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Robert H eld  Is a minister In Louisville, Kentucky.

Q a a ' i  t y

W . R. H.

WHEN DOES LIFE BEGIN?

E xcep t  a man he born again, he cannot see the k ingdom  o f  G o d — Jesus

One o f the greatest legal, b iological, moral, and theological ques
tions o f many years has been thrust upon the peop le o f this generation, 
as they try to convince themselves and one another as to the exact time 
that human life  begins. Planned parenthood lecturers hold  that life  
is not really to be considered until such tim e as it can be viab le ( able 
to l iv e ) outside o f the mother’s wom b. Some in the m edical profes
sion would like to go  even farther, and state that the first few  days o f 
in fancy indicate whether a life  is potentia lly “m eaningfu l”  and how  it 
should be valued. A  few  good  passages from  G od ’s W ord , however, 
ring loud and clear. T o  Jeremiah, G od said: “ B efore I form ed  thee in 
the belly  I knew thee, and before thou earnest forth out o f the w om b I 
sanctified thee.”  (Jer. 1 :5 ) D avid  spoke, in Psalm 139:13, “Thou didst 
knit me together in m y mother’s w om b.” And, again, “ Lo , children are 
a heritage o f Jehovah, and the first fru it o f the w om b is I lis  reward.” 
Ps. 127:3. Speaking o f the restoration o f Israel, G od spoke figurative
ly, “ shall I bring to  the birth, and not bring forth? saith Jehovah: shall 
I  that cause to bring forth shut the wom b, saith thy God?” (Isa. 66 :9 ).

Th e  question as to  when human life  begins m ay be a social and 
political issue w ith the peop le o f the world, but it is o f moral, theo
logical, and spiritual m agnitude to the Christian. G od  is sovereign in 
this matter.

But let us consider the ‘N e w  Birth” about which Jesus spoke to 
Nicodemus. W e  have tended to set up an order o f events, as w e  
understand them to have occurred in the various cases o f salvation 
recorded in the book o f Acts. Some have found three main steps. 
Others list five or six, usually counting them upon the fingers o f the 
hand. E.g., (1 )  H earing the word, (2 )  Belief, (3 )  Repentance, (4 )  
Confession o f Jesus, (5 )  Baptism, ( 6 ) R ece iv in g o f the H o ly  Spirit. 
Putting the various accounts o f conversions side by  side, I  think few  
w ill disagree w ith  the components that are enum erated here. Further, 
w e  may quite w ell agree that this is the probable order o f events in 
the normal conversion experience.

N o w  the question arises: A t what specific point does the convert 
becom e a child o f God? W here  can w e draw the fine line between 
being “ dead in sin” and “alive in Christ Jesus” ? Suppose that the
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stops w ere not taken in the exact rotation as set out above, ( assuming 
that w e  all agree that the order g iven  above is co rrec t)?  Am  I ob liged  
to w rite  down the order in w hich I developed  in m y birth, so that I  can 
present it to some church council fo r  approval? I  m ight not know 
for sure that I  had sufficient faith before I repented. Surely I  hadn’t 
heard nearly enough o f the W ord  to  m eet m y needs to fu lly  repent. 
Was m y grow ing faith in G od sufficient to  be called “ saving faith” when 
I stepped forw ard to accept Jesus? Thanks to m any good  Christian 
teachers and a Christian home, I had advantages that many others d id  
not receive.

As a case in point, there are many areas where teaching concerning 
the indw elling o f  the H o ly  Spirit is nil. Some even define the H o ly  
Spirit as the printed Bible, saying that “ it can be bought in any book
store.”  M any in such congregations could say w ith  the disciples at 
Ephesus (A cts  19:2) “ W e  d id  not so much as hear whether the H o ly  
Spirit was g iven  (m gn . W hether there is a H o ly  S p ir it )”  Their ignor
ance o f the H o ly  Spirit was a serious flaw, as there was also a flaw 
in their w ater baptism. Their teacher (ev id en tly  A po llos ) had 
the same flaw  until he was “ taught the w ay  o f G od m ore accurately.”  
But w e  must notice that these w ere  all ca lled  disciples before and 
afterward. W h o  am I  to  judge the servant o f another? But to lead 
into the truth, that is another matter.

W hen  John baptized Jesus in the Jordan river, then the H o ly  Spirit 
descended in the bod ily  form  o f a dove, and sat upon H im , and the 
voice o f G od acknow ledged H im  as His beloved  Son. This should 
help us p lace the tim e o f the normal “ com ing o f the H o ly  Spirit”  into 
us. O ther scriptures seem to bear out this poin t in time. Being 
raised (from  w aters ) to walk in newness o f life  implies that new  life  
w ith in has been granted. Yet w e  know  that G od  can make exceptions 
to H is own “ rules” , as H e  did in the household o f Cornelius, when the 
H o ly  Spirit fe ll upon them in baptismal fulness, even befo re  they w ere 
baptized  in water.

T w o  o f the “ steps o f salvation” that are often overlooked are given 
in Romans 10:9, “because i f  thou shaft confess w ith  thy mouth Jesus as 
Lord , and be lieve  in thy heart that G od raised him  from  the dead, thou 
slialt b e  saved.”  These requirements fo r righteousness and salvation 
are not different from  what has already been taught us, but they are 
m ore explicit, and indicate that w e  are m aking our calling and 
election sure. The confessing o f Jesus as L o rd  means that m y new 
life  in  Christ is show ing submission to  H is lordship from  day to day. 
B eliev ing in m y heart “ that G od raised H im  from  the dead”  demands 
that m y faith g row  to  include that greatest o f  all tenets, the bodily 
resurrection o f Jesus from  the dead. Continued hearing the w ord  of 
Christ, and the illum ination from  the H o ly  Spirit are fundamental.

W hen  does the new  life  in Christ p in-point its beginning? A re  all 
cases alike? Is m ine the norm that all Others must measure up to? I 
do rem em ber that it started w ith fear and trem bling, then help from  
God, and finally much Joy in the H o ly  Spirit as I em erged from  the 
baptistry. D o w e  have to  pin-point it? G od knows when to w rite the 
names in His book o f life.
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Viewing the
Jack Blaes

W H I L E  I H A D  H E A R D  T H E  R U M O R
concerning Procter and Gam ble making 
sizeable contributions to the church of 
Satan, I did not report on it because I 
didn ’t have even the slightest bit of 
substantiation about it. I ’m glad that I 
didn’t report it, and I ’m  glad to be 
able to tell you that The National F ed 
eration for Decency reports that they 
have checked this out to the best of 
their ability and have not been able to 
find anyone who actually saw the pro
gram from  which the rumor is said to 
have sprung. N E D  has contacted P N C .  
and assure their readers that it is 
nothing more than a rumor.ft ft » ft ft ft
T H E  JU R Y  IN  T H E  H IN C K L E Y  
T R IA L  F O U N D  H IM  T O  B E  innocent 
by reason of insanity. M any people are 
appealing to the Congress to bring 
about an immediate reform  of the laws 
regarding legal insanity. This may be 
something that readers of the W o rd  and 
W ork  may engage in. Your congress
man needs to hear from his constituents, 
and particularly those w ho stand for 
right and against wrong.ft ' o * ft * ft
T H E  S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  T H E
U N IT E D  S T A T E S  has ruled that the 
state of Texas must provide free school
ing for the children of illegal aliens 
within the borders of the state. I hope 
that no one w ill say that to be against 
that ruling makes one against children 
or education. I am bothered, though, 
that the people of a sovereign state are 
forced to spend money for which  they 
have spent (I hope) a fair part of them
selves to obtain in a w ay  that they m ay  
not freely wish to. I have been brought 
up to believe that one of this country’s 
most outstanding values is freedom. 
Basic to freedom  is the right of the in
dividual to enjoy the fruits of his labor.

A  sure sign of the loss o f freedom  is 
when a man’s labor is forced to an end 
he has no pow er to direct.

<* ft 0 «
T H E  E M O T IO N  O F  F E A R  M A Y  B E  

O U R  D E S T R U C T IO N . I speak out of 
concern about the w idespread fright 
campaign being carried on ostensibly to 
save the w orld  from  nuclear suicide. 
The ramifications of the phenomenon  
merit m ore than in-passing mention in 
this column. W ithout doubt, today’s 
nuclear weapons pack a far greater 
potential ft>r death and destruction than 
those of W .W .  II. A  realization of this 
devastating power, the various estimates 
of the numbers of these weapons held  
by the two great w orld  powers, and the 
manifold descriptions of their malignant 
possibilities are enough to strike fear  
into the heart of any normal human  
being. This natural fear is being com
pounded by an over abundance of 
demonstrations, speakers, pamphlets, 
film presentations (very effective lo 
show  the “mushroom”) on the subject, 
supplemented by the considerable im
pact of the mass media. The conclu
sion to all this is to call for—dem and—a 
“nuclear freeze.” The idea is for an 
Am erican-Soviet agreement to stop all 
production, deployment, and testing of 
nuclear weapons. Some take a further 
step: Let The United States do it even 
if the Soviet Union w ill not.
O N E  T H IN G  T H A T  M A K E S  O N E  
A P P R E H E N S IV E  A B O U T  T H E  P R O 
M O T E R S  of the nuclear freeze phil
osophy is their unwillingness to admit 
to an option of any kind to their solu
tion of the problem . Almost to a Ms, 
there are no two ways about it, the 
only w ay  to survival is the nuclear 
freeze route. It is not a fact that we  
are boxed into a situation that is either



this or destruction. I f  there is an enemy, 
any enemy w ou ld  have an advantage if 
he could make his enemy think so. 
Like the bank robber who holds a little 
bottle up telling the teller that it con
tains a highly explosive chemical, and 
unless he is handed a large sum of 
money, he w ill set it off and b low  them 
to "kingdom come.” That’s a bad sit
uation, and, if 1 were the teller, I 'd  
think it the "better part of valor” to 
comply. Since w e  are being told that 
we, in effect, must surrender, or w e w ill 
be responsible for the disaster that w ill 
follow , I think of the U.S. as being the 
teller, and the Soviet Union as the rob 
ber. However, I do not believe that we  
should surrender. For one thing, I do 
not believe the promises of peace which  
is supposed to come upon the earth 
when w e  lay down our arms. It simply 
is not the communist w ay  of doing 
things.
T H E  S O V IE T S  H A V E  P R O V E D  
T H A T  T H E Y  A R E  T O T A L L Y  U N 
T R U S T W O R T H Y . Since our first treaty 
with them in 19.33 they have broken  
one promise after another as it became  
evident that it was to their advantage 
to do so. In 193.3 they solemnly p ledged  
to refrain from  spreading Communist 
propaganda and from  sponsoring anti- 
American activity within our borders. 
From  the moment it was signed it was  
apparent that they had no intentions of 
living up to their word. They did the 
same thing regarding their agreement 
under the Lend -Lease  agreement in 
1942. And  we could give documenta
tion for many such instances in which  
they have shown themselves to be 
deceivers, agreeing to things which  
would  make for peaceful relationships, 
only to disregard them to take advan
tage of us.
O N E  T H IN G  T H E  P R O M O T E R S  O F  
F R E E Z E  A D V A N C E  is that the Soviets 
are fearful of the United States. This is 
verv difficult to swallow  when w e  know  
that it has been through the generosity 
of Am erica that the Communists have  
been able to build up its threatening 
arsenal of nuclear weapons. Realistic 
analysts are assured that it has only 
been because the United States has 
supplied and continues to furnish equip 
ment, technology, and credit that sig
nificantly contributes to the mighty m il
itary power of the Soviets that they 
have been able to reach and maintain 
this unprecedented military height.

