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Robert Held Is a minister In Louisville. Kentucky.

God's  Family t y

W.  R. H.

IT’S TIME TO WAVE OUR BROOM

About the year 1934, there appeared in the P. C. S. B R O A D 
C A S T E R , a story o f an old peasant wom an liv ing in an impoverished 
country that was being overrun by soldiers o f a neighboring power. 
A lthough she was powerless to present any semblance o f resistance, 
she went bo ld ly  to the front porch o f her but, w ith  her broom, which 
she brandished at each o f the invaders as they passed by her house. 
Though she knew her efforts to be futile, she w ou ld  at least go on record 
as protesting what was go ing on.

A P E T  P E E V E

I am sure that there are such things as personal aversions, and 1 
adm it to having such irritation by the T V  commercials that are inter
spersed w ith the daily newscasts. But one w ithin the last w eek tops 
them all, in m y estimation. Suddenly there burst upon m y ears the full 
orchestration o f H andel’s “ Hallelu jah Chorus,” as the background to an 
ice cream commercial! Before I go further m ay I assure you I  like ice 
cream, and am especially fond o f several o f the flavors that Baskin- 
Robbins has produced. But there is something basically incongruous in 
p lugging for the sale o f ice cream—even the best—w ith  such a spiritual 
classic as the Hallelujah Chorus. T o  me, their advertisement is in the 
poorest taste ( no pun in tended ). Surely none o f  man’s hym nody is more 
sacred than this particular selection. ( I  personally think that the entire 
score o f H andel’s Messiah was given to him  by G od H im self, as histo
rians tell us that the entire work was com posed in 24 days!) This 
Hallelu jah Chorus is probably the most glorious praise to our Lord  
that has ever been sung, and it is now  so well-known that its words 
hardly escape even a casual listener.

T IM E  T O  A C T

Yes, it is time to act! I  feel, w ithin me, that I  need to make some 
sort o f recorded disapproval, i f  only to myself, when the commercial is 
run. I f  the message isn’t gotten to the Ice  Cream makers, w ho knows 
how long this “blasphemy” ( i t  is in m y b ook ) w ill continue? It  may 
even be the beginning o f a trend that cou ld touch any mumber of 
sacred hymns. Think for a moment, and the possibilities becom e fright
ening. W h v  not telephone the local outlet fo r Baskin-Robbins each time 
w e hear it, and w hy not refrain from patron izing fo r a w h ile?
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But, I  fear that there is something worse than the commercials 
that w e must bear with, and that is “ slanting” o f the news itself. “ Slant
ing” is presenting truth from  a particular angle that may make it look 
grotesque at the same time that it hides other truth. The communists 
are masters o f this art, and have many disciples over the world. For 
example, they have much to say about atrocities everyw here except 
w here they have caused them. They  decry human rights infractions 
in Lebanon, Israel and South A frica , w h ile they exterm inate masses in 
Angola, Afghanistan, and Siberia. T o  hear them, the U. S. is a w ar
m onger for selling tanks and planes to Israel, but they do no w rong in 
supplying Syria, the P.L.O ., Iraq, and Egypt.

Recently I  called one o f the editors o f T H E  L O U IS V IL L E  T IM E S , 
because o f a particularly D evilish  cartoon depicting our President. The 
editor responded that indeed they did pick cartoons', from  everywhere, 
that agreed in spirit w ith the philosophy o f their newspaper. I already 
knew that, but it was rather sickening to hear him admit it!

But to whom  can you write, or who call to challenge the philos
ophies o f the major T V  networks? W h o sets their policy, edits the 
reports, and splices the films? W hoever are those “pow er that be” , they 
w ie ld  a pow erfu l influence upon us all. None are so wise among us 
that w e  cannot all be m anipulated to a greater or less degree. W hen 
the w ord  “ Reaganom ic” , for example, is continually presented as some 
vio lent or fatal disease, peop le are being taught to tie  their problems 
to the man whose name has been thus ridiculed. But when the D ow  
Jones Industrials are clim bing, it is called a bull market. W hat about 
Reaganomics when the interest rate and the inflation rate is reduced?

W I L L  IT  C O M E  T O  M O R A L  ISSUE S?

I f  w e succumb to political manipulation, then moral manipulation 
w ill naturally be Satan’s next move. Jesus said (John 16:2) “yea, the 
hour cometh, that whosoever killeth you shall think that he offereth 
service to God.”  You may think that it w ill take considerable manipu
lation o f minds in this country for such a time ever to come. But, g iven 
godless men in proper places, the insidious pow er o f manipulation can 
work havoc. O n ly the pow er o f the H o ly  Spirit w ill be adequate. L e t 
us g ive  p lace to H im  before such evil days come.

And let us stand up and w ave our broom!

S E Q U E L  W IT H  R E F E R E N C E  T O  T V  C O M M E R C IA L

Reader m ay be glad to know that a phone call was m ade to the 
Lou isville  office o f Baskin-Robbins and a letter was invited  to  be sent 
to the regional office, in Evansville. Later the same day a phone call 
response reported  that the regional office had received  a considerable 
number o f complaints, and that the offensive commercial was to be 
rem oved from  the air, nationwide, w ith in  48 hours. From  m y listening 
post, I b e lieve this has been done. —Editor
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THOUGHTS FROM ROMANS
Ernest E. Lyon

Going in the Wrong Direction

F or when we were still w ithou t strength , in  due tim e Christ 
died  fo r  the ungod ly  . . . B u t G od  demonstrates I l is  ow n love  
tow ard us, in  that w hile we were still sinners, Christ d ied  fo r  
u s . . .  F o r  if  w hen we w ere enemies we w ere reconciled  to 
G od  hi/ the death o f H is  Son, m uch more, having been recon 
ciled , we shall be saved by H is life. (Rom ans 5:6, 8, 10, N ew  
K ing James Version )

T h e  three verses quoted here from  Romans 5 are g iven  this w ay  to 
show something o f the terribleness o f the condition o f man by  nature 
w ith four expressions or words that indicate the hopelessness o f man’s 
efforts to “pull him self up by his bootstraps” , or, to be m ore theo
logical in expression, to justify himself. L e t  us look at the four times 
Paul indicates our condition outside o f Christ.

The first o f these is very properly  translated by  two words in the 
NKJ text given  above and by the one w ord  “weak” in the A S V  that 
many o f my readers have used (as 1 h ave ) for years. I  like the NKJ 
expressions because it literally tells us what Paul is poin ting out here: 
By nature w e  had absolutely no strength to m ove us toward God. W e 
w ere as helpless as, or m aybe m ore than, a new-born baby is to provide 
for itself.

Paul very  quickly goes on to  the next expression that shows some 
progression in strength but in the w rong direction ( maybe w e  should 
call it “regression”  instead ). W e  w ere “ungodly” , yet Christ died for 
us. The Greek w ord  for “ungodly”  has a good  many definitions, all 
pointing out some feature o f the obvious: m eaning o f the word, being 
unlike God. It  is generally defined as “ lack o f reverence tow ard  God, 
im piety,” but, as I  said, that is only one o f the many definitions given. 
Those who have no reverence for God have too much “ reverence” for 
themselves. So from  being w ithout strength w e  “ regressed” to the 
point o f doing things contrary to. God. But even when w e were in 
that condition Christ d ied in our place, for our sake, on our behalf.

In verse eigjht Paul uses his third expression for us, this tim e again 
in one w ord  only, “ sinners.” A  sinner m ay be said to have some 
strength, but it is the w rong kind. H e  does that which is displeasing 
to God. M ay I  rem ind you o f John’s rather fundamental definition



o f sin in 1 John 3:4, “Sin is lawlessness.” Sin is a refusal to be con
trolled by God, a substitution o f our own w ill for His. So a sinner is 
one who refuses G od ’s w ill for his life, one who substitutes what he 
wants to do fo r what G od wants. A nd  Pual sax s that by mature w e 
w ere all that way. And  again he repeats his assertion that w h ile 
w e  w ere in that condition Christ d ied for us. H e  d id  not w a it for us to 
straighten up ourselves and then die for us. Just so today H e  does 
not w ait for us to “ turn over a new  lea f”  and earn the right to be saved 
before His b lood  cleanses us from  all sin. Christ H im self said that H e  
came into the w orld  to save sinners—and you m ay be absolutely certain 
that what H e  came into the w orld  to do, H e  did. So H e saved us. 
W hat w e need to do now  is to accept that, receive His gift. W e  show 
our trust in H im  by confessing H is name after w e  be lieve  on H im , by 
turning from  our sins, by being buried w ith H im  in baptism; but 
nearly 2,000 years ago H e  d ied for us and our early lives p roved  that 
w e  w ere just like all men in Paul's day: w e  w ere sinners b y  nature. 
That shows how  great G od ’s love was that H e  w ou ld send His Son 
under such conditions.

The last w ord  Paul uses o f us b y  nature is the strongest o f all the 
words and the greatest o f the condemnations o f mankind o f the four 
—w e were enemies o f  God. I  presume that you realize that a lot of 
peop le are enemies to others w ithout realizing it, so don’t try to tell 
m e that couldn’t be true o f you because you never “ fe lt” at enm ity 
w ith  God. Sim ply take G od ’s word for it! In  spite o f our being 
enemies H e  is the One Great Friend, for H e  took the lead in recon
ciling us to H im self. Since w e  w ere w ithout strength,ungodly, sin
ners, and enemies, w e  were in no position to m ove in the right direc
tion. H e  stepped in and provided  our needs in the Lo rd  Jesus Christ.

I  hope that all this thrills your heart and you are m oved  to great 
thankfulness for w hat G od has done. I f  not, then what is1 wrong? 
You must still be w ithout strength and need to come to H im  for help. 
D o  it today. “W hosoever w ill m ay com e” is a true statement. W on 't 
you  do it today?

Jack Blaes preaches at the Antioch Church, Eranktort, Ky. and teaches at the 

Portland Christian School in Louisville.

Vieiainfy the Neial
Jack Blaes

Y O U  M A Y  H A V E  H E A R D  T H E  R U - ter and a petition she had received. The
M O R . The fo llow ing is taken from  the letter protested the filming of a movie
Union  Signal, July, 1982. “Last Janu- portraying Jesus as a ‘swinging homo-
ary, a friend sent me an anonymous let- sexual.’ It warned that the film w ou ld
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be shown in the U n ited  States unless 
the ou tcry is grea t. T h e  p e tit ion  w h ich  
accom pan ied  the letter, w as addressed 
to  A tto rn ey  G en era l Scott o f Illino is . 
I t  asked h im  to stop the production  o f  
the film  b y  M o d ern  P eop le  N ew s  in 
Ch icago.

“ Th is  is a fa lse  rum or, w h ich  began  in
1977, and is still b e in g  circu la ted. M o d 
ern P eop le  N ew s  stopped  pu b lica tion  in
1978. A tto rn ey  G en era l Scott le ft  o f 
fice in 1978. . . T h ere  is no film . N e v e r 
theless, the A tto rn ey  G en era l’s o ffice in 
I llin o is  rece ives  1,000 letters a day  from  
ou traged  citizens. E v e ry  year the A tto r 
ney G en era l issues a press release e x 
posing the hoax, but still the rum or 
persists.

“ N o w  there is a n ew  tw ist. Som eone 
in  F lo r id a  is try in g  to  turn the rum or 
into a m oney-m ak ing  venture. You  m ay 
rec e ive  a letter r e v ie w in g  the rum or. 
T h e  letter im plies an affilia tion  w ith  
M o ra l M a jo r ity  and asks fo r  m on ey  to 
stop production  o f the supposed film . 
A  card is enclosed  requesting a check 
fo r  $50 to $1,000.

