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Robert H eld  Is a minister In Louisville, Kentucky.

Q a d 'i ,  f y a m ih f ,

W . R. H.

L A N D M A R K  OR D A N G E R F L A G

The new  year was only five days old when a great “Landm ark 
Decision” was handed down by a Federal Court in the State o f Arkan
sas. The Public school system o f Arkansas cannot “ foist”  relig ion  upon 
citizens o f the State, by ordering equal time be g iven  to the considera
tion o f the B iblical account o f creation, along w ith  the theory o f evolu 
tion. This decision was hailed as a great v ictory fo r  the Am erican 
C iv il L iberties Union, who had viciously brought the case to  court 
and furnished considerable grist to the mills o f the news media. A  
great landmark, it was called, and one that w ill p lay a great part in 
other like cases pending in States such as Louisiana and Tennessee.

And  a landmak it  is! See it a long w ith  the decision to elim inate 
prayer and B ib le reading from  the public schools. See it alongside the 
Abortion  decision. L in e  it up with the Equal Rights Am endm ent. 
W ith  these in view , it is not difficult for us to get our bearings—to know 
where w e are! These markers are very close to us—not on the distant 
horizon. Th ey  mark the channel in which w e  are already entered, the 
choice o f the port is no longer in question. Soon w e  can drop anchor 
and make our individual ways to the shore o f this “ glorious” land that 
is w aiting to coddle us, seduce the youth to godlessness, p rov ide  equal 
opportunity to  all, encourage abortion, pose to debunk the Bible, and 
ridicule holiness. “ D ow n w ith  chart and compass! Land  H o !”

W ebster’s dictionary defines landmark as “an event considered as a 
h igh point or a turning point o f  a period.” So, “ landmark” m ay w ell 
prove to be a proper w ord  for it. A ll landmarks are not bad, nor are all 
good. It is dependent upon their propose. One lighthouse guides 
ships into the safety o f a sheltered harbor, w h ile  another guards against 
w reck ing upon a hidden reef. Some are d iligen tly  tended and kept 
lighted, w h ile others are let go to crum ble and fall. A  good chart 
should include the various landmarks, and a w ise navigator w ill know 
how  to interpret each one.

B E L IE V E R S  H A V E  A  C H A R T  A N D  C O M P A S S
The section o f our chart tlw t is called “ Romans” has this notation: 

“ they enchanged the truth o f G od for a lie, and w orsh ipped and served 
the creature, rather than the Creator.” (1 :2 5 ) Verse 28 fo llow s w ith 
another landmark: “And  even as they refused to have G od  in their
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knowledge, G od gave them up unto a reprobate mind, to do those 
things which are not fitting.”  Peter tells us: “mockers shall come w ith 
mockery, walk ing after their own lusts.”  (2  Pet. 3 :3 ). John makes this 
statement: “ L ittle  children, it is the last hour: and as ye  heard that 
anti-christ cometh, even now  have there arisen m any anti-christs” 
(1  Jn. 2 :18 ). W e  can he blessed by these various landmark decisions, 
i f  w e  are alert to what they portend.

There  are some cases that (as this on e ) go to trial before a soli
tary judge, rather than a panel or any sort o f jury. Some time back 
I came to understand that juries w ere to determ ine guilt o f comission 
o f a crime, whereas judges are to decide i f  laws have been vio lated  and 
then to pronounce punishment. The trial under discussion dealt w ith 
whether or not the Arkansas Legislature’s recently-passed law  that 
requ ired  consideration o f the “ Creation record” in the schoolroom—was 
a constitutional law  at all. The judge deem ed that it was not. I 
expect that only states that are in the B ible belt w ill even consider 
the creation account as being vital to education. And  w hile the 
m ajority o f the citizens in these states, (K y ., Tenn., Ark., Miss., L ou 
isiana, and Texas ) m ight honestly want this truth to be a part of their 
public school study, a vocal m inority w ill overcome.

A L L  IS N O T  L O S T  F O R  T H E  C H R IS T IA N

M any science students all across our country have not been ex
posed to the B ib le or to the account o f G od ’s creation at all. These are 
the ones who are really bearing the brunt o f this court ruling. Some 
w ill graduate so b linded that the light o f the W ord  w ill never be 'able 
to break through. H ow ever, to the th inking Christian, there should be 
nought but good  to  come. W e  must begin to study and teach the 
W ord  o f G od as w e  have never taught it before. N o  longer dare w e let 
the public schools take the fu ll say in 'education o f our children. Chris
tian schools and Sunday schools should really be appreciated as the 
G od-given  means to m eet this responsibility. A nd  the teachers should 
see how  really important their task is, and to honestly prepare and 
pray and present, as i f  eternity itself depended upon it. G ivers to 
Christian education should be spurred on to new  heights, and enroll
ment in such schools ought to g row  and flourish.

W H A T  C A N  B E  D O N E ?
Likew ise, the homes w ith in the church ought to benefit, i f  we 

but clearly see these landmark decisions for what they are. I t  is at 
home that w e  must enlighten our young peop le against abortion, im 
morality, dishonesty, and sin in general. M orality, the old kind, 
must be a part o f the daily image. Questionable things must be gone. 
Truth must b e  on the throne always. W e  can pray. W e  can censor 
the school books that the State provides, and wherein they implant 
error, w e must refute it. W e  can actively choose better schools for 
our children and grandchildren. W e  can live  as in the light o f the 
soon com ing o f our Lord. W e  can see to it that all that w e  do is done 
in love. Then each landmark, as it arises, w ill be to us a true danger 
flag, 'and w e can warn and be warned, accordingly. M ay God help us.
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Jack Blaes preaches at the Antioch Church, Frankfort, Ky. and teaches at the 
Portland Christian School in Louisville.

rU ie u U n < j, t h e  J ^ e w - Ί

Jack Blaes

R IC H A R D  A L L E N  H A D  T O  G O ! I 
don’t know what is involved in the 
seemingly insignificant gifts of money 
and or watches he received from some 
Japanese, but those w ere not the reason 
he was m anuevered from  the adminis
tration. There are anti-communists, 
and there are anti-anti-communists. Mr. 
Allen is on record, and has been for 
a long time as an anti-communist. Hold  
ing a key post on the National Security 
staff under Henry Kissinger, he was  
outspoken in his criticism of Kissinger’s 
detente diplomacy and those “L iberals” 
—loved by  Henry—w ho were leaking 

r.al secrets to the press in order 
.j sabotage official policy and express
ing their opposition to it. As Richard 
Allen put it: “Henry thought he could 
manipulate these people; in fact, he 
succeeded in opening the bow els of 
the Administration to the N e w  Left.”
IN  A N  E F F O R T  T O  IN F O R M  A N D  
C H A N G E  T H E  P O S T U R E  of those in 
State and even lesser positions of re 
sponsibility, w e  recall this remark made  
more than ten years ago: “During the 
period of peaceful coexistence, the 
Communists . . . hope not only to gain 
through an American and W estern slow  
down in armaments, but also to sub
vert and paralyze hostile governments 
in the hope that at the critical moment 
such governments w ill capitulate or will 
be incapable of offering effective re
sistance.” His feeling regarding favoring  
Reds with high-technology trade is ex
pressed in this: “By expanding trade 
with the Soviet Union and with Eastern  
Europe, the W est helps to reinforce 
the enem y’s strategic power.”
F O R  W H A T  IT  IS W O R T H , my opin
ion is that had' M r. Reagan named him 
(a big  problem  w ou ld  have been Senate 
confirmation) as his Secretary of State,

he w ou ld  not have been nudged out as 
it happened. But he had to go—ant i- 
anti-communiststs had decided that.

o a o ft ft o

E A R L Y  L A S T  Y E A R  B E F O R E  T H E  
A M E R IC A N  B A N K E R S  Association 
convention, a very important banker 
m ade the fo llow ing remarks as part of 
his speech.

“And there is one further price—or 
more accurately cost—that is the most 
onerous of all. The fastest rising cost 
in the Am erican economy over the past 
15 years is neither the cost of haircuts 
nor mortgages nor any of the other 
goods and services in the Price Index. 
It is the cost of government—federal, 
state, and local—paid for through our 
systematic taxation. Between 1975 and 
1979, the Federal tax bill for all Am er
icans increased more than eight times 
as much as their fuel bill. To put it 
bluntly, the root of our inflationary 
crisis is crearly the soaring price of 
government.

“W e  dont have to search far and 
w ide for the instigator of the increase 
in the money supply. It rests in the 
huge rise in government spending. Over 
the past decade, Federal outlays for ed
ucation, health, Social Security and 
other benefits increased by $270 billion. 
And they now  account for more than 
60% of the total budget. Moreover, 
these outlays have gained the name 
“entitlements” and m any have become 
indexed to inflation—so costs rise auto
matically.

“W e  must recognize that no effective 
control over expenses is possible w ith 
out action on the so-called entitlements. 
Standards for some of these programs 
could be  tightened without creating 
hardship for genuinely needy recipients.



Moreover, the practice and method of 
indexing m any of these benefits to in
flation should be scrutinized carefully. ’ 
L E S T  Y O U  A R E  T H IN K IN G  T H A T  
T H E  A B O V E  points w ere m ade by  
Robert W elch  of the John Birch Soci
ety, I  hasten to tell you they come 
from none other than Mr. D avid  Rocke
feller. Cou ld  anyone be farther to the 
left than he, yet where have you heard  
more sound economic thought? D o hope 
it wasn ’t a mere lapse.

N O T  A  B A D  F R IN G E  B E N E F IT . In  
1979, according to U.S. Cham ber of 
Commerce figures, the average fringe  
benefits going to Am erican workers in
cluding such things as Social Security, 
life and health insurance, pensions, and 
paid vacations totaled $5,560 per work
er, roughly 30% of total compensation.

a ο # o «  o

T H E  M A S S A C H U S S E T S  N E W S P A 
PE R  P U B L IS H E R S  heard the president 
of that state’s Senate, president W illiam  
Bulgar speak out on the effects of 
forced busing to The Boston school 
system. H e said that U. S. District 
Judge W . Arthur Garrity, Jr. has actu
ally presided over the destruction of 
the Boston School System—that effected 
schools are more racially im balanced  
than they w ere at the outset . . . and 
the experience has polarized races. A  
fraction of the money lavished on the 
program  of busing other people’s chil
dren—only the children of the poor, at 
that—w ou ld  have been sufficient to send 
every child involved to N e w  Egnland's 
most expensive prep school.”

