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THEME

A TIME TO REVIEