help enlarge the work to accommodate 
boys and girls from other places. They duly organized a committee 
and were authorized by the eldership to solicit funds for an enlarged 
work. Perhaps you have received some of the literature this com
mittee has been distributing.

The gifts received from others will be used to help us help 
pupils from other places, other states, get the blessings of a Christian 
education which we have found to be so valuable to our own chil
dren. The funds will be used to provide a much needed building 
and equipment for a more efficient work. Thanks for your fellow
ship so far in this matter.
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THOUGHTS WORTH WHILE
D. H. F.

GOD KNOWS
A man’s attention was attracted by the remarks of a little girl 

in front of a fruit store: “I wish I had an orange for Mother!”
The man saw that the children, though poorly dressed, were 

neat and clean, and, calling them into the store, he loaded them 
with fruit and candies.

‘‘What’s your name?” asked one of the girls.
“Why do you want to know?” said the man.
“I want to pray for you,” was the reply.
The man turned to leave, scarcely daring to speak, when the 

little one added: “Well, it doesn’t matter, I suppose. God will know 
you, anyhow.”—Unknown.

HATH GOD SAID?
Dr. Russell Conwell one night at a prayer meeting asked if 

there were any tithers present who had tithed through a series of 
years. Seven people stood up. He asked for a testimony from each 
one in emphasis of the fact of God’s faithfulness in blessing them. 
Six gave radiant testimonies of blessings received. The seventh was 
a frail, gray-haired woman who spoke with much reluctance: “I wish
1 could bear such testimony, but I cannot. I have skimped and 
saved and denied myself through the years to keep a vow made to 
tithe my income. But now I am old, and I am losing my position. 
I have no means of support. I do not know what I shall do.” She 
sat down and the meeting was closed in the midst of a profound and 
distressing chill. Next day Dr. Conwell was invited to dine with 
Mr. John Wanamaker. At the table Mr. Wanamaker said: “I think 
you will be interested to know we are about to inaugurate a pension 
system for our employees. The plan has been worked out, and we 
are to issue our first life pension today to a woman who has served 
us for twenty-five years.” He mentioned her name, and it was that 
of the woman who had given the pessimistic testimony the night be
fore.— H erald  o f Holiness.

HELP FROM ABOVE
In a large metropolitan hospital there is a surgeon who insists 

upon having a moment alone before entering the operating room. 
Because of his great skill many of the younger doctors wondered if 
there might be a relation between his success and this unusual habit. 
When one of the internes put the question to the surgeon, he an
swered, “Yes there is a relationship, a very close one. Before each 
operation I ask the great Surgeon to be with me, to guide my hands in 
their work. There have been times when I didn’t know what to do 
next, and then came the power to go on—power which I know comes 
from God. I would not think of performing an operation without 
asking God’s help.”—Earl S. Scott.
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WANDERED INTO TH E DEVIL’S TH ICK ET
The old shepherd who offered prayer in a Welsh revival meeting 

put it exactly right when he lamented his backsliding in these 
words: “Lord, I got among the thorns and briars, and was scratched 
and torn and bleeding; but, Lord, it is only fair to say that it was not 
on Thy ground: I had wandered out of Thy pasture.” And there 
are many others whose scars were obtained in the devil’s thicket out
side the field where duty called them.—The Sermonizer.

GOOD THEOLOGY
A speaker recalled a story of Spurgeon’s concerning a class of 

boys who were having a Scripture lesson on Daniel. One of the boys 
was asked to read some verses aloud, and presently he came to verse 
3 in chapter 6, which reads, “. . . because an excellent spirit was 
in him,” but by mistake the boy rendered it, “. . . because an ex
cellent spine was in him.” It was undoubtedly bad reading, but it 
was excellent theology, for Daniel was a man of real backbone- 
strong, courageous.— M oody M onthly.

POWER OF TH E SCRIPTURES
A few years ago a friend of the writer’s attended a meeting in a 

Gospel mission on Sunday night. The leader asked a gentleman 
named Dr. Saul to read the Scripture and give a message as the 
Spirit might direct. Dr. Saul quietly arose, and in a rich, mellow 
voice read the story of the prodigal son in Luke 15. He made no 
comment whatever, but put the whole force of his eloquence into the 
reading. With insight into the love of the Father’s heart, he read 
with such power and pathos that many were melted to tears.