« O O O O
“IN  30 or 40 Years,” A L E X A N D E R  
S O L Z H E N IT S Y N  SAYS, “you w ill read  
the Chinese Gulag Archipelago, and you 
will be stunned, you w ill say, w e ll w e  
didn ’t know; but you must know today 
w hat’s going on. By trusting China you 
w ill yield the other half of the earth, 
because the main threat is now  of the 
present administration’s trust in China. 
This is imposible. They are the same 
Communists; they use the same meth
ods, and they use the annihilation poli
cy.” ft e ft ft a ft
Y A L E  P R O F E S S O R  E M E R IT U S  D A V 
ID  N E L S O N  R O W E , a specialist in 
Chinese affairs, issues a stern w arning to
the United States on the dangers of

arm ing Communists China. An  alliance 
with Peiping w ou ld  be as disasterous as 
was the arming of Soviet Russia during  
W o rld  W a r  II. The Peiping regime is 
more unstable now  than ever before, he 
said, and China’s economic dilem a can
not be solved under Communism. The  
Republic of China on Taiw an  points the 
w ay to recovery—abandonment of the 
Communistic system and the restoration 
of free enterprise and free market sys
tem. e ο e » ft ft
O N E  B IL L IO N  D O L L A R S  A N N U A L 
L Y  in S O C IA L  S E C U R IT Y  T R U S T  
funds are paid to around 313,000 
people living in foreign countries. Seven  
out of ten are not Am erican citizens. 
Social Security Commissioner John 
Svahn is fearful that m any foreign  
recipients of Social Security payments 
are receiving monies due to fake or 
opportunistic marriages and adoptions. 
To support his fears this case is ad
vanced: A  man w ho had earned as little 
as $1,531 at his job in the United  
States—Upon  retirement he m oved to 
another country, and in 1968, died at 
age 81 leaving a w idow  and a young 
son w ho have so far received nearly 
$23,000. W ith  this and other suoh stor
ies to spur him on, Congressman C lar
ence M iller (R .-O h io) is co-sponsoring > 
bill to, in a measure, correct such ap
parent abuses.o ft * ft ft ft
T H R E E  P R O B L E M S  W IT H  C O A L .  
John McKetta, scientist and authority 
on electric power has observed the 
follow ing; Today there are only three 
problems with coal: Federal leasing 
policy makes it illegal to get near the 
coal; the M ine Safety Administration 
makes it illegal to mine the coal; 
and the Environmental Protection A -  
gency makes it illegal to burn the coal.

S C IE N T IS T S  IN  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  
O F  E N E R G Y  A T  C A L IF O R N IA ’S 
Law rence Laboratory planned and de
veloped a unique mouse trap. It was a 
teeter-totter design in which a mouse 
seeking bait is dum ped into a con
tainer of water and drowned. W hen  
demonstrating it to reporters, one 
mouse walked onto the teeter-totter 
to take the bait while another sat at the 
bottom balancing it.



Alex W ilson  is a missionary in the Philippines.

Feiiowship and Our Heritage
A lex V. W ilson

D o you have any unwanted brothers or sisters in Christ? Last 
month w e saw what the B ib le teaches about unity and fellow sh ip  
among believers. W e  referred  to over ten passages. That study was 
basic, for our authority in any matter is the W ord  o f God, not the 
opinions o f uninspired men.

Yet w e  can learn a lot too from  mature Christians o f later ages 
who w ere d iligent students o f  Scripture. And  on the topic o f Chris
tian fellowship their insights are especially valuable. For in the days 
when the N ew  Testam ent was being written, there w ere no fu ll-fledged  
denominations such as exist today. So the apostles did not face a 
situation exactly like our own, and g ive  specific instructions about it. 
Thus as w e  face the Christendom of today and w onder how  to react, 
w e  must seek to extract p rincip les from  Scrip tu re  to gu ide us. This is 
not always easy, and w e can profit from  the teachings and practices o f 
believers who preceded us.

Brother Boll put it superbly when he w rote:
The consideration that this or that great man taught thus and so, or even 

that “the brotherhood” believes thus and so—weighs absolutely nothing so far as 
the determining of the faith of the humblest Christian is concerned. The simple 
Christian knows absolutely no R abbi save the Lord  Jesus Christ alone. (Matt. 
23:8-10)

By this is not meant that Christians are to show no deference and consid
eration to the able and worthy teachers among them. Far from  it. There are 
men whose ability and long faithfulness command our fullest respect; whose 
positions on matters of faith deserve to be weighed and examined w ith more 
than common care and thought.

—The Church I Found and H o w  I Found It

W ith  this as our attitude, let’s examine the views o f various men 
w ho w ere prom inent in the so-called Bestoration M ovem ent during the 
1800s.

Stone and the Cam pbells
Barton Stone: In  1831 Stone w rote these comments about d iffer

ences betw een  the churches associated w ith  him and those associated 
w ith A lexander Cam pbell: “W e  have fellowship and communion w ith 
unimmersed persons. Thei/ contend that, according to the N ew  Testa
ment, none but the immersed have their sins rem itted, and therefore 
they cannot commune w ith the unimmersed. On this point w e  can
not agree w ith  them; and the reason is that this sentiment w ill exclude 
millions o f the fairest characters (i.e . believers o f outstanding holiness
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and love for G od—A V W ), for many centuries back, from  h ea ven . . .  
W e  believe and acknow ledge that baptism is ordained by the K ing as 
a means for the remission o f sins to  penitent believers, but w e  cannot 
say that immersion is the sine qua non, (o r  absolute essential—A V W ) 
without maintaining the aw fu l consequences mentioned above and 
w ithout contradicting our experience.”

Thom as C am pbell wrote, “ By our Christian brethren w e mean, 
‘A l l  that love our L o rd  Jesus C hrist in sincerity, th roughou t the 
churches.’ ”  So when he spoke o f “ the brotherhood,” that was his 
m eaning—all members everyw here o f G od ’s fam ily, or o f the “ invisible 
church” as it is sometimes called. This is obvious throughout all o f  
Cam pbell’s great document, “Declaration  and Address,” in which he 
appealed to Christians in all sectarian bodies to g ive  up their bickerings 
and divisions and unite by  fo llow in g  Christ alone.

Alexander C am pbell: H e  referred  to their m ovem ent as “ a project 
for uniting the sects, or rather the Christians in  all the sects, upon a 
clear and scriptural bond o f union.”  Aga in  he said, “ I labor to see 
sectarianism abolished, and all Christians o f every name united upon 
the one foundation on which the apostolic church was founded.”

H is v iew  o f “ W h o  is m y brother?” was broad indeed. N otice  some 
m ore quotations from  his writings. “ I am greatly indebted  to all the 
Reformers, from  M artin  Luther down to John W esley. I  could not 
enumerate the individuals, liv in g  and dead, who have assisted in 
form ing m y mind.” Again, “John Bunyan (a  Baptist) and John N e w 
ton (an  E piscopalian ) w ere very  different persons, and had very 
different views o f baptism and o f some other things; yet they w ere 
both disposed to obey, and to the extent o f their know ledge d id  obey 
the Lo rd  in every thing.” A nd  again:

I was some fourteen years ago a great admirer of the works of John Newton. 
I read them with great delight, and I still love the author and admire many of 
his sentiments. H e  w as not a staunch Episcopalian, though he died in that 
church. In an explanation to a friend for his departure from  the tenets of that 
sect in some instances, he said, ‘whenever he found a pretty feather in any bird, 
he endeavored to attach it to his own plumage, and although he had become a 
very speckled bird, so much so that no one of any species w ou ld  altogether own  
him as belonging to them, he flattered himself that he was the prettiest bird  
among them.’ From  that day to the present I have been looking for pretty feathers, 
and I have becom e more speckled than N ew ton  . . .

Another time he wrote, “There are many consecrated. . .Christians 
Presbyterians. A nd  although our Savior has no Presbyterian church in 
heaven or on earth, yet I  doubt not but that he has had many, very 
many that lo ve  and honored him in that w orld ly  church, whom  he 
w ill honor in the w orld  to come.”

But Cam pbell’s actions m atched his words. M any folks today 
who consider themselves his spiritual heirs w ou ld  be shocked to know 
the fo llow ing, as told  b y  H om er H a iley ’s book Attitudes and C on 
sequences: “A lthough not (y e t )  advocating a missionary society among 
the Disciples, Cam pbell d id  not hesitate to commend the work o f the 
Baptist M issionary Society, inserting in his paper their ‘Report on 
Foreign  Missions/ N o t only d id  he com m end the work they w ere 
doing, but also he encouraged congregations to make contribution to
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it. In his commendation o f the society, he said:
(W e  should) appreciate the labor and zeal which it has required on the part 

of our Baptist friends to get under w ay their society, and realize the obligations 
under which all true Christians are placed to lend them a helping hand . . . W hen  
the work is good, and w e ll and scripturally done, w e  w ill not stop to dispute 
about (who does the work), unless indeed w e  forget the glory of G od  and aim  
only to build  up sectarianism. (1845.)”

In  the same year, some o f the D isciples started a B ib le society in 
Cincinnati. Cam pbell w rote an objection, “not on the ground o f 
Scripture, but on the basis o f ‘practicability.’ H e  reasoned that since 
the Baptists had a B ib le Society doing the same work, in w hich all the 
disciples could cooperate, there was no need for another, inasmuch as 
the Baptists w ere doing no m ore through their society than issuing the 
Scriptures” (H a ile y ).

T o  be sure, Cam pbell o ften  spoke out against the doctrines o f 
Baptists or others which he considered erroneous, and practices which 
seemed unspiritual to him. Especially he denounced m any o f their 
preachers who considered themselves m ini-popes and tried to dominate 
their members. H e  called upon them to forsake sectarianism and 
creedism. A t the same time, it is clear that he not on ly be lieved  that 
there w ere  fine Christians to be found am ong the various denom ina
tions, but also urged his followers to cooperate w ith  such Christians 
in activities like supporting missionaries and publishing Bibles.

La ter Leaders
The preacher and editor Benjam in Franklin ·. “There  are individuals 

among the sects who are not sectarians, or who are m ore than sectarians 
-ithey are Christians; or persons who have be lieved  the gospel, sub
m itted to it, and in spite o f the leaders, been constituted Christians 
according to the Scriptures.”  Again  he wrote, “That there are Chris
tians among the sects . . . w e  adm itted many years ago, and w e believe 
the same now. That these have a right to commune (in  the L o rd ’s 
Supper) w e presume is not doubted by any brother.”  In other words, 
Franklin took it for granted that in 1S62, when he wrote, all the Restor
ation churches recognized penitent believers from  the denominations as 
born-again brethren or sisters in the Lord.

Moses Lard : “Against the individual members o f these parties 
(denom inations) w e cannot have even one unkind feeling. M any o f 
them w e regard as true Christians, and love them sincerely.”

D avid  L ipscom b : “ There are some sectarian churches w ho w ill 
obey G od and fo llow  him in spite o f the churches in which they find 
themselves. As examples, there are persons in the Baptist, M eth 
odist, and Presbyterian churches who are baptized to obey G od  rather 
than to please the sects. In this they rise above the sectarian spirit, 
despite the parties in which they find themselves. T h ey  ought to 
get out o f the sectarian churches, but they see so much sectarianism in 
the nonsectarian churches that they, think they are «11 alike.”

D an ie l Som m er: “ W hat shall w e say o f those preachers who 
denounce all persons who happen to hold membersrip in a sectarian 
denomination w ith  a sentence o f  sweeping impeachment, as though 
they w ere all under the influence o f sectism? W e  should say that
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they are probably m ore sectarian than some whom  they denounce. 
Their manner shows that they are unscripturally exclusive, and this 
is one o f the elements o f sectarianism.”

Isaac E rre tt: “ Corruptions have crept into the church because of 
Popery and have scattered the peop le o f God into various sects. Our 
plea is for a reunion o f the peop le o f God. W h ile  our plea does not 
recogn ize these sects as o f d ivine origin, yet it recognizes a peop le o f 
God am ong them .”

Brother E. L . Jorgenson gave other examples in his W ord  and 
W ork  ed itorial o f October 1961:

A ll the great men of the nineteenth century unity movement understood 
there were some born-again  ones in many of the American religious groups. It 
was the general understanding at least to the turn of the century when I was a 
hoy. M cGarvey, Larim ore, the Srygleys, Kurfees, et al knew  it, but hoped and 
labored to show many ‘the w ay  of G od  more accurately.’ The nonsectarian concept 
of the church grew  measurably dimmer w ith the spread of the ‘re-baptism ’ theory 
—the v iew  that a candidate for valid  baptism must know (besides all other ante
cedents) that he is being baptized for remission of sins. This strange tw is t. . . 
tended directly to make a sect of the church.