W h y  should they fear one who has 
been and still is their great benefactor? 
T H O S E  W H O  A R E  A G IT A T IN G  F O R  
T H IS  N U C L E A R  F R E E Z E  imply, if 
they do not come right out and say so, 
that it is the military posture of Am eri
ca that is menacing the world. Are  
these who pose as peace loving people  
ignorant of the insatiable hunger which  
swallows up nation after nation, and is 
on record as existing to destroy all other 
existing governments, and make the 
entire w orld  communist? M aybe they 
just don’t believe it. But w e  can’t deny 
what our eyes see, unless w e have the 
death wish.
W E  M U S T  B E  A W A R E  T H A T  T H E  
P R IM E  M O V E R  O F  T H IS  so-called 
peace offensive is the W orld  Peace 
Council. The W P C  is controlled in 
every respect by the Soviet Union, and 
is doing what it is doing for the ad
vantage of the Marxists. President Rea
gan expressed it this w ay—the W P C  was 
“bought and paid for lw  the Soviet 
Union.” There are a number o f other 
Communist and radical groups leading  
out in this movement. Not all the 
people involved are Communists, but 
it is clearly a Communist movement. 
R A T H E R  T H A N  A C C E P T  T H E  C O M 
M U N IS T  S O L U T IO N  O F  T H IS  p rob 
lem, Am erica should cut off immediate
ly all aid to every Communist country 
of any size or condition. B y  all aid I  
mean financial, agricultural, military, 
and technical. W e  should extend aid as 
needed to any country which is under 
harassment of any Communist oppres
sor. Let us give up as futile the making 
of agreements of any kind with men 
who boast and demonstrate that they 
promise onlv to betray.
L E T  U S  B E  E V E R  M I N D F U L  T H A T  
B E F O R E  A L L  IS S A ID  A N D  done, our 
problem  is essentially spiritual. And  so, 
“Cease ve from  man whose breath is 
in his nostrils.” “Except the Lord  build  
the house, they labor in vain that build  
it: except the Lord  keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain.” It 
seems that Am erica has turned to H u 
manism with all the ungodliness of the 
pagan civilizations of the ancients. If  
G od  should spare us from  the judgments 
to come unless w e  w ill have repented, 
H e would have to be embarrassed to 
face Sodom and Gomorrah. These days 
call for increased activities in the fu l
fillment of the Great Commission with  
very much prayer.
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THOUGHTS FROM ROMANS
Ernest E. Lyon

D ec la red  R igh teous  —- For Eternity”

Therefore having been justified hi/ faith, we have peace 
with G od  through our L o rd  Jesus Christ, through ich om  
also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this 
grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope o f the 
glory o f  God. (Rom ans 5:1, 2; N A S B )

The two verses quoted above from  the N ew  Am erican Standard 
B ible introduce so much that is important that w e  could not possibly 
cover all o f the thoughts in them. A dd  to that the fact that chapter 
.5 introduces a four-chapter-long division o f the book and you see that 
w e  can on lv begin  to touch on the material in this one article.

Through 3:20 Paul, after his introduction, had shown the im 
possibility o f any saving himself. Beginning w ith  3:21 he had shown 
how  God had made provision that any guilty sinner could come to H im  
and be declared righteous—through the atoning work o f the L o rd  Jesus 
Christ on the Cross o f Calvary. H e  had shown how  this was entirely 
by faith, not by works, not by  rituals, and not in any w ay from  keeping 
the Law . The next concern o f the believer w ou ld naturally b e—“H o w  
can 1 keep such a great salvation?” In these chapters (f iv e  through 
e igh t) Paul goes to great detail to show that w e  now  have a hope 
that w ill not end in disappointment (5 :5 ) ,  that is as sure as Jesus 
Christ is the Son o f God, for w e are identified w ith  H im  (5 :12-21) 
(th e  great subject o f these chapters), that w e  have been identified 
w ith  H im  in death and in resurrection to new  life  (6 :5 ) ,  that sin shall 
not have dominion over us (6 :1 4 ), that the free g ift  o f G od is eternal 
life  in Christ Jesus (6 :2 3 ), that there is no condemnation to them that 
are in Christ Jesus (8 :1 ) ,  that nothing can separate us from  the love 
o f G od , which is in Christ Jesus our Lo rd  (8 :3 9 ), and so on throughout 
the chapters. Jesus H im self had stated it sim ply in John 27-29—“ M y  
sheep hear m y voice, and I know them, and they fo llow  me: and I g ive 
unto them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, and no one shall 
snatch them out o f m y hand. M y  Father, who hath g iven  them unto 
me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out o f the 
Father’s hand.”  I rea lize that many have taken these simple assuring 
statements and drawn from  them by human reasoning a lot o f  “ there- 
fores” that have given the subject a bad  name, but we- can not lose
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the wonderfu l assurance o f these chapters sim ply because someone 
else thinks they say things they don’t. W e  do not have to wait until 
the end o! this life  to know that w e have eternal life. W e  have it now 
by faith because G od b y  Ilis  grace has g iven  it to us.

In the remaining space this month let us then confine ourselves 
to looking at one great thought from Romans 5:1—w e have peace with 
God. This is the result o f having been justified (d ec la red  righteous) 
by faith. The faith in G od ’s working for us in Christ that had us de
clared righteous also took us out o f our natural enm ity w ith God, so 
that w e  come not into judgment but have passed out o f death into 
life  (John 5 :24 ).

N ow  please do not confuse, as many commentators seem to do, 
peace with  G od  and the peace of  God. Philippians 4:6, 7 set forth 
that wonderfu l peace that God sends from  H im self to our hearts to 
guard us when w e quit try ing to handle our problems ourselves and 
bring them to H im . but here in Romans 5:1 w e are speaking o f a peace 
betw een  us and God, an entering into a status o f entree to H im  that 
precludes any fear. W e  are at peace w ith H im  and w e now  have ac
cess to H im  at any and all times. W e  don’t have to have others pray 
and fast for us as Queen Esther did w hen she w ent uninvited before 
the K ing; w e are part o f  the inner circle that is w elcom e at any time 
and w e ought always to keep before us the wonderful fact that w e  are 
in H im  and Ik · is in us. Aga in  may 1 rem ind you that we did nothing 
to deserve this. It is by grace through faith just as our being justified 
was and an im m ediate direct result o f  that justification. It is the 
one outside o f Christ w ho has to find (in  Christ) the means (b y  fa ith ) 
o f being justified and then o f being p laced into the great peace o f which 
w e  are speaking. H ow  could anything bother us now when we are on 
the side o f the One W h o has all power and all authority, the One W ho 
created and W h o  sustains all things!

Rut before stopping our thoughts about this subject for the mo
ment, cou ld  1 ask von il von have truly been “ declared righteous w ith 
out a cause on your part by G od ’s unmcritable favor through the 
buying back from the power o f sin that is in Christ Jesus, W hom  G od 
set forth to be our sin sacrifice through faith in Ilis  b lood” ? ( Free trans
lation to show the full meaning o f Romans 3:24-25a). I f  you have not, 
then come to H im . I f  you have done this already, realize you are at 
peace with G od  and live  in H is presence w ith joy.

Tension and Ambiguity in Early Disciple 
Thought and Practice

Part II

D ale A . Jorgenson

The first part o f this article was an attempt to h igh light the tension 
indigenous to the two cardinal principles o f the early reformers o f the 
Restoration M ovem ent. Those two principles included a strong state-
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ment that the Church o f Jesus Christ on earth should be and actually 
teas one. T h e  second princip le included an emphasis on restoration 
o f  the N ew  Testament Church w ith an im plied set o f principles on 
which that restoration could be achieved. It was suggested earlier 
that when individuals w ith d iffering theological backgrounds attem pted 
to “ restore” the N ew  Testam ent Church based on the scriptures, dis
agreement and inevitab ly division resulted. Thus the first and the 
second principles were, in the final analysis, opposed to each other in 
human practice, even though Thom as Cam pbell in his Declaration  and 
Address had believed  that the second princip le w ou ld ultim ately help 
bring about the first one.

This part o f the article w ill suggest that, in addition to the tension 
between what turned out to be opposing principles, the reformers 
invited  a great deal o f  ambiguity  in the principles they proposed for 
scriptural exegesis: the often-quoted proposal o f  Thomas Cam pbell, 
“W here  the- scriptures speak, w e  speak; where the scriptures are silent, 
w e  are silent.”

The problem  which the Campbells and others encountered almost 
im m ediately w ith  this brave proposal was the eternal need to define 
terms: “what does the silence o f the scriptures mean?”

O ne answer, and one which I believe the Cam pbells favored  in 
m any questions, was based upon the old Scottish Gommon-Sense ph il
osophy and perhaps some o f the rationalistic emphasis o f the English 
philosopher, John Locke, in  opinions, certain ly God gave human 
intelligence in sufficient measure for peop le to pursue Christian an
swers. A lexander Cam pbell and other editors o f his generation placed 
a heavy emphasis upon the scriptural know lcdgability  o f peop le  in the 
churches, and in the early years o f the movement it would seem evident 
that this apparently sensible policy preva iled  in their thinking.

T lu ' other answer was one which seems to me to have grown in 
acceptance by A lexander Cam pbell, W a lter Scott, and tlu1 conservative 
w in g  o f the m ovem ent througout the nineteenth century. This solu
tion was, in the silence of the scriptures, do nothing.

A  parallel attitude which seems to have grow n up w ith  the 
Restoration M ovem ent includes a low  toleration level for ambiguity. 
W hat some psychological systems call homeostasis, the drive to closure 
or resolution o f uncertainty, seems to be strongly entrenched in the 
assumptions o f the conservative half o f the m ovement, f  remember 
clearly that as an undergraduate in a Church o f Christ college 1 im 
b ib ed  the hope from  m y peers and at least im p lic itly  from  some o f m y 
teachers that some day, when 1 had grow n and studied the W ord  long 
enough, I could come up w ith instant answers to any religious question 
which 1 m ight encounter. The fact that there w ere gray areas in my 
understanding I attributed to m y lack o f sufficient B ible study and not 
just to the fact that there m ight be areas of human life  which w ould 
remain ambiguous even  after disciplined study o f the W ord !

The Introduction to a book by a fine preacher who was among 
m y teachers illustrates this confidence:

In presenting this volum e to the public the author makes no apology, for 
he holds the strong conviction that he has taught the truth upon the questions
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discussed and he has never yet apologized for any truth . . . as truth is eternal 
these lessons w ill not go out of date. This is the author’s conviction.

Further underlining his confidence in his own understanding, but 
with a strong Christian spirit o f friend ly controversy, this author con
tinues:

The author is still ready to defend any position taken. He does not, how 
ever, expect to have a controversy with everyone w ho may criticize him or differ 
from him on minor or nonessential points. He rather invites such criticisms. 
He does not claim perfection in anything, but he sincerely believes he is right 
in any position he takes; otherwise he w ou ld  not take it.

