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T E A R S

There are tears of grief and pain,
Tears that fall like summer rain, 

Tears that sanctify and bless—
Welcome tears!

There are tears of vain regret,
Tears we never can forget

Tears of visions unfulfilled,
Bitter tears!

There are tears of glad surprise,
Tears that sparkle in the eyes,

Tears that nothing can restrain,
Happy tears!

There are tears that purify,
Tears that bring the Savior nigh,

Tears that pardoned sinners weep, 
Sacred tears!

Jesus wept—and so do we
In our dark Gethsemane—

Wept with those whose love He shared. 
Precious tears!

That the whole wide world might know 
His compassion for its woe—

How He feels for all who mourn— 
Holy tears!

In the mansions of the blest,
Where the saints at last shall rest, 

There will be no tears to weep,
Idle tears!

In that land of fadeless day 
God will wipe all tears away,

Fears up there will be unknown— 
No more tears!

Oswald J. Smith
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E. L. J.
Our caption lias nothing to do with relations between the U.S.A. 

and the U.S.S.R. or with “West” and “East.” It harks back to our 
November article on “Pioneer Principles”: Unity, Liberty, Charity.

These principles of “liberty” and “charity,” all in order to 
promote and maintain “Unity”—do they not, may they not, m ust 
they not extend further than any local group or our own immediate 
circle? Surely, they must extend at least to all “brethren,” to all 
scripturally baptized believers who show the fruit of the Spirit, and 
the spirit of unity and Christian love. It must extend to them re
gardless of considerable diversity of thinking in those fields that 
are still open to honest and brotherly study. If not, “what do we 
more than others,” how are we better than the most schismatic sects? 
For it is certain that the separated parties within this circle will 
never succeed in killing each other oil! Therefore, the only practical 
attitude, the only Christian attitude, the very least that sincere believ
ers could settle lor, would be one of co-existence: brotherly co-existence 
wherever and whenever this is possible; decent, co-existence at the 
very least, where brotherly co-existence is unattainable; for decent 
and humble behavior, even toward them that are without, becometh 
the children of God. Best of all would be a coming together in 
faith and practice, a co a lescen ce , that would be equal to the unity 
which we preach, and that would exhibit that unity outwardly— 
“that the world may believe,” yea, “that the world may know” (John 
1 7 : 2 1 , 2 3 ) .

TH E CALL
God’s scattered people must indeed be called out of “Babylon,” 

but they must be called out and called together as God's p eo p le .  
And God’s p ro lep t ic  people can be called out of the world only in 
that same spirit of humility. That was the restoration way and the 
restoration cry. They never addressed baptized believers as “sinners 
of the Gentiles,” nor would they have got to first base if they had. 
1 hey were not yet an isolation party; nor were they yet a thoroughly 

sectarianized group in the early days of our preceding generation 
when M. C. Kurfees wrote the “Unity Song.” In that song, brethren 
prayed that God would “hasten the day” when C hristians  would be 
united, and “all of G o d ’s p e o p le ” w ou ld  he one. That prayer cer
tainly recognizes that not all “Christians,” not all “God’s people,” 
were then one and united. This was true then, and it is true now. 
We know all this; we know of “Christians,” not outside of Christ—there



are none such—but still outside of “us”: what shame! to be ashamed 
or afraid to deal with them as such! They may be weak, ignorant, 
or erring; but if they are “in Christ,” our duty and our attitude is 
laid out for us: we have no scriptural choice (Rom. 14 etc.).

Is it any more than right that we who were so loved of God while 
we were yet filthy sinners (Rom. 5:8) should love all our “brethren” 
(I John 5: Hi), yea, enough to bear with them in much, and to support 
them on their homeward way? For it is thus that God hath dealt with 
us. May God forgive if we have in Pharisaical self-righteousness, 
fallen short in our fellowships! Need I say “if?” Of course we have 
fallen short—not only in the long ago when we were scarce more 
than “babes” in Christ, but in these latter days of our “maturity.” 

Some one may say, “I do not see this fellowship business as 
you do”: Of course not. Mow could you, unless you had the
advantage of standing where I now stand—on the crumbling edges 
of this poor perishing, passing, shaking, quaking world, yea, on the 
margin of Eternity? Up here, some “mountains” look like mole 
hulls now; some things that once seemed insignificant and strangely 
dim are now at last immensely big, and as clear as the day!

Anent all the hullabaloo about opinions, it seems in order to 
show what the fathers thought, and how they rated such conclusions 
when they coined the phrase, “in opinions, liberty.” In M illen n ia l 
H arb in g er  A bridged , vol. 2, page 58, 59, Campbell printed this dia
logue:

Q uestion : Are men never to be called to an account lor their opin
ions?

“A nsw er: No. There is no instance of this kind in the Jewish or 
Christian Scriptures. God alone is judge of thoughts and private 
opinions.

“ O uestion : But if private opinions are expressed, are they not 
to become matters of discipline?

“A nsw er: By no means, unless a person presses them for the sake 
of compelling others to receive them, or to exclude them from their 
fellowship if they do not receive them. In that case he is answerable, 
not for his opinions but for his practices. He is a factionist, is seeking 
his own honor, making a party, and on these accounts sins against 
the Christian constitution; and such a person, on a second admonition, 
is to be rejected.”

FOOD FOR T H E SOUL
R om an s  10:12-21. “Faith cometh by . . . the Word of God.” 

“It has been said that ‘Meditation is to reading and study, what 
digestion and assimilation are to the eating of our daily food.’ There 
will be no real nourishment to the animal frame unless the eaten 
food be digested and assimilated. Neither will there be any real 
sustenance or growth in the spiritual life unless the Word of God 
be meditated upon and, so to speak, incorporated into our very 
being; that is to say, He Who is the true Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
must be fed upon in the Scriptures.” —Ja m es  Sprunt.
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T r u th  A d v a n c e  

S e c t i o n

Stanford Chambers

QUESTIONS ASKED OF US
Recently a Convention was held in Louisville by those called “Liberals” 

by others who refer to themselves as “Conservatives.” Just who are “liberal” and 
who are “conservative?” Both refer to themselves as being a part of the so-called 
“Restoration Movement.”

The two terms are relative terms and so cannot be clearly defined. 
There is conservatism that shades off into liberalism—a mild form of 
conservatism, that. Then there are all shades and grades of liberalism, 
even so liberal as to be flirting with communism. There are “liberals” 
who are “conservatives” themselves as to such rank “Modernism” as 
that. They attempt to occupy such middle ground as to be able to 
hold with the extreme modernists and count on the other hand those 
who break with modernism as in the same body. They garnish 
the tombs of Stone, Scott and the Campbells, and in their practice 
and principles deny them.

Then there are those pleased to call themselves “Conservatives,” 
who have taken such liberty with the revealed will of God as to 
modify the practice enjoined therein. Liberalism begins with the 
first departure. All the liberalism represented by the recent con
vention mentioned took root in that first departure, then stoutly 
protested by the strongest men in the “Movement,” who exposed the 
innovations being added as a contradiction of the avowed principles 
of said movement. To be scripturally conservative is to take no 
liberties with the will of God, to depart not from the practice of 
what is written in the Word. To be scripturally conservative is to 
be “liberal” not at all. Let us make it our “meat to do the will” 
of our Father, “that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

A good Christian, distressed because some back home are being confused 
and caused to lose the sweetness and blessing of “that blessed hope,” sends a 
piece of literature being distributed to all members, the manifest design being 
to turn as many as possible from waiting, looking, hoping for the coming of 
the Lord.

Yes, the design is manifestly that. Many church bulletins have 
set forth one and the same argument, embracing the same numbered 
points. The source is a certain volume on prophecy, stating not what 
the prophets teach, not what the prophecy teaches, but what it does 
not teach. A man of straw is erected, the straws taken from various 
cults, like Watchtower Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists, et. ah,
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the construction then is labeled “Premillennialism,” the straw man 
is then demolished, and all who fall lor this propaganda are saved 
from believing in any thousand years’ reign. The 20th chapter of 
Revelation is “out.” So there are preachers who dare to “take from 
the prophecy of this book.” Many members are also taken away by 
men whose aim is to “draw away disciples after them.” “Preach the 
worth”

What are the functions of the local Church? Are they consistent who act 
on the principle that “keeping house for the Lord” is the sum total of their 
duty?

The congregation is to represent the Lord’s church or body as a 
whole (It should dare not misrepresent i t ) . It is to afford opportunity 
for association and fellowship so important to the welfare of God’s 
children His “little ones” especially. Opportunity is so provided for 
concerted prayer and worship, as well as for teaching and exhortation 
(Heb. 10:25; Acts 2:42, et a l.). The Congregation is to be the Lord’s 
lighthouse in the community in which it is planted. It is His mis
sionary society to the people surrounding it. They are its first re
sponsibility, His church is strictly evangelistic, and its field of evange
lism is the field in which it is located. Many a church is a shirker 
as regards its own little mission field, and deceives itself in its imagin
ing that it wins the approbation of God by sending a little money 
to some far away work. It is more romantic than the personal evan
gelism required to work the local field. Does the querist seek to en
list his congregation in an endeavor to meet its first responsibility? 
Someone has well said that the Lord has too many merely keeping 
house for Him.

Are the “sons of God” in Gen. 6:1 angels? Are those called the “blessed 
of my Father” in Matt. 25:34 the resurrected righteous? Who are “these my 
brethren” referred to by the King, in this connection? Why does not John 5:28 
teach a simultaneous resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous?

Question 1. Such a theory has been advanced—without proof, 
Only fallen angels would (if they could) take to themselves wives 
and become fathers. The fall of angels took place before the human 
race began multiplying on the earth, and fallen angels are not here or 
elsewhere called sons of God, which they are not. “Giants in those 
days”? So were there giants after the flood, and they were descendants 
of righteous Noah.

Question 2. Such incongruity, impossible. The righteous dead 
in their resurrection are “raised in incorruption, raised in glory, 
with bodies “fashioned like unto his glorious body” (See Phil. 3:20, 
21; 1 Cor. 15:42 and following, applicable only to the dead in Christ). 
In 1 Thes. 4:13-18 is given the forecast of the resurrection, translation 
and rapture of the saved, and it is plainly shown that all such will 
henceforth be with the Lord—“forever with the Lord.” Are they 
afterward to be sent back into a mixed multitude of the nations of 
earth to stand judgment as are the nations in Matt. 25? Those in 
tin rapture of 1 Thes. will never afterwards be on trial for their 
destiny. Allow the resurrected and translated to be in the picture 
o' 1 Cor. 3:11, ft, obviously pertaining to the judgment seat of Christ,
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as well as in 1 Cor. 15, and no confusion need continue or arise.
The remaining questions above will be answered next month.

The question is up as to which is the more important, work or worship. 
Can you give us some helpful instruction on the matter? There is also a senti
ment manifest that it does not matter so much what one may offer as worship 
if it be done with becoming decorum, nor does it matter so much what you do, 
the main idea being activity of some sort that gives evidence of a live church.

“God is a spirit (a spirit being) and seeketh such to worship him 
as do worship Him in spirit and in truth.” Without doubt, man’s 
first duty is to show in all sincerity respect and due reverence to his 
Creator. “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and him only 
shalt thou serve.” All this is in keeping with the first and greatest 
commandment.

On the other hand, “He gave himself lor us that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity and purify unto himself a people for his own 
possession, zealous of good works.” This is in keeping with the 
second great commandment. This second is much like the first, butO  ,

we are not to be like Abou Ben Adhem, who would excuse himself 
from the first on the ground of his observing the second.

Worship is both private and public. He who does not exercise 
himself in private devotions cannot offer unto God acceptable worship 
in public. And he who disrespects the second commandment offers 
God worship which He does not accept. “He that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen cannot love God, whom he hath not 
seen.”

If whatsoever we do in word or in deed, we do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, then “Whether we eat or drink, we do all to the 
glory of God,” and that translates our work, even our very lives into 
worship, “wholly, acceptable unto God, which is your spiritual
service.”

“A matter of indifference of what constitutes your activity God- 
ward, just so you are sincere?” Fallacy there, however popular the 
sentiment. “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but . . .” 
It will hardly be denied that the Lord has prescribed the acts of 
public worship, the worship of His assembly, and it is unbecoming 
of His people to seek to improve upon it. “Keep back thy” church 
“from presumptuous sins.” And may they “learn not to go beyond 
the things that are written.” “Obedience is better than sacrifice.” 
“The worship of God’s house is not for men’s entertainment; it is 
for God’s acceptance, approval and glory. It is not a thing of barter, 
is not something to be toyed with.

Nadab and Abilin thought it a matter of indifference whether 
they offered precisely what was prescribed in their worship. What 
they offered was not something in so many words forbidden. In their 
indifference they disregarded the principle involved, and God made 
an example of them and put the same on record for the benefit of
future worshippers. These two sons of Aaron disobeyed one time only.
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The  Great Divide

J. R. C.

In  Philippians 1:10 Christians are exhorted to “approve the 
things that are excellent.” The process of sorting out the good from 
the had is therein suggested, for in the margin we have an alternate 
reading: “distinguish the things that differ.” Christians should learn 
not to confuse things that belong in different categories.

In 2 Tim. 2:15 Paul puts it this way: “Study to show thyself ap
proved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” There is a proper division between 
good and evil, law and grace, baptism and sprinkling, the church and 
the kingdom, the throne of David and God’s eternal throne, and we 
Christians should learn to detect such distinctions. For example, if 
we are studying a future kingdom passage and apply it to the church, 
then we are failing to distinguish the things that differ. And so on.

In Hebrews 1:1, 2 we have what we like to think of as a great 
divide between the Old Testament and New Testament. This could 
well be the first lesson that a Bible student should learn as he launches 
forth in a study of the word. These verses might be arranged as 
follows for clearness:

G o d .  . . . S p a k e
]. in time past 1. in these last days
2. unto the fathers 2. unto us
3. by the prophets 3. by his Son

Ac cording to this passage the great divide between the Ο. T. and 
the N. T . lies where the Son began to speak. In Heb. 9:16, 17 the 
great divide is further pin-pointed. There we learn that before a 
testament can go into effect there must be the death of the testator. 
Thus the New Testament began with the death of Christ—the cross. 
There, at the cross, is the great divide.

But to pin-point it still further we note that the Lord Jesus ap
peared to His disciples after His resurrection and told them to tarry 
in Jerusalem until they were clothed with power from on high, that 
is, until the Holy Spirit came upon them. Then would they be His 
witnesses. Fifty days after His resurrection, on Pentecost (Acts 2), 
the Holy Spirit came and they began to witness. Technically the 
great divide between the Ο. T . and N. T. runs through the Pentecost 
of Acts 2. On that day the death, burial and resurrection of Christ 

first preached, which amounted to laying the foundation of the
307
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church (1 Cor. 3:11). On this day the church was born, cleansed by 
the blood and anointed by the Spirit.

All scripture on the Ο. T. side of the great divide was spoken 
directly to the fathers and on the N. T. side was spoken to us, yet 
the Ο. T. read in the light of the N. T . yields great spiritual blessings. 
Paul said it was able to make one wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. The four Gospels generate faith. The Acts 
gives us examples of conversion and the early history of the church. 
Idle epistles from Romans to Jude treat on the nature of Christianity 
and instruct the Christian on how to live for Christ: the Revelation is 
a book dealing largely with future things, picturing the terrible end 
of the wicked and the happy consummation of God's people.

K. C. MOSER’S ARTICLES

In this issue of Word and Work we give the fourth and last
installment of K. C. Moser’s pamphlet on “Are We Preaching The
Gospel?” We hope that you have read these articles carefully.
Brother Moser makes a clear distinction between law and grace, 
calling attention to the fact that many preaching brethren are
slighting the cross wherein lies the heart and core of the gospel and 
emphasizing instead a divine plan based on legal works. As a re
viewer of another of his works says: “In the minds of some the divine 
has been completely ruled out and salvation made a matter of human 
achievement—except that the plan was divinely given . . . Such 
teaching as that makes ‘void the grace of God’ (Gal. 2:21), perverts 
‘The gospel of the grace of God’ (Acts 20:24), makes Christ’s death 
useless (Gal. 2:21; 3:21), and counts His blood an unholy thing— 
except as it is reached by a perfect obedience, then it is not needed!”

In teaching salvation by the grace of God rather than by legal 
works, Brother Moser properly divides the word of truth, allowing 
the gospel its true New Testament emphasis. In this rather than in 
prophecy lies the basic difference between so-called prophecy brethren 
and their critics. If all of us had a clear conception of salvation by 
the grace of God and of the indwelling Holy Spirit and His work, 
as set forth in the New Testament and by Brother Moser, love and 
unity would triumph.

Brother Moser has written two excellent books, namely, “The Way 
of Salvation” and “The Gist of Romans.” G. C. Brewer wrote an 
excellent review on “The Way of Salvation” which appears in the 
first pages of the book. This review in itself is a beautiful testimony 
for justification by faith over against legalism. He agrees perfectly 
with Brother Brewer’s findings. This indicates to this writer that 
others besides writers and readers of Word and Work hold to a 
spiritual rather than legal concept of the gospel, and insofar as this 
is true the future for unity among brethren is bright, for a proper 
conception of the grace of God and the working and indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit produces love and unity.

In any case, we should place true New Testament emphasis on 
these precious truths for conscience sake, for this is the one and only
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g o s p e l  o f  G o d .  A ll  e lse  is a p e r v e r s io n  t h e r e o f .  B r o t h e r  B o l l  a n d  
h i s  c o l a b o r e r s  w e r e  r i g h t  in  g i v in g  u s  t h e  t r u e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  c o n 
c e p t  o f  th e  g o s p e l .  M a y  w e  n o t  l ig h t l y  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e  t h in g s  th e y  
h e ld  so d e a r .  M a y  w e  n o t  s u r r e n d e r  th e  g r o u n d  g a i n e d  b y  to i l  a n d  
s a cr i f ice  o f  o u r  o l d e r  b r e t h r e n ,  b o t h  l i v i n g  a n d  d e p a r te d .

S u c h  m e n  as B r o t h e r  M o s e r  a r e  p o i n t i n g  t h e  w a y  to  a b e t t e r  
d a y  fo r  G o d ’s p e o p le .  — J. R .  G.

