
THE WORD AND WORK
V o lu m e X L I I ,  N o v em b er, 1 9 4 8 )

A Very Old Prayer
Oh, that mine eyes might closed be 
To what concerns me not to see;
That deafness might possess mine ear 
T o  what concerns me not to hear;
That truth my tongue might always tie 
From ever speaking falsely;
That no vain thought might ever rest 
Or be conceived within my breast;
That by each deed and word and thought 
Glory may to my God be brought.
But what are wishes? Lord mine eye 
On Thee is fixed, to Thee I cry;
Wash, Lord, and purify my heart,
And make it clean in every part;
And when ' tis clean, Lord, keep it too,
For that is more than I can do.

—Thomas Elmwood, 1639.

WORDS IN SEASON
R. Η. B.

WORKING AND WAITING
The question is often asked whether the faithful performance 

of duty is not sufficient preparation for the Lord’s return. If it were, 
the Lord would certainly have said so, and would not have 
burdened the pages of LI is word with the frequent and in
sistent teaching of His coming, and the emphatic, oft-reiter
ated command to wait for Him, to look fom Him, to watch for 
Him. This is not simply an incidental matter; it is a specific part 
of the Christian faith. The Thessalonians, for example, as Paul re
ports, “‘turned unto God from idols, to serve a living and true God.” 
That, however, was not all 0Γ their religion, for another item follows, 
joined to the foregoing by “‘and”—'“and  to wait for his Son from hea
ven. whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivereth us 
from the wrath to come.” (1 Thess. 1:9, 10.) So likewise, in sum
ming up the Christian religion in his Epistle to Titus, Paul says; 
“For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 
instructing us. to the intent that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly and righteously and godly in this present 
world; looking  fo r  the blessed hope and appearing o f the glory o f the 
great G od and our Savior Jesus Christ.” (Tit. 2:11-13.) Shall we 
now, just because our Lord has tarried so long, relinquish this im
portant feature of “the faith which was once for all delivered unto
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the saints?" Or shall we, as the tendency seems to be, nullify this 
doctrine with specious reasonings and “explanations,” so as to make 
it virtually come to nothing?
NOT IDLE EXPECTATION

The objector always loves to caricature the truth. He draws the 
picture of Christians standing on stumps, roofs, or hilltops, gazing up 
to heaven in expectation of the Lord’s coming, and not doing the 
Lord’s work the meanwhile. Let us not be deceived. The first Chris
tians expected the Lord very intensely, and they also worked harder 
than we do. Their expectation was the spring of their earnest ac
tivity. The true faith in Christ’s coming spurs to enthusiastic effort. 
It is not like standing on the depot platform to wait for the incom
ing train; for the Lord has not told us when he is due. We have an 
indefinite time before us and the instructions, “Occupy till I come”; 
with the warning also, “Rehold, I come quickly”; “Blessed is he 
that watcheth and keepeth his garments.” But if we look forward 
to the Lord’s coming, and conduct our daily life and do our work 
with constant reference to Christ’s imminent return — this, is waiting 
for Christ; this is God’s will; this the true Christian life.
ERROR’S OPPORTUNITY

'When Christians neglect any part of the truth, Satan is quick 
to take advantage of the fact. The omission of a truth leaves an 
opening for corresponding error. The minds and hearts awakened 
on the subject of Christ’s coming have need of true and strong teach
ing on the subject. Thus failing, Satan will supply the longing of 
these souls with spurious and counterfeit doctrines. Some of the 
false teachings on these points could never have got such scope and 
ascendency if the truth had been boldly, faithfully, and unbiasedly 
taught. In this, as in every other matter of faith, the whole counsel 
of God is needed, and a close adherence to the word will lead no 
man astray.
W ILL CHRIST COME IN OUR DAY

It is self-evidently true that there is more reason for expecting 
the Lord’s coming in our day than ever before. If it was worth the 
while to wait and look for our Lord in Paul’s day, it is yet more so 
now. If he might have come then, he certainly may come now, and 
it is much more likely because of the time that has elapsed. It is 
notable that within the last seventy-five years such a stir has been 
raised on this topic as has never, since the days of the apostles, been 
known. Let us not be backward in this mater. Let us not say with 
the unfaithful servant, “My Lord delayeth his coming.” Let us steer 
clear of the theories and misconceptions that put the Lord’s coming 
in the far, dim future — lest coming suddenly he find us sleeping. 
Let us take the Word at what it says and set about a life of waiting, 
and working while we wait, in the blessed hope of Christ’s imminent 
return. A life imbued with that faith and hope will be pure, self- 
sacrificing, unworldly, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
Then, whether Christ comes today, this year, or in our lifetime, or 
not, we shall be ready indeed. Let us count daily on his. return.
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A vivid story of the recent

FORT LAUDERDALE TORNADO
Brady Green

This tornado has taught us several things. For one thing I ’m 
convinced that there is no such thing as a house a tornado won't de
stroy if it hits it just right. If I had it to do over. I ’d build of con
crete and steel solid. I  have solid poured concrete and steel walls, 
and the top would also be poured concrete, reinforced with steel rods. 
And if I learned that another hurricane had hatched up down south 
of Cuba and was headed at us, I’d run off upstate, and come back 
when it passed, to see if the house was still standing.

We missed a good chance of getting hurt in this tornado. We 
had a hurricane about two weeks before, and we still had our “bar
ricade” up, so we felt more or less secure. It had been raining a lot 
that day, so we laid in some extra food, and I took a tarpaulin 
and tied it securely on the car. Night closed in, and the wind was 
steadily rising, and the wife and I were just resting. I had lain down 
on the studio couch, and the wife was on the bed. Outside the wind 
kept up its continual whistle. Then off in the distance we heard 
the sound of an approaching train—we thought. I remarked, “I 
hear a train.” Then momentarily I forgot it. All of a sudden the 
wind increased to an alarming speed; our cars began to “load up” 
like they do when in an airplane, and I sensed we were in for trouble. 
I jumped up and tried to close the ventilator in the top of the trailer. 
It was too late to close the ventilator, but fortunately I jumped. 
Just at that moment a 2 x 4 and a 1 x 4 came through the walls just 
like arrows, barely missing me. A 2 x fi crashed into the end of the 
trailer just over the wife’s head. There was a wild crash and a roar 
outside as the top went off both porches, and the world went “mad” 
it seemed. The trailer was shuddering like some strange vehicle 
traveling at an awful speed. My wife looked out the window and 
said: “The car is gone.” Sure enough it was blown away. I could 
hardly believe my eyes. The wife began to cry and said, “We had 
better get out of here; we are going to be killed.” I said, “You had 
better stay where you are; if you get out, you will be killed.” I tried 
to quiet her by telling her, “we are not hurt. And I think the worst 
is over.” So we huddled between the cabinets of the trailer until 
the lull came. Then I went out to see what had happened.

It was rather hard to believe what I saw. My neighbor’s (Mr. 
Vickers’) house was gone. (They lived back of us.) To my right 
Mr. Stan’s house trailer was gone, and there were three houses 
right near us also gone. To my left another house was gone. On 
down the street about all the houses were gone. I looked at the 
light pole and noted it too was a wreck, and wires were strung about. 
A short distance out in the field I saw a car still on its wheels, but 
the lid was blown just as high as it could go. I ran out and let it 
down. I looked towards Mansfields, and their house was still stand
in g —I saw a flash of light. So I reasoned just one more "puff” like
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the one passed, and we too would be gone. I did not know it was a 
tornado, I thought it was the hurricane. So I decided to try making 
a run for this house, hoping that another gust of wind would not 
blow us away and that we would not be killed by flying debris.

I went back to the trailer and got my little scared wife, and closed; 
the trailer, and we set out in water about knee deep. Ids tough 
trying to run in water. I almost dragged her in my haste to get to 
this house in time. I told her if it started up again, all we could do 
would be to fall flat and try to keep our heads above water. The 
wife was just about ready to drop from exhaustion and fright by the 
time we reached Mansfield’s. Inside we found the roofing was also, 
off this house, and the rain was coming down on us. Three other 
families were there. What I wanted to do was for the three of us 
men to go back and see if we could find any trace of the Vickers; I 
knew in reason they were in their house when it went. We saw a 
light there just a short time before the tornado struck. But I couldn't 
interest the other men, and the wife was against it too. I later 
learned my deductions were exactly correct. They were both blown 
away, but as if by a miracle, they escaped with their lives, although 
they both got hurt. Mr. Vickers landed just near my house while 
his wife sailed on across the road. We stayed in the Mansfield’s 
house until the police and rescue squads rescued us and carried us 
to the American Legion hall where we spent the rest of the night. 
The night was tough. There was the choking sensation of knowing 
your neighbor is probably lying out there in the debris of his house 
dying and you couldn’t do anything for him. It was tough, but God 
was good to us. No life was lost. We can’t thank God enough for 
sparing us and all our neighbors. I just had to read to the church 
Paul’s experience in an awful storm.

DETERIORATION

“The growing popularity of this church” (says a certain writer) 
" and its advance in social status, have attached to its communion 
many to whom a deep spirituality is distasteful.” What church 
this was, or who said this, does not matter. But this is the funeral 
sermon for many churches in many places. There is 1, Growing 
Popularity. 2, Advance in Social Status. 3, An influx of people to 
whom deep spirituality is distasteful. So what? The rest is easy to. 
guess. The Popularity must be fostered. The Social Status must 
of course be maintained. Nothing that would offend the taste and 
conventionalities can be permitted. The pride of life must be ex- 
alted into a virtue. The great unspiritual constituency must be 
pleased. Naturally it will be “like people, like priest.” They will 
not fail to heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts, for 
where the demand is there will be supply. And, conversely, it will 
be “like priest, like people also.” And over it all the sentence of 
Christ: “I will spew thee out of my mouth.” It would be easy to 
find a thousand examples of such failures.—R. H, Roll,
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NEW S AND NOTES
B o rd e n , I n d . : “ O cto b e r  2 4

b ro u g h t to  a close  th e  sp ecia l m e e t
in g  a t  th e  “ M iss io n ” a t  1 1 1 3  W . 
A d m ira l S t r e e t ,  T u lsa , O klahom a. 
T h is  l i t t le  g rou p  o f fa i th fu l  sou ls 
h as been  banded to g e th e r  u n d er 
th e  s tro n g  lea d ersh ip  o f B r o th e r  
L e ro y  Y o w ell and  h is fa th e r . T h e y 
a re  fe w , b u t  s tro n g  as  th e  L o rd  
co u n ts  s tre n g th . T h e se  fine p eop le  
g iv e a te n th  o f  a ll re ce iv e d  fo r  
fo re ig n  m is s io n s ; b esid es  th e y  a re  
e s ta b lish ed  in ‘ev ery  good w ork and 
w o rd .’ I t  w as in s p ir in g  to  ass c :- 
a te  w ith  th is  fa i th fu l  flo ck .”— F . S . 
S p au ld in g .