“ Th is  letter is a hoax. I t  is zeroxed , 
not printed. It is anonym ous and the 
address is a post o ffice box num ber. 
F o rew arn ed  is fo rea rm ed .”

» O O O O
A G A IN ,  F R O M  T I IE  U N IO N  S IG N A L ,
B Y  T H E  S A M E  F R IE N D : “ W h y  does 
a fou r-m on th -o ld  daugh ter h ave  to g row  
up w ith ou t her m other, an e le v e n -  
y ea r-o ld  son g row  up w ithou t his m oth 
er, a lo v in g  husband endure hours o f 
loneliness, paren t su ffer the loss o f  a 
daughter, and friends lose the support 
o f  a fr ien d?  In  H is correct tim e w e  
kn ow  the L o rd  w ill  answ er these ques
tions fo r  our fa m ily  as w e  strugg le to 
adjust to the loss o f  Sandra Q uinn, w h o  
d ied  at the hands o f  a drunken d river, 
tw o  w eeks b e fo re  last Christmas. 
“ Curren t statistics show  that 70 A m e r i
cans d ie  each  day  due to  a drunken 
d r iv er—at this rate, h ow  lon g  w ill  it be 
be fo re  your fa m ily  is a ffected  b y  the 
death  o f a lo v ed  one to a drunk driver, 
or a ffec ted  once again?
“ T h e  fa m ily  o f  Sandra Q u inn w ou ld  
g rea tly  apprecia te your show  o f con
cern and lo v e  b y  h e lp in g  our society  to 
d ea l w ith  this p rob lem . T h ere  are 
things w e  can do to change this suf
fe rin g :
1. W r ite  to Senator B ob  D o le , C h a ir
man o f the Senate Judiciary Su bcom 

m ittee  on Courts, 221.3 D irksen B u ild 
ing, W ash in gton , D . C . 20510
2. W r ite  to the N a tion a l H igh w a y  
T ra ffic  S a fe ty  A dm in istration , 400 7th 
S .W ., W ash in gton , D . C . 20590
3. W r ite  a le tter  to the ed ito r o f  each  
paper to w h ich  you  subscribe.
4. W r ite  to  each  senator and congres
sional represen ta tive.
5. W r ite  to each  o f  the state leg is la tive  
represen ta tives fro m  your area.
“ In  your letters, ask fo r  prom pt efforts 
to strengthen la w  en forcem en t and fo r  
thorough education  o f the pu b lic  con
cern ing the inappropria te  use and abuse 
o f a lcohol. W e  can act; w e  must act 
n ow , b e fo re  one o f  your fa m ily  m em 
bers becom es the next statistic—one o f 
these 70 each  d a y !”

ΰ ο «  «  «  o

N O T  T O  T A K E  A W A Y  A N Y  O F  T I I E  
T H U N D E R  O F  T H E  A B O V E . T h e  
Justice D ep artm en t tells us that as 
dangerous as the h ighw ays are, an 
A m erican  fa m ily  is m ore  lik e ly  to have 
one o f  its m em bers attacked in a seri
ous v io len t crim e (such as rape, aggra 
va ted  assault, or rob b ery ) than to be 
in ju red  in an auto acciden t or hom e 
fire. Last year 30 %  o f the households 
in the U. S. w ere  h it w ith  a crim e o f  
th e ft or v io len ce . A  rep ort b y  the 
Bureau o f  Justice Statistics com m ents: 
“ T h e  kinds o f  households that w ere  the 
m ost vu ln erab le  to crim e in 1975—black 
households, h igh er incom e households, 
and households in cen tra l c ities—re 
m ained  so in 1981.”

ο ο »  a a o

A C C O R D IN G  T O  H E N R Y  H A Z L IT T :  
“ G overnm en ts tw o  ind ispensable fu n c
tions: (1 ) to p ro tec t the nation against 
aggression fro m  any other nation, (2 ) 
p ro tec t the ind iv idu a l c itizen  from  the 
aggression, in justice, or oppression o f 
any other c it izen . E v e ry  extension o f 
the fu nction  o f  govern m en t beyond  
these tw o  prim ary  duties should be 
scrutin ized w ith  jealous v ig ila n ce .”  Th at 
is m y  understand ing o f the purpose o f 
govern m en t, and the reason I have 
in rep ortin g  the type o f g ove rn 
m ent activ ities  w h ich  I do. I am not 
in terested  in the p o litica l functionaries 
o f  govern m en t, or w h at pa rty  they 
represent. M en  o f  e ith er party  m ay 
g iv e  us good  or corru pt governm en t, 
but it is u p  to the c it izen ry  to w atch  
w ith  prayer and d iscrete  actions to 
m ain ta in  b lo od -b ou gh t freedom s fo r  
w h ich  w e  should b e  e tern a lly  gratefu l.
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IF  F O B  N O T H IN G  E L S E , T H E  
N A M E S  O F  M O S T  R O C K  groups is 
enought to turn Christians off. One 
such which calls itself The Grateful 
D ead  was at one time supported by a 
wealthy patron, Augustus Ow sley Stan
ley III. This man was said at one time 
to have single-handedly produced half 
of the w orld ’s supply of L S D . Though  
he eventually went to prison, the 
relationship between drugs and the 
Grateful D ead  are obvious, to wit: “A  
w ell-known ingredient to the traveling 
circus of Deadheads is drugs; illegal 
substances at D ead  shows are as com
mon as hot dogs at the W o rld  Series.

# * « O
“W E  C A N  D O  T H A T  IN  T H E  S E C 
O N D  Y E A R  O R  T H E  T H IR D  Y E A R ,” 
Tony Randall, referring to parts of the 
T V  show “Love, Sidney.” C learly a 
production to promote sexual deviation, 
w e do w e ll to be warned of its perni
cious presentation. Swoosie Kurtz, who  
stars with Tony Randall in the show, 
now admits that the public is being set 
up to accept m ore and more of the 
queer message. “You know, Sidney w ill 
have a date. Some guy comes by to 
pick him up. W e  get in our little refer
ences here and there. W e  have our 
small victories. You throw into the 
script three or four absolutely out

rageous things that you know are never 
going to make it. You defleeh their 
(the censors) attention. The other ones 
that are more subtle get by, or else you 
get a trade-off.”

ο a ο ο « o
Y O U R  H O N O R ?  In 1979, U . S. D is
trict Court Judge Barrington D . Parker 
of Washington, D .C ., ruled that the 
army must grade the less-than-honor- 
able discharges of some 10,000 former 
Arm y veterans who had in the early 
seventies failed to pass an urinalysis 
given to try to stem the increasing use 
of illegal drugs. The judge said this 
violated the drug user’s guarantee 
against self-incrimination. The same 
Judge Parker recently applied that no
tion to 12,000 former members of the 
Navy, M arine Corps, and Air Force. 
Their “general” and “other than honor
ab le” discharges, awarded because of 
drug abuse, may now be upgraded to 
honorable.

Ο Ο Ο Ο Ο a
T H E  C O N S E R V A T IV E  (?) R E A G A N  
A D M IN IS T R A T IO N  has decided to 
extend credit to Red China (via the 
Expert-Im port Bark) totaling $68,425, 
000. According to Congressman Ron 
Paul of Texas “This is a tragedy and 
disgrace.” Congressman Paul is a mem
ber of Mr. Reagan’s party.

Listening in Prayer
by Barry W . Tetley

Paul describes the normal Christian and the normal church in 
these words:

“ . . . holding; fast to the Head, from  whom  the whole body, 
nourished and knit together . . . grows w ith a growth that is from  
G od.” (C o l. 2 :19 ).
Just as the nourishment for the body comes from  the Head, so too 

the body  is knit together w ith the Head. Th e  head and the body are 
interconnected. The w ord  Paul uses here im plies communications 
between  tw o parties. Some commentators explain this b y  describing 
a man who was estranged from  his w ife. Then they begin  to com 
municate w ith each other again, and are once m ore knit together.

M odern  words such as communications, or even intercom, mean 
the same thing, and the thought that springs to our minds is prayer. 
For prayer is the means by which a Christian communicates w ith the 
H ead, who is Jesus Christ. And  prayer must be an essential part o f 
a Christian’s daily life.
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Prayer is more correctly understood as “ communication”  than as 
“ asking.” The w ord  “intercom ” w hich is short for “ intercommunica
tion” is even better. For communication involves two parties in con
tact w ith  each other, and thisi is what Paul means in his illustration 
from  the human body. There is contact to and from  the Head, and 
true prayer is just like that.

Prayer is not necessarily long periods o f ta lk ing to God. A  man is 
praying just as ferven tly  when he is saying absolutely nothing, but 
when his m ind is engaged w ith God. H e  is p raying i f  his m ind is 
open and listening to G od—fo llow in g  along a path o f instruction, 
engaged w ith  G od in working out a spiritual problem , or planning a 
spiritual activity.

Prayer often begins w ith words o f Adoration, Confession, Thanks
g iv in g  and Supplication (A .C .T .S .),  but it  m ay continue in silence 
as a man or woman enjoys intercommunion w ith  G od  by listening, 
thinking, meditating, or mulling. W e  don’t understand the L o rd ’s 
Prayer if  w e  just rush through the headings that Jesus gave us.

W e  should allow  each o f the headings, one at a time, to lead our 
thoughts, guide our minds or m ove our hearts. They  are only the 
signposts to lead us into deeper communion w ith  God, into further 
warship, confession or supplication. This m ay be in the quietness of 
our hearts, in ways that w e are unable to put into words. Prayer is 
not, therefore, the ability to talk to God for long  periods o f time. 
Prayer is when a man’s m ind is engaged w ith  God. I t  is in that 
engagem ent that intercommunication takes place.

W hen  the design o f the m ercy seat was g iven  to Moses, G od said, 
“A nd  there w ill I  m eet w ith thee and 1 w ill commune w ith thee.” 
(E xod . 24:22). And when the m ercy seat was dedicated, and Moses 
went in to speak to God, w e  read, “Then he heard the voice o f one 
speaking to him  from the m ercy seat” (N um bers 7 :89 ).

As the book o f H ebrew s emphasizes, through Jesus Christ every 
Christian m ay now enjoy the kind o f communication and fellowship 
that Moses en joyed w ith  God. This is the true purpose o f prayer. 
Th is is the pattern o f true prayer. It  is two-way communcation and 
fellowship w ith God.

Paul prayed like this constantly. E very  remembrance o f his 
friends in the presence o f G od was a prayer. H e  didn ’t need to recite 
their names. The thought o f them and his desire for their blessings 
was a prayer already. M any times he w ou ld  not be able to find privacy 
for prayer. Privacy for prayer is a luxury that Paul, Jesus H im self, 
and many other Christians have com paratively seldom been able to 
enjoy. Nevertheless, w henever Paul turned his m ind to God, when
ever he lifted  his eyes to G od in prayer, whenever he consciously and 
m entally entered the presence o f God, he was praying.

It  is true that Jesus did teach His disciples to pray in p riva te  if  
they could, but this was in order that they should avoid  the hypocrisy 
o f the Pharisees. It  is very evident that neither H e, nor the busy 
missionary apostles, w ere able to routinely use a closet for prayer 
during the course o f their active ministries. But many times in the 
course o f  a day, moments o f quietness w ou ld  overtake their minds
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and they w ou ld  engage in  thought and spiritual intercourse w ith God 
—and they w ere indeed praying.

V ery  often the Lord  and His disciples did use specific prayers o f 
request, supplication and worship. W hen  they m et together, they 
prayed together. They  sang psalms, many o f which are prayers. Also, 
i f  they w ere alone, the believers w ou ld  pray specifically and definitely. 
But the times when they would pray, and the places, and the posture 
they w ou ld adopt in prayer, all these varied  from  situation to situation.