It  seems to me that the beliefs and practices o f these nineteenth- 
century leaders p rovide us w ith  much food  for thought.

( Sources o f the quotations, some o f which have been slightly amended: 
The Search fo r  the A n cien t O rder, Vol. I, by Earl W est. Attitudes  
and Consequences, b y  H om er H ailey. Carl Ketcherside in M ission  
Messenger, Jan., 1960.)

(M o re  next tim e)

Carl Kitzmiller is minister of the Oakdale, Louisiana Church of Christ and 
writes the Sunday school lessons for W o rd  and W ork  Lesson Quarterly.

A s J z e d  a jj

Carl K itzm iller

Please com m ent on the order o f the seals, trum pets, and hotels o f 
Revelation.

T h e  above question is a summary o f several questions and com 
ments a reader sends. An article by another w riter appearing earlier 
in this m agazine connected the great army o f  Rev. 9:15-16 w ith the 
battle o f Arm ageddon, and the reader expresses disagreement, saying 
the slaying o f one third o f men does not fit the battle o f Arm ageddon. 
M oreover, he expresses the b e lie f that the seals, trumpets and bow ls are 
consecutive in order; hence, he believes ( i f  I  have understood) the 
judgm ent o f the sixth trumpet comes too early to be the battle of 
Arm ageddon.
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Before w e  come to more specific comments, w e  wish to o ffer some 
o f what w e  hope: w ill be pertinent thoughts. One o f the criticisms o f 
the study o f prophecy offered b y  the foes o f such study is the w ide 
disagreement and the divergent" viewpoints held by the students o f 
prophecy. They  use this to say that no one understands it, and that, 
therefore, it is best le ft alone. Generally speaking, these make no 
distinction between the basic outlines o f prophecy and the various 
m inor details w ithin that outline. N o w  practically every doctrine in 
the B ib le is denied, questioned, or in some w ay  disputed by someone. 
This is true as w ell o f prophecy, even in some things which seem to be 
quite clearly set forth. I t  is a serious mistake to a llow  this d isagree
ment to keep us from  some settled convictions and from  the pursuit of 
all truth as free Christians. There  are prophetic issues which can be 
as certainly established as any other truth o f the Bible. There are, 
however, also areas o f prophecy where w e do w ell to examine, study in 
the light o f  other known truths, make tentative interpretations, m ed
itate on the possibilities, but do so w ithout being dogm atic or having 
closed minds. It  is evident that the m ore d iligent student o f the 
scriptures, other things being equal, w ill understand things that the 
less d iligent does not. H e  w ill see pieces o f the prophecy “puzzle” 
fall into p lace where the less d iligent has only questions. But there are 
matters about which even the most dedicated student o f the scripture 
w ill have to say: “ It  looks as i f  this m ight be the case,”  or “ M y  o p in ion , 
based on my present understanding o f the passages, is that it is to be 
such and so.” Students o f prophecy need to avoid  the error o f the 
archaeologists who, finding part o f a tooth, can proceed to construct 
a replica ( ? )  o f the w hole animal. W e  need to  be careful that w e  do 
not get our opinions and the scriptures m ixed so that w e  do not know 
which is which. W e  have read -after men who could take a w ord , a 
phrase, or a minor detail and c rea te )? ) a w hole detailed account o f 
what is to be. This, w e  believe, is to be avoided. In these matters it 
is not w rong to bold  tentative views, to express what w e  believe to be 
the possibilities, to form  some “m aybe” conclusions, so long as w e are 
aware o f the nature o f our “proof.”

The question before us has little i f  any effect on the truth that 
Jesus is com ing again, on the watchfulness o f Christians, on the general 
conditions o f the great tribulation or our escape from  it, on the full 
establishment of the kingdom, etc. This w riter disagrees that the seals 
■trumpets and bowls are fu lly  conseotutive but I  can probably no m ore 
establish that view poin t for certain than the reader asking the questions 
can establish his. In m y opin ion , each group o f judgments (seals, 
trumpets, b ow ls ) occur in the same approximate period  o f time, that 
is, they are approximately concurrent, w ith the term ination o f each 
group being at or very near the Lo rd ’s return in glory w ith  the saints. 
I have likened the portrayal to the kind o f  camera action w e  m ight see 
on our televisions. The seals are a more distant shot covering the 
tribulation period, the trumpets are a closer v iew  show ing m ore detail, 
and finally the bowls are a still closer, still m ore detailed account o f 
certain facets o f the period. One reason for b e liev in g  this is the fact 
that the sixth seal, the seventh trumpet, and the seventh bow l all seem
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to be events just preced ing or simultaneous w ith  the com ing in glory. 
N ow , o f  course, I  can cite no verse which explains the order o f these 
judgments. I have reached such a conclusion from  my study o f  the 
book in relation to  what I  be lieve  are basic truths o f prophecy. I  am 
sure that in that day when these judgments fall, the exact progression 
w ill be much m ore evident and certain but presently this tim e element 
does not much affect the message that the tribulation is a time o f ter
rib le judgments.

In  the light o f the above view poin t, I do not have any difficulty 
w ith the suggestion that the sixth trum pet and the sixth bow l m ay be 
dealing w ith  Arm ageddon. I  do see a problem  in that the armies from  
the East kill the third part o f men under the sixth trumpet judgment 
w h ile  the L o rd  H im self does the slaying o f all the armies o f the beast 
and the kings o f the earth in the battle o f A rm ageddon ( Rev. 19:19-21). 
The two things are not necessarily contradictory, however. This 
could be two sides o f  the same event.

Is it  scrip tura l to  re fer to the church  bu ild ing  as the “house o f G o d ”?

There are m any phrases w hich are right or w rong, good or bad, 
w ise or unwise more from  what w e  mean by them than what is actually 
said. The Lo rd  owns the cattle on the thousand hills. They  are 
His. L ikew ise, H e  owns the house where w e  live. It  is His. M ore
over, most church buildings have been dedicated to the worship o f the 
Lord . There is certainly a sense, then in which w e  can say o f a 
m eeting p lace that it is “ a house o f God.”  There is even something 
about our m eeting w ith  G od  that makes any p lace—a stone in a field 
(G en . 28:10-22) or a burning bush on the back side o f the desert 
(E xod . 3 )—a house o f God, a p lace w here G od dwells.

The m odern tendency to  re fer to ia church bu ild ing as a house of 
G od  needs to  be examined m ore for what it does not say than for what 
it does say. A t a church service one m ay thank the L o rd  for another 
opportun ity to “ com e to the house o f G od.” T oo  o ften  this use 
obscures or forgets the fact that the church o f the Lo rd  is not a mere 
bu ild ing but is the body o f redeem ed people. In the O .T., G od had 
the tabernacle and later the tem ple which w ere known as the house o f 
God. In the final sense G od cannot b e  contained in any humanly- 
built house (c f. Acts 7:46-50), but H e  honored those O.'T. structures 
as the appointed p lace o f m eeting between  G od and His people. W ith  
the establishment o f the church, it is no longer a literal bu ild ing which 
is designated as the  house o f G od but a spiritual bu ild ing—'the church 
herself is the holy tem ple (E p li. 2:19-22; 1 Pet. 2 :5 ). In to the church 
the H o ly  Spirit has come, dw ellin g  in each Christian and in the body as 
a w hole (1  Cor. 3:16; 6 :19 ). N o w  note that w e are not talking about a 
church bu ild ing as such but the church, the peop le w ho make up the 
redeem ed. G od dwells in the church. The  house o f G od then, is in 
the final sense the one church—the church H e d ied  for, the one H e 
built. In  this sense w e  do not come to  the house o f  God; as Christians 
w e are the house o f God. There are those occasions when as the 
house o f G od  w e  come together to worship, etc., but unless w e  cease 
to be Christian w e  are the house o f G od 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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I t  is im portant for Christians to  realize this distinction. Some fee l 
a sense o f  awe or reverence for a church bu ild ing because it is thought 
o f  as a house o f God.”  They  are not aware that the holiness belongs 
to the church, the people. Emphasis is m istakenly put on p lace 
rather than on the people. The church bu ild ing is considered a place 
for holiness, but the Christian in the w orld  m ay tend to forget the 
holiness which is expected o f  him. It  is appropriate, o f course, that 
wherever w e  m eet and worship God ought to be considered a holy 
place w h ile  w e  worship. This is true o f a brush arbor or a cathedral. 
Moses was to ld  that the desert near the burning bush was holy ground. 
It  is appropriate that our conduct in such a p lace be worthy o f the 
purposes for which w e  have met. But otherwise, a church bu ild ing 
is no m ore holy than any other place where w e may serve G od as H is 
church.

W henever Christians m eet for worship, it is ( that particular portion 
or segment o f )  the house o f God met for worship. W henever they go 
home or to whatever points they may disperse, it is the house o f God 
serving H im  in the world. H is house, at least a portion o f it, is found 
wherever a Christian is. W hen  there: is this realization and proclam a
tion, it does not bother me so much to  hear a church bu ild ing spoken o f 
as a house o f God. It  is not so much that it is unscriptural as it is 
unwise or may mislead. Since the “ earth is the Lo rd ’s and the fulness 
thereof” , even that bu ild ing is His. But if  w e wish to speak o f the 
house o f God, then that is the church.

Ernest Lyon is a professor of music at the University of Louisville, and an elder 
and minister of the Highland Church of Christ in Louisville.

THOUGHTS FROM ROMANS
Ernest E. Lyon

“Saved Without Ritual”
Is this blessing then pronounced  upon the circum sion, or upon  
the uncircum cis ion  also? fo r we sat/, T o  Abraham  his fa ith  ivas 
reckoned fo r  righteousness. H ow  then was i t  reckoned? when 
he was in  circum cision, or in  uncircum cision? N o t in  c ircu m 
cision, but in  uncircum cisions and he rece ived  the sign o f c ir 
cum cision, a seal o f the righteousness o f the fa ith  w hich he 
had w hile he was in  u n circum cis ion : that he m igh t be the 
fa ther o f all them  that believe, though they be in u n c ircu m ci
sion, that righteousness m ight be reckoned unto them ; and the 
father o f c ircum cision  to them  w ho not only are o f the c ircu m 
cision, bu t who also walk in  the steps o f that fa ith  o f our fa ther 
Abraham  w hich he had in uncircum cision . (Rom ans 4:9-12)
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I f  you w ill turn to m y last column ( “ Saved W ithout W ork ’’ ) you 
w ill notice that I  have om itted verses 6-S from  quoting the fourth 
chapter o f Romans. I  d id  this not because I  think they are unimpor
tant, but because they conclude last tim e’s subject and the new  one is 
introduced in verse 9. M editate on  verses six through eight as a back
ground for what w e  w ill notice this month. You w ill notice that right
eousness by faith  was known to certain ones in the days o f the L a w  of 
Moses. D avid , in the opening o f Psalm 32, spoke o f the blessedness of 
those “whose iniquities are forgiven , and whose sins are covered.” H e  
then adds this significant sentence:: “ Blessed is the man to whom  the 
L o rd  w ill not reckon sin.” D avid  knew from  his own experience w ith 
the Lo rd  that iniquities are forg iven  to those who live  by faith in the 
Lo rd  and that their sins are “covered.”  N otice  that word, for that 
shows his understanding does not go to the fulness o f  what Christ d id 
for us on the Cross; fo r now  are sins taken away, not just covered. 
And  D avid  also recogn ized  that G od ’s keep ing o f accounts changes for 
the man who lives by faith so that H e  does not “reckon sin” to such a 
one. W ith  that background in mind, let us look b rie fly  now  at verses 
9-12.

