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A WONDERFUL YEAR AT 
PORTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Donald R ucker, Principal

I want to start by bragging a little bit on the seniors. We spent Thanks
giving weekend at White Mills Christian Camp near Elizabethtown. This 
weekend built upon what we did at our origi nal retreat in September. W e 
sang a lot of songs, shared testimonies, and had a very special communion 
service on Sunday morning. As a group, they really impress me as young 
people who are willing to let God work in their lives. I look forward with 
eager anticipation to the things that this class will accomplish in life. 12 of 
the 13 seniors were on the second grading period honor roll. That is 92%  of  
the class. The seniors who have taken the ACT so far this year have earned 
very respectable scores. Several have been contacted by colleges regarding 
scholarships.

Our school chorus continued the tradition of singing at the Thanksgiving 
service at Atherton High School on Thanksgiving morning In addition to the 
whole chorus singing, there was a presentation by a double quartet. This 
group was not originally organized by the chorus director, Phyllis Mullins, 
but was put together by the students themselves out of sheer love of singing. 
After the service, someone said that the chorus was the best she had heard at 
the Thanksgiving service in twenty years. As the chorus makes final prepara
tion for the trip to Louisiana, they will be available to sing in area churches on 
Sundays and Wednesdays during the month of March. If your church is inter
ested in having the chorus come and sing, contact Phyllis Mullins at the 
school.

The chorus did something a little different on the last day of school be
fore Christmas break. Traditionally, this is a day when not a lot of earnest 
school work is accomplished and most students try to persuade teachers to 
have a Christmas party. This year the chorus visited five area nursing homes 
during the day to share the spirit of Christ. The high school students not in 
chorus shared the spirit of Christ as well. While the chorus was away they 
spent the morning in the home ec room baking cookies and other goodies to 
take to The Lord’s Kitchen for the noon meal. They spent part of the day fix
ing and serving meals to disadvantaged families.

This is the 70th year of Portland Christian School’s operation. Our 
alumni banquet is a great opportunity to celebrate all the wonderful things the 
Lord has done and continues to do m the school. The banquet will be held in 
the school gym on Saturday, April 30, 1994. Why don’t you make it a point 
to be there, especially if you have missed the last several years? For informa
tion, call Rita Smallwood m the school office (778-6114).
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THEME:
HOW IMPORTANT IS THE  

HOLY SPIRIT?
A lex  V. W ilson

"Fan into fram e the g ift o f  G o d  which is in you  . . . "  2 Tim . 1:6

O ur them e two issues ago w as God ou r heavenly F A T H E R . Last 
m onth w e em phasized the hum anity and deity o f  Jesus C hrist His 
SO N . N ow  w e focus on the third m em ber or "person" o f  ou r great 
three-in-one L ord , T H E  H O L Y  S P IR IT . W e  last devoted an issue to 
the "Spirit o f  the Living G od" back in S e p t ‘ 8 9 . T here w ere articles 
about His personality,and also His m inistries as "p araclete" (cou n - 
selor/com forter/helper/friend/strengthener); His work o f producing  
wisdom  and Christlike ch aracter in us, His aiding us in ou r praying, 
and His im parting o f  boldness and abilities to us so w e m ay serve the 
L ord . H ow  essen tial He is fo r Christian life and service!

And y et num erous believers do not know  n or esteem  Him prop
erly , w hich results in inner w eakness and poverty . M ay God enlarge  
our know ledge, hunger, and exp erien ce o f  His Spirit. F o r, as Steve  
Green sings, " . . . I t ’s alw ays tim e for grow in g ,/W e need so m uch  
m o re/ O f the Spirit o f  the Lord . Y ou  can be as full as you w ant to b e ,/ 
Look inside you r heart and you will see/ All the places that you need 
to give to H im ." If you d on ’t believe that, then consider T im .

H ighly Privileged

W e read in A cts 16 how Paul reached L ystra  and found a young  
disciple nam ed T im othy. He was m uch esteem ed by the believers  
there, and Paul asked him to jo in  his m issionary team . O bviously Tim  
w as already converted to Christ, and thus b o r n  o f  the Spirit and ind
welt by the S p irit Doubtless he gave evidence o f  the fru it  o f  the 
Spirit—loving ch aracter—and had to som e exten t exercised  one o r m ore  
gifts o f  the Spirit in service. O therw ise the believers w ould not have  
recom m ended him nor Paul invited him .

H aving agreed to join  the Paul-and-Silas evangelistic team , appar
ently Tim  w as "ordained," ju st like the seven m en in A cts 6  w hom  the 
apostles appointed for special service to p oor C hristians. T his is m en 
tioned in 1 T im . 4 :1 4 ,  "D o n ’t neglect you r gift, w hich w as given you  
through a prophetic m essage when the body o f  elders laid their hands 
on you ." A lso  in 2 T im . 1:6 Paul refers to "the gift o f  God, w hich  is in
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you through the laying on o f my hands," presum ably on the sam e o c 
casion. What was this gift which Tim  received at that tim e? N ot the 
Holy Spirit him self, as in A cts 2 .3 8 ,  for he had received this at his 
conversion. And not the initial endow m ent o f  spiritual gifts either— 
"birthday presents" im parted to enable believers to serve Christ in 
some way—for every Christian receives that too when he is b orn  again. 
Peter tells ea ch  C hristian to use w hatever gift he has received (1 P e t  
4:10), no believers are have-nots when it com es to the gifts o f  the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 12:6; l C o r.1 2  7 ,1 1 ) .

In other words, at conversion God gives the new  Christian the 
Holy Spirit, and the H oly Spirit gives the new Christian som e endow 
ment so he/she can w ork for the Lord  (for exam p le, by teaching, help
ing or leading, e tc .) . But T im othy had been converted earlier, 
receiving his spiritual gift then. So w hat did he receive at his "ordina
tion" or appointm ent to Paul’ s team ? Probably either som e additional 
abilities, or some deepening o f  the gifts he already possessed.

Privileges b rin g  R esponsibilities

Now notice this. Scholars estim ate that approxim ately 18 years  
elapsed betw een T im ’s ca ll (A cts  16) and Paul’ s second letter to him . 
C onsider these facts: l)T im  had been a grow ing, strong Christian for  
2 0  years o r so before Paul w rote 2 T im . 1 :6  to him . 2)T im  had been 
appointed by God (through the elders and Paul) 18 years before this, 
and at that tim e w as given som e special "plus," som e additional gift to 
equip him fo r further service. 3 )  He had then lived, traveled, w orked, 
prayed and suffered alongside the great apostle Paul o ff  and on for all 
those years, he had heard his teaching, seen his m iracles, and joined  
in his prayin g. W h at fantastic privileges. 4)T im  had been a dedicated, 
faithful, useful assistant to Paul and servant to C hrist during that tim e. 
Paul wrote the Philippians, "I have no one else like T im othy, who 
takes a genuine interest in y ou ." (N otice 2 T im . 1 :3 -4  also.) He had 
taken advantage o f  his privileges w ithout w avering.

And yet . . .  and YET EVEN TIM O TH Y needed to be urged, 
"Fan into flame the gift o f  God which is in y o u "! If he needed to be 
thus exhorted, how much m ore you and I! Our G od-given abilities 
and endowments are like fire, w hich, left alone and untended, will die 
down and burn low. All fire, to continue burning, needs fuel and air, 
or it goes our at last So we m ust keep stoking it and poking it if  we  
want it to burn on. "God lights the fire within us," says John Stott, 
"but we must fuel it. There is a constant danger that the C hristian’ s in
ner fire will die down until there are only sm oldering em bers." So we 
must beware o f apathy, declining interest, decreasing zeal and fading 
love.
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T here is another danger to o . T here are people around us who  
w ant to put out ou r fire. It annoys them ! Paul goes on to mention  
"suffering for the gosp el," and the fact that he is a prisoner (he w as 
soon beheaded). So w e m ust look out not only for careless unconcern  
inside us, but for persecutions outside o f  us—tem pting us to sham e  
(v .8 )  and tim idity (7 ) . "Tim id T im othy" needed exhorting. Do w e?  
A re w e standing up for Jesu s? This w orld is full o f  firem en with hoses  
trying to put out the fire o f  our faith, love, hope and serv ice . L e t ’s not 
let them .

How T o  Keep the F lam e B u rn ing?

How can we fan into flam e the gift o f  God im parted by His Spirit? 
N otice the con text o f  2 T im . 1 :6 . 1) Exhortation. If Tim  did stir up 
the gift within him , it was at least partly because Paul urged him to. 
W e  too need to be stirred and warned by G od ’s w ord. Thus personal 
B ible study plus classes and serm ons are im portant. 2 ) R em em berin g . 
N ote verses 3 - 6 ,  "I constantly re m e m b e r. . .  recalling . . .  rem inded . . .  
I rem ind you ." W o w —God must realize how short our m em ories are. 
W e  need to recall w hat we learn through study, or else it soon evap o
rates. W e should remind ourselves o f  C hrist’s cross (v ia  the L o rd 's  
Supper, for instance). And we should review  G od ’s m ighty acts in 
church history and our own exp erien ces with the Lord .

3 )  Fellow ship : "I long to see you ," writes Paul (v .4 ) . W e too need 
each  other. One o f  the best and m ost natural m eans o f  exhorting and 
rem inding is fellow ship-groups. A small num ber o f  Christian friends 
m eeting regularly to share joys and bear burdens is invaluable. This is 
one o f  the Spirit’ s best tools. 4 ) Prayer. "I constantly rem em ber you  
in m y prayers" (v .3 ) . There is no higher privilege nor m ore binding 
duty.

M ay God help us to stir up the inner flam e He has given us, and 
not let ourselves bum  out. Using these four disciplines (and others 
to o ), w e can do so. For. "w e can be as full as we want to be."

A R E YOU H U N G RY ?
"It is not uncommon in any church to see one or two people who are 

ablaze for God, while the rest accept things rather calmly and without much 
interest. If these latter grow at all, it is doctrinal knowledge, not spiritual fer
vor.

It may be set down as an axiom that our spiritual condition perfectly 
corresponds to the intensity of our desire Each of us enjoys as much grace 
as he actually wants. Where there seems to be a discrepancy between what 
we possess and what we desire to possess, we may safely conclude that our 
desire is not as great as we had supposed. We want God, it is true, but we 
want something else more And we get what we w ant most." ‒ A . W. Tozer
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ONE OF THE CHURCH’S GREAT
NEEDS

[R. H. Boll was a longtime, outstanding editor o f this magazine. Tom 
Bradshaw' recently wrote a master’s thesis on Brother Boll. One section was 
on his beliefs, summarizing a number o f his views on important doctrines and 
practices. But as happens in thesis writing, Tom’s first draft was too long, so 
that section had to be eliminated. Here is the part about our theme fo r this 
month, the Holy Spirit.]

B rother Boll believed that the Holy Spirit is God living in m an, 
working in the body o f  Christ to accom plish His will on earth. M any  
in his day neglected to study and teach about the Holy Spirit. They  
claim ed that they could not understand what the Bible had to say about 
the Spirit. Boll wondered if "I c a n ’t understand" m eant "I c a n ’t be
lieve it, the w ay it stands."

Som e felt that concentrating on the teaching about the Spirit m ight 
lead one to excessive  em otionalism  or to a depreciation o f  the value o f  
the written word o f  G od. "These fears are groundless," w rote B oll, "in  
so far at least that a faithful study, accep tan ce and presentation o f  
G od ’s teaching on this subject can produce only good results." An  
honest study and application o f  what the Bible says about the Holy  
Spirit will lead to "a  larger faith, a stronger hope," and "m ore courage  
and reliance upon G od ;" and "your fidelity’ to the word o f  God will 
not be a whit abated."

So his counsel w as, "L e t us seek to understand all God would have  
us know about the Holy Spirit. It is one o f  the great needs o f  the 
church tod ay."

AN UNPUBLICIZED TOOL WHICH 
THE HOLY SPIRIT USES

. David R . Mains

The Bible m entions the con scien ce a great deal. Let me give you  
a few o f these references. Hebrews 9 :9  refers to the inadequacy o f  the 
Old T estam ent sacrifices which could not clear the con scien ce o f  the 
w orshiper. In 1 Peter 3 : 2 1 ,  baptism is seen not as a rem oval o f  dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear con scien ce. In 1 
Tim othy 1: 15.  Paul says that the aim o f our charge is love that issues 
from a pure heart and a clear con scien ce. In Rom ans we are urged to  
obey governing authorities, not only to avoid G od ’s wrath, but also for 
the sake o f  con scien ce . And there are m ore references.



C hrist, by the H oly Spirit, indwells every  believer, and He leads us 
in new directions. A s a C hristian, every tim e you step out o f line, it 
w ill be like a buzzer going o f f ... B Z Z Z . It goes off all the time when  
you first becom e a C hristian. A fter a while you begin to say , "T h is is 
getting very annoying. D on ’t I ever do anything righ t?" T h e truth is 
that you are finding out that there is an incredible difference betw een  
being a good A m erican  and being a good m em ber o f  the kingdom  o f  
God.

I w as in D enver right after the Billy Graham  crusade. T h ere  were  
num bers o f  con verts. Suppose one o f  those converts w orks in a fa c 
tory . He goes to work the n ext day and begins to talk about the bozo  
down the line that he d oesn ’t care for. A s soon as he starts to talk 
...B Z Z Z . Then he is very aw are that God is serious about his learning  
to love Him and other people. N ow  you can do w hat m any individuals 
do who have heard the Spirit o f  C hrist going B Z Z Z . T hey shut it off. 
It is an unw elcom e alarm clo ck . If  you silence that alarm o v er a pe
riod o f  tim e you end up in a very difficult position because now  you  
m ust be the one who is teaching you rself how  to walk the w ay o f  Je 
sus. Y o u  have taken one o f  His basic areas o f  teaching (through the 
co n scien ce) and said, "I do not ch oose to be obedient in that area ."

How  do I  know  that the B Z Z Z  is from G od? C annot the devil put 
the thought in m y mind too? It is not usually that hard to tell the dif
ference between when it is God and when it is the devil. If  you  hon
estly do not know w hether it is God or the devil, I say do not w orry  
about it.