W e  can read that Jesus prayed on a mountain, and again in a 
garden. These are mentioned because they w ere exceptional prayers. 
W hen  and how  did Jesus pray in the normal course o f H is day's work? 
Perhaps it was in the silence o f the m orning and even ing hours; and in 
the pauses between  talking w ith  people or teaching sessions. W h ile  
H e  was w alk ing between  the towns, H e  w ou ld  pray. M any times a 
day H e  w ou ld engage His m ind w ith G od ’s, and enjoy communion and 
communication w ith H im  who is I lis  and our Father.

M an communicates w ith  God in prayer, both w ith  words and 
G odw ard  thoughts. There is also a variety o f ways in which God 
communicates w ith  us through prayer, and some o f these may be 
understood from  the w ay that “knit together” or other English equ iva
lents o f the Greek w ord  are used in the N e w  Testament.

In  1 Corinthians 2:16, Paul asserts that on ly  the spiritual man can 
understand the things o f God. In fact, he says; a Christian has the 
m ind o f Christ. Using an O ld  Testament quotation, Paul asks a 
rhetorical question: “W lio  has known the m ind o f the Lord , w ho w ill 
instruct him?” H ere  the w ord  w e  are studying ( which in the Greek 
is sum bibadzo ) in translated as instruct, but equally w ell w e  could 
use the translator’s alternative choice as fo llow s: “W h o has known 
the m ind o f the Lord , who is knit together w ith him ? But w e have the 
m ind o f Christ.”  Or, using our own translation: “ W h o has known the 
m ind o f the Lord , who w ill communicate w ith  him? But w e  have the 
m ind o f Christ.”

W h ichever translation w e m ay prefer, it  is the Christian’s exper
ience that through prayer the m ind o f Christ becomes the pattern o f 
our own thinking. This happens as w e speak to God in prayer, but 
even more in the listening and thinking aspect o f prayer.

I f  the average Christian finds that his periods: o f prayer consist 
m ore o f listening and thinking, he should not fee l guilty. Some even 
complain that their thoughts wander when they pray, to  such an extent 
that they forget what they are talking to G od about. Is this wrong?

I  do agree that the devil w ou ld  like us to think about unworthy 
things instead o f praying, and this is w here discipline is required. But 
i f  in prayer w e  discover our minds roam ing to the project on hand, to 
the problem s o f the day, to the peop le w ho disturb us, to the letters 
w e  must w rite—then let us not fret. For this is often the w ay in which 
G od w ill communicate his assitance in the project, his answer to those 
problems, his attitude to those people, his approach to that letter.

It  is in these moments that the m ind o f Christ is knit w ith  our 
minds and G od  communicates w ith us and directs us in H is w ill.

D uring the C ivil W ar Abraham  Lincoln  originated a gigantic 
plan—called the Sanitary Commission—to care for the sick and wound-

297



<■(1 soldiers. It  p roved very successful. W hen Dr. John D. H ill, a 
prom inent Buffalo physician and m em ber o f the commission, later 
com plim ented the American President for conceiving suich an idea, 
L incoln  replied:

“You must carry your thanks to  a H igher Being. One stormy night 
I  tossed on my bed, unable to sleep as I thought o f the1 terrib le suffer
ings o f our soldiers and sailors. I spent an hour in agon izing prayer 
to God for some m ethod o f relief, and he put the Sanitary Commission 
in my mind, w ith  all its details, as distinctly as' though the instructions 
had been written out b y  pen and handed to me. H ereafter, always 
thank your heavenly Father, and not me, for this organization, which 
has eased so much pain and saved so many lives.”

The translators use yet another English equivalent for the word 
w e  are studying when they encounter it in Acts 16:10. H ere  they 
light upon “assuredly gathering.” The w hole verse reads, “And after 
he had seen the vision, im m ediately w e  endeayoured to go into M ace
donia, assuredly ga thering  that the Lord  had called us for to preach 
the Gospel unto them .” O b iyouslv it couldn’t have been translated 
“knit together” here, but it could have been translated “ it being 
communicated . . . ”

H ow  w ell this illustrates the w ay in which, through prayer, God 
does communicate His w ill to us. In prayer, as w e  mull things over 
w ith the Lord , w e  do come to conclusions as to  His w ill. W e  “ assured
ly gather” the path that G od wants us to tread.

In Acts 9:22 the w ord  is translated “proving.”  In Ephesians 4:16 
the w ord  is translated “ com pacted.”  And  in Colossians 2:2 and 2:19 
it is translated “knit together.”  Tak ing the context o f the w ord  in all 
its appearances in the N ew  Testament, as w e  have done, w e gain a 
picture o f Paul’s intention in Colossians 2:19. T h e  body is knit to
gether w ith the head by  the communication from  the head in prayer. 
Tt is not always verbal, but rather it is a sharing in the m ind o f Christ.

Through this w e  sometimes receive a convincing or p roving per
suasion. Perhaps it is a m oving o f the emotions, as in Colossians 2:2. 
Because God is also the author o f the W ord  o f God, all such convictions 
that w e receive in praying w ill be in agreem ent with; the W ord  o f God.

Through prayer the Christian is knit together w ith the head and 
experiences intercommunication w ith  God. And this is an essential 
spiritual quality o f the normal Christian man. —R eprin ted  hi/ perm is
sion from  E V A N G E L IC A L  T I IR U S T

m

GIB

ESaine Brittell Is Murdered
Just as w e are preparing to  go to  press, w ord  has reached us that our 
Sister Elaine Brittell, long tim e missionary to Northern Rhodesia was
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found murdered. A  call to the Lester Brittell fam ily  gives us the 
fo llow in g  information.

Date o f death was apparently during the night o f October 16, as 
she was found in her bed, on Sunday morning the 17th. She had been 
stabbed tw ice in the throat by an unknown assailant, w ho  left the 
knife in the second wound. The m otive fo r the crime was evidently 
not theft, since only her passport and keys w ere  thought to h ive been 
taken. It  is thought that the assailant broke into the house, wnere 
E laine lived  alone. A  young preacher who was to take her to a service 
on Sunday, was the first to learn o f the tragedy. Until the' present, 
w e  have not been able to  get any direct w ord  from  her sister, Gladys, 
w ho lives w ith her fam ily  in the same area.

E laine and G ladys went to the mission field w ith their parents, 
Bro. and Sister J. A. Brittell, in 1946, and they have stayed on the 
field ever since, being 36 years. E laine was 60 years old at death.

Recently, she has been working in the translation and printing 
end o f the L o rd ’s work, w ith Bro. Eugene Perry, and in help ing to 
train young evangelists along w ith  Bro. L lo yd  Henson. In the im 
m ediate future, any monies that would be received  for Elaine, are 
planned to be channeled to these two works that were so much in 
her heart.

Our brotherhood has lost a staunch soldier o f the cross, in the 
passing o f this dear servant o f the Lo rd  Jesus. M ay some o f the young 
lives that she has touched, rise up to carry on the work so needed in 
the dark continent. —Editor

Elaine Brittell Livingstone, Zam bia October 7.

This is such a beautiful day which the Lord  has given  us. Also 
H e has g iven  this qu iet tim e to sit down and finally let you know you 
are often in our prayers and thoughts as w e go about our daily tasks. 
Praise God, H e  hears every whispered prayer and gladly begins to 
answer it according to  His good w ill. Thanks be to God for His 
great love and kindness day by dav, hour by hour and m inute by 
minute!

L e t m e share w ith  you some o f the blessings God has given 
through answering many prayers o f brothers and sisters from  many 
parts o f the world.

Christians m eeting in Prison. For m any years w e have been 
teaching the prisoners through Bible correspondence courses. M any 
have accepted the message o f Christ and asked to be baptized into 
the fam ily  o f God. F inally in August this year, the Lo rd  made possible 
that an extra large bathtub could be put in the large assembly room 
where a ll can witness the pow er o f Christ in a person’s life, as his sins 
are taken away as he is buried in baptism, and he rises a clean child of 
God. Oh the joy that fills their hearts and the tears o f joy  as they 
speak o f their Saviour and Guide and Friend. Also the Lo rd  has laid 
it upon L evy , Arnos and Joseph’s heart to take up the responsibility of 
m eeting w ith  the Christians in the prison each Lord ’s day. T o  g ive 
their time sharing the G ospel w ith  these brothers in Christ is a great 
joy and challenge to these young Christians, as they fulfill our Saviours
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last request to H is children, “ Go . . .  preach the g o s p e l. . .  teaching 
them” . M ore and m ore o f the Christians are speaking to their friends 
in prison so nearly every w eek new  students are enrolled. Some o f the 
60 christians are released and have gone hom e to  share the Good New s 
o f Jesus w ith  their fam ilies and friends. M ay G od continue to keep 
Ilis  saving words alive in their hearts so that m any w ill come to know 
the w av o f life. M ay I  share w ith  you the reaction o f the Gospel upon 
some o f their lives? It  reminds me o f the question men and wom en 
asked on the day o f Pentecost, “ M en and brethren, what shall w e  do?” 

(B ru n o , before he becam e a Christian.) “ I am a m em ber o f the 
Catholic church which I have now  realized (through your lessons) 
has formulated doctrines that are not backed by  the Bible. The 
Catholic church has ignored this factor. I  have taken your lessons 
w ith  unreserved seriousness and w ou ld  like this new ly acquired light 
to be extended to m y w ife . M ay I know if  it is possible for m y w ife  
and other members o f m y fam ily  to receive your soul healing lessons? 
I  w ou ld  like to see you  personally over this. I am due for discharge 
on 20.10.82 and would like to  continue w ith  all your lessons. M ay I 
know if  this is possible? I w ou ld like to discuss a few  points w ith 
you concerning the above and other related issues.”

I went to visit him soon after this and promised, L o rd  w illin g  that 
soon a b ig  bathtub w ou ld  be available so he and others' could be 
baptized. On August 28th he bcame our brother in Christ. H is w ife  
is now  taking the B ib le course which changed his life  through the 
message o f the Gospel.

( M atthew , before August.) “ Since I have started this course 
I  have p roved  that all m y heart has turned away from  evil thoughts 
that I  had. But now  madam the problem  is that I  was baptized  by 
sprinkling which is not true baptism. H ow  can I do in order to  have 
a true baptism? I cam e a long time and still in prison for a long time.” 
N o w  he is a happy servant o f G od  te llin g  his friends o f Jesus, his 
greatest Friend.

( Batson, after August.) “ Dear Teacher, I  am thankful to  have 
learnt a lot through your B ib le lessons. I  am now  bap tized  and I am 
happy to be called G od ’s son. Please keep on sending m e Christian 
books such as Bow er fo r  Todai/ and 20th  C entury  Christian  books to 
add to what I have achieved. G od bless you. D o you have ‘Is the 
I Io lv  Spirit for me?’ by  H arvey  F loyd?”

M ost o f the prisoners bog  for something to read about God. I 
d id  not have this book to  g ive  him. I  wish I  did.

“Thanks to G od for the light you provide. M e  and fe llow  con
victs spend much o f our valuable chance on studying the B ible.”  ( Pat
r ic k ) “ Teacher, assist m e any book for reading about God.”  ( Solo
m o n ) “ Dear Teacher, W h y  these day you are not send stories of 
Christ? Please, please send one. Your in Christ.” ( G ilb e r t )

N o w  he is a new  babe in Christ. “ M y  teacher, p lease send a 
pencil i f  you have got.”  (L e v y )

M y  thanks to each o f you who have sent Christian books, tracts, 
pencils, B ible courses, Bibles, cloth ing and gifts to share w ith  many 
seeking souls. And  your prayers have strengthened us day b y  day to 
continue to serve in Ilis  harvest fie ld  w ith renewed joy. Please con-

300



tinue to pray for the Christians in prison that all m ay go onward in 
the Christian w ay o f life  and be fa ith fu l to the end.