Th e  difficu lt}' in accepting uncertainty in doctrine or biblical 
teaching on a g iven  subject, and certainly the discom fort sometimes 
invo lved  in a Christian’s not know ing exactly what choice to take 
about an issue or an opportunity, are not easy lessons, but m ay be 
part o f grow ing  spiritual maturity. Jesus apparently had learned to 
accept some am biguity H im self when H e told the disciples, “ But o f 
that day and hour no one knows not even the angels o f heaven, nor the 
Son, but the Father only.” The latter-day demand that one must “take 
a stand” on almost any conceivable issue relating to the B ible or the 
church underlines the low  tolerance level for am biguity endem ic to 
historic D isciples o f Christ. The opposite ways o f understanding the 
silence o f the scriptures m ay w ell constitute one o f the principle 
reasons fo r the fracturing o f the Restoration M ovem ent into so many 
movements and counter-movements. Yet, the original intent was to 
avoid  creedalism  and an air o f authority fo r a position which actually 
had no solid scriptural authority. In this sense, the position repre
sented a further developm ent o f  the sixteenth-century Reform ation by 
Luther and Calvin.

O ne problem  with the Common-Sense approach to the silence o f 
scripture is that human rationalism can easily overcom e scriptural 
discipline. This is the m ethod o f humanistic religion, and churches 
and individuals are tem pted to go  beyond revelation in their own 
intellectual strength. Some o f the late-nineteenth-century “ splits” 
in the D iscip le m ovem ent came through what the Conservatives called 
“ innovations” by  the liberal party in carrying out common-sense an
swers to problems: how  to maintain communication in the m ovem ent 
through delegate conventions (fa vo red  by Cam pbell him self as the 
first president o f the association), how  to send missionaries (societies 
versus direct sponsorship), or how  to  best worship the Lo rd  (choirs, 
organs, and a musical “m inistry” ) versus the m ore pure and literal 
N ew  Testam ent authorization for singing psalms and hymns and spirit
ual songs. It  would seem to me that the Christian Churches, and 
particularly the Christian Churches (D iscip les o f Christ) have prim ar
ily  leaned toward the Common-Sense answer to the problem  of the 
silence o f scripture.

The second approach also spawns unspiritual seed and anti- 
Christian attitudes: I f  the scriptures do not detail the answer, don’t 
m ove at all. This rig id  approach essentially implies that the Spirit 
does not work w ith contem porary Christians in develop ing responses 
to current needs, and leads to an unspiritual and humanistic approach 
to Christian living. This attitude is what I  call the “ cookie-cuttcr

169



approach” to restoration: the package o f the first-century church should 
be literally imposed 011 all generations w ithout adjustment for a change 
in time or condition. N o  wonder that the biblical doctrine o f the 
H o ly  Spirit has not only been neglected but is almost feared by some o f 
the practitioners o f this po licy !

The list o f problems which have resulted from our “ ambiguities” 
in the silence of the scripture is long and grow ing: church organization 
(o r  lack o f it ) ,  support for missions (o r  lack o f  i t ) ,  approach to ad
m inistering the L o rd ’s Supper (num ber o f cups and other prob lem s), 
use (o r  lack o f use) o f supplemental literature in B ib le study, located 
preachers (o r  “ministers” o r “ evangelists” ) w ith congregations, ordina
tion by single congregations or groups o f churches together, support 
o f  orphaned children and elderly  people, the church’s relationship to 
polities in a free society or one not free, use o f responsive readings 
in worship, dedication o f children and their parents (o r  lack o f it ) ,  
use o f music, p lace o f weddings in church, and so 011 ad. inf.

The acceptance of am biguity in these matters and the loving 
understanding of d iffering Christians m ight make it possible to 
realize the Restoration fathers’ original ideal o f unit}-; the rig id  in
sistence upon either principle or the other in regard to the silence of 
scripture has already contributed to the insulation of three or four 
major groups which hardly recogn ize each others’ fam ily relationship.

The long-standing nature o f D isciples’ low  tolerance fo r the un
resolved nature o f some questions is underlined b y  a note in Dr. 
Robert Richardson’s M em oirs  of Alexander Campbell.  Speaking o f 
Barton W arren Stone, a respected brother in Kentucky but one who 
was still regarded w ith some caution by  the V irg in ia  D isciples, R ich 
ardson says of Brother Stone:

Mr. Stone possessed a m ind disposed to inquiry, but one which could not long  
endure a state of indecision 01' perplexity, and must therefore soon settle down  
upon whatever v iew  seemed to him simplest and the most satisfactory. But the 
wonderful problem , how  an infinitely just and holy G od  could forgive sin in 
harmony with Ilis character, was not one to be resolved into a form  so simple as 
to be fu lly comprehended by m an’s finite understanding; neither was it to be  
disposed of by omitting to consider it at all.

W hether Richardson made a fa ir assessment o f Stone’s mental 
state or not, the implication seems clear that what is advocated here 
is the ability to accept some o f G od ’s apparent paradoxes in faith and 
not to feel that human beings have to provide neat intellectual filing 
cabinets for the resolution o f all the questions occasioned b y  His W ord  
and world.
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Carl Kitzmiller is minister of the Oakdale, Louisiana Church of Christ and 
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Q u e s t i o n s

A s k e d  o f  U s

Carl K itzm iller

W hat responsibilities do church elders have in dealing with w rong
marriages r

This is a sort o f summary question covering a more extended 
inquiry.

B v w rong marriages w e  mean those that involve some direct dis
obedience to G od ’s w ord  rather than just ill-advised marriages or those1 
which reflect little w isdom  or seeking after G od ’s w ill. Specifically, 
w e speak o f such things as marriage1 after a d ivorce which was not for 
the B ib le reason, or marriage ter one who is not free before G od  to be1 
married. In other articles w e  have ewpresse'd the- v iew  that G od may 
allow  some w rong marriages to stand once the}1 have been made, but 
always when there is sin there must be repentance even when no 
restitution can be made. There are many cases o f w rong m arriage 
which have never been corrected by repentance.

W e  m ight point out that responsibility in cases o f sin—any sin—is 
not lim ited to elders, or preachers, or others in an “ official”  capacity 
in the church. A ny Christian who sees another Christian sinning or 
m oving dangerously in such a direction has a responsibility to do 
what he can tow ard  preventing or correcting such a situation (G al. 
6:1; Heb. 10:24; 1 John 5:16; consider the w ord  “ admonish” as it 
appears in scripture; Bom. 15:14; 1 Thess. 5:14; etc .) This is not 
even lim ited to Christians in the congregation where one worships. 
W e m ay excuse ourselves too readily from a need, p lead ing that it is 
none o f our business. T o  be sure, those w ho are more mature spirit
ually have1 a greater responsibility; and elders, because o f  their over
seeing and pastoring responsibilities, are necessarily invo lved  in those 
cases under their care. Generally speaking, elders (w hen  a congrega
tion is so organ ized ) are go ing to have to be involved  il correction 
reaches the point of requ iring an act o f church discipline. There are 
situations, however, when a Christian w ithout office in the church may 
be in a position to head o ff problems, speak a word in season, rebuke 
in love, etc. It is his responsibility to do so.

The first responsibility o f elders in dealing w ith  w rong marriages 
is the same as it is w ith a multitude o f other issues. They are to teach 
personally or to oversee the teaching done so that that there is a posi
tive message as to what is and is not acceptable to G od in marriages. 
T hey are first o f all responsible for feed ing  the flock. M any a mar-
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riage problem  is best dealt w ith  before it ever happens. W e  can be 
certain about some things as being absolutely right, and these positive 
truths need to be taught. Elders are not first o f all policem en or 
detectives, required to look into every m arrige to see if  it is as it ought 
to be. They  do not have license to examine every m em ber’s tax return 
to see ii there has been cheating. Th ey  can hardly be expected to 
tap every m em ber’s phone line to see who is gossiping, tt is their 
first duty to have a teaching program  which w ill show all this (and  
much m ore) to be sin to be repented of.

There are m arriage problem s which w ill com e to their attention 
because a community is small, the partners m ay ask concerning proper 
conduct, reports w ill be circulated, etc. But in urban settings, i f  on ly 
one mate is a mem ber and is not inclined to be  talkative or share 
confidences, there may be problems just as severe or w rong  which w ill 
never come to their attention. This does not make the sin any less sin 
nor the need o f repentance any less urgent. T h e  first need therefore 
is that the teaching o f G od ’s w ord  b e  plain enough that the parties in
vo lved  w ill know when there is sin and if  there is any inclination to do 
right w ill repent.

Elders are also responsible for tending the flock o f G od  (1  Pet. 
5 :2 ), which may invo lve correcting as w ell as feeding. The shepherd 
looking for the lost or strayed sheep is a fam iliar figure in scripture. 
Even preachers have a responsibility fo r “ correcting them that oppose 
themselves” (2  Tim . 2:24-26). M oreover, sin m ay becom e so flagrant 
and corrupting that an exercise o f  discipline is necessary. D iscipline 
is a scriptural function o f  the church (o f. 1 Cor. 5; 2 Thess. 3 :6-15), and 
the situation m ay well arise when the drastic action o f d isfellowship 
should occur. The problem  o f 1 Cor. 5 was a marriage problem , or 
at least a matter o f illic it sex. W e  wish to point out, however, that 
this is a last resort, not m erely a quick and decisive w ay o f getting  even 
w ith someone who has public ly  embarrassed us or who has dared to 
disobey our decree.

There have been cases o f churches ( or m ore to the point, certain 
men in leadership) who have decided: “W e  have been too lenient w ith 
d ivorce and rem arriage and the attendant problem s.”  Th ey  then 
proceed to exercise a sort o f wholesale d isfellowshipping o f all who 
have any kind o f m arriage problem . This greatly simplifies things as 
a course to fo llow , but it is as bad or worse than the leniency which 
it replaced.

Discipline, i f  it  is to be scriptural, must be done scriptually, and 
that means a persistent and lov ing attempt to b ring about repentance, 
first o f all. D o elders have a responsibility to w ithdraw  fellowship 
from  those who enter w rong marriages? Yes, in clear cases o f sin. 
But on ly as a last resort! Their responsibility began long before the 
disfellowshipping. Has there been a positive teaching o f what is 
right and wrong? W as there any attempt to correct the person before 
the sin was com m itted? M arriage is a strong tie  and repentance is 
harder to bring about once the cerem ony has occurred. W ere  they 
just “ told,”  or was there a real effort to reach them? Our purpose 
should not be to get submission to a decree o f men but to the w ord  o f
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God, and the sinner should understand that. A fte r  the sin occurred, 
has there been the observing o f the principles and spirit o f  Matt. 
18:15-18? A nd  are you seeking true repentance or a mechanical 
conform ity to an unrealistic concept o f what you think repentance 
ought to be?

There is always one purpose which must be uppermost in dis
cip line—it should seek to bring the sinner to repentance. I t  is not an 
easy w ay out o f a hard problem . It  is not a w ay o f getting even or 
g iv in g  vent to anger. I t  is not a tool to g ive  despotic pow er over 
people. M en, even those charged w ith  spiritual responsibilities, may 
act from  bad motives. Or, they m ay proceed, thinking “something 
must be done,” but not be· aware o f how  to do it. W e  stress, therefore, 
that the purpose o f  discipline always needs to be remembered.

N ow , there are some practical problem s the average church o f 
today fact's in discipline. Some w rong marriages w ill be known; some 
w ill not. These often in vo lve  very private matters and the details are 
not always pub lic ized  (c f. Matt. 1:19). G etting at the facts is 
sometimes very  difficult. Surely G od  did not mean elders to try to  be 
in form ed in matters about which some o f the couples themselves are 
not sure they know the details in truth. This w riter cannot believe 
that G od  meant for leaders to go as far as some almost seem  to want 
to do, asking converts and prospective members: “ D o  you believe 
Jesus is the Christ, and have you ever been divorced or form ed a w rong 
marriage?” G etting the' truth—the whole truth—about these matters 
is not easy.