R e fe r r in g  to  th e  ab ov e m e e tin g  
a t  T u lsa , B r o th e r  L e r oy Y ow ell 
s a y s , “ W e had a good  m e e tin g  w ith  
o n e  re s to r e d . T h e  l i t t le  ch u rch  
w as s tre n g th e n e d  m u ch and  I b e 
lie v e  w e w ill see  f r u i t  fro m  th e  
m e e tin g  la te r  fro m  th e  o u ts id e .”

L o u isv ille , K y .:  “ I ju s t  re tu rn e d
fro m  a p le a sa n t tw elve days w ith  
th e  C a r te r -S e l ls  ch u rch  n e a r  J o h n 
son  C ity , T e n n e s se e , w h ere  we had 
a  good re v iv a l, w ith  s ev e ra l com in g  
fo rw a rd  to  re d e d ica te  th e ir  liv es  
and  to  c o n fe ss  s in s ; one p rec io u s  
sou l re tu rn e d  to  C h ris t and  w as 
b a p tiz e d . T h e  L o c u st S t r e e t  ch u rch  
a t  Jo h n s o n  C ity  w as re p r e s e n te d 
e a ch  n ig h t ; b e sid e s  I  sp oke fo r  
th e m  tw ice  on each  o f th e  tw o S u n 
d ays (B r o th e r  R . B . B o y d , th e  lo 
c a l  m in is te r , h as  a rra n g e d  S u n d a y 
m e e tin g s  so as to  serv e  b o th  c o n 
g r e g a t io n s ) . I  e n jo y ed m y sta y  
in  th e  hom e o f B r o th e r  and S is te r 
B o y d , as w ell as th e  sw eet f e llow - 
sh ip  o f th e se  c o n g re g a tio n s . T h e  
tw o  ch u rch e s  sp eak  w ell f o r th e  
m in is try  o f  B r o th e r  B o y d .” — J .  R . 
C la rk . 

L o u isv ille  K y . :  “ T h e re  w ere
s ev e n  b a p tiz e d  upon c o n fe ss io n  o f 
fa i th  in th e  E a s t  Je f fe r s o n  m e e tin g  
w ith  O re ll O v erm an  as e v a n g e lis t. 
A lso  fo u r  w e re  re s to re d  and to o k  
m em b ersh ip . S in ce  th a t  tim e w e 
h av e  b a p tiz ed  tw o and had  one fo r  
re s to r a t io n  and m e m b e rsh ip .”— A. 
C lau d e R e a d e r.

Thanksgiving Meeting
T h e  jo in t  L o u isv ille  T h a n k sg iv 

in g  m e e tin g  is sch ed u led  fo r  1 0 :3 0  
T h a n k s g iv in g  m o rn in g  (N o v e m b e r 
2 5 ) ,  a t  th e  P o r tla n d  A ve. ch u rch , 
2 5 0 0  P o r tla n d . A ll co n g re g a tio n s  
In th e  a re a  a re  in v ited  to  p a r t ic i 

p a te . W illis  H . A lle n  is to  d ir e c t  
th e  sp ecia l ch o ru s th is  y e a r ;  th e re  
w ill be c o n g re g a tio n a l s in g in g  and 
a g u e s t  sp ea k er. T h e  o ffe r in g  is to  
b e  used to  help  co v e r  th e  b a la n ce  
o f  th e  c o s t o f  th e  new  school b u ild 
in g  a t  P o r tla n d . In  a ll, $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  is 
need ed  to  fin ish  p ay in g  b u ild in g  
c o s t and to  supply fu :n is h in g s . “ A 
sh o w er o f  2 0 0  te n  d o llar b ills  p lus 
th a t  m an y five d o llar b ills  would 
b rin g  th e  o ffe r in g  to  $ 3 ,0 0 0 ,” say s 
W ilso n  B u rk s  in “ W ord s o f  L i f e .” 
T h e  L ord  m ay lay  it  on th e  h e a rts  
o f  som e who a re  a b le  to  g iv e  s iz 
a b le  ch e ck s  to  do th is  good w ork o f 
e d u c a tin g  and  tra in in g  ch ild ren . 
T h is  is ind eed  a  g r e a t  w o rk !

Summer and Fall Revivals 
T h e gosp el te n t , p u rch ased  

jo in t ly  by sev e ra l o f  th e  L o u isv ille  
ch u rch e s , has been  used in tw o r e 
v iv als s in ce  la te  su m m er. T h e  
U tic a , In d ., c o n g re g a tio n  had a 
good tw elve d a y s’ m e e tin g , w ith N. 
W ilson  B u rk s  p re a ch in g  and J .  R . 
C la rk  aid in g . T h e  E a stv iew  ch u rch  
used th e  te n t  fo r  a S e p te m b e r  
m e e tin g  w ith  J .  R . C lark  as th e  
e v a n g e lis t.

B r o th e r  D. H . F r ie n d  ju s t  closed  
a te n  d a y s’ m e e tin g  a t  H igh V iew  
c o n g re g a tio n . H e re p o rts  sp lendid  
in te r e s t  and  a g e n e ra l sp ir itu a l up
l i f t ,  w ith  a m an  (h ea d  o f a fa m ily ) ,  
and h is w ife  c o n fe ss in g  th e  Lord  
and  b e in g  b ap tized .

B ro . R o b e r t  B . B o y d  p reach ed  
p o w e rfu lly  and e ffe c tiv e ly  w hile 
w ith  th e  W o rth in g to n  C h u rch  
n e a r  L o u isv ille . T h e  ch u rch  w as 
g r e a tly  b e n e f i t e d  by  h is  m essag es.

L o u isv ille , K y .:  “ S in ce  la s t  r e 
p o rt re g a rd in g  th e  S o u th  L o u isv ille  
C h u rch , we have e n jo y e d  a n in e  
d ay s’ m e e tin g  w ith  B r o th e r  H all C. 
C row d er as ou r e v a n g e lis t. H is 
m e ssa g e s  w ere s tro n g , con v ic tin g  
and  e ffe c tiv e . D u rin g  th is  p eriod  
s ix  p laced  m em b ersh ip  and one w as 
b a p tiz e d .”— N. W ilso n  B u rk s .

1949 Bible Conference 
“ T h e S o u th  L o u isv ille  C hurch  

p lan s to  in v ite  th e  p re a c h e rs  to  be 
o u r g u e sts  fo r  th e  1 9 4 9  B ib le  C on
fe r e n c e . I t  seem s th e  m o st s a t is 
fa c to r y  d a tes  w ill b e  A u g u st 29  —  
S e p te m b e r  2. Ministers plann:ng 
to attend please keep these dates 
open.”— N. W ilson  B u rk s .
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Look Them Over
W e have ta k e n  o v er en o u g h  o f 

S is te r  S e v e d g e ’s new  s to ck  o f  
C h ristm a s  ca rd s  to  supply h e r cu s
to m e rs , a s  she is  no lo n g e r in  th e  
m issio n a ry  office. Y o u  w ill see  a 
p ag e  ad in th is  issu e. W e  a lso  
a re  w ell su pplied  w ith  5 0 ¢ b o x es  o f 
illu s tra te d  co rre sp o n d e n ce  n o tes , 
5 ¢ book m ark s  and  1 0 ¢  s c r ip tu re  
p en cils . L ook  ov er th e  sev era l 
p a g es  o f  ads in th is  issu e o f  W ord  
and  W o rk  and  send  us y o u r C h ris t
m as g i f t  o rd er. Y o u r  ord ers, w hich 
a re  filled  a t  re g u la r  r e ta il  p ric es , 
h e lp  us to  c a rry  on w ith  office help  
and  re g u la r  p u b lica tio n s .

An Appeal
Y e s te r d a y  I re ce iv e d  w ord th a t  

B r o th e r  F la v il H all, a d ea r ly  b e lo v 
ed B r o th e r  in th e  L o rd , h as  been  
in fo rm e d  by h is p h y sic ian  th a t  he 
u n d erg o  a n o th e r  o p e ra tio n , and 
th a t  th e  d ate  has b een  s e t  fo r  O c
to b e r  2 2 . B r o th e r  H all know s 
n o th in g  o f  th is  ap p ea l on h is b e 
h a lf .  b u t I  know  he is in need  o f 
a s s is ta n c e  and  w ill g r e a tly  a p p re c i
a te  an y  help  th e  L o rd  lay s  upon 
ou r re a d e rs ’ h e a r t  to  send  him . I 
have no id ea  how  m u ch he w ill 
n eed , b u t a l i t t le  e x tr a  w ill n o t be  
m isused  by B ro . H all. L e t  m e su g 
g e s t  th a t  as m an y  as can  send  m ore 
th a n  a  d o llar do so as q u ick ly  as 
p o ssib le , and  th o se  who can  send 
b u t a d o lla r p u t i t  in an en v elop e  
and  m ail it  to  B ro  F la v il H all, P in e  
A p p le . A la b a m a , im m ed ia te ly . T h is  
w ill l i f t  a b u rd en  fro m  his h e a r t . 
— M a u rice  C ly m o re , D u g g er, Ind .

N o te : T o  th is  I  say  a  loud
“ A m e n .” — E . L . J .

N ew  O rle a n s , L a . : “ T h e  L ord
rich ly  b lessed  th e  S e v e n th  and  
C am p S tr e e ts  C h u rch  o f C h ris t 
d u rin g  th e  re v iv a l, S e p t. 2 6  - O ct. 
6. T h e  a tte n d a n c e  and  th e  in te r 
e st  w ere  good  th ro u g h o u t. B ro . 
B o ll ’s m essag es w ere  filled  w ith  
p ow er fro m  on h igh . O ne p erson  
w as b a p tiz e d ; th e  w hole ch u rch  w as 
edified.

“ B ro . Iv y  J .  I s t r e  w as w ith  us 
fo r  m ost o f  th e  m e e tin g . H is g i f t  
fo ” lo ad in g  th e  s in g in g  added m u ch  
to  th e  jo y  o f  th e  m e e tin g . O th e r  
v is it in g  p re a c h e rs  w e r e : W illis  H. 
A llen , J .  E d w a r d B o y d , G ale  P a l 
m er and  A . K . R a m sey .

“ A c it ',T w ide cen su s is to  b e  ta k 
en h e re  on O ct. 1 0 . P ro sp e c ts  lo 
ca ted  in  th e  cen su s  a re  to  b e f o l 

low ed up in  a w eek  o f  p e rso n a l 
ev an g e lism  in  N o v em b er. W e a re  
c o o p e ra tin g  in th is  en d ea v o r, a n d  
p ra y in g  th a t  th e  L o rd  use it  to  th e  
sa v in g  o f sou ls.

W e  e a rn e s t ly  b e se e ch  th e  p ra y 
e rs  o f  C h ris tia n s  ev ery w h ere  on b e 
h a lf  o f  th e  w ork h e re . P le a s e  p ra y  
sp e cia lly  f o r  the rad io  p ro g ram  
th a t  th e  L o rd  m ay co n tin u e  to  p ro 
v id e  th e  fu n d s  and  give u s th e  m es
sag e  to  sp e a k ." — R ich a rd  R a m se y .