—T h e Illustrator.

TH E TONGUE
A biblical writer said, “The tongue can no man tame.” A Greek 

philosopher asked his servant to provide the best dish possible. The 
servant prepared a dish of tongue, saying, “It is the best of all dishes, 
because with it we may bless and communicate happiness, dispel 
sorrow, remove despair, cheer the faint-hearted, inspire the discour
aged, and say a hundred other things to uplift mankind.” Later 
the philosopher asked his servant to provide the worst dish of which 
he could think. A dish of tongue appeared on the table. The 
servant said, “It is the worst, because with it we may curse and 
break human hearts; destroy reputations; promote discord and strife; 
set families, communities, and nations at war with each other.” He 
was a wise servant. Solomon said, “Whoso keepeth his tongue, 
keepeth his soul from trouble.”—J. W. Brougher.

GIVING AND PROSPERITY
A Christian farmer who was a very generous giver was asked by 

his friends how it was that he gave so much and yet remained so pros
perous. The farmer answered, “That is very easy to explain. You 
see, I keep shoveling in to God’s bin and God keeps shoveling more 
and more into mine and God has the bigger shovel.”—Lockycr.

208



“FAITH OF OUR FATH ERS”
E. L. J .

(M o re  in te re s t in g  le t t e r s  an d  e x tr a c ts  fro m  ou r files and  s c ra p 
books.— E . L. J .)

J .  N. A R M S T R O N G ’S  R U L E
In Firm Foundation , January 17, 1939, Brother Armstrong said 

the following:
“My critics, who know anything about me, have never questioned 

my position. What some do not like about me is that I do not join 
them in their condemnation of all premillennial brethren. I think 
those in the church who are true to the conditions of salvation are 
worthy of our fellowship. This is my rule: What the Lord has made 
a condition of salvation I will make a test of fellowship. There is no 
congregation in the world in which all of its members see matters 
of opinion alike. We need to ‘forbear one another in love, giving 
diligence to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace’ (Eph. 
4:3), ‘Until we all attain unto the unity of the faith’ (Eph. 4:13).”

C. B . C L IF T O N
O n e-tim e  E d ito r  o f  “ C h ristia n  T r ib u n e ”

“We can and should discuss such matters [prophecy] in the 
spirit of Christ and as brethren., without the use of abuse or invec
tive. . . .  I see no reason why we should not love and trust one an
other as brethren even though we may not see everything just ex
actly alike.”—Detroit, Dec. 18, 1940.

Ο. P . S P I E G E L ’S  L E T T E R
H e re m e m b e rs  L ip sco m b , S ew ell, F . D. S ry g le y , and  D r. B r e n ts

“This I know, that Brother David Lipscomb, E. G. Sewell, F. D. 
Srygley, and our ministers too numerous to mention, regarded old 
Dr. T . W. Brents as one of our greatest preachers, and his Gospel 
Plan of Salvation as one of the deepest and best books of a gener
ation.

“Well, now, in that book fin his volume of “Gospel Sermons,” 
rather] he has a sermon on the Millennium. I revamped that sermon 
and preached it all over the United States, Canada, and Old Mexico— 
in every State but four—and no one ever did come tearing me to 
pieces because I was a ‘premillennialist.’ ”—Jan. 4, 1936.

G E O R G E  W . K N E P P E R ’S  L E T T E R  
M ake Room  f o r  C ris is

“Evolution and Modernism go hand in hand. Both are an 
‘unfolding.’ Neither makes room for ‘crises,’ and that is where they 
fail. Life is not a mere unfolding. It goes from crisis to crisis.