Again, another practical problem  is the support o f the church in 
a disciplinary action. As w ith  the discipline o f children, the action 
needs to be united. Children soon learn how  to p lay one parent 
against another, and a lax father and a stern mother, or vise versa, is 
almost sure to mean disciplinary failure. Church elderships some
times have difficulty in agreeing what is and is not scriptural about 
marriage. One man allows no rem arriage for any reason, another 
allows it when there has been unfaithfulness, still another says the sin 
must have been before marriage i f  d ivorce is allowed. W hen  there is 
so much disagreement among those who are supposed to be spiritual 
and students o f the word, the offender m ay take their “ advice” w ith  a 
measure o f skepticism. And, o f course, i f  the congregation w ill not 
support the elders in an act o f discipline, it w ill almost surely fail. 
W hen  the church members choose sides and sympathize w ith  the 
offender, there is not much to be gained by an act o f discipline.

These practical problems go a long w ay tow ard explaining why 
greater attention is not g iven  to  discipline. Frankly, I  do not know 
What the elder (o r  preacher, or leader) can do w ho does not have the 
support o f his fellows and o f the congregation except to teach the 
truth, try to prevent the sins from  occurring, and try to reason w ith  the 
offenders. There may be cases where churches have drifted  so far from  
what is right that like some o f the churches o f Asia (R e v . 2 :3 ) the only 
answer is to “hold fast that which ye have,”  and “ establish the things 
that remain.”  On the other hand, if  he stands on solid scriptural 
ground, if he has the support o f the rest o f the elders and o f  the church,
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i f  the offender cannot by patient dealings be brought to repentance 
and there is nothing left bu t disfellowship, then in love and w ith  a 
v iew  toward the offender’s repentance the discipline should be brought 
to bear.

“ M y  brethren, i f  any among you err from  the truth, and one con
vert him; let him know, that he w ho converteth a sinner from  the 
error o f  his w ay shall save a soul from  death, and shall cover a m ulti
tude o f sins” (ja s . 5:19-20).

113 N . 6th St., Oakdale, La. 71463

Alex W ilson  is a missionary in the Philippines.

Baptism and Fellowship
Alex V. W ilson

W e  refer again to the disagreem ent between Barton Stone and the 
early A lexander Campbell. W e  do this not because either o f them is 
in any w ay our pope, but because in our congregations today the same 
tw o  views are held. Thus their thinking back then illustrates present- 
day thinking.

In  1828 Cam pbell wrote, “ Everyone, in the very  instant in which 
he was put under the water, received  the forgiveness o f his sins.” 
“N o  man has any proof that he is pardoned until he is baptized .”  Stone, 
in 1831, wrote, “W e  teach the doctrine, "Believe, repent, and be im 
mersed for the1 remission o f sin,’ . . . but w e  cannot agree that none 
but the immersed have their sins rem itted. . . . W e  have fellow sh ip  and 
communion w ith unimmersed persons.”

C am pbe ll ’s Views N ine  Years La ter  

In  1837 a lady from  Lunenburg, V irgina w rote to Cam pbell. She 
was a reader o f his paper M illenn ia l Harbinger, and expressed great 
surprise at something he had written there. H e  had said that there are 
real Christians in all the Protestant denominations. She inquired, 
“ W ill you be so kind as to let m e know how  anyone becomes a Chris
tian. . . . Does the name Christian belong to any but those who believe 
the Gospel, repent and are buried b y  baptism into the death o f Christ?” 

H ere  is Cam pbell’s answer, condensed and slightly rew orded for 
the sake o f clarity: “ I f  there are no Christians in the Protestant denom 
inations, there are certainly none among the Catholics, Jews, Moslems, 
or pagans. In that case there are no Christians in the w orld  except 
ourselves. Therefore for many centuries there has been no church o f 
Christ, no Christians, in the world, which means the gates o f hell have 
p reva iled  against his church! This cannot be; and therefore there are 
Christians among the denominations.
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“ But who is a ChristianP I  answer, Even/ one that believes in his 
heart that Jesus o f  Nazareth is the Messiah, the Son o f  God, repents of  
his sins, and obeys H im  in all things according to his measure of 
knowledge o f His will.

“ I  cannot make any one duty the standard o f being a Christian, not 
even immersion. I  cannot regard all that have been sprinkled in in
fancy as aliens from  Christ. Should I  find a pedo-baptist (sprink led  as 
an in fan t) more intelligent in the Scriptures, m ore spiritually-m inded 
and more devoted  to the Lord  than someone who is immersed as a pro
fessing believer, I could not hesitate a moment in g iv in g  m y preference 
to the former. D id  I act otherw ise I  w ou ld  be a sectarian, a Pharisee 
among Christians. Someone m ay ask me, H o w  do I know that anyone 
loves m y M aster but by  his obedience to His commands? I answer, 
In  110 other way. But notice, I  do not substitute obedience to one 
command, for general obedience. It is the image o f Christ the Chris
tian looks fo r  and loves; and this does not consist in being exact in a 
few items, but in general devotion to the whole truth as far as it is 
known. John Bunyan and John N ew ton  had very  different views o f 
baptism; ye t they w ere  both disposed to obey, and to the extent o f 
their know ledge d id  obey  the Lord  in every thing. An angel m ay mis
take the m eaning o f a commandment, but he w ill obey it in the sense 
in which he understands it. M any a good  man has been mistaken. 
Mistakes are to be regarded as declarative o f a corrupt heart only 
when they proceed  from  a w illfu l neglect o f the means o f know ing 
what is commanded.

“ M y  correspondent m ay think that w e  detract from  the authority 
and value o f an institution the moment w e  adm it the bare possibility 
o f anyone’s be ing saved w ithout it. But w e  think w e do not under
value either seeing or hearing when w e affirm that neither o f them, nor 
both o f them together, are essential to life. I  w ou ld  not sell one o f m y 
eyes for all the go ld  on earth; yet I  could live  w ithout it.

“There is 110 occasion then for making immersion, 011 a profession 
o f faith, absolutely essential to being a Christian—though it m ay be 
greatly essential to his holiness and comfort. M y  right eye is greatly 
essential to m y usefulness and happiness, but not to m y life. As I 
could not be a perfect man w ithout it, so I cannot be a perfect Chris
tian w ithout a right understanding and a cordial reception o f im
mersion. But he that therefore infers that none are Christians but the 
immersed, as greatly errs as he who affirms that none are alive but 
those w ith  clear and full vision.

“ I w ou ld unhesitatingly say that I think every man who despises 
any ordinance o f Christ, or who is w illin g ly  ignorant o f it, cannot be 
a Christian. Y et it is against m y convictions to teach anyone that if 
he mistook the m eaning o f  any institution, w h ile in his soul he desired 
to know the w hole w ill o f God, he must perish. But to conclude for 
the present—he that claims fo r himself license to  neglect the least of 
the commandments o f Jesus because it is possible for some to b e  saved 
without it, does not possess the spirit o f Christ. So I  reason, and I 
think in so reasoning I  am sustained by all the prophets and apostles o f 
both Testaments.”
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Later Thoughts

Three months later, in answer to many peop le who criticised his 
position, Cam pbell wrote, “ Some o f  our brethren w ere too much 
addicted to denouncing the denominations  and representing them en 
masse as w holly  aliens from  the possibility o f salvation—as w ho lly  anti- 
christian and corrupt. These very  zealous brethren gave support to 
the w idespread accusation that we make baptism a savior, or a pass
port  to heaven, disparaging all the virtues o f the professing Christians 
am ong denominations.

W hen I  see a person who w ould die for Christ; whose brotherly 
kindness knows no bounds; whose seat in the Christian assembly is 
never em pty; whose inward godliness and devotion are attested by 
punctual obedience to every known duty; whose constant companion 
is the1 B ible: I say, when I see such a man ranked among heathen men 
because he never happened to ask but always took it for granted that 
he had been scripturally baptized; when he is thus critic ized  by some
one who is greatly destitute o f these virtues and whose ch ie f recom 
mendation is that he has been im m ersed: 1 fee l no disposition to 
flatter such a critic but rather to say he is in error. And  w h ile I  w ou ld 
not lead anyone to disparage the least o f all the commands o f Jesus, 
I w ou ld say to my immersed brother as Paul said to his Jewish brother: 
‘Sir, w ill not his uncircumcision, or unbaptism, be counted to him for 
baptism? and w ill he not condemn you, who though having the true 
baptism yet dost trangress or neglect other statutes o f your K ing? ’ ” 
(R om . 2(25-29).

About twenty-five years later the whole question o f immersion, 
salvation, and fellowship came up again. The b e lie f o f Stone and o f 
Cam pbell in his later years was this tim e succinctly stated by  Isaac 
Errctt in four propositions: “ 1 ) In  prim itive times all who partook o f 
the L o rd ’s Supper w ere im m ersed believers. 2 ) Corruptions have 
crept into the church because o f Popery and have scattered the people 
o f G od into various sects. 3 ) Our p lea is for a reunion o f the peop le 
o f God. W h ile  our plea does not recognize these sects as o f d ivine 
origin, yet it recognizes a peop le o f G od am ong them. 4 ) W e  are 
com pelled, therefore, to recognize as Christians many w ho have been 
in error  on baptism, but who in the spirit o f  obedience  are Christians 
indeed.”

So w e  have seen the B iblical interpretations and implications 
which led Stone to have fellow sh ip  w ith  unimmersed persons and led 
Cam pbell in later years to believe there w ere true saints among the 
Lutherans, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and Methodists. M any today 
hold the same views and so participate in para-church groups m en
tioned earlier. M any others do not, and agree w ith  the v iew  o f Cam p
bell during the 1820’s and of Ben Franklin, who in rep ly to Isaac Errett 
wrote, “ D id  the first Christians commune w ith unimmersed persons? 
I t  is adm itted they d id  not. Shall we, then, deliberately do what w e 
admit they did not do?” W hat shall w e say to these things? L e t  each 
one b e  fu lly  persuaded in his own mind, w ithout despising or attacking 
those w ho disagree.
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O n  the O ther  H and  
Before concluding, it m ight be fa ir to hear the views o f those who 

oppose immersion o f believers and support infant baptism. Though I 
believe they err, they be lieve  the practice is Bible-based.

Once I saw a tract w ith this title on the outside: “W hat the B ib le 
Teaches About In fant Baptism.” O pen ing it up, I  discovered nothing 
but the blank pages! The point, o f course, was that the B ib le says 
nothing about the practice, therefore it is unbiblical and wrong. But 
those who believe in it draw  a different conclusion from the silence o f 
the N ew  Testament, and argue thus: In O ld Testam ent times, infants 
w ere  accepted into the community o f God's covenant peop le (v ia  c ir
cumcision and the parents’ membership among G od ’s p eop le ). There
fore, i f  God intended I Iis N ew  Testam ent peop le  to operate on a d iffer
ent principle, H e  should have commanded infants not to be baptized! 
Silence im plies consent, runs the argument—-consent to flic principle of 
accepting infants am ong G od ’s people. Th ey  adm it that Scripture 
says faith and repentance should precede baptism, but insist that this 
refers to outsiders converted as adults rather than to children of 
be liev in g  parents. N o w  I be lieve  this argument overlooks some basic 
differences betw een  the O ld  and N e w  Covenants (though there are 
similarities too, o f course). W e  lack time to develop a Scriptural 
rebuttal here; D av id  K ingdon in Children o f Abraham  does a good  job 
o f it. Chuch history also opposes in fant baptism: it  cannot be traced 
back to earliest times but came as a later innovation; also its practice 
has often produced tragic results. Nevertheless the point here is, many 
Christians sincerely be lieve  they have a B iblical basis fo r this practice 
o f baptizing the infants o f b e liev in g  parents. The Lo rd  knows their 
hearts.