L et m e give you som e o f  the nam es o f  the Spirit that w ill help you  
know when it is from God or when it is from the pretender. F o r e xam 
ple, He is called the "H oly Spirit." So if B Z Z Z  is in regard to a m atter 
o f  holiness, you ju st assum e that it is G od. The devil is not going to 
co rrect you in that area. I am glad , frankly, that God is graciou s to .us 
and does not say som ething to us in an audible v o ice—esp ecially  when  
w e are doing som ething w rong. How would you like to be sitting in a 
class and begin to think lustful thoughts and this great big v o ice  says, 
"R alp h , get the dirty thoughts out o f  you r m ind." T hankfully, God 
uses our con scien ce instead o f  speaking aloud.

A nother nam e o f  the Spirit in the Scripture is the "Spirit o f  T ruth ."  
If  you r life is anything at all like m ine, you will find Him again and 
again ham m ering at this area until you r w ords are p recisely so . I do 
not want to imply that I tell huge w hoppers, because I never w as very  
good at lying. But I w as quite adept at exaggerating and tw isting sto
ries so I would com e out looking a little better. N ow , as I h ave grow n  
in my walk with the Lord, I find when I do sense that B Z Z Z , I do not 
really question w hether it is God or the devil. I know it is G od.
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Let m e m ove from negative checks to w hat is m ore excitin g—the 
positive encouragem ent o f  the Holy Spirit. Y o u  have heard this 
phrase m any tim es; "the love o f  the Spirit." W hen you sense that you  
are prom pted to do a loving act on som eon e's behalf, you  know that 
did not com e from the devil. Just assum e that it cam e from G od.

A term that is synonym ous with the Holy Spirit is the "Spirit o f  
Jesu s." W ho is this Spirit who indwells us? It is the Spirit o f  Jesus. 
He cannot physically craw l inside o f  us and live out His life. B ut He 
literally com es inside o f  us by His Spirit—the Spirit o f  Jesu s. So when  
you sense that you are prom pted to do a Jesus-like act, then do it. Y ou  
becom e Jesu s' hands and feet, His tenderness, His graciou sn ess. A s
sume that the Lord is involved in w hat is going on. O ver a period o f  
tim e you will learn a great deal through trial and error in the Christian  
w alk. I am not saying trial and error in term s o f  w hether a com m and 
m ent is right or not—that is the objective W ord o f  G od. I am talking  
about the subjective areas related to you r con scien ce w here you are 
not sure w hether it is God or not. Y ou  try it and see w hat happens. Be  
responsive to the B Z Z Z  o f  you r con scien ce . Does that m ake sense? 
God does work that w ay. W e learn. W e never are p e rfe c t  W e are al
w ays a little confused. B ut the con scien ce is a wonderful tool when it 
is in sync with the spirit o f  Christ w ho created us and now  wants to  
live through us.

U nfortunately, a lot o f  people follow  a policy o f  not being obedi
ent to the con scien ce. I rem em ber a story I read by Dr. David  
M cK enna, president o f  A sbury Sem inary. In one o f  his books he told  
about the troubled soul w ho went for professional help. "W h at is you r  
problem ?" asked the cou nselor. "I do not have the will p ow er to resist 
tem ptation, and m y con scien ce is uneasy." "Y o u  would like to  
strengthen you r will pow er. Is that right?" the patient paused, 
dropped his head, and answered sheepishly, "N ot exactly . If  it is all 
right with you, I would like to have m y con scien ce w eakened." It is 
possible that you have been trying to becom e accustom ed to a troubled  
con scien ce. Y ou  would not state it out loud that w ay. B ut in practice  
that is w hat has been happening. If so, you are m issing one o f  the 
greatest jo y s you can know in the Christian w alk. T hat is the delight 
o f  enjoying the beauty o f  a clear con scien ce—day by day, hour by hour 
and m om ent by m om ent.

βCondensed from a chapel talk at Bryan College, Dayton Tenn.
avid R. Mains is the director of The Chapel of the Air, Wheaton, 

Illinois.]
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TONGUE-TIED PREACH ER
R . A . T orrey

I becam e a m inister o f  the gospel simply because I had to , or be 
forever lost. I do not mean that I  am saved by preaching the gosp el; I 
am saved simply on the ground o f  the atoning blood o f  Jesus Christ, 
and that alone. But my becom ing a Christian and accepting him as my 
Savior turned upon m y preaching the gospel

F o r several years I refused to com e out as a Christian because I 
w as unwilling to preach, and I felt that if I becam e a Christian I m ust 
preach. The night that I surrendered to God I did not say, "I will a c 
cept C hrist," or "I will give up m y sin s"; I said, "I will preach "

But i f  there was ever a man by natural temperament who was un
fitted  to p rea ch , it was I. I was an abnorm ally bashful boy, and a 
stranger could scarcely  speak to m e without m y blushing to the roots 
o f  m y hair. W hen I went away from hom e visiting with other m em 
bers o f  m y fam ily, I could not eat enough at the table I w as so fright
ened to be am ong strangers....Think o f  a man like that go in g  into the 
ministry.

Even after I was a student in Y ale , when I would go hom e on a v a 
cation and my m other would have callers and send for m e to com e in 
and m eet them , I could not say a w ord. A fter they w ere gone my 
m other would say to m e, "A rch ie, why didn't you say som ething to 
M rs. S. or M rs. D .?" and I would say, "W h y M other, I did ." And she 
would reply, "Y o u  did not utter a sound." I thought I did, but it would  
get no further than m y throat and stick there.

I was so bashful that I never even spoke in church prayer m eeting  
until after I entered seminary . Then I thought that if I w ere to be a 
p reacher I m ust at least be able to speak in my own church prayer 
m eeting. I m ade up m y mind that I w ould. I learned a piece by heart. 
I rem em ber som e o f  it to this day, but I think I forgot som e o f  it when  
I got up to speak that night. As soon as the m eeting w as open for par
ticipation, I grasped the back o f the seat in front o f  m e and pulled m y 
self up to m y feet and held on to it lest I should fall. One N iagara  
went rushing up one side and another down the other, and I trem 
blingly repeated as much o f  m y little piece as I could rem em b er, and 
then dropped back into the seat.

A t the close o f the m eeting a dear old Christian lady cam e to me 
and said, "O h, M r. T orrey, I want to thank you for what you said to 
night. It did m e so much good, you spoke with so m uch feeling."
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Feeling! The only feeling I  had w as that I w as scared nearly to death. 
Think o f  a  man like that g oin g  into the ministry.

My first years in the m inistry w ere torture. I com m itted m y ser
mons to m em ory, and then I stood up and twisted the top button o f  m y  
coat until I had twisted the serm on out. W hen I finished I dropped  
into the seat back o f  the pulpit with a great sense o f  relief that that was 
over for another w eek. But then the thought would at once take pos
session o f  m e, "W ell, you have got to begin tom orrow  m orning to get 
ready for n ext Sunday." Oh, w hat a torm ent life w as.

B ut a glad day cam e, a day when the thought took possession o f  
m e that when I stood up to p reach —though people saw m e, there was 
A nother whom  they did not see but who stood by m y side. All the re
sponsibility w as upon Him and all I had to do w as to let Him do the 
preaching. From  that day to this, preaching has been the jo y  o f  m y  
life. I ’d rather preach than eat.

Som etim es when I rise to preach, the thought o f  Him standing be
side m e able and willing to take charge o f  the whole m eeting and do 
w hatever needs to be done, has so filled m y heart with exultant jo y  
that I can scarcely  refrain form shouting.

[R . A . T orrey , 1 8 5 6 - 1 9 2 8 ,  w rote over 40  books, w as long associ
ated with M oody Bible Institute, and conducted a series o f  re
m arkable evangelistic cam paigns w orldw ide between 1 9 0 2 -1 9 0 6 .
The above article w as taken from a serm on on "T he Personality o f
the Holy Spirit." The follow ing is also by T orrey.

I  Use " I t ” or H E Use M e?

If we think o f the Holy Spirit only as an im personal pow er o r in
fluence, then our thought will constantly be, "H ow  can I get hold o f  
and use the Holy Spirit." B ut if we think o f Him in the biblical w ay as 
a divine Person, infinitely w ise, holy and tender, then our thought will 
constantly be, "H ow  can the Holy Spirit get hold o f  and use m e?" The  
form er conception leads to self-exaltation ; the latter to self-renuncia
tion.

If  we think o f  the Holy Spirit m erely as a divine pow er or influ
ence, and then im agine that we have received the Holy Spirit, there 
will be the tem ptation to feel as if we belonged to a superior order o f  
Christians. But if we think o f  the Holy Spirit in the biblical w ay as a 
divine Being o f  infinite m ajesty, condescending to dwell in our hearts, 
it will put us in the dust, and m ake us walk very softly before God.

M any can testify o f  the blessing that has com e into their lives 
from com ing to know the Holy Spirit as an ever-present, living friend 
and helper
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THOUGHT-PROVOKERS FROM  
HERE & THERE 
About the Holy Spirit

A gain and again, w e m ust g iv e  ourselves w hole-heartedly to the 
person o f  C hrist him self. T he Spirit is called the Holy  Spirit because  
he is. H e’s the consecrating  (h oly ) Spirit, sent not to focu s us on him 
se lf but to bring us into an exclu sive  allegiance to C hrist. S o , the m ore  
w e love C hrist, desiring every thing for C hrist—the m ore pow erfully  
the Spirit can  carry  out his own com m ission  am ong us. —D avid B ryan t 
in W orld Christian  m agazine

Is There a Short Circuit Somewhere?

Christianity com es with the batteries included. If  there is a pow er 
loss problem , it is not in the provision but in the faulty hookup and 
m ost probably in our pride. —Jim C arter o f  A tlanta, in the B rook val- 
ley Church bulletin

This is fo r YOU, fo r EVERY Believer

U nfortunately, m any o f  to d ay ’ s books about the Holy Spirit have 
high-lighted the experience o f  the Spirit’ s filling by centering their at
tention on evangelists and m inisters. This leaves the im pression that 
the filling o f  the Spirit is only for the few and m igh ty—not for the ev e
ryday believer. This w as true, to a degree, in the Old T estam en t, but 
not the N ew . The Spirit’s filling is available to the housew ife, the 
businessm an, the truck driver, the secretary , the physician, the student 
and the men and w om en on the assem bly lines o f  the factories. No  
one is excluded from this blessing, and every life can be a better one 
when it is lived in the pow er o f  the Holy Spirit. —Harold Lindsell, in 
The Holy Spirit in the Latter Days

G ifts from  the Holy S p irit

Everyon e has som e gift, therefore all should be en couraged.

No one has all gifts, therefore all should be hum ble.

A ll gifts are for the one B od y , therefore all should be h arm onious.

All gifts are from the Lord , therefore all should be contented .

A ll gifts depend on His fullness for pow er, therefore all should 
keep in close touch with Him . — A .T . Pierson

10



Seeking the Spirit's Fullness—and Finding

A dear sister said to m e on ce, "I am going to spend a w hole day  
praying for the Holy S p irit"  She w ent to a hut in a w ood, and she 
cam e back at night and said, "I have had a grand day, but I am a bit 
disappointed. I do not feel that I have m ore o f  the H oly Spirit now  
than I did."

"B u t,"  I said, "is Jesus m uch to y o u ?"

"O h ," she replied, "Jesu s never w as so precious as He is n ow ."

"W h y, m y dear w om an," I said, "that is the H oly Spirit, because  
He glorifies C hrist. W hen the Holy Spirit w orks m ost, you  do not 
think about the H oly Spirit, but you think about you r dear L o rd ."

—F. B. Meyer, The Christ-Life fo r My Life

"YOUR CHURCH DOESN’T 
BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT”

R oger W . T hom as

[This article First appeared in Christian Standard, the leading 
magazine among the "Conservative Christian Churches." They 
and the Churches of Christ are co-heirs of the "restoration 
movement," and what he says applies to at least some of us too. 
-A V W ]

"T h e Christian Church doesn’t believe in the H oly Spirit!" I ’ve  
heard that statem ent or ones sim ilar to it a num ber o f  tim es through  
the years. I ’ve probably even h alf believed it m yself.

I ’ve know n P entecostal brothers to level such an accusation pri
m arily because w e didn’t agree on every  interpretation o f  Scripture re
garding the w ork o f  the S p irit O ther charism atic-oriented  friends 
have queried m e about that because Christian Church preachers they  
knew didn’t talk m uch about the S p irit

M ore often than not, such a notion is expressed by Christians who  
have grow n up in a restoration m ovem en t tradition and have com e to  
feel betrayed because no one taught them about the continuing m inis
try o f  the Spirit o f  God in the life o f  the believer. W hen they d iscov
ered long overlooked sections o f  Scripture on their own or had them  
brought to their attention by som eone outside o f  their norm al circle o f
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C h ristian  a ss o c ia te s , th ey  righ tfu lly  began  to ask so m e  tou gh  q u es
tio n s. A n d  w h en  the an sw ers  seem ed  e v a siv e  o r  are  less than h elpful, 
th ey  often  co n clu d e d , "T h e  C hristian  C h u rch  d o e s n 't  b eliev e  in the  
H o ly  S p irit '"

An Undeserved C riticism

Is the ch a rg e  righ t o r  w ro n g ?  W h ile  I know  the critiq u e  is w ro n g , 
at least in the c irc le s  in w h ich  I h ave lived and w o rk e d , I also know  
th ere  are  so m e  te n d e n cie s  w ithin  the resto ra tio n  m o v e m e n t h e ritag e  
th at ca n  so m e tim e s  m ak e  su ch  a statem en t sound a lm o st b e lie v a b le .

F irs t, the resto ra tio n  m o v e m e n t w as b o r n  in the e m o tio n a lly  
ch a rg e d  a tm o sp h ere  o f  the fro n tier rev iv als  o f  the early  nin eteen th  
ce n tu ry . T o  co u n te r  the ab uses co m m o n  to such  an e n v iro n m e n t, early  
resto ra tio n  lead ers p reach ed  a ration al faith , g ro u n d ed  first in the  
te a ch in g  o f  th e B ib le , n ot the su b jectiv e  spiritual e x p e rie n c e s  o f  the  
b e lie v e r. S uch  an em p h asis  w as v alid  then and rem ain s v alid  to d a y . 
B u t it d oes lend itse lf  to e x a g g e ra tio n  and sterile  sch o la s tic ism .

A ls o , the resto ra tio n  m o v e m e n t has a lw a y s been v e ry  m u ch  a 
"g o sp e l"  en terp rise . Its p rim ary  g o al w as and is to  ca ll m en  and  
w o m en  to sav in g  faith  in Je su s . T h e p re a ch in g  o f  the d eath , b u rial and  
resu rre ctio n  o f  Je su s  b e ca m e  ce n tra l. In the early  y e a rs  "n o  c re e d  but 
C h ris t,"  w as an often  rep eated  c a ll . B ap tism  and the L o r d 's  S u p p er, 
the tw o m o st g o sp e l-o rie n te d  C hristian  a ctiv itie s  in th e N ew  T e s ta 
m e n t, q u ick ly  b e ca m e  the h allm ark s o f  the resto ra tio n  ch u rch e s .