“The early volumes of Millennial Harbinger are fu ll of prophecy. 
The very name is prophetic, ‘Millennial.’ Campbell’s motto at its 
head was Rev. 14:0. I can only account for the silence of our peo
ple on the Second Coming, and on the Life in the Spirit, by the 
fact that ‘Millerism’ was running wild here in Ohio. Dates were set
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and extravagant language and actions were attributed to the Spirit. 
Now, our folks were sane and hardheaded folks, and doubtless began 
softening their emphasis on these doctrines so as not to be identified 
with such distorted notions.”—Geo. W. Knepper.

O N E  E D IT O R ’S  S A D  M IS T A T E M E N T  
H e W a s  R e b u k ed  b y  a  T ru s tin g  F r ie n d  

“I feel that the only safe thing for any of us to do is to let the 
book of Revelation, entirely alone . . .

“I sometimes wish that some Bible House would get up a Bible 
or a New Testament and leave the Book of Revelation off. We don’t 
need it at all. Why should we waste time on such uncertain and 
unnecessary matters? . . .  By confining ourselves to what is written, 
and limiting ourselves to what God has spoken, I know we are on 
infallibly safe ground. . . .

“Read Revelation if you want to, just for diversion, but don’t 
try to read it with the thought you can ever understand it. The book 
of Revelation is to the Christian what the prophecies of old were to 
the Jews—still future; and we will never understand that book until 
we stand in the new Jerusalem where all mysteries will be made 
plain.”—Christian L eader, 1933.

No weaker words of warning ever fell from the lips of a Christ- 
tian, or from the pen of a disciple publisher, than those above; yet, 
that utterance was only a little more flagrant than many others in that 
day. There were others who might have said the same if they had 
been as honest or as blunt as he. It was but the final fruit and up- 
shoot of the effort then raging to discount, if not to destroy, the last 
book of the Bible. Others were more cautious or more cunning, but 
what they said was enough to discourage any real study of that 
blessed book. And all in order—think of it—to break the simple, 
grammatical sense of chapter 20!

The editor quoted above is gone now, and we can only wish to 
think that he said what he said in ignorance of its awful import, 
not really knowing what he did. This was afterward rebuked by 
a writer in the G ospel Advocate, and a lame apology followed on July 
11, 1933, in reply to that protest; but there was no retraction.

It is well that we should set by the side of this sorry human 
warning the divine blessing of Rev. 1:3. Let it be memorized early 
in life, to guard against a like mistake:

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of the 
prophecy, and keep the things that are written therein.”

Yes, the “old serpent” hates the book of Revelation in general, 
and chapter 20 in particular. And no wonder! For in that chapter 
he comes to the evil end of his bad career. It suits him well when 
Christian publishers can be led (or misled) to hint that the Reve
lation is not among the “things written,” nor any part of that which 
“God has spoken.”—E. L. J .

D A V ID  L IP S C O M B  
T e a c h  A ll T e s tim o n ie s  and  M otiv es 

It does not follow by any means that, because it is not necessary
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to understand all testimonies and motives in order to render the 
obedience acceptable, it is not necessary for those who understand it 
to teach all. To understand the evidence and know the motives is to 
strengthen the faith and increase the zeal; but it is not necessary that 
the faith should be perfect or the zeal at its highest possible pitch 
in order to begin the service. As we learn more and more, it 
should be presented because some persons will be moved by one class 
and others by another. Hence, if only one class of testimony or 
motives is presented, some honest heart will fail to be reached by 
testimonies or motives that would move it. It is the duty of the 
preacher or teacher to teach the whole will of God, because a full 
knowledge would be helpful to all.—David Lipscomb, Salvation from  
Sin, p. 231.

ONE CAUSE OF COLDNESS
Writing in the N ew York Indepen den t in 1850, Dr. Gill testifies 

that the churches of the e ig h teen th  century had a name to live and 
were dead: “a sleepy frame of spirit,” he says, “having seized upon
us, both ministers and churches are asleep.” Bengel also called it “a 
poor, frigid, slumbering age, that needed an Awakener.” Such was 
the complaint, both in England and on the Continent. And there 
was a cause for this coldness. Whitby had lived and written, and his 
“New Hypothesis,” by which the Second Advent is necessarily post
poned a thousand years, had stifled the warning note, ‘Behold I come 
quickly.’ That “belief in the speedy advent of the Savior and 
habitual contemplation of the last things, which adds weight and 
impressiveness to the ordinary preaching of the gospel, giving it 
earnestness, fervor and solemnity not often attained,” was now 
getting unpopular; and, as in the fourth century, truth measurable 
dimmed before wide-spread error, and with the decay of the pre- 
millennial hope, spiritual life, too, died away.