Thank G od for the truth o f 2 Tim . 2:19, “ ‘The L o rd  knows those 
w ho are his,’ and, ‘L e t  every one who names the name o f the Lord  
depart from  in iqu ity.’ ”  W e  m ay m isjudge others, though w e seek not 
to, but G od  knows His people. For our part w e  must depart from 
in iqu ity and disobedience to His w ill as w e understand it, and urge 
others to do the same. G od clearly commands baptism, so let us 
preach and practice it. But rem em ber too those w ise words o f Cam p
bell: “ It is the im age o f Christ the Christian looks for and loves; and 
this does not consist in  being exact in a few  items, but in general 
devotion  to the w hole truth as far as it is known.”

But even greater than devotion to the truth is devotion  to H im  
who is The Truth. Probably the most important words in this pro
tracted series o f articles w ere those o f  E. L . Jorgenson, w ith  which w e 
conclude:

A m ong many heresies, there is “ the heresy o f emphasis,” 
w rong emphasis; and o f this heresy too many Christians o f 
our kind have been guilty. I f  w e  aspire to be “N e w  Testa
m ent Christians,”  a peop le after the pattern o f Paul and Peter, 
James and John, w e  must put the emphasis inhere they put it. 
Christ was central. Jesus Christ himself, the glorious risen, 
liv in g  Being w ho is the center o f all that concerns H im — He  
is our main concern. It is qu ite possible, in faict easy, to be-
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come taken up w ith  “movements” and subjects good  as they 
m ay be, more than w ith H im , our only L o rd  and Savior.

Larry  Miles, a m em ber of the Portland Avenue congregation, is working in 
Cincinnati and has taken classes at Cincinnati B ible  Seminary.

Studies m the Book o f Acts
Larry  M iles

The Healing of the Lame Man and Sts Result 
Acts 3:1-26

T H E  H E A L I N G  I T S E L F : A C T S  3:1-4
Peter and John, as was their custom, w ere traveling towards the 

temple. T h ey  w ou ld enter through the vast Court o f the Gentiles 
through the Gate that was called Beautiful which led  into the Court 
o f the W om en. It  was the ninth hour. This w ou ld  be 3:00 p.m. It  
was the hour o f prayer associated with the even ing sacrifice. Con
cerning scriptural background for this practice the reader is referred 
to Ex. 29:38-42; Ps. 55:17 and Dan. 6:10.

The lame man they came in contact w ith  was w ell known to the 
multitudes who came to the temple. W e  are told, later, that he was 
40 years old. E veryday he was brought to the same place. T o  be 
situated outside the Gate, that is called Beautiful, was a very advan- 
tagious p lace to be. The many people who entered the tem ple to 
worship w ou ld pass him and g ive  him the opportunity to ask o f them 
alms.

It  was at this time that Peter and John came on the scene. As 
they w ere about ready to enter, the lame man asked o f them alms. W e  
are told that the apostles said, “ Look  at us.” T am sure that the lame 
man expected to receive alms from  them.

But w e are told  that Peter and John had none to give. In  the 
Nam e o f Jesus Christ they healed him. H e  now  could walk. H e  had 
never w alked in his life, but here In· was doing it  like he had done it 
all his life.

H e  went into the tem ple w ith Peter and Jolm, all the time leaping 
and praising the L o rd  for the m iracle that he had experienced.

In verse 9, w e  are told that the peop le in the tem ple w ere aware 
o f the change that had taken place in the lame man’s life. Th ey  said, 
“ Isn’t he the one who used to b eg  alms at the Beautiful Gate? W h at’s 
happened to him.” The multitudes gathered together at the portico 
o f Solomon. It ran the length o f the east side o f the outer court o f 
the Tem ple.
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T H E  S E C O N D  G O S P E L  M E S S A G E : A C T S  3: 12-26

Seeing the peop le gathered together, wondering what was hap
pening, gave  Peter the opportunity to preach to them. H e  to ld  them 
that he and John had not, o f their own power, healed the lame man.

In  verse 13, they referred to the Clod o f Israel and declared that H e 
perform ed a m iracle when H e  had g lorified  Jesus Christ. H e  rem inded 
them that they w ere the ones who had brought Jesus before Pontius 
Pilate. Th ey  w ere the ones who had, when P ilate sought to release 
H im , called for H is death. Verse 14, says that the Jews rejected their 
Messiah in favor o f a murderer.

In  verse 15, Peter tells them that although they crucified the 
Christ o f God, The Father raised H im  from  the dead. T h e  grave 
could not hold the Messiah. H e  conquered death itself. The apostles 
stressed again the fact that they w ere witnesses to the glorious resurrec
tion o f  Jesus Christ. H e  tells them that it was by  the authority o f the 
Risen Saviour, that they w ere able to heal the lame man.

In  verse 17, he says that although they, along w ith  their rulers, 
acted in ignorance, they should have known that Jesus was, indeed the 
Messiah. Th e  Jew had the O ld  Testament Scriptures. A lthough they 
acted in ignorance, G od  could not and w ou ld  not overlook this ignor
ance.

In  verse IS, he tolls them that the W ord  o f G od prophesied that the 
Messiah w ould have to suffer. An example o f this was in Isaiah 53. 
The Jews could not see how  Jesus could be the L ion  o f Judah and still 
be a suffering Messiah. I t  is apparent that they d id  not realize that, in 
H is first coming, Jesus w ou ld  com e as a suffering lamb. It w ou ld  be 
when Pie comes to establish His kingdom  on the earth H e  w ill com e 
as a conquering Lion.

In  verse 19, Peter again gave the Jews present, a chance to repent 
o f their sins and accept Jesus Christ as the prom ised Messiah. H e  gave 
them the chance to reverse the verd ict and come to Jesus in believ ing 
faith. Accord ing to verse 20, i f  the Jews had repented and accepted 
Jesus as the Messiah, at that time, Jesus w ou ld have returned to the 
earth and set up the kingdom.

Verse 21 tells us that Jesus must remain in H eaven  until the times 
o f restoration. W h at tim e is this? Jesus Christ w ill remain in 
H eaven  until H e  returns to the earth w ith His raptured saints to set 
up His m illen ial reign. G od has said through his servant Zechariah 
in 14:4, that the Messiah w ill again set foot on the M ount o f O lives. 
This w ill be a fu lfillm ent o f Acts 1:11. Yes Jesus is com ing again to 
this earth.

Verse 22 tells us that Jesus incorporated the O ld Testament con
cept o f a Redeem er. H e  was both a prophet and Messiah. I f  one 
does not heed the words o f Jesus, that one is lost.

Peter tells the crow d that the prophets, from  Samuel on, spoke 
o f these days and w itnessed to the fact that the Messiah w ou ld  come. 
In verse 25 Peter says that Jesus fu lfilled  the prophecy o f Gen. 22:18.
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everyone to repent and acknow ledge H is Son as Lord .
In  preparation fo r the next lesson, read the 4th chapter o f Acts. 

The lesson w ill he titled “W h y  the Early Church G rew .” Until next 
time, Maranatha!

REPRINTS:
Spiritual Weapons for Spiritual Warfare

by R. I I .  Boll

“Th e  weapons o f our w arfare are not carnal.”  I t  is in this matter 
especially that sight leads us astray. W e  think w e  see certain evils, and 
the best and shortest w ay to put them out o f existence. W e  roll up 
our sleeves and attack the strongholds w ith  human force and human 
expedients: w ith the sword, by the law, by political coercion, and such 
like measures. And, i f  w e  succeed, w e  think w e have accom plished 
something. But our w arfare is spiritual. Carnal weapons do not 
reach the spot here. You cannot distress the d ev il w ith  such weak and 
clumsy means. W e  are not fighting against flesh and blood, but 
“ against the principalities, against the power, against the w orld  rulers 
o f this darkness, against the spiritual hosts o f wickedness in the heaven
ly  places.”  W h at if  you  have cast out some crying ev il b y  means 
o f  carnal force and weapon? You have only dem olished a symptom 
and a manifestation, not the ev il itself; for behind these several mani
festations is a spiritual pow er and stronghold. Satan is the prince o f 
this world; he is “ the spirit that now  worketh in the sons o f disobedi
ence.”  And  back o f the various forms and outbreaks o f ev il are his 
spiritual hosts o f wickedness, who laugh at the crude attempts o f  men 
to spoil their work w ith weapons o f human warfare.

But the innocent-looking w ord  o f God, the feeble-sounding prayers 
o f the saints, applied in line w ith  G od ’s instructions—these are the 
form idable weapons before w h ich  Satan trembles. Sight cannot dis
cern this, but only the eye o f faith. A nd  it is, o f  course, to Satan’s 
interest to rid icule the apparently inadequate spiritual weapon, and 
cause Christians to spend their tim e in em ploym ent o f carnal means 
and tactics. But, trust G od  for it, no sword can strike that elusive 
spirit o f ev il—nothing but “ the sword o f the Spirit” . N o  political m ove
ments have even so much as the shadow o f the pow er o f the prayers 
o f G od ’s peop le  “ for kings and all that are in h igh p lace; that w e  may 
lead  a tranquil and quiet life  in all godliness and gravity .” (1  Tim . 
2:1-2 ). N o  sort o f w ire-pullings nor lobbyisms nor reform  movements 
can phase the walls o f Jericho; but before the steps o f obedient faith 
they fa ll in ruins. “ For the weapons o f our warfare are not o f the 
flesh, but m ighty before G od to the casting down o f strongholds.”  (2  
Corinthians 10:4).
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Missionary Mrssrngrr
" Queat&i tlun<j6. fyvi Qad"

Joy Garrett Harare, Z im babw e April 30th

Sunday w e took advantage o f the availab ility o f gasohol ( because 
o f the school holidays) and w ent 40 miles to Gom om onzi church.

Bro. G oodw ill Nyakudya started this rural congregation some 
years ago. H e  is from  this area.

On our arrival about 9 am Bob taught the teenagers and adult 
Sunday School class and Bro. G oodw ill the smaller children (abou t 50 ). 
Then Bob spoke at the m orning service; then im m ediately after the 
L o rd ’s Supper, I taught the Ladies B ib le Class inside the small bu ild
ing w h ile  Bob had the men and boys outside. Bro. G oodw ill took 
the children down by  some b ig  rocks for their lessons. A fte r  a quick 
lunch w e  had an afternoon service where Bob taught a 4th time. The 
bu ild ing was full and the peop le thirsty for the1 w ord  o f God.

Tlu- regular April afternoon B ib le Study at G len Norah  had 
every available bench and chair occupied. Bob taught on Leader
ship—the wom an’s role. There w ere  a lot o f questions afterwards.

I ’ve  been teaching on the Signs o f the Tim es at G len Norah, H igh- 
fields and Hatfield. 2 Peter 1:19.

N ote  that Salisbury is now Harare.