T h is in ten tion al em p h asis on Jesu s co u ld , at tim es, sou nd  like the  
H oly  S pirit w as b ein g ig n o red . S o m etim es He w as! B u t m o re  o fte n , 
this ten d en cy  w as sim p ly  an ap p lication  o f  w h at Je su s  ta u g h t. "W h e n  
the C o u n se lo r c o m e s , ... he w ill testify  ab out m e " (Jo h n  1 5 :2 6 ) .

T h e U nrestored M ovem ent

O f co u rse , on the o th er side o f  the co in , so m e o f  the c ritic ism  is 
d e se rv e d . W e  h av e so m e tim e s "th row n  the baby o u t w ith  th e  bath  
w a te r ."  N o t w an tin g  to sound like o r be co n fu sed  w ith th o se  w e  c o n 
sid er in erro r ab out the w ork  o f  the S pirit, w e h ave so m e tim e s  sim p ly  
sid estep p ed  valid  te a ch in g s  o f  S crip tu re .

A t o th er tim e s, h u m a n ism —the first co u sin  o f  ra tio n a lis m ‒ h as  
ruled su p rem e. W e  h ave so e m p h asized  hum an  re sp o n sib ility  th a t w e  
h av e  so m e tim e s ign ored  d ivin e in itia tiv e . W h ile  p erh ap s u n d er
stan d ab le , such  a ten d en cy is d ead ly ! A n d  in e x cu sa b le ·

Two a re a s , in p a rticu la r, ca ll fo r ren ew ed  study and co n ce n tra tio n  
by th ose in the resto ra tio n  h e rita g e  the valid  ro le  o f  g ifts  o f  th e  S p irit
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and th e relatio n sh ip  o f  b elie v in g  p ra y e r  and h e a lin g . F o r  m a n y ,  
th o u g h  not all, C h ristian  C h u rch e s th ese  rem ain  tw o  u n resto red  d i
m e n sio n s o f  N ew  T e sta m e n t te a ch in g .

New Lessons from  Old Voices

O ne o f  the m o st help fu l e x p e rie n ce s  fo r  th is w rite r  h as b een  th e  
d isco v e ry  o f  a la rg e ly  u nknow n b o d y  o f  w ritten  m a te ria ls  on  th e  m in 
istry o f  th e H oly S p irit from  w ithin  th e  re sto ra tio n  tra d itio n .

T w e n ty  y e a rs  ag o  w hen I first b eg an  to  e x p lo re  th is  to p ic  w h ile  in 
se m in a ry , I b e ca m e  d isco u ra g e d  b y th e  lack  o f  h elp fu l m a te ria ls  in  
p rin t. T h e  library  I w a s  u sin g, a  g o o d  o n e , h ad  o n ly  a  h and fu l o f  
w o rk s  on the H o ly  S pirit in its c o lle c tio n . W o rk s  b y  re sto ra tio n  m o v e 
m e n t w riters  co u ld  be co u n ted  on th e  fin g ers o f  o n e  h an d . I c a m e  
c lo s e  to  co n clu d in g  th at w e  d id n ’t b e lie v e  in the S p ir i t

Y e a r s  la te r I d isco v e re d  a  v e rita b le  g o ld  m in e  o f  w ritten  m a te ria ls  
th a t had g o n e  la rg e ly  u n e x p lo re d . T h e  p rob lem  w a s th a t m o s t o f  th ese  
n e a rly  1 ,2 0 0  item s on  th e H oly  S p irit and H is w o rk  are  found in th e  
p e rio d ica ls  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t  O n ly  a  lim ited  a m o u n t is a v ailab le  in  
m o re  a cce ss ib le  b o o k  fo rm .

M y  read in g  in this treasu re  o f  b y g o n e  literatu re  b ro u g h t to  ligh t 
s o m e  in terestin g  in fo rm a tio n . N o t th e le a st o f  w h ich  w a s  a  co rre c tio n  
to  th e  m isgu id ed  b e lie f  th at the re sto ra tio n  m o v e m e n t n e v e r  had  a n y 
th in g  to  sa y  ab o u t th e  H oly  S p irit. It w a s in terestin g  also  to  n o te  th at 
th e  o ld  issu es and co n tro v e rs ie s  seld om  d ie . T h e y  sim p ly  return  in 
n ew  g a rb  and sligh tly  altered  fo rm s.

M u ch  c f  th e  litera tu re  o f  th e  1 8 0 0 ’ s d iscu ssed  th e  relation sh ip  o f  
th e  H o ly  S p irit to  c o n v e rs io n . W rite rs  and sch o la rs  d eb ated  w h e th e r  
th e  S p irit w o rk s in th e  sin n er and then in the C h ristian  ap art from  th e  
W o rd  o r  th ro u g h  th e W o rd  o n ly . T h is  issue re v o lv e d  around th e  
au th o rity  o f  the S crip tu re  and the e v e r  p resen t p lagu e o f  su b je ctiv ism .

In th e  1 9 7 0 ’ s , th e  a rtic le s  m o stly  w restled  w ith  th e  m ean in g  o f  th e  
"in d w e llin g  o f  th e  S p irit ,"  th e "b ap tism  o f  th e H oly  S p irit,"  and th e n a 
tu re  and e x te n t o f  th e  S p irit 's  g ifts . T h e se  issu es w e re  o b v io u sly  re 
lated  to  th e  th en  rap id ly  exp an d in g  ch a rism a tic  m o v e m e n t.

T h e  m o st in terestin g  p eriod  in th e literatu re  to o k  p la ce  b etw een  
th e  y e a rs  1 8 9 6  and 1 8 9 9 .  D u rin g this p eriod  the Christian Standard 
p ub lish ed  an a rtic le  a lm o st e v e ry  o th e r w eek  on th e ro le  o f  the S pirit. 
F ro m  D e ce m b e r 1 8 9 6  to  F eb ru a ry  1 8 9 9 , a p eriod  o f  tw e n ty -se v e n  
m o n th s, s ix ty -s ix  d ifferen t articles  a p p eared . M u ch  o f  the w ritin g  c e n 
tered  arou n d  a series o f  a rticle s  by W .A  O ld m an  and A .B .  Jo n e s .



A n  a rtic le  in th e  Christian Standard  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 2 , 1 8 9 6  (p . 
1 5 8 8 )  is ty p ica l o f  th e  p e rio d . In th e  p ie c e , Jo n e s  a c c u s e s  O ld m an  o f  
try in g  to  "re a so n  th e  H o ly  S pirit o u t o f  o u r re lig io n ."  H e  co n clu d e s  
his e ssa y  w ith  th e p o w erfu lly  w ord ed  c h a lle n g e  th at ig n ited  th e  c o n 
tro v e rsy  th at w ou ld  co n tin u e  in th e p a g e s  o f  the p e rio d ica l fo r  th e  n e x t  
tw o  y e a rs .

J o n e s ’ w o rd s are  as d eserv in g  o f  a tten tio n  n e a rly  a  ce n tu ry  la te r as  
th ey  w e re  th en . H e w ro te :

It is painful to know that a  large percen t o f  our p reach ers  have no 
apparent understanding or appreciation o f  this prominent New Testa
ment doctrine. They shy around a  passag e that has the words Spirit, 
spiritual and Holy Spirit in it, just as the average sectarian preach er  
shies around a  passage that has baptism in it. I f  we would save our 
churches from  the death o f  "natural causes," ...our preachers must 
give their attention m ore to this doctrine o f  the Holy Spirit. We can 
never have spiritual churches until we have a  spiritual ministry. When 
our p reach ers give as much attention to the doctrine o f  the Holy Spirit 
as they have given to the doctrine o f  baptism, we will m ore speedily  
and m ore effectively accom plish our mission as a  p eop le . No man can 
ever becom e and remain truly spiritual in his heart and life who de
nies the doctrine o f  the Holy Spirit.

In the d e ca d e s th at fo llo w ed  this p erio d  o f  in terest in the S pirit, the  
m o v e m e n t fell on hard tim es. D u rin g the e ra  o f  d eb ate  and d iv ision  in 
th e 1 9 2 0 ’ s and the y e a rs  that w ou ld  fo llo w , v e ry  little  w as p enn ed  in 
the p e rio d ica ls  ab ou t the H oly  S pirit. In the Christian Standard , fo r  
e x a m p le , 16 5  sep a ra te  articles  on th e H o ly  S pirit w e re  p u b lish ed  b e 
tw e e n  1 8 9 0  and 1 9 1 9 ,  m o st o f  th ese  w ith in  the sp a ce  o f  a  h a lf  dozen  
y e a rs  arou n d  the turn o f  the ce n tu ry . B y  co m p a ris o n , in th e s ix ty  
y e a rs  b etw een  1 9 2 0  and 1 9 8 0 , only 1 4 4  a rtic le s  w ou ld  ap p ear!

T h e re  is little w o n d er that a g e n e ra tio n  w ou ld  arise  th at w ould  
think th at the resto ra tio n  m o v e m e n t had little  to  sa y  a b o u t th e  H oly  
S p irit!

It is n ’t true th at th e C hristian  C h u rch  d o e s n ’t b e lie v e  in th e  H oly  
S p i r i t  B u t it is true th at w e h av e m u ch  to  learn  a b o u t th e  S p irit’ s 
p o w e r and p ro m ise . M u ch  o f  it w e  ca n  learn from  o u r  o w n  h is to ry . 
A n d  lik e it o r  n o t, so m e  o f  it w e can  learn  from  o u r c h a r is m a tic  and  
P e n te co sta l b ro th ers and sisters . W e  ca n  and m u st learn  th a t th e  sp iri
tu al life is im p o ssib le  w ith ou t spiritual p o w e r. W e  ca n  learn  th at the  
sam e p a ssa g e  th at te a ch e s  "bap tism  fo r  the re m issio n  o f  s in s"  also  
p ro m ise s  the "g ift o f  the H oly  S p irit ."  W e  ca n  learn  th at th e sam e  
L o rd  w h o  em p o w ered  and gu id ed  the ch u rch  o f  th e  N e w  T e sta m e n t  
ca n  and w ill g u id e th e ch u rch  o f  to d a y .
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T H E BAPTISM  IN TH E  
H O LY  SPIRIT

R o b e rt C . M cQ u ilk in

T h e essen tia l d o ctrin e  o f  m o st P e n te co sta l te a ch e rs  m a y  b e stated  
thus: T h e b aptism  o f  the H oly  S p irit is a  su p ern atu ral en d o w m e n t fo r  
w h ich  ea ch  C h ristian  should  se e k , an e x p e rie n c e  o f  b ein g  b o r n  o f  the  
S p irit w hen on e a cce p ts  C h rist as S a v io r . M o st P e n te co sta l te a ch e rs  
g iv e , as the seal o r  e v id e n ce  th at th is b aptism  h as been  re c e iv e d , the  
sp eak in g  in an unk n ow n  to n g u e . U su a lly  a d istin ction  is m a d e  b e 
tw een  sp eak in g  in to n g u es as a " g if t"  o f  the S p irit, re ferred  to  in 1 
C o rin th ian s 1 2 , and sp eak in g in to n g u es as th e "s e a l"  o f  th e  initial 
b ap tism . O n e m a y  be b ap tized  w ith  the S p irit, sp eak in g  in an u n 
know n  to n g u e , and y e t m a y  n o t h a v e  th e gift o f  sp eakin g in to n g u es  
and m a y  th e re a fte r  n e v e r sp eak  in to n g u e s .

T h e re  a re  a n u m b er o f  o th e r te a ch in g s  n o t u su ally  cla sse d  as "P e n -  
te c o s ta l"—o ften  th ey  are ca lle d  "H o lin e s s "‒ w h ich  hold  th a t th e  b ap 
tism  o f  th e H o ly  S p irit is an e x p e rie n c e  su b seq u en t to c o n v e rs io n , to  
b e so u g h t b y  e v e ry  C h ristian , but th at it is n o t e v id e n ce d  b y th e  sp e a k 
ing in to n g u e s . S o m e  te a ch  th at the b ap tism  is fo r  pow er in service , 
and the e v id e n ce  o f  it is n ew  p o w e r in so u l-w in n in g . O th ers te a ch  th at  
the baptism  is fo r  purity o f  heart, o r  h o lin e ss , and th at th e e v id e n ce  is 
so m e sp ecia l in w ard  "w itn e ss  o f  the S p irit,"  an  e m o tio n a l e x p e rie n c e  
o f  so m e  so rt, b ut n o t th e sp eak in g  in to n g u e s .

A t n o  p o in t is it m o re  n e ce ssa ry  to stick  c lo s e ly  to  th e W o rd  o f  
G od than in th ese  m atters  w h ere  v a ry in g  p erso n a l e x p e rie n ce s  are  in
v o lv e d . W e  w an t to  lo se  n o th in g  o f  this e a rn e st seek in g  fo r  the fu ll
n ess and p o w e r o f  the H o ly  S p irit, and a t the sa m e  tim e g iv e  S atan  no  
ad v an tag e  th ro u g h  w ro n g  te a ch in g .

H ave All C hristian s Been B ap tized ?

W h e n  w e  g o  to  the ep istles w e  are  m e t by th e startlin g  an d , to P e n 
te co sta l te a c h e rs , d isco n ce rtin g  fa c t , th at the b aptism  in th e S p irit is 
m en tion ed  d ire ctly  ju s t o n ce  in all the ep istles : " F o r  in o n e  S p irit w ere  
w e all b ap tized  into on e b o d y , w h e th e r Je w s  o r  G re e k s , w h e th e r bond  
o r fre e , and w e re  all m a d e  to drink o f  o n e S p irit"  (1 C o r. 1 2 :1 3 ,  A S V ).  
A nd in this p a ssa g e  the plain  te a ch in g  is th at every  C hristian  h as been  
baptized  in this w a y , thus cu ttin g  a cro ss  the ce n tra l id ea o f  the P e n te 
co s ta l te a ch in g  o f  to d a y .
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T o  read  the b ook s o f  P e n te co sta l w rite rs , and  o f  o th e rs  w h o  teach  
th e  baptism  o f  th e Spirit as a se co n d  w ork  o f  g ra c e , o n e  w ou ld  g a th e r  
th at th e su p rem e n eed  o f  C h ristian s is to seek  th e b aptism  o f  th e S pirit. 
A n d  if  th eir d o ctrin e  w ere  righ t, th at indeed w o u ld  be th e  su p rem e  
n e e d . B u t w h at shall w e say  o f  the N ew  T e sta m e n t e p is tle s , which 
contain not so much as a  single exhortation  to  C h ristia n s to  seek  the  
b aptism  o f  the S p irit?  P e n te co sta l te a ch e rs  a n sw e r b y  say in g  th at all 
th e C h ristian s o f  that day  w ere  b aptized  w ith th e  S p irit, and did  n ot 
n eed  to  be e x h o rte d  to  seek  it.