I f  1 w ere  to try to summarize verses 9-12 in one statement, I w ou ld  
say “ Saved W ithout Ritual.” That m ight be a little  extreme to some, 
but Paul is here em phasizing that G od accounts us as H is by faith. 
That faith, as w e  w ill see over and over, is not the thing that saves us; 
Christ saved us by dying for us; H e cam e into the w orld  “to save sin
ners” and H e didn ’t leave part o f the work to us. It  is by faith  that w e 
sim ply put ourselves in the postition o f being blessed by God in the 
fo rg iv in g  o f  our sins and the p lacing o f us as ones who are guiltless be
fore H im . Paul is here speaking, o f course, o f  our be ing justified, 
declared righteous, by faith. This by no means implies that by nature 
w e are any better than any others. It  simply shows that God, W h o is 
Love , has found a w ay that H e  can remain righteous and yet account 
the unrighteous as righteous—as rather fu lly stated in Romans 3:21-28.

It  is a little difficult for us to understand the place o f circumcision 
in mind o f  the Jew unless w e  w ill read carefu lly all that is said about 
it in the O ld  Testament. The m ale child who was not circumcised 
was not counted one o f the peop le  o f God. Circumcision was exceed
ingly  important to the Jew, for it set him off from  the rest o f the world. 
I f  he was a man o f faith ,then he rea lized  the im portance o f circum ci
sion was entirely due to it being g iven  to him as a “ seal o f the right
eousness o f the fa ith ” w hich G od had given  him. Even though the 
Samaritans practiced circumcision, they w ere not counted as o f Israel; 
G od  had not prom ised anything to them for the d tua l nor g iven  it as a 
sign betw een  H im  and the Samaritans. It  was a sign between  G od and 
Israel.

Even  though circumcision was on ly fo r the Jew, the faith that G od 
had reckoned for righteousness in Abraham  was for all people. That 
is w hy Paul is so insistent here on our noticing that circumcision was 
given  as a “seal o f the righteousness o f the faith which he (A b rah am ) 
had while he was in uncircumcision.” Abraham set the pattern fo r us 
by believ ing G od when G od said something that looked impossible.
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H e believed  that he would have so many descendants that one could 
not number them even though he was too o ld  to have his first child 
(Genesis 15). Years later he started to offer up his son Isaac as a 
burnt offering even though he knew God was to make His promises 
good  through Isaac—in other words, he be lieved  that G od w ou ld  raise 
Isaac from  the dead and make him a father (Genesis 22 ). T od ay  w e 
are to be lieve  that Christ took our sins upon H im self and w e are m ade 
children o f God through having that same kind o f  faith.

N o  discussion o f circumcision b y  Christians seems com plete w ith 
out some comparison to baptism, and many are ready to proclaim  that 
this means that baptism has nothing whatsoever to do w ith salvation. 
The W ord  o f G od gives no such statements, o f course. Circumcision 
was a cutting o ff o f part o f the flesh and in Fhilippians 3 Paul shows 
our relationship to that—w e are to have no confidence in the flesh at 
all but are to worship b y  the Spirit o f God and glory in Christ Jesus. 
Circumcision was done to a male Jewish child in his eighth day; 
baptism is to be done to a person old enough to believe on Christ and 
ask to be baptized. Circumcision p laced  such a Jewish child as a true 
part o f the community—but to be a true child o f G od he had to exer
cise faith later. And in many ways it is obvious that circumcision and 
baptism are not meant for the same thing even in different dispensa
tions.

There is one comparison between circumcision and baptism that I 
w ou ld like to make. I f  a gentile wanted to becom e a m em ber o f the 
Jewish community he had b y  choice to go through circumcision, thus 
expressing his faith. I f  you w ere to ask me if  I  had to be baptized  
to be saved I  could answer for myself, "Yes.” W hen I first be lieved  
on Jesus Christ I knew that H e  had said, “ H e  that believeth  and is 
baptized  shall be saved,” and H e to ld  His disciples to make disciples 
o f all the nations and to baptize them. Can any reasonable person say 
that I  w ou ld  have had saving faith if I had said, “Lord , I  be lieve on you 
and I know you want me to be baptized  but I  am not go ing to be” ? 
Put on that basis all the arguments that have torn the members of 
d ifferent churches apart are foolish. Believe on the Lo rd  and be 
buried w ith H im  through baptism into Llis death, that like as H e  was 
raised from  the dead to the glory o f the Father, so you also m ight rise 
to walk in newness o f life  (Rom ans 6 :4 ).

What is a "Church of Christ M em ber"?
Tom  C. Brown

A  statement that w e  very often hear is, “ I am a m em ber of the 
church o f Christ.” Preachers talk about church “members,” and 
w e hear them encourage peop le to  “becom e members o f the church.” 
W here de w e get our authority for saving, “ f am a m em ber o f the 
church o f  Christ” ?

Our response goes something like this. The B ib le teaches there 
is one body (E ph . 4 :4 ). The body is the church (E ph . 1:21-23). 
W e  are members o f the body (1  Cor. 12:12, 13). Therefore, w e
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are members o f the church. The reasoning sounds pretty good, but 
fo r  two important points. First, w e have m ixed metaphors. Second
ly, w e do not mean what the apostle Paul meant when he used the 
expression “members o f the body.”

It  can hardly be denied that when w e  use the above expressions 
w e  do so in an institutional sense. W e  are members o f the institution 
known to the w orld  as the church o f Christ. W e  use it in the same 
way that w e  w ou ld  te ll someone, “ I  am a m em ber o f the Rotary,”  o r “ I  
am a m em ber o f the P .T .A .” W e  do not use it in the w ay  meant by 
Paul w hen he taught w e are members o f the body o f Christ. W e  have 
taken a non-institutional idea and have forced  it into institutional 
dress.

W e  face the task o f rethinking our understanding o f the church 
as the body o f Christ. W e  must come to grips w ith the question, 
“W hat does it mean to be the church?” The very m eaning o f the 
phrase “ the body o f Christ” is that the church exists in an inseparable 
relationship to  Christ. W e  now  have the same relationship to the 
L o rd  which the physical body o f  Christ once bore to the Lo rd  during 
his earthly ministry.

The phrase “ the body o f Christ”  should not set us to thinking of 
an organization, or institution, but o f a single human body. W e  should 
not think in terms o f organization, but in terms o f anatomy. W e  are 
Christ’s eyes and mouth and hands and feet. Just as lb ' once lived  in 
an inseparable relationship to  His physical body, so H e  now  exists in 
this w orld  “ in” us. The ministry he once carried on in His physical 
body, H e  now  carries on in and through us.

W hat is the church? The church is the peop le o f God, the saved 
o f earth, those who participate in the ministry o f Christ in the world. 
This participation in the minstry o f Christ is what makes us who w e are, 
His church, His people, H is body. It  is here, in what Christ has done 
and is doing for us, and in us, that w e find our self-identity. Apart 
from  our sharing in his mission as H is body, w e  have no existence as 
the church.

T o o  much o f our thinking about the church has been institutionally 
oriented. Our conception is not that o f a peop le who are being used 
by Christ in H is mission to the w orld , but it is that o f a religious 
organization—the tw o  prim ary and related functions o f this organiza
tion being to  fu lfill the religious needs o f  its “members” and to satisfy 
the legal demands o f an arbitrary G od re la tive to worship. Thus, 
While commitment and dedication and sacrifice are o f essential im 
portance o f the man who w ou ld  share in Christ’s mission in the world, 
commitment is m in im ized in the institutional church. The only loyalty 
required there is loyalty to  the organization itself.

W e  have, in the past, ob jected  very strongly to the expression 
“ join the church,”  but isn’t  that what w e have done in so many in
stances? W e  have not rea lly  responded to the sacrifice o f Christ by 
g iving ourselves in total commitment to H im  to be used by H im  as 
H e  would.

I do not object so much to  the use o f the statement, “ I  am a 
m em ber of the church o f Christ,”  but I  do object very  strongly to the
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prevailing institutional concept. W e  cannot deny that our approach 
has been institutionalized, and faithfulness to G od and H is w ord  
demands that vve have courage enough to face this, expose this, and 
change it. The kingdom concept preached b y  our L o rd  and his 
apostles was not that of an earthly institution or organization, but 
rather the rule o f God in the hearts o f men, and the true commitment 
o f their lives in His service to the world. —In  F in n  Foundation

STUDIES ON PRAYER

Jesse Z. W ood

T h e  W ord  o f God abounds in teachings, illustrations, and adm oni
tions on the subject o f Prayer! Both O ld  and N ew  Testaments tell o f 
many who humbled themselves before the Lord , confessing their sins, 
and asking His help, H is guidance, and His protection. H is eyes and 
ears were open to every one o f H is peop le who so hum bled themselves.

Sin, which someone has called “The great separator”  had to be 
dealt w ith first, and always. This was the case in the O ld  Testa
ment times, (2  Gluon. 7 :14 ); and also in our day ( I  John 1 :9 ).

The most touching case in the O ld  Testam ent regard ing the 
“ Sin-Matter” , is that o f David . D avid  had sinned dreadfu lly as 
recorded in 2 Sam. 11. W hen  he was made to realize the terribleness 
o f his sin, it nearly broke his heart. Read, first, Psalm 51. Then 
read the 32rd chapter. Later, in Psalm 38:18 D avid  w rote: " I  w ill 
declare my in iquity; I  w ill be SO R R Y  for m y sin” (A n d  indeed he 
W A S  sorry!) This is E X A C T L Y  what the Lord  wants o f all o f us: 
In  Psalm 34:18, the L o rd  inspired D avid  to say, “Jehovah is nigh unto 
them that are o f a broken heart, and saveth such as are of a contrite 
spirit.” N ow , note what the Lord  said in Acts 13:22, “—I have found 
David , the son o f Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all m y w ill.” 
Some m ight say, “ Oh, but what about D avid ’s great Sin? D id  the 
Lo rd  overlook T H A T ? !”  T h e  answer is a resounding “ YE S” ; but not 
until D avid  hum bled himself, and repented, sincerely. In  Jer. 31:34, 
the L o rd  states that H e  can “ w illfu lly ” forget sins that are repented  of. 
Here, H e  savs, I  w ill fo rg ive  their iniquity, and their sin w ill I rem em 
ber no more.”

In a certain city where I  preached during several years, I  “preached 
my heart out” , as w e  sometimes say, seeking to awaken a certain man 
to recognize his sins and to turn himself over to the Lo rd  for cleansing 
o f his sins. H e  didn ’t  “budge” - H e  did not respond. His w ife  came 
to me one day and said, “ M y  husband refuses to come to Christ, 
because o f a sin he once committed, for which he does not be lieve  the
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Lord  would ever fo rg ive  him ” . In  John 6:37, a com forting .statement 
is: “H e  that oometh to  M e, I  w ill in  N O  W IS E  case out” (and1 this is 
from  the lips o f H im  who d ied  for our sins—not just SO M E  o f our sins! 
Another case: “N either do I  condemn thee; Go and sin no m ore” (sa id  
to a  w icked wom an who had “m ade her liv in g” by a sinful occupation 
—when she hum bled herself before the Lord , likely expecting H im  to 
condemn her.

W hat a W onderfu l L o rd  w e  have! H e  d ied  to save us from  our 
past and “present” sins. And: H e  w ill fo rg ive  us o f sins w e  may commit 
in the future, because o f our weaknesses. (Th is  thought ought to 
cause us to avoid  every sin—every tem ptation—every desire to sin! 
R ead I  John 2:1, 2 and Rejo ice fo r such a L o rd  and Savior! I t  w ill en
rich your “prayer-life” and enable you to be a blessing to others.