General Delivery, Fort Lauder
dale, Florida.

Our house and trailer are both 
wrecked. . . We escaped with our 
lives. Police Rescued us. A scene 
of destruction such as I’ve never- 
been in. Community is wiped out.
Houses around us vanished--- blown
completely away. No lives lost. 
Some are hurt. This is a lake now. 
Don’t know what to do.

Brady M. Green,
T h e  ab ov e in fo rm a tio n  should 

s t ir  b re th r e n  e v ery w h ere  to  g iv e  
God p ra ise  fo r  k e e p in g  B r o th e r  
G reen  s a fe  th ro u g h  th e  r e c e n t  h u r
r ic a n e . B u t  i t  should  s t ir  us to  
com e to  th e ir  r e s c u e !

B r o th e r  G re en  has b een  d o in g  a. 
g r e a t  s a c r if ic ia l w ork  w ith  th e  
W e s t  S id e  ch u rch  o f  C h ris t, F o r t  
L a u d e rd a le , F lo r id a , f o r  th e  past, 
tw o o r  th re e  y e a rs . In  o rd er to  r e 
m ain  on th a t  field , he and  h is  w ife  
hav e lived  on th e  o u ts k ir ts  o f  P o m 
p an o , F lo r id a  (a b o u t 10 m iles  fro m  
F t .  L a u d e r d a le ) ,  in  a  t r a i le r ,  th u s  
e n a b lin g  th em  to  “ g e t  b y ” on a b o u t 
$ 1 0 0 .0 0  p er m on th  in th e se  d a y s , 
and  in a  r e s o r t  c e n te r , w h ere  $ 2 0 0  
w ould n o t  b e  too  m u ch ! T h e  h o u se  
th a t  B r o th e r  G reen  m e n tio n s  is o n e  
th a t  he has b een  b u ild in g  w ith  h is  
own h a n d s ; and  now , ev en  b e fo r e  
it  is h ard ly  co m p le ted , b o th  h o u se  
and  t r a i le r  a re  w re c k e d !

L e t  th o se  w ho re a d  th is  send  a  
c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  G re en s  and help  
th em  re p la ce  th e ir  loss. T h e  n e e d  
is g r e a t . Sen d  d ir e c t  to  B ra d y  M . 
G re en . G e n era l D e liv e ry , F o r t  L a u 
d erd a le , F lo r id a .— R o b e r t B . B o y d .

A sh o w er o f  d o llar b ills  (a n d  
m o re) fro m  ch u rch e s  and  th o s e  
who a re  a b le  w ould be in o rd e r  f o r  
B r o th e r  G re e n .— P u b .

L o u isv ille , K y .:  “ T h e  la t t e r  p a r t  
o f  A u g u st w e re tu rn e d  to  L o u is 
v ille  fro m  an  ex te n d e d  tr ip  o v er 
S o u th  L o u is ia n a , w h ere  I  h e ld  sh o rt 
s e r ie s  o f  m e e tin g s  v is ite d  1 8



p o in ts , spoke 3 9  tim e s  (o n c e  ov er 
th e  a i r ) .  P re a c h e r s  c o n ta c te d  b e 
sid es th o se  m en tio n ed  in la s t  r e p o r t  
w e re  O dis F o rd , L e e s v il le ; Iv y  J .  
I s t r e ,  J e n n in g s ;  M a u rice  L a F le u r , 
E s th e rw o o d ; H e n ry  R e id , A b b e 
v il le ;  R ich a rd  D ean  R a m se y , N ew  
O rle a n s ; C. M. S itm a n , J r . ,  N ew  
O rle a n s ; D r. J .  M . F o r c a d e , N ew  
O rle a n s ; A . K . R a m se y , A m ite . N. 
B . W rig h t  w as g e t t in g  o u t o f  th e  
s ta te  a b o u t th e  t im e  w e w ere  ap 
p ro a c h in g  h is field  o f la b o r. He 
an d  R . D. R a m se y  a lte r n a te  in 
b ro a d c a s ts  fro m  N ew  O rle a n s ; Ivy  
I s t r e  and  M a u rice  L a F le u r  do l ik e 
w ise  fro m  C row ley . A ll th e se  m en 
a r e  a c t iv e .

“ T h e  c o n g re g a tio n  a t  B a y o u  
J a q u e ,  P in e  P r a ir ie , H a y d e n ’s 
G rove a ll  h av e  new  ch ap els. L u m 
b e r  is on th e  g rou n d  f o r  one a t  
C ro w le y , a  lo t  and  $ 4 0 0  tow ard  
o n e  a t  A b b ev ille , and a b e t te r  b u ild 
in g  is  b e in g  p ray ed  fo r  a t  A le x 
a n d ria , w h ile  A m ite  is g e tt in g  b lu e 
p r in ts  fo r  a  new  s t r u c tu r e .”— S t a n -   
fo r d  C h am b ers .

Songs of Worship Mark Bohon 
Service

H a rro d sb u rg , K y .:  “ I n te r e s t  in
th e  L o rd ’s w ork co n tin u e s  to  grow  
a t  B o h o n . T h is  is ev id en ced  by th e  
f a c t  th a t  b e t te r  th a n  5 0 %  o f  th e  
e n t ir e  S u n d a y  sch o o l a tte n d s  m id 
w eek  m e e tin g s . W e a re  a t  th is  tim e  
s tu d y in g  th e  b o o k  o f  R e v e la tio n , 
th e  on ly  b ook  in th e  B ib le  p ro 
n o u n c in g  a  b le s s in g  upon th o se  who 
re a d , and  th e y  th a t  h e a r  th e  w ords 
o f  th is  p ro p h ecy .

“ On S u n d ay  n ig h t, S e p te m b e r  
2 6 ,  we had  a son g  r a lly , w h ich  w as 
e n jo y e d  b y  a ll p re se n t. T h e  Har
rodsburg Herald had  th e  fo llo w in g  
to  s a y :

“ ‘Tw o h u nd red  p erso n s g a th e re d  
la s t  S u n d ay  n ig h t a t  B o h o n  ch u rch  
o f  C h ris t fo r  son gs o f  .praise and 
th a n k s g iv in g , w ith  fo u r  L o u isv ille  
q u a r te ts  s in g in g  m an y  sp e cia l a 
c a p e lla  n u m b ers . T h e y  a cco m p a n 
ied  th e  m in is te r , D em u s F r ie n d  and 
T h o m a s  (B u d d y ) C la rk , son g  le a d 
e r  fro m  L o u isv ille .

“ ‘A d e le g a tio n  fro m  M a c k v ille ; 
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  C h ris tia n  C h u rch , 
w ho d ism issed  th e ir  ow n s e r v ic e ; a- 
lo n g  w ith  H a rro d sb u rg  p erso n s 
w ere  in th e  a u d ien ce .

“ ‘T h e  s e rv ic e  in clu d ed  s in g le  
an d  double q u a r te t  n u m b e rs , one 
b y  a  d ouble q u a r te t  o f  y o u n g  w o
m e n , in  a d d itio n  to  son g s b y  the

c o n g re g a tio n .’ ” — G. B . W h ite n a c k .
J . E . Boyd Meetings

G len m o ra , L a . ;  “ M e e tin g  a t  
M a x v ille  b eg a n  th e  n ig h t o f  A u g 
u st 2 6  and  closed  S u n d ay  a f t e r 
n oon , S e p te m b e r  5. O ne cam e fo r 
w ard  fo r  re s to r a t io n . I n te r e s t  w as 
good  th ro u g h o u t. B y  sp ecia l r e 
q u e s t som e q u estio n s  o f  p ro p h ecy  
w e re  d iscu ssed  a t  th e  W o o d sto ck  
P a rk  ch u rch  in Ja c k s o n v ille  on 
S u n d ay  n ig h ts . T h e  W o o d sto ck  
b re th r e n  helped  m u ch in th e  M a x 
v ille  m e e tin g , as th e y  have a lw ays 
done in y e a rs  p ast. B r o th e r  D an 
R ich a rd so n , who h as la b o re d  w ith  
th e  M a x v ille  ch u rch  s in ce  we 
m oved fro m  th e re  a b o u t th re e  y e a rs  
ag o , w as m y zealou s and ca p a b le  
co -w o rk e r  in th e  m eetin g .

“ D u rin g  S e p te m b e r  a f ifte e n  
d ay s’ m e e tin g  w as held  w ith  th e  
P ie d m o n t A ve. ch u rch  in G re e n 
v ille , S . C. T h is  c o n g re g a tio n , 
w hich w as fo rm ed  a b o u t a y e a r  a- 
go, is sm all in n u m b e r ; b u t th e ir  
zeal and in te r e s t  in th e  w ord o f 
th e  L ord  m ade th e  m e e tin g  a jo y 
fu l e x p e r ie n c e . T h ey  a re  g r e a tly  
e n jo y in g  th e ir  lib e r ty  in C h ris t  to  
h e a r  and  stu d y th e  w hole cou n sel 
o f  God. A t p re s e n t th e y  a re  m e e t
in g  in a sm all b u ild in g  p u t up by 
one o f  th e  b re th r e n  as a  te m p o ra ry  
a rr a n g e m e n t. L a te r  th e y  hope to  
bu ild  a ch u rch  b u ild in g  in a b e t te 1' 
lo c a t io n ; tw o la rg e  lo ts  a re  a v a il
a b le  (an d  w ill be  so in d efin ite ly ) 
fo r  th em  in a new  and  ra p id ly  
g ro w in g  re s id e n tia l s ec tio n . L e t  
us p ray  th a t  th e ir  d es ires  m ay  be 
re a liz e d  to  th e  g lo ry  o f  God. T h e y  
a re  h op in g  th a t  B r o th e r  B ra d y  
G reen  w ill soon re tu r n  fro m  F lo r 
ida to  w ork  w ith  th e m .” — J .  E d 
w ard  B o y d .

Jo h n s o n  C ity , T e n n .:  “ I  w as w ith  
th e  W o rth in g to n  (K y .)  ch u rch  O ct. 
4 - 1 7  fo r  a s e r ie s  o f  m e e tin g s , 
w h ere  R . E . D a u g h e rty  m in is ters . 
E n jo y e d  w o rk in g  w ith  th e se  b r e th 
re n  a g a in . B ro . A sa  B a b e r , m in 
is te r  o f  A n tio ch  ch u rch , n e a r  
F r a n k fo r t ,  cam e ov er tw o n ig h ts  
w ith  a b o u t 15 o f  th e  A n tio ch  b r e th 
re n . O th ers  v is ited  w ith  us fro m  
n e a r -b y  c o n g re g a tio n s . B ro . D em u s 
F r ie n d  led  th e  s in g in g  ag a in  th is  
y e a r , and did a m o st e x c e lle n t  
jo b .  H e h as th e  a b ility  to  m ake 
so n g  s e rv ic e  a d efin ite  a c t  o f  w o r
ship.