Loving the Lord
W i l l i s  H .  A l l e n

T h e  L o r d  Jesu s  g a v e  us a s ig n i f i c a n t  t r u t h  w h e n  H e  sa id ,  “ I f  
a m a n  lo v e  m e  h e  w i l l  k e e p  m y w o r d s . ’’ O n e  o f  th e  m o s t  d if f icu l t  
tasks  a p r e a c h e r  h a s  th e s e  days is t h a t  o f  g e t t i n g  th o s e  w h o  h e a r  h i m  
t o  fa l l  in  lo v e  w i t h  Jesu s .  I f  h e  c a n  s u c c e e d  i n  t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  
d if f icu l t  to  g e t  th e m  to  o b e y  C h r i s t .

W h y  d o n ' t  p e o p l e  r e a d  t h e i r  B i b l e s  m o r e ?  Is  n o t  th e  r e a l  r e a s o n  
t h a t  th e y  l a c k  s u ff ic ie n t  lo v e  fo r  C h r i s t ?  W h e n  y o u  w e r e  f a r  f ro n t  
h o m e  a n d  r e c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  f r o m  y o u r  e a r t h l y  f a t h e r ,  y o u  o p e n e d  
i t  w i t h  d e l i g h t  a n d  r e a d  i t  w i th  jo y .  W h y ?  Y o u  lo v e d  y o u r  f a t h e r  
a n d  w e r e  e a g e r  to  re c e iv e  a m e s s a g e  f r o m  h i m .  T h e  B i b l e  is a  m e s sa g e  
t h a t  G o d  h a s  s e n t  d o w n  to  us, a n d  i t  w e  lo v e  H i m ,  w e  w i l l  w a n t  to  
l e a d  t h a t  m e ssa g e ,  a n d  a s s i m i l a te  i t .O 7

S o ,  a l s o  w e  e n jo y  t a l k i n g  w i t h  th o s e  w e  lo ve .  P r a y e r  is a m e a n s  
g i v e n  us o f  t a l k i n g  to  G o d .  I f  w e  lo v e  H i m ,  d o  w e  n o t  e n j o y  t a l k i n g  
to  H i m ?  A n d  th e  m o r e  w e  lo v e  C h r i s t ,  t h e  m o r e  w e  w i l l  W A N T  to  
t a lk  to  H i m .  W h a t  a p r i v i l e g e  w e  h a v e !

L o v e  a l s o  gives.  “ F o r  G o d  so lo v e d  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  h e  g a v e  . . 
( J o h n  3 : l f i ) . “ C h r i s t  lo v e d  us a n d  G A V E  h i m s e l f  f o r  u s ” ( E p h .  5 : 2 ) .  

A  b o y  e n jo y s  g i v in g  a  p r e s e n t  to  h is  s w e e th e a r t .  P a r e n t s  a n d  g r a n d 
p a r e n ts  a r e  n e v e r  h a p p i e r  t h a n  w h e n  g i v in g  g if ts  to  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  
g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  T h e  C h r i s t i a n  w h o  t r u ly  lo ves  C h r i s t  w i l l  n o t  
w i t h h o l d  t h a t  w h i c h  lo v e  s h o u l d  p r o m p t  h i m  to  g ive,  b u t  w i l l  g iv e  
l ib e r a l ly  a n d  c h e e r f u l l y .

A s  C h r i s t i a n s  w e a r e  m a r r i e d  to  C h r i s t .  N o  w i fe  w h o  t r u ly  
loves h e r  h u s b a n d  w i l l  k n o w in g l y  d o  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  s h a m e  
to  h i m  w h o s e  n a m e  s h e  b e a rs .  E v e r y  m e m b e r  o f  th e  c h u r c h  k n o w s  
t h a t  i f  h e  a t t e n d s  d a n c e s ,  lo a fs  in  p o o l  h a l l s  o r  d r i n k s  b e e r  in  ta v e rn s ,  
h e  is i n j u r i n g  th e  c h u r c h  a n d  b r i n g i n g  s h a m e  o n  C h r i s t ’s n a m e .  W e  
w i l l  n o t  d o  s u c h  th in g s  i f  w e lo v e  C h r i s t  as w e  s h o u ld .

T h e  g r e a t  n e e d  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  is L O V E  F O R  C H R I S T  .
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S o  S e n d  I Y o u

G o r d o n  R .  L i n s c o t t

T h e  G r e a t  C o m m i s s i o n  is s o m e t im e s  c a l l e d  “ t h e  m a r c h i n g  
o r d e r s  o f  th e  C h u r c h . ” A s  r e c o r d e d  b y  M a t t h e w  a n d  M a r k ,  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  m i g h t  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  to  b e  j u s t  a se t  o f  o r d e r s  
a n d  l i t t l e  m o r e .  H o w e v e r ,  J o h n  g iv e s  a n  e n t i r e ly  d i f f e r e n t  v e rs io n  
o f  i t  ( 2 0 : 2 1 - 2 3 ) :  “ P e a c e  b e  u n t o  y o u :  as t h e  F a t h e r  h a t h  s e n t  m e ,
e v e n  so sen d  I y o u .  A n d  w h e n  h e  h a d  sa id  th is ,  h e  b r e a t h e d  o n  
t h e m ,  a n d  s a i th  u n t o  th e m ,  R e c e i v e  ye t h e  H o ly  S p i r i t :  w h o s e  s o e v e r  
s in s  ye fo rg iv e ,  th e y  a r e  f o r g iv e n  u n t o  t h e m ;  w h o s e  s o e v e r  s in s  ye 
r e t a i n ,  th e y  a r e  r e t a i n e d . ”

J h is  s t a t e m e n t  is an  i n v i t a t i o n  to  s h a r e  in  G o d ’s w o r k ,  m o r e  
t h a n  i t  is a set  o f  o r d e r s  to  g o  a n d  to  do .  T h e  e m p h a s i s  is u p o n  
th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  us a n d  o u r  L o r d  in  th i s  w o r k  . . . th e  r e 
l a t i o n s h i p  w h i c h  is th e  v i ta l  s o u r c e  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  p o w e r  fo r  
t h e  task  to  b e  d o n e .  Ju s t  w h a t  is th is  r e l a t io n s h i p ?

“A s t h e  F a t h e r  h a t h  s e n t  m e ,  e v e n  so s e n d  I  y o u . ” F o r  t h e  S o n ,  
i t  w as e n o u g h  to  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  b l o o d  o f  b u l l s  a n d  g o a ts  c o u l d  n o t  
ta k e  a w a y  sins.  H is  r e s p o n s e  w as  v o lu n t a r y  a n d  i m m e d i a t e ,  “ T o ,  
I a m  c o m e  to  d o  th y  w i l l ,  O  G o d . ” T h e  k e y n o t e  o f  th e  e n t i r e  l i fe  
a n d  m in is t r y  o f  t h e  L o r d  Jesu s  w as H is  r e a d y  s u b m i s s i o n  to  t h e  w i l l  
o f th e  F a t h e r .  H o w  o f t e n  H e  r e fu s e d  to  t a k e  c r e d i t  fo r  H is  w o n d e r f u l  
w o rd s  a n d  w o rk s !  “ T h e  S o n  c a n  d o  n o t h i n g  o f  h i m s e l f  . . . ” O u t  
o f  a h e a r t  p e r fe c t ly  a t t u n e d  to  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  F a t h e r ,  H e  a c c o m 
p l is h e d  t h e  w o r k  H e  w as  s e n t  to  do.

H o w  d i f f e r e n t  w as J o n a h  . . . e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  fish e p is o d e !  H e  
w e n t ,  h e  d id  . . .  h e  f a i t h f u l l y  d is c h a r g e d  h i s  d u ty .  B u t  h e  f a i l e d  to  
r e a l ly  e n t e r  i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  G o d  i n  h is  m is s io n .  W h e n  N i n e 
v eh  w a s n ’t d e s tro y e d ,  J o n a h  p o u te d .  H e  h a d  b e e n  a t o o l  o f  G o d ,  
b u t  n o t  a p a r t n e r  i n  H is  w o r k .  H e  h a d  n o  r e a l  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  t h e  
l o v i n g  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  h e a r t  t h a t  h a d  s e n t  h i m .

T o o  m a n y  C h r i s t i a n s —p e r h a p s  e v e n  m i s s i o n a r i e s —a r e  “s e n t ” 
as J o n a h  was. I t  is o u r  p r i v i l e g e  to  b e  s e n t  as w as t h e  S o n .  N o t  
s e r v a n ts ,  w h o  k n o w  n o t  w h a t  t h e i r  m a s t e r  d o es ,  b u t  f r i e n d s  w h o  
s h a r e  t h e  i n t i m a t e  s ec re ts  o f  o u r  L o r d .  D u r i n g  t h e  w a r  t h e r e  w e r e  
m a n y  m e n  in  t h e  a r m e d  serv ic es  w h o  f a i t h f u l l y  a n d  e f f ic ien t ly  h a n d l e d  
m essa g es  o f  u t m o s t  s ecrecy  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e —b u t  th e y  n e v e r  k n e w  
t h e i r  c o n t e n t s ,  f o r  th e y  w e r e  in  c o d e !  M e r e  m e s s a g e -h a n d le r s !  T h e y  
h a d  n o t h i n g  to  d o  w i t h  o r i g i n a t i n g  t h a t  i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  n o r  
w i th  i n t e r p r e t i n g  a n d  u s i n g  it .
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W e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  “ m e s s a g e -h a n d le r s .” W e  h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  a 
m e ssa g e .  W e  h a v e  m o r e  t i ta n  a c o m m i s s i o n .  W e  a r e  p a r t n e r s  w i th  
H i m  w h o  o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  m e s s a g e —t h e  F a t h e r .  W e  a r e  p a r t n e r s  w i t h  
H i n t  w h o  is th e  m e s s a g e —t h e  L o r d  Je s u s  C h r i s t .  A n d  w e  a r e  p a r t n e r s  
w i t h  H i n t  w h o  e x e c u t e s  it  u p o n  th e  e a r t h —t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  W e  a re  
G o d ’s f e l lo w -w o r k e r s  . . . s h a r i n g  H is  lo v e  to  a d y in g  w o r ld .

ARE WE PREACHING THE GOSPEL? - IV
K. C. M o s e r  ( r e p r i n t )

Two Errors Noticed
T w o  e r r o r s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  b y  s o m e  te a c h e r s  w h o  s tress  t h e  

d o c t r i n e  o f  s a lv a t i o n  by  g r a c e .  I  r e f e r  to  th o s e  w h o  t e a c h  t h a t  s in ce  
s a lv a t i o n  is by g r a c e  it  is U N C O N D I T I O N A L .  T h a t  n o t  e v e n  f a i t h  
is a c o n d i t i o n  o f  s a lv a t io n .  O t h e r s  c o n t e n d  t h a t  s a lv a t i o n  “ b y  g r a c e  
t h r o u g h  f a i t h ” e x c lu d e s  b a p t i s m  as a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  s a lv a t io n .  L e t  us  
n o t i c e  th e s e  p o s i t io n s  in  t h e  o r d e r  n a m e d .

T o  m a k e  s a lv a t i o n  U N C O N D I T I O N A L  b e c a u s e  i t  is by  g r a c e  
is as u n r e a s o n a b l e  as to  c o n d i t i o n  i t  u p o n  w o rk s .  F o r  a  g i f t  m u s t  
b e  A C C E P T E D  as c e r t a i n l y  as it  m u s t  N O T  B E  P A I D  F O R .  S o m e 
t h i n g  F O R C E D  u p o n  o n e  is n o t  a g i f t ,  b u t  a n  I M P O S I T I O N .  B u t  
i f  s a lv a t i o n  is u n c o n d i t i o n a l  i t  is s o m e t h i n g  fo r c e d .  M a n ’s w i l l in g n e s s  
to  re c e iv e  s a lv a t i o n  is i m p l i e d  as a  n e c e s s i ty  o n  m o s t  e v er y  p a g e  o f  
t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t .  Jesu s  sa id ,  “ Y e  w i l l  n o t  c o m e  to  m e  t h a t  ye 
m i g h t  h a v e  l i f e . ” T h e  g o s p e l  i n v i t a t i o n  is to  “ W h o s o e v e r  w i l l ” 
c o m e .  P a ss a g e s  to o  n u m e r o u s  to  m e n t i o n  m a k e  s a lv a t i o n  c o n d i 
t i o n a l .  E v e n  J o h n  3 : 1 6  a n d  E p h .  2 : 8  m a k e  s a lv a t i o n  c o n d i t i o n a l  
o n  f a i t h .  A n d  th e s e  s c r ip t u r e s  a r e  fu l l  o f  G R A C E .

L ik e w is e  to  e x c l u d e  b a p t i s m  “ i n  th e  n a m e  o f  Jesu s  C h r i s t ” m a n i 
fests  a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  M E A N I N G  o f  b a p t i s m .  W h e t h e r  
οι n o t  o n e  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  r e a s o n ,  b a p t i s m  h a s  c e r t a i n l y  b e e n  
a s s o c ia te d  w i t h  b o t h  r e p e n t a n c e  a n d  f a i t h  as a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  s a lv a t io n .  
S e e  M a r k  1 6 :1 6  a n d  A c ts  2 : 3 8 .  T h o s e  w h o  e x c lu d e  b a p t i s m  as a 
j o i n t  c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  r e p e n t a n c e  a n d  f a i t h  a r e  c o n s c io u s  o f  a d if f icu l ty  
to  e x p l a i n  t h e  a b o v e  a n d  o t h e r  s c r ip tu r e s .  M u c h  e f fo r t  o n  t h e i r  
p a r t  p r o v e s  th is .

N o t  m u c h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  th e  M E A N I N G  o f  
b a p t i s m  by e i t h e r  s id e  o f  th e  d is c u s s io n .  L e t  us d is c o v e r  its  m e a n in g .  
T h e n ,  a n d  o n ly  t h e n ,  is it  p o s s ib le  to  U N D E R S T A N D  th e  p la c e  
a s s ig n ed  i t  i n  t h e  s c r ip tu r e s .

T o  i l l u s t r a t e ,  l e t  us s tu d y  J o h n ’s b a p t i s m .  H is  w as a “ b a p t i s m  
o f  r e p e n t a n c e . ” M a r k  says, “ J o h n  c a m e  . . . a n d  p r e a c h e d  t h e  b a p 
t ism  o f  r e p e n t a n c e  u n t o  r e m is s i o n  o f  s in s ” ( M a r k  1 : 4 ) .  B y  d iv in e  
a u t h o r i t y  b a p t i s m  a n d  r e p e n t a n c e  a r e  jo i n e d .  T h u s  jo i n e d  th e y  a r e  
sa id  to  b e  “ u n t o  r e m is s io n  o f  s in s .” T h e y  w e r e  n o t  t o  b e  s e p a r a te d .  
E v e r y  p e n i t e n t  p e r s o n  w as to  r e c e iv e  b a p t i s m ,  a n d  e v ery  o n e  b a p t iz e d  
m u s t  b e  p e n i t e n t .  J o h n ’s b a p t i s m  w as th e  E M B O D I M E N T  o f  r e 
p e n t a n c e  O U T W A R D L Y  E X P R E S S E D .  A n d  r e m is s i o n  w as n o t



c o n d i t i o n e d  o n  r e p e n t a n c e  s im p ly ,  o r  o n  b a p t i s m  a l o n e ,  o r  vet on  
r e p e n t a n c e  A N D  b a p t i s m  s im p ly ,  b u t  o n  a “ b a p t i s m  o f  r e p e n t a n c e . ” 
“ B a p t i s m  o f  r e p e n t a n c e ” is o n e  id e a ,  n o t  tw o .  N o  m e n t i o n  is m a d e  o f  
o n e  r e c e iv i n g  a n y  b le s s in g  w h o  h a d  n o t  b e e n  b a p t i z e d  b u t  w h o  h a d  
r e p e n t e d .  N o t  to  b e  b a p t i z e d  m e a n t  i m p e n i t e n c e  ju s t  as c e r t a in ly  
as p e n i t e n c e  s ig n i f ie d  b a p t i s m .

Ju s t  so, u n d e r  C h r i s t ,  b a p t i s m  is t h e  E M B O D I M E N T  o f  b o t h  
r e p e n t a n c e  a n d  f a i th .  S t a n d i n g  in  th is  r e l a t i o n  to  F A I T H ,  b a p t i s m  
c a n n o t  b e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  G R A C E .  R e a d  M a r k  1 6 : 1 5 ,  16 ,  a n d  
n o t e  th e s e  fac ts :  T h e  t h i n g  to  b e  p r e a c h e d  is t h e  G O S P E L .  T h e
g o s p e l  is G o d ’s p o w e r  to  save  t h e  b e l i e v e r ;  i t  is t h e  G R A C E  o f  G o d .  
A l o n g  w i t h  f a i t h ,  b a p t i s m  is n a m e d  as a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  s a lv a t i o n .  I f  
b a p t i s m  as to  its m e a n i n g  is i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  F A I T H  a n d  G R A C E  
it w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  th u s  a s s o c ia te d  w i th  f a i t h .  T h e  o n l y  w ay  to  
d is p o se  o f  th is  p assag e  as f a v o r in g  b a p t i s m  as a c o n d i t i o n  o f  s a lv a t io n  
is to  r e j e c t  i t  as o f  c a n o n i c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  t h e  s c h o la r s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
r u le d  a g a i n s t  s u c h  a n  e f fo r t .  I f  t h e  p a ssa g e  d id  N O T  c o n t a i n  th e  
w o rd  b a p t i s m  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n s  w h o  n o w  try  to  p r o v e  its  l a c k  o f  
c a n o n i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  w o u l d  b e  s t o u t ly  d e f e n d i n g  i t .  S u c h  is th e  p a r t i 
s a n  s p ir i t .