Rt. 4, Box 96B 
W inchester, Ky. 40391

All  the w a y  my Saviar leads m e . . .
M adeleine H ickman

( M adeleine H ickm an is no stranger to Lou isville, having lived  
here most o f her life. A  few  years ago, she and Brent m oved 
to Rome, Georgia. A  bout w ith cancer took Brent awav, and 
many o f M adeleine ’s friends expressed concern for her future. 
H ow ever, the w ord  that has filtered back from  G eorgia  is that 
M adeleine has risen above her circumstances. By request, 
she g ive  us a b rie f account o f how  the L o rd  has been unfolding 
her life , a page at a tim e.)

For years I have been concerned about the younger women in the 
church. W hen  w e came here, I was g iven  a class o f pre-teens—an 
ideal age. H ow ever, before long I was relieved  and wound up w ith  a 
nursery class. The preacher—w ith  m ore problems than any of us—was 
teaching the young marrieds!!!

So after Brent’s death I  prayed that G od w ould put me where H e 
wanted me, and that’s what H e  did. As much as I didn’t want to go 
back to hospital nursing, that’s w here H e  put me. It was the only 
door open. The w ay from  supervision to bedside nurse was traumatic 
and I wanted to run—anywhere that was aw ay—but H e didn’t put me 
there to  run!

Second shift—the L o rd ’s doing, I  thought, because I ’ll have more 
tim e w ith the patients. ( Th ey  tried  for a fu ll year to put m e on first 
shift, and som ehow the replacements never worked ou t!) But that 
couldn’t be; R N ’s don ’t see much o f the patients. W e  see to the paper
work and care o f the crises.

Then  some structural changes w ere made. A  new  story was 
added; the function o f  m y floor changed from  surgical to cardiac. 
M ost of my co-workers w ere transferred; I  was le ft beh ind to “ smooth 
the transition.” Eventually, I  too was transferred, w ith  the comment,
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“ M aybe you can straighten it out.” N obody  ever said what needed 
straightening. Anyhow , now, nearly two years later, I was asked to 
return to that floor to fill a vancancy. Aga in  the comment, “ M aybe  
you can straighten it out.” Again, 110 details.

But a picture is emerging. I ’m there for the patients’ benefit— 
but also for my fe llow  workers, young w om en! I ’m  teaching them as 
the opportunities arise—and they do! ( Better than in church!)

An  aide 011 another floor was talking about her problems to a 
co-worker. The co-worker advised to “ talk to Mrs. H ickm an,” and 
she has since September. I keep asking the L o rd  w h y  H e  couldn’t 
g ive  m e some easy ones, but like G ideon ’s army, H e  wants the results 
to be clearly His work. Today she was asking if  she should report the 
marijuana her husband has planted in the yard.

I ’ve  learned a lot in the last five or six years, but the m ore I learn, 
the more certain I am that G od keeps H is promises—and what w e  get 
out o f our Christian experience is in d irect proportion  to the extent o f 
our commitment. I had becom e confused over the passage that says, 
“W ives be in  subjection to your own husbands.” H ow  can you be 
com m itted to the Lord  and obedient to a husband who does not see 
things the same w ay you do? I ’ve never been happier in m y life  or 
more excited w ith the business o f just liv in g  to see what G od  is going 
to “work in m e” today!

Once I  asked for confirmation that I was in the right place. The 
go ing was a little rough. Out o f  a clear b lue sky the director o f nurses 
w alked up on the floor, approached me as I  answered a patient’s call, 
and said, “ Mrs. H ickman, w e ’re g lad to have you on our staff!” A t 
that I  was taken aback, but I  was really bow led  over when the adminis
trator said the same thing less than ten minutes later. I still don’t 
know what prom pted it, but I take it as from  the L o rd —with  all the 
confirmation I could desire. O n ly M onday one o f the day crew  
greeted  m e w arm ly as I  came on duty. “ M adeleine, it’s so good  to see 
som ebody come in sm iling!”  (W e ’re understaffed and the work has 
been unusually dem anding.)

I really don’t know what one person can do in such a large place, 
but I ’m doing “w ith  m y m ight what nay hands find to do”—“heartily, 
as unto the Lord ” — and H e  takes it from  there!

N o w  please don’t (as one dear friend d id ) w rite back and berate 
me for “not loving Brent.” I  prayed  that G od w ou ld  help m e love
him G od ’s w ay—and H e  must have! The 28 years I spent w ith  him
probably laid the groundwork for the relationship I have w ith  God 
now. Because I ’ve never doubted Brent’s salvation, grace  has taken 
on a very personal and much larger dimension.

I have a Jewish friend who says I ’m “ the only happy person” she 
knows! She doesn’t realize how  hard I ’m  trying to convert her! She 
likes to spend time w ith me because I ’m “not!”

I also think there’s a better answer to w hy peop le who love  the
Lo rd  and know H e heals are chronically ill. I'm  getting bits and
pieces.

You didn’t ask for all this but thanks—again—for listening and 
understanding.
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Antoine Valdetero is Minister of the Ave. E. Church o f Christ, Crow ley, LA .

"For Such A  Time As T h is . .
A ato ine Valdetero

It  is Christmas E ve  afternoon, 1981. It is a cold, rainy afternoon 
in Louisiana. The w orld  celebrates the birth o f  our Lord. The 
Prince o f Peace was rejected when H e came and the w orld  still feels 
the effect o f that rejection. The newscasts today are bleak and fo re
boding. There is the crisis in Poland; unrest in the M idd le  East; 
terrorism plagues the world; in Am erica unemployment is on the rise 
and inflation erodes one’s pay check or savings. T o  say the least the 
picture is not bright. Paul w rote to T im othy ( I I  Tim . 3:1, R S V ) “ But 
understand this, that in the last days there w ill come times o f stress.” 
W hat a description o f our day!

A dded  to the uncertain conditions o f our day is the fact that many 
peop le carry a burden o f guilt that litera lly drains their very strength. 
N oth ing in the' w orld  offers peace and hope from  without and they have 
neither peace nor hope within.

An  article in a Sunday paper sometime back carried an interesting 
statement. Professionals who deal w ith peop le w ho have mental 
problems said that 50'/ of their patients did not need them but needed 
a “priest, minister or rabbi.” The point is well put that men trained 
in dealing w ith mental problems have no solution for those who carry 
a burden o f gu ilt on their conscience.

Does a guilt-burdened conscience affect one’s health? In Psalm 
.32:3-4 D avid  states that “when I kept silence, m y bones wasted awav 
. . . moisture was changed as the drought o f the summer.” David's 
mental anguish affected his physical well-being. The conditions o f 
our day w ell reveal that “ the w orld  has nothing left to g ive ” but peace 
can be found, even in a strife torn world, at the foo t o f the cross. N o 
doctor, how ever w ell trained, has anything to offer that person who is 
not right w ith God. The solution to D av id ’s problem  is found in Psalm 
32:5: “ I  acknow ledged my sin unto thee, and mine in iqu ity did I not 
hide.”  D avid ’s physical ailments began  to heal when his sin was con
fessed and his conscience cleared. There is sweet release for the 
person who comes clean w ith  God. M any try to h ide their problems 
in a bottle o f pills but the guilt problem  remains. The only rem edy for 
sin and guilt is the b lood  o f Christ.

In contrast to the fearfu l uncertainty o f the w orld  is the sweet, 
lov ing call o f Jesus: “ Com e unto me all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden and I w ill g ive  you rest.” N o t on a doctor’s couch nor in a 
bottle o f pills but at the feet o f Jesus can the burden be lifted. This
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kind of release can only come when there is surrender. W e  must quit 
trusting our doctors, our pills and w hatever else w e  think can cure 
a gu ilty conscience and turn it all over to Jesus and let H im  have His 
w ay in our lives. H ow  many m ight read this article w ho have no 
peace w ithin but have been unw illing to tum  your case over to the 
Great Physician. H ow  right is the o ld  song already quoted when it 
says "Th e w orld  has nothing le ft to g ive; it has no new, 110 pure d e 
light, O, try the life  which Christians l i v e . . . ”  Behind the b lood  o f 
Jesus one can find peace that the w o rld  cannot o ffer and hope that 
cannot be purchased in a bottle o f pills. D av id  could exclaim, “ Blessed 
is he whose transgression is forgiven , W hose sin is covered. Blessed is 
the man unto whom  the Lord  imputcth not in iqu ity.”  A  worsening 
w orld  situation has nothing like that 011 its agenda but its all available 
in Jesus!

The w orld  outlook is indeed bleak. But for every person who has 
found shelter behind the b lood  o f Jesus that person can say, “T h e  
darker the outlook, the brighter the uplook.”  Can you say that?

Larry Miles, a member of the Portland Avenue congregation, is working in 
Cincinnati and has taken classes at Cincinnati B ible Seminary.

GLEANINGS
Com piled  by Larry  M iles

A  M IG H T Y  FO R TR E SS

A  m ighty Fortress is our God, A  bulwark never fa iling:
Our helper He, am id the flood o f mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe, Doth seek to work its w oe:
His craft and pow er are great, And armed w ith cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

D id  w e in our strength confide, Our striving w ou ld be losing,
W ere  not the right man on our side, The man o f G od ’s ow n choosing: 
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus it is H e!
L o rd  Sabaoth His name, From  age to age the same,
And H e must w in  his Battle.

And  tho this world, w ith demons filled. Should threaten to undo 11s:
W e  w ill not fear, for God hath w illed  H is truth to triumph through 11s: 
The prince o f darkness grim —W e  trem ble not for him:
His rage w e  can endure, For lo, his doom is sure:
One little  w ord  shall fe ll him

—M artin Luther
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BELIEVE W HAT GOD SAYS

" I  have never known my Lo rd  to say anything H e  did not mean. I 
am sure that H e  m ay sometimes mean more than w e understand H im  
to say, but H e  never means less.”

—Charles Iladdon  Spurgeon

H O W  M A JE S T IC  IS T H E  B IB L E !

H ow  majestic is the Bible! how awe-inspiring! how  sublime! The 
W ord  o f G od breaks upon you as a voice from  heaven. F ive hundred 
times in the Pentateuch it prefaces or concludes its declaration w ith  
the sublime assertion, “The Lo rd  said,” or “ the Lo rd  spake.” Three 
hundred times again in  the fo llow in g  books does it do the same, and in 
the books o f prophecy tw elve  hundred times again are our minds 
impressed w ith  such expressions as “ H ear the W ord  o f the Lo rd ,” or 
"Thus saith the Lord ," or “The mouth o f the1 Lord  hath spoken it.” 
W h o  can resist the stupendous claim and challenge that is presented 
to every soul that ever lived : “ God spake these words and said . . .”

—Tw entieth  Century Christian

H O P E ’S R A IN B O W

H op e ’s ra inbow  o f glory, resting firm on the Lord,
Im pels us to labor for the fadeless reward:
H op e ’s rainbow  celestial spans our shores with the land 
O f verdure and blossom (o ve r  Jordan) so grand.

H op e ’s ra inbow  o f promises wafts and anchors the soul 
W ith in  the blest harbor of the Christian’s bright goal:
H ope ’s rainbow o f prom ise consolation imparts
W hen  farewells are spoken and w e ’re b ow ed  w ith sad hearts.

H op e ’s rainbow  o f promise cheers and brightens our way 
Through all the dark shadows to the saints’ perfect day: 
H op e ’s rainbow  o f promise cheers when trials appear,
And  lightens the burdens o f our p ilgrim age here.

H op e ’s rainbow o f prom ise sees by faith the g lad day 
W hen  praise to Jehovah w e ’ll be singing fo r aye;
H op e ’s rainbow o f promises sees b y  faith  the fair dome, 
W here  w e  shall fo rever be w ith Jesus at home.