Zam bia B ib le  T ra in ing  Centre. Brother and Sister L lo yd  Henson 
and son M ike have given  their lives p rov id ing  this blessing for student- 
preachers w ho learn G od ’s w ord  and w eek ly ‘go  forth and teach others’ 
in the suburbs, villages, etc. Praise God fo r Amos, a student, who 
meets w ith  the Christians in prison. Other students w ho have com
pleted  two years are out in different areas preaching the w ord  and the 
L o rd  is adding souls as H e  has promised. Please pray for the teachers 
and students that G od  w ill supply all things needful to carry on this 
great work. I f  you w ould like to  have a part in training these souls 
for the Lord , please send your g ift to Hensons at P.O. Box 60641, 
L ivingstone, Zambia, A frica. M ay  the Lo rd  send “ Showers o f Bless
ings” upon the school is m y daily prayer as more and more go forth 
procla im ing the precious words o f  life. The Off-set P rin tin g  machine 
still puts out many B ib le lessons, tracts, booklets, etc. to reach the lost. 
L o rd  w illing , I  m ay learn to help in this work someday.

T h e  N e w  Ohitonga B ible translation program  is still m oving on
ward hoping to com plete the N ew  Testam ent by June, 19S3 as the 
teams fa ith fu lly  go onward.

Praise God, the brethren in L ivingstone have begun to have B ible 
studies in the suburbs hoping to reach their neighbors. M ay more 
congregations b e  established next year, w e  pray.

Thanks be to G od for m y good  health and many blessings H e 
daily sends w ith  opportunities to serve others. And  you dear ones 
for your filling m y needs, your prayers and love shown in so many 
wavs, I  hum bly thank you. Your letters make our days brighter 
and encourage us to “press on toward the goal” in Christ. Thanks 
be to  G od I can still see quite w ell, trusting God to use m y eyes to 
H is glory.

T ill next time, Romans 15:13 is m y prayer for you.

Joy &  Robert Garrett Harare, Z im babw e September 20.

Yesterday w e visited Aroturus M ine for the first tim e since our 
return. It  is a go ld  m ine em ploying 400 men working three shifts 
down to the 26th level.

T w o  Harare brethren regularly go out to visit this small congrega
tion that meets in a school room. One o f them, Bro. Peter Phiri of 
H atfie ld  church w ent w ith us. It  is about 20 miles from  Harare and 
forty miles from  our home.

The road into the location twists around past the hills form ed 
by  the mine dumps and the m ine shafts and buildings into the school 
yard.

A fter Robert’s' message on the Judgment, two girls came forward 
to be  baptized. Robert had to make a couple trips to get us to the 
nearest river about two miles away Where Bro. Peter immersed the 
new  converts. W e  sang w h ile w aiting for our turn to be “ferried ” 
back.

On our return trip w e pu lled  o il under a shady tree and had lunch. 
W e  thank G od for the many opportunities w e  still have for spreading 
the Gospel here.
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J. K. S tew art- Brown W alv is Bay, It. S. Africa September 22.

I wisli to advise you o f my new  address. M y  husband passed 
away on the 24th o f August and, as I am now all alone, m y son and 
daughter came down to Cape Tow n, and brought me back here to 
stay with them.

I do enjoy and appreciate the W o rd  and W ork  magazine, and 
always get a lot o f inspiration from  it. Thank you very much for 
being so kind, for sending it to me, and pray G od to bless this little 
book, and the sender o f it; it also get’s passed on to others. M ay God 
bless your every effort.

J. 11. Stewart 
c/o G. F. Smith 
P. O. Box 86 
W alv is  Bay 
11. South A frica  9190

Alex W ilson  is a missionary in the Philippines.

Ancient Predictions 
and Current Events

Alex V. W ilson

In a recent letter, a friend o f mine wrote, “ I have no doubt that you 
and 1 are liv ing  in the season o f our L o rd ’s return. A ll the signs' point 
to it.”

M y  friend m ay be right. M any exciting events have recently taken 
place. M any trends are develop ing which m ight be o f great signifi
cance in G od ’s plan for the endtim e—as w e shall mention later in these 
tw o  articles. But still I ’m a little disturbed by  the le tter-w riters ex
pression, “I  have no d oub t." I wish he w ou ld  say instead, “ It  seems 
vert/ probab le . . . ”

W h y  do I say that? Because many deyout, B ib le-believing Chris
tians through the centuries have fe lt certain that Christ w ou ld return 
very, verv soon. For example, the English reform er John W yc liffe  
thought the w orld  must come to an end befo re  the close o f the 1300s, 
because o f the occurrence o f earthquakes and w idespread epidemics.

D uring the 1500s, Martin Luther wrote, “ It is m y b e lie f that 
the day o f judgment is not far off.” And in 1888 a B ib le teacher named 
Gratton Guinness stated, “ In telligent students o f prophecy understand 
that the end o f the present state o f things must be close at hand."

An Evangelical leader, Charles Trum bull, m ade the fo llow ing 
observation: “Th e  d ifference between  this day and earlier generations, 
when some o f G od ’s peop le have mistakenly supposed that the Lord ’s 
return was at hand, is simply this: in our generation for the first time
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since Christ ascended to heaven, A L L  the predicted major signs o f the 
end o f the age are synchronizing. One or more o f these signs have 
occurred in earlier generations; never before have they all occurred 
simultaneously, as w e see them today.”  But Trum bull w rote those 
words in 1937! O ver forty  years have passed, and our Lord  has not 
come back yet.

M any other examples could be given. W e  mention these, N O T  
to cast doubt on the certainty o f Christ’s return, or its possible nearness, 
but rather to show how  important i t is to be cautious and humble when 
interpreting b ib lical predictions and the signs o f the times.

Mistaken Guesses

I t  is good to  study the prophetic parts o f G od ’s W ord , for “ all 
Scripture is inspired . . . and profitable.” But it is bad to be dogm atic 
or sensational in our preaching o f prophecy. An Am erican evangelist 
held a series o f meetings in M anila some months ago. One o f his ser
mons was entitled, “The Present March to Arm ageddon.” H e  adver
tised that his message w ou ld  reveal what the B ib le teaches about the 
crises in Afghanistan and Iran.

L e t us hope that the evangelist d id  not fa ll into the trap which 
once snared the outstanding preacher and writer, H arry Ironside. In  
a book published in 1930, Ironside gave three pages o f evidence that 
the Italian dictator Mussolini was fu lfilling prophecy. But w e know 
now  that Mussolini had no prophetic significance at all.

O ver and over such speculations have proved  to he mistaken. 
D w igh t W ilson, in his book Arm ageddon N ow ! says that almost every 
major w orld  crisis o f this century has been procla im ed by  at least some 
prominent B ib le teachers as the doorway to Arm ageddon. Examples 
include the w ar betw een  Russia and Japan in 1904; W orld  W ar I; 
W orld  W ar I I ;  the w ar for Israeli independence; and Arab-Israel wars 
o f 1967 and 1973. Six false alarms! A lso “ among possible candidates 
fo r Antichrist, they listed Mussolini, H itler, an d I I  enry Kissinger, to 
name a few .”  Even  Jimmy Carter has been g iven  that distinction. 
L e t ’s be m ore prudent.

Quite a few  Evangelicals be lieve  that Ezek iel 38 and 39 picture a 
Russia invasion o f Israel, which w ill end w ith the L o rd  destroying 
Russia’s armies in the mountains o f  Israel. The idea is that these 
events m ight happen any time now. I once saw a booklet entitled, 
“An Open Letter to N ik ita  Khrushchev” (w h o  was then the prem ier 
o f Russia), warn ing him what w ou ld happen if he attem pted to attack 
Israel in this way.

N ow , who knows? M aybe Russia w ill invade Israel soon. Even 
if  it does, 1 personally cannot see how  that w ou ld  fulfill E zek iel’s 
prediction, nor how  that passage can possibly apply to our present 
w orld  situation. For in 38:11 G og  the aggressor nation says as he 
plans his attack, “ I w ill invade a land o f unwallcd villages. I w ill 
attack a peacefu l and unsuspecting peop le—all o f them liv ing w ithout 
gates and bars.”

H ow  in the w orld  can present-day Israel be described as “ a peace
ful and unsuspecting peop le” (N I V ) ,  or “ them that are at rest, that 
dw ell safely” (K J V )?  Israel today has many h igh-powered weapons
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and a fine army that is always on the alert since the land is threatened 
from  almost every side. (N o t ic e  too that Rev. 20 puts the G og-M agog  
war after the millennium, not before it . )

In  these chapters E zek iel mentions Rosh, Meshech and Tubal 
(38: 2, 3; 39 :1 ). The w idespread interpretation m entioned earlier 
b elieves that these re fer to Russia, M oscow  and Tobolsk ( a city in the 
U.S.S.11.), respectively. But other B ib le scholars disagree, even pre- 
millennialists.

For example, G eorge Beasley-M urray in the N ew  B ib le  C om m ent- 
art/ says, “The equation o f Meshech and Tubal w ith  M oscow  and 
Tobolsk, and Rosh w ith  Russia, is unsupportable.” A nd  J. O. Buswell 
gives' more details: “The root o f the' H eb rew  w ord  rosh is not the same 
as the root o f the w ord  Russia. T o  iden tify  Meshech and Tubal w ith  
M oscow  and Tobolsk is to be gu ilty o f ph ilo logica l fo lly .”  ( Ph ilo logy  is 
the study o f linguistics.)

So once m ore w e  see the need for caution and open-mindedness as 
w e  study prophecy, especially the m ore obscure passages.

W ill  Christ Com e Soon?
N o w  let’s turn from the negative side o f the subject to the positive. 

H aving  seen that vve should avoid  abuses o f prophecy, let’s go  back 
to our opening question. A re  there indications that our L o rd ’s return 
may perhaps (o r  even p rob a b ly ) be very  soon? Yes; there seem to 
be such indications. H ere  are some o f them.

The book o f Revelation  describes some practices w hich used to 
seem fantastic and unbelievable but now  sound strangely up-to-date. 
Chapter 9:13-19 portrays the killing o f one-third o f mankind, probably 
as' a result o f war. Such a prediction seemed laughably impossible in 
form er generations. But nobody is laughing now  since the era o f 
nuclear weapons began in 1945.

The same chapter mentions sorcery and w itchcraft as be ing com
mon in the last days (as I  understand R eve la tion ). And  peop le are 
described as worshipping dem ons and even Satan (9:20; 13:4). These 
practices seemed incredible, at least in the W est, until the last fifteen 
to twenty years brought a boom  in occultism. N o w  some universities 
even offer courses in m agic and w itchcraft! A nd  “ churches o f Satan” 
are found in a number o f cities.

O f course these trends don’t p rove  that the K ing is com ing back 
right away, but they fit right in w ith the B ib le ’s description o f common 
conditions at the tim e o f H is return.

Israel
Frederick the Great, monarch o f Prussia during the 1700’s, once 

asked hisi court chaplain to name one thing that proved  the truthful
ness o f the Bible. “ The Jews, your majesty,”  rep lied  the chaplain.

Several ancient prophecies about Israel have been am azingly ful
filled. And they are even now  in the process o f fulfillment. First, 
it was foreto ld  that because o f their d isobedience they w ou ld  be scat
tered w orldw ide (D eu t. 28:64, for instance). Second, they w ou ld  be 
b itterly hated and persecuted (D eu t. 28:37, 65-66). Th ird, in spite 
o f repeated tribulations they w ou ld  never be w iped  out nor disappear
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(Jer. 31:35-36). H istory has verified  all three o f these forecasts during 
the 2,500-3,300 years that have passed since they w ere made.