“ B u t  w h e n  th e y  b e l i e v e d  P h i l i p  p r e a c h i n g  g o o d  t id in g s  c o n 
c e r n i n g  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d  a n d  t h e  n a m e  o f  Je su s  C h r i s t ,  th e y  w e r e  
b a p t iz e d ,  b o t h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n ” (A cts  8 : 1 2 ) .  I t  is s t r o n g ly  i m p l i e d  
t h a t  b a p t i s m  fo l lo w e d  as a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h .  F o r  th e y  
w e re  b a p t i z e d  “ w h e n  th e y  b e l i e v e d . ” B u t  th e y  b e l i e v e d  t h e  ’ ’g o o d  
t i d i n g s ” o r  g o s p e l  p r e a c h e d  b y  P h i l i p .  B a p t i s m ,  t h e n ,  c a n n o t  b e  
i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i th  t h e  g o s p e l .  N o t e  th is  f a c t :  I f  b a p t i s m  is to  b e  
r e j e c t e d  as a c o n d i t i o n  o f  s a lv a t i o n  b e c a u s e  it  is i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  
f a i t h ,  g r a c e ,  o r  g o s p e l ,  it w o u l d  n e i t h e r  P R E C E D E  n o r  S U C C E E D  
s a lv a t io n .  I T  S I M P L Y  W O U L D  H A V E  N E V E R  B E E N  M E N - 
T I O N E D !  W o r k s  o f  m e r i t  t h a t  b e l o n g  to  la w  a r e  n o t  g iv e n  a p l a c e  
in  C h r i s t i a n i t y  e i t h e r  B E F O R E  o r  A F T E R  s a lv a t i o n .  W e  h a v e  
s h o w n  t h a t  la w  a n d  its a c c o m p a n i m e n t s  h a v e  n o  p la c e  w i t h  g r a c e  
a n d  its a c c o m p a n i m e n t s .  B u t  b a p t i s m  h a s  n o t  o n ly  b e e n  a s s ig n e d  a 
p l a c e  u n d e r  C h r i s t ,  its p la c e  is in  c lo s e  a s s o c ia t io n  w i th  F A I T H ,  T H E  
N A T U R A L  A C C O M P A N I M E N T  O F  G R A C E .

N o t e  t h e  n e x t  v erse :  “A n d  S i m o n  a ls o  h i m s e l f  b e l i e v e d :  a n d
b e in g  b a p t i z e d , ” e tc .  I t  is n o t  d if f icu l t  to  see  a r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
S i m o n ’s f a i t h  a n d  his b a p t i s m .  O n e  m o r e  s c r i p t u r e  m u s t  suffice o n  
th is  p o i n t .

“ F o r  ye a r e  a l l  son s o f  G o d ,  t h r o u g h  f a i t h ,  in  C h r i s t  Jesu s.  F o r  
as m a n y  o f  y o u  as w e r e  b a p t iz e d  in to  C h r i s t  d id  p u t  o n  C h r i s t ” (G a l .  
5 : 2 6 ,  2 7 ) .  S o n s h ip  is t h r o u g h  F A I T H  i n  C h r i s t .  C o n f i r m a t o r y  o f  
th is  f a c t  is t h a t  a l l  w h o  w e r e  “ b a p t iz e d  i n t o  C h r i s t  d id  p u t  o n  C h r i s t . ” 
N o t e  t h e  w o rd s ,  “ b a p t i z e d  i n t o  C h r i s t . ” “ I n t o ” s ig n if ie s  s o m e  k i n d  o f  
R E L A T I O N S H I P .  T h i s  m u c h  m u s t  b e  a d m i t t e d .  R i g h t  n o w  1 a m  
n o t  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  j u s t  w h a t  r e l a t i o n  is e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  p r e p o 
s i t io n .  T h a t  i t  d o es  e x p r e s s  r e l a t i o n  is e n o u g h .  B u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
is b e t w e e n  B A P T I S M  a n d  C H R I S T .  T h e  M E A N I N G  o f  b a p t i s m ,
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t h e r e f o r e ,  c a n n o t  b e  a n t a g o n i s t i c  to o r  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i th  C h r i s t ,  
t h e n  it  c e r t a in ly  c a n n o t  b e  so w i th  G R A C E  a n d F A I T H .  C a n  
W O R K S  O F  M E R I T  p o s s ib ly  s u s ta in  a n  A G R E E A B L E  R E L A T I O N 
S H I P  to  C h r i s t ?  N o t  w h i l e  th e  w o r l d  s ta n d s !  T h e y  a r e  n a t u r a l  
o p p o s i t e s  to  C h r i s t  a n d  H is  w o r k  o f  r e d e m p t i o n .  C a n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
b a p t i s m  b e  a w o r k  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s  in  t h e  l e g a l i s t i c  sense?  I t  c a n n o t  
b e !  I f  b a p t i s m ,  t h e n ,  is f o u n d  to  b e  A G R E E A B L E  to  G R A C E  a n d  
F A I T H  it c a n  b e  n a m e d  as  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  s a lv a t i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  fa i th .  
T h e  s ig n i f i c a n t  fa c t  is, i t  H A S  B E E N  S O  N A M E D .  S in c e  i t  is 
w i t h o u t  d o u b t  n a m e d  a l o n g  w ith  f a i t h  as a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  s a lv a t i o n  
a n d  s in c e  i t  is, as to  m e a n i n g ,  a g r e e a b l e  to  f a i t h ,  w h a t  s e r io u s  o b j e c 
t i o n  c a n  b e  o f fe r e d  a g a i n s t  it? I  le a v e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  th e  H O N E S T  
a n d  C A P A B L E  s t u d e n t  to  a n s w e r .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  b a p t i s m  b e i n g  t h e  e m b o d i m e n t  o f  r e p e n t a n c e  an t i  
f a i t h , it h as  n o  m e a n i n g  o r  p l a c e  A P A R T  F R O M  T H E M  B O T H .  
B u t  h a v i n g  s u c h  a m is s io n  i t  c a n  b e  le f t  to  fi ll  t h e  p l a c e  a s s ig n e d  i t  
in  th e  s c r ip t u r e s  w i t h o u t  d o i n g  a n y  v io l e n c e  to  “ th e  t r u t h  o f  th e  
g o s p e l .” B a p t i s m  is n o  i n t r u d e r  f r o m  th e  r a n k s  o f  le g a l is m .

C O N C L U D I N G  R E M A R K S

S im p ly  to  p r e a c h  S O M E T H I N G  is n o t  to  fu l f i l l  o u r  o b l i g a t i o n .  
E v e r y  p r e a c h e r  s h o u ld  f e e l  as d id  P a u l ,  w h o  sa id ,  “ F o r  w o e  is u n t o  
m e ,  i f  1 p r e a c h  n o t  t h e  g o s p e l .” T o  p r e a c h  “ a n o t h e r  g o s p e l ” o r  to  
“ p e r v e r t  th e  g o s p e l  o f  C h r i s t ” m e a n s  c o n d e m n a t i o n .  H e n c e  i t  s h o u ld  
b e  o u r  a i m  to  p r e a c h  t h e  g o s p e l  a n d  to  k e e p  i t  p u r e ;  to  k e e p  i t  fre e  
o f  a l l  fo r e ig n  d o c t r i n e s  a n d  id eas ;  to  p r e a c h  i t  as g r a c e  a n d  n o t  as 
l a w ;  to  b e  e x c e e d i n g ly  z e a lo u s  to  p r e s e r v e  u n d i s t u r b e d  e v ery  c h a r 
a c te r is t i c .

T o  th is  e n d  g r e a t  c a r e  s h o u l d  b e  ta k e n  in  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  c o n 
d i t i o n s  o f  s a lv a t io n .  M a n  is n a t u r a l l y  i n c l i n e d  t o w a r d  le g a l is m ,  
a n d  i t  is easy to  le a v e  t h e  im p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s a lv a t i o n  
a r e  m e r e ly  s o m e t h i n g  to  b e  c lo n e  in  e x c h a n g e  f o r  w h i c h  o n e  w i l l  b e  
saved .  T h e i r  R E L A T I O N  T O  C H R I S T  C R U C I F I E D  s h o u l d  b e  
c o n s t a n t l y  c a l l e d  to  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p le .  T o  g iv e  t h e  M E A N 
I N G  o f  f a i t h ,  r e p e n t a n c e ,  c o n fe s s io n ,  a n d  b a p t i s m  is as i m p o r t a n t  
as s im p ly  to  n a m e  t h e m .

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  in o r d e r  to  p r e s e r v e  th e  p u r i ty  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  i t  is 
n ecessary  to  e x p l a i n  t h e  M E A N I N G  o f  fa i t h .  F a i t h ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  h a s  
C h r i s t  as m a n ’s s in -b e a r e r  a n d  s in -o f fe r in g  as its  o b je c t .  B u t  u n le s s  
o n e ’s a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  th is  S a v i o r  is t h e  c o r r e c t  o n e ,  h e  d o es  n o t  
r e a l ly  h a v e  f a i t h  in H im .  F a i t h  in  C h r i s t  m e a n s ,  n e g a t iv e ly ,  th e  r e 
n u n c i a t i o n  o f  se l f  a n d  o f  a n y  c l a i m  to  h u m a n  m e r i t .  F a i t h  in  C h r i s t  
c a n  o n ly  f o l lo w  a c o n v i c t i o n  o f  s in  a n d  a sen se  o f  c o n d e m n a t i o n .  
F a i t h ,  p o s i t iv e ly ,  is th e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  a lo s t  so u l ,  c o n s c io u s  o f  its  c o n 
d e m n a t i o n ,  r e a c h i n g  o u t  f o r  a S a v io r  ( R o m .  7 : 2 4 ) .  A n d  t h o u g h  
to  b e l i e v e  is s o m e t h i n g  fo r  m a n  to  d o ,  y e t  th i s  d o in g ,  th is  b e l i e v in g ,  
m e a n s  t h a t  m a n  h as  n o  m e r i t ,  a n d t h a t  m e r e ly  d o i n g  g o o d  c a n n o t  
c a m  s a lv a t io n .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s,  w h a t  o n e  D O E S  to  b e  s a v e d  r e a l ly  
m e a n s  th a t  as a m e r e  m a n  h e  c a n  D O  n o t h i n g  to  b e  saved .  B e l i e v i n g
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LIT T LE THINGS
“ L i t t l e  w o r d s  a r e  t h e  sw e ete s t  

to  h e a r ;  l i t t l e  c h a r i t i e s  fly th e  
fa r th e s t ,  a n d  stay  lo n g e s t  o n  t h e  
w in g ;  l i t t l e  la k e s  a r e  t h e  s t i l le s t ;  
l i t t l e  h e a r t s  a r e  th e  fu l le s t ,  a n d  
l i t t l e  f a r m s  a r e  t h e  b e s t  t i l l e d .  
L i t t l e  b o o k s  a r e  r e a d  t h e  m o s t ,  
a n d  l i t t l e  so n g s  t h e  d e a r e s t  lo v e d .  
A n d  w h e n  n a t u r e  w o u l d  m a k e  
a n y t h i n g  e s p e c ia l ly  r a r e  a n d  b e a u 
t i fu l ,  sh e  m a k e s  i t  l i t t l e :  l i t t l e  
p e a r ls ,  l i t t l e  d ia m o n d s ,  l i t t l e  dew s. 
A g a r ’s is a m o d e l  p r a y e r ,  b u t  t h e n  
i t  is a l i t t l e  o n e ,  a n d  t h e  b u r d e n  
o f  th e  p e t i t i o n  is f o r  b u t  l i t t l e .  
T h e  S e r m o n  o n  t h e  M o u n t  is 
l i t t l e ,  b u t  t h e  la st  d e d i c a t i o n  d is 
c o u r s e  w as  a n  h o u r  lo n g .  L i f e  
is m a d e  u p  o f  l i t t l e s ;  d ay  is m a d e  
u p  o f  l i t t l e  b e a m s ,  a n d  n i g h t  is 
g l o r i o u s  w i t h  l i t t l e  s ta r s .”

D o n ’t w a i t  f o r  s o m e  g r e a t  t h i n g  
to  do .  D o  t h e  l i t t l e  th i n g s  a t  
h a n d .  R e a d  y o u r  B i b l e ,  p ra y ,  
g o  to  c h u r c h ,  g iv e  a h e l p i n g  h a n d  
to  s o m e o n e  w h o  n e e d s  i t ,  s p e a k  
a k i n d  w o rd .  I f  y o u  c a n ’t g iv e  
d o l la r s  to  h e l p  a  ca u s e ,  g iv e  d im e s .  
Jesu s  c o m m e n d e d  t h e  w o m a n  fo r  
“ sh e  d id  w h a t  s h e  c o u l d . ” D e 
sp ise  n o t  t h e  d ay  o f  s m a l l  th in g s .

—O r m s b y  B u l l e t i n .  

WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST?

Y O U T H :  T o o  h a p p y  to  t h i n k -  
t i m e  e n o u g h  yet.

M A N H O O D :  T o o  b u s y  to  t h i n k  
—m o r e  m o n e y  first.

M A T U R I T Y :  T o o  a n x i o u s  to
t h i n k —W o r r y  o v e r  w o r k .

O L D  A G E :  T o o  a g e d  to  t h i n k -
f ix e d  h a b i t s .

A T  D E A T H :  T o o  l a t e  to  t h i n k .  
E T E R N I T Y :  F o r e v e r  to  t h i n k !

“IF WE CONFESS”
T h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  a g r e a t  s ta te  

v is i te d  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  a n d  a d 
dressed th e  in m a t e s .  H e  s ta te d  
t h a t  a f t e r  th e  m e e t i n g ,  h e  w o u ld  
l i n g e r  a n d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  in te r -
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view s. H e  p r o m is e d  t h a t  h e  
w o u ld  l is te n  in  c o n f id e n c e  to  a n y  
c o n v ic t ,  a n d  t h a t  n o t h i n g  a m a n  
m i g h t  say w o u l d b e  u s e d  a g a in s t  
h i m .  W h e n  t h e  s er v ic e  w as  o ver ,  
a la r g e  g r o u p  r e m a i n e d ,  m a n y  o f  
th e m  l i fe  t e r m e r s .  O n e  b y  o n e  
th e y  p o u r e d  o u t  t h e i r  ta le s :  o n e  
w as  t h e r e  t h r o u g h  a “ f r a m e - u p ” ; 
a n o t h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  a  j u d i c i a l  b l u n 
d e r ;  n e a r ly  a l l  w e r e  v ic t i m s  o f  
i n ju s t i c e .  A t  la s t  a m a n  sa id  
h u m b l y :  “ M r .  G o v e r n o r ,  I  a m
g u i l ty .  I  d id  w h a t  t h e y  s e n t  m e  
h e r e  fo r .  B u t  I  b e l i e v e  I  h a v e  
p a i d  fo r  it , a n d  if  I  w e r e  fr e e d ,  I  
w o u l d  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  in  m y  p o w e r  
to  p r o v e  m y s e l f  w o r t h y  o f  y o u r  
m e r c y . ” H e  a l o n e  w as p a r d o n e d !

The Importance of Tracts

T r a c ts  c a n  g o  e v e r y w h e r e .  
T r a c t s  k n o w  n o  fe a r .  T r a c t s  n e v 
e r  t i re .  T r a c t s  c a n  b e  m u l t i p l i e d  
w i t h o u t  e n d  b y  th e  p ress .  T r a c t s  
c a n  t r a v e l  a t  l i t t l e  e x p e n s e .  T h e y  
r u n  u p  a n d  d o w n  l ik e  t h e  a n g e ls  
o f  G o d ,  b le s s in g  a l l ,  g i v i n g  to  a l l ,  
a n d  a s k i n g  n o  g i f t  in  r e t u r n .  
T h e y  c a n  t a l k  to  o n e  as  w e l l  as 

to  a m u l t i t u d e ;  a n d  to  a m u l t i 
t u d e  as w e l l  as to  o n e .  T h e y  r e 
q u i r e  n o  p u b l i c  r o o m  to  g iv e  t h e i r  
m e s s a g e  i n :  th e y  c a n  te l l  i t  i n  t h e  
k i t c h e n  o r  in  t h e  s to r e ,  t h e  p a r l o r  
o r  t h e  w o r k s h o p ,  in  t h e  r a i lw a y  
c a r  o r  i n  t h e  b u s ,  o n  t h e  b r o a d  
h ig h w a y ,  o r  i n  t h e  f o o t p a t h  
t h r o u g h  t h e  fields.  T h e y  t a k e  n o  
n o t e  o f  s c o ffs, o f  j e e r s ,  o r  t a u n ts .  
N o  o n e  c a n  b e t r a y  t h e m  i n t o  
h a s ty  o r  r a n d o m  e x p r e s s io n s .  
T h o u g h  th e y  w i l l  n o t  a lw a y s  a n 
sw e r  q u e s t io n s ,  t h e y  w i l l  te l l  t h e i r  
s to ry  tw ice ,  th r i c e ,  o r  f o u r  t im e s  
o v e r  i f  y o u  w ish  t h e m  to .  A n d  
th e y  c a n  b e  m a d e  to  s p e a k  w ise ly  
a n d  w e l l  o n  e v ery  s u b je c t .  T h e y  
c a n ,  in  s h o r t ,  b e  m a d e  v e h ic le s  
of a l l  t r u t h ,  t e a c h e r s  o f  a l l  c lasses,  
b e n e f a c t o r s  o f a l l  la n d s .
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FROM THE PEN OF R. H. BOLL

THE QUESTION OF ETERNAL SECURITY
FALLING FROM GRACE

T h e r e  a r e  p assag es  in  th e  w o rd  ο  I G o d  w h ic h ,  t a k e n  b y  t h e m 
selves,  m a k e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ’s k e e p i n g  a n d  d e s t in y  
is w h o l ly  in  G o d ’s h a n d s ,  a n d  th a t  H e  w h o  is f a i t h f u l  w i l l  see  us 
s u re ly  a n d  sa fe ly  t h r o u g h .  T h e r e  a re  p assag es  o n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
w h ic h ,  t a k e n  u n r e l a t e d ,  t e a c h  t h a t  th e  m a t t e r  is w h o l ly  i n  o u r  h a n d s ,  
a n d  t h a t  o u r  u l t i m a t e  s a lv a t io n  is c o r r e s p o n d i n g ly  p r o b l e m a t i c a l .  I t  
is t h e  s e c ta r ia n  w ay  to  ta k e  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  w i n g  o f  d o c t r i n e  a n d  
h o l d  i t  u p  as t h e  B i b l e - t r u t h ,  w h i le  ig n o r in g ,  o r  “e x p l a i n i n g  a w a y ’’ 
t h e  s e e m in g ly  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  passages.  I t  is t h e  C h r i s t i a n ’s w ay  (o r  
s h o u ld  b e )  to  t a k e  b o t h  s id es  in  r e l a t i o n  to  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  to  g iv e  
to  e a c h  its  d u e  w e i g h t  o f  m e a n i n g ,  a n d  to  seek  fo r  t h e  c o m m o n  b a s is  
o f  h a r m o n y  w h i c h  b e lo n g s  to  b o t h .  A l l  o p p o s i t e  e r r o r s  (as o n e  h a t h  
s a id )  a r e  b o l t e d  t o g e t h e r  a n d  r e v o lv e  a r o u n d  a c o m m o n  c e n t e r .  A n d  
th e  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t e a c h in g s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  o n  w h e t h e r  a 
C h r i s t i a n  c a n  o r  c a n n o t  “ f a l l  f r o m  g r a c e ” a r e  b u t  th e  tw o  s id es  o f  
th e  s a m e  t r u t h .  A l l  t h a t  G o d  h a s  s a id  is t r u e .  N o t h i n g  o f  i t  is to  b e  
n u l l i f ie d ,  o r  so o ffs e t  by  s o m e t h i n g  G o d  h a s  s a id  e l s e w h e r e  as to  
w i p e  o u t  th e  m e a n in g .  I f  a n y w h e r e  G o d  says t h a t  H e  k e e p s  us, it 
is so. I f  in  a n y  p la c e  H e  says w e m u s t  k e e p  o u r s e lv e s ,  it is so. I f  I  
c a n  d is c o v e r  t h e  h i d d e n  h a r m o n y  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s —g o o d .  I f  
n o t ,  I  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  to  say to  t h e  f a i n t  o f  h e a r t ,  “ F e a r  n o t ,  G o d  w i l l  
see  y o u  t h r o u g h ” ; a n d  to  th e  c a re le s s  a n d  s e l f - c o n f id e n t ,  “ L e t  h i m  
t h a t  t h i n k e t h  h e  s t a n d e t h  ta k e  h e e d  lest  h e  f a l l . ” F o r  “ I  b e l i e v e  G o d  
t h a t  i t  s h a l l  b e  e v e n  so as i t  h a t h  b e e n  s p o k e n . ”

GOD KEEPS HIS OWN
L e t  us g e t  th is  fa c t ,  first  a n d  f i r m ly :  G od  keep s H is p eo p le . 