—Flavil H a ll

T H E  T H R O N E  O F  J U D G M E N T

T h e  book o f Revelation  is the great judgm ent book o f the Bible. 
W hen  John is summoned up into heaven he sees there a throne; and 
out o f the throne proceed lightnings and voices and thunders. (R ev . 4 .) 
It is not tlu> throne o f grace: it is a judgm ent throne. “H e  hath prepared 
H is throne for judgm ent” (Psa lm  9 :7 ). A  heavy doom  is in store 
for the guilty w orld  below , for the great final clean-up time has come. 
But there is '“ One sitting upon the throne; and he that sat was to look 
upon like a jasper stone and a sardius; and there was a rainbow round
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about the throne like an emerald to look upon.” (R ev . 4:1-3.) There 
is always that rainbow  with its guarantee o f m ercy and hope. The 
angel also that lifts up his hand to heaven and reveals that there 
shall be delay no longer is described as “ arrayed w ith  a c lo u d ” and 
upon his head “ the rainbow”—not a rainbow, but the rainbow  o f all 
the ages, the token o f G od ’s ancient covenant and His righteous and 
m ercifu l dealings w ith mankind for everm ore: “ the rainbow was upon 
his head and his face was as the' sun . . .”  (R e v . 10:1.)

—R. II .  Roll in W ords in Season

Until next time, M A R A N A T H A !
 _  „    -   - Ί

Missionary Messenger
"Greater things for God"

Joy Garrett Salisbury, Z im babw e D ecem ber 23rd

W e  are back in Z im babwe after a wonderfu l year spent among
the brethren in U.S.A. W e  thank you all fo r your hospitality and 
support.

Last Sunday we were welcom ed1 hom e by an all day service held
iat Mufakose Church o f Christ by all the Salisbury churches in our
fellowship. Robert spoke at the m orning service and Brother Patrick 
M achaya and Agrippa  Ch ivengw a during the afternoon. A  different 
choral group sang at each service from Harare H ighfields, and G len 
Norah. The singing was excellent. The M ufakose brethren have 
painted the inside o f their bu ild ing and everyth ing looked so nice. It 
has been good  to see some new faces among the o lder faith fu l servants 
o f God that w e  have known many years.

W e  have a Shortage o f gasohol in the country at present. One 
must get into long lines to get a small amount o f gasohol which sells for 
the equivalent o f $3:68 (U .S .  m oney) for a U .S . gallon. D iesel is 
half that price and not so scarce at present.

Please continue to rem em ber the L o rd ’s W ork  here in Z im babw e 
in your prayers.

Words in Season
by R. H . Boll

T H E  V A L U E  O F  J IO P E
“ Rejoicing in hope.”  Inseparably connected w ith  the gospel 

and the true religion o f Christ is a hope, firm, and w ell secured, and 
grand beyond measure; a hope so sure and stedfast that in v iew  o f it
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a man can afford1 to w a it and work in patience; so bright and glorious 
that its light fills the heart w ith  a strange joy, and in foretaste o f 
possession its reflection shines from  the countenance. It  was G od ’s 
w ill so. The joy and peace o f that hope reflected in the faces o f His 
chosen ones is G od ’s advertisement. It was H is intent to make it so 
marked and striking that men w ould stop a Christian and ask him for 
an explanation o f the radiance that illum inated his face; and he exhorts 
the Christian always to be ready to “g iv e  answer to  every man that 
asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you.”  (1  Peter 3:15) 
A nd  w hy should it not be so? I f  any man should some fatefu l evening 
fa ll heir to  a m illion o f dollars w ou ld it be unreasonable to suppose 
that his friends next day could read from  his expression that a. p iece o f 
great good fortune had befallen  him? But you have inherited more 
and greater things, ye children o f God. A nd  w ith the inheritance 
went a w rit o f assurance, signed by  the A lm igh ty  God. Yours is 
“ an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you”—kept secure and safe; and tlu· m eanwhile 
you who are heirs o f it “ by the pow er o f God are guarded through faith 
unto salvation ready to  be 'revealed in the last time.” N o  wonder, 
then, that the next line adds: “W herein  ye  greatly rejoice.” L e t a man 
take true hold  o f this promise and let it be settled in his heart that 
G od  meant it even  so, and that it is for him, and the joy w ill come: a 
joy indom itable which all the billows o f  the w orld ’s tribulation cannot 
quench; “though now  for a little while, i f  need be, ye have been put to 
gr ie f in m anifold  trials.”  The man learns to “ rejoice in tribulations 
also;”  and by working stedfastness and approvedness, his tribulation 
actually results in increase o f  hope and happiness. (R om . 5:3-11; 1 Pet. 
1:4-7).'

T H E  C A U S E  O F  L U K E W A R M N E S S
N o w  for one reason or another there are many Christians who 

have very  much m ore doubt and dread and anxious m isgivings than 
they have hope. Their lives, too; bear testimony to  the deficiency, 
for the lack o f  hope results in indifference and weariness, in nerve
less, half-hearted work, and possibly quite a little worldiness. But 
although they are' wont to attribute their lack o f hope to their very 
great failure in liv in g  the Christian life, the fact is the opposite: 
their failure arises from  the lack o f hope. For the hope must come 
first. Th ey  either have never whole-heartedly seized upon the hope 
G od has set before -them, or have in unbelief or ignorance abandoned 
it. But it is not written  that they who pu rify  themselves as Christ 
is pure shall have hope, but: “ H e  -that hath this hope set on him 
purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”  ( I  John 3 :3 ) . )  H ope does as
suredly grow , just as naturally as a man’s anticipation is heightened as 
he pursues his w ay  to a certain goal; but a Christian life  from  the 
first springs out o f this hope, and it is a case o f “ to him that hath



M IS R E P R E S E N T A T IO N  O F  G O D 'S  G L A D  N E W S
The joyless, hopeless, gloom y Christian is a m isrepresention o f 

the gospel (th e  glad new s) o f  Jesus Christ. H e  utterly fails in show ing 
forth the praises o f God and o f m aking his L o rd  desirable unto men. 
For as he “ thinketh in his heart, so is he.”  A ll over his face and being 
the legend is written that Christianity is a trouble, a self-torture, a 
system o f making oneself and all around him  miserable. Instead o f 
a hope, a severer demand; instead o f relief, a heavier burben, an exact
ing obligation, anxieties, pangs o f conscience, naggings o f heart, re
proach and bitterness! And  who w ou ld  fa ll in love  w ith such a thing? 
W hen  Jesus in his wonderfu l teaching on fru it bearing (John 15) 
reveals to his disciples the secret o f the neverfa iling source o f all the 
strength and pow er they need, the Vine, out o f whom  all their good 
fruit must be drawn, it is to these as if  he had austerely dem anded 
that they o f their own barren souls should bear the fru it o f heaven, 
and had wound up by saying, not, “These things I have spoken unto 
you that your joy may be made fu ll,” but, “These things I have spoken 
to you to make you utterly miserable.”  T lrey seem to say that Christ’s 
gracious invitation to sinners reads thus: “Com e unto me, all ye  that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I w ill g ive  you toil. Take m y yoke 
upon you and learn o f me; and ye shall find weariness to your souls. 
For m y yoke is galling and m y burden is sore.” Is: it not so in your 
case? But i f  it be, delay not to leam  and fo llo w  a better gospel. 
Trust in the Lord  and take courage. “ O  taste and see that Jehovah is 
good: blessed is the man that taketh refuge in him.”  Begin by  taking 
refuge in him, b y  trusting in his salvation. And the same fa ith  by 
which as a sinner you at first fled to him  for refuge w ill enable you 
always to obtain m ercy, stand in G od ’s grace, rest in his power, and 
find joy and peace in the hope G od  has given  unto us.

H O P E  V E R S U S  D E L U S IO N
“ Speaking o f hope,” said a brother, “ I knew a man who was 

lead ing an ungodly life, and not in the least concerned to do better; 
but, nevertheless, always m aintaining that he w ou ld  ‘go  to heaven 
when he died.’ D o you think there was any virtue in that kind o f 
hope?” That was not hope at all; it was m erely delusion. A nd  there 
is a w orld  o f that. N ot so much o f it, perhaps, in the blunt form  
described above as a various, more plausible, guise. It  is Satan’s ch ief 
object to lead men aw ay from  the true hope and g iv e  them the false, 
unfounded one, a hope that putteth to shame. Universalism  holds 
out its lying m irage to the dying souls o f men. The “ N ew  Though t” 
and similar cults feed  the starving hearts w ith hollow  self-deceived  
optimism, inducing them to believe that “ thoughts are things,”  and 
that thinking a thing makes it so, and that to shut one’s eyes to ev il 
and ignore the fearfu l possibilities and expect nothing but good  here 
and beyond is the true w ay o f life. There be many prophets now a
days: that heal the hurt o f human souls slightly, saying, Peace, peace, 
when there is no peace, and who strengthen the hands o f the w icked  
w ith  their ly in g  dreams. But the hope o f the Christian is not simply 
a make-believe, a creation o f man’s fancy. I t  is a reality. I t  is secured 
by  G od ’s w ord  and G od ’s oath, “ that by two im m utable things, in
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which it is im possible for G od  to lie, w e  m ay have a strong encourage
ment, who have fled fo r re fu ge to lay hold o f the hope set before us.” 
(H eb . 6:18.) It rests upon fact, and that whether a man accepts it 
or not. I t  is not indiscrim inately for any and every man. It  is based 
on righteousness (apart from  which there can be no h o p e )—a right
eousness which is free ly  g iven  to us b y  G od  through our faith  in Jesus 
Christ. “ Being therefore justified by faith, w e  have peace w ith God 
through our Lord  Jesus Christ; through whom  also w e  have had our 
access by faith into this grace wherein w e  stand; and w e rejoice in 
hope o f the g lory o f God.”  ( Rom. 5:1, 2 .) This, then, is its foundation: 
First, faith  in Christ; then justification (o r  righteousness) through his 
b lood; thus comes peace w ith  God, and access into G od ’s grace; and 
then rejo icing in hope o f the g lory o f  God. This is, therefore, no flimsy 
spider w eb  o f imagination, but a reality resting on a rock sure and tried, 
and fit to ab ide the test o f eternity. And finally the true hope is un
mistakable in its manifestation. A lthough it  is for the lowest sinner 
who puts his trust in Jesus:, it w ill not suffer him to live  on in sin, but 
w ill begin  to work a great change. It  makes for self-denial and purity 
o f life, it exerts a constant pull; it draws him to God. “E very  one that 
hath this hope set on him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”  (1  John 
3 :3 .) By these marks w e  m ay know the true hope o f the children o f 
God.

L E T  T H E M  A L O N E
Once a m ayor o f N e w  York had come to the conclusion that the 

Jews should be le ft  alone in their religion, and w ou ld  not grant per
mission to the street preachers to preach and proselytize among the 
Jews. “ D o  you not think the Jews have a good religion?”  he asks. 
“H ave  not the Christians 'appropriated the entire Jewish sacred Scrip
tures? W as not the N e w  Testam ent also w ritten  entirely by  Jews? 
W as not Jesus also born o f the Jewish race?” And so forth. The 
upshot amounts to this: W h y  trouble them in their beautiful, pure 
worship o f the one and on ly true G od? Yes, M ayor, i f  you had lived  
in the apostles’ day, you would, no doubt, have joined the Sadducean 
court in charging Peter and John not to speak at all any m ore in the 
name o f Jesus o f Nazareth, lest they proselytize the Jews from  their 
beautiful religion. I f  those brave men had not d isobeyed such orders 
as yours, M ayor, you yourself w ou ld  never have heard o f the name o f 
Jesus Christ. But they preached, at the risk o f prison and death, and 
filled the country w ith the gospel o f Christ, and “proselytized” many, 
thank God. But the enemies o f the gospel w ent down and perished in 
darkness, just as you w ill except you repent.