A  fourth pred iction  was that the A lm igh ty  w ou ld  restore them to 
their land  and to H im self.

I  w ill take you from  the nations and gather you fro m  all 
the countries, and b ring  you in to your own land. A n d  you 
shall be clean from  a ll your uncleanness. A  new heart I  w ill 
g ive  you, and I  w ill p u t my Sp irit w ithin you, and cause you  
to walk in my statutes.. .Y ou  shall dw ell in the land w hich  I  
gave to  your fathers; and you shall be my peop le  and I  w ill be 
your God. (E zek . 36:24-28).
N otice  that there are tw o  parts to this promise. First, G od w ou ld  

bring them  back to the ir land, perm anently  and prosperously. Second, 
they w ou ld  repent and H e w ould transform  them  spiritually  and 
morally. M any other passages are similar: study Jcr. 23:5-8; 32:37-42; 
Am os 9:14-15; Zech. 8:1-8 & 10:6-12; Rom. 11:2.5-27. These passages 
show that the Jews’ return from  captivity in Babylon did not fu lfill the 
predictions. The promises still await consummation.

Th e  second part o f the prophecies just m entioned—a new heart 
b y  G od ’s regenerating Spirit—has never yet come to pass, except for 
those fe w  Jews through the centuries who received  Jesus as their 
Messiah. But many B ible students be lieve  that the first part o f  the 
prophecies—restoration o f Israel to  its hom eland—has been taking place 
before our eyes!

On M ay 14, 1948 a Jewish national state was established in Pales
tine for the first time since 70 A .D . A t present the vast majority o f 
Israelis reject Jesus, but perhaps soon the prophets’ visions w ill be 
com pletely fulfilled. G od w ill bring awesome chastening upon Israel 
and bring multitudes to faith  in the Saviour (Zech. 13:8-9; 12:10- 
13:1 ).

Paul w rote in Rom. 11:26, “A nd  so all Israel w ill be saved.”  
Com m entator F. F. Bruce explains that the expression “ ‘all Israel’ need 
not mean ‘every Jew w ithout a single exception’ but ‘ Israel as a whole.’ ”  
H e  further explains verses 25-29:

A ll Israel, n ot a fa ith fu l rem nant bu t the nation as a 
w hole, w ould sec the salvation o f G o d ...  I f  the ir tem porary  
stum bling was p rophetica lly  foreto ld , so was th e ir ultim ate  
and perm anent restoration. The new covenant w ill not be 
com p lete  un til it embraces the )>eople o f the o ld  covenant. 
Tem porarily  alienated fo r  the advantage o f the Gentiles, they 
are eternally the objects o f G od ’s e lecting  love because His 
promises, once made to  the patriarchs, can never be revoked.
( Rom ans)

A re  You  R E A D Y ?
The w orld  bristles w ith  terrib le weapons that can easily kill a third 

o f mankind. Occultism  has boom ed and even Satanism has emerged. 
Israel is back in its land, though many nations bitterly oppose it. 
These conditions seem to fit the B ib le ’s description o f the days when 
our L o rd  w ill come again. So let us echo John’s prayer, “Even  so, 
come, L o rd  Jesus!” (R ev . 22:20).
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But let us also take John’s advice: “And  now, abide in Christ, so 
that when he appears w e may have confidence and not shrink from  
him in shame at his c o m in g . . . E very  one who hopes in him  purifies 
himself as he is pure” (1  John 2:28; 3 :3 ).

(T o  be C oncluded )

Larry Miles, a member of the Portland Avenue congregation, is working in 
Cincinnati and has taken classes at Cincinnati B ible  Seminary.

Studies isi the Book of Acts
Larry  M iles

The Choosing of Fellow-Workers
T I I E  C H O O S IN G  O F  T I IE  S E V E N : A C T S  6:1-7

Luke tells us that this was a time when the Body o f Christ was 
grow ing by leaps and bounds. In verse 1 w e  have the first mention, 
in the Book o f Acts, o f the w ord  D isciple. Verse 1 also tells us that 
there arose a dispute betw een  the H ebrew s and the Helen istic Jews. 
W h o  were these groups? First o f  all, the H ebrew s were the native 
born Jews who had accepted Jesus as the Messiah. The Helenistic 
Jews w ere the ones who had been born in or brought up in places 
where the Greek language was spoken and the Greek culture was 
predominant. These also had come to Jesus as the Lo rd  in their life. 
Luke tells us that the w idow s in this group were being neglected in the 
daily serving o f food. W e  are not told w hy just that they were.

W e  are told that the tw elve  called the peop le together. The 
T w e lv e  in form ed them that they did not have tim e to w ait on tables 
themselves. It was their ministry to be in prayer and teaching the 
W ord . Verse 3 gives us the qualifications fo r, what some have said, 
is the office o f deacons. It does not say here that they w ere deaeons. 
It  is interesting to note that the qualifications for a deacon as found 
elsewhere in Scripture, are not the ones that are m entioned here. 
11. J. K idw ell, professor o f B ib le at the Cincinnati B ib le College, gives 
us this insight,

“The men chosen in Acts 6 w ere selected for a ‘particular’ need 
in a ‘particular’ city at a ‘particular’ time and the w ord  ‘deacon’ 
does not appear in the text. Since there are no ‘elders’ in the 
church at this time, if these men w ere actually deacons, it would 
mean that this o ffice was established before the eldership. The 
qualifications for these ‘seven’ are not the same qualifications set 
forth later for the office o f ‘deacons.’ It is also observed that 
when w e read o f these men later they are not serving in Jerusalem 
as ‘deacon’ but some are preaching evangelists in far cities from
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Jerusalem. N ote  also when one o f them is refered  by Luke in 
Acts 21:cS he is not called a deacon but rather ‘one o f the seven.”  
This phrase may w ell be the best w ay to designate them: ‘the 
seven.’ ”
W hat wore the qualifications for “ the seven?” (1 )  M en o f good 

reputation; (2 )  Full o f the H o ly  Spirit; (3 )  O f W isdom . The apostles 
said that the ones chosen w ou ld  be put in charge o f the task o f serving 
the w idow s in the daily serving o f food. Verse 4 gives us w ho the 
church in Jerusalem chose as “the seven.”

Verse 6 tells us that the apostles, after prayer, laid their hands on 
the seven. In  verse 7 w e  are told that the W ord  o f G od kept spread
ing and that the number o f the Body kept increasing in Jerusalem. 
A lso many priests came to know Jesus as the true Messiah o f Israel.

T H E  M IN IS T R Y  O F  S T E P H E N : A C T S  6:8-15

O f the seven who w ere chosen to serve the church in Jerusalem, 
only Stephen and Philip get further mention in the Book o f Acts. W e  
w ill be m entioning the ministry o f Ph ilip  later in our studies. A t this 
time, and in the next chapter, w e are go ing  to center our thoughts on 
Stephen, who becam e the first Christian martyr.

Verse 8 informs us that Stephen was doing great works and per
form ing signs and wonders. This would be as result o f the laying on 
o f the hands o f the twelve. But he came upon some persecution in 
verse 9. It says that some from  the' Synagogue o f the Freedm en w ere 
debating and arguing w ith Stephen. The verse also informs us where 
these men came from.

Verse 10 tells us that the Jews were unable to hold their ground 
w ith Stephen. These Jews w ere from  provinces where the Greek cu l
ture was predom inant. W e  are told that he was speaking w ith the 
backing o f the H o ly  Spirit. Verse 11 reminds us of the trial o f Jesus 
Christ. Just as the authorities could not find anything to condemn 
Jesus, they could find nothing against Stephen. So, w e are told  that 
they brought in false witnesses to twist the truth. They  brought in 
peop le who were w illin g  to lie about what they had heard the Chris
tians preach and teach. Does not that remind you o f the trial o f the 
Lo rd  o f G lory?

Verse 12 tells us that the ones from the Synagogue o f the Freed
men w ere the ones who stirred up the people. Then they dragged 
Stephen before the Sanhcdrin on the trumped up charges o f blas
phemy. They  accused him o f preaching things contrary to the Mosaic 
Law . Verse 11 says they accused him o f blasphemous words against 
Moses and against God. Verse 13 tells us that the false witnesses came 
forw ard and lied about what Stephen had taught. In verse 14 w e ’re 
in form ed that they w ere m isquoting Stephen’s words. Just as they 
tw isted the words o f Jesus Christ, they w ere tw isting the words o f 
H is servant Stephen. Stephen was accused o f preaching that Jesus was 
go ing to destroy the tem ple and alter the M osaic Law . The con
cluding verse in the chapter says that the Council, as they gazed  on 
Stephen’s face, saw Stephen’s face  as that o f an angel.

Please read the 7th chapter o f Acts. W e  w ill be seeing how  this 
man o f G od handled his defense before the Sanhcdrin. Th e  title of
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the next lesson w ill be “ Stephen G ives The Sanhedrin a H istory L es 
son.” Be w ith  us next time. Maranatha!

STUDIES ON PRAYER

Jesse Z. W ood

How is Your Prayer-Life?
H o w  would you grade yourself? W ou ld  you g ive  yourself a 

“h igh” or a “ low ” mark? D o  you thrill over joys received  from  the 
L o rd  because you brought your burdens and problem s to H im  in 
ferven t prayer? D id  you, in your earlier w alk  as a N e w  Believer, pray 
regularly and daily, but then, gradually began to slaken-off, until 
your prayer-life began to g ive  w ay to “ other activities” in the busy 
whirl o f things and events that really don’t satisfy the hungry heart?

I f  you have g iven  yourself a “minus” instead o f a “plus” grade, 
m ay I o ffer some suggestions that m ay help? (1*11 try )

First, may I ask, “W h ere ’s your B ible?” Is it on the shelf sand
w iched in between a “ lot o f other books?” H ave  you opened it, today, 
seeking com fort and guidance? D o you just “ flip it open,”  at ran
dom, and read a few  verses, just to try to satisfy your conscience, or 
have you sat down and read it, praying, first, for the L o rd  to g ive  you 
understanding and appreciation for what H e  has for you? D o  you 
becom e discouraged, thinking, “A W , I can’t make ‘heads or tails’ about 
what I ’m reading” , and then just close it  and put it back on the shelf? 
I rem ember that the inspired Apostle Paul, w rote to  the young student, 
T im othy, saying, “ Consider what I say; fo r the Lord  shall g ive  Thee 
understanding.”  (2  Tim . 2 :7 )

Secondly, do you go to where other Christians gather to share in 
the reading and study o f the word, together? B ib le study groups, 
commonly called “ Sunday-school”  can be o f great assistance in com
ing to a clearer understanding and appreciation o f G od ’s message for 
you. W ednesday even ing “ Prayer-M eetings” w here the B ib le is 
studied and discussed, can be most rewarding. Sunday night gather
ings w ith fe llow  Christians, add immeasurably to  your grow th both  in 
understanding and love for the Author o f the Book o f Books. Once I  
glanced into a friend ’s B ible and noted that PIc had written  on the fly
lea f the words: “W ith  love, from  G od” . Indeed, G od so loves us, 
that H e  has sent us a “Love-letter, saying, “ I  love you” ; and H e  so 
loves you and me, that H e  yearns to share, endless eternity w ith  us, in 
unspeakable Joys and Pleasures that only H e  is able and desirous of 
providing.