Larry  M iles

“O C C U P Y  T I L L  I C O M E ”

Grace is our message; prophecy is our encouragement; missions 
is our task. As w e  look at missions in the ligh t o f present w orld  
developments, the commission o f our L o rd  becomes m ore urgent. 
The need for evangelism  at home is hardly less than abroad. A t home 
the need is for the church to awake, for every m em ber to begin  to 
exercise his priesthood, for us to go w ith  the Gospel—instead o f 
w a iting in our church buildings for the w orld  to come to us. “Labor
ers!”  Th e  fields cry out for reaping; yet, even here at home, where are 
the laborers? .. . A nd  let us all obed iently pray fo r the Lord  o f har
vest to send out laborers. The challenge o f our times is tremendous, 
but w e  have a tremendous God! Hallelujah!

—Gordon R. L inscott  in “ Talking Things Over' '

C H R IS T 'S  C O M P A S S IO N

Six times the compassion o f Jesus is m entioned in the Gospels:
1. A t the sight o f the multitude in M atthew  9:36, “because they
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w ere distressed and scattered, as sheep not having a shepherd.” 
(M a rk  6 :34 ).

2. A t the sight o f a hungry multitude in M atthew  14:14—“he had 
compassion on them, and healed their sick,” and afterwards 
fed  them w ith loaves and fishes.

3. A t the sight o f another hungry multitude in M atthew  15:32 
(M ark  8 :2 ).

4. For the leper that came to Ilim  fo r cleansing. (M a rk  1:41)
5. For two blind men who had m ade their appeal to H im . (M a t 

thew  20:24).
6. For the w id ow  at Nain, whose only son had d ied and was 

being taken out for burial. (L u k e  7 :13 )
—R. I I .  Boll in W ords in Season

T H E  R O Y A L  P R I E S T H O O D  
Jeremiah 33:18; Revelation  1:6 

The race o f G od ’s anointed priests shall never pass away;
B efore His glorious face they stand, and serve H im  night and day. 
Though reason raves and unbelief flows on, a m ighty flood.
There are, and shall be, till the end, the hidden priests o f God.

H is chosen souls, their earthly dross consumed in sacred fire,
T o  G od ’s own heart their hearts ascend in flame o f deep desire;
The incense o f their worship fills I lis  T em p le ’s holiest place;
Their song with w onder fills the heavens, the glad new  song o f grace.

—Gerhard Terstecgen, 1697-1769

T H E  R O Y A L  R O U T E  T O  H E A V E N  

There ’s a royal route to heaven—w ill you travel it today?
“Tis the path o f full surrender all along the hom eward way.
I t  is y ie ld ing every moment to the blessed Savior’s w ill.
Seeking only for His glory, and His purpose to fulfill.

There ’s a royal route to heaven—They who travel it m ay know 
Peace that passeth understanding which the Father doth bestow.
D ead  to self and its desires, liv ing  unto Christ alone,
F ind ing jov and satisfaction which the w orld  has never known.

There ’s a royal route to heaven—which w ill bring a rich reward 
W hen  the last long m ile is covered  and w e  face our lov ing Lord.
Oh, how  small w ill seem the trials o f the steep and rugged  w ay 
W hen  w e stand in Ilis  blessed presence at the close o f  life ’s b rie f day. 

There ’s a royal route to heaven—
“T is the w ay the Savior trod.
“Tis the path o f  full surrender 
A nd  the deep, sweet peace o f God.

—A. B. Christiansen

G R A C E  A N D  P E A C E  ( I  C O R .  1 :3 )
I f  I  asked you to define the w ord  “ grace,”  perhaps you w ou ld  say, 

“ It  is the undeserved lovingkindness o f G od which has m et us in our 
sin and need.”  Yes, grace is that, but it is far m ore than that. It  
comes, as Paul says here, from God our Father through the Lo rd
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Jesus Christ: G od the Father is the source and Jesus Christ is the 
channel through whom  it conies. Grace, therefore, is Ilis  life  o f purity 
and holiness; I lis  death that was sufficient to pav the price for our 
sins; and His present ministry In· which H e imparts the H o ly  Spirit 
today, enabling us to die to sin and live  in Ilis  power.

It  seems to me that "grace" in the N ew  Testament is that which 
brings into our lives everyth ing that delights the heart o f God. There 
is grace to make me like the Master, grace to g ive  me triumph when 
otherwise 1 w ou ld fail, grace to make me patient where I would be 
impatient, grace to enable me to g lo rify  the Lo rd  Jesus in every situa
tion. A re  you concerned about pleasing God today? L e t me rem ind 
you that H e  has already placed within you that possibility: His life. 
His character. H is Spirit.

The second word, "peace,”  does not im ply laziness or inactivity. 
It  is m ovem ent w ithout friction, creating perfect harmony. It  also 
means balance and unity which result from every part o f your life  
being centered upon doing the w ill o f God. These two inner powers 
G od has given to each one o f H is children. I f  w e are Christians, 
therefore, and have begun to travel this royal route to heaven, we 
have some tremendous potentials.

—Alan Redpath in The Royal Route to H eaven

W e  invite you to be w ith us next month, if the Lord  tarries. I f  
not, w e  w ill m eet together w ith H im  in the1 air. Until next time, 
M  A R A N  A T I  I A!

Edited by Dr. Horace E. Wood

MATTHEW:
Dogged Faith Triumphing Over 

The Silent Messiah
S. Lew is  Johnson, Jr.

Matthew 15:21-28

The Canaanite woman is one o f the marginal figures o f the N ew  
Testam ent story. She does not stand out among the primary char
acters, like a Peter, a James, a John, a V irg in  M ary, or a M ary o f 
Bethany. The spotlight only touches her for a moment. “ She is not 
a disciple or a high-priest or a prophet or a Pilate, Th ielccke points 
out. “A ll these help to push the w heel o f history. They  all know 
something about Jesus as followers or opponents in the great drama 
then being enacted on the w orld  stage. This wom an neither advances 
the history nor has any essential know ledge. She can make no pro
fession o f faith. She is qu ite unaffected by the question whether 
Jesus w ill conquer the w orld  or whether H e  must suffer. She certainly 
has no inkling o f the Christ problem . She is a poor, unknown beyond 
the border o f T y re  and Siclon. She is a secondary figure, such as those

183



w e can see in the obscure light on the margin o f the paintings o f R em 
brandt.”

A ll o f this is true, and yet at the same tim e the wom an is one o f 
the unforgettablcs o f the N ew  Testament. It is to her that the Lo rd  
Jesus said, “ O  woman, great is thy faith” (M att. 15:28), and this 
remarkable testimony to her trust in H im  is on ly matched by that 
which H e said to another secondary figure, the centurion, “V erily , I 
say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel” (8 :1 0 ). 
It  is as i f  the two almost unknown figures are the divine examples o f 
the triumph o f faith. One was a man, the other was a woman. One 
incident took p lace in Israel, the other in a Gentile land, but both 
the individuals w ere Gentiles!

The woman, then, becomes fo r us a beautifu l illustration o f the 
proper approach to the Savior, and o f the proper attitude that w e  are 
to have before H im . W hen Habakkuk wrote, “ The just shall live  by 
faith” (2 :4 ) ,  he expressed in p ithy form  her experience. A n d  when 
Peter cried out in his message in Cornelius’ house, “ T o  him  g ive  all 
the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever B E L IE V E T H  
IN  I I lM  shall receive remission o f sins” (A cts  10:43), he was m erely 
ep itom izing the theology o f her encounter w ith the Lo rd  Jesus.

N ow , w h ile the incident does afford us a lo ve ly  picture o f the 
reward o f a persevering faith, there is m ore to it than that. It is not 
w ithout profound significance that the m iracle o f healing and the 
details o f it occur outside the land o f Israel. A n d  the peculiar w ay  in 
which the Lo rd  responds to her appeals makes it ev iden t that there is 
something m ore to the account than a simple lesson o f  the pow er o f  
faith. As w e  shall sec, H is words to the disciples, “ I am not sent 
but unto the lost sheep o f the house o f Israel”  (v . 24 ), g ive  us a clue 
to H is silence before her piteous cries. And, further, when H e  does 
finally respond to her, w e  learn som e im portant things about the 
purpose o f the m inistry o f the L o rd  Jesus, and they have to do w ith 
His Messianic calling and the relation o f the Gentiles to it. As w e have 
previously commented, the sense o f the L o rd ’s m inistry is e ffective ly  
caught by Paul’s words in Romans 15:8-9, “N o w  I  say that Jesus Christ 
was a minister o f the eircumsion for the truth o f God, T O  C O N F IR M  
T H E  P R O M IS E  M A D E  U N T O  T H E  F A T H E R S , and that T H E  G E N 
T IL E S  M IG H T  G L O R IF Y  G O D  F O R  H IS  M E R C Y ;as it is written, 
For this cause I w ill confess to thee am ong the Gentiles, and sing unto 
thy name.”  This pattern is maintained here and gives a clue to His 
dealings w ith  tlu1 woman. “T o  the Jew first”  is still the dom inating 
passion, but there is still something le ft for “the Greek.”

T I I E  S I T U A T I O N
From  the district o f G alilee the Lord  Jesus passed over into Gen

tile, or foreign , territory, driven there by the hostility o f the very  ones 
who ought to have w elcom ed H im  with open arms as their ow n  prom 
ised D eliverer. Both M atthew  and M ark place the incident im m edi
ately fo llow in g  H is discussion o f the clean and unclean things and 
the traditions o f tlu1 elders. Th e  encounter provides a concrete illus
tration o f H is disregard for tlu- concepts o f defilem ent held  by the 
scribes and the Pharisees, which w ere not found in  the O ld  Testam ent
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(o f. Acts 10:1-48). T h e  faith o f the wom an also provides a dramatic 
contrast w ith the unbelief and rebellion  o f the leaders o f Judaism.

The Markan account implies that H e  went out into the land o f 
T yre  and Sidon fo r purposes o f seclusion, but it was impossible (c f. 
7 :24 ). H e  could not be concealed even in the house.

T I I E  E N C O U N T E R  

The  first request o f  the woman  (15 :22 ). M ark says the woman 
was a  Greek, a Syrophoenician by  race. The words do not mean that 
she was a Greek by nationality, as the fo llow in g  words show. Th e  
description sim ply means that she was Greek-speaking, or Hellen istic 
in culture. It  m ight be better to translate, as some have suggested, 
“ N o w  the wom an was a Gentile.”  In  other words, she is a citizen o f 
the Phoenician republic o f Tyre, a G entile by birth and culture. Phoe
nicia belonged adm inistratively to the province o f Syria, and that is 
why she is ca lled  a Syrophoenician woman.

M atthew ’s term  is “ Canaanite,”  and it indicates that she is a 
descendant o f  the ancient race o f Israel’s enemies. In spite o f this, 
som ehow she had learned certain important things about H im , fo r she 
came out o f those borders and cried to  H im , “H ave  m ercy on me, O 
Lord , thou Son o f D avid ; m y daughter is grieyously vexed  w ith  a 
demon.” Canaanite though she is, she has learned that H e  is the Son 
o f David . She, thus, owns His Messiahship and Kingship, although 
H is subjects had not. It  is certainly true that the brightest jewels are 
found in the darkest places. Th e  sight o f her p ligh t cannot but have 
m oved the Savior.