T w o  fa cts  should  safegu ard  C h ristian s from  m a k in g  su ch  a  su g 
g e stio n  as this in su pp ort o f  an y d o c trin e . T h e  first is th at N e w  T e s ta 
m e n t teach in g  fo r  the E a rly  C h u rch  is g iv en  by th e  H o ly  S p irit in su ch  
a w a y  that all the truth needed fo r  th e C h u rch  th ro u g h  its w h o le  h is
to ry  is in clu d ed . It is in co n ce iv a b le  th at G od sh ou ld  le a v e  n o t a line o f  
in stru ctio n  upon the m o st e ssen tia l truth n eed ed  by C h ristian s to d a y ; 
fo r  i f  the P e n te co sta l te a ch in g  ab ou t seek in g  the "b a p tism " is tru e , then  
it is the m o st v ital tea ch in g  to  be u rg ed  upon C h ristian s, as sa lv a tio n  is 
th e m o st v ita l truth fo r  the u n b eliev ers .

T h e  seco n d  w eak n ess o f  this su g g estio n  th at all in th e  a p o sto lic  
C h u rch  had re ce iv e d  th e "b a p tism ,"  m u st be seen  in th e  fa c t  th a t th ose  
ch u rch e s  w e re  filled  w ith ca rn a l and p o w e rle ss  m e m b e rs , C h ristian s  
w h o  w ere  as sp iritu ally  n eed y  as m an y  to d a y . T h e  letters  a re  full o f  
e a rn e st and often  h eartb rok en  e x h o rta tio n s  to h a v e  th em  g e t rig h t w ith  
G o d . T h e y  ce rta in ly  needed  so m e th in g . I f  th ey  all had th e  "b a p tism ,"  
w e  m u st co n clu d e  that this e x p e rie n c e  is o n e  th at le a v e s  m a n y  C h ris 
tian s sp iritu ally  p o o r in d eed, and g iv e s  no g u a ra n te e  th at its te a ch in g  
w ill so lv e  the need o f  the C h u rch . A s  o n e  e a rn e st C h ristian  testified  in 
a c o n fe re n ce  in w h ich  the w rite r w as sp eak in g  "I w a s  b o rn  a g a in  on  
su ch  a d ate , I w a s  en tirely  san ctifie d  on such  a d a te , b ut the trou b le  
w a s I did not h av e  v ic to ry  in m y life ."  In that co n fe re n c e  I had sp oken  
in a little  P e n te co sta l ch u rch , and o n e  after a n o th e r o f  th e m e m b e rs  
c a m e  w ith co n fe ssio n  o f  d e feat and d isco u ra g e m e n t and d e a d n e ss  o f  
sp iritu al life . W h a t w as I to  p reach  to th em ? N o t the "b a p tism " fo r  
th ey  all had it, and the "b a p tism " is so m eth in g  n o t to  be re p e a te d ; th ey  
h ad  all sp oken  in to n g u es and so m e  o f  them  h ad  th e  g if t  o f  to n g u e s  
a lo n g  w ith  th e ir  d ead n ess and d e fe a t. T h e  m a rv e lo u s  sp iritu al a w a k 
en in g  that som e  C h ristian s attrib u te to  th e ir  s p e c ia l e x p e rie n c e  o f  th e  
"b a p tism " is in d eed  a genuine and S p irit-g iv e n  e x p e rie n c e . B u t th ey  
a re  interpreting it wrongly and th u s sow  ing th e seed s o f  th is co n fu sio n  
and d efeat I h av e  found in se v e ra l P e n te co sta l c ir c le s  th at I h a v e  been  
in tou ch  w ith —and in sy m p a th e tic , n ot c r itic iz in g , to u ch .

O ne w riter, a friend w h o se  zeal fo r the L o rd  I c o v e t, e x p la in e d  1 
C o r. 12 13 by say in g  that th ere is a d istin ction  b etw een  b aptism  in the 
Spirit, referred  to in this p a ssa g e , and baptism  with the S p irit, m e n 
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tioned  in v e rse s  in A c ts . This e x p la n a tio n  h e  g a v e  w ith  th e  th o u g h t o f  
o v e rco m in g  th e  d ifficu lty  th at all C h ristia n s a re  th ere  sp ok en  o f  as  
baptized  in th e S p ir i t  B u t th e G reek  w o rd  f o r  " in "  and "w ith "  in th ese  
v erses h e quoted  is e x a c tly  th e sa m e  an d  th is  b it o f  in terp retatio n  is an  
e x a m p le  o f  w h at on e is d riven  to  w h en  h e b eg in s to  bend S crip tu re  to  
fit his e x p la n a tio n  o f  so m e  real and g lo rio u s  e x p e rie n ce  h e  h as h a d .*

Crisis o r P rocess?

T h e re  is o n e  g re a t cris is  tau g h t in S crip tu re , the cris is  o f  re g e n e ra 
tio n , p assin g  from  death  to  life , from  d ark n ess to  ligh t. T h e  n orm al 
life fo r  a C h ristian  is to g o  on in th e p o w e r o f  the S p irit, abiding in 
C h rist and g ro w in g  in g ra c e . B u t w h at o f  th e C hristian  w h o  is n o t d o 
ing this b ut is in stead  d efeated  and d issa tisfie d ? H e n eed s a c ris is . 
Not a  se co n d  w ork  o f  g ra c e , but getting back  to what he had, o r  en te r
ing into  th e realiza tio n  o f  w h at salv atio n  m e a n s .

A  d e a r friend o f  the w rite r ’s, fo rm e rly  a drunkard and o u tc a s t, w as  
ra ised  from  sp iritu al death  by C h rist. H e w a s  b o rn  o f  th e S p irit, filled  
w ith  the S p irit, b egan  w itn essin g  in th e  p o w e r o f  th e S p irit, lead in g  
o th ers to  C h ris t, filled  w ith  th e jo y  o f  th e  L o rd . A fte r  so m e  tim e  he  
g o t in to u ch  w ith  his old  ste p fa th e r, w h o  w a s  d eligh ted  w h en  h e  h eard  
the n ew s and w ro te  his son  so m eth in g  lik e th is : "N o w , so n , y o u  m u st 
n o t stop  w ith  b ein g ju s tifie d . Y o u  m u st p re ss  on  and seek  th e b aptism  
o f  th e H o ly  S p i r i t "  T h e  son  had n o t h eard  o f  this b e fo re , but i f  th ere  
w as so m e th in g  his L o rd  w an ted  him  to  h a v e , seek it h e m u s t  S o  he  
b egan  to  seek  fo r  the baptism  o f  th e  H o ly  S pirit. H e lo st his j o y  and  
p e a ce . H e lost his fe rv o r  in w itn essin g  to  C h rist. H e sp ent h is tim e  
p rayin g  and ag o n izin g  fo r  the b aptism  o f  th e S pirit. H e read  b o o k  a f
te r b o o k  on  the su b je ct. H e p ray ed  fo r  h o u rs , he b eat h is head  ag ain st  
the f lo o r , p lead in g  w ith  G od  fo r  this n ew  g ift . F o r  m o n th s this w en t 
o n , till h e fin ally  g o t re lie f  from  a su g g estio n  th at after p ray in g  fo r  the  
baptism  he should sim p ly  trust G od th at the an sw er had c o m e . F o rtu 
n ate ly  he had  n o t g o n e  so fa r as to in sist on  sp eak in g in to n g u es as the  
e v id e n ce  o f  th e b ap tism . S o  he y ie ld ed  and tru sted , and p e a ce  ca m e  
ag a in —a "n e w "e x p e rie n c e  w h ich  w as in e v e ry  w ay  ju s t  w h at the L o rd  
had g iv e n  him  w hen he tru sted  th e L o rd  Je su s  as h is S a v io r  from  sin !

God W ork s As W e P ray

I re ce n tly  had the p riv ile g e  o f  read in g  a  le tter from  a P e n te co sta l  
m issio n a ry  to  h er b ro th er. T h e  le tter w as fragran t w ith  lo v e  fo r  C h rist

*  Though M cQ uilkin w rote this article  before the rise o f  the C harism atic m ovem ent, 
a number of teach ers in the present m ovem ent ad v ocate  the idea m entioned above. 
E.g. H C Frost writes that at con version  "it is the Spirit that baptizes us into Christ 
(1 Cor 12 13)" w hereas "acco rd in t to John the B aptist. C hrist is to baptize the 
believer into the Holy Spirit (M att 3 11) "  But as M cQ uilkin observes the wording  
in the Greek does not support this distinction
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and fairly  g lo w e d  w ith zeal fo r sou ls and w ith  N ew  Testam ent fervor. 
S he told  so m eth in g  o f  the g lo rio u s  th in g s th at had c o m e  to her life 
th rou gh  th e "P e n te co s ta l b le ssin g s ,"  and real in d eed  w e re  her spiritual 
b lessin g s. T h e  le tter in cid en tally  told o f  h e r  g re a t jo y  in risin g  at four 
o ’c lo ck  ea ch  m o rn in g  b efo re  the ch ild ren  and o th ers w e re  a b o u t, and  
h old in g sw e e t co m m u n io n  w ith  h er L o rd  fo r  tw o  h o u rs o r  m o re .  
S m all w o n d e r that th is m issionary ' w en t forth  w ith lo v e  and p o w e r in 
so u l-w in n in g . W a s  it h e r P e n te co sta l e x p e rie n ce  and sp eak in g  in 
to n g u es th at w as the se cre t o f  this p o w e r?

I h av e  ju s t read  again  th at leaflet th at h as been  so  b le sse d ly  u sed  to  
stir C h ristian s to  a real p ra y e r life , "Is  P ra y e r  F u n d am en tal o r  S u p p le
m e n ta l? "  It tells o f  a m ission ary ' in In d ia liv in g  and w ork in g  in a m is 
sion station  d evoid  o f  p o w e r, w hen G od  ca lle d  h e r to b e lie v e  th at 
p ra y e r w as re a lly  h er c h ie f  b u sin ess. W h a t m ira c le s  fo llo w e d , w h at 
jo y  and p e a c e  and p o w e r in h e r ow n  s e rv ic e , and w h at re v iv a l in the  
sta tio n , w ith  h un d red s tu rn in g  to C h ris t w h e re  d o z e n s b elie v e d  b e fo re ! 
Y e t  th is m issio n a ry  n e v e r had any "P e n te c o s ta l b a p tism " n o r had she  
sp oken  in to n g u e s . G od  h on ors a y ield ed  life  th at lives by H is p o w e r, 
w h a te v e r e x p la n a tio n s  w e m a k e  o f  o u r ow n  e x p e rie n c e s .

A nother D anger

L e t us b e aw are  o f  a n o th e r p eril ju s t  as d ead ly  as th e d an g ers  a sso 
c ia te d  w ith  P e n te co sta l m o v e m e n ts . T h e re  is th e p o ssib ility  th at a  
dead "o r th o d o x y "  m a y  se lf-rig h te o u sly  co n d e m n  e x tre m e  and w ro n g  
"P e n te c o s ta l"  v ie w s , and  y e t  run to the o th e r d ead ly  e rro r  o f  natu ral 
w isd o m  and a fo rm  o f  g o d lin e ss  w ith o u t d iv in e p o w e r. Shall we not 
frankly recognize the fa c t  that the vast majority o f  church m em bers to
day n eed  something utterly different from  what they have? They need  
the supernatural pow er o f  the Spirit.

L e t us n o t lim it G od in H is w o rk in g , and let us not fail to  be read y  
fo r  n ew  and g re a t o u tp o u rin g s o f  the H o ly  S p irit in the c lo s in g  d ays o f  
this a g e . F o r  the d ays are  upon us w hen n oth in g w ill avail to  break  
th rou gh  the o v e rw h e lm in g  p o w e r o f  the en e m y  e x c e p t su p ern atu ral 
p o w e r b e y o n d  w h at m o st C h ristian s h a v e  k n ow n  an yth in g  ab o u t. B ut 
all o f  th is  h as n o  n e ce ssa ry  co n n e ctio n  w ith  a d o ctrin e  th at ev e ry  
C h ristian  should  seek  and e x p e rie n ce  o f  "th e  b ap tism  o f  th e S p irit,"  
look in g  fo r  a su p ern atu ral sign  like the sp eak in g  in to n g u e s .

Originally published in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES.
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H eroines of F aith :

OVER HALF A CENTURY OF 
MISSIONARY SERVICE

Betty R atliff Smith

D o llie  G arre tt p ro b ab ly  had so m e  in terestin g  th o u g h ts as  sh e re 
v ie w e d  th e  first 9 0  y e a rs  o f  h e r  life—cro ssin g  the A tla n tic  on  a  sm all  
c a rg o  ship th at o n ly  h ad  ro o m  fo r  12 p a sse n g e rs , se rv in g  as a m issio n 
ary  in A f r ic a  fo r  m an y  y e a rs  and m o v in g  to  W in c h e s te r  to  en jo y  h e r  
ch ild re n , g ra n d ch ild ren  and g re a t-g ra n d ch ild re n .

H e r p aren ts, the late  P erry  L e o n  and A n n a  A d a m so n , w e re  h o m e 
ste a d e rs  in W o o d s  C o u n ty , O K . H o w e v e r th ey  tra v e le d  to  K io w a , K S  
fo r  h e r  b irth  and a cco rd in g  to  M rs . G a rre tt, " I ’ v e  b een  tra v e lin g  e v e r  
s in c e ."

S h e re ca lle d  h o w  h e r m o th e r w o u ld  h arn ess h e r  and tie  her to a 
c lo th e s  line to  k eep  h e r fro m  w an d e rin g  o f f  and  h o w  sh e  attended 
sc h o o l in fo u r d iffe re n t p la c e s .