I f  i t  w e r e  n o t  so I c o u l d  h a v e  n o  c o u r a g e  to  i n d u c e  a n y o n e  to  s ta r t  
o u t  it) th e  C h r i s t i a n  l i fe .  L o o k i n g  b a c k  o v e r  th e  years  I a m  d im ly  
a w a r e  o f  th e  u n n u m b e r e d  s n a re s  a n d  p i t f a l l s  a l o n g  t h e  w ay ,  a n d  
h o w  I  h a v e  e s c a p e d  m a n y  o f  t h e m  a l m o s t  m i r a c u l o u s l y .  A  t h o u s a n d  
d a n g e r s  l u r k  o n  t h e  r o a d .  I t  is e a sy —a h ,  so easy , to  s l ip  aw ay .  T h e  
c h a n c e s  a r e  i n f i n i te .  T h e  d if f icu l t ie s  a r e  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e .  W h a t  
w i t h  t h e  c u n n i n g  c r a f t in e s s  o f  S a t a n ,  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  flesh, 
th e  w ile s  o f  e r r o r ,  t h e  d e c e i t  o f  u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  t h e  t r ia ls ,  a n d  d r a w 
b a c k s .  a n d  s t u m b l i n g - b l o c k s  t h a t  a w a i t —t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  o f  t h e  C h r i s 
t ia n  l i f e  is s u p e r h u m a n .  Y e t  m e n  o f  t h e  w e a k e s t  typ es  h a v e  f o u g h t  
t h a t  g o o d  f ig h t  a n d  f in is h e d  t h e i r  c o u r s e  t r i u m p h a n t l y .  W h e n  1 
see a "ship  s k i l l f u l l y  a n d  s a fe ly  t h r e a d i n g  its w ay  t h r o u g h  a  d a n g e r o u s  
c h a n n e l ,  w h e r e  a l i t t l e  s w e r v in g  to  th e  o n e  s id e  o r  th e  o t h e r  m e a n s  
d isaster ,  1 k n o w  t h a t  a p i l o t  is a t  t h e  h e l m  w h o  k n o w s  h is  b u s in e ss .  
W h e n  I see in  th e  m i d s t  o f  a c r o o k e d  a n d  p e r v e r s e  g e n e r a t i o n  h u m b l e  
m e n  a n d  w o m e n ,  w a l k i n g  in  t r u t h  a n d  lo ve ,  I  k n o w  t h a t  a  P o w e r  
b e y o n d  t h e i r  o w n  is h o l d i n g  t h e i r  h a n d s  a n d  k e e p i n g  t h e i r  fe e t .  I t



m a y  n o t  b e  n o t i c e a b l e  to  ns in  a n y  o n e  d ay  o r  h o u r —b u t  w h e n  we 
l o o k  b a c k  o v e r  t h e  p a th  o f  years,  h o w e v e r  w e o u r s e lv e s  m a y  h a v e  
w a t c h e d  o r  w o r k e d ,  w e b e c o m e  a w a r e  t h a t  i t  is b e c a u s e  o f  J e h o v a h ’s 
lo v i n g k i n d n e s s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  s u rv iv e d .  A n d  i t  g ives  u s  p e a c e  to  fall 
b a c k  u p o n  H is  g r a c e  a n d  set  u p  o u r  E b e n e z e r  a n d  t r u s t  t h e  sam e 
f a i t h f u l  h a n d  to  see  us t h r o u g h .  F o r  H e  o n l y  is a b l e  to  g u a r d  us 
f r o m  s t u m b l i n g  a n d  to  set  us  w i t h o u t  b l e m i s h  b e f o r e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
o f  H is  g lo r y  in  e x c e e d i n g  jo y .

“ T h r o u g h  m a n y  t r ia ls ,  to i ls  a n d  s n a re s  
I h a v e  a l r e a d y  c o m e

‘T i s  g r a c e  t h a t  b r o u g h t  m e  sa fe  th u s  fa r  
A n d  g r a c e  w i l l  b r i n g  m e  h o m e . ”

TH E EVER-PRESENT PROVISO
Y e t  h e r e  is a lw a y s  s o m e t h i n g  u n d e r s t o o d .  I f  a d o c t o r  u n d e r 

ta k e s  to  c u r e  m y m a l a d y  i t  g o e s  w i t h o u t  s a y in g  t h a t  h e  e x p e c t s  m e  
to  s u b m i t  to  h is  c a r e ,  f o l l o w  h is  d i r e c t io n s ,  t a k e  h is  r e m e d ie s .  I f  a 
t e a c h e r  e n g a g e s  to  ta k e  m e  t h r o u g h  a c o u r s e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  so as to  
fit m e  fo r  s o m e  p u b l i c  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i t  is s u p e r f lu o u s  to  s t ip u la t e  
t h a t  1 a m  to  a p p ly  m y s e l f  to  m y  s u b je c t s .  T h i s  is a m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e ;  
fo r  th e r e  is n o  o t h e r  w ay to  l e a r n  a n y t h i n g .  I f  a r a i l r o a d  c o m p a n y  
e n t e r s  i n t o  c o n t r a c t  w i th  m e ,  as c e r t i f i e d  b y  t h e  t i c k e t ,  to  c a r r y  m e  
t h r o u g h  to  s o m e  d i s t a n t  p o i n t —I d o  n o t  e x p e c t  t h e m  to  p u t  m e  o n  
th e  t r a i n ,  n o r  to  h o l d  m e  o n  t i l l  I  g e t  to  m y  d e s t i n a t i o n .  I  c a n  r e f u s e  
to  g e t  o n ,  o r  1 m a y  g e t  o ff  a t  a n y  w a y -s ta t io n  a l o n g  t h e  l in e ,  i f  I  
c h o o s e .  T h a t  is m y  l o o k o u t .  S o  G o d  d o es  n o t  f o r c e  m e n ’s w i l ls .  I t  
is b y  t h e i r  o w n  w i l l  a n d  w i l l in g n e s s  H e  e n g a g e s  to  see  t h e m  t h r o u g h ,  
n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  c h o ic e .  H is  k e e p i n g  o f  us  is n o t  m e c h a n i c a l —n o t  b y  
o u t w a r d  fo r c e ,  b u t  b y  i n w a r d  c o n s t r a i n t  a n d  m o t i v e .  W e  a r e  k e p t  b y  
t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d  through fa ith  (1 P e t .  1 :1 5 )  . T r u e  H is  l o v i n g  c a r e  
w a tc h e s  e v e n  o v e r  t h a t :  H e  w o r k s  in  us b o t h  to w ill  a n d  to w ork ; 
a n d  i n  t i m e  o f  d a n g e r  H e  m a k e s  i n t e r c e s s io n  “that thy fa ith  fa il  n o t” 
( P h i l .  2 : 1 2 ,  13;  L u k e  2 2 : 3 2 ) .  B u t  n o n e  o f  th e s e  t h in g s  in  v i o l a t i o n  

o f  o u r  o w n  r i g h t  o f  c h o ic e .  T h e  q u e s t i o n ,  ‘ ‘W i l l  ye  a lso  g o  a w a y ? ” 
is e v e r  to  us. L i k e  A b r a h a m  a n d  h is  p i lg r i m  so n s —i f  w e  a r e  m i n d f u l  
o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y  f r o m  w h i c h  w e w e n t  o u t —o p p o r t u n i t y  is o u r s  to  r e 
t u r n  ( H e b .  1 1 : 1 5 ) .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  b r id g e s  b u r n e d  b e h i n d  us. O u r  
a l l e g ia n c e  to  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  m u s t  e v e r  b e  o n e  o f  f r e e  a n d  l o v i n g  
c h o ic e  o n  o u r  p a r t .

MAKING US TO FEAR AND TREM BLE
T h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r —n o t  t h e  w h o l e  s e c r e t ,  b u t  t h e  p r a c 

t i c a l  e n d  o f  i t —is th is ,  t h a t  G o d  k e e p s  us by  m a k i n g  us c a r e f u l ,  b y  
m a k i n g  us w a t c h f u l .  A l l  t h r o u g h  th e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  w e  f in d  t h e  
m o s t  s o l e m n  w a r n in g  to  C h r i s t i a n s  to  w a tc h  a n d  p ra y ,  to  f lee  f r o m  
e v il ,  to  a b h o r  i t ,  to  k e e p  o u r s e lv e s  p u r e ,  u n s p o t t e d  f r o m  t h e  w o r ld ,  
to  w o r k  o u t  o u r  o w n  s a lv a t i o n  w i t h  f e a r  a n d  t r e m b l i n g .  G o d  k e e p s  
us b y  k e e p i n g  us afraid .  I f  y o u  r e fu s e  to  b e  m a d e  a f r a i d  y o u  c a n n o t  
b e  k e p t .  W h e n  y o u  see a p r o fe s s e d  C h r i s t i a n  c a re le s s  a n d  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  
b e  s u r e  h e  is n o t  b e in g  k e p t .  T h e  k e e p i n g  p o w e r  o f  G o d  is m a n i 
fest  in  t h e  m a n  w h o  d r e a d s  s in  a n d  d a n g e r ,  w h o  t r e m b l e s  a t  G o d ’s



w a r n in g ,  w h o  w a tc h e s  a n d  p ra y s  a n d  stays c lo s e  b e s id e  h is  S a v io r .  
A n d  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  try  to  d es tro y  t h e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  s u c h  p assag es  as 
H e b .  2 :1 -4 ; 6 :4 -8 ;  o r  1 0 :28 -31  in  o r d e r  to  a s su re  b e l i e v e r s  o f  t h e i r  
“ e t e r n a l  s e c u r i ty  in  C h r i s t , ” a r e  r e a l ly  u n d e r m i n i n g  t h e  v e ry  m e a n s  
by  w h i c h  G o d  k e e p s  H is  o w n ,  a n d  a r e  a p t  to  lu l l  t h e m  i n t o  a  fa lse  
s e c u r i ty  w h i c h  m a y  e a s i ly  e n d  in  d is a s te r .  W e  m u s t  ta k e  G o d ’s 
w a r n in g s ,  n o t  as so m a n y  b u g a b o o s ,  b u t  ser io u s ly .  A n d  as w e b e l i e v e  
t h e m  a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  th e  p r o m is e s  o f  H is  f a i t h f u l  k e e p in g ,  
w e  a r e  d r iv e n  f u r t h e r  f r o m  s in  a n d  c lo s e r  to  H i m .  W e  c a n  e v e n  “ tru s t  
H i m  to  k e e p  us t r u s t i n g ”—f o r  to  s u c h  f a i th  n o t h i n g  is d e n ie d .  A n d  
w e w il l  n o t  fa i l  o n  o u r  s id e ,  if  s u c h  is o u r  f a i th .  R u t  a f t e r  w e  h a v e  
d o n e  a l l  we sh a l l  see  t h a t  it  w as o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  H is  k e e p i n g  t h a t  we 
g o t  t h r o u g h  a n d  t h a t  to  H im  is d u e  a l l  t h e  p ra is e .

JOSHUA’S FAITH
I n  J o s h u a  w e h a v e  a g r e a t  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  f a i t h  by  w h i c h  w e a r e  

k e p t  a n d  w in  th e  v ic to r y .  G o d  p r o m is e d  h i m  f la t ly  a n  u n q u a l i f i e d  
v ic to r y .  “ T h e r e  sh a l l  n o t  a n y  m a n  b e  a b l e  to  s t a n d  b e f o r e  th e e  a l l  
t h e  days o f  th y  l ife  . . .  I w i l l  n o t  fa i l  th e e  n o r  fo r s a k e  t h e e . ” A n d  
Jo s h u a  b e l i e v e d  G o d .  N o w  h is  f a i t h  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  n o t  in  e a s e  a n d  
s e c u r i ty  b u t  in  t h e  g r e a te s t  e a r n e s tn e s s  a n d  e f fo r t  a n d  w a tc h fu ln e s s .  
H a d  h e  p r e s u m e d  u p o n  t h e  p r o m is e  so as to  r e l a x  h is  c a re ,  h e  w o u ld  
h a v e  f a i le d  d e s p i te  th e  p r o m is e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  u n belie f.

B u t  h e  f o u g h t  w i th  e x t r e m e  v ig o r —m a r c h i n g  a l l  th e  n i g h t  to  
o b t a i n  a n  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  t h e  fo e ,  a n d  d o i n g  a l l  to  lay h o ld  o n  th e  
p r o m i s e d  v ic to r y .  T h a t  is th e  r i g h t  f a i t h .  B e c a u s e  we k n o w  t h a t  G o d  
c a n  a n d  G o d  w i l l  k e e p  a n d  d e l iv e r  us, w e press  o n  w i th  f ierce  a s s u r 
a n c e  to  t r a m p l e  t h e  l io n  a n d  a d d e r  u n d e r  fo o t ,  a n d  m e e t  e v ery  e v il  
in  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  G o d ,  a n d  in s p ir e d  b y  th is  h o p e  w e  s t r ik e  w i th  
g r e a te r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  b r i n g  o u r  b o d ie s  i n t o  s u b j e c t i o n  t h a t  
we  b e  n o t  ca sta w a y s.

HOW TO STAY IN
T h e r e  is n a u g h t  in d e e d  t h a t  c a n  s e p a r a t e  us f r o m  th e  lo v e  o f  

G o d —a n d  yet,  s o l e m n ly ,  th e  L o r d  b i d s  us, “K eep  ourselves in the  
love o f  G o d .’’ I n  t h e  s a m e  b r e a t h  H e  te lls  us h o w :  “ B u i l d i n g  u p  
y o u r s e lv e s  o n  y o u r  m o s t  h o ly  f a i t h ,  p r a y in g  i n  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t ,  k e e p  
y o u r s e lv e s  in  th e  lo v e  o f  G o d ” ( J u d e  2 0 ,  2 1 ) .  N o w  t h e  f o r m e r  o f  
th e s e  tw o  i t e m s  c a n  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  in  o n l y  o n e  w a y :  “ N o w  I c o m 
m e n d  y o u  to  G o d , ” s a id  t h e  a p o s t le  in  h is  f a r e w e l l  to  t h e  b r e t h r e n  
o f  E p h e s u s ,  “ a n d  to  th e  w o r d  o f  h is  g r a c e  w h i c h  is a b l e  to  b u i l d  y o u  
u p  a n d  to  g iv e  y o u  t h e  i n h e r i t a n c e  a m o n g  a l l  t h e m  t h a t  a r e  s a n c t i 
f i e d ” (A cts  2 0 : 3 2 ) .  T h a t  w h i c h  p r o d u c e s  f a i t h  in  t h e  f irst  p la c e  
( R o m .  1 0 : 1 7 )  a l o n e  c a n  m a i n t a i n  it , a n d  a m i d  th e  a d v e r s e  in f lu e n c e s  

o f  t h e  w o r ld  bu ild  us up in fa ith .  A n d  b y  f a i t h  w e a r e  k e p t  b y  th e  

p o w e r  o f  G o d  ( l  P e t .  1 : 5 ) .  D o  n o t  t h e n  le a v e  y o u r  B i b l e ;  d o  n o t  

c ea s e  to  p r a y  d e e p ly  a n d  e a r n e s t ly ,  a n d  so  w i l l  y o u  k e e p  y o u r s e l f  in  

th e  lo v e  o f  G o d .  A n d  lo ok  to Jesus. J e s u s  a l o n e  saves. I n  H i m —H is  

p o w e r ,  H is  lo ve ,  H i s  in t e r c e s s io n  l ies  e v e r  a n d  a lw a y s  a l l  o u r  h o p e  

o f  b e i n g  saved  to  t h e  u t t e r m o s t .



INTERCESSION
“ M a t h e t e s ”

F e w  t h o u g h t s  c o u ld  b e  m o r e  p r e c io u s  to  m e  t h a n  th is :  “ S o m e b o d y  
p ra y s  l o r  m e ! ’’ N o  g r e a te r  g i f t  c o u l d  a f e l l o w - C h r i s t i a n  g iv e  m e  
t h a n  t h a t  o f  p ra y e rs  a t  t h e  F a t h e r ' s  t h r o n e  in  m y b e h a l f .  T e n n y s o n  
u r g e d :  “ P r a y  f o r  m y s ou l .  M o r e  t h i n g s  a r e  w r o u g h t  by  p r a y e r  t h a n  
th is  w o r ld  d r e a m s  o f .  W h e r e f o r e  le t  th y  v o ic e  r i s e  l ik e  a f o u n t a i n  
f o r  m e  n i g h t  a n d  day. F o r  so t h e  w h o l e  r o u n d  w o r ld  is e v er y  w ay 
b o u n d  by g o ld  c h a i n s  a b o u t  th e  fe e t  o f  G o d . ’’ T h i s  s e n t i m e n t  is 
e x p r e s s e d  c le a r ly  by P a u l :  “ I  e x h o r t  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t ,  first  o f  a l l ,  . . . 
i n te r c e s s io n s  . . .  b e  m a d e  fo r  a l l  m e n ” (1 T i m o t h y  2 : 1 ) .