“ B ro . H e n ry  H a rd in g , o f  A p p a
la ch ia , V a .,  p re a ch e d  in Jo h n so n
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C ity  O ct. 1 0 , and B ro . J .  R . C la rk  
filled  m y a p p o in tm en ts  on O ct. 
1 7 th . B ro . C la rk  p reach ed  in a  s e 
r ie s  o f  m e e tin g s  a t  th e  M o u n ta in  
V iew  ch u rch  in  th e  C a r te r -S e ll  
ad d itio n  o f  Jo h n s o n  C ity  O ct. 1 8 th  
to  2 8 th . God b lessed  th e s e  m e e t
ings w ith  good  in te r e s t  and  a t te n d 
a n ce . A  re a l s p ir it  o f  re v iv a l w as 
m a n ife s te d  in th e  final n ig h ts  o f  
th e  m eetin g . A  to ta l  o f  12 re sp o n d 
ed to  th e  in v ita tio n  th e  la s t  4 
n ig h ts , som e f o r  re c o n s e c ra tio n , 
som e to  c o n fe ss  sin s, and  one to 
m ak e th e  good c o n fe ss io n  and be 
b ap tized  in to  C h rist. B ro . C lark  
asked  a ll who w ould to re a d  th e  
book o f  H eb rew s d u rin g  th e  c o u rse  
o f  th e  m e e tin g , and  th e re  w ere  3 7  
w ho com p leted  th e  book. B ro . C lark  
d eliv ered  p o w erfu l lesso n s, and a l 
so a ssisted  m e in p e rso n a l w ork in 
th e  co m m u n ity .” — R o b e r t  B . B oyd .

L in to n . In d ia n a : “ I  sp e n t th e
m on th  o f  S e p te m b e r  in m e e tin g s  in 
Io w a : f irs t  w ith  S u n n y  S lop e
ch u rch  in th e  so u th ern  p a r t o f  th e  
s ta te , w here th e re  w as good in te r 
e st  and  th re e  b a p tism s, th en  w ith 
th e  W e b s te r  C ity  ch u rch  in th e  
n o rth e rn  p a rt, w ith  tw o m ore b a p 
tism s. T h e re  a re  fine b re th re n  in 
b o th  o f  th e se  c h u rch es  I h id  
p le a sa n t c o n ta c t  and fe llo w sh ip  
w ith  b re th r e n  fro m  O ttu m w a, D es 
M oin es, Cam p C e n te r , L eon , and 
D av is C ity  in Iow a, and  fro m  Z ion. 
E a g le v ille , and D ow ney ch u rch es  
in M isso u ri.” — W ald o  S. H oar.

O ttu m w a, Io w a : “ R e c e n tlv  B ro .
W ald o  S. H o a r held  tw o p ro tra c te d  
m e e tin g s  in Iow a, th e firs t  a t S u n 
n y  S lo p e , sev en  m iles  n orth  o f 
P ro m ise  C ity , th e  o th e r  a t  W e b s te r  
C ity . I  a tte n d ed  on a fte rn o o n  
s erv ice  a t  S u n n y  S lop e . I t  w as 
good to  h e a r  W ald o  a g a in  in 
p re a ch in g  and  song.

“ B ro . F r e d  K irb o  o f  O klahom a 
con d u cted  a tw elv e  d ays m e e tin g  a t  
F in le y and A d ella  S tr e e ts , O ttu m 
w a , in S e p te m b e r .” — F r a n k  S . G r a 
ham .

Sellersburg Home
T h e  S e lle rs b u rg , In d ia n a , ch u rch  

h as u n selfish ly  asked  th e ir  m in is te r , 
B r o th e r  H ow ard  M arsh , to  v is it  a- 
m ong th e  c h u rch es  to  s e t th e n eeds 
o f th e  C h ild re n ’s H om e b efore  th e  
b re th re n . A rou n d  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  is n e e d 
ed to  c le a r  th e  b u ild in g  in d eb te d 
n ess , in c lu d in g  ex p e n se s  on th e  
new  h e a tin g  u n it. T h e  S e lle rs b u rg  
chu rch  is sen d in g  th e ir  m in is te r

fo r th , n o t w ith o u t e x a m p le , f o r  
th e y  p led g ed  a g i f t  o f  $ 1 ,0 0 0  plus, 
in d iv id u al g i f t s  o f  o v er $ 5 0 0  on 
th is  d eb t. I t  is th o u g h t th a t  o th e r  
co n g re g a tio n s  w ill s e t  as id e  o n e  
S u n d a y  b e fo r e  th e  f ir s t  o f  th e  y e a r  
f o r  th is  p u rp ose an d  w ill d ecid e on  
a  g o a l to  be re a c h e d  o f p e rh a p s  
$ 2 5 0  or m ore as th e  L o rd  m a y  p ro s
p e r  th em . T o  c a rry  fo r th  th is  p ro 
g ra m  c o n g re g a tio n s  a re  in v ite d  to  
h av e  th e ir  m in is te rs  e x c h a n g e  p u l
p its  w ith  B r o th e r  M arsh .

C h a tta n o o g a , T e n n .:  “ T h e  B ib le   
C o n fe r e n c e  and F e llow sh ip  M e e t-  
in g  w as a g r e a t  b less in g  to  us a ll .  
Good te a c h in g  and  good fellow ship , 
com b ined  m ade it  a  good th in g  f o r  
a ll a tte n d in g . I  th a n k  th e  L o rd  an d  
you b re th re n  fo r  th e  m ee tin g .

“ H. L. O lm stead  w as w ith  M cC al- 
lie  A v en u e ch u rch , C h a tta n o o g a , 
in a  m e e tin g  fro m  S e p te m b e r  19 to  
3 0 . T h e  p re a c h in g  w as s tr o n g , 
s c r ip tu ra l and  s p ir itu a l, an d  th e  
ch u rch  w as s tre n g th e n e d  in  fa ith ,  
in hope, an d  in love. A tte n d a n c e  
and in te r e s t  w ere  good  fro m  the; 
first to  th e  la st.

“ W ord  and W o rk  a r t ic le s  co n 
tin u e  m ost e x c e lle n t . T h e  L o rd  
b less e d ito r , p u b lish e r and  a ll  co n 
t r ib u to r s .”— E . H. H oover.

L o u isv ille , K y . :  “ T h e C am p T a y 
lo r  ch u rch  has had one b ap tism  an d  
th re e  fo r  m em b ersh ip  s in ce  la s t  r e 
p o rt. O u r S u n d ay  a tte n d a n c e  is  
g r a t ify in g . T h e  ch u rch  h as had an 
e sp ec ia lly  la rg e  g iv in g  m in is try  f o r  
v a rio u s  good w ork s. T h e  c o n g re 
g a tio n  u n an im o u sly  re q u e ste d  th a t  
J .  E . B la n s e t t  o f  D allas  re tu r n  f o r  
a n o th e r  m e e tin g  th is  y e a r . O u r  
d ate  is fro m  N ovem b er 8 - 2 1 .” — J . 
R . C lark .

R. H. Boll Bible Classes
M ond ay, T u e sd a y , W ed n esd a y  a t  

P o r tla n d , 3 :1 5  to  4 : 3 0 ;  s tu d y , T h e  
B o o k  o f  M ark . T h u rsd a y , 10 A . 
M .. H ig h land  L ib r a r y ; T y p es  and  
A n tity p e s  o f th e  Old and  N ew  T e s 
ta m e n t is th e  stu d y . F r i . ,  7 :4 5  P .M . 
P o r t la n d ; lesso n s, G r e a t  B ib le  D o c 
tr in e s . T h e se  c la sse s  a re  a p a r t  o f  
th e  C h ris tia n  T ra in in g  Sch o ol. F o r  
c la sse s  in E n g lish , T e a c h e r  T r a in 
ing , G reek , M ission s, B ib le  G eo 
g rap h y , B ib lic a l  In tro d u c tio n , S ig h t  
S in g in g , C h u rch  H isto ry , P e r s o n a l 
W o rk  see  or w rite  W in sto n  A lle n , 
2 6 0  5 M o n tg o m ery  S tr e e t ,  L o u is 
v ille . T h e  second  te rm  b e g in s  N o
v em b er 2 2 . T h e se  c la sse s  m e e t  in  
th e  ev en in g s  fro m  sev en  to  n in e ,
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w e b r in g  to  ou r re a d e rs  n o t a  r e 
p r in t  b u t a new  a r t ic le  fro m  B r o th 
e r  Jo rg e n s o n . Do n o t fa i l  to  re a d  
th is  fine , tim e ly  s ta te m e n t on “ T h e  
S c r ip tu r a l  O rd er o f  E n d -T im e  
E v e n ts .”

A Class in Revelation
B r o th e r  E . E . L y o n , m in is te r  c f  

O rm sb y  A v en u e  ch u rch , L o u isv ille , 
w ish es us to  a n n o u n c e  th a t  he is 
ta k in g  a  c la ss  th ro u g h  a stu d y  o f 
The Booh of Revelation on T h u rs 
d ay  n ig h ts , 7 :3 0 . T h is  c la s s  is 
open to  a ll.

Words of Life
F o r  “ W ord s o f  L i f e ” tu n e  in  W G  

R C , L o u isv ille , S u n d ay  m o rn in g s  a t  
7 :4 5 .  T h e  N ov em b er s p e a k e rs  a re  
as fo llo w s : fir s t  S u n d ay , H ow ard  
M a rs h ; second  Su n d ay , J .  E . B la n -  
s e t t  o f  D a lla s , T e x a s ;  th ird  and  
fo u r th  Su n d ay s, R . H . B o ll. I f  you 
lik e  th e  p ro g ram  drop a  card  to  
W o rd s  o f L ife ,  C /o  W G R C , L o u is 
v ille , K y .

T h e  W ord  and W o rk  n eed s y o u r 
B ib le  and  book o rd ers , y o u r su b 
s cr ip tio n s  and  y o u r g if ts .  T h ro u g h  
th e se  th re e  a v en u es, h u m an ly  
sp e a k in g , we p ay  o u r b ills  and  keep  
o u t o f  th e  red .

AN UNUSUAL MEETING
A t th e  M id w e ste r n S ch o o l o f  E v a n g e lism , 5 th  S t. and  C o u rt A v e., 

O ttu m w a , Iow a, an  u n u su al c o n fe re n c e  w as held on O ct. 1 1 - 1 3 .  P r in 
c ip a l sp e a k e rs  fro m  th e  schoo l w ere  D onald  H u n t and  B u rto n  B a r b e r , 
w h ile  g u e s t sp e a k e rs  w ere  W . C arl K e tc h e rs id e  and H ersh e l O tw ell, o f 
th e  S t .  L o u is  a re a . On th e  f irs t  n ig h t H aro ld  H u n t o u tlin ed  th e  d o ctr in e  
o f  th e  sch o o l fa c u lty , and th e ir  p osition  on v a rio u s  issu es, and  th e  g u e st 
s p e a k e rs  b eg a n  th e ir  te a ch in g . B r o th e r  K e tc h e rs id e  d e c la red th a t  he w as 
am azed  th a t  so l i t t le  d iffe re n c e  e x is te d . T h e  use o f in s tru m e n ta l m u sic 
in  ch u rch  s e rv ic es , and  th e  p la ce  o f  t i th in g  in th e  p re s e n t  d isp en satio n  
w e re  th e  only  d iffe re n c e s  th a t  seem ed  a p p a ren t. On ch u rch  o rg a n iz a tio n , 
on  th e  w ork  o f  e ld e rs  and e v a n g e lis ts , and  even  on th e  school o rg a n iz a tio n  
issu e  th e r e seem ed  to be a g r e em en t.