Rem em ber that there are two Beings com peting w ith each other 
for our attention and obedience. One, (th e  in fin itely grea ter) is our
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wonderfu l, lov in g  God. The other is G ods  enemy, Satan, (and  this is 
also our m iserable en em y). There is no one m ore determ ined to 
wreck our faith and love for G od than Satan. Satan does not love us, 
nor care for us. Rather, he knows that if  he can destroy our faith in 
our God, he can “break G od ’s heart.”  Oh, how  he tried to discourage 
our Lo rd  Jesus from  accom plishing our salvation! (see  Matt. 4:1-11). 
But, one Day, our G od w ill destroy him  “ for keeps”  ( Rev. 20 ). In  the 
m ea n w hile, Satan wins “ too many victories”—H e  is b linding the minds 
o f the “unbelieving”  (2  Cor. 4 :4 ). And  he is trying to keep you and me 
from  keep ing our eyes and ears attentively set on our “ Rock o f Ages”— 
the Lo rd  Jesus Christ!

I f  Satan can just keep us “out o f that Book,”  and “up, o ff our 
knees” praying to our God, robb ing us o f peace and joy, how  he must 
gloat and grin  w ith  satanic glee.

“ Seek ye out o f the Book o f Jehovah and read.”— ( Isaiah 34:16) 
“T h y  W ord  is a lamp unto m y feet, and a light unto m y path.” 
- (P s a lm  119:105)
“ I  w ill not forget T h y  W ord .” —(Psalm  119:16b)
M ay these three suggestions assist you in your determ ination to 

regain the joy  you  once had when you first “ fell in love” w ith your 
L o rd  Jesus:
1. D a ily  “ feed in g  on H is w ord .”—See Job 23:12b.
2. D a ily  prayer to our mutual Lord .”—I  Thess. 5:17.
3. Association w ith  fe llow -B elievers—Heb. 10:19-25.

Spiritual Renewal
Graham Scroggie

2 Corinthians  4:16-18 
This is a very  remarkable passage, and cannot be studied too 

carefu lly or too often. T lie  subject is Spiritual Renewal, and three 
things are said about it: the blessing o f it; the m ethod  o f it; and the 
cond ition  o f it.

Take a look at this as a whole, and then contemplate each part. 
The Blessing o f Spiritua l Renewal. “ Though our outward man 

is wasting away, our inw ard  (m a n ) is being renewed day by  day.” 
(v .  16)

T he M e th od  o f Spiritual Renewal. “ For the momentary lightness 
o f our affliction (tribu la tion ) is working-out for us an eternal w eigh t 
o f g lory beyond all comparison.”

The C ond ition  o f Sp iritua l Renewal. “ (S o  long as) w e  are not 
regard ing attentively the things that are seen, but the things not seen, 
fo r the things seen are transient, but the things not seen are eternal.

T H E  B L E S S IN G  O F  S F ’ R IT U A L  R E N E W A L  (v . 16)
It  is shown, first c f  all, that spiritual renewal is a great realitij. 

W hen  Paul speaks o f our two men, the ‘outward,’ and the ‘ inward,’ he 
does not mean the o ld ’ and the ‘new ,’ nor the ‘flesh’ and the ‘spirit,’ 
but the ‘ body’ and the ‘soul.’ T lie  ‘outward man’ is related to the seen
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and the temporal, and the ‘inward man,’ to the unseen and eternal. 
The form er is y ie ld ing to a gradual process o f decay, and soon must 
pass away; but the latter, the regenerate personality, is rising, through 
successive stages o f renewal, to yet higher life.

Our outward man is perishing, as w e all w ell know. W e  begin  to 
waste as soon as w e are born, and what w e  can best spare is the first 
to decay. This fact should never be forgotten, and should keep us 
humble. But so far as the Christian is concerned this is only a part 
o f the truth, and the least important part. W h ile  our outward man 
is perishing our inward man is b e in g  renewed, and the form er pro
motes the latter.

Bengel, near the end o f his course, said to a friend:

“W hen our spiritual lamp burns d im ly it is often because its w ick 
needs retrenching, and retrenchments are m ade from  time to time 
upon the outward man’ by sickness and affliction.”

The wearing down o f the body works (o r  should w o rk ) the up
bu ild ing o f the soul. W e  eat, and sleep, and work, yes, and decay, for 
the sake o f the soul. Physical waste may and should prom ote spiritual 
growth.

The next th ing w e are told is that spiritual renewal is a gradual 
process. A ll grow th is progressive, and the finer the organism, the 
longer the process.

It  is from  measure to measure: th irty-fold, sixty-fold, a hundred
fold. It is from  stage to stage: ‘first the blade, then the ear, and after 
that, the full corn in the ear. And it is from day to day. H o w  varied 
these are! There are great days, days o f decisive battles, days o f 
crisis in spirtual history, days o f triumph in Christian service, days of 
the right hand o f God upon us.

A  further thought is here, and it forms a climax: spiritual renewal 
is a glorious triumph·, ‘though . . .  yet.’ These words are o f frequent 
occurrence. ‘Though H e slay me, y e t w ill I trust H im .’ T h ou gh  he 
w ere  dead, vet shall he live.’ ‘Though now  w e see H im  not, yet 
believ ing w e rejoice.’ Though the fig tree blossom not, nor fruit be 
in the vines; though the flock shall be cut o ff from  the fold , and there 
be no herd in the stalls—yet w ill I  rejoice in the Lord.

In this w ay the inward defies the outward. But it also employs
it. A ll life  is fed  by death. “ Except a grain o f wheat fall into the
earth and die, ft  abideth by  itself alone; but if  it die, it beareth much 
fruit.” “ H e  saved others; and him self he cannot save.”

I f  the outward man did not perish, the inward man w ould not be 
renewed. The more the marble wastes, the m ore the statue grows.

And this further—just because tin' inward defies and employs the 
outward, it outlives it. Th e  body  is only the tent, but the soul is 
the tenant, and the tenant continues after the tent is blown down.

T H E  M E T H O D  O F  S P IR IT U A L  R E N E W A L  (v . 17)
Spiritual renewal is by affliction, from  which no Christian is

exempt. “ M any are the afflictions o f  the righeous.” “ I have refined
thee, but not w ith  silver. I have chosen thee in the furnace o f afflic-
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tion.”  Paul knew what he was talking about, fo r he was a great 
sufferer. Read 2 G o t . 4:7-11, and 11:23-28, and then hear this man 
say, “Our light affliction.”

N one of us can escape affliction, but it is terrib ly possible for us 
to miss its m eaning and benefits.

Affliction rightly borne is a converting energy—it worketh glory. 
The purpose o f affliction is to make a crown out o f a, cross. I t  is after 
w e have suffered awhile that we are m ade perfect. A ffliction is not 
an inevitable evil, after enduring which w e  shall be recompensed with 
glory, but, rather, it is the ladder up to glory.

L e t us remember, then, that the affliction which is preparing 
g lory for us, is also preparing us fo r glory.

The m ore spiritual w e becom e, the m ore shall w e  regard afflictions 
as both ‘ light’ and ‘mom entary’; the light producing weight, and the 
momentary, the eternal.

0  Joy, that seckcst me through pain,
1 cannot close my heart to Thee;
I clim b the rainbow through the rain,
And  feel the promise is not vain
That morn shall tearless be.
0  Cross, that liftest up m y head,
1 dare not ask to flv from Thee;
I lay in dust life ’s glory dead.
And from the ground there blossoms red
L ife  that shall endless be.

But our passage has one m ore thing to say, about

T H E  C O N D IT IO N  O F  S P IR IT U A L  R E N E W A L  (v . IS )

I t  is not a matter o f course that the afflicted are better for their 
painful experiences. M any, indeed, are the worse for them. A ffliction 
worketh g lory so long as w e do not fix our attention upon the seen, 
but upon the unseen.

T w o  sets o f objects are ever com peting for our attention; on the 
one hand, the tem poral and material, and, on the other hand, the eter
nal and spiritual; and to one or other o f these w e  must direct our 
attention.

W e  cannot concentrate on both these objects at the same time, 
for they exclude one another as objects o f devotion. The unregener- 
ate person regards attentively only the temporal and material, but 
every Christian should have as the objects o f his desire and devotion 
the eternal and spiritual.

E tern ity is not an extension o f time, but is now; and whether w e 
are look ing at things seen, or at things unseen. I f  w e  are looking at 
the w rong tiling, our outward man is perishing, and w e  are not being 
renewed; but if w ith the eyes o f faith and love w e are occupied in 
tim e w ith the eternal, and in the midst o f material things, w ith the 
spiritual, then what the text affirms is our experience, for w e  are carry
ing w ith  us a standard which dwindles the duration and lightens the 
pressure o f the most crushing sorrow, and turns every pain into gain, 
H ere lies the profoundest secret o f the Christian life.
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THANKSGIVING THOUGHTS
Trevor M abery

Thanksgiving appears between seasons as a holiday w ith  a m ood 
all its own.

“Thankgiving comes,”  observes E m ily  Dickinson, “ a little this 
side o f snow and that side o f haze.”

For m any o f us in our society, Thanksgiving is a happy time 
featuring footballs and butterballs—a w ord  applicable both to the 
consumed and the consumer. As w e sit as spectators in the w orld ’s 
events, however, our m ood tends to sadden. 'The recession lingers, and 
the peace weakens. Solzhenitsyn gives us a few  years at most before 
nuclear war.

Cronkite says, “ W e  exist in a leaderless w orld .” Israel’s Prim e 
M inister Begin once told the Knesset, “The ultimate answer to  the 
pressures o f our current situation is for the Messiah to come and rescue 
us.

W e  w ould do w ell to rem em ber Abraham  L incoln ’s words in his 
Thanksgiving Proclamation o f 1863.

W e  have been the recip ien ts o f the choicest bounties o f heaven; 
we have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity ; 
we have grow n in  numbers, wealth and pow er as no other nation  
has ever grow n.
B ut ice  have fo rgo tten  G od . W e  have fo rgo tten  the gracious 
hand w hich preserved us in  peace and m u ltip lied  and enriched  
and strengthened us. W e  have vainly im agined, in the d eceit
fulness o f our hearts, that a ll these blessings were p roduced  by 
some superior wisdom and v irtue o f  our own. In tox ica ted  with 
unbroken success, we have becom e too  self-sufficient to fee l the 
necessity o f redeem ing and preserving grace, too p roud  to pray to 
the G od  that made us.
M ay God g ive  us the grace and hum ility to heed these words and 

those o f the psalmist w ho said, “L e t us com e befo re  H is presence 
w ith  thanksgiving. L e t us shout joy fu lly  to H im  w ith psalms. For 
H e  is our God, and w e  are the peop le  o f H is pasture and the sheep of 
I lis  hand”  (Psa lm  95:2, 7 N A S B ).

As w e  rev iew  our blessings at this special tim e o f the year, friend
ships are rem em bered am ong the choicest o f them . . . and particularly 
friendship w ith  God, available because o f the death and resurrection 
o f Christ for us.

I f  you have not done so already, this Thanksgiving w ou ld be a 
perfect time to enter into G od ’s friendship by accepting I lis  offer o f the 
g ift o f eternal life. “ For God so loved  the w orld  that H e  gave His 
only begotten  Son, that whosoever believes in H im  shall not perish but 
have eternal life ”  (John 3 :16 ).

That’s an o ffer that deserves our acceptance and merits our grat
itude. As the B ib le says, “Thanks be unto G od for I l is  indescribable 
g ift”  (2  Corinthians 9 :15 ).
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GLEANINGS
Larry  M iles

A C T S : T I I E  G E N E S IS  O F  T I IE  N E W  T E S T A M E N T
N o w  what does that mean? W ell, Genesis means, “beginning.” 