I n t e r c e s s i o n  is u n d e n i a b l y  B i b l i c a l ,  y e t  gro ss ly  n e g le c t e d .  I t  
is a s u b je c t  p r o m i n e n t  in  b o t h  te s ta m e n ts .  W h e n  t h e  p e o p l e  s in n e d  
a ;  S in a i ,  M o se s  in t e r c e d e d  ( E x o d u s  3 2 : 1 0 - 1 4 ) .  T h e  P s a l m i s t  te lls  
us, “ H e  sa id  t h a t  H e  w o u ld  d e s tr o y  t h e m ,  h a d  n o t  M o s e s  H is  c h o s e n  
s to o d  b e f o r e  H i m  in  t h e  b r e a c h ,  to  t u r n  a w a y  H is  w r a t h ,  le s t  H e  
s h o u ld  d es tro y  t h e m ” (P s a lm s  1 0 (5 :2 3 ) .  W h e n  t h e y  r e b e l l e d  a t  
e n t e r i n g  C a n a a n  a n d  G o d  p u r p o s e d  to  d i s i n h e r i t  t h e m ,  M o s e s ’ p e 
t i t i o n  b r o u g h t  th is  a s s u r a n c e ;  “ I h a v e  p a r d o n e d  a c c o r d i n g  to  th y  
w o r d ” ( N u m b e r s  1 4 :2 0 )  . F u r t h e r ,  t h e  d es ig n  o f  th e  L e v i t i c a l  s e r 
v ice  w as o f  a n  in te r c e s s o r y  n a t u r e :  “ T h a t  t h e r e  b e  n o  w r a t h  a n y  
m o r e  u p o n  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l ” ( N u m b e r s  1 8 :5 )  . I n  t h e  N e w  
T e s t a m e n t  th e  a p p o i n t i n g  o f  m e n  fo r  s p e c ia l  l a b o r s  w as c o n s i d e r e d  
a m a t t e r  fo r  f e r v e n t  i n t e r c e s s io n  (A cts  (i:( i;  1 3 : 3 ) .  P a u l  r e c o g n iz e d  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  i n t e r c e s s io n  in  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s .  H i s  c o n t i n u a l  
p r a y e r  f o r  t h e  E p h e s ia n s  w as  t h a t  th e y  m i g h t  r e c e iv e  “ t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
w is d o m  a n d  r e v e l a t i o n  in  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  H i m ” to  o p e n  to  t h e i r  
v is io n  th e  v ast  re s o u r c e s  o f  “h o p e , ” “r i c h e s ” a n d  “ p o w e r ” ( E p h e 
s ia n s  1 : 1 5 - 2 3 ) .  H is  f r e q u e n t  i n te r c e s s io n s  fo r  t h e  P h i l i p p i a n s  w e re  
n o t  r e g a r d e d  as n e c e ssa ry  b u r d e n s ,  b u t  as o c c a s io n s  o f  j o y  ( P h i l .  1 : 4 ) .  
H is  p ra y e rs  f o r  t h e  C o lo s s ia n s  ( C o l .  1 :3 )  w e r e  b l e n d e d  w i th  th o s e  
o f  E p a p h r a s ,  “ A lw a y s  l a b o r i n g  f e r v e n t l y  fo r  y o u  i n  p ra y e rs ,  t h a t  ye  
m a y  s ta n d  p e r f e c t  a n d  c o m p l e t e  i n  a l l  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d . ” ( 4 : 1 2 ) .

I n t e r c e s s i o n  is a p r i v i l e g e  G o d  h a s  n e v e r  t a k e n  f r o m  H is  c h i l 
d r e n .  W h o  c a n  i m a g i n e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  e v e r y  t r u e  c h i l d  e x e r c i s i n g  
th is  r ig h t?  W h a t  w o u ld  b e  t h e  f r u i t  if ,  in s te a d  o f  c o n d e m n i n g  a n t i  
c r i t i c iz i n g  e v ery  b r o t h e r  w h o  m a n i f e s t s  a w e a k n e s s ,  w e w o u l d  c o n 
t i n u a l l y  p le a d  f o r  h is  s o u l  a t  th e  t h r o n e  o f  g r a c e ?  W h a t  m i g h t  w e  
e x p e c t  i f  w e  s u b s t i t u te  i n t e r c e s s io n  f o r  d e f e a t i s m  in  s e e k in g  to  lead  
s o m e  s o u l  to  C h r i s t ?  A  y o u n g  C h r i s t i a n  w h o  w as  a n  i n v a l i d  a s k e d  
a p r e a c h e r ,  “W h a t  c a n  I ,  a n  in v a l i d ,  d o  f o r  J e s u s ? ” I t  w as s u g g e ste d ,  
“ P r a y  fo r  y o u r  c lo se st  f r i e n d . ” T h i s  h e  d id ,  a n d  h is  f r i e n d  s o o n  b e 
c a m e  a  C h r i s t i a n .  H e  b e g a n  i n t e r c e d i n g  fo r  h is  f a t h e r ,  a n d  h is  f a t h e r  
c a m e  to  C h r i s t .  P r a y e r s  f o r  h is  b r o t h e r  p r o d u c e d  t h e  s a m e  f r u i t .  
T h i s  h e  c o n t i n u e d  fo r  m a n y  m o n t h s .  D u r i n g  a G o s p e l  m e e t i n g  h e  
b e c a m e  s e r io u s ly  i l l ,  b u t  th is  d id  n o t  h i n d e r  b is  in te r c e s s io n s .  E a c h  
n i g h t  w h e n  h is  f a t h e r  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h e  y o u n g  m a n  i n 
q u i r e d ,  “ Is  S a m  a C h r i s t i a n ? ” E a c h  n i g h t  th e  a n s w e r  w as ,  “N o . ” 
T h e  last  n i g h t  h e  a s k e d ,  “ Is  S a m  a C h r i s t i a n ? ” T h i s  t i m e  t h e  a n s 



w e r  was, “ Yes.  S a m  a c c e p t e d  C h r i s t  t o n i g h t . ” “ T h a n k  G o d , ” h e  
c r ie d .  “ N o w  I m a y  d e p a r t  in  jo y . ” I t  w as  as t h o u g h  h is  l i f e  w o r k  
w as  n o w  f in is h e d .  S o o n  h e  d id  d e p a r t ,  p r a i s i n g  G o d .  A m o n g  h is  
p a p e r s  w a s  d is c o v e r e d  a l is t  o f  5 5  n a m e s ,  in d iv i d u a ls  h e  h a d  m a d e  
s u b je c t s  o f  s p e c i a l  p r a y e r .  E a c h  h a d  r e c e n t ly  b e e n  saved .  T h e  la s t  
n a m e  w a s  S a m ’s. W h e n  w il l  C h r i s t i a n s  r e a l iz e  t h a t  t h o u g h  w e m u s t  
p l a n t  a n d  w a t e r ,  i t  is a lw a y s  G o d  w h o  “ g iv e t h  th e  i n c r e a s e ” ? T h e r e 
fo r e ,  l e t  o u r  i n t e r c e s s io n s  r ise  “ l ik e  a f o u n t a i n  n i g h t  a n d  d a y ” f o r  
o u r  c h i ld r e n ,  lo v e d  o n e s ,  C h r i s t i a n  w o r k e r s ,  C h r i s t i a n  e n te r p r is e s ,  
“ a l l  t h a t  a r e  in  a u t h o r i t y , ” e v e n  fo r  th o s e  w h o  “ c le s p i te fu l ly  use  
y o u  a n d  p e r s e c u t e  y o u . ” Y o u r  p r i v i l e g e  is to  p ra y  “ fo r  a l l  m e n . ”

T o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ,  i n t e r c e s s io n  is as n a t u r a l  as b r e a t h i n g ,  f o r  
h e  w h o  h a s  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  C h r i s t  has  “ t h e  lo v e  o f  G o d  s h e d  a b r o a d  in  
h is  h e a r t , ” c o m p e l l i n g  h i m  to  b e  a b e a r e r  o f  th e  b u r d e n s  o f  o t h e r s  
( G a l .  f i : 2 ) , r e j o i c i n g  w i th  th e  j o y f u l  a n d  w e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  s o r r o w fu l  
^ R o m .  1 2 : 1 5 ) .  H o w  r e a d i ly  h e  seeks  t h e  p r a y e r s  o f  o th e r s ,  a n d  

h o w  e f fe c tu a l ly  a n d  fe r v e n t ly  h e  r e c ip r o c a t e s !  ( J a m e s  5 : 1 6 ) .

Spectator or Honored Member?
N . B .  W r i g h t

G o d  h a s  a p la n  o f  t h e  ages.

G o d  h a s  a p l a n  fo r  y o u .

G o d  h as  a p la n  fo r  y o u ,  b o th  fo r  n o w  a n d  e te r n i t y .

H e r e  is a n  h o n o r e d  o r c h e s t r a .  I t  is c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  c o n d u c t o r ,  f irst  
v io l i n i s t  a n d  a l l  t h e  m e m b e r s .  T h e y  u n i t e  i n  p r o d u c i n g  t h e  p r e 
s c r ib e d  m u s ic .  T h e n  t h e r e  a re  t h e  s p e c ta to r s ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  W h o  
g iv es  t h e  h o n o r s ?  W h o  re c e iv e s  t h e m ?  E a c h  g o o d  m u s i c i a n  y ie ld s  
to  e v ery  w h i m  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m a e s t r o .

T h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  a u d i e n c e  o r  s p e c t a t o r s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  m e m 
b e rs  is f o u n d  in  2 Elies.  1 :7 -1 0 .  C h r i s t  d e s c e n d s  f r o m  h e a v e n  i n  
f l a m i n g  f ire  w i t h  a n g e ls  o f  H is  p o w e r .  B u t  H e  c o m e s  w i t h  H is  
sa in ts ,  r e s u r r e c t e d  a n d  t r a n s l a t e d  a l r e a d y ,  “ w h e n  h e  s h a l l  c o m e  to  
b e  g lo r i f ie d  i n  h is  s a in t s . ” B u t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  in  th e  p i c t u r e ,  th o s e  
w h o  r e c e iv e  t h e  v e n g e a n c e  o f  G o d  s in c e  th e y  “ k n o w  n o t  G o d ” a n d  
“ ob ey  n o t  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s . ” W h e n  H e  th u s  c o m e s ,  
“ e v ery  e y e  s h a l l  see h i m ” ( R e v .  1 : 7 ) .  V e rs e  10 o f  t h e  T h e s .  l e t t e r  
p a s sa g e  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  r e a d s :  “ W h e n  h e  s h a l l  c o m e  to  b e  
g lo r i f ie d  i n  h is  s a in ts ,  a n d  to  b e  m a r v e l l e d  a t  in  a l l  t h e m  t h a t  b e l i e v e  

T h a t  is, t h e  lost  a u d ie n c e ,  w h i c h  sees  H i m  a n d  t h e  sa in ts ,  
w h i c h  m a r v e l s ;  th e  s a in ts  a re  t h e  o c c a s io n  o f  th is  m a r v e l l in g .  T h e
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d o o m e d ,  to o ,  c o u ld  h a v e  “ f o l lo w e d  in H is  t r a i n . ” h a d  t h e y  o n l y  b e 
l ie v e d .

I n  w h i c h  g r o u p  w il l  y o u  b e?  D o  y o u  s ta n d  a s id e  a n d  ju d g e  o r  
c r i t i c iz e  “ G o d ’s t r o p h ie s  o f  g r a c e ” ? o r ,  a r e  y o u  o n e  o f  t h e  r e d e e m e d ?  
Y o u  a r e  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r ;  d o n ’t try  to  b e  b o t h !

G O D  H A S  A  P L A N
P e r h a p s  n o  t h o u g h t  is so c o m f o r t i n g  in  th e se  d ays  o f  c o n f u s io n  

a n d  i n d e c i s i o n  as to  k n o w  t h a t  G o d  is S o v e r e ig n .  H e  h a s  t h e  s i t u 
a t i o n  in  h a n d ,  re g a rd le s s  o f  t h e  o u t w a r d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld .

I n  H e b .  1 :2  w e  f in d ;  “ T h r o u g h  w h o m  ( C h r i s t )  a lso  h e  m a d e  
th e  w o r ld s .” O r ,  “ p r o g r a m m e d  th e  a g e s .” T h e s e  ages  i n c l u d e  t h e  
ages  u p o n  ages  in  e t e r n i t y  p a s t ,  ages  o f  t i m e  a n d  ages  o f  e t e r n i t y  
fu tu r e .

O n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  sce n e ,  e v e n ,  th e  b o o k  o f  D a n i e l  sh o w s  th e  fa c t  
th a t  G o d  ra ise s  u p  o n e  p e r s o n  a n d  p u ts  d o w n  a n o t h e r .  H e  gives 
th e  k i n g d o m  to  w h o m  H e  w i l l .

T h e  r e l ig io u s  s i t u a t i o n  a ls o  in d ic a te s  as to  h o w  f a r  a l o n g  w e  a r e  
in  G o d ’s p l a n  fo r  th is  a g e  a n d  is a h a r b i n g e r  o f  t h e  a g e  to  c o m e .

M e n  o f  th e  e a r t h  i n  a b j e c t  a t h e i s m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s  in  u n f a i t h f u l 
ness i n  p r a y e r  c a n n o t  t h w a r t  G o d ’s p l a n ;  t h e  l a t t e r  m a y  d e la y  H is  
p l a n  o n ly .  Y o u r  p r a y e r s  m a y  “ p r o l o n g  t h e  t r a n q u i l i t y ” o r  h a s te n  
th e  c lo s e  o f  t h e  ag e  w i th  t r o u b l e  w h ic h  p r e c e d e s  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  C h r i s t  
in t h e  a ir .

G O D  H A S  A  P L A N  F O R  Y O U
D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  i t  is? P e r h a p s  y o u  n e v e r  a s k e d  H i m  to  s h o w  

ii to  y o u .
“ W h o  ( G o d )  sa v ed  us, a n d  c a l l e d  us w i t h  a  h o ly  c a l l i n g ,  n o t  

a c c o r d i n g  to  o u r  w o rk s ,  b u t  a c c o r d i n g  to  h is  o w n  p u r p o s e  a n d  
g r a c e ,  w h i c h  was g iv e n  us in  C h r i s t  Jesu s  b e f o r e  t im e s  e t e r n a l ” 
(2 T i m .  1 : 9 ) .

H e  w o u l d  h a v e  y o u  s h a r e  t h e  s u f fe r in g s  o f  H is  S o n ;  b e a r  r e s p o n 
s ib i l i ty  a n d  s a cr i f ice  o f  H is  c a u s e  in  th e  e a r t h ;  p a r t i c i p a t e  a n d  c o 
o p e r a t e  w i t h  H is  d e f in i te  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n  fo r  y o u r  l i fe .

H is  p l a n  f o r  us is b est .  S h o u l d  o n e  r e b e l  a t  G o d ’s N o .  I c h o ic e ,  
H e  w i l l  fu l f i l l  a lesser  c h o i c e  w h ic h  is H is  N o .  2  a n d  N o .  3 w i l l ,  e tc .  
S in c e  G o d ’s c h o o s i n g  a n d  w o r k in g s  a r e  a lw a y s  d o n e  in  lo v e  a n d  w is 
d o m ,  t h e r e  is a lw a y s  a loss w h e n  H e  is in  a n y  w ay r e s is t e d .

H E  H A S  A  P L A N  F O R  Y O U  B O T H  F O R  N O W  A N D  E T E R N I T Y
L e t  us n o t e  R o m .  8 : 2 9 .  I ts  s e t t in g ,  verse  2 8 ,  is p e r h a p s  th e  

s e c o n d  f a v o r i t e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s c r ip t u r e .  T h e y  r e a d :  “ A n d  w e  k n o w  
t h a t  to  th e m  t h a t  lo v e  G o d  a l l  th in g s  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  fo r  g o o d ,  e v e n  
to  t h e m  t h a t  a r e  c a l l e d  a c c o r d i n g  to  h is  p u r p o s e .  F o r  w h o m  h e  f o r e 
k n e w ,  h e  a lso  f o r e - o r d a in e d  to  b e  c o n f o r m e d  to  t h e  i m a g e  o f  h is  
S o n ,  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  b e  t h e  f i r s t -b o rn  a m o n g  m a n y  b r e t h r e n . "

M e m b e r s  o f  a n  o r c h e s t r a ,  to  b e  su re ,  s p e n d  m u c h  t i m e  in  l e a r n 
in g ,  p r a c t i c e ,  c o r r e c t i o n ,  s u f fe r in g  a n d  loss. T h e r e  is o f  n e c e ss ity  a 
lo n g  t r a i n i n g  p e r io d ,  t h e n  c o n t i n u a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  a r t .  H o l l y w o o d 's  
m o s t  e m i n e n t  v io l i n i s t  says h e  s t i l l  p r a c t i c e s  th e  s c a le —t h e  f u n d a 
m e n t a ls .  O t h e r s ,  o f  lesser a b i l i t y ,  h a v e  g r o w n  a b o v e  i t ! !



T h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i fe  is a d i s c i p l i n e ;  a t h i n g  i s n ’t r i g h t  b e c a u s e  i t  
p le a se s  us. C h o ic e s  m u s t  b e  m a d e ;  s e l f  a n d  s e l f -w il l  c r u c i f i e d  a n d  
b u r i e d .  “ E x c e p t  a g r a in  o f  w h e a t  fa l l  i n t o  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  d ie ,  i t  
a b i d e t h  by i t s e l f  a l o n e ” ( J o h n  1 2 : 2 4 ) .

A r e  y o u  d o in g  t h e  w o r k  G o d  w a n t s  y o u  to  d o  rum? B e c a u s e  s o m e  
o n e  e lse  m a y  b e  g i f t e d  o f  H im  to  d o  a g r e a te r  w o r k  d o es  n o t  e x c u s e  
y o u  o r  m y s e l f  f r o m  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  H is  w i l l  f o r  us.