S h e m arried  S tan to n  D ew itt G a rre tt on June 2 0 ,1 9 2 6  in M orrilton, 
A R . H e r  h u sb an d , M rs . G a rre tt sa id , w a s  a  p rin te r by tra d e , so they 
m o v e d  to  S h e lb y v ille , IN w h ere  h e w o rk e d  fo r  a  n e w sp a p e r. He was a 
m issio n a ry  by c h o ic e  and w hen th e  op p o rtu n ity  a ro s e , the young fam 
ily —D o llie , D ew itt and tw o  so n s—left fo r  A fr ic a . It w a s  June, 1930 .

C e c il , w h o  n o w  resid es  a t 3 9 9  C o lle g e  S t ,W in c h e s te r , K y., was 
o n ly  n in e m o n th s o ld  w h en  th e  fa m ily  sailed  from  M o n tre a l, Canada 
on th e  sm all ship ca rry in g  C an ad ian  pin e to  C ap e  Tow n, South A frica. 
F iv e  p eo p le , the fo u r G a rre tts , and a m an  g o in g  to Sierra Leone, A f
r ic a , w ere  the o n ly  p asse n g e rs  on  the 3 0 -d a y  v o y a g e . C ecil, according 
to M rs . G arre tt, litera lly  c ra w le d  across th e  Atlantic O cean, since he 
had ju s t  rea ch e d  th e c ra w lin g  s ta g e .

A f te r  a sh o rt s tay  in C a p e  T o w n , th e  fa m ily  traveled to W uyu 
W u y u  to help w ith a new  m issio n  sta tio n  b efo re  tra v e lin g  to Salisbury, 
R h o d e sia . T h is tim e , th ey  w e re  a cco m p a n ie d  b y another son, Robert, 
b o rn M a y  2 1 ,  1 9 3 1 .

In addition  to  te a ch in g , D ew itt help ed  an o th e r m issio n a ry  build  a  
la rg e r  b rick  room  fo r  m e e tin g s so  th e c o n g re g a tio n  co u ld  m o v e  fro m  
the sm all co rru g a te d  steel ro o m  w h ich  w as v ery  u n co m fo rta b le , e sp e 
c ia lly  in the h o t w e a th e r .
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T h e  G a rre tts ’ f irs t d a u g h te r w a s  b o r n  M a rch  5 , 1 9 3 3 . T h e  fa m ily  
w a s  re ce iv in g  $ 6 0  a  m o n th  and had  to  p ay  ren t, w a te r , ligh ts and buy  
fu el fo r  th e w o o d  s to v e . T h e  A frica n  m en  w an ted  a  n igh t s c h o o l, so  
tw o  te a ch e rs  w e re  h ire d . D ew itt ta u g h t B ib le  and th e  te a ch e rs  tau g h t  
m a th  and E n g lish . F o r  S ix  y e a rs , h e co n d u cte d  sch o o l from  6  u ntil 9  
p .m . A  se co n d  d a u g h te r arrived  O c t. 6 ,  1 9 3 6 . In o rd e r to  a v o id  p a y 
in g  re n t, the G arre tts  b o rro w ed  m o n e y  and b o u g h t o n e  a c re  o f  lan d  at 
H igh lan d s and b uilt a  fo u r-ro o m  h o u se . T h e  fa m ily  m o v e d  in to  it in 
1 9 3 8  w ith  o n e  f lo o r  d o w n , and b e fo re  an y  w in d o w s o r  d o o rs  w e re  in 
sta lle d . T h e y  w e re  ad ded  as tim e and m o n e y  p erm itted .

T h e  fa m ily  retu rn ed  to  th e U n ited  S ta te s  and settled  in S e a r c y , A R  
w h e re  th e ch ild ren  w e re  en rolled  in sch o o l. D u e to  W o rld  W a r  II, th e  
fa m ily  co u ld  n o t retu rn  im m e d ia te ly  to  A f r ic a , so  D ew itt g o t  a  jo b  in 
th e  c o lle g e  p rin t sh op  and p re a ch e d  at d ifferen t lo ca tio n s  on  S u n d a y s. 
H e also  finished  h is B .A . D e g re e . T h e  third  d a u g h te r a rriv ed  S e p t. 1 4 ,  
1 9 4 2 .

In 1 9 4 6  th e  G arre tts  returned  to  A f r ic a , tak in g  o n e  son  and th ree  
d a u g h te rs  and le a v in g  tw o  in th e  U n ited  S ta te s  to  attend  c o lle g e . T h e y  
a lso  to o k  a  1 9 4 6  F o rd  and a sm all lu g g a g e  tra ile r . T h e y  a rriv e d  in 
S a lisb u ry  Ju ly  1 , 1 9 4 6  and b o u g h t th e ir  first re frig e ra to r  and e le c tr ic  
s to v e  as  w o o d  h ad  b e c o m e  v e ry  d ifficu lt to  o b tain  and v e ry  e x p e n s iv e .

In 1 9 5 3  D ew itt and D o llie  re tu rn ed  to  the U n ited  S ta te s  on  a  b r ie f  
sa b b a tica l, and  retu rn ed  to  A f r ic a  in 1 9 5 4 .  T h e ir  third  so n , R o b e rt, 
w e n t to  A f r ic a  in Ja n u a ry  1 9 6 0  to h elp  his fa th e r, tak in g  w ith  him  h is  
w ife  and th ree  ch ild re n . " B e f o r e , w e  co u ld  o n ly  e n jo y  o u r g ra n d c h il
d ren  th ro u g h  p ictu res  and le tters . N o w  w e  had  th em  w ith  u s . W h ile  in 
A f r ic a , R o b e rt’ s w ife , J o y , g a v e  birth  to  trip le ts .

D e w itt and D o llie  returned  o n c e  ag a in  to  th e  U n ited  S ta tes  in 
1 9 6 3 ,  trav elin g  a lo n e  fo r  the first tim e  and liv in g  a sh o rt tim e  in S e l-  
le rsb u rg , IN , b e fo re  th ey  returned  to  A fr ic a  in D e c e m b e r  1 9 6 4 .  D o llie  
re m e m b e rs  th e A rc a d ia  ch u rch  b u ild in g and th e  orp h an  h o m e  fo r  M u 
la tto  ch ild re n , d esig n ed  to hold  e ig h t b o y s  and e ig h t g irls  in ad d itio n  to  
D e w itt and  D o llie .

In Ja n u a ry  1 9 7 2  th e G arre tts  retu rn ed  to U n ited  S ta tes  as a  team  
f o r  th e last tim e . D ew itt died S e p t. 8 , 1 9 7 2 . D o llie  re ca lle d  h o w  sh e  
retu rn ed  to  A fr ic a  and th e sch o o l, and re m e m b e re d  th e m an y  frien d s  
sh e m a d e  alo n g  th e w a y  and the o b sta c le s  th ey  o v e rc a m e .

S h e  c a m e  b ack  to the U .S . in 1 9 8 2  to attend th e w ed d in g  o f  h er  
y o u n g e st d a u g h te r A n n a  M arie . It w a s  th e on ly  w ed d in g  o f  an y  o f  h er  
ch ild ren  th at she had been  able to a tten d . S he w en t b ack  to A f r ic a  fo r  
th e last tim e in Ju ly  1 9 8 3  and stay ed  until D e ce m b e r, 1 9 8 9 .
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N ow  she m ak es h er h o m e  w ith her son, Cecil, and his wife Betsy. 
T h e ch ild ren  she ca re d  fo r in the A rca d ia  C h ild re n ’ s Home keep in 
co n ta c t w ith  h e r by letters and p ictu res and althou gh  h er eyesight has 
failed , she has h er fam ily  to  read  to  h er. T o d a y  she is a member of the 
B e lm o n t C h u rch  o f  C h rist and k eep s busy in the k itch en  and with her 
cro ch e tin g .

A s she re v ie w e d  h er life on  A u g . 2 9 ,  her 9 0 th  birthday, she took 
co m fo rt in the fa c t that she and h er husband had  left a le g a cy  of serv
ice , to h e r co u n try , to th ose in A fric a  with whom she ca m e  in contact, 
to fam ily  and m o st o f  all to h e r G od .

A nd a cco rd in g  to D ollie , "I am look in g forw ard  to m y very  last 
jo u rn e y ."

W h o  co u ld  ask fo r m o re ?

(F ro m  the W inchester S u n , S e p te m b e r 2 2 , 1 9 9 3 )

V O IC E S  from  the F IE L D S
R o b e r t  L  G a r r e t t  P .O , B o x  3 0 ,  R u w a , Z im b a b w e
N o v e m b e r  6 ,  1 9 9 3

W e  had a v e ry  su cce ssfu l m e n 's  cam p  m eetin g  at R o ck w o o d  B ib le  
C am p  O cto b e r 1 6 -1 7 . T h ere  w e re  61 m en in a tten d an ce . On Satu rd ay  
w e had fo u r o n e -h o u r lesso n s in the m orn in g  and fou r o n e -h o u r les
son s in the a fte rn o o n . In stead  o f  havin g on e large  a ssem b ly  w e di
v id ed  the m en  into fou r c la sse s  to ro tate  th rou gh  the fo u r teach ers  
(B re th re n  M a c h a y a , C h iv e n g w a , K w en d a and G arre tt). So each  o f  the 
te a ch e rs  had to rep eat th eir lesson  fou r tim e s. H avin g sm aller grou p s  
helps m ak e the lesson s m o re  p e rso n a l. T h e ev en in g  m eetin g  w as tim e  
fo r q u estion s and d iscu ssio n . S u n d ay  m orn in g  w e had a 2 h ou r B ib le  
study and the n o rm al w orsh ip  se rv ice .

T h e m en  w e re  the first to en joy  the new ly co m p le te d  flo o r o f  the 
all-p u rp o se  b uild in g . P re v io u sly  it had been v e ry  rough c o n cre te  but 
n ow  it has been  g iv e n  a sm o o th  ce m e n t top p in g .

W e  h av e had to m a k e  se v e ra l quick  trips to South A frica  recen tly  
fo r c a r  p arts not ob tain ab le  in Z im b a b w e . T h re e  g e a r  b o xes  h ave b ro 
ken dow n in o n e  m o n th . W e  thank the L o rd  fo r B ro th e r Z ila w e  o f  the 
Z e n g e z a  co n g re g a tio n  w h o g iv e s  his lab o r to  help re p air o u r v e h icle s .
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W e  re q u est p ra y e r fo r an ab un d an t se a so n  o f  ra in . W e  thank G o d
th ey  h av e  begun on tim e —first w eek  o f  N o v e m b e r—and pray they will 
co n tin u e .

M a rk  A n d  C and y  G a rre tt  Q u ebec C ity , C anada
N ovem ber 2 0 ,1 9 9 3

C a n d y  and I ca n  see  the last leg  o f  o u r F re n ch  stu d ies fa s t  ap 
p ro a ch in g . A f te r  e v alu atin g  o u r p ro g re ss , o u r  S IM  lan g u ag e  a d v iso rs  
re co m m e n d e d  th at w e  co n tin u e  in Q u eb ec a  sh o rt w h ile  in ’9 4 .  S o , a f
te r  C h ris tm a s  v is its  w ith  o u r fam ilies  in the U S , w e  plan to  retu rn  to  
Q u e b e c . A t L a v a l U n iv e rsity  w e  h ave learn ed  both  w ritten  and sp o 
ken  sty les o f  F re n c h . O u r g o a l in th e new  y e a r  is to  c o n c e n tra te  on  
flu e n cy  in spoken  F re n ch  to  m ak e  us m o re  e ffe c tiv e  w h en  w e  arriv e  in 
S e n e g a l. It w ill be o u r sprint to the finish  lin e . W e  w ill h ire  a tu to r  
and arra n g e  fo r  co n v e rsa tio n  p artn ers fo r  9  w e e k s . T a lk , ta lk , ta lk , 
talk  . . . .  T h is  m e a n s  w e w ill a rriv e  in S en eg al the third o r  fourth  
w e e k  in M a rch  w ith  ja w  fa tig u e  from  all that ta lk in g .

D u rin g  o u r m id -se m e ste r  b reak  w e trav eled  to  M a ssa ch u se tts  to  
m e e t w ith  S te v e  and B a rb a ra  V an n a h . S te v e  V an n ah  is o u r team  
le a d e r in S e n e g a l. T h e y  are b ack  in the U S  fo r a fu rlough  until n e x t  
su m m e r. W e  had a g re a t tim e o f  fello w sh ip  as th ey  sh ared  th e ir  in 
sig h ts in to  the w o rk  in S e n e g a l, and w e n ow  h a v e  a b e tte r p ictu re  o f  
h o w  w e w ill fit in.

T h e  team  u ses scrip tu re  so n g s as a k ey  te a ch in g  to o l, so  o u r m u si
c a l  ab ilities sh ould  be a h elp . W h e n  w e arriv e  in S en eg al o u r firs t task  
is to  learn  the W o lo f  la n g u a g e . H o w e v e r , sin ce  n o n -sto p  la n g u a g e  
learn in g  ca n  "m a k e  Ja c k  a dull b o y ,"  I ’ ll h av e  the o p p ortu n ity  to  assist  
p a rt-tim e  w ith  o u r read in g  ro o m  m in istry . M o st o f  the m en  w h o  in
q uire  at the read in g  ro o m  sp eak  F re n ch  as w ell as W o lo f , so  I should  
b e ab le  to  help  th ere .

O u r c la s s m a te s  h ere  at the u n iv ersity  co n tin u e  to g iv e  us o p p o rtu 
n ities  to  tell o f  the p o w e r o f  the G o sp e l. S o m e tim e s  o u r d iscu ssio n s  
b oth  in and ou tsid e  o f  c la ss  to u ch  on p ro b lem s th at o n ly  Je su s  can  
s o lv e . " A re  O u ija  b o ard s d a n g e ro u s?"  A re  p eo p le  w h o d o n ’t b e co m e  
C h ristia n s g o in g  to  H e ll?"  "W h y  are  th ere  p ro b le m s in the N orth  
A m e ric a n  fa m ily ? "  W h a t a p riv ile g e  to tell o f  C h r is t ’ s p o w e r!