Still, the early divines of New England did not endorse the Whit- 
byan view of Christ’s reign on earth. “The sentiments we oppose,” 
observes Spalding, “did not generally prevail, especially among the 
common people, till the present century. Even as late as the great 
earthquake, 1755, many Christians were looking, not for the modern 
Millennium, but for the coming of Christ. No doctrine can be more 
indisputably proved to have been the doctrines of the primitive church 
than those we call Millenarian; and, beyond all dispute, the same were 
favorite doctrines with the Fathers of New England. With the words 
of one of them writing upon this subject, we shall conclude our 
observations: ‘They are not new, but old; they may be new to some
men, but I cannot say it is their honor’.”

F R O M  W . H U M E  M cH E N R Y
The Change to Adventism

McHenry, a student of David Lipscomb College in earlier days, 
a southern man by birth, education and experience, was in Louis
ville over one weekend before going to India in 1914. The change 
to Adventism came after they had some contact with Adventists, or 
their literature, or both, in India about 1919. McHenry says that
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Brother Boll’s teaching did not contribute to the change that he and 
S. O. Martin made, and that he differs radically from Boll. Here is 
his letter, written from Dallas, Texas, June 6, 1932:

“No there is absolutely nothing in the teaching of Bro. Boll 
or any college that contributed to our becoming Adventists. Unless 
he has changed his teaching on the Millennium, there is nothing 
in common with him and the Adventists on the subject, even though
th e ---------might think so. Boll’s teachings here will not stand the
searchlight of God’s word.’’

S. O. Martin came from south of Louisville, somewhere near 
Bowling Green; attended school down there; spent some time at 
Lexington, Ky., and a short time in Louisville. But Brother Mc
Henry embraced Adventism before he did, and later Brother Martin 
yielded.

M IS S IO N S  A N D  T H E  M IL L E N N IA L  H O P E  
Letter from the Secretary of China Inland Mission 

(M a rc h  2 1 , 1 9 3 6 )

“In our Mission of nearly 1400 missionaries we do not know of 
one worker who is not pre-millennial. Indeed this truth was one of 
the great incentives that led our founder, J . Hudson Taylor, to 
found the Mission, and he has ranked high in the missionary world. 
So far as we are aware, every one of the founders and leaders, as well 
as most if not all the workers in the faith missions that send workers 
to the various mission fields of the world, are pre-millennial. To say 
that this faith ‘cuts the nerve of missionary endeavor’ is entirely 
incorrect and there is abundant proof that it is incorrect.”— Chas. H. 
Judd.

“ R U S S E L L I S M ” A N D  T H E  B I B L E  
(A  p a ra g ra p h  le f t  by B r o th e r  Ja n e s )

Any system of religion from which an enlightened man or wo
man could be led away by the Bible alone can not possibly be true. 
Let me here introduce a remarkable statement from Mr. Russell’s 
own paper.

“Not only do we see that people can not see the divine plan 
by studying the Bible by itself, but we see also that if any one lays 
the ‘Scripture Studies’ aside, even after he has used them, after he 
has read them for ten years—if he then lays them aside and ignores 
them, and goes to the Bible alone, though he has understood his 
Bible for ten years, our experience shows that within two years he 
goes into darkness.”—Watch Tow er.

Mr. Russell himself declares that experience shows that a man 
who has understood the Bible goes into darkness within two years 
when he ignores Russell’s books and reads the Bible alone, and 
this too after the man has understood his Bible for ten years? That 
is to say, what Russell regards as the truth, the light (his own sys
tem, Russellism), is such that a man would not continue in it two 
full years if he were to lay aside the Russell books and go to the 
fountain of religious teaching which the infinite God, by the pens 
of inspired men, has given!
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