In  th e  day sessio n s, and in th e  n ig h t sess io n s  w hich  fo llo w ed , th e  
in s tr u m e n ta l m u sic issu e w as th e  p rin c ip a l to p ic . T h e  sp eech es  o f  th e  
seco n d  n ig h t rese m b led  a d eb a te , and  on th e  la s t  n ig h t th e  sp e a k e r’s e x - 
ch an g ed  q u e stio n s  a t  a ta b le , w ith  a p eriod  fo r  q u e stio n s  fro m  th e  au d i
e n c e  fo llo w in g .

B u r to n  said  th a t  C a r l show ed a b e t te r  sp ir it  th a n  an y o n e  e lse  w ith  
w hom  h e  had  d iscu ssed  th a t  q u estio n . C ar l had  a sse rte d  th a t  i f  th e y  
d iffe re d  th e y  w ould  d iffer as  fr ie n d s  and n o t as en em ies. W h ile  th e y  did 
n o t  re a c h  a g r e e m e n t, fr ie n d sh ip  seem ed  to  be m a in ta in e d , as  ev id en ced  
b y  th e  fa c u lty  m e m b e rs  and  th e ir  w ives d riv in g  sev e n ty  m iles  to  h e a r  
C a r l p re a c h  a t K ir k sv ille , M o., la te r  in th e  w eek . A g re e in g  th a t  th e  in 
s tr u m e n t  should  n o t be  p layed  d u rin g  th e  com m u nion  se rv ic e , th e y  d iffer 
a s  to  its  b e in g  an e x p e d ien t aid  in th e  song s e r v ice .

C a r l com m end ed  th e  m en who co n d u ct th e  school and  w ho p u blish  
th e  “ V o ice  o f  E v a n g e lis m ,” fo r  th e ir  c o n v ic tio n , c o n se c ra tio n , and fine 
c h a r a c te r . M an y  b re th r e n  fro m  Iow a and  M issou ri a tte n d ed .

— F r a n k  S . G rah am .

IN MEMORIAM
R e c e n tly  G eo rg e  A L e a c h  o f S e lle rs b u rg , In d ia n a , w as ca lled  hom e 

to  be w ith  th e  L o rd . B r o th e r  L e a c h  w as one o f th e  fine e ld ers  o f  th e  
S e lle r s b u r g  ch u rch , h a v in g  serv ed  in th is  office fo r  se v e ra l y e a r s . T h e  
lo c a l m in is te r , H ow ard  M arsh , says th a t  B r o th e r  L e a c h  n e v e r  m issed  a 
ch u rch  se rv ic e , w h e th e r  on S u n d ay  or w eek  n ig h ts . H e s e rved as t r e a s u r e r  
o f  th e  ch u rch . W e can  te s t i fy  th a t  he w as p ro m p t and  e ffic ien t in th is  
c a p a c ity . H e w as c o n se c ra te d , fa i th fu l ,  and  zea lou s in th e  L o rd ’s w ork. 
O n e o f h is  fe llo w -e ld e rs  s e n t  in a l i t t le  tr ib u te  w hich  w as m isp laced  a t 
th is  office. W e  hope to  c a r r y  a  t r ib u te  fro m  him  or th e  lo ca l m in is te r  
in th e  n e x t  issu e  o f  th e  W ord  and W o rk . O ne o f th e  n eed s o f  th e  ch u rch  
is  th a t  m o re  m en see k  and q u a lify  fo r  th e  office o f  b ish op  in th e  lo ca l 
c o n g re g a tio n , w hich  is  ind eed  a good w ork .
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CHRIST'S TEACHING ON PRAYER
R. Η. B.

T H E  “ L O R D ’S  P R A Y E R ”

“ A f te r  th is  m a n n e r th e r e fo r e  p ra y  y e :  O ur F a th e r  w ho a r t  in  
h ea v en , H allow ed  b e th y  n am e. T h y  kingdom  com e. T h y  w ill be  
done, as in h eav en , so on e a rth . G ive us th is  day our d a ily  b read . 
A nd fo rg iv e  us ou r d eb ts , as w e a lso  h av e  fo rg iv e n  o u r d e b to rs . A nd 
b rin g  us n o t in to  te m p ta tio n , b u t d eliv er us fro m  th e  ev il o n e .” 
(M a tt . 6 :9 -1 3 . )

Already in the preceding article it was pointed out that this is; 
not “the Lord’s prayer” in the sense that the Lord Himself ever did 
so pray or could have. He never prayed on a common level with His 
disciples, saying “Our Father” along with them. There is evermore 
a distinction between the Son of God, the Only Begotten of the 
Father, and those who have become sons of God through Him. It 
is not “Our Father” but “My Father” and “Your Father.” “Go unto 
my brethren and say to them, I ascend unto my Father and your 
Father, and my God and your God.” (John 20:17.) For the same 
reason He is never seen praying together with His disciples. He 
prayed sometimes in their hearing, and again by Himself apart, but 
never with them. The word His disciples were taught to use for 
asking is a iteo; but when He prayed, he (and He alone) used the 
word erotao, which denotes petition of a different kind. Neverthe
less, He has not separated Himself from us, but we are “in Him,” and 
it is through Him that we draw nigh to God.

*   *   *
But, some have thought that the Lord’s Prayer is unsuitable for 

Christians today because it contains the petition “Thy Kingdom 
come.” The Kingdom (they say) has come already, and it is no 
longer in order to pray for its coming. That a great dispensational 
change has come since the Lord Jesus taught this prayer to His dis
ciples is evident. The Lord Jesus went to the cross, and rose from the 
dead, ascended to heaven, and sat down on the right hand of God, 
having received all power and authority; and the Holy Spirit was 
sent down from Him on the day of Pentecost. The full gospel — the 
gospel of the grace of God — began to be preached. Jesus was openly 
proclaimed as Lord and Christ, and inquiring sinners were bidden 
to repent and be baptized in His Name, for the remission of their 
sins, and they should receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. When the 
Lord Jesus taught His disciples the Lord’s Prayer none of this had 
come to pass. In those days indeed the promised Kingdom had not 
as yet come. The law was still in force. The Old Covenant had not 
yet come to an end, and the New Covenant had not yet gone into 
effect. The Church had not yet come into existence. The Holy 
Spirit had not yet been given (John 7:39). Christ’s disciples today 
do stand on a higher plane of redemption, and in a nearer relation
ship to God than those did who followed Jesus during His personal 
ministry on earth. Is the form of the prayer which He gave them 
still suitable and proper? Should we in this new day pray after the:
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manner He taught His disciples to pray before Pentecost? The ques
tion deserves consideration.

Let us weigh the objection fairly. Though fully accepting the 
truth that the Lord Jesus is King now, and that His redeemed ones 
have been delivered "out of the power of darkness, and translated 
into the Kingdom of the Son of His love” (Col. 1:13) —we need also 
to ask whether the Kingdom is in any sense yet future. True, Christ’s 
people are in the kingdom now. Their citizenship is in heaven. 
(Phil. 3:20.) Here below they share their Lord’s rejection, they are 

as He is in the world, and they go forth with Him without the gate, 
bearing His reproach. W ill it ever be otherwise? Certainly not be
fore Christ comes, for until then there is only “the way of the Cross” 
for those who follow Him, not the hour of reign and triumph. But 
will the time ever come when the "kingdom of the world” shall have 
"become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ,” as announced 
in Rev. 11:15; or when "the kingdom and the dominion and the 
greatness of the kingdoms under the w hole heaven  shall be given 
to the people of the saints of the Most High”? (Dan. 7:27.) Also, 
had not the Lord Jesus foretold that when the great signs of the 
end-time are seen men may know that the Kingdom of God is nigh? 
(Luke 21:31.) Certainly, then, in that aspect, the Kingdom is yet 
future. And if the Kingdom is yet to have a future manifestation in 
the earth, is it not still in order to pray, "Thy Kingdom come”?

*         *             *
Others have objected to the Lord’s Prayer because of the petition, 

"Forgive us our debts even as we also have forgiven our debtors.” 
With this goes the Lord’s appended comment, “For if ye forgive 
men their trespasses your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but 
if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses.” Now some have thought that this was law-teaching; 
for under grace forgiveness is freely given to us, and not conditioned 
on our forgiving others. The doctrine of the gospel expressed by 
Paul (they say) is, "Even as the Lord forgave you, so also do ye.”

Now it is quite true that this prayer was given while the covenant 
of the Law was yet in force. But we cannot fail to see that the Lord 
Jesus in His teaching also anticipated the day of grace; and that 
most especially when He spoke of His disciples’ relationship to God. 
Over and over He calls God their Father — an unheard of thing, 
for in the Old Testament such a title is used only in a figurative 
sense or collectively, of the nation of Israel as a whole. But the Lord 
Jesus taught His disciples to say, "Our Father,” and to call Him so 
personally and individually. He regarded them as already God’s 
children, born "not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:12, 13.) Moreover they were 
already a forgiven p eop le ; and their forgiveness was (as forgiveness 
must ever be) of God’s free grace — no longer dependent upon any 
law observance, but as received through their faith in Him. "Al
ready ye are clean,” He says to them, "because of the word which 
I have spoken to you.” (John 15:3.) They were certainly not to 
merit their forgiveness by first forgiving their debtors. To them
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the word, Even as I forgave you, so also do ye”- applied, even as to 
us. But, if men who have been so freely and gladly forgiven refuse 
to forgive those who had trespassed against them — what shall we 
say then? The answer the Lord gives is plain: “If ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if 
ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses.” Make of that what we will — only be warned lest 
on any pretext of “grace” you might hope to be forgiven while re
fusing to forgive those who have sinned against you.

It is not, however, that God only forgives on condition that we 
forgive: but our forgiving is really the natural and necessary fruit 
of God’s forgiveness of us. Λ person who has believed and received 
the gracious forgiveness of God, will not, cannot, hold an un
forgiving attitude toward those who have trespassed against him.. 
If he does, he gives proof that either he has never in his heart appro
priated the grace of God, or that he is a backslider who has “for
gotten the cleansing from his old sins.” And until he gets out of 
that condition and comes back to God he cannot count on forgive
ness for himself. “Thou wicked servant — I forgave thee all that 
debt because thou besoughtest me: shouldest not thou also have 
hat! mercy on thy fellowservant even as I had mercy on thee?’”’ So 
spoke the Lord in the parable of the Unmerciful Servant. (Matt. 
18:32, 33.) Really, it is good for your sold to pray the prayer just 
as the Lord Jesus taught it: “forgive us our debts even as also 
have forgiven  our debtors.”