A rsenio Eniego A ltad en a, C A , U .S.A . D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 3

T h e  L o rd  w illin g , at last I ’m returning to  the P h ilip p in es on  Ja n . 
2 9 th . In H is d ire c tio n , I ’ ll be v isitin g  first th e ch u rch e s  in San Jo s e ,
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and th en  M a n ila , B u la c a n , B a n ta n g a s , and B ic o l . [T h e se  la tter 3 are  
p ro v in ce s  in the P h ilip p in e s.—A V W ]

I w o u ld  like to  c o n ta c t  a m issio n a ry  team  w o rk in g  a m o n g  the 
M u slim s in M a n ila , m o stly  around the Q u iap o m o sq u e . A s the L o rd  
op en s the d o o r, I w o u ld  like also  to m a k e  a su rvey  in M uslim  areas o f  
sou th ern  M in d an ao .

M y s is te r  S en ia  w ro te  that the L o rd  is an sw erin g  o u r p ray ers  fo r  
re v iv a l in S an  Jo s e . P ra ise  H im !

R o b e rt S . Jo h n so n  C a ix a  Postal 1616  M ap u to , M ozam biqu e 
D ecem b er 1 5 ,1 9 9 3

W e  th an k  G od  th at the p e a ce  in M ozam b iq u e  is still h old in g ! T h e  
tro o p s o f  both  sid es are b eginning to turn in th eir g u n s to the U N  
fo rc e s . A n d  the rains are  still reg u lar! M alaria  has d im in ish ed . P ro 
g re ss  is b ein g m ad e  in the resto ratio n  o f  th is w a r to m  co u n try . T h ere  
is m o re  p o litica l, e c o n o m ic , and re lig io u s liberty .

W e  n ow  h av e  se v e n  student g ro u p s in seven  p ro v in ce s . T h e y  are  
all n e w , sm a ll and w e a k , but they are  th ere . T h e re  are so m e  in d ivid u 
als w h o a re  stro n g  C h ristian s w ith a v is io n . O u r latest e n d e a v o r o f  e x 
p ansion  is to  o rg a n iz e  a g rou p  am o n g  g ra d u a te s . W e  o n ly  h av e tw o  
w h o h a v e  c o m e  th rou gh  the m o v e m e n t, but th ere are  se v e ra l p ro fe s 
sio n als  w h o are C h ristian s w ith in terest in stu d en t w o rk , m o stly  o f  the  
te a ch in g  p ro fe ssio n .

W e  p ra ise  the L o rd  th at o u r student m o v e m e n t is n ow  reg istered  
w ith  th e  M in istry  o f  Ju s tic e . W e  h av e  ce a se d  to be c la n d e stin e . O u r  
reg istra tio n  c e rtif ic a te  w ill help ap p ease  sch o o l ad m in istra to rs w h o  
m a y  be re lu cta n t to let us co n d u ct a ctiv itie s  on ca m p u s.

It se e m s th at o u r day to day is v e ry  hurried and I o ften  w o n d e r  
w h at is rea lly  b ein g a cco m p lish e d . I ’m su re you  k n ow  the feelin g . 
I ’v e  been  hurrying fo r  th ree  y e a rs  in M o zam b iq u e . A s I look  b a ck , I re 
alize  th at in sp ite  o f  all o f  m y  h u rried n ess, the L o rd  has m ad e  H is p re s
e n ce  se e n . T h en  w e w ere  a sin gle g rou p  in the cap ita l c ity  o f  M ap u to , 
n ow  w e  a re  e ig h t stu d en t and g rad u ate  g ro u p s n atio n w id e .
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QUESTIONS ASKED OF US
C a rl K itz m ille r

At what age should a child be encouraged to turn to the L ord?

T h e w ord  o f  G od  d oes n o t a lw ay s g iv e  us so m e o f  the specific an
sw ers  w e se e k . O r, so m e tim e s  it d oes n o t p ro v id e  th e sp e c ific  detail 
th at w e w ou ld  lik e . W e  are  told  h ow  p eo p le  ca n  b e co m e  Christians 
and o f  the u n iv ersal need  o f  m an  the sin n er. T h is is largely  a matter o f  
b eliev in g  and a cce p tin g  w h at G od has said . B u t w h en  is a c h ild ’ s c o n 
v ersio n  a true a c t o f  faith in C h rist so  th at th ere is new  life , and w h en  
is it m erely  a f ic tio n , o r  even  an in ocu lation  ag ain st a new  life?

L e t it be said that th ere is need  for a m e a su re  o f  w isd om  in try in g  
to re a ch  anyone fo r the L o rd . E v e n  in d ealin g  w ith ad u lts, it is p o ss i
ble fo r us to p ressu re  so m e  p eo p le  into b eing baptized  w hen th ey  are  
n ot read y  fo r  it. T h e re  is no c o n v e rs io n —o n ly  a s ta tis tic , an o th er  
"n o tch "  on s o m e o n e ’ s co u n tin g  stick , an oth er p o w e rle ss  "C h ris tia n ."  
O f  co u rse  th ere is an u rg e n cy  w e m u st not lo se . O f  co u rse  w e do n ot 
w an t to let p eo p le  put o f f  a d e cisio n  they are  read y  fo r  if  w e ca n  help  
th em  rea liz e  th eir n eed . B u t it is the in d iv id u al’ s faith , n ot o u r o w n , 
w h ich  m u st m o tiv a te  the a c tio n . W e  w h o k n ow  the L o rd  and the  
b lessin g s o f  sins fo rg iv en  w ou ld  b eliev e  fo r  e v e ry o n e  in the w o rld , if  
w e co u ld ! B u t w e  ca n n o t! In so m e re sp e cts  salv atio n  is a very' p e r
son al m atter and any attem p t on o u r part to m ak e it o th e rw ise  is to  d e 
stro y  it. P re a ch e rs  need  a m e a su re  o f  w isdom  that they do n o t, v ia  
o ra to ry , p resen t a strong e m o tio n a l ap peal, o r  in so m e  o th e r w a y  ca u se  
p eop le  to resp on d  w h en  it is n o t the Spirit o f  G od w h o is co n v ic tin g  o f  
sin and b egettin g  new  life . A ll o f  us need to ca re fu l th at w e do n o t u n 
d uly in flu en ce  the a ctio n s o f  o th e rs  so that th ey  are really  try in g  to  
p lease  u s.

C o m m u n ica tio n  and m eth o d s o f  gettin g  resp o n se  from  p e o p le  are  
to d ay  o rg a n iz e d  field s o f  stu d y , the u se o f  w h ich  in re a ch in g  p eo p le  
fo r  th e L o rd  m a y  be o v e rd o n e . A  salesm an  m ay  be so p e rsu a siv e  th at 
so m e  p eo p le  buy th at v acu u m  c le a n e r , on ly  to  re g re t it the n e x t  d ay  
w h en  th ey  w eigh  e v e ry th in g  in th e ligh t o f  sa n e r re a so n in g . O u r g o v 
e rn m e n t, aw a re  o f  this w eak n ess  in so m e and o f  the p o w e r o f  p e rsu a 
sio n , n o w  in sists that th ere  m u st be a tim e  d urin g w h ich  th e c o n tra c t  
ca n  b e leg ally  ca n ce lle d . M en m a y  h and le the g o sp e l afte r the fash io n  
o f  th e h ig h -p re ssu re  sa le sm a n , so  that the fo rm a litie s  are c a rr ie d  ou t 
and a "s a le "  is rep orted  but ab ou t the on ly  birth  is a stillb orn  o n e . 
C h ristian s a re  n o t ju s t  sa lesm en  and the g o sp e l is not m e rch a n d ise . 
S a lv a tio n  d eals  w ith  the h eart, the inner b ein g . G od uses h u m an  v e s 
sels  for carrying H is m e s s a g e , but life is from  H im , and th ere  is no  
n ew  life until the S pirit of G od  e ffe c ts  it. S o  w e re p e a t, ev en  in d e a l-
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m g w ith  ad ults w e need  a m e a su re  o f  d iv ine  w isd om  so  th at w e  m ay  
be G o d ’s in stru m en ts fo r  tru e co n v e rs io n  ra th e r than p ed d lers o f  re lig 
ion. Paul told  the C orin th ian s th at h is m e th o d  w ith  them  w a s  su ch  that 
th eir "faith  should n o t stand in the w isd o m  o f  m en but in th e p o w e r o f  
G od " (1 C o r . 2 :1 - 5 ) .  

S in ce  im p ro p erly  m o tiv ated  a ctio n s ca n  b e ob tain ed  from  ad ults, it 
is ev id en t th at th ey  can  be ob tain ed  fro m  ch ild ren  m o re  e a s ily . C h il
dren are  o ften  e a g e r to p lease  th eir p aren ts , th e ir  te a ch e rs , o r  a  "h e ro "  
they m a y  h av e  estab lish ed . B e lie f  in so m e  hum an m ay  be m istak en  
fo r b e lie f  in th e L o rd  o r  in H is w o rd . It is n o t n e ce ssa rily  a  m ark  o f  a 
g o o d  S u n d ay  S ch o o l te a c h e r  that sev eral sm all ch ild ren  in his o r  h er  
c la ss  are  all u p set and w an t to  be b ap tized , ev en  h avin g  bad d ream s at 
n igh t fro m  fe a r  th at th ey  m ig h t g o  to  h ell. A n y o n e  ca n  do th at, g iv en  
en ou gh  te a ch in g  o p p o rtu n ity . C h ild ren  are  easily  m olded  and ca n  be  
tau g h t fo r  e x a m p le , to say  "I lo v e  y o u ,"  lon g b efo re  th ey  h av e  m u ch  o f  
a c o n c e p t o f  w h at it really  m e a n s . It is n o t en ough  in sp iritu al m atters  
to deal w ith  e x te rn a ls . P a re n ts , te a ch e rs , an y o n e d ealin g w ith  ch ild ren  
should  seek  th e w isd om  o f  th e L o rd  in try in g  to  bring them  to sa lv a 
tio n , so  th at w h en  th e e ffo rt is m a d e  it w ill resu lt in g en u in e  c o n v e r
sio n , n o t so m e so o n -to -b e -fo rg o tte n  fa n ta sy .

A t w h at a g e  sh ould  this p ro ce ss  b e g in ?  In the sen se th at B ib le  
train in g is fo u n d atio n al, it should  b egin  ju s t  as soon  as the ch ild  ca n  
learn th e w o rd  o f  G o d . T im o th y , tau g h t by m o th e r and g ran d m o th e r, 
had k now n  the scrip tu res from  a b abe (2  T im . 1 :5 , 3 :1 5 ) .  B ib le  te a c h 
ing should b egin  quite e a rly . I am  p ersu ad ed  th ere  is valu e  in read in g  
the B ib le  to a ch ild  (in  ch ild -siz e d  d o se s ) ev en  b efo re  h e is able to  
co m p reh en d  m u ch  th at is re a d . T h e re  is m u ch  th at h e needs fo r  a 
fo u n d atio n  fo r  faith  b e fo re  the co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  sin and an in telligen t 
a w a re n e ss  o f  his n eed  o f  sa lv atio n  tak es p la ce . It seem s to m e  that 
w h en  a d iligen t and sen sib le  p ro g ram  o f  B ib le  study is fo llo w ed  the  
ch ild  arriv es at an a w a re n e ss  o f  his need  o f  sa lv atio n  w ith ou t som e  
sp ecia l e v a n g e lis tic  e ffo rt b ein g d ire cte d  at h im . A t th e righ t tim e, 
w hen he u nd erstan d s w h at it is to be a sin n er and w h at it m e a n s to  b e
lieve  on the L o rd  Je su s , h e w ill b e co m e  co n ce rn e d  ab out sa lv a tio n .

W h ile  B ib le  te a ch in g  sh ou ld  b eg in  quite e a rly , th is d o es  n o t m ean  
th at an e ffo rt to  g e t so m e  kind o f  p ro fessio n  o f  faith  o r  to  g e t  the ch ild  
b aptized  should b egin  q uite e a rly . I f  w e  are  a fte r re sp o n se s , so  w e  ca n  
rep o rt w h at g re a t soul w in n ers w e  are  and h o w  m an y  w e  h a v e  w o n  to  
the L o rd , then in d iscrim in ate  ch ild  ev a n g e lism  w ill be th e e a sie st w a y  
to g e t such  re su lts . B u t if  w e are  co n ce rn e d  ab out true co n v e rsio n , 
then w e w ill not try  to g e t the ch ild  to  a c c e p t the ex te rn a ls  o f  c o n v e r
sion until he is able to b e lie v e  and resp on d  in a truly scrip tu ral w a y .
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It w o u ld  b e n ic e  i f  w e  co u ld  set a  ce rta in  a g e  o f  a cco u n ta b ility  and  
as the a g e  fo r  g o sp e l re sp o n se , b ut th e L o rd  ju s t  h as n o t m a d e  it that 
sim p le . T h e  B ib le  n o w h e re  tells u s at w h at a g e  th e ch ild  is ab le  to  b e
lie v e . A  bit o f  re fle c tio n  w ill help  us u n d erstan d  w h y . C h ild ren  are  
n o t id en tica l g a d g e ts  all stam p ed  o u t o f  a m a n u fa ctu rin g  m a ch in e . 
T h e y  v a ry , both  in th e ir  ab ility  to k n ow  and in o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  d e v e l
o p m e n t. T h e  ch ild  w h o  h as g ro w n  up in B ib le  tra in in g  w ill likely  
h a v e  an a w a re n e ss  o f  sin and und erstan d  w h at it m e a n s  to  re p en t o f  sin  
and to  b e lie v e  on th e L o rd  m u ch  e a rlie r  th an  o n e  w h o  h a s  n e v e r  had  
an y  B ib le  tra in in g . S o m e  ch ild ren  a re  m u ch  q u ick e r th an  o th e rs  to  
g ra sp  an y kind o f  te a ch in g . T h e  ch ild  re a re d  in th e  C h ris tia n  h o m e  
and "in  the ch u rch "  is likely  to  u n d erstan d  w h a t b ein g  a  C h ristia n  is all 
ab o u t m u ch  so o n e r than  the o n e  w h o is b u sed  in to  th e  c h u rc h  fro m  an 
u n g o d ly  h o m e  and w h o se  re lig io u s te a ch in g  h a s  p ro b a b ly  b een  m o stly  
n e g a tiv e .