“ I t  was a sight to  stir p ity to behold a wom an calling aloud in 
such distress, and that wom an a mother, and p leading fo r a daughter, 
and that daughter in such evil plight,”  Chrysostom says. Sir John 
Cheke quaintly describes the condition o f the daughter as “ veri evel 
deve lled .”

The response o f  the L o rd  ( 15:23a). N ow , what w ou ld  you expect 
the L o rd  to  do? Yes, I  would, too. It is, heal the child, o f course. 
W e  read, however, “ But he answered her not a word .”

Recollect now  the situation. M aclaren has expressed it beauti
fu lly, “ In her hum ility she does not bring her child, nor ask H im  to go 
to her. In her agony, she has nothing to say but to spread her grie f 
b efore H im , as thinking that H e, o f whose p ity  she has heard, needs 
but to know in order to alleviate, and requires no motives urged to in 
duce H im  to help. In her faith, she thinks that H is pow er can heal 
from  afar. W hat m ore could H e  have desired? A ll the m ore startling, 
then, is His demeanour. A ll the conditions w hich H e  usually required 
w ere present in her; but H e, who was w ont to m eet these w ith  sw ift 
and joyfu l over-answers, has no w ord  to say to this poor, needy, per
severing, humble, and faithful suppliant. The fountain seems frozen 
from  which such streams o f blessing w ere w on t to flow. I lis  m ercy 
seems clean gone, and H is compassion to have failed. A  Christ silent 
to a sufferers cry is a paradox which contradicts the w hole gospel 
story, and which, w e  m ay be very  sure, no evangelist w ou ld  have 
painted, if he had not been painting from  the life .”
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The silence o f G od  is often the greatest test o f our faith, and few  
there are who pray, w ho have not known and puzzled  agon izingly over 
this, i t was the experience o f  John the Baptist in prison as he re
flected upon his experience and the course o f Jesus’ m inistry (c f. 11: 
2-6 ). O  God, have w e not prayed, w hy do You not speak and make 
things clear?

It  was, as we learn in a moment, our Lord 's test for her faith, 
because she was making an im proper approach to H im. H e had been 
sent to the lost sheep o f the house o f Israel, and H e  must obey  His 
mission. The promises to the nation must be confirmed, and then, and 
only then, can H e  turn to the Gentiles.

The request o f  the disciples (15 :23b ). The disciples cannot keep 
silent, just as other men could not keep silent in the presence o f the 
woman's agony. E viden tly  the woman had been fo llow in g  the group, 
perhaps before they entered the house. One can picture in one’s 
m ind the Lord , w ith  the twelve, fo llow ed  by a frantic- vocal woman!

A re  we to think o f the disciples as m ore m ercifu l than the Lord? 
A fte r  all, they d id  respond to her cries. No, they are men who cannot 
bear to  hear the distress o f the wom an nor the silence o f Jesus. That 
does not, however, mean that they w ere the m ercifu l ones. The 
wom an knows this, too, for she never turns to them  for help. Some
times weak nerves make peop le seem m ore compassionate than others!

The woman, whom  tradition gave the name o f Bernice, turned 
rather to the silent Lord . Obviously, then, the silence o f G od  is to be 
measured by standards different from  human ones. A n d  the cross, 
where the Father-God was silent to the cry o f the Son, “ M y  God, 
M y  God, w hy hast Thou forsaken me?” is the greatest silence o f all. 
There the sun and the earth spoke, but the Creator o f all held  His 
peace. There are times when silence is not the sign o f lack o f com 
passion; it is “ the silence o f higher thoughts.” The wom an must have 
sensed this, for she was undeterred by  their, “ Send her away; for she 
crieth after us.” She persists. Their “us” revea led  their self-concern.

The  response of the L o rd  (15 :24 ). The disciples had betrayed 
the fact that they w ere not interested in I lis  granting her prayer, but 
in getting rid of her. They  did not like to have a shrieking woman 
around them. But what w ou ld  H e  do?

H e answered and said, “ I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of 
the house o f Israel.” This answer explains the problem  o f H is silence. 
W h ile  some have attributed the need o f go ing to Israel alone to the 
necessity o f concentrating one’s labors in a more lim ited place in order 
to succeed, it is clear that the point of I lis  words has to do w ith  G od ’s 
plan o f the ages, that is, H is dealing w ith the nation Israel and the 
nations o f the Gentiles. The promises o f the O ld  Testam ent regarding 
the Messianic K ingdom  have an order o f developm ent, and God gave 
them originally to Abraham  and his seed. T o  them they must first 
be confirmed. Even Lenski, the Lutheran commentator, has seen this, 
fo r he wrote, “The divine plan, according to which Jesus ‘was com
missioned,’ was to work out redem ption in the1 Jewish nation and not 
elsewhere; as soon as it had been worked out, it w ou ld  be carried to 
all the w orld ." A nd  Bernice was not an Israelite.
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So much love could be silent in the presence o f so much sorrow 
only because the L over was subject to  a higher duty, the w ill o f God. 
Even human suffering must bow  to that, and d ivine m ercy and grace 
have their tracks upon which they must run.

The  second request o f  the woman (15 :2 5 ). The preced ing words 
evidently w ere not heard by the woman, being intended prim arily for 
the disciples who knew som ething o f the O ld  Testam ent order o f 
developm ent in the Messianic promises. The persistent fem ale came 
and worshiped H im , saying, “Lord , help me." In Chrysostom ’s phrase, 
w ith  “beautiful shamelessness,” she fe ll at H is feet and w ith pathetic 
brevity  uttered the one quick cry, “H elp  me.” “The intenser the 
feeling, the few er the words,” claims Maclaren, adding, “H ea rt prayers 
are short prayers.”

I t  is to be noted that, wh ile she has called H im  previously, “Son 
o f D avid ,” now  she addresses H im  as, “ L o rd .”

T he response o f the L o rd  (15 :2 6 ). R ep ly ing directly to the 
woman, H e  says, “ I t  is not right to take the children ’s bread, and to cast 
it to dogs.”

The reply contains a frank refusal on the surface, and w e should 
not attem pt to explain it  away out o f jealousy fo r the character o f 
Christ. H is refusal is a real one, founded on obedience to tlu- w ill 
and purpose o f God. H e  was bound to refuse her request in the w ay 
H e  did.

T he “bread” is the blessing o f the Messianic promises H e  is 
bringing. The “ children” are the lost sheep o f the house o f Isreal. 
The “ dogs” are the Gentiles. In other words, there is a necessary 
restriction in H is ministry (c f. Rom. 1:14-17).

There are, however, two m itigating factors that must be noticed. 
In the first place, M ark ’s account of the rep ly is this, “ L e t the children 
F IR S T  be filled; for it is not right to take the children’s bread, and to 
cast it unto the dogs” (7 :2 7 ). Pay close attention to the “first.”  This 
w ord  implies the later feed ing o f others (c f. Rom. 1:16, “ first” ).

In  the second place, the w ord  “ clogs” is important. The- Greek 
w ord  is kunarion , a dim inutive o f the ordinary w ord  for dog, kuon, and 
it  means a litt le doe. It, therefore, does not refer to the fierce, unclean 
animals that haunted Eastern cities, starving and masterless. They  
deserved  their bad name, for they w ere ugly, savage, and dangerous. 
The w ord  the Lord  uses referred to domestic pets, who lived  in the 
house and lived  near the tables. Th ey  w ere part o f the fam ily, or at 
least they lived  in the home amid the fam ily. It appears, then, that 
im plic it in the words o f the' L o rd  is the b e lie f that, while the Gentiles 
m ay not eat first, there does exist an apportunity for them, i f  they 
receive their “bread” from  tlu' Jews. This is, o f course, what the 
Messianic promises taught. Israel was to be the means o f the evan
gelization o f the' Gentile's, who w ere also included in the d ivine plan 
(c f. Isa. 42:6; 49 :6 ).

The  third request o f  the woman (15 :27 ). Th e  critics have often 
found national scorn in the words of Jesus, but the woman, who m ight 
w ell have g iven  w ay to self-pity, panic, or hopelessness, found sorne-
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thing else there. First o f all, she admits that H e  is right in carrying 
on the kind o f ministry that is directed first to the national hopes. 
“ Truth, L o rd ” is her acknowledgem ent o f the justice o f H is reply. 
“Yes, Lord , I  am one o f the doggies,”  she admits, but out o f I lis  very 
words she forges a petition that conquers H im . W h ile  confessing that 
grace m ay justly pass her by, she adopts H is phraseology and argues 
that she is, then, not an alien, but a m em ber o f the household! “She 
does not enter a caveat against the analogy, but accepts it w holly ,” 
Maelaren beautifu lly says and adds, “ and only asks H im  to carry out 
His own metaphor.”  A  crumb is enough for her. So, she confesses 
His mission, its purpose, and pleads only that H e  m ay rem em ber that 
the breadth o f it includes her! Thus, in her answer there is humility, 
perseverance, d ivine insight, ingenuity, boldness, and submissiveness, 
—in a word, F A IT H . A cknow ledging herself to  be only a doggie, yet 
in  the family, she triumphs b y  dogged  faith!

The w ord  “master’s” indicates that she has accepted submissively 
the p lace o f the Gentiles.

As Luther said, “ she catches H im  in I lis  own words.”  Or, as 
Th ielecke put it, "She has done what none other could do, namely, 
entangled the Saviour in I lis  talk. She has ‘Hung the sack o f H is 
promises at H is foot,’ and H e  cannot step over it.”

The evaluation of Jesus ( 15 :2Sa-b). As Paul has poin ted  out in 
Romans 10:9-10, a genuine' faith is always seen in confession from  the 
mouth. That saying o f hers, as M ark ’s account shows, was the product 
o f a faith that was the instrumentality o f healing (o f. M ark 7:29, “ this 
saying” ).

The  encyclical of deliverance  (15 :28c ). It  seemed in the beg in 
n ing that H e  w ou ld  g ive  her nothing but silence. The account ends 
w ith  H im  g iv in g  her, not just a crumb, but all that she w illed ! And  no 
one rejoiced more in this than He.

The  emancipation of Bernice  (15 :2S d ). Through Israel the dogs 
do get bread! That is the divine purpose, fo r salvation is o f the Jews, 
and Bernice, the' daughter’s name according to tradition, is blessed 
through D avid ’s greater Son. Fie had com m ended her faith, her 
saying, and now  H e  gives her the desire o f her heart, the healing of 
her daughter. O ! the pow er o f true faith! M atthew  H enry was 
right, “ N ote great believers have what they w ill.”  Lord , increase our 
faith!

It  is clear that this incident underlines the im portance o f under
standing G od ’s plan o f the ages if  w e are to make sense o f H is W ord  
(c f. Gen. 9:24-27; Psa. 67:1-2; Rom. 11:21-23).

And  it is also clear that the incident illustrates the m ighty power 
o f faith in the God o f the W ord. Faith argues m igh tily  and win- 
n ingly when it takes God at I lis  W ord . And, if I  am speaking to any 
who have not yet come to the Savior for pardon and forgiveness, m ay 
you em ploy the argument o f  the fo llow in g  text and come, “ I  am the 
bread o f life ; he that comcth to me shall never hunger, and he that 
believeth  on me shall never th irs t. . . and him  that cometh to me I w ill 
in no wise cast out” (c f. John 6:34-37).

i t s



BOOK REVIEW:
A n important Mew Book on Bible Prophecy

One o f the most arresting books to come to m y attention in a long 
time is a new  book by Robert Shank, author o f the book L i fe  in  the Son, 
which has had a great im pact on many in counteracting the false 
doctrine o f the im possibility o f apostasy. Shank, w ho was many years 
a Baptist m inister and B ib le professor, has m inistered among the 
churches o f Christ for some years. N o w  he has authored a book which 
is sure to displease many am ong the larger body o f churches o f Christ 
who hold  am illcnnial views.