E T E R N I T Y .  H is  p l a n  in c lu d e s  e t e r n i t y ;  H is  p l a n  fo r  y o u  a lso  
i n c lu d e s  e t e r n i t y .  T h o s e  e t e r n a l  ages  to  c o m e —G o d  w i l l  a lw a y s  h a v e  
m o r e  a n d  m o r e  fo r  H is  p e o p l e  to  a n t i c i p a t e .  T h e y  w i l l  c o m e  u n 
c e a s in g ly  f r o m  t h e  u n l i m i t e d  re s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  H im s e l f .

H o w  la r g e  a p la c e  o f  h o n o r  a n d  d e g r e e  o f  e n j o y m e n t  y o u  w i l l  
s h a r e  l o r  e v e r  a n d  f o r  e v e r  d e p e n d s  o n  h o w  f u l ly  G o d ’s p l a n  fo r  y o u  
h e r e  a n d  n o w  is c a r r i e d  o u t .  B r o t h e r  B o l l  u sed  to  g iv e  th is  i l l u s t r a 
t i o n :  “ A  c o n t r a c t o r  h a d  a  v ery  f a i t h f u l  f o r e m a n  w h o  h a d  s e r v e d  h i m
fo r  years.  T h e  c o n t r a c t o r  was g o i n g  aw a y ;  h e  c a l l e d  t h e  f o r e m a n  
a n d  g a v e  h i m  h is  i n s t r u c t io n s .  O n  a c h o i c e  lo t  s o m e  d is t a n c e  o u t ,  
th e  f o r e m a n  w as to  c o n s t r u c t  a f ine  h o u s e  a n d  use  o n l y  t h e  v ery  b e s t  
of m a t e r i a l s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  f o r e m a n  t h o u g h t  to  h i m 
s e l f :  ‘I h a v e  s e r v e d  th is  m a n  a l o n g  t i m e ;  n o w  I  c a n  m ake a k illin g ’. 
I n  th o s e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w h e r e  th e  m a t e r i a l  w as n o t  e x p o s e d  to  
v iew , h e  u sed  i n f e r i o r  g r a d e s .  W h e n  th e  c o n t r a c t o r  r e t u r n e d ,  h e  
sa id  to  h is  m a n :  ‘Y o u  h a v e  s e r v e d  m e  l o n g  a n d  w e l l ;  I  w a n t  to  d o  
s o m e t h i n g  fo r  y o u .  T h e  h o u s e  is y o u r s ! ’

C o n s i d e r ;  d o n ’t  s p a r e  y o u r s e l f .  I f  G o d ’s N o .  I w i l l  i s n ’t d o n e  
by y o u  n o w , n e i t h e r  c a n  i t  b e  d o n e  f o r  y o u  in  e te r n i t y .

SYMPTOMS OF BACKSLIDING
Ju s t  as t h e r e  a r e  t e l l - t a le  s y m p t o m s  o f  a n y  p h y s ic a l  m a l a d y ;  

t h e r e  a r e  a lso  n u m e r o u s  s y m p t o m s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  i n f i r m i t y .  O n e  o f  th e  
m o s t  b e n i g n  s p i r i t u a l  a f f l ic t io n s  is t h a t  o f  b a c k s l i d i n g —w h i c h  l i t e r a l l y  
m e a n s  “s l i d in g  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d . ' '  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  s y m p to m s :

1. W h e n  t h e  w ay to  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  s ee m s to o  fa r .

2. W h e n  t h e  s e r m o n s  s e e m  to o  lo n g .

3. W h e n  y o u  s e e m  to  d is l ik e  th e  b r e t h r e n .

4 .  W h e n  p r a y e r  is a b u r d e n ,  o r  f o r g o t t e n .

5. W h e n  th e  s e r m o n  m a k e s  y o u  m a d  in s te a d  o f  p e n i t e n t .

6 . W h e n  y o u  f r e t  i f c a l l e d  u p o n  to  g iv e  m o r e .

7. W h e n  r e a d i n g  th e  B i b l e  b o r e s  y o u  o r  p u ts  y o u  to  s le e p .

8. W h e n  y o u  h a v e  to  h a v e  th e  p r e a c h e r  c a l l  u p o n  y o u  to  g e t  y o u  
to  c o m e  to  services .

9 .  W h e n  y o u  f in d  m o r e  p le a s u r e  in  s e r v in g  y o u r s e l f  t h a n  in  s e r v in g  
G o d .

10. W h e n  y o u  fe e l  to o  i ll  to  a t t e n d  c h u r c h ,  b u t  n o t  t o o  i l l  to  g o  
a n y w h e r e  else.

11 . W h e n  y o u  “ g e t  n o t h i n g ” o u t  o f  t h e  serv ices ,  b u t  a c t u a l ly  p r e f e r
to  b e  s o m e w h e r e  else. —S e le c te d .
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THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST
W .  J.  J o h n s o n

T h e  first  w o rd s  o f  p r o p h e c y  in  t h e  s c r ip tu r e s ,  p e r t a i n i n g  to  
C h r i s t  Jesu s ,  t o u c h  b o t h  o f  H is  c o m i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  e n m i t y  
o f  S a t a n  t o w a r d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G o d .  I t  is w r i t t e n  in  G e n e s i s  3 : 1 5 ,  
“ G o d  sa id  to  S a t a n ,  A n d  J w i l l  p u t  e n m i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e e  a n d  th e  
w o m a n ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  th y  seed  a n d  h e r  s ee d :  h e  s h a l l  b r u i s e  th y  h e a d ,  
a n d  t h o u  s h a l t  b r u is e  h is  h e e l . ” I n  th e s e  w o r d s  G o d  b e g a n  u n f o l d i n g  
u n t o  us th e  th in g s  t h a t  p e r t a i n  to  C h r i s t  Jesu s .  In  t h e  la w  o f  M o se s ,  
i n  t h e  p r o p h e t s ,  a n d  in th e  P s a lm s ,  G o d  m a d e  k n o w n  b e f o r e h a n d  t h e  
s u f fe r in g s  o f  C h r i s t  in  t h e  flesh f o r  o u r  s in s ,  a n d ,  a lso ,  f o r e t o ld  m a n y  
th in g s  c o n c e r n i n g  H is  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  in  g lo ry ,  r u l i n g  a n d  r e i g n i n g ,  
ju d g i n g  a n d  m a k i n g  w a r  o n  H is  e n e m ie s .  In  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  w e  
see  t h e m  fu l f i l l e d .  In  t h e  G o s p e ls  H is  b i o g r a p h e r s  g iv e  a n  a c c o u n t  
o f  H is  l i f e  a n d  H is  m is s io n  a m o n g  m e n ,  a n d  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  H im .  
H is  r e j e c t i o n  a n d  c r u c i f i x i o n  in d ic a t e  c le a r ly  th e  s t r o k e  t h a t  S a t a n  
g a v e  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  in  b r u i s i n g  H is  h e e l .  H e  a r o s e  f r o m  th e  d e a d ,  
a s c e n d e d  i n t o  h e a v e n  a n d  t o o k  H i s  s e a t  a t  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d  o f  th e  
F a t h e r ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  H e  h o ld s  t i l l  H is  e n e m i e s  a r e  a b o l i s h e d ;  
“ S i t  t h o u  o n  m y  r i g h t  h a n d  t i l l  t h i n e  e n e m i e s  a r e  m a d e  t h e  f o o t s t o o l  
o f  th y  f e e t . ” T h u s  a t  H is  w e a k e s t  leve l  H e  b e c a m e  v ic t o r i o u s  o v e r  
S a t a n .  “ H e  a b o l i s h e d  d e a t h  a n t i  b r o u g h t  l i f e  a n d  i m m o r t a l i t y  to  
l ig h t  t h r o u g h  th e  g o s p e l . ” A n d  in  R e v e l a t i o n ,  w h e r e  G o d  sh o w s 
S a t a n ’s la s t  e f fo r ts  a r e  m a d e  to  m a r s h a l  a l l  o f  h is  fo rc e s  a g a in s t  
C h r i s t  J e s u s  to  f ig h t  a g a in s t  H i m ,  a n d  th e  s t r o k e  w h i c h  C h r i s t  Je su s  
g ives  h i m  t h a t  b r u is e s  h is  h e a d .

P e r p e t u a l  e n m i t y  s ig n if ie s  t h e  t r u t h f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  p e r 
t a i n i n g  to  th e  o u t c o m e  o f  e v e n ts  w h i c h  a r e  s p o k e n  o f  in  t h e  b o o k  
o f  “ T h e  R e v e l a t i o n  o f  Je su s  C h r i s t ,  w h i c h  G o d  g a v e  u n t o  H i m  to  
s h o w  u n t o  H is  s e r v a n ts ,  e v e n  th e  th in g s  w h i c h  m u s t  s h o r t ly  c o m e  to  
p a s s .” F o r  a l l  t h r o u g h  th e  h i s to r y  o f  t h e  w o r ld  w e  see t h e  h a n d  o f  
S a t a n  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  to  r ig h te o u s n e s s .  P e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n ,  a n d  a r e  
s t i l l ,  s e r io u s ly  a f fe c te d  by  h is  p r e s e n c e  a n d  d e c e p t i v e  i n f l u e n c e .  H is  
h a t r e d  f o r  th e  B i b l e  is m a n i f e s t .  I n  e v ery  a g e  h e  h a s  o p p o s e d  r e a d i n g  
a n d  s tu d y in g  th e  s c r ip tu r e s .  H is  e f fo r ts  to  d i s c r e d i t  t h e m  t h r o u g h  
h is  m in is t e r s  is n o  m a r v e l .  “ F o r  e v e n  S a t a n  f a s h io n e d  h i m s e l f  i n t o  
a n  a n g e l  o f  l i g h t . ” B u t  t h e i r  e n d  s h a l l  b e  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e i r  w o rk s .  
(2  C o r .  1 1 : 1 3 - 1 5 ) .  T h r o u g h  h is  m in is te r s ,  h e  is a b l e  to  d e c e iv e ,  c o n 

fuse ,  a n d  e v e n  d is c o u r a g e  B i b l e  s tu d y .  V i c io u s  a t t a c k s  a r e  m a d e  
a g a i n s t  th e  d e i ty  o f  C h r i s t ,  th e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c r ip t u r e s ,  f a i t h ,  
b a p t i s m ,  t h e  L o r d ’s s u p p e r ,  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  c o m i n g  o f  
C h r i s t .  F o r  in  e a c h  o f  th e s e  is s ig n i f ie d  s a lv a t io n  a n d  v ic to r y  to  
b e l i e v e r s  in  C h r i s t  Jesu s.

O n e  o f  S a t a n ’s m o s t  e f fe c t iv e  s ch e m e s  is to  g e t  p e o p l e  to  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  G o d  d o es  n o t  m e a n  w h a t  H e  says. T h i s  w as h is  p l e a  to  E v e  
in  t h e  G a r d e n  ( G e n e s i s  3 ) .  I t  is s t i l l  h is  p le a .  W e  o f t e n  h e a r  it 
m a d e  in  r e s p e c t  to  th e  s u b je c t s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e .  A n d  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  
i t  d o es  n o t  m a k e  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  w h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e ;  ju s t  so y o u  a r e  
s in c e r e .  T h a t  is s u ff ic ien t .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h e  l in e  o f  f e l lo w s h ip  is
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d r a w n  a g a i n s t  a n y  o n e  w h o  c o n t e n d s  e a r n e s t ly  fo r  t h e  w h o l e  c o u n s e l  
o f  G o d .

I t  m a y  b e  s a id  f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  b o o k  o f  R e v e l a t i o n  is d e a l t  w i th ,  
b y  m a n y ,  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  i t  d o es  n o t  m e a n  w h a t  is w r i t t e n  th e r e i n .  
E s p e c i a l l y  is th is  t r u e  in  r e s p e c t  to  t h e  1 9 th  a n d  2 0 t h  c h a p t e r s .  T h e  
l a n g u a g e  is f ig u r a t iv e  a n d  d o es  n o t  m e a n  w h a t  i t  says. S o  m a n y  
d i v e r g e n t  a n d  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a r e  g iv e n  c o n c e r n i n g  w h a t  
is sa id  a b o u t  th e  b r u i s i n g  o f  th e  h e a d  o f  S a t a n .

T H E  I N T R O D U C T I O N
T h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  g u i d e d  J o h n  t h e  b e lo v e d  a p o s t le  i n  w r i t i n g  

th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  t h e  b o o k  o f  R e v e l a t i o n .  S p e c i a l  e m p h a s i s  is 
g iv e n  th e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  w h a t  is w r i t t e n  t h e r e i n .  T h e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  
of t h e  b o o k  s h o u l d  b e  r e c o g n iz e d  as o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e .  F o r  th is  
is a  s p e c ia l  r e v e la t i o n  w h i c h  G o d  g a v e  u n t o  C h r i s t  J e s u s  to  s h o w  
u n t o  H is  s e r v a n ts .  W h a t  is r e v e a le d  t h e r e i n  is w o r t h w h i le .  T h e y  
a r e  u r g e d  u p o n  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  w i t h  a b le s s in g  a t t a c h e d .  A n d  th e  
b o o k  d o s e s  w i t h  cu rs e s  p r o n o u n c e d  u p o n  t h e m  w h o  a d d  to ,  o r  ta k e  
f r o m  t h e  p r o p h e c i e s  w r i t t e n  t h e r e i n .

I n  h a n d l i n g  th e  c o n t e n t s  o f  th is  b o o k  c a r e  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  to  
d e a l  w i th  t h e m  ju s t  as w e s h o u l d  in  o u r  m e t h o d s  o f  s t u d y i n g  o t h e r  
b o o k s  o f  t h e  B i b l e .  C o m m o n  sen se  is n e c e ssa ry .  T h e  f igures  o f  
s p e e c h  a r e  c o m m o n  to  o u r  e v ery  d ay  la n g u a g e .  G o d  uses t h e m  to  
set  b e f o r e  us i n  th e  m o s t  v iv id  m a n n e r  p o s s ib le  t h in g s  c o n c e r n i n g  
f u t u r e  e v e n ts .  T h e y  a r e  u s u a l ly  d e s i g n a t e d  as s u c h  a n d  c a n  b e  d is 
c e r n e d  by  t h e i r  use .  P a r a b l e s  a n d  a l le g o r ie s  a r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  B i b l e .  
T h e y  s e r v e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  G o d  i n  s i f t i n g  o u t  t h e  u n b e l i e v i n g ,  a n d  in  
b r i n g i n g  to  t h e m  w h o  d e s i r e  to  h e a r  H i s  w o rd ,  t h e  t r u t h  in  t h e  m o s t  
v iv id  m a n n e r  p o s s ib le  ( M a t t .  1 3 ) .  E v i d e n t l y  th i s  is  t r u e  i n  r e s p e c t  
to  w h a t  is w r i t t e n  in  th e  b o o k  o f  R e v e l a t i o n .

(1)  T h e  in s p i r e d  t i t l e  is “T h e  R e v e l a t i o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t . ” B y  
th is  is m e a n t  t h e  v e i l  is r e m o v e d  so t h a t  t h e  s e r v a n ts  o f  C h r i s t  m a y  
see w h a t  is to  c o m e  to  pass  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  H i s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  in  g lo ry .  
S a t a n  h a s  m a r s h a l l e d  a l l  o f  h is  fo r c e s  a g a i n s t  H i m .  F a l s e  r e l ig io n s  
a r e  u n i t e d  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  G r e a t  H a r l o t ,  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n s  
a r e  f e d e r a te d  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  th e  b e a s t  to  w h o m  S a t a n  g ives 
h is  t h r o n e .  B u t  th e s e  c o m b i n e s  a r e  n o t  a b l e  to  s t a n d  b e f o r e  th e  
K i n g  o f  k in g s ,  a n d  L o r d  o f  lo r d s  W h o  is m a n i f e s t e d  w i t h  H i s  s a in ts  
t a k i n g  v e n g e a n c e  u p o n  t h e m  w h o  k n o w  n o t  G o d  a n d  o b e y  n o t  th e  
g o s p e l  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  (2  T h es. 1 :5 -1 1 ;  2 : 8 ;  J u d e  1 4 -16 ;  R e v .  1 9 :1 1 -  
2 0 : 3 ;  7 -1 0 .)

(2 )  “ G o d  g a v e  th is  R e v e l a t i o n  to  J e s u s  C h r i s t  to  s h o w  u n t o  
H is  s e r v a n t s . ” T h e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e s e  w o rd s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  q u e s 
t io n e d ,  n o r  m i n i m i z e d  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to  t h e  t h in g s  t h a t  a r e  w r i t t e n  
in  th is  b o o k  o f  p r o p h e c y .  T h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  to  s p e a k  a n d  to  c a l l  u p o n  
h e a v e n  a n d  e a r t h  to  h e a r  d e s e rv e  to  b e  h e e d e d .  W h a t  th e y  h a v e  
sa id  is i m p o r t a n t  a n d  o f  s p e c ia l  v a lu e  to  us.

(3) “J e s u s  C h r i s t  s e n t  H is  a n g e l  a n d  s ig n i f ie d  to  H is  s e r v a n t  
J o h n ,  th e  th in g s  w h i c h  m u s t  s h o r t ly  c o m e  to  p a s s .” T h e  m a n n e r  
of m a k i n g  t h e m  k n o w n  to  J o h n  is s e e n  in  w h a t  h e  h a s  w r i t t e n  i n  th is  
b o o k .



(4 )  “ J o h n  b o r e  w i tn e s s  o f  th e  t e s t im o n y  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a n d  
th e  w o r d  o f  G o d ,  e v e n  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  h e  s a w .” H e  
test i f ies  t h a t  H e  W h o  r e v e a le d  th e s e  t h in g s  u n t o  h i m ,  s a id ,  “T h e s e  
w o rd s  a r e  f a i t h f u l  a n d  t r u e . ”

(5 )  “ B le s s e d  is h e  t h a t  r e a d e t h ,  a n d  th e y  t h a t  h e a r  th e  w o rd s  
o f  t h e  p r o p h e c y ,  a n d  k e e p  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  w r i t t e n  t h e r e i n :  fo r  
th e  t i m e  is a t  h a n d . ” T h e s e  w o r d s  s h o u l d  in s p ir e  a n y  o n e  to  fee l  
t h a t  a  b le s s in g  is a v a i l a b l e  to  t h e m  w h o  lo v e  th e  a p p e a r i n g  o f  o u r  L o r d  
a n d  S a v io r  Je su s  C h r i s t .  I f  w e  r e a d ,  h e a r  a n d  k e e p  th e  th i n g s  o f  
th is  b o o k ,  o u r  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t  J e s u s  in  g lo r y  
w i t h  H i s  sa in ts ,  s h o u ld  b e  q u i c k e n e d .  F o r  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  r i g h t 
e o u s n e ss  is m a d e  k n o w n  to  us, a n d ,  a lso ,  t h e  e n d  of a l l  u n r i g h t e o u s 
ness. S o  w e c a n  say w i t h  th e  a p o s t le  J o h n ,  “ E v e n  so, c o m e  o u r  L o r d  
J e s u s .”