That’s what the first book o f the B ib le is—a book o f beginnings. But 
the Book o f Acts also qualifies as a book o f beginnings. It  tells about 
the beginn ing o f the church, o f Christian bencvelance. It  relates 
about the first church hypocrites, the first church election, and the first 
Christian martyr. Th e  beginn ing o f the H o ly  Spirit confusion in the 
church is described. So is the- conversion o f the first Gentile, the send
ing o f the first missionaries, and the first great controversy in the 
church. Paul’s1 first work in Europe is explained in chapter 16, and 
elsewhere in the book w e get to m eet the first mixed-up preacher and 
the first church sleeper! W e  can also read about Paul’s first sermon 
before royalty and his first v iew  o f Rome.

—Tom  Thurman: Minister, Mason 
Church o f Christ in The C hron icle

T I I E  T A B L E  O F  T I I E  L O R D

C h ris t. . .  is sacrificed for us. (1  Cor. 5 :7 ).
Between creation and the incarnation o f Christ there is one small 

but important object, and altar o f sacrifice. Between the first com ing 
and the second com ing is another small object, the table o f the Lord .

The altar o f sacrifice refers back to the creation and the fa ll of 
man and forw ard  to the incarnation and the cross o f Christ. E very 
victim  that b led  upon the altar rem inded men o f their sin, o f Adam ’s 
fall, the disaster that overtook the race. I t  also poin ted forw ard  to the 
Lam b  o f G od  that was to take away the sin o f the world.

L ikew ise the table o f the Lord  has a double reference—backward 
to the cross, forw ard  to the com ing o f the Lord. E very  time w e  sit 
down at the L o rd ’s table the body and b lood o f our Lord , represented 
in the bread and the cup, point back to his cross and forw ard  to His 
second coming.

“As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
L o rd ’s death till H e  come.”

—A. T. Pierson in The A lliance Witness

P O E M : M A R A N -A T I IA  
Christians in olden times w ou ld  greet 
Each other w ith the w ord  so sweet,
W h ich  cheered them as they w ou ld  repeat- 

Maran-atha.
And w e today need it as w e ll :
Oh, w ay w e  to each other tell 
The joyous news like silvery bell- 

Maran-atha.
The days are darkening, chill and drear,
“T w ill calm our hearts and dry each tear,
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And  g ive  to us good hope and cheer- 
Maran-atha.

“T w ill lend new  vigor to our life ,
And  quicken us am id the strife,
M ake us w ith faith and courage rife- 

Maran-atha.
Behold, H e  cometh! Soon w e ’ll hear 
T h e  trumpet call so loud and clear,
A nd  w e  shall sec our Saviour dear,

Our Blessed Lord .
W e ’ll rise to m eet H im  in the air,
L ik e  H im , w e ’ll be so wondrous fair,
A nd  w ith  H im , too, forever there- 

So saith His W ord.
Oh! glorious hope, Oh! w atchw ord  grand,
Our com ing Lord  is now at hand!
H e ’ll gather all the ransomed band 

For whom  H e  died,
And p lace them where, in garments white,
T h ey ’ll shine in g lory pure and bright,
For everm ore in heavenly light,

Close by H is side.
Behold, H e  cometh! E very  day 
L e t  us walk softly, watch and pray,
Upon our hearts His prom ise stay- 

Maran-atha.
Then i f  the days should darker grow ,
W e  w ill not fear, but onward go,
Rejoicing, for w e  surely know- 

Maran-atha.
—Alan  E. Redpath

T H E  M IN D  O F  C H R IS T  
( A  study o f Phil. 2 )

1. Christ Jesus, the Son o f God, has a m ind, as God, to empty 
H im self, and, as man, to humble H im self, becom ing obed ient unto 
death, yea, the death o f the cross. Verses 5-11.

2. Paul, an apostle, manifested the m ind o f Christ in his willingness 
to b e  “ offered upon the sacrifice and service” o f the Philippian breth
ren’s' faith. Verse 17, IS.

3. T im othy, a preacher, had the m ind o f Christ. O f him, Paul 
said, “ For I  have no man likem inded, who w ill care truly for your 
state. For they all seek their own, not the things o f Jesus Christ.” 
Verses 20, 21.

4. Epaphroditus, a brother, had the m ind o f Christ. “ For the 
work o f Christ he came nigh unto death, hazarding his life  to supply 
that w hich was lacking in your service tow ard  me. Verses 25, 30.

The Son o f God, an apostle, a preacher, and a brother all bad 
the same sacrificial mind. M ost assuredly every  Christian is included 
in Paul’s admiomition to  have the mind o f Christ. —J. R. Clark

Until next time, M A R A N A T H A !
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MATTHEW:
Human Tradition vs Holy Scripture

S. L ew is  Johnson, Jr.

M atthew  15:1-20

The extensive healing m inistry o f the Lo rd  Jesus had now  come to 
the attention o f the leaders in Jerusalem, and it became necessary for 
them to do something drastic to stop the grow ing attraction o f the 
peop le to the prophet from  Nazareth.

T lie  attack against H im , therefore, becomes organized, vicious, 
and heated. Pharisees and scribes came up from  Jerusalem in order 
to find falut w ith H im  and his teaching. In  this w ay they hoped to 
destroy H is influence-

These hypcritical and offensive leaders soon find the issue they 
want. They  raise the question o f  cerem onial hand rinsing before 
meals, fo r it appears that the disciples d id  not honor such traditions o f 
the elders. Thus, the issue o f the traditions o f men versus the com 
mandments o f G od is raised, and the battle is joined. The conflict w ill 
persist am id deepening enm ity all the w ay to the crucifixion at Jeru
salem.

The present-day application o f the conflict is m anifold, because 
our age is characteristically an age o f religious externalism, filled as it 
is w ith church-going, sermon-listening, tithe-giving, choir-singing, can
dle-lighting, and other religious activities. One o f the older rabbis, 
Rabbi Nathan, once said, “ I f  the hypocrites w ere  d iv ided  into ten 
parts, nine w ou ld  b e  found in Jerusalem, and one in the w orld  beside.” 
Perhaps he was right, but the same thing could be said o f the Gentiles 
in many Protestant lands todav- Th e  traditions o f men have becom e 
m ore important than the W ord  o f God, and service o f God w ith the 
lips has taken precedence over the service o f the heart.

Ί Ί Ι Ε  Q U E S T IO N  R E G A R D IN G  T R A D IT IO N
The paragraph opens w ith the com ing o f the Pharisees and the 

scribes from  Jerusalem. F ind ing occasion fo r criticism, they say, “W h y  
do thy disciples transgress the traditions o f the elders? For they wash 
not their hands when they eat bread?” (1 5 :2 ).

N ow , it is true that the O ld  Testam ent contains a great deal o f 
instruction that concerned the washing and bathing o f the parts o f 
the body. For example, the people w ere to wash their garments b e 
fore the L o rd  descended upon M ount Sinai (c f. Exod. 19:10-11). 
T lie  priests w ere to bathe before perform ing various priestly duties 
(c f. L ev . 15:5-27; 16:26-28; 17:7, 8, 19), and Aaron and his sons w ere  
to wash their hands b e fo re  accom plishing their duties in the taber
nacle (c f. Exod. 30:17-21)· And, finally, under certain circumstances 
the L a w  prescribed hand-washing for the peop le in general, namely, 
when com ing in contact w ith  corpses and certain diseases (c f. Lev . 
15:11; Deut. 21 :6 ). Nowhere, however, is there any commandment
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that prescribed liand-washing fo r  even/one, n or in connection  w ith  
every m eal. The Pharisees, however, m ade this human injunction a 
matter o f strict emphasis (c f. M ark 7:3-4 ). Thus, they had added to 
the law  o f God laws o f men.

There was a great body o f teaching that had gradual!', been added 
to the teaching o f the L a w  o f Moses. I t  had to do w ith the applica
tion o f the L a w  to particular situations, and it contained exposition o f 
the important texts o f  the Law . This material called the Mishnah  
(from  a w ord  m eaning to repeat; the material was taught by  repeti
tion ). Since the Mishnah itself needed elucidation, commentaries on 
the Mishnah w ere written, called the Gem ara  ( from  a w ord  m eaning to 
c o m p le te ). F inally, rabbinical schools at Jerusalem and in Babylonia 
com bined the M ishnah and the Gemara, producing the Jerusalem and 
Babylonian Talmuds (from  a w ord  m eaning to  learn and to  tea ch ). 
T h e  Babylonian Talm ud is much larger and is considered m ore author
itative than the Jerusalem Talm ud. The result o f this w ork  aided 
in the transformation o f b ib lica l Judaism from  a system o f grace by  God 
to prepare for the com ing Messianic K ing, into a system o f lega lism, 
by which men gained m erit b e fo re  G od  b y  acts o f p ie ty  not prescribed 
b y  the W ord  o f God. Outward conform ity to the traditions o f men 
was substituted for inward glad obedience to H is word.

W e  m ay w onder h ow  it is possible for tradition to attain such a 
p lace among the peop le o f God, but it did, and it still does, as w e  shall 
see. Some o f the rabbis said, “The words of the elders are w eigh tier 
than the words o f the prophets.”  A nd  the Talm ud says that Moses 
received  the oral L a w  at Sinai and handed it on to men o f the Great 
Synagogue through Joshua, the elders, and the prophets- The men 
o f the synagogue com m anded three things, “ Be deliberate in judgment; 
raise up many disciples; and make a fence for the L aw .” Th e  fence 
consisted o f a vast number o f precepts and prohibitions to supplement 
and protect the w ritten  Law .

Some ridiculous ideas w ere  a llow ed to becom e a part o f the human 
tradition. For example, it was supposed that there was a demon b y  the 
name o f Shibta who “sits upon men’s hands during the night, and if  any 
person touches his food  w ith  unwashed hands, then that demon sits 
upon his food , and makes it dangerous.”

The traditions o f men becom e m ixed w ith  the commandments of 
God in every age. The p ity is that o ften  they are g iven  equal status 
w ith  the W ord  o f God by church dogma. The Council o f Trent 
claims fo r the Romish traditions that “ they are to be held  w ith the 
same pious affection and reverence” as the H o ly  Scriptures (sess- 4, 
deer. 1 ). T o  add traditions that come from  men to the holy W ord  of 
God, however, is like putting paint upon a diamond. M artin  Luther 
has compared the interpretation o f Scripture by tradition to the strain
ing o f m ilk through a coal sack.

T H E  R E T O R T  O F  O U R  L O R D

The accusation o f transgression (15 :3 -6 ). The rep ly of the Lord  
is designed to turn the tables on them. In  effect, H e  says “ M y  dis
ciples are transgressing, it is true, but they are not transgressing the 
W ord  o f God, only the traditions o f men· You are transgressing also,
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and your transgressions are against something infinitely m ore im por
tant, —the W ord  o f G od ." The “ye  also” refers to  the transgressing, 
o f which both are guilty. H is answer is an agressive attack. As 
Luther says, “ H e  answers their bolt w ith  a counterbolt!”

T o  illustrate His charge the Lo rd  refers to the commandment o f 
the D ecalogue to honor one’s father and mother (c f. Exod. 20:12), 
the fifth commandment, ft  is clear that to honor one’s parents in
vo lved  m ore than just respect; it invo lved  support o f them when they 
w ere in need- But the Pharisees and scribes had devised a w icked 
w ay b y  which children m ight avoid  g iv in g  them aid. I f  the parent 
expressed need for something possessed by  their children, all the 
children had to say was, “ I t ’s a gift,”  m eaning by that phrase that it is 
dedicated to God. L ie was, then, released from  the requirem ent o f 
honoring his parents by  g iv in g  them aid. O f course, the material 
things w ere not really g iven  to G od . They  w ere simply prom ised to 
H im . In the m eantim e he could keep them for himself.