To be continued.

BROUGHT TO GOD
A. G. Harrington

It is wonderful how the New Testament writers set forth the 
present place and blessing of Christians in different aspects and 
under various names. A Christian is spoken of as chosen, called, 
justified, pardoned, reconciled, accepted, sanctified, indwelt, etc,, in 
God’s word. Now these are certainly by no means mere syno
nyms; it would be wrong to say so, but they all point to the one great 
blessing of being a Christian.

In First Peter 3:18 the object of the atonement is spoken of. It 
is to bring us to God. “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God,” A Chris
tian, then, is one who is brought to God. This suggests that all 
moral barriers between God and His. people are removed. The 
Christian is not only forgiven and cleansed, but he is brought into 
communion and friendship with God. This is a glorious truth and 
is to be grasped experimentally.

1. To be brought to God means a nearness of worship. It is: 
a place of the highest privilege. It is set forth largely in the book, 
of Hebrews. New Testament Christianity presents a wonderful con
trast to all worldly religions. It shows us the Father seeking worship
pers, This is the foundation of the Gospel—the God of love seek.·
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ing among sinful humanity men and women who are such (because 
He will make them such) as will want to worship Him as children 
with a Father. Truly this is a work worthy of His divine love. Who 
can tell out the blessedness of coming to Him as a worshipper, on the 
ground of having been brought to God by the work of Christ. Cal
vin Stone said of Layson that when he prayed in public and ceased 
it was like a “Jetting down to earth.” “His prayers always took my 
spirit into the immediate presence of Christ,” he continues, “amid 
the glories of the spiritual world.” How little are both private and 
public prayer like this! Yet, since Christ died to bring us to God 
why should it not be so? God is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all we ask or think in this matter as in all else.

2. It is also a nearness which brings spiritual and moral strength. 
This is the true ethical dynamic which moralists are vainly seeking 
elsewhere. Paul said, “I can do all things through Him that strength
ened! me.” Often people take up these words in an abstract sort 
of way—but with Paul it was not a mere abstract truth but an actual 
spiritual experience, which flowed from nearness to God.

3. Then, to be brought to God means communion and friend
ship with Him. Did not the Lord say, “I have called you friends.” 
Was not Abraham called the friend of God? Communion with God 
is a privilege of nearness to Him. Richard Williams was a young 
surgeon who sailed to Patagonia with Captain Allen Gardiner nearly 
one hundred years ago. In less than nine months Williams and his 
companions perished of sickness, starvation and exposure. His body 
was found on the shore completely washed to pieces. He was found 
in October. In March, during a severe sickness he wrote in his jour
nal, “The Lord does make all my bed in my sickness; the Angel of 
His presence overshadowing my soul, and hanging about me with 
such irradiations of glorious light—the light of God’s love,—that I am 
happy, very happy, and not a moment sets wearily on me. Sweet 
is the presence of Jesus, and Oh, I am happy in His love! If ever 
the whispering of Almighty love spoke tranquility to the soul of 
man, and breathed a continued flow of divine consolation upon 
his heart, I felt them that (previous) night, communion, heavenly 
and blessed! Earnest of joys to come, and foretaste of that inherit
ance undefiled and that fadeth not away.”

It might be well for each of us to ask himself, Did the atoning 
death of Christ bring me to God in the fullest sense? Could I be 
satisfied with less? Surely nothing can be compared with the bless
ing of this nearness to God, founded on the atonement of Christ. 
It is there we find true worship and power and communion.

GRASS-GROWN PRA YER PATHS

Among some of the early African converts it was the custom for 
each to have a private spot for secret prayer. In the beginning of their 
Christian life, love and zeal led them so often to this secret rendezvous, 
this trysting place with the Lord, that paths were worn through the grass 
to these places. But later on, as they began to grow careless, one con
vert would say of another, “Grass is growing over his path.”
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DAVID'S THRONE
Brady M. Green

“Is Jesus now sitting on David’s throne on the right hand of the 
Father?”

The above question is asked by those who teach that Christ is 
now seated upon David’s throne. It is obviously an attempt to take 
an unquestioned and unquestionable Bible truth, and link it up with 
an erroneous doctrine in such a way as to make it appear to be 
equally true. A similar one would be: ‘‘Did Christ give to the apos
tle Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and make him the 
first pope?” Yes, or No. It is like the fat juicy worm on the fisher
man’s hook, something to catch a fish.

The above question is of course two questions. The first is: 
‘‘Is Jesus now sitting on David’s throne?” The second is: “Is Jesus; 
now at the right hand of God?” The latter question is one I have 
never heard disputed anywhere. All sects and denominations that I 
know of believe that Jesus is now at the right hand of God. And no 
wonder. There are no fewer than eleven passages in our New 
Testament that state plainly that Jesus is at the right hand of God 
the Father. These are: Mark 16:19, Heb. 1:3, 8:1, 10:12, 12,2, Acts 
2:33, 7:55, 56, 1 Peter 3:22, Rom. 8:34, and Col. 3:1. There are 
other passages which, while hot plainly stating that Christ is at the 
right hand of God, very clearly imply it. There is of course not the 
slightest doubt that Christ is now at the right hand of God the Father.

But the question: “Is Jesus now sitting on David’s throne?” 
that is another thing. You may search in vain from one end of the 
Bible to the other, and not one passage can be found telling us. 
that Jesus is now seated on David’s throne. Happily, we are not 
left to “figure out” and “speculate” as to exactly what throne Jesus 
is now seated upon. Our Lord himself tells us plainly.

In Rev. 3:21 our Lord has this to say: “To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcam e, 
and am set down with my Father in his throne.” Thus our Lord 
himself tells us plainly that He is “set down” with His Father “in his 
throne.” If we accept the testimony of Jesus Himself as true, this 
one passage will settle once and for all the question of whose throne 
our Lord is now upon.

It is also true that the throne of David has been promised to 
Jesus (Luke 1:32). And that He will at that time reign over the 
“House of Jacob.” When He sits upon the throne of David, called 
also the throne of his glory (see Matt. 19:28), the twelve apostles will 
sit upon twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel; so says 
Jesus in Matt. 19:28. And Jesus also told us when He would sit 
upon the throne of His glory, or the throne of David (see Matt. 
25:31). Here we are told that when he comes in glory with the holy 
angels THEN He will sit upon the throne of His glory. We further 
note in Rev. 3:21 that two thrones are mentioned, and-two periods 
of time indicated, Jesus speaking, says: “My throne” and “My Fath-
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er’s throne. To those who overcome (you and I may be in that num- 
ber), Jesus promises that they shall sit with Him in His throne. That 
is unquestionably future. He also tells us that He Himself has over
come, and is set down with His Father in His throne.

So beyond a shadow of a doubt Christ is now at the right hand 
of God the Father, and is set down with His Father in His throne. 
He is not seated upon David's throne now, but He will sit upon that 
throne at His second coming (Matt. 25:31). So in the complete 
absence of even one statement that Christ is now on David’s throne, 
and in the face of Christ’s own words as to whose throne He is 
seated upon, we conclude that the doctrine of Christ’s now being 
upon David’s throne is completely erroneous.

WORK AMONG THE JEW S
A missionary must be spiritual, a salty individual and candid. 

He must do his hard work with kindness and devotion, and put 
aside entirely his own comfort and plans, and be unmindful of perse
cution and suffering, go steadily on giving himself for the glory of 
God and the honor of His Son. I put in a very busy summer labor
ing among the Jewish people. How good the Lord is!

There were several Jews talking. As I came toward them, they 
immediately halted their conversation among themselves, one of 
them having recognized me. (Greater Kansas City has a large Jew
ish community. It would not be exaggerating to assert that it would 
take a number of years, even discounting the intense bitterness, 
antagonism and other difficulties that must be faced, even to ap
proach a small portion of the Jewish population.) One of them 
said of Jesus (who I contended had to die and shed His blood), 
"Why would not God have sent an angel down from heaven and 
have prevented His crucifixion, as He did in the case of Abraham 
when he wanted to offer up his son Isaac?” I thanked him for his 
earnest question and endeavored to enlighten him. I told them all 
that although Isaac was a type of Christ, vet without God’s permit
ting the world’s greatest tragedy (plus world’s greatest blessing) sal
vation could not have been inaugurated. Of course Jesus could 
have summoned not only one angel, but "twelve legions of angels” 
to deliver Him. I further told them (our discussion was in Yiddish) 
the Messiah had to become a " K apparnh” (Atonement) for our sins, 
and the fulfiller of the Messianic Hope of the Old Testament. His 
suffering and death satisfied the Divine claim of justice, hence effected 
the Atonement. The supreme guaranty of its trustworthiness is what 
God Himself tells us in His word. I quoted, in Hebrew, proph
ecies from the 53rd chapter of Isaiah and others which attested that 
Jesus, the Lamb of God, is the Messiah. Prayer, fasting, tears and 
ritual exactness cannot blot out sin. The only way of securing Re
demption is through Christ, who is the propitiation for the sins of 
the world. I thank God for the privilege of bearing testimony for 
the Lord Jesus Christ among the Jewish people.—S. D, Eckstein,
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THOUGHTS WORTH WHILE
D. H. F.

YOU CATCH FISH BY FISHING
Three preachers and a layman were riding together on a train 

and, chatting about things of the Lord, were enjoying real fellowship. 
When the matter of personal work came up, the clergymen admitted 
it was never easy for them to approach another individual about 
Jesus Christ. While they were discussing the probable reason for 
this, the layman left them and sat down beside a soldier, engaging 
him in conversation which led toward the presentation of the Gospel. 
Is it any wonder that there were three very red faces, and one of 
them said with evident feeling: “May the Lord forgive us. We three 
preachers sit here talking about soul-winning and he goes and does 
it.”— M oody M onthly.

ALL FOR JESUS
In a government school in South Africa, the teacher quoted: 

Room for pleasure, room for business,
But for Christ the crucified,

Not a place where He can enter 
In the heart for which He died.

Then, addressing the pupils, the teacher said: “I hope you have a 
little room for the Lord Jesus. You have room for pleasure, and 
room and time to come to school, but I hope you have a little room 
for Jesus!” One boy stood up, looking somewhat indignant about 
a little room, and said, “I ’m all for the Lord Jesus,” and his face 
beamed with light.—Tom M. Olson.

REASON FOR DISCORD
Senator Wiley (Rep., Wis.) was a passenger on the ship that was 

taking Andrei Vishinsky back to Europe. The Soviet official at
tended a reception given by Wiley in one of the large rooms on 
shipboard. The Senator greeted Vishinsky and his interpreter, and 
said, “Every night before I go to bed I pray that you, Molotov, Mar
shall, Bevin, and Bidault will get together and attain a full accord 
and a happy understanding.” The interpreter translated this to 
Vishinsky, whose reply in Russian was brief. The interpreter trans
lated for him: “Mr. Vishinsky says he does not pray.”—Leonard 
Lyons.