ANDREW MURRAY ON BAPTISM
M a t t .  2 8 : 1 » ;  M a r k  1 6 : 1 0

I n  th e s e  w o rd s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  b a p t i s m ,  w e  f in d  its  m e a n i n g  
c o m p r e h e n d  as in  a s u m m a r y .  T h e  w o r d  “ t e a c h ” m e a n s :  “ m a k e  
d is c ip le s  o f  a l l  t h e  n a t io n s ,  b a p t i z i n g  t h e m . ” T h e  b e l i e v i n g  d is c ip le ,  
as h e  is b a p t i z e d  in  th e  w a te r ,  is a lso  to  b e  b a p t i z e d  o r  i n t r o d u c e d  
i n t o  t h e  n a m e  o f  th e  T h r e e - O n e  G o d .  B y  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  F a t h e r ,  
t h e  n e w  b i r t h  a n d  l i f e  as a  c h i l d  i n  t h e  lo v e  o f  t h e  F a t h e r  a r e  s e c u r e d  
to  h i m  ( G a l .  3 :2 f i ,  2 7 ;  4 : ( i ,  7)  ; b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  S o n ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  t h e  fo r g iv e n e s s  o f  s in s  a n d  t h e  l i f e  t h a t  is in  C h r i s t  (C o l .  2 : 1 2 ;  T i t .  
3 : 5 ,  6 ) ;  by th e  n a m e  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  t h e  i n d w e l l i n g  a n d  p r o 
g ress iv e  r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  ("Lit .  3 : 5 ,  (i) . A n d  e v ery  b a p t iz e d  
b e l i e v e r  m u s t  a lw a y s  l o o k  u p o n  b a p t i s m  as h is  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  a 
c o v e n a n t  w i th  t h e  T h r e e - O n e  G o d ,  a n d  as a p le d g e  t h a t  th e  F a t h e r ,  
t h e  S o n ,  a n d  th e  S p i r i t  w i l l  i n  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e  d o  f o r  h i m  a l l  t h a t  
th e y  h a v e  p r o m is e d .  I t  r e q u i r e s  a l i f e - l o n g  s tu d y  to  k n o w  a n d  e n jo y  
a l l  t h e  b le s s in g  t h a t  is p r e s e n t e d  in  b a p t i s m .

I n  o t h e r  p assag es  o f  S c r i p t u r e  th e  t h r i c e  tw o - fo ld  b le s s in g  is 
a g a i n  set  f o r t h  s e p a r a te ly :  th u s  w e  f in d  b o u n d  u p  w i t h  i t  t h e  n e w  
b i r t h  r e q u i r e d  to  m a k e  a c h i ld  o f  G o d .  “ E x c e p t  a m a n  b e  b o r n  o f  
w a t e r  a n d  th e  S p i r i t ,  h e  c a n n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  th e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d . ” T h e  
b a p t iz e d  d is c ip le  h a s  in  G o d  a F a t h e r ,  a n d  h e  h a s  to  l iv e  as a c h i ld  
i n  t h e  lo v e  o f  th is  F a t h e r  ( J o h n  3 : 3 ,  5 ) .

T h e n ,  a g a in ,  b a p t i s m  is b r o u g h t  m o r e  d ir e c t ly  i n t o  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  r e d e m p t i o n  t h a t  is in  C h r i s t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  f irst  a n d  
s im p le s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  i t  is th e  fo rg iv e n e ss  o r  w a s h i n g  a w a y  o f  
s in s .  F o r g iv e n e s s  is a lw ays  t h e  g a te w a y  o r  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  a l l  b le s s in g :  
h e n c e  b a p t i s m  is a lso  th e  s a c r a m e n t  o f  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  
l i f e ;  b u t  o f  a b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  is m a i n t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w h o le  l i fe .  
I t  is o n  th is  a c c o u n t  t h a t  in  R o m a n s  f>, b a p t i s m  is r e p r e s e n t e d  as th e  
s e c r e t  o f  t h e  w h o le  o f  s a n c t i f i c a t io n ,  th e  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  a l i f e  o f  u n io n  
w i th  Jesus. “ O r  a r e  ye i g n o r a n t  t h a t  a l l  w e w h o  w e r e  b a p t i z e d  i n t o  
C h r i s t  J e s u s  w e re  b a p t iz e d  in t o  H is  d e a t h ? ” A n d  t h e n  fo l lo w s
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in  v erses  1-11, t h e  m o r e  p r e c is e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  w h a t  i t  is to  b e  
b a p t iz e d  i n t o  th e  d e a t h  o f  J e s u s ,  a n d  to  a r i s e  o u t  o f  th is  w i t h  H i m  
f o r  a n e w  l i f e  in  H i m .  'T h i s  is e l s e w h e r e  v e ry  p o w e r f u l l y  c o m p r e 
h e n d e d  in  th is  o n e  w o r d :  “ A s m a n y  o f  y o u  as w e r e  b a p t iz e d  i n t o  
C h r i s t  d id  p u t  o n  C h r i s t . ” T h i s  a l o n e  is th e  r i g h t  l i f e  o f  a b a p t iz e d  
d is c i p l e :  h e  h a s  p u t  o n  C h r i s t  ( R o m .  6 : 3 ,  4 ;  G a l .  3 : 2 7 ;  C o l .  2 : 1 2 ) .  
A s  o n e  is p l u n g e d  i n t o  w a t e r  a n d  passes  u n d e r  it ,  so is th e  b e l i e v i n g  
c o n f e s s o r  b a p t iz e d  i n t o  th e  d e a t h  o f  C h r i s t ,  in  o r d e r  t h e n  to  l iv e  
a n d  w a lk  c l o t h e d  w i t h  t h e  n e w  l i f e  o f  C h r i s t .

A n d  t h e r e  a re  o t h e r  passag es  w h e r e  a g a i n  t h e r e  is c o n n e c t e d  w i th  
b a p t i s m  th e  p r o m is e  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ,  n o t  o n l y  as th e  S p i r i t  o f  r e g e n e r a 
t io n ,  b u t  as th e  g i f t  b e s to w e d  f r o m  h e a v e n  u p o n  b e l ie v e r s  f o r  i n 
d w e l l i n g  a n d  s e a l in g ,  f o r  p r o g r e s s iv e  r e n e w a l .  “ H e  s a v e d  us t h r o u g h  
th e  w a s h in g  o f  r e g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  r e n e w i n g  o f  t h e  H o ly  G h o s t ,  w h i c h  h e  
p o u r e d  o u t  u p o n  us r i c h l y . ” R e n e w a l  is h e r e  t h e  a c t iv i ty  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ,  
w h e r e b y  th e  n e w  l i f e  t h a t  is p l a n t e d  in  t h e  n e w  b i r t h  p e n e t r a t e s  o u r  
w h o l e  b e in g ,  so t h a t  a l l  o u r  t h i n k i n g  a n d  d o in g  is s a n c t i f i e d  by  H i m  
( R o m .  1 2 : 2 ;  E p h . 4 : 2 3 ;  T i t .  2 : 5 ,  6 ) .

A n d  a l l  th i s  r i c h  b les s in g  w h i c h  l ies  in  b a p t i s m  is r e c e iv e d  by  
f a i t h .  “ H e  t h a t  b e l i e v e t h ,  a n d  is b a p t iz e d ,  s h a l l  b e  s a v e d .” B a p t i s m  
w a s  n o t  o n ly  a c o n f e s s io n  o n  m a n ’s p a r t  o f  t h e  f a i t h  t h a t  h e  w h o  w o u l d  
b e  a d is c ip le  a l r e a d y  h a d ,  b u t  e q u a l l y  o n  G o d ’s p a r t  a  s ea l  f o r  th e  
c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  f a i t h ,  a c o v e n a n t  t o k e n  in  w h i c h  t h e  w h o l e  t re a s u ry  
o f  g r a c e  lay o p e n ,  to  b e  e n jo y e d  t h r o u g h o u t  l i fe .  A s  o f t e n  as a  
b a p t i z e d  b e l i e v e r  sees a  b a p t i s m  a d m i n i s t e r e d ,  o r  re f le c ts  u p o n  i t ,  
i t  is to  b e  to  h i m  a n  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  to  p ress  b y  a n  e v e r -g r o w in g  
f a i t h  i n t o  th e  f u l l  l i f e  o f  s a l v a t i o n  t h a t  th e  T h r e e - O n e  d es ire s  to  
w o r k  in  h i m .  T h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  is g i v e n  to  a p p r o p r i a t e  w i t h i n  us 
a l l  th e  lo v e  o f  t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  a l l  t h e  g r a c e  o f  t h e  S o n .  T h e  b e l i e v i n g  
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  b a p t i s m  is b a p t iz e d  i n t o  t h e  d e a t h  o f  C h r i s t ,  h a s  p u t  o n  
C h r i s t :  t h e  H o ly  S p i r i t  is i n  h i m  to  g iv e  h i m  a l l  th is  as h is  d a i ly  
e x p e r i e n c e  ( E p h .  4 : 1 4 ,  15; C o l .  2 : 6 ) .

—F r o m  T h e  N ew  Li f e, A n d r e w  M u r r a y ,  p p .  1 9 0 -1 9 3 .  R e v e l l .

CONTROVERSY

I t  m a y  b e  t r u e  t h a t  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  e a g e r  a n d  
e l o q u e n t ,  h a s  s e l d o m  w o n  a  s o u l  f o r  C h r i s t .  N e v e r th e le s s  i t  is a n  
e s s e n t ia l  p a r t  o f  o u r  f a i t h  f o r  w h i c h  w e  a r e  in s t r u c t e d  to  “ e a r n e s t ly  
c o n t e n d . ” T h e  a p o s t le s  h a d  to  c o n t e n d  w i t h  th e  J e w s  a n d  J u d a i s m ,  
P a u l  h a d  to  c o n t e n d  w i t h  t h e  h e a t h e n  a n d  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  G r e e c e  
a n d  R o m e  a n d  m is s io n a r ie s  a l l  d o w n  t h r o u g h  th e  y e a r s  h a v e  h a d  to  
m e e t  t h e  a s s a u lts  o f  h e a t h e n i s m  a n d  its go d s  to  s h o w  t h a t  n o n e  b u t  
C h r i s t  c a n  sat is fy  th e  d e e p e s t  n e e d s  o f  th e  h u m a n  h e a r t .  B u t  w h e n  
a l l  is s a id  a n d  d o n e  b i t t e r  c o n t e n t i o n  a n d  a r g u m e n t  is th e  p o o r e s t  
way to  h e l p  o th e r s  to  C h r i s t .  A r g u m e n t s  c a n  b e  o p p o s e d  a n d  f o r 
g o t t e n ,  b u t  u n se l f is h  lo ve ,  s erv ice ,  s y m p a th y  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i l l  
a lw a y s  p r e v a i l .  —E van gelical Christian
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Seile%&6-u>ty·

D e a r  C h r i s t i a n  F r ie n d s :

D e c e m b e r  h a s  a r r iv e d  a g a in  b r i n g i n g  w i t h  i t  a h a p p y  a n d  g le e f u l  
t i m e  fo r  m o s t  c h i ld r e n  in  o u r  la n d .  M a n y  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
t u r n e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o w a r d  th e  s to r e  w in d o w s  a n d  to y la n d s  w i t h  
b r i g h t  h o p e s  l o r  a w o n d e r f u l  a n d  h a p p y  C h r i s t m a s .  S o m e  w i l l  r e 
c e iv e  m o r e  t h a n  th e y  n e e d ,  m a n y  a n  a v e r a g e  a m o u n t ,  s t i l l  o th e r s  
v e ry  l i t t l e ,  a n d  s o m e  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l .

T h e  c o s t  in v o lv e d  a n d  t h e  e f fo r t  p u t  f o r t h  b y  t h e  f a m i l ie s  o f  o u r  
l a n d  to  m a k e  C h r i s t m a s  a jo y o u s  s e a s o n  w i l l  b e  t r e m e n d o u s .  T h e  
a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  s p e n t  w i l l  r u n  i n t o  th e  m i l l i o n s .  A l l  o f  us  w i l l  
d o  w h a t  w e  c a n  to  m a k e  th is  a h a p p y  s e a s o n  f o r  o u r  o w n  c h i ld r e n .  
W h a t  w i l l  w e  d o  f o r  o th e rs ?

I n  a l l  o f  t h e  a c t iv i ty  o f  th e  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n  w i l l  w e lo s e  s ig h t  
o f  t h e  g r e a t  G i f t  w h i c h  G o d  gav e  to  t h e  w o r l d  i n  H i s  S o n ,  t h e  L o r d  
Je su s  C h r i s t ?  W h e t h e r  i t  b e  t r u e  o r  n o t ,  C h r i s t m a s  d ay  is t h e  d ay  
r e c o g n iz e d  as th e  b i r t h d a y  o f  J e s u s .  H e  lo v e d  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  
a lw a y s  s h o w e d  t h e m  s p e c ia l  a t t e n t i o n .  N o t  o n e  r e g a r d le s s  o f  h o w  
p o o r  o r  n e e d y  w o u ld  b e  n e g le c t e d .  H e  s h o w e r e d  t h e m  w i t h  H is  
lo v e  a n d  a f f e c t io n  a n d  s p o k e  o f  t h e m  as b e i n g  t h e  g r e a te s t  i n  th e  
k i n g d o m  o f  h e a v e n .  H e  a lso  l e f t  c o m m a n d m e n t  i n  H i s  w o r d  t h a t  
H is  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  c a r e  fo r  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  H e  p u t  th i s  m a t t e r  h i g h  
o n  H is l is t  as a n  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  f o r  H is  c h u r c h .  W e  c a n  d o  H is  
w i l l ,  p le a s e  H i m ,  a n d  b e  m o r e  l ik e  H i m  b y  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  o u r  lo v e  
in  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  n e e d s  fo r  u n f o r t u n a t e  a n d  h o m e le s s  c h i l d r e n .

W e  h a v e  a  n i c e  c h i l d r e n ’s h o m e  a t  S e l l e r s b u r g .  T h e  L o r d  h as  
b les s ed  us r i c h ly  in  t h e  p a s t  a n d  w e l o o k  to  H i m  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  b le s s 
ings.  W e  h a v e  t r i e d  to  e m p h a s iz e  t h e  g r e a te s t  o f  a l l  g i f ts ,  t h e  g i f t  o f  
G o d ’s S o n  f o r  o u r  s a lv a t io n .  O n c e  e a c h  y e a r  a t  C h r i s t m a s  t i m e  w e  
s e n d  a l e t t e r  i n v i t i n g  t h e  L o r d ’s p e o p l e  to  s h a r e  w i t h  u s  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  
o f  p r o v i d i n g  th e  p h y s ic a l ,  m e n t a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
c o m m i t t e d  to  o u r  c a re .

W e  a r e  a s k i n g  e a c h  c o n g r e g a t io n  to  ta k e  a s p e c i a l  o f f e r i n g  as 
a C h r i s t m a s  g i f t  f o r  th is  w o rk .  I f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w h e r e  y o u  w o r s h i p  
d o es  n o t  d o  th is ,  w e h o p e  y o u  w i l l  s e n d  in  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  g i f t .  W e  
d e p e n d  o n  th e s e  e x t r a  o f fe r in g s  a t  C h r i s t m a s  t i m e  to  c a r r y  us t h r o u g h  
t h e  l e a n  m o n t h s  o f  th e  y e a r .  O u r  n e e d s  a r e  g r e a t  th is  y e a r ,  so  w e  
h o p e  y o u r  r e s p o n s e  w i l l  b e  g r e a t .

I n  C h r i s t i a n  lo v e ,
H o w a r d  T .  M a r s h ,  S u p t .
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NEW S AND NOTES
Hong Kong: Monday morning I was

invited to speak at a special gathering 
of brethren who get together for half 
day meetings every time they have a 
holiday. There were about thirty pres
ent. They come from several different 
groups. T he subject they gave me was 
contending for the faith. It gave a 
good opportunity to emphasize the need 
for being simple Christians and simply 
taking our stand upon the word of 
God rather than contending for the 
doctrines of our church. I really don’t 
know how most of them received it, 
but was glad the Lord gave me the 
opportunity to speak to them. Most 
of these brethren are really devoted to 
the Lord. In a discussion period one 
old brother said the time of the end 
cannot be far away. He mentioned 
the visit of the head of the Anglican 
church to see the pope and the fact 
that the U. S. has now chosen a Roman 
Catholic president. He said the alli
ance between Catholicism and commu
nism is not far away. —Dennis L. Allen.

Hapeville, Ga.: Thursday, November
24 is less than a month away. We are 
eagerly anticipating our meeting with 
brethren from sister congregations on 
that day. The purpose of the meeting, 
besides the fellowship, is to discuss lo
cal mission work, both within the local 
congregation and in the starting of 
new churches. There will be an after
noon session followed by a meal together 
and a service that night. —Bob Ross.

Louisville, Ky.: Herman Fox visited
P.C.S. and spoke at 8:30 chapel. The 
service was not dismissed until 11:15. 
During the period thirteen High School 
and 7th and 8th grade children came 
forward for baptism. About two-thirds 
of the school children otherwise came 
forward for reconsecration. Herman 
brought a simple lesson from 1 Cor. 10. 
No undue pressure was brought upon 
the children. They were talked to be
fore the afternoon baptism service. A 
few will be baptized in their home 
churches.

We hope this little revival at Port
land continues. We have seven from 
Ormsby in Portland school—make it 
eight. You don’t go wrong by sending 
your children to Portland. Children 
can answer a challenge. They have a 
serious side, even though t Hey need 
recreation. —J. R. Clark in The Orms- 
by Witness.