The new  book, Until :  The  C om ing  o f Messiah and I l is  K ingdom,  
is one o f the most com prehensive books on  B ib le prophecy ever pub
lished—517 pages. Th e  case it presents for a truly B iblical eschatology 
is overw helm ing and, in our judgment, w ill be devastating to opponents 
o f prem illennialism , whose attempts to answer it w ill be embarrassing 
to them.

The thrust o f the book is indicated in a b rie f summary which 
appears on the back o f the cover:

“ In a com prehensive survey o f the prophetic Scriptures o f both the 
O ld  and N ew  Testaments, the author demonstrates that fu lfillm ent o f 
G od ’s redem ptive purpose for Israel, the Church, and the nations 
awaits the com ing o f Messiah and Ilis  w orld  kingdom, soon to appear 
on earth as the consummation o f all history past and the prelude to 
the ultim ate realization o f the kingdom  o f G od in its eternal dimen
sion in the new  heaven and earth.

“Th e  precise correlation o f the Messianic thesis o f O ld  Testam ent 
prophecy and the eschatology o f the N e w  Testam ent is observed in 
depth. T h e  significance o f the nation Israel today, the Arab-Israel 
confrontation and explosive M idd le  East, and the entire contem porary 
w orld  scene is exam ined in the ligh t o f the total prophetic disclosure 
o f the Bible. A ttention is focused on the w hole b ib lical panorama 
o f end-time events and the accelerating clash o f ideologies, nations, 
and blocs in the rush to Arm ageddon and judgment at the com ing o f 
Messiah.

“ Scholarly and comprehensive, but written for all thoughtful read
ers o f the B ible. Essential reading for all who in these turbulent 
final days o f the agelong until look w ith faith and hope to the com ing 
o f Messiah and the prom ised golden age fo r Israel, the Church, and the 
world, and the time o f the great gathering o f the nations into the 
everlasting kingdom  o f God.”

An  idea o f the ground covered  in the book is indicated in the 
chapter titles: The W a itin g  K ing; The House L e ft  Desolate; Jeru
salem, C ity  o f the Great K ing; Israel, the Indestructible Nation; The 
Tim es o f the Gentiles; Israel’s Seventy W eeks; Th e  Conflict o f the 
Ages; Arm ageddon; T h y  K ingdom  Gome; Until the D ay Dawns; 
W a itin g  for the K ing.
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In  addition to the eleven chapters, the book contains six appen
dices: W as Pentecost the Coin ing o f  the K ingdom ?; The Rhetorical 
M ode  o f the Prophets (v e ry  help fu l to all students o f B ib le p roph ecy ); 
The T im e Fram e o f the O livet Prophecy; The Chronological Structure 
o f the Revelation  (vvith a chart and outline o f the b o o k ); Revelation  
Tw en ty  (91 pages, and totally decisive against antim illenarian inter
pretations); The Church and Prem illennialism  (41 pages, and un
answerable by  those who deny that prem illennialism  was the original 
faith o f the churches).

Shank’s approach to the great themes o f B ib le prophecy is d iffer
ent from  the usual approach. In the Preface he writes:

“ M y  purpose was to survey the w hole spectrum o f  the Messianic 
kingdom  thesis o f the Bible. M y  starting point was the eschatological 
definitions o f Jesus and the apostles, as recorded in the Gospels and the 
Acts. Proceeding from  their definitions, I  surveyed the O ld  Testam ent 
antecedents—Moses and the prophets—and the prophetic passages o f 
the N ew  Testam ent Epistles and the Revelation. The survey, I  believe, 
has defined categorically the precise correlation o f the Messianic thesis 
o f O ld Testam ent prophecy and the eschatology o f the N e w  Testa
ment.”

T1 ie book offers some im portant fresh insights to great B ible 
truths. As w ith any book, the reader m ay not agree w ith  Shank at 
every point o f his interpretations and constructions, but these are 
m inor matters o f no real importance. Shank’s central thesis and the 
main thrust o f the book are clear and convincing, and every serious 
student o f B ible prophecy w ill be blessed and am ply rew arded by 
his reading o f the book.

The book is beautifu lly printed and the type is easy to read. It  
is o ffered  only in paperback, but on high quality book paper and Smyth 
sewn to open flat and be very durable. U nti l  offers a wealth  o f mater
ial for many hours o f profitable study o f Bible prophecy, and the de
votional quality o f the book w ill inspire and warm  the hearts o f 
readers.

Unti l  m ay be ordered  from W o rd  and Work.  Price is $11.95.

Turning Loose
Mrs. Paul W . Knecht

In m y w ork ing days, now  m any years ago, I had to  ride a street
car to and from  work. One day as I was returning home late in the 
afternoon I stepped off the street car before it came to a com plete 
stop. I had seen many do it—mostly men and boys—witlh ease.

I stepped ligh tly  down—made on ly one slight mistake. It was 
not a careless one, but an ignorant one. I  thought I  should get m y 
fee t firm ly on the ground before loosening my hand-bold. I  saw 
nothing w rong w ith th a t. . .bu t found out that som ething was w rong 
w ith it when m y head1 hit the cobblestones first and hard. T was not 
knocked out and was on my fee t before the motorman could come to 
my rescue.
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W hen the time comes for us to leave this world, the w orld  won't 
stop. The peop le of G od need not fear. W e  can turn loose, step off 
and go forw ard  in faith in the God who loves us. The ease with which 
the transition is made may w ell depend on the willingness to turn loose 
o f the world.

NEWS A N D NOTES

*  *  *  *

35th Annuo! Louisville Christian 

Fellowship W eek
August 9 -13, 1982 

“GOD GIVE US CHRISTIAN HOMES”

Evening Sessions: Sellersburg Church of Christ, Sellersburg, Indiana 
Day Session: Portland Avenue Church of Christ, 2500 Portland Avenue

MONDAY 
Evening Session

7 :3 0 -  9 :00 T h e  D iv in e  D es ign / T h e  D iv in e  D irec tiv e

TUESDAY 
Day Session

9:00 - 9 :30 P rayer T im e
9:30 - 10:30 T h e  M arks o f A  Christian M arriage

1 0 :3 0 - 11:00 Break
1 1 :0 0 - 12:00 B r id g in g  T h e  G en eration  C ap
1 2 :0 0 - 1:30 Lu nch  and F e llow sh ip

1 :3 0 -  2 :15 T h e  In flu ence o f Christian Grandparents
2 :1 5 -  2:25 B reak
2 :2 5 -  3 :10  Christian  A ttitu des F o r G randch ildren

Evening Session
6:00 - 7:00® T h e  S trong W il le d  C h ild  — F ilm  (D obson )
7 :3 0 -  9:00 Christian F a th erin g  — F ilm  (D obson )
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Please ren ew  our subscription to 
W o rd  ana W ork . I ’m  requ esting  a little  
h it ea rly  so w e  w o n ’t miss an issue. 
(L o rd  w illin g .)

W e  en joy  the m an y w o rth w h ile  and 
thought p rovok in g  articles w e  read  in 
your publication . H o ld  up C o d ’s W ord , 
and keep  up the good  W ork.

Stephen M . G olden

Just w an t to le t you  kn ow  h ow  m uch 
I  have en joyed  the series o f articles bv 
Bro. A le x  W ilson . T h e y  are ve ry  w e ll 
ba lanced, tak ing all current thoughts 
into consideration.

Supportive  m ateria l is v e ry  w e ll 
researched. T ru ly  in the spirit o f  the

Restoration  M ovem en t.
But other articles and w riters deserve 

equal com m endation.
Jack Thom pson

Far closed is check fo r  ren ew a l o f m y 
subscription to W o rd  &  W ork.

I am happv to rec e ive  such an in 
sp iring m agazin e and apprecia te each 
contribution. —Thanks

E. Ila rgesh e im er

D ear Christian Friends,
W h a t is le ft  o f  this a fter m y  year ’ s 

subscription use w h ere  it is needed. 
Thank you.

M rs. Johnnie Thom pson



WEDNESDAY
Day Session

9:00 - 9 :30 P rayer T im e
9 :3 0 -  10:30 T h e  Christian Husband

1 0 :3 0 - 11:00 Break
11:00 - 12:00 Shaping T h e  W i l l  W ith o u t B reak ing  T h e  Sp irit — F ilm

(F rom  James D ob son ’s Focus on the F am ily )
1 2 :0 0 - 1:30 Lu n ch  and F e llo w sh ip

1 :3 0 -  2:15 T h e  Christian  F a m ily ’s C on tribu tion  T o  T h e  Church
2 :1 5 -  2:25 Break
2:25 - 3 :10 C hu rch ’s C on tribu tion  to the Christian  F a m ily

Evening Session
6 :0 0 -  7 :0 0 * Christian  F a th erin g  — F ilm  (D obson )
7 :3 0 -  9:00 Christian  H om es A n d  M issions

NOTE: Wednesday Evening is Missionary Evening. A love offering will be 
taken and forwarded to our missionaries on the field. Checks should be made 
payable to “Louisville Christian Fellowship".

THURSDAY
Day Session

9 :0 0 -  9:30 P ra yer T im e
9 :3 0 -1 0 :3 0 T h e  Christian  W ife

1 0 :3 0 -1 1 :0 0 Break
1 1 :0 0 -1 2 :0 0 T h e  “ W ild  O ats”  M y th
1 2 :0 0 - 1:30 L u n ch  and F e llow sh ip

1 :3 0 -  2:15 Paren tin g  B y  P roxy
2 :1 5 -  2:25 Break
2 :2 5 -  3 :10 D isc ip lin e

Evening Session
6 :0 0 -  7 :00* P repa rin g  F or A d o lescen ce  P eer  Pressure ik Sexua lity  —  F ilm
7 :3 0 -  9:00 W h a t  W iv e s  W ish  T h e ir  Husbands K n ew  A b ou t W om en :

T h e  L o n e ly  H ou sew ife  — F ilm  (D ob son )

FRIDAY
Day Session

9 :0 0 -  9 :30 P rayer T im e
9 :3 0 - 10:30 So Y ou ’re  N o  L o n g e r  In  L o v e / S o lv in g  P rob lem s B ib lic a lly  

1 0 :3 0 - 11:00 Break
11:00 - 12:00 P reparation  F'or A d o lescen ce : T h e  O rig in  o f  S e lf-D ou b t — F ilm

(F rom  James D ob son ’s Focus on the F am ily )
1 2 :0 0 - 1:30 L u n ch  and F e llow sh ip

1 :3 0 -  2 :15 Frustration  O r Fu lfillm en t?
2 :1 5 -  2:25 Break
2:25 - 3 :10 Q uestion  and A n sw er Session

Evening Session
6:00 - 7 :00 * W h a t W iv e s  W ish  T h e ir  Husbands K n ew  A b ou t W om en :

M on ey , Sex, and C h ild ren  — F ilm  (D obson )
7 :3 0 -  9 :00 T h e  C ha llenges F o r  Christian H om es

* O ptiona l v ie w in g  o f  “ Focus on the F a m ily ”  film s b y  K e v in  D obson . A ctua l 
F e llow sh ip  M ee tin g  to b eg in  at 7:30.
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