T H E  D IF F E R E N C E
“You are not a wh it better than you w ere ten years ago,”  said 

the accusing conscience when the man had had a striking revelation 
o f his ev il and his ev il possiblities. Th e  soul was downcast and 
sighed; but turning to Christ, it rep lied: “ I  am probably no better; yet 
I have m ore hope, for I know G od  better. I  have had dealings w ith 
him and he w ith  me. I  know  h ow  great his resources and how  tender 
his; mercies, and how  surely he does respond from  his throne o f grace 
when w e come bold ly  for help in the time o f need. Therefore, ‘Re-
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jo ice not against me, O  m ine enemy: when I fall, I  shall arise; when 
I sit in darkness, Jehovah w ill be a light unto me.’ ”  And  this is the 
only sure, true, and good  ground o f confidence. “Thus saith Jehovah. 
L e t not the wise man glory in his w isdom, neither let the m igh ty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man g lory  in his riches; but let him 
that glorieth g lory in this, that be hath understanding, and knoweth 
me, that I am Jehovah who exerciseth lovingkindness, justice, and 
righteousness, in the earth.”  (Jer. 9:23, 24.)

Genesis:
Edited by Dr. Horace E. W ood

The Voice o f God's First Prophet 
to our Dying World

S. Lew is  Johnson, Jr.

The Lo rd  Jesus said that Abel was a prophet (c f. Luke 11:49-51). 
And  the w riter o f the Epistle to the H ebrew s said that, though dead, he 
was still speaking to the generations o f men (c f. Heb. 11 :4 ). W e  can 
hardly doubt that a speaking prophet w ou ld be em inently useful to 
our age. That is just what w e  need, a contem porary vo ice  from  God. 
W hat, then, is it that A be l is saying to us?

T o  answer the question w e have to turn to the story o f Abel, 
found in the fourth chapter o f the Book o f Genesis, the book o f beg in 
nings. Its context is set in the midst o f a very  naturally un fold ing 
account of the early history o f the race. In the first chapter the record 
o f the creation o f the universe is found. In the second chapter the 
emphasis moves to the probation o f new ly created man. And, then, 
in the fa te fu l chapter three the fall o f man is described ,with the 
resulting judgments upon the serpent, the woman, and the man. So, in 
the fourth chapter w e  are introduced to  the career o f the w orld  as it 
abides under the curse o f God. In  chapter three the figure; behind the 
serpent is the devil, but in chapter four, w h ile  his influence is dis
cernible, the emphasis rests upon the other members of the trium virate 
o f evils, the w orld  and the flesh. The depth o f the fa ll appears in the 
fratricide o f Cain. The sin o f unbelief has now  gone through its 
cycle o f rebellion to immorality.

Several points need attention. In  the first place, it is clear that 
man does not want to walk w ith God under the guidance o f H is W ord. 
In the second place, the race is unable to unite around the Plrotevan- 
gelium  o f Genesis 3:15 and find its destiny established by the divine 
promise o f the com ing Seed. And, finally, it is clear that the prophecy 
o f the warfare between the seed o f the serpent and the seed o f the 
woman has already begun to be fulfilled. Cain ’s act is the visib le e v i
dence o f the declaration of war. H e  becomes the first soldier in the 
army o f the enemy, for he “was o f the ev il one” (c f. 1 John 3 :13 ).

The fourth chapter o f Genesis has great significance for the history 
o f mankind, and the ignoring o f it has led to a false and inaccurate
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understanding o f our past. The common man's v iew  o f human history 
as a long developm ent from  the cave-man stage to modern enlightened 
humanity is a very  distorted v iew  o f things. Leu po ld  comments, “For 
mian not on ly d id  not start on the low  anthropoid or simian state that 
is usually assumed, but as a human being he at once stood on the high 
intellectual and physical leve l that the preced ing chapters described. 
But, unfortunately, the actual degradation that sin brought is not reck
oned w ith. W hereas man was not an in ferior being on a low er level, 
such w ritin g  o f  history degrades him w ithout warrant. W hereas he 
was brought low  by the Fall, this pseudo-science ignores his true 
degradation.”  Th e  men o f the days o f Adam  w ere not rude savages, 
but m en o f  considerable technological and intellectual achievement, as 
the latter part o f the chapter w ill indicate.

But now  w e turn to the' story o f cain and A b e l to learn what G od ’s 
first prophet is saving to modern man. It is an important, in  fact, a 
supremely important message.

T H E  C O N C E P T IO N  O F  C A IN  A N D  A B E L  

The conception  o f Cain and E v e ’s com m ent (G en . 4 :1 ). A fter 
the mention o f the cherubim  and their barring o f the w ay  to the tree 
o f life, the account returns to Adam  and his story, “N o w  the man had 
relations with his w ife  Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, 
and she said, “ I have gotten a man-child w ith  the help o f the Lord .’ ” 

The words, “had relations w ith,” are the rendering o f a H ebrew  
w ord  that means literally, to  know. Adam  knew  his w ife  Eve. The 
w ord  is a  common euphemism for sexual union, and it e ffectively  
conveys the deep ly personal leve l o f a true sexual union between  a man 
and a woman. Its true lo fty  content, however, can be lost in  des
criptions o f distorted unions (c f. 19:5 ).

E ve ’s comment is, " I  have gotten a man-child w ith Yahweli.”  The 
verb, “ I  have gotten,”  means I have acqu ired , or perhaps I have made, 
or created, if its derivation is from  an old  Canaanite root, as many 
m odern scholars believe. Cf. Deut. 32:6; Gen. 14:19, 22; Psa. 115:15; 
139:13; Prov. 8:22. Its is unlikely, however, that E ve  was m aking a 
boast o f her generative power.

The name Cain  is from  the verb translated by “ gotten,” but only 
from  an archaic root. It  means acquisition. She named him Qayin 
from  the root qanah in its archaic form . It  was a play on words, of 
course.

The expression, “w ith the help o f the Lord , ” is literally, w ith the 
L ord , her statement then 'being, I  nave gotten  a m an-child, the Lord , as 
i f  she thought that the birth o f Cain was the fulfillm ent o! Genesis 3:15, 
Cain being the prom ised divine Seed. The translation is not possible 
grammatically. E ve  is sim ply referring to G od ’s ro le in the birth. It 
was by  His pow er that she was enabled to conceive and deliver, and in 
this respect it was a true cry o f faith, just as in verse twenty-five. The 
attitude o f the woman lifts the purely natural to its true spiritual level. 
Cf. 1 Tim . 4:4-5. Stigers refers to her words as expressing “her com 
munity in creativity.”

The conception  o f A b e l and Moses com m ent (G en . 4 :2 ). A b e l’s 
name means breath, vapor or vanity. Those who see the reference
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to Messiah in E ve ’s words regarding Cain point to the nam ing o f  A be l 
as p roo f o f  disillusionment in the meantime. I t  is m ore likely  that E ve  
has now  becom e m ore acquainted w ith  the fact that human lifie now  
stands under the d ivine curse. She sees, w ith  her husband, that the 
creation has been subjected to vanity, and this calls forth the name o f 
A bel (c f. Rom. 8:20).

Th e  Mosaic comment regarding the occupations o f the tw o sons 
does not in any way im ply the in feriority  o f the one to the other (c f. 
2:15; 3:17-18, 21, 23).

T H E  O B L A T IO N S  O F  C A IN  A N D  A B E L
The offering o f Cain  (G en . 4 :3 ). E viden tly  there was a regular 

tim e for the men to approach the Lo rd  in worship, and probab ly  there 
was a regular place, perhaps at the entrance into the Garden of Eden. 
It is m y opinion also that they had been instructed in the w ay  o f 
approach to the Lord , by example (c f. 3 :21 ) and by W ord  (C f.  11:4 ). 
It  is even possible, although the B ible does not say this, that a kind o f 
m ercy seat had been set up at the gatew ay into the Garden, for the 
cherubim, who overshadowed the m ercy seat in the tabernacle later, 
w ere  there.

The “offering” is the rendering o f a H eb rew  w ord  that in Leviticus 
refers to a meal offering (c f. L ev . 2:1, 4, 14, 15), but in other places 
m ay refer to an offering o f an animal (c f. 1 Sam. 2 :17 ). In this case 
it is clear that it refers to an offering o f an animal, for it is used o f 
A b e l’s oblation, too. W h ile  it may be the part o f w isdom  to stress 
on ly lightly the fact that Cain ’s offering was not a b loody one and 
A b e l’s was, w e  must still note the fact. The remainder o f the B ible, it 
seems to me, does perm it mention o f it and the attachment o f a measure 
o f m eaning to it. W e, o f  course, adm it that the type o f o ffering is not 
the only standard by which an offering is to be judged  (c f. Mai. 1:8,
13).

The offering o f  A b e l (G en . 4 :4a ). The offering o f A b e l from  the 
flock was most likely a lamb, but some stress also rests upon the excel
lency o f it. It  included the best o f the flock, the firstlings, and the 
bests parts, the fat parts. One sees in this an indication o f the desire 
o f Abel to g lorify  his Creator by an acknowledgm ent o f H is worth. 
H e  deserves the best o f everything. I t  was an o ffering m ade in faith, it 
is clear.

T I IE  R E C E P T IO N  O F  T H E  O F F E R IN G  BY T H E  L O R D
The recep tion  o f A b e l’s offering  (G en . 4 :4 b ). “A nd  the L o rd  had 

regard for Abel and 'his o ffering.” The words re fer to the reception o f 
A b e l’s sacrifice. The verb rendered, “had regard,” means to  look  upon  
w ith  favor. And it is to be noted that the Lo rd  looked w ith  favor 
upon A b e l and upon his offering. The approval is d irected to  the 
person first, and then to the sacrifice. W e  must be careful here. That 
does not mean that G od is totally uninterested in the kind o f  sacrifice 
that is brought. W hat is meant is that a true sacrifice is made when the 
offerer offers in faith the prescribed sacrifice. The prescribed sacrifice 
is o f no value, i f  not o ffered  in faith, and the w rong sacrifice, when 
instruction have been g iven  regard ing the right one, is one not m ade in  
faith. Cf. Psa. 40:6-8; L ev . 10:1-3.
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M otiva ted  by  faith (c f. Rom. 10:17), then, Abel offered a. lamb 
(c f. Gen. 3 :21 ). I f  faith comes by hearing, and Paul says that, and if 
Abe! offered  in faith, and the w riter o f H ebrew s says that, w e  must 
conclude that A be l had been instructed in the proper w ay  to approach 
God. I t  is reasonable to assume that G od had done this when H e sent 
the first fam ily  out o f the Garden o f Eden. A b e l’s offering was an 
offering by fa ith  that worked, that is, by a true faith (c f. Jas. 2:14-26). 
His o fferin g  revea led  several things.

(1 )  First, it revea led  a know ledge o f the state o f man, for the 
approach to G od was only through an animal sacrifice. Man was 
worthy o f  death, and A b e l’s offering was an acknowledgm ent o f that 
(c f. Isa. 59 :12). There is a story about H enry W ard  Beecher and a 
clock, the key words o f which are, “ D on ’t  blam e m y hands; the trouble 
lies deeper.” A  clock that w ill not run illustrates the nature o f man’s 
needs.