One can then see w h y  the Lord  adds, “ Thus have ye  made the 
commandment o f G od o f none effect by your tradition” ( v . 6b ). 
Hendriksen adds, “That this was no exaggeration is clear from the 
passage in the Talm ud, 'T o  b e  against the words o f the scribes is m ore 
punishable than to  be against the w ord  o f the B ib le.’ ”

T h e  result o f this shuffling o f words was that one was bound by 
his words o f sacred dedication, irreverently and m alevolently offered, 
to w ithhold assistance from  his parents. H e  must keep his word, o f 
course. But, and this is the evil o f the tradition, he was not bound to 
fulfil his v ow  to G od and hand over the goods to the treasury o f the 
tem ple! One o f the o ld  students o f Judaism has written, “Lie was not 
at all bound by these words to dedicate his estate to sacred uses; but 
not to help  his father he was invio lab ly bound. O  E X C E L L E N T  
D O C T R IN E  A N D  C H A R IT Y !”

Th e  documentation from  the W ord  (15 :7 -9 ). W hen  people, under 
the guise o f p ie ty  and religion, teach others to evade the W ord  o f God, 
then they deserve the sharpest words o f condemnation for their hypoc
risy, and that is precisely what Jesus gives them· H e  cites Isaiah 29:13 
in the form  in w hich it is found in the Greek O ld  Testament, finding 
in the prophet’s judgm ent o f the nation in his day the same propen
sities fo r departure from  the W ord. They  regarded their outward form  
the L o rd  in the w ay that pleased them, not in the w ay in which 
H e  had prescribed in H is W ord . Th ey  regarded their outward form  
o f spirituality -as sufficient to please God, even though in the inner 
man they had not love for him. Thus, they w ere “hypocrites” (v . 7 ). 
And their worship was “ in vain” (v . 9 ),  that is futile· It  d id  not 
honor God, nor d id  it benefit them.

As M atthew  H enry put it, it was “ piety, but from  the teeth out
wards.”  One o f the older commentators said that the pow er o f 
petition is not found in the roo f o f the mouth, but in the root o f the 
heart. H e  referred to the same th ing that H enry did.

T I I E  A D M O N IT IO N  O F  T H E  L O R D  

The p rin c ip le  declared  (15:10-11). A fter the rebuke -of the Phar
isees and the scribes, the attention o f the Lord  is turned to the multi-
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tudes· H e  turns from  the critics, w ho w ere nearer H im , to the crowds 
and asks them to come closer. H e  fe lt that H e  had som ething o f 
importance to say to them, so H e  said, “ Hear, and understand”  (v .  10). 
I t  was something that had to do w ith  the very  essence o f spiritual 
truth.

In the earlier part o f the section the Pharisees had suggested by 
their remarks about the rinsing o f the hands b e fo re  eating that, i f  
ritual cleansing had not taken place, then defiled food  entered the 
eater. In other words, that which came from  outside defiled the man 
who ate. The Lo rd  contends for the opposite. It  is not that which 
goes into a man that defiles him, it is that which comes out o f the man. 
Defilem ent, therefore, comes from  the heart (c f. vv. 18-19).

T lie  L o rd  places the emphasis where it belongs. M oral defile
ment, not ceremonial defilement, is the important thing (c f · 5:3, 4, 6, 
17; 9:13; 12:7, 50 ). And, as far as the O ld  Testam ent ritual is con
cerned, even  there it was obedience from  the heart that really 
counted. Th e  outward ritual obedience was vain, i f  there was not 
obedience from  the heart.

W illiam  Hendriksen has suggested that there m ay be a w ord  here 
for the environmentalists, who warn, and justly, against air and water 
pollution. Perhaps mouth pollution and heart pollution is a m ore 
ominous peril.

The offence to the Pharisees (15 :12-14). A t this point the dis
ciples came to Jesus and asked, “ Knowest thou that the Pharisees w ere 
offended, after they heard this saying?” (v · 12). E viden tly  they refer 
not sim ply to the preced ing w ord  in verse eleven, but to the preceding 
section as a whole. The immaturity o f the disciples is seen here, for 
they seem to b e  o ffering Jesus advice, suggesting that it was not wise 
fo r  H im  to offend the Jewish leaders. I t  is a testimony to the boldness 
o f  the Lord  that H e  d id  not hestitate to do just that, i f  the testimony 
to the W o rd  o f G od dem anded it. The disciples w ere more concerned 
fo r  the feelings o f the leaders than they w ere  for the purity o f the 
W ord  o f God. Later, after the resurrection and the com ing o f the 
Spirit, they, too, shall act w ith the boldness o f the L o rd  Him self. 
Im m aturity shall be replaced by maturity.

The statement o f the Lord  in verse thirteen, “E very  plant, which 
m y heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up,”  is one of 
those strong statements o f the L o rd  Jesus that affirm H is b e lie f in the 
doctrine o f U N C O N D IT IO N A L  E L E C T IO N - The Father is pictured 
as planting a plant, a figure that refers to those who belong to Him, 
who are saved by H im , and who are kept saved by  H im . Those 
growths not planted b y  H im  shall be destroyed, that is, lost. W e 
are rem inded o f previous passages in the Gospel, such as those that 
re fer to the tares (c f. 13:25, 39; cf. 11:25-27). The figure, then, affirms 
that there are tw o  classes o f peop le and that the salvation o f some is 
o f the Lord.

In the fourteenth verse the Lo rd  Jesus warns the disciples against 
those whom  the Father has not planted, the Pharisees· Th e  warning 
itself is expressed bluntly, “ L e t them alone.”  One is rem inded of 
Hosea ’s great word, “ Ephraim  is jo ined to idols; (you , Judah) let him
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alone”  (4 :1 7 ). It  is -a call to S E P A R A T IO N  F R O M  E V IL  A N D  
E V IL  D O C T R IN E . Loya lty  to G od must not be compromised. T o l
erance may be high treason to the M ost H igh , so no com plicity w ith 
ev il can be allowed. Is this what Paul means when he writes, “ Re ye 
not unequally yoked together w ith unbelievers; for what fellowship 
hath righteousness w ith unrighteousness? And what communion hath 
ligh t w ith  darkness? And what concord hath Christ w ith  Belial? 
O r what part hath he that believeth  w ith  an in fided” (2  Cor. 6:14-15)? 
A t times, in order to preserve the purity o f the flock, it is better to 
“ thin the ranks” !

It  is the literal interpretation o f this word  o f counsel, “L e t them 
alone,”  that produced the Reformation.

The section concludes w ith  a judgm ent passed upon them, that is, 
the Pharisees. Th ey  are b lind leaders o f the blind. O n ly the blind 
fo llow  them, and both shall fa ll into the ditch.

The p rin c ip le  expla ined  (15:15-20). Jesus now received  a re
sponse from  the spokesman o f the T w e lve , the Apostle Peter· H e  asks 
for an explanation o f the aphorism o f verse eleven about defilement.

The reply o f the L o rd  contains, first o f all, a rebuke for their 
failure to grasp the significance o f H is saying about the preem inence 
o f moral defilem ent over ritual defilement. That the Pharisees should 
be b lind may b e  understandable, but that they, the disciples, should 
be w ithout understanding, that is surprising. C f. John 14:9.

Then, second, the Lo rd  Jesus points out that everyth ing that enters 
the mouth is u ltim ately elim inated from the body · M odern science 
can find nothing in our L o rd ’s statement to fault. The heart is not 
touched by foods, and the person, therefore, cannot be defiled by 
them. On the other hand, the words that fall from  man’s lips have 
their source in the heart, the core and center o f our being. I f  these are 
evil, they defile the man.

The point is m ade m ore strongly in verse nineteen. Jesus says, 
“ For out o f the heart proceed evil thoughts (c f · vv. 4 -6 !), murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.”  The de
praved  heart is the source o f evil, not human practices that touch the 
body only.

T lie  last verse o f the section concludes w ith an im plied  exhortation 
to pay  attention to the things that really matter rather that the ritual
istic trivialities o f the traditions o f men.

W e  should not close w ithout pointing out certain obvious truths 
in summary.

First, the Lo rd  stresses the sinfulness o f man-made traditions that 
are not anchored in the W o rd  o f God. T h ey  shift authority from  God 
to man· Th ey  exaggerate the human self and direct attention away 
from  God. A nd  they substitute stress on the hand for the heart. John 
F lave l once said, “H e  that pins his faith on another man’s sleeve knows 
not whither he w ill carry it.”

Second, that leads naturally to the obverse o f the preceding, 
namely, the supremacy o f the W ord  o f G od over the tradition (c f. 
vv. 3, 6 ).

Third, the passage has the greatest significance for the Christian
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church today, for it calls upon all who profess allegiance to Jesus 
Christ to test their doctrines and practices by the W ord  o f God·

W hat shall w e  say o f the Mass? The Confessional? Papal In fa lli
b ility? The Immaculate Conception? The Assumption o f M ary?

And what shall w e say o f Protestant e cclesiasticism? O f Lent? 
O f the tithe? O f the p ledge system? O f the altar call? O f the policy 
o f the great majority o f our churches? O f the nature o f the church 
m eeting?

It  is sickness o f the heart that leads to the stress upon the outward 
rather than upon the inward, that pays m ore attention to the words and 
taboos o f men than to the W ord  o f God. And it is blindness that fails 
to discern that the source o f ev il and defiling wickedness is not in the 
things that enter the mouth, or in outward practices, but in the heart. 
The heart! The heart! M ay God answer our prayer, “L e t M Y  
H E A R T  BE S O U N D  in  thy statues, that I  be not ashamed.”

O B IT U A R Y

SIST E R  E N A  C O V E Y  A L L E N

Portland Avenue Church lost one of its oldest members, in the hom e-going of 
Sister J. D. Allen, on September 30.

H aving had a short stay in a Louisville hospital in the treatment of a fractured  
shoulder joint, Sister A llen had gone to her daughter, Roberta’s home near Brook- 
ville, Indiana, to recuperate. W h ile  there, she developed other symptoms, and 
was taken to a local hospital, where she died of heart failure. Those at her 
bedside reported that she slipped away peacefully, during conversation, without 
a sound.

Surviving and honoring her are her four daughters, Roberta Kranz, Louise 
W ells, Allene Houtz, and Sara lean Browning, and three step-sons, Argyll, 
Winston, and Dennis Allen, together with 11 grandchildren and 16 great grand
children.

I recall that when Brother Tona Covey died in 1952, one missionary said that 
he was one of the “lights along the shore that never g row  dim .” W e ll said! And  
Sister Ena was part of that light, and hers has continued to shine until now. M ay  
the Lord  bless her memory to all of us w ho had the privilege of Christian fe llow 
ship with her.

—Robert Heid
» » » » * »

Brethren have been more than gen- some might be reading of the matter
erous with us in the matter of helping for the first time, w e  thought it good to
with medical expenses. In the same send this note.
day’s mail which brought the September W e  w ou ld  also like to use this means 
issue of W o rd  and W ork  we received to thank each individual and each
funds forw arded  by  the Southeast church which has so generously re-
Clm rch which totally met our obliga- sponded. W hatever weaknesses mav
tions. Since that issue carried a copy of exist among us, it cannot be said that
a letter they had sent out, w e  wanted there is not a great measure of love and
the readers of the magazine to know concern. W e  have been overwhelmed
that, barring some prolonged future by  the L o rd ’s goodness through His
need, w e  no longer required help. Be- people.
cause of the time lag  in the appear- Sincerely in Him,
anee of the news item and the fact that Carl &  Phyllis Kitzmiller
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