CHEERFUL OBEDIENCE
“I wish I could mind God as my little dog minds me,” said a 

little boy, looking thoughtfully at his little shaggy friend. “He al
ways looks so pleased to mind, and I don’t.” What a painful truth 
did this child speak! Shall the poor little dog thus readily obey his 
master, and we rebel against God who is our Father, our Creator, 
our Savior, our Preserver, and the Giver of every thing we love?—Spur
geon.
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JU ST  KEEPS SHINING
A judge who was occasionally on circuit at a certain town was 

always sure of being annoyed by some sneering remarks from a self- 
conceited lawyer. After one such occasion, someone asked the judge 
at dinner why he didn’t come down strong on the fellow. He 
dropped his knife and fork, placed his chin on his hands and his 
elbows on the table, as if to give emphasis to his story, and said, 
' ‘Up in our town there lives a widow who has a dog which, whenever 
the moon shines, goes out upon the steps and barks and barks away 
at it all night." Stopping short, he quietly began eating again. 
One of the company asked, "Well, Judge, what about the dog and 
the moon?” "Oh, the moon kept on shining," he said, "that is all." 
—S. S, Tim es,

HIDING TH E BOOK
A colporteur in North India told the Christmas story, and then 

read it from the Scriptures. One asked, "How long has it been since 
God’s Son was born into the world?” "About two thousand years,” 
the missionary made reply. "Then,” asked the villager, “who has 
been hiding this Book all this time?" Aye, that is it—hiding the 
Book. For, after all, is not our keeping the Book from those who 
need it the same as hiding it? What a guilt! — Christian Digest.

LETTIN G  TH E VOLUNTEERS PASS
A general asked a certain soldier standing in the front rank: 

"Meier, what would you do if during a war yonder bridge would 
have to be taken, though it lie under the mouth of the enemy’s 
cannon and, as only a few soldiers could advance at the same time, 
the order would be given: 'Volunteers to the front!’ ” "I would 
quickly jump to one side to let the volunteers pass,” he answered. 
How many of us have acted so when a piece of work requiring sac
rifice was expected of God's children?—T h e  Expositor,

HAPPINESS
To spend life seeking happiness, how vain. How illusive it is 

to such seekers. What seemed for a time like the attainment met 
with disillusionment. Forgetting self, living for others, giving one's 
self in Christian service, happiness like a flower has sprung up by 
the roadside of life and flourished, as the seeds of unselfishness were 
sown along the way.—John L. Perham.

"FATH ER, ARE YOU HERE?”
I was awakened in the night by my little boy, who called out 

with a voice that trembled with fear, “Father, are you here?” And 
I answered reassuringly, "Yes, my child, I am here.” "And Father,” 
said the voice, a little steadier now, "is your face turned toward me?” 
When I answered, "Yes, my child,” the little fellow lost his fear and 
quietly fell asleep.

To know that God is here in the night of distress and trouble, 
and to know that His face is turned toward us, are the truths that 
bring peace to our hearts and rest to our weariness,—Robert E. Speer,
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“FAITH OF OUR FA TH ERS”
E. L. J.

THE SCRIPTURAL ORDER OF END-TIME EVENTS
(An original article; not a reprint)

The space of time between the Second Coming and “the end,” 
in the Greek of 1 Cor. 15:23, 24, was called to the attention of the 
brotherhood (for the first time, so far as I know) by the present 
writer — in the W ord and W ork several years ago. The precise point 
of teaching in those verses is order, the order in the resurrections 
(Christ’s and the believer’s) and “the end.” Those verses in their 
context read:

“For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; then they that are 
Christ’s, at his coming. Then cometh the end when he shall deliver up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have abolished all 
rule and all authority and power. For he must reign till he hath put all 
his enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be abolished is 
death.”

No claim has ever been made that Paul in that passage sets the 
length of that space (John does that; Rev. 20:5), but only that there 
is such a space, and that “the end” is not im m ediately  when Christ 
comes, nor can it be. In fact, it is implied in verses 25, 26 that there 
is a vast work and program laid out for the Christ between “his 
coming” and “the end” — a program of final victory over death and 
every other enemy.

From the outset— within the first week or two — this exegesis 
was vigorously attacked in other journals; and often through the 
years the brethren who could on no account allow a space of time 
between the Coming and the End have sought to do away with the 
force of the Greek words (yea, even the English) in this inspired 
text. They seemed to feel, or fear, that perhaps we “had something” 
there (to use the current parlance). Indeed, those scripture texts 
that come in so often for special attack and opposition (such as 
Acts 2:38, Rom. 6:1-5, Rev. 20:1-6) usually “have something” that 
might tend to spoil some pet theory or “position”!

The last effort that I have seen is by a brother, unknown to me, 
in Firm Foundation , though now over a year ago. And as this broth
er writes in good spirit, with some ability, and in reasonable fairness, 
we shall try to pay courteous attention to his remarks.

First of all, this brother’s argument is a doctrinal argument, 
not a linguistic or exegetical one at all. In fact, he admits all we 
have ever claimed for the text: that the Greek word translated “then” 
(eita) is not the word (tote) used in Mt. 25:31, which can mean “im

mediately”; but that the Greek of 1 Cor. 15:23, 24 (eita-epeita) rep
resents sequence and order (as when one says, “first, second, third”; 
or “first, next, last”); but though he admits the sequence, he thinks 
that two minutes, two hours, or two days, might suffice to satisfy 
the requirements of the text. We shall consider that.
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Incidentally, our brother records also that Brother Armstrong 
was “disturbed” and “considerably concerned” over the “possible 
length of time” which he thought might be included in the English 
word “then”, when it comes from eita. Well, Brother Armstrong 
was a very careful student and teacher of Greek — was he not? Per
haps his concern was not entirely groundless! Others too have been 
disturbed and bothered, so says our brother’s article; perhaps there 
is a cause. We want to examine the four cases of this use of the word 
eita  that are cited by Thayer (Greek-English Lexicon, p. 188), They 
are Mark 4:28; 1 Cor. 15:5-7: 1 Cor. 15:24: 1 Tim. 2:13.

It is not that the word eita of itself contains any necessary time 
element; but it does stand for an order and a sequence, as when we 
say — first, second, third, the context determining the length and 
the space of time between the events named. Now if, in a statement 
of chronology or eschatology, as this is — a passage in which the pre
cise subject under consideration is order  (“each in his own order”)—
I say, if in such a statement of three items the second and third 
items transpire together, at the same time, then there can be no, 
third item. If “the end"  synchronizes with “His Coming”, or vir
tually so, then Paul should have run the second and third occur
rences together, thus:

“Christ, the first-fruits; 
then they that are Christ's at his coming 
and the end.”

But instead of this, Paul makes a third  occurrence of “the end, thus:

“Christ, the first-fruits; 
then they that are Christ's at his coming.
Then cometh the end.”
In other words, there are, as to occurrence in time, three things. 

This requires a reasonable space between the first and second (there 
have already been 1900 years); and it requires also a reasonable space 
between the second and third (Is not this what John marks off as 
1000 years?).

Fortunately, the same chapter (and of course the same writer) 
provides us with a perfect parallel, both in the Greek and the Eng
lish, as to the use of eita (“then”) in the New Testament, and by the 
apostle Paul:

"He appeared to Cephas; 
then to the twelve;
then he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once . . ;
then he appeared to James;
then to all the apostles.” (1 Cor, 15:5-7).

With each “then”, there was a reasonable space — reasonable 
with respect to the nature of the subject in hand. The Savior’s post
resurrection days on earth were few; therefore a day or a week is a 
considerable space with respect to His appearances. But the days 
of this entire dispensation are many; therefore a thousand years, two 
thousand years, are fitting intervals to be marked off by those great,
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outstanding events in the outline of time that Paul lays out in 1 
Cor. 15:23, 24. In the absence of some inspired revelation to the 
contrary (our brother mistakenly thinks he has found it) it would 
be logical to expect some interval between the second and third 
events that would reasonably comport with the interval between 
the first and second event. Though Paul did not know how long that 
interval was to be, it has turned out to be at least 1900 years; and 
the Holy Spirit was choosing words that would be fitting in any case.

Before we examine the other cases, it may be well to present 
the exact meaning of the Greek word in question, as defined by 
Thayer and by Strong:

THAYER:
eita: adverb of time, “then” ; “next”, “after that” . . .  As in clas
sic Greek, it stands in enumerations, to mark a sequence depending 
either on temporal succession, as Mark 4:28 —  1 Cor. 15:5-7 —  1 
Cor. 1 5 :2 4 —  1 Tim. 2:13.

S T R O N G :
    e ita -e ita : “a particle of succession (in time or logical enumera

tion), then, moreover; —  after that, afterward, furthermore, then.” 
ep eita-ep eita : “thereafter: —  after that, afterward, then.”

With these definitions of the word, and Paul’s own parallel use in the 
same chapter now before our minds, we look briefly at the New Tes
tament use of this particle in the other cases cited by the great and 
scholarly Thayer:

MARK 4:28
“The earth beareth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, 

then the full grain in the ear.”
In this text, the word translated “then” (both times) is eita ; and 

just as in those verses quoted above about the appearances, and in 
the verses under consideration about the Coming and “the end”, 
the word stands for order and sequence. But again there is a suitable 
space of time between the blade, the ear, and the full grain in the 
ear; spaces that reasonably comport with one another in the nature of 
the case. Without these intervals and stages, would the speaker have 
been justified in using eita . . . eita (“then . . . then”)?

1 TIMOTHY 2:13

“For Adam was first formed, then (e ita )  Eve.
Here again, as in the three other cases, the particle eita (“then”) 

stands for order and sequence; but here again it has a temporal sig
nificance as well as an order of priority, though priority is the main 
purpose in this particular text.

Summing up these cases or examples: In each the word eita
(“then”) represents order and sequence; or, we may say, “stages”. In 
each — unless 1 Cor. 15:23, 24 is the exception — it divides the events 
enumerated by a space that comports reasonably with the other 
spaces mentioned. In view of this N. T . use of the word, one won
ders if Paul, by the Spirit, would thus divide a space of 1900 years 
on the one side and “two minutes” or even “two hours or two days”) 
on the other! Would he have divided such a relatively brief space 
at all? seeing that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and
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a thousand years as one day? and seeing that the resurrection and the 
end are so closely related in kind?

But now our brother makes a very curious argument! In fair- 
ness to him we quote the gist of it (would gladly quote it all ex- 
cept for limited space); and following this, our brief reply to his 
argument on the judgment,

" but someone may still say, it is a fact that “afterwards,” [A. V.] 
in reference to our resurrection following the Lord’s, has allowed nearly 
two millenniums, and as “then” is from the same word “eita,” it is not 
possible that the “end” of the kingdom on earth can follow immediately 
after his coming. We’d have to admit this, were there any time mean
ing in the word “eita” from which these words come, unless we had a 
direct statement to the contrary elsewhere. But since time, either short 
or long, is not in the word “eita” and since we do have a direct revelation 
from the Lord himself to the contrary of the assumption, and that reve- 
lation is on record in the New Testament, we have the most positive 
and easily understood proof that the “end” will come immediately follow 
ing the resurrection of the dead..............