(2 )  Second, as w e have said, his o ffering revealed his faith (c f. 
H eb. 10:38; 11:4-6), and w ithout that there is no pleasing o f God.

(3 )  Th ird, in his o ffering there was an assent to the concept o f a 
b lood  sacrifice. “W ithout shedding o f b lood there is no remission,”  the 
B ib le says (c f. Heb. 9 :22 ). As difficult to understand as that may be 
fo r some, the proper response is to believe, not reject the idea, and then 
to ask G od for an explanation. It  w ill no doubt come. H e  who holds 
the seas in the hollow  o f H is hands and grasps the winds in His fists 
must always b e  incom prehensible in part to dust!

The recep tion  o f  C a in s  offering  (G en . 4 :5 ). The look o f Jehovah 
upon Cain’s offering was one o f disfavor. H o w  this was m anifested 
w e  do not know. Tradition  has it that the favor o f G od  was mani
fested upon A b e l’s offering in that fire consumed it. The account 
seems m ore personal, and I  am inclined to believe that a theophany had 
taken place, and the look o f d isfavor came from  the face o f the d ivine 
being. W h y  the disfavor? L e t me suggest some o f the fo llow ing 
things:

(1 )  First, Gain’s o ffering suggests that he had religion without 
righteousness. H e  came in “ the w ay o f Cain” (c f. Jude 11), that is, not 
w ithout an o ffering at all, but w ith  the w rong o ffering in the w rong 
spirit. H e  came in his own way. H e  had relig ion—he did bring an 
o ffering to  the L o rd —but that was all the reality that he had. It is a 
startling th ing to contemplate, but the first murder was the outcome o f 
a “ church m eeting.” One always knows a man best outside o f church, 
not inside it. Someone has said, “A  minister sees the best side o f a 
man, the law yer the worst, and the physician the real man.” Thus, 
Gain slew  his brother when the m eeting was over, and that is the true 
measure o f his piety.

(2 )  Second, Gain’s o ffering is a revelation o f the disobedience of 
fa ith  (c f. Gen. 4:5, 7; 3:17; I  John 3 :12 ). H is works w ere evil, for he 
was o f the ev il one and brought o f the products o f the cursed ground 
contrary to instructions. There  was something w rong in his heart, but 
it m anifested itself in his offering.

(3 )  Third, he eviden tly  was gu ilty o f  trust in human works. H e 
o ffered  the “ fruit of the ground” (c f. 3 :17 ). H e  had the same nature,
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the same environment, the same know ledge, and the same opportunities 
that A b e l had, so far as w e  know, but oh! how  different the response to 
his privileges.

It  is striking that the w riter to the H ebrew s traces A b e l’s accep
tance to the offering that he brought, contrary to the opin ion o f a 
number o f O ld  Testament commentators. In H ebrew s 11:4 w e  read, 
“ By faith A be l offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through 
which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testify ing 
A B O U T  H IS  G IF TS , and through faith, though he is dead, he still 
speaks.”  True, it was the faith that led  to the sacrifice, but G od desired 
both the faith and the proper sacrifice, for the latter is the evidence o f 
the genuineness o f the former. The ultimate difference was not in 
the fact that A be l was not a sinner,and Cain was. Both w ere  sinners. 
But Cain refused to acknow ledge his need as represented by the b leed 
ing sacrifice, w h ile A be l did. Thus, the form er’s deeds w ere  evil, w h ile  
the latters w ere righteous (c f. I John 3 :12 ).

That was the difference betw een  the Israelites and the Egyptians 
on the night that the destroying angel came through. The avenging 
atrgel was prevented from  destroying the firstborn iir the homes o f those 
w ho had put the b lood  upon the door. I t  was the b lood  that marked 
out the faithful from the unfaithful. Their faith saved them, but it 
was manifested by the act o f putting the b lood  upon the door posts atrd 
the lintel.

T H E  A D M O N IT IO N  O F  C A IN  BY  T I IE  L O R D
The in terrogation  (G en . 4:6-7a). Th e  fo llow in g  section is a 

record o f the Lo rd ’s appeal to reason and an evidence o f  H is concern 
for His creatures. Cain is asked, W h y  are you angry? A nd  w hy has 
your countenance fallen? I f  you do well, w ill not your countenance be 
lifted  up?” These are words intended to cause Cain to examine his 
condition and to repent iand believe, for he had becom e hot over his 
rejection ( cf. v. 5 b ). The H eb rew  puts it, it  burned Cain exceedingly!

A nd  “i f  you do w e ll” o f verse seven is clearly a reference to  the 
bringing o f the right o ffering in the right spirit. The liftin g  up o f  the 
fallen countenance signifies an acceptance before the Lord.

The instruction  (G en . 4 :7b-c). On the other hand, unbelief 
shall lead to ultimate destruction. Sin is pictured as a crouching beast 
ready to deyour its prey, and it is eager to be at Cain, for its desire is 
toward him.

There are tw o  ways o f rendering the last part o f verse seven, due 
to the fact that the w ord  translated b y  “ sin” here is a noun that also 
m ay mean sin-offering. In some translations the fo llow in g  rendering 
is found, “ I f  you do w ell, w ill you not be acceptable? And  if  you do 
not well, it is because sin is ly in g  at the door like a crouching beast, 
ready to spring on you; and to you is sin’s desire, but you should rule 
over it” (c f. RSV; A S V ).

Others render, “ I f  you do not well, even then there is a sin-offering 
ready to hand for use as a propitiation. And not on ly so, but Abel, 
your brother, w ill submit h im self to  you as the first-born, and you shall 
exercise your right o f authority over him.” This is obviously a free 
paraphrase, but the sense is that in tended by the rendering that con-
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strues the w ord  as m eaning sin-offering. Th e  form er rendering is to be 
preferred.

The verse closes, then, w ith  an appeal to Cain to respond in faith 
and receive acceptance, or to risk ultimate domination by the beast of 
sin (c f. Rom. 6 :16 ),

T I IE  F R A T R IC ID E  O F  C A IN
The arrangem ent o f the m eeting  (G en . 4 :8a ). The opening words 

o f verse eight are quite abrupt and hard to grasp if  the usual m eaning 
o f the verb  translated by “to ld ” is understood. For example, the' NASB  
has, “A n d  Cain told Abel his brother,” and one wants to ask, “ W hat?” 
M any attempts have been made in the versions and commentaries to 
supply the missing information. The text says simply, i f  the common 
m eaning o f the verb is taken, A n d  Cain said to  his b ro ther A bel. There 
is, however, A rab ic usage o f the same root that throws light upon the 
passage. Th e  root m ay refer to an appointed place. Tim s it is pos
sible that the verb here in H eb rew  m ay mean, A nd  Cain appoin ted  a 
place to  m eet A b e l his brother.

Th e  assault upon  A b e l (G en . 4 :8 b ). Cain, part o f the serpent’s 
seed (c f. 1 John 3 :12 ), commits the first prem editated murder, and it 
becam e the first attempt to prevent the accomplishment o f the inoar- 
nation-attonement work o f God in man. Instead o f accepting God's 
admonition, he defies it and plunges further into sin. The cycle o f sin 
is complete. I t  has begun in unbelief, m oved on to rebellion, and 
reached its conclusion in immorality.

W hat, then, does A be l the prophet say to our dying world? In 
the first place, there is no union among men around the promise o f the 
com ing Seed (c f. Gen. 3 :15 ). But, in the second place, he does preach 
by  his actions the necessity o f sacrifice for the satisfaction o f sins, the 
necessity o f faith as the means o f acceptance through the d ivine w ay 
o f approach to God. A be l’s status is confirmed by  the Lord, the 
Apostle  John, and the author o f the Epistle to the Hebrews, all o f whom 
affirm that he was righteous (c f. Matt. 23:35; 1 John 3:12; Ileb . 11:4).

A  well-known teacher once said, “ Death is never the last w ord  in 
the life  o f a righteous man.” That saying has been fu lfilled in the life  
o f Abel.

Answers to the Prophecy Knowledge Quiz
by Dr. D avid  R. Reagan

1) The first prophecy in the B ib le is recorded in Genesis 3:15 where 
G od  says H e  w ill defeat Satan through the “ seed o f woman.”

2 ) The last prophecy in the B ib le is the one spoken by  Jesus in R ev 
elation 22:20 — “ Surely I  am com ing soon.”

3 ) T h e  oldest M an-given prophecy in the B ib le is recorded in Jude 
14-15. It  is a prophecy by Enoch regarding the second com ing 
o f the Lord.

4 ) The prophecy that gives the tim ing o f the L o rd ’s first com ing is 
Daniel’s prophecy o f the 70 W eeks o f Years, recorded in Daniel 
9:24-27.
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5 ) The prophecy that gives the tim ing o f the L o rd ’s second com ing 
is found in Hosea 5:15-6:2. It  says that the Lo rd  w ill return to 
“ raise us up” after “tw o  days.”  N ote  that in Psalm 90:4 and in 
I I  Peter 3:8 w e are to ld  that to the Lord , a thousand years is as a 
day.

6 ) The test o f a true prophet is found in Deut. 18:22. The test is 
100% accuracy.

7 ) W e  are exhorted to  treat prophecy w ith  respect in I  Thess. 5:20.
8 ) Peter tells us that angels long to know the m eaning o f the proph

ecies. See I  Peter 1:10-12.
9 ) G od identifies His know ledge o f  the future as one o f H is unique 

attributes in Isaiah 46:9-11.
10) In  I I  Peter 1:19 w e  are to ld  that prophecy is like a “ lamp shining 

in a dark place.”
11) Revelation 19:10 identifies Jesus as the focal poin t o f prophecy.
12) In  Revelation 5 Jesus is referred  to as both a L ion  and a Lam b.
13) Paul says in Romans 8:18-23 that all o f  creation is “ groaning in 

travail” in anticipation o f the resurrection and the return o f Jesus 
for at that tim e the creation w ill “ be set free  from its bondage to 
decay.”

14) Isaiah 66:7-8 presents the dramatic portrayal o f  the rebirth o f the 
nation o f Israel in one day.

15) E zek iel 44:1-3 tells us that the Eastern Gate o f Jerusalem w ill 
someday be closed and w ill remain closed until the Prince returns. 
( I t  was closed 500 years ago and is still closed tod ay .)

16) E zek iel 47 contains the exciting story o f the rebirth o f the D ead 
Sea that w ill take p lace during the M illennium.

17) The m odern scientific principle o f  “uniform itarianism” is proph
esied in I I  Peter 3:3-4. This concept is contrary to  the scriptural 
teaching o f special creation and cataclysm.

18) D aniel prophesies that there w ill be a great explosion o f know l
edge in the end times (D an . 12:4).

19) The princip le o f “progressive illum ination” is taught in several 
places in scripture. See Dan. 12:4 & 9 and also Jer. 30:24, Hosea 
14:9, Matt. 10:26-27, and John 16:13. This principle means that 
prophecy w ill be more fu lly understood the closer w e get to the 
time o f its fulfillment.

20) In Isaiah 50:6 it is prophesied that the Messiah’s beard w ill be 
plucked out. There is no specific mention in the N ew  Testam ent 
o f the fu lfillm ent o f this prophecy, but it was undoubtedly one o f 
the tortures that our Lord  had to endure at the hands o f the 
Roman soldiers.

NEWS A N D  NOTES
- f r  . j

The Gallatin Church of Christ, 150 send resume and inquiries to: Gallatin
East Main Street, Gallatin, Tennesse is Church of Christ, Box 984, Gallatin, T N
seeking a fu ll time youth minister. Any 37066. Salary negotiable depending on
one interested in the position should age and experience.
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