Louisville, Ky.: The meeting at East
Jefferson was reported to have been 
good with one baptism and a good many 
rededications. It was preceded by six 
or seven weeks of special prayer. Out 
of ii is to come even more prayer 
meetings. The preaching was more in 
the nature of testimony and exhorta
tion than in the usual sermon style. 
All who attended were refreshed and 
revived as seen in manifestation of a 
spiritual desire for greater service to 
the Lord.

Louisville, Ky.: The meeting at Rowan 
Street with Brother Herman Fox doing 
the preaching had many responses and 
one baptism. Though many of those 
who came forward were from other 
congregations, including the one bap
tized, and some specific hopes were not 
realized, still the Rowan Street church 
received much spiritual blessing.

Louisville, Ky.: The Portland church
lias a steady increase in new births and 
in spiritual growth. In the past month 
there were four baptisms (One was 
baptized at Rowan St. and one made 
the fourteenth from the school.) and a 
number of rededications.

Salisbury, Africa: Joy Garrett says in
a letter that the Salisbury area has had 
117 baptisms since January. On Octo
ber 2 a new congregation was begun 
at a place called Lindon Park Farm. 
Thirteen were baptized there. She told 
us that Bobby has the mumps. Then 
she tells about a leopard that came to 
see (hem. She says: “When one gazes 
at the modern downtown area of Salis
bury, it is hard to believe you are 
actually in the heart of Africa. How
ever, last night shortly past 1:00 a.m. 
we were awakened by the loud barking 
of some stray dogs back of the house. 
We investigated and were amazed to 
see a leopard strolling down our drive
way, going toward the road. Several 
months ago a leopard mauled a large 
dog near here. A neighbor saw him in 
bis headlights and the dog was saved 
only because he fell into a narrow ditch.”

Louisville, Nov. 20. Home again after 
six weeks during which I made a tour 
through South Louisiana, visiting 22 
congregations and the Bible Chair at 
Hammond. It would take up a lot 
of space to give a write-up of the whole 
trip and what we observed in the 22 
churches as well as at the Bible Chair.



Beginning with Seventh and Camp Sts. 
in Old New Orleans, we (wife accom
panying to check up on every speech) 
went to Boothville, 90 miles down the 
Mississippi, afterwards to Jennings on 
an itinerary and ranged among the 
Crowley and DeRidder included; then 
in the Alexandria-Denham Springs a- 
reas, schedule arranged by W. J. John
son and others, including Sidney May- 
eux. Thence into Tangipaho Parish, 
scheduled by Richard Ramsey and H. 
C. Winnett. Nearly every congregation 
visited is on the “up-up.” Some three, 
possibly four, are exceptions, but each 
of these has onward, forward yearnings.

Besides the brethren already men
tioned these also were found actively 
engaged in preaching and leaching the 
Word in their respective fields: H. C.
Wiley, C. M. Sitman, N. ()., Francis 
Holdeman, Boothville, Antoine Valde- 
tero with Ivy Istre, Jennings, Maurice 
LaFleur, Estherwood, Matther and Rich
ard Istre, Sulphur, Nelson Henning, 
Lake Charles (preaching part time at 
Sulphur), Her hers Ingalls, DeRidder 
(Ben J. Elston, there, 93 attended night 
service.), Mac LeDoux and John and 
Robert Istre, Alexandria, Stanford Brou
ssard, aided much by Sam Moreland, 
Bayou Jaque, Steve Hazelton, Oakdale, 
A. J. Istre, Glenmora. In Tangipaho 
Parish (north of N. O.), Mac Anderson, 
Frank Brooks, Ponchatoula, Frank Sand- 
age, Big Creek, Lowell LeDoux, Shiloh 
and Berea, Cleo Russell, Dan Ricks and 
Henry Ford, Roseland mission, Merton 
Andrus, Amite, appreciated helper of 
H. C. Winnett there, Odis Ford, Pine 
Grove. At Abbeville Frank Mullins, Jr. 
does some of the preaching. The two 
schools, P.C.S. and S.C.C. are well repre
sented in the list, and some of their 
wives are graduates of the same. It is 
noticeable how many in the list are 
Jennings boys, this to the credit of 
the Jennings church, nurtured for some 
27 years by Ivy Istre (Betty teaming 
with him).

We are tempted to list the several 
song leaders at the 22 churches visited, 
and indeed our several hostesses, whom 
we cannot forget. All are engaged in 
one and the same great work, the w7ork 
of the same great and good Lord.

Home again, this reporter is engaged 
in Bible Class work with East Jefferson 
Sts. and Portland Avenue churches in 
Louisville. Let the Lord’s work in 
every place have the aid all saints can 
give through prayer. -Stanford Cham
bers, 4519 Jewell Avenue.

Louisville, Ky.: The Kentucky Ave
nue church reports for 1960 to date 
15 baptisms, 12 for membership, I 
restoration and 17 for reconsecration. 
Their minister is J. F. Stinnette.

Campbell, Tex.: Inclosed find $2.00
for my subscription. “Mutual Longing” 
is the most beautiful poem I have ever 
read. Thanks so much for all the 
blessings you have brought to my life. 
—Mrs. R. Q. Petti! t.

Louisville, Ky.: A good brother placed 
membership with (he Ormsby church 
a few Sundays ago. We enjoyed a 
message each from David Clancy and 
Duval Means in November. — J . R. Clark.

Carl Kitzmiller was with the Down
town Church of Christ in El Paso from 
October 30 to November 6 in meetings. 
W. L. Wilson is the minister there.

S.C.C. CHOIR GIVES CONCERT
Word lias been passing around that 

the S.C.C. singers this year are the best 
in the history of the school. Their 
singing at Kentucky Avenue church of 
Christ confirmed that rumor. At last 
Kentucky Avenue had a house full and 
running over. One brother counted 
543 present. The singing was varied 
and wonderful. The offering amounted 
to $171.10. John Fulda is director of 
the choir this year.

VISITS TO IOWA
J. R. Clark and Brother and Sister 

Waldo S. Hoar were in meetings at 
Leon, Iowa, Thanksgiving week. Bro. 
Clark preached Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday nights and Thanksgiving 
afternoon. Brother Hoar directed sing
ing and preached Thanksgiving morn
ing. Brethren from Osceola, Sunny 
Slope, Davis City, Downy, Leon, and 
Eagleville congregations were in the 
meetings. This is the field where 
William J. Campbell devoted much of 
his life. Sister Campbell continues to 
be active. Brother Campbell departed 
to he with the Lord in 1953. There 
are seven or eight small congregations 
in this area. Bob Morrow is minister 
al Leon. Roy Barth of the Downy 
congregation does appointment preach
ing. Otherwise the field needs preach
ers. Another preacher or (wo here would 
do much good.

500 Attend Thanksgiving Service 
The Louisville area churches had 

a joint Thanksgiving meeting at the 
Male High School as planned. About 
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.■ >()() were in al tendance. The offering 
came to $1012 plus, which was devoted 
to Christian education. Bruce drow
ning made an excellent Thanksgiving 
speech. Singing, directed by Thomas 
Y. Clark, was superline. Alex Wilson 
led the Portland Christian High School 
Chorus in a special number.

“BOOK SECTION” in Word and Work
“To publish or not to publish, that 

is the question. Brother J. R. Clark 
has written a series of articles on the 
inspiration of the scripture, which he 
calls “A Book From Heaven.” His first 
thought was to publish these articles 
in pamphlet form, but he decided 
rather to give them to the readers of 
Word and Work and be guided by 
their judgment. For a few months we 
will save tire type and if there is suffi
cient demand we will bring out a 
little book at a nominal price. First in 
a terse way he presents the CLAIMS 
of the Bible to be the word of God. 
This is followed by CREDENTIALS 
to substantiate these claims. These 
articles are to begin in the January is
sue.

Orange Park, Fla.: An exhibit booth
was offered to us at the Greater 
Jacksonville Fair in exchange for ad
vertising. We took it, knowing that it 
would mean an extra burden of work. 
I believe we have the best location of 
any of the exhibits. It is nearly im
possible for anyone to go to the Fair 
and not see it. And Dan did a superb 
job of preparing it. Of course, we 
think it is the most attractive exhibit 
at the Fair! Beside the commercial ad
vantage of being seen at the Fair, it 
has given us a wonderful opportunity 
to witness to the pleasure-seekers of 
this world. We have given away thou
sands of tracts and have had opportun
ity to speak to many about our Savior. 
—Gordon R. Linscott.

radio station. This program can be 
heard each Sunday morning at 8:15.

Tulsa, Oklahoma: I have just recently
read your August, 1960, issue of Word 
and Work, and I would like to say that 
I was delighted with its contents. Bro. 
LeRoy Yowell, here in Tulsa, intro
duced me to your wonderful magazine. 
—Alvin E. Langford.

WATCH-NIGHT SERVICE PLANNED
Since the old year closes out on a 

Saturday this time, the Nelsonville, Ky. 
congregation is planning for a Watch- 
night service for the first lime in the 
history of this congregation.

At about 7:45 the service will begin 
with a sermon based upon the “Signs 
of the Times”. Following an intermis
sion, the service will be reconvened, 
with the rest of the time given to 
singing, exhortation and fellowship. We 
invite any who are within driving dis
tance of Nelsonville, Kentucky, to join 
with us for all or part of this service. 
-Robert Heid.

Abilene, Texas: Many of the good 
things we enjoy at Southside are not 
news-worthy items, but we praise the 
Lord for a continuing spirit of sted- 
fastness manifest by many, for brother
ly love, for peace, and for spiritual 
growth.

Brother Shichiro Nakahara and his 
family were with us October 2, for a 
line service,

On October 9. Mr. I. L. Killingsworth 
of Brownwood responded to the Sun
day evening invitation, putting on the 
Lord Jesus Christ in baptism. On Oc
tober 25 we had the privilege of hearing 
Linda Shipman make the good con
fession and of witnessing her burial 
“into death” and her resurrection to 
“walk in newness of life.” On the 
sixteenth Mr. and Mrs. Jim Manly an
nounced their desire to work and wor
ship with us. —Carl Kitzmiller.

PRESTONS NEED MORE SUPPORT IT ’S TIME TO RENEW
Neal Phillips writes that Harold Pres

ton needs more support to enable him 
to do a maximum amount of work in 
the Philippines. He suggests that a 
few churches might join those who 
tire now giving. Only live churches 
giving $10 each would enable the Galla
tin church to send a much needed $50 
per month extra.

NEW RADIO PROGRAM 
Leon, Iowa. 1 have started a radio 

program over the Maryville, Missouri,

As usual, many subscriptions to the 
Word and Work run out in December 
and January. Some may regard the 
matter of renewing with indifference, 
but it is a crucial time for us at Word 
and Work. You need our paper and 
we need your subscription. All of us 
love to attend church and hear good 
preaching. The lessons we hear do 
their work in our lives but soon leave 
our memories. In Word and Work 
we preserve in writing some of the 
choicest truths that we hear on Sun



days. We profit by these written les
sons. Besides, we furnish news of ac
tivities of the churches. In a club of 
four or more your renewal is $1.75. 
Singly, $2.00.

JORGENSONS IN HOLLYWOOD
Brother and Sister E. L. Jorgenson 

are spending the winter in Hollywood, 
California. They went by car. Brother 
Jorgenson was to speak briefly at Mt. 
Auburn Church in Dallas. Their Cali
fornia address is Garden Court Apart
ment Hotel, 7021 Hollywood Blvd., 
Hollywood, California.

SPECIAL UNITY MEETINGS
A special meeting dealing with prob

lems growing out of division in the re
ligious world, and exploring scriptural 
means of achieving greater unity, will 
be conducted at the Court Street congre
gation, Sullivan, Indiana, January 14, 
15, by W. Carl Ketcherside. Subjects

are as follows: Saturday night, “The 
Greatest Counterfeiter in the World”; 
Sunday morning, “Human Ostriches”; 
Sunday afternoon, “Where Does Chris
tian Unity Begin?”; Sunday night, “The 
Law in One Sentence.” Invitations 
are being issued to people of all faiths 
in the area to attend.

Visit Word and Work Book Store
Our shelves are bulging with good 

books, the best you can secure anywhere! 
Have you visited our store? Our friends 
do a great amount of shopping and 
buying for Christmas. You can make 
your shopping count for the Lord in 
two ways by making one or more of 
your gifts a Bible or a book otherwise. 
It will be a blessing to the one who 
receives it and it will be a help to the 
Word and Work in the ministry of 
the printed page. Drop in at 2518 
Portland, call SP 6-8966, or write us. 
Our business is to serve the Lord and 
ton.

A WARNING

Robert B. Boyd

I  fe e l  th e  n e e d  o f  w a r n i n g  a g a i n s t  a  p r e v a i l i n g  d a n g e r —th e  
d a n g e r  o f  m i s t a k i n g  f e e l in g s  o f  d is g u s t  fo r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  G o d  
in  r e l ig io u s  m a t t e r s .  A  n u m b e r  o f  b r e t h r e n  h a v e  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  f o u n d  
i t  sa fe  a n d  r i g h t  to  s t a n d  o n  t h e  w h o l e  c o u n s e l  o f  G o d .  W e  h a v e  
s e e n  t h e  n e e d  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  o f  a p o s t o l i c  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  w o r s h ip ,  a n d  
o f  p r o p e r  t e a c h i n g  o n  s a lv a t io n .  B u t  w e  h a v e  h a d  o c c a s io n ,  e s p e c ia l ly  
i n  r e c e n t  years ,  to  b e c o m e  v e ry  m u c h  d is g u s te d  w i t h  t h e  e v e r  i n c r e a s 
i n g  n u m b e r  o f  a b u s e r s  o f  th is  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  d a n g e r  l ies  i n  a l l o w i n g  
d is g u s t  w i t h  th e s e  a b u s e s  a n d  a b u s e r s  to  d r iv e  us a w a y  f r o m  t h e  
c o r r e c t  p o s i t i o n  i n  C h r i s t ,  w h i l e  w e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  f a i l  to  d e t e c t  
t h a t  d is g u st  is t h e  c h i e f  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  d e p a r t u r e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a r e  d e 
c e iv e d  i n t o  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  f u r t h e r  e n l i g h t e n e d  b y  th e  
L o r d .

T o  b e  s u re ,  a l l  w h o  w o u l d  b e  w e l l  p l e a s i n g  to  G o d  w i l l  p r o g re ss ,  
b u t  l e t  us  n o t  m i s t a k e  r e a c t io n s  c a u s e d  b y  d is g u s t  as p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  
k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d .  T o  s t a n d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  G o d 's  w i l l ,  
as w e l l  b a l a n c e d  d is c ip le s  o f  C h r i s t ,  w i l l  p r e s e n t  i t s  d if f icu l t ie s .  B u t  
h o w  o f t e n  h a s  C h r i s t  s a id  to  th o s e  o f  us w h o  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  to  ta k e  
a n  u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  s ta n d ,  as  H e  l o o k e d  u p o n  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  
a l lo w e d  d is g u st  to  d r iv e  t h e m  aw ay ,  “W i l l  y e  a l s o  g o  a w a y ? ” S u r e ly  
w h e n  w e  s e r io u s ly  t h i n k  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  th i s  l ig h t ,  o u r  h e a r t s  c ry  
o u t ,  “ L o r d ,  w h e r e  s h a l l  w e  g o ? ” o r ,  i n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  P e t e r ,  “T o  w h o m  
s h a l l  w e  g o ? ”

—F r o m  W .  & W . ,  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 1 1 .



TEACHERS’ BIBLES

These attractive editions offer the American 
Standard Version with center column refer
ences, plus 234 pages of Combined Concord
ance, 118-page Bible Dictionary and 12 col
ored maps. Printed in Onyx Bold Face pro
nouncing type. All editions stamped in 
genuine gold. Page size 5 % "  x 8 V4 ".

Fine Bible Paper Editions

2252 Black genuine leather,· divinity circuit; gold edges. 
Boxed. $12.50

2250 Same as above with Presentation Page. Family Rec
ord; 32 pages of Bible study aids and 96 pages of 
questions and answers; 24 colored and 23 black 
and white illustrations. $14.50

India Paper Editions. Only 13/16" thick.
2252X Black genuine leather; divinity circuit; gold edges. 

Boxed. $17.50

2254X Black genuine Morocco; leather-lined. Otherwise, 
same as 2252X. $22.50

T hat I m ay dwell in 
Je -h o-vah all the day 

T o  behold  t h e beauty 
And to in q u ire  in his

SCHOLARS' BIBLES

Specially bound as gift or reward Bible for 
junior Sunday School scholars, this edition has 
many fine features young people will find 
helpful— a daily Bible reading course for the 
entire year, 64 pages of practical aids to Bible 
study, 6 colored maps of Bible lands, plus 15 
full-page illustrations (8 in color). Printed in 
New Bold pronouncing type on fine Bible 
paper. Page size 4 ’Λ" x 6 % " .

96

94

Black leatheroid; divinity circuit; red edges. Boxed.
$5.25

Black genuine feather; divinity circuit; gold edges. 
Boxed. $7.50

they shall have eaten 
themselves, and waxed 
will they turn unto other 
serve them, and despise 
break my covenant.



If your DATE LINE below is encircled in Red YOUR Subscription has Expired

For Suggested Christmas Gift Books, See Cover Pages Of 

Past Several Word and Work Magazines and Quarterlies.

“We have a good slock on our shelves . .“We have a good slock on our shelves . .
HERE ARE A FEW LATE SUGGESTIONS FOR CH RISTM AS-----

An Introduction to Bible Archaeology—by Howard E. Vos - - $ ,!30
Famous Archaeological Discoveries —by Merrill F. Unger - - - - 1.00
New Discoveries in Babylonia about Genesis—By P. J . Wiseman - 2.50
Explore the Book, A six volume commentary on the whole Bible —by

Sidlow Baxter - - -  - -  - - ...............................Set 19.50
How to Prepare an Expository Sermon —Harold E. Knott - 1.75
All The Men of the Bible —by Herbert Lockyer ............................................. 4.95
Sermon Outlines (Exegetical and Expository) by W. H. Griffith Thomas - 2.00
Of God and Men —by A. W. Tozer (His latest B o o k ) ......................................2.75
1961 Standard Lesson Commentary—International Uniform Sunday school

Lessons, ................................................................................................. 2.95

Order From: THE WORD AND WORK 2518 Portland Avenue Louisville 12, Kentucky