W e  w ill h av e  to  u se  so m e  sa n ctifie d  ju d g m e n t a b o u t h o w  fa r  o f  
h o w  fa st to  push b oth  ch ild ren  and ad u lts . W e  m u st n o t fa il o r  refu se  
to  a c t o u t o f  fe a r  th at w e  m igh t do th e  w ro n g  th in g  and w e  m u st n o t let 
z eal and en th u siasm , o r  even  y o u th fu l stu p id ity , c a u s e  u s to  "p u ll the  
p lu m s w h ile  th ey  are  still g re e n ."  N o t all o f  u s w ill b e  o f  th e  sa m e  
ju d g m e n t, fo r  a  v a rie ty  o f  re a so n s‒ o u r  o w n  e x p e rie n c e s , th e  in flu 
e n ce s  o f  re lig io u s te a ch in g  w e  m a y  h a v e  h ad , o u r o w n  m a tu rity  o r  im 
m a tu rity , e tc . A ll o f  us need  to  seek  th e  w isd o m  o f  G o d , h o w e v e r. 
P au l w a s  co n ce rn e d  th at he be a w ise  m a ste rb u ild e r. Y o u  and I need  
th at sa m e  c o n c e rn . W e  m u st n o t let o u r stan d ard s b e se t b y  th e w orld  
and its p h ilo so p h ie s . R a th e r they m u st be set by th e w o rd  o f  G od  and  
th e p rin cip les  th erein . W e  m u st be se rv a n ts  o f  G o d .

S o m e  reg a rd  a g e  tw e lv e  as the "a g e  o f  A c c o u n ta b ility ."  W e  h av e  
alread y  in d icated  th at th ere  is n oth in g in th e B ib le  w h ich  te a ch e s  this 
d ire c tly . P resu m ab ly  this a g e  w as ch o se n  b e ca u s e  at a g e  tw e lv e  J e w 
ish b o y s b e ca m e  resp o n sib le  fo r p ra ctic in g  the Je w ish  re lig io n , and  
m a y b e  b e ca u se  o f  the m en tion  o f  Je su s  in the tem p le  at a g e  tw e lv e . 
O r, m a y b e  in e x p e rie n c e , it w as d isco v e re d  that an a w a re n e ss  o f  sin 
and o f  n eed  se e m s to  c o m e  to  m an y  ch ild ren  at ab ou t th is a g e . I p e r
so n a lly  b elie v e  it is a m istak e  to  settle  on this as the a g e  o f  c o n c e rn . 
N e v e rth e le ss , in m y e x p e rie n c e , I find th at the a v e ra g e  ch ild  p ro b ab ly  
re a ch e s  a sta g e  o f  d ev e lo p m e n t alo n g  a b o u t th e  y e a rs  o f  ten  to tw e lv e  
w h ich  m a k e s it an id eal tim e fo r tu rn in g  to  the L o rd . I k n o w  th at 
m an y  resp on d  d uring th e se  y e a rs .

W e  do not p ra ctice  infant b ap tism , d e cla rin g  that faith is an e sse n 
tial p rereq u isite  to scrip tu ral b ap tism . It is! F o r  the sa m e  re a so n  w e  
m u st avoid  a to o -early  relig io u s resp o n se  and b ap tism . F a ith  in Je su s  
C h rist as the M essiah  o f  G od req u ires so m e  u n d erstan d in g , and a ctio n
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Continuing the Spiritual B attle

G LIM PS ES O F PER SEC U T IO N  
DURING 1993

Jan u ary

Saudi Arabia: A  co n v e rt from  Islam  to  C h ristian ity  is fou n d  gu ilty  
o f  in su lting  G od  and b eh ead ed , a cco rd in g  to  th e Saudi M in istry  o f  the  
In terio r.

M exico: V illa g e rs  d em o lish  a P ro te sta n t ch u rc h . S ev eral e v a n g e l
ists a re  in ju red  in b eatin gs and th ree  are  ja ile d .

Feb ru ary

Pakistan: C h a rg e s  are  b rou gh t again st a P ak istan i C h ristian , d e
m an d in g  h is e x e c u tio n  fo r  a lleg ed ly  d efam in g  th e p rop h et M o h a m 
m e d .

Iraq :  A  C h ristian  b o o k sto re  m a n a g e r  and his w ife  n a rro w ly  e sca p e  
in jury afte r a  b o m b  e x p lo d e s  o u tsid e  th eir h o m e .

M arch

India: A  g ro u p  o f  s ix  m issio n a rie s  are  se v e re ly  b eaten  and e x 
p elled  from  th e re g io n . T h ey  w e re  rep o rted ly  a tta ck e d  fo r  e v a n g e liz 
ing and d istrib u tin g  re lig io u s litera tu re .

China: A u th o ritie s  arrest m o re  than 9 0  C h ristian s in S h a a n x i  
P ro v in ce  as p art o f  a bru tal assau lt on fiv e  h o u se  ch u rch  m e m b e rs . 
O n e died  sh o rtly  after b ein g b eaten  by P u b lic  S e cu rity  B u re a u  o ff i
c e rs .

April

Egypt: E d u ca to rs  are  e n fo rcin g  an u n o fficia l p o licy  o f  se g re g a tio n  
a cco rd in g  to  re lig io u s b eliefs , and C h ristian  stu d en ts a re  re p o rte d ly  b e
ing b eaten  and ca lle d  "d e v ils ."

Russia: L e g is la to rs  h av e  fo rm e d  a co u n cil w h ich  p oten tially  co u ld  
re g u late  all re lig io u s  b od ies in R u ssia .

M ay

Saudi A rabia: T h e g o v e rn m e n t ab ru ptly  e x p e ls  an E g y p tia n  C h ris 
tian ca rp e n te r  w h o had been sen ten ced  to  sev en  y e a rs  in p rison  and  
1 ,0 0 0  lash es fo r a lleged ly  d efam in g  Islam .
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China: B ish o p  D in g , h ead  o f  the o ffic ia l T h re e -S e lf  C h u rch , d e
n o u n ce s  "a  w ind o f  o p p re ssio n " th at is d ire cte d  at ch u rch e s n atio n 
w id e .

Ju n e

Pakistan: A  te n -y e a r -o ld  b o y  and tw o  adults are  arrested  and 
ch a rg e d  w ith  b lasp h em in g  the p rop h et M o h a m m e d . I f  c o n v ic te d , th ey  
fa c e  the d eath  se n te n ce .

Egypt: S ta te  S ecu rity  P o lice  arrest th ree  A m e rica n s , an N e w  Z e a 
lan d er and an E g y p tia n  fo r  e v a n g e liz in g . T h e y  also  c o n fis c a te  large  
q uan tities o f  C h ristian  literatu re .

Ju ly

Russia: L e g is la to rs  v o te  to  re s tric t fo re ig n  m issio n  a c tiv itie s , but 
the bill is held  up by P resid en t B o ris  Y e lts in .

Sudan: G o v e rn m e n t se cu rity  fo rce s  a rrest a lead in g p a s to r  fo r  p ro 
v id in g  h u m an itarian  aid to  c iv ilia n s d isp laced  b y  the c iv il w a r . T h e  
U .S . S tate  D ep a rtm e n t a c c u s e s  the S ud an ese  g o v e rn m e n t o f  " a c c e le r 
ated  re lig io u s  p e rse cu tio n " in its d riv e  fo r Isla m iz a tio n .

August

South Africa: G u n m en  kill 11 in clu d in g  an O pen D o o rs v o lu n te e r, 
in an attack  on a South  A frica n  ch u rch .

Sudan: T h e  U .S . S tate  D ep artm en t co n firm s  in d epen d en t rep o rts  
th at th e Is la m ic  g o v e rn m e n t is rou n ding up n o n -M u slim s and e n sla v 
ing th e m , sen din g m a ssiv e  n u m b ers o f  w o m en  and ch ild ren  into b o n d 
a g e  in o th e r M u slim  co u n trie s .

Septem ber

Iran: R e p o rts  say  th at b eliev ers  are  su fferin g  from  system atic ', 
sta te -sp o n so re d  p erse cu tio n  in the c ity  o f  M ash ad , in clu d in g  arrest, 
to rtu re  and im p riso n m e n t o f  M u slim  co n v e rts  to C hristianity'.

Bulgaria: T h reaten ed  n ew  law s are plan ned  to  re s tric t th e a c tiv i
ties o f  n o n -O rth o d o x  ch u rch e s , in the w ak e  o f  a g ro w in g  a n ti-e v a n 
g e lic a l ca m p a ig n  and effo rts  to re s tric t the in flu x  o f  " s e c ts ."

O ctober

China: A u th o ritie s  in H en an  P ro v in ce  are  arrestin g  C h ristian s  
from  u n reg istered  ch u rch e s  and h eav ily  fining them  in o rd e r to p ay  for  
state  co n stru ctio n  p ro je cts .
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Egypt: A  lead in g Islam ic c le ric  an n o u n ces that an ap ostate  from  
Islam  should be killed  if  he d oes n ot rep en t, claim in g  that this is not a 
crim e b efo re  G od .

N ovem ber

Turkey: P rison  sen ten ces  are d em an d ed  for 14 Spanish tou rists  
w ho w e re  arrested  fo r sin gin g h ym n s and handing out p am p hlets in a 
public sq u are.

Pakistan: T h e S u p rem e C o u rt o ff ic ia lly  en d o rses the co n ce p t th at 
relig iou s freed o m  g u aran teed  by the con stitu tio n  is "su b je ct to Islam ic  
law " as the h ig h e r a u th o rity .

D ecem ber

T h e stru g g le  co n tin u e s .
—F ro m  O p en D o o rs News B rie f  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 3 —

W h y  C h ristian s  M eet‒ To W o rsh ip  o r  Edify
A .V .W .

A  b ro th er in C h rist w ho edits a p ap er in M issou ri and also su b 
scrib es  to W & W  asked m e to an sw er a q u estion . ( I ’ve n ev er m et this  
g e n tle m a n , in cid e n tly .) H e asks w h ere  in G o d 's  W o rd  are d iscip les  
ad vised  to m eet to g e th e r for worship? H e ag rees that R o m .1 2 :2  a d 
m o n ish es us to e n g a g e  in spiritual w o rsh ip , but b eliev es this refers  to  
ou r attitude w h ile e n g a g in g  in everyday  a c tiv itie s—d oin g all th in gs to  
the g lo ry  o f  G od (1 C o r. 1 0 :3 1 ) .  So it d oes not refer to "w o rsh ip  a s 
se m b lie s ."  On the o th e r hand, H eb . 1 0 :2 5  does re fe r to C hristian  
m e e tin g s , but o m its  m en tio n in g  w o rsh ip . R ath er it tells us to encour
age  on e an o th er. N o w h e re  are "w o rsh ip  se rv ice s "  m en tion ed  in the 
N T , and thus the idea is m erely  a h um an  tradition . "T h e  ‘w orship  
s e rv ic e ’ th eo ry  fits w ell with a c le rg y  sy s te m , but v e ry  p o o rly  w ith  
N T  C h ris tia n ity ,"  o u r b ro th er co n clu d e s .

1 had  h eard  su ch  id eas a few  tim es p re v io u sly , and w as alw ay s b e 
fuddled  b y th em . W h a t w ere  the q u estion ers g ettin g  at? W h a t’s so  
bad ab ou t w orsh ip  m e e tin g s?  T hen  it d aw n ed  on m e th at th ey  do not 
d esire  less w o rsh ip , but m o re ! T h e y  are again st re strictin g  it to c e r 
tain tim e s and certa in  p la ce s . M ike R o o t ’ s b o o k , S p ilt G r a p e  J u ic e ,  
puts it th is w a y :

When we think of worship, we should think of living for God and not have
mental pictures of buildings, reverent atmospheres, long faces and
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structured acts. Worship is synonymous with sacrifice, praise, obedience, and 
service . . .  We will have Sunday-only Christians as long as we have 
Sunday-only worship.

W e ll , am en  to  th a t id e a . It is v alid  and v alu ab le . H y m n w rite r  
W illiam  C o w p e r p ut it th is  w a y :

F o r Thou, within no walls confined,
Inhabitest the humble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where they com e,
And, going, take Thee to their home.

T h a t’ s w o rth  p o n d e rin g . In terestin g ly , th o u g h , th e  title  o f  his  
h ym n  is , " Je s u s , W h e r e ’ e r  T h y  P eop le  Meet," so in n o  w a y  w a s  he  
d o w n g rad in g  p u b lic  a sse m b lie s . N o r is m y c o rre s p o n d e n t

Je rry  D a n ie l’ s a rtic le  in a re ce n t I n te g r i ty  m a g a z in e  th ro w s ad d i
tion al ligh t on  the issu e . H e say s th at b efo re  1 9 7 0 , C h u rch e s o f  C h rist 
m o re  o r  less  assu m ed  th at the "p u rp o se  o f  th e a sse m b ly "  is p rim arily  
v e rtic a l—to fo cu s  on  w o rsh ip p in g  G od . In co n tra st, in re ce n t y e a rs  a 
n u m b e r o f  fo lk s h a v e  su pp orted  "th e  v iew  th at the asse m b ly  is d e 
sig n ed  ch ie fly  to  m e e t the need fo r e d ifica tio n . D raw in g  h e a v ily  on  
su ch  p a ssa g e s  as 1 C o r . 14 , it has been argu ed  that th e e n co u ra g e m e n t  
o f  fe llo w -C h ris tia n s , th e h o rizo n tal d im e n sio n , is a m o re  b a sic  g o a l fo r  
the p u b lic  a sse m b ly  than is p raise  o f  G o d , the v ertica l d im e n s io n ."

F ra n k ly , the solu tion  to this d isa g re e m e n t se e m s in cred ib ly  sim p le  
to  m e . I t ’ s a m a tte r o f  B O T H /A N D , n o t E I T H E R /O R . F o r  e x a m p le ,  
E p h .5 :1 9 -2 0  sa y s , "Speak to one another  [h o rizo n tal d im e n sio n ] w ith  
p salm s, h ym n s and sp iritu al so n g s. Sing and m ak e m u sic  in y o u r  h eart 
to the Lord, a lw ay s g iv in g  thanks to G od  [v e rtica l d im e n s io n ]."  O r  
tak e 1 C o r . 1 4 , the lo n g e st N T  p assag e  on ch u rch  m e e tin g s . T ru e , the  
m ain  th o u g h t is "e d ify /e d if ica tio n ."  T h e se  w o rd s a p p e a r se v e n  tim es  
(in  the G re e k ; so m e  E n g lish  tran sla tio n s use "s tre n g th e n " o r  "build  
u p "). B u t w h at w a s  in v o lv ed  in th ose  e d ifica tio n -m e e tin g s?  B e sid e s  
p ro p h e sy in g  and sp eak in g  in to n g u es (b oth  m en tion ed  o v e r  ten  tim e s , 
sin ce  th ey  w ere  P a u l’ s m ain  co n ce rn  in this p a s s a g e ), and in stru ctio n  
(fo u r tim e s ), th e a p o stle  m en tio n s prayer, singing, praising, an d  giv
ing thanks—all o f  w h ich  are  related  at le a st p artially  to  w o rsh ip .