There are two words in the Greek language used to cover time, se- 
quence and immediacy. One is “eita” (sometimes epeita) which we 
have already considered, and refers only to sequence of happenings, 
regardless of near or remote followings. The other word is “ tote” (pro
nounced tota) and has real time element in it. It means, at that time, 
at once, then, immediately, etc. “Then” in this definition is the weak
est of all, because as we use it, “then” may mean at once or it may mean 
a long time afterward, or it may mean a mere consequence, but always 
following . . . .

Our Lord said, “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; then he shall render to every man according to 
his deeds.” (See Matt. 16:22-27.) Now look at that word and clause, 
“then he shall render.” This word “then” is from “tote,” the Greek 
word that means not only following, but “at that time,” “immediately,” 
etc. Now we have a complete removal of all cause for concern as to how 
long the “then” may be in 1 Cor. 15:23, 24. Jesus said the judgment 
will immediately follow the other happenings at his coming. We are 
not concerned whether the Lord be able to pass judgment in two minutes, 
or two hours or two days, after his return. It is so close in order that 
he used the word that means at once, at that time, immediately. This 
in no wise contradicts the “then” (“afterwards” ), that Paul used, but is 
in perfect harmony with the fact that one follows the other. Remember, 
immediate sequence is not in “then” when it comes from “eita,” but it 
is in the same word “then” when it comes from “tote.”

Unless final judgment comes a millennium before the “end” of the 
kingdom on earth, then the Lord surrenders that rule immediately after 
the resurrection, which takes place immediately after his return. We do 
not see how anyone could be concerned over the elasticity of "eita” 
when the fixed, definite, immediate “tote” makes impossible any human 
length of time in 1 Cor. 15:24, “then (eita) comes the end.” This is 
not reiving on “interpretation.” . . . the Lord described what will hap
pen when he comes again. The judgment will be held then, and the 
surrender of the kingdom, its end, must take place at that time, “tote.” 
It cannot happen a millennium after the judgment!

OUR BRIEF REPLY
Our brother, inadvertently of course, has himself suggested the 

right reply to his judgment argument, based on tote in Matt. 16:27, 
“then he shall render.” He says: “Unless final judgment comes a 
millennium before the 'end' of the kingdom on earth, then the 
Lord surrenders that rule immediately after the resurrection, which 
takes place immediately after his return.”
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“Unless” — yes; “unless judgment” — yes; “unless the judgment 
of Matt. 16:27” —yes; but not “final judgment”! Here is a doctrinal 
argument, not linguistic. Here is “interpretation” indeed, and here 
is quite a slip in reasoning: our brother assumes that Matt. 16:27 
(“then he shall render”) is the final judgment; he calls it that! 

What then if the event of Matt. 16:27 do es actually come “a millen
nium before the end”! If that event cannot be proved  to be the 
“final,” end-time judgment of Rev. 20:11-15, then the tote argu
ment of 16:27 fa l ls to the ground. And there is nothing left of it, 
except our brother’s concession that there is room  in 1 Cor. 15:24 
for any am ount o f tim e between the coming and the end.

What if the following scriptures all describe the same awful 
event as Matt. 16:27, or the same series of events, and that they are 
indeed all to transpire “then” (tote), quickly, upon the glorious ap
pearing of Christ upon the earth? And that thus they do actually 
come “a millennium before the end”?

Matt. 25:31-46: “When the Son of man shall come in his glory
. . . then shall he sit on the throne of his glory: and before him 
shall be gathered all the nations: and he shall separate them,” etc. 
etc. Is this not a scene of some grand assize among the nations then 
living on the earth? Are “all the nations,” including those likened 
to “goats,” caught up to meet the Lord in the air along with the 
saved, there to be judged, and then cast out? No, this is surely a 
scene of nations living on the earth  when Jesus comes; nothing at all 
is said of the dead in this passage. The righteous dead have indeed 
been raised — they that are “Christ’s at his coming”; but “the rest of 
the dead lived not until the thousand years should be finished.”

2 Thess. 1:7-10: “Vengeance to them that know not God . . . 
who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction . . . when he 
shall come to be glorified in his saints”. May not this well be a 
fuller description of the events of Matt. 16:27 and Matt. 25:31-46?

And now an expanded and more prolix statement of the same 
awful judgment upon the wicked at the coming of the Faithful and 
True, the King of kings and Lord of lords:

Rev. 19:11-21: this is the familiar description of the awful car
nage when, at his glorious coming, the “Word of God” shall smite 
the nations? Do we not see here “the fateful lightning of his ter
rible swift sword,” as the angry Son (Ps. 2:12) treads the winepress 
of the fierceness of the wrath of God? But we know — it is crystal 
clear in the inspired word (Rev. 19 and 20)— we know  that this ter
rible scene is at the Second Coming (verse 11), and that it positively 
precedes  the thousand years. And we know just as surely, and by 
the same inspired word, that the “final judgment” before the Great 
White Throne is “after  the thousand years are finished.” This time 
note appears three times in chapter 20; verses 3, 5, and 7. How then 
can we be so certain that Matt. 16:27 is the fin a l judgment”?

Finally: Why — if the “end” of 1 Cor. 15:24 follows “immedi
ately” upon the Lord’s coming —why then did Paul, by the Spirit, 
choose the word “eita” — which, as our brother freely concedes, makes

2 5 8



room — to say the least of it — for a space of “two minutes, two 
hours, or two days,” or even “a million years”? Why did the Holy 
Spirit choose “eita”, when, if there be no space of time, “tote”, or 
better still " eutheos” (which really means immediately) would have 
wrapped the whole matter up in a single word!

A fine example of the regular N, T . word for “immediately” 
(eutheos), where there is no delay on the one hand, and eita (or 

epeita) where there has been delay, is found in Paul’s choice of 
words in Gal. 1 :16 and 1:18;

“straightway (eu theos) I conferred not with flesh and blood”;
“then (epeita ) after three years I went up to Jerusalem,”

The first statement is immediate action; perhaps not even tote was 
strong enough; therefore eutheos; but the second statement is de
layed action, “after three years.” Here he uses the same word (eita 
or epeita) as in 1 Cor. 15:23, 24, where evidently there is delayed 
action.

Having referred to Thayer, it seems fitting to quote that scholar’s 
comment on the Greek word for “age” (a ion), as found, with differ- 
ent modifying words, in the New Testament;

“Most of the N. T . writers distinguish this age — (the time before 
the appointed return or truly Messianic advent of Christ, the period 
of instability, weakness, impiety, wickedness, calamity, misery) — and 
the fu ture age — (the age after the return of Christ in majesty, the 
period of the consummate establishment of the divine kingdom 
and all its blessing.”

Thayer then cites, under “the future age,” Matt. 12:32 and Eph. 
1:21: “not only in this world (age) but also in that w hich is to com e.” 
To his trained, linguistic mind, the future age of Eph, 1:21 is the 
age “after the return of Christ in majesty,” etc. Until that appointed 
return, from the meaning of the Greek which he knew so well, 
there is to be expected only “instability, weakness, impiety, wick
edness, calamity, misery”.

Yes, my beloved brethren, there is yet a golden age to come for 
this poor earth -  when she shall have been washed of her filth 
through the mighty cleansing judgments of God. And there is space 
for it abundant, both in the Greek and the English of 1 Cor. 15: 
23, 24! May God haste the day!

Concluding words:- The writer of the article here reviewed is 
Brother L. P. Francis, Firm Foundation , April 1, 1947. it has been 
a pleasure to examine an article as courteous as his; and the main 
point and purpose in this review, as in all our writings, is this: that 
we should all love one another, and that we should bear one with 
another — so that in full fellowship and perfect freedom we may 
press on to know the whole truth, and to grow in grace and knowledge 
of our blessed Lord,—E, L. J.

This article, together with all that have preceded it in this depart
ment for the last four years, may be obtained for free distribution for 
the asking. Order from the author, Louisville 4, Ky,
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3 5 3  G en u in e  le a th e r , lim p , re d  u n 

d er  gold  e d g e s ..........................$ 2 .0 0
3 5 3 P  S a m e  a s  ab o v e  w ith  P sa lm s

$2.20
3 5 4 P  G en u in e  le a th e r , o v erla p p in g  

co v e rs , re d  u n d e r g o ld  . . $ 2 .4 0  
3 6 4 X P  G en u in e  M o ro cco , le a th e r  

lin ed , o v er la p p in g  co v e rs , red  u n
d er gold  e d g e s ..........................$ 6 .0 0

Large Type Testament*
W ith  b e a u t ifu l  la rg e  p ica  ty p e  

a c ro ss  p age. S iz e  4  3/4 x  7 in ch e s.

3 3 2  G en u in e  le a th e r , lim p, red  u n 
d er gold  ed g e s  ....................  $ 1 .8 5

3 3 2 P  S a m e  a s  a b o v e  w ith  P sa lm s
$ 2.00

3 3 4  G en u in e  le a th e r , o v erlap p in g  
co v e rs , re d  u n d er gold  ed g es

$ 2.10
3 3 4 P  S a m e  a s  ab o v e  w ith  P sa lm s

$ 2 .3 0

Bold Face Type Testaments
P ro n o u n cin g , In d ia  p a p e r, only  

1/4 inch  th ic k . S iz e  4  1/4  x  6  3/8 
in ch es.

S p e cim e n  o f  T y p e  
burdens. 6  And the sam e day 
P ha'raoh  commanded th e task
m asters of the people,- and their 
officers, saying, 7 Y e shall no more

4 9 0 X  L e a th e ro id , lim p , re d  u n d er 
gold  ed g es  ...............................  $ 2 .7 5

S p ecim en  o f  T y p e

t h e ig n o ra n t an d  e rrin g , 
com p assed  w ith  in f ir m ity ; 3; 
and, a s  fo r  th e  p eop le, so also

6 5 0  C lo th , b o ard s, re d  ed g es $ 2 .1 0  
6 5 0 P  S a m e w ith  P sa lm s  . . . . $ 2 .4 0  
6 5 4 P  L e a th e r , o v erla p p in g  co v ers , 

re d  u n d er gold  ed g es, P sa lm s
$ 5 .5 0

6 6 4 P  G en u in e  M o ro cco , le a th e r  
lin ed , red  u n d er gold  ed g es, 
P sa lm s  ........................................... $ 9 .5 0

Testament with Notes
7 1 0  A m e rica n  S ta n d a rd  V e rs io n , 

M aroon  s ilk  fin ish  C lo th , b o ard s, 
go ld  t i t le  s tam p ed  on sid e and 
b a c k , n o te s  on e a ch  p a g e , P r e s e n 

ta t io n  p ag e  ................................ $ 2 .2 5
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