Y e s , le t ’s w orsh ip  o u r L o rd  in all a ctiv itie s  o f  all o u r d a y s , in d i
v id u ally  and in o u r fam ilies . B u t le t ’s a lso  m e e t w ith  o u r lo ca l c o n g re 
g a tio n  o f  b eliev ers  to w o rsh ip  H im  w ith  p ra y e rs , so n g s , p ra ise s  and  
th a n k sg iv in g s , and to re m e m b e r C a lv a ry  at th e h oly m eal. In ad dition  
le t ’ s ed ify  on e an o th er by exp lain in g  and ap plyin g G o d ’s m e s s a g e  to  
H is ch ild re n , th at w e  m a y  be stren g th en ed , e x h o rte d  and co m fo rte d  
( 1 4 .3 ) —b uilt up, stirred  up and ch e e re d  up. A s  Ja c k  H a y fo rd  w ro te , 
" A  w o rsh ip  se rv ice  is co n v e n e d  ( 1 )  to  se rv e  G od w ith o u r p ra ise  and  
(2 )  to  se rv e  p e o p le ’s need  w ith  H is su ffic ie n cy ."

30



NEWS and NOTES
Edited by Jack Blaes

New P reach er a t Parksville
John M cN erney from  Gallatin, 

Tenn, was to begin his ministry at 
the Parksville, K y. Church on Jan. 
2nd. The church has been looking 
forward to him and his wife Sheila 
coming to serve with them. John  
was trained for ministry by Julius 
Hovan, and his spiritual growth was 
a great encouragem ent to the folks 
at Gallatin.

Kenneth Preston has been 
preacher at Parksville for the past 10 
years. H e is still available for 
pinch-hitting from time to time, or 
for holding m eetings. His new  
phone no.: (6 0 6 ) 7 3 4 -4 6 5 4 .

B ack Issues of W & W , Hardbound
W e have hardbound volum es o f  

W & W  available for these years: 
1991 , ‘90 , ‘8 1 , ‘8 0 , ‘4 5 , ‘4 4 , ‘ 35 , 
‘3 3 , ‘30 , and even a few from the 
‘2 0 ’s and earlier. F o r 1981 w e have 
2 copies, for the rest only 1 copy.

These are for sale @  $ 1 2  per 
volum e if in good condition, $1 0  if 
in poor condition. M ost are in good 
shape. Y ou must also pay the post
age, &  K y. residents must pay tax.

Bring Up A Child . . .
The following is a real le tte r  

which appeared m T h e  W ord  and 
W ork - N ew s and N otes, D e c e m b e r, 
1931 . It certainly has an a p p lica tio n  
for our child training habits today. 
(J .B .)

"I wish everyone who has an in
clination to bring up children w ith
out teaching them carefully that they 
must submit to control could know  
what I know about the desperate 
T exas bandit, Dell M cC abe, recently

killed by detectives in another state. 
Some twenty years ago I had him as 
a lovable little boy in school. He 
was an orphan living with his aunt, 
and while she taught her children, a 
little older than Dell, to be obedient, 
she could not bear to see Dell 
crossed—it w as mistreating an or
phan. I knew him as an exception
ally sweet, bright child about eight, 
who w as learning that he had no 
m aster. Then I read o f  his death as a 
desperado and I knew w hy." —M ay 
Lynn, Texas.

Sermon Topics
Nathan Burks will be preaching 

through Ephesians on Sun. M orn
ings during Jan ./Feb., and through 
A cts at night. Then starting in 
M arch he plans to preach a series on 
How to Deal with Problems, such as 
discontent, judging, bitterness, self
ishness, greed, temper, gossip, etc. 
It’s good to see a balance o f exposi
tory sermons &  also topical serm ons 
on practical subjects.

A lex W ilson in recent months 
preached on how to use time wisely, 
how to control T V , &  the im por
tance o f your life’s "w ife " -W o r-  
ship, Instruction, Fellowship and 
Evangelism . Then he preached 9 
times on attributes o f God. A t night 
he has led a series o f studies on Je 
sus from the Gospel o f Mark.

May God direct those who 
preach in their choice o f  subjects, 
and their preparation and presenta
tion o f His W ord.

Christian Youth Encam pm ent, La.
In N ovem ber, some 17 cam pers 

gathered for the retreat, along with
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so m e  2 0  o r m o re  adults. R e p o rts  are 
that the group w as good  q u ality  and 
had  a good  tim e . B ro . V ic to r  B ro a d - 
dus and B r o . M o to y u k i N om u ra 
(m issio n a ry  to  Ja p a n ) led  the c a m p 
e rs  in d ev o tio n s  and le sso n s . T h e  
D en h a m  S p rin g s  ch u rch  w orked  
very  hard  to m a k e  th e  w eek en d  a 
w o rth w h ile  tim e .

C .Y .E. SCHEDULE FO R 1994 
Ju n io r W e e k  w ill be Ju n e  1 9 -2 4 ,  
d irected  by the Jen n in gs C h u rch .

Ju n io r H igh  w ill be Ju ly  1 0 -1 5 ,  
d irected  by th e T u rk ey  C reek  
C h u rch .

S e n io r H igh  w ill be Ju ly  2 4 - 2 9 ,  
d irected  by the D enham  S prin gs  
C h u rch .

Tax Code Changes to Affect 
Churches

E a c h  c h a rita b le  co n trib u tio n  o f  
$ 2 5 0  o r m o re  to  a ch u rch  o r o th er 
n o n -p ro fit o rg an iza tio n  m u st b e  
v e rifie d  by a w ritten  re ce ip t a c c o rd 
ing  to a new  p ro v isio n  in the ta x  act. 
T h e  p ro v isio n  a lso  c o n ce rn s  
am ou nts paid partly fo r  g o o d s or 
s e rv ic e s  and p artly  as con trib u tio n s. 
T h e  act is e ffe c t iv e  as o f  Jan u ary  1, 
19 9 4 .

O n e ch a n g e  m o d ifie s  s ec tio n  
1 7 0 (f)  o f  the In tern al R e v e n u e  C od e 
to  req u ire  that a ch a rita b le  d ed u ction  
not b e  a llo w ed  fo r  any ind iv idu al 
con trib u tion  o f  $ 2 5 0  or m o re  u n less  
th e  ta x p a y e r su b sta n tia tes  the c o n tr i
b u tio n  by a w ritten  "a c k n o w 
led g em en t " o r  rece ip t. In o th er 
w ord s, c a n c e lle d  c h e c k s  w ill not b e  
a ccep ted  as p ro o f fo r any d o n atio n s 
o f  $ 2 5 0  o r m o re  at on e  tim e . T h e  
re c e ip t m u st b e  re ce iv e d  on  o r b e 
fo re  e ith e r  the d ate the ta x p a y e r file s  
h is  tax  return o r the due d ate o f  the 
retu rn , in c lu d in g  ex te n sio n s.

Tell City / Lilly Dale 
Missions Presents—
"P A S S IN G  O N  O U R  G O D L Y  
H E R I T A G E "
F E B . 2 5 - 2 7 ,  7 :0 0  P M  (E S .T .)

F R I D A Y : " O U R  G O D L Y
H E R IT A G E : W H E R E  W E  C A M E  
F R O M "  A  p re se n ta tio n  o f  b a s ic  
R e s to ra tio n  M o v e m e n t id e a ls —Paul 
K itz m ille r . S A T U R D A Y : "O U R
G O D L Y  H E R IT A G E : W H E R E  W E  
A R E "  A n  o v erv iew  o f  the R e s to r a 
tio n  M o v e m e n t in to d a y ’s so c ie ty . 
—N athan  B u lk  S U N D A Y : "O U R  
G O D L Y  H E R IT A G E : W H E R E
A R E  W E  G O IN G ? "  T h e  c o n tin u 
in g  m in istry  o f  th e  R e s to ra tio n  
M o v e m e n t. - N i c k  M arsh

F o r  m o re  in fo rm a tio n  c o n ta c t 
th e T e ll C ity  C h u rch  o f  C h rist at 
5 4 7 - 6 7 7 8 .  H o u sin g  is  a v a ila b le .

Gallatin Church of Christ
D r. Jo h n  M a c k a y  o f  the C r e a 

tion  R e s e a r c h  C e n te r  m B risb a n e , 
A u stra lia  sp o k e  fo r  us o n  Su nd ay , 
D e c e m b e r  12, 1 9 9 3 . H is to p ic  w as 
"T h e  D ay  G od  W a sh e d  A w ay  the 
W o rld ."  '
Post Abortion C o u n selin g . Y o u  m ay 
h av e  an ab o rtio n  in  y o u r p ast; y o u  
m ay b e  a C h ristia n , bu t th e re  is  a 
h id den  area o f  u n fo rg iv e n e ss  in  y o u r 
heart. Y o u  m ay h av e  u n ex p la in ed  
a n x ie tie s  o r b o u ts  o f  d ep re ss io n —all 
sy m p tom s o f  p ost a b o rtio n  stress. 
T h e  C r is is  P reg n an cy  C e n te r  is o f 
fe r in g  a support grou p  b e g in n in g  in 
Jan u ary  fo r  a 9  w e e k  p eriod .

Southeast Church of Christ
M eg a n  M cE lw ain  w as h ere  to  

hand  out so m e  in fo rm a tio n  about 
h e r  p lan s to  go to R u ss ia  on  a m is 
s io n s  tour. S h e  w ill b e  a cco m p a n ied  
by h e r sp o n so r, P am  W ils o n , and 
fe llo w  stu d en ts Jo d ie  L y o n  and J . T. 
H en d erso n . P le a s e  help  th e se  P o r t
land  C h ristian  S c h o o l re p re 
sen ta tiv e s  on  th e ir  m is s io n  trip I 
am  so  th an k fu l fo r  the c o m m itm e n t
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many o f  you have m ade to help the Studies and Christian Colleges does 
Mountain M ission School. Y our no go unnoticed, 
commitment to Portland Christian  
School, The School o f  Biblical

(Note to the editor from "B rother V al": Please print the enclosed. It is long 
overdue, but w e wanted folks who knew her to know o f her hom egoing.)

BETTY VALDETERO ISTRE 
1904 -  1993

On July 2 0 , 1993 Sister Betty Istre went home to be with the Lord W hom  
she loved and served for many years. She w as the wife o f  B ro. Ivy Istre who 
ministered the W ord for over sixty hears in Southwest Louisiana. She leaves 
behind tw o sons, Richard and Kenneth, who are both active in the L o rd ’s 
work.

"Sister B etty," as she was affectionately known to m any, becam e a Chris
tian about 1920. Her dedication to her Lord was known to all who cam e in 
contact with her. She becam e a Christian at a time when doing so w as not 
popular in SW  L a. In 1924  she married B ro. Ivy Istre and that couple becam e  
a force for the cause o f  Christ that affected the lives o f many. In 1927 B ro. 
Istre becam e the minister in Jennings and served as minister and elder until 
the time o f  his hom e going in 1985.

In 1954  Christian Youth Encam pm ent becam e a reality and these good 
people, along with B ro. Frank M ullins, Sr. and B ro  Herbert Ingalls, led the 
way in getting the cam p going. Sis. Betty headed the kitchen crew  until 
around 197 0 , when she "hung up her apron" for younger workers.

She taught many the W ord o f  God. On the first Sunday o f N ov., 1992 , at 
the 75th  anniversary o f  the Jennings Church, it w as my privilege to bring her 
to the front and honor her. When I asked everyone who had been in her 
classes that were present to stand, over 5 0  stood. Add to that number many 
m ore who were not there or who had gone on to m eet the Lord.

This dear lady alw ays loved a good story and a good laugh. In fact, the 
Saturday prior to her fall that ultimately ended her life she told m e a story of  
an incident that happened many years ago and just laughed as she told i t  She 
believed that a merry heart was good m edicine and she practiced it.

The song "There are lights by the shore o f that country" alw ays reminds 
me o f  Sister B etty . She could be counted on to be on the side o f  right w hat
ever the issue. She loved the Lord dearly and served Him with great dedica
tion. Truly, "a  w om an that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised" is a fitting 
tribute to her. W e m iss her, but our loss is heaven’s gam . It was my privi
lege, along with B ro. A . J. Istre, to conduct her m em orial services on July 22, 
1993 . Y es, her children, and many m ore, will rise up and call her blessed!

Antoine Valdetero



WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT 
MEAN TO YOU?

C ath erin e  M arsh all

M y friend T a y  w as look in g  at m e cu rio u sly . "W h a t d o e s  the H oly  
S pirit m ean  to y o u ? "  she ask ed .

I re m em b ered  the se rm o n e tte  at the C ap e  C o d  c h u rch . "O h —one  
o f  th e th ree  P erso n s o f  the G o d h ead —the third  P erso n  o f  the T rin ity ."

" B u t  I sen se  so m eth in g  in the offh an d  w a y  y o u  sa y  th a t—" she  
look ed  at m e  sh arp ly . " L e t  m e g u e ss  th at in y o u r  m ind  the S p irit h as  
an in sig n ifica n t and u n n e ce ssa ry  p la ce . Isn ’t  th at r ig h t? "

I n od d ed . " T h a t ’s rig h t."

" B u t  I k n ow  from  p erso n al e x p e rie n ce s  th at the H o ly  S p irit is ju s t  
as g re a t, ju s t  as n eed ed  as the o th er tw o  P e rso n s  o f  T rin ity . A n y w a y  
y o u  still h a v e n ’ t an sw ered  m y  o r i g i n a l  q u estion , w h at is H e to  y o u ? "

H e r in ten sity  see m e d  to  d em an d  a can d id  rep ly . " I ’v e  g o t to  be 
tru th fu l, T a y ,"  I  rep lied . " H e ’s n oth in g to  m e . I ’v e  h ad  n o  co n ta c t  
w ith  H im  and cou ld  g e t alon g  quite w ell w ith o u t H im ."  A lth o u g h  at 
th e tim e  I b elieved  m y ow n  sta te m e n t, I w a s  so o n  to  find  ou t th at it 
w a s  n o t s o . A s  a m a tte r o f  fa c t, I co u ld  n o t g e t a lo n g  a t all w ith o u t the 
Holy S p i r i t  S o m e  se a rch in g  in the B ib le  told  m e w h y .

F ro m  B eyond Ourselves , p ublished  by S pire B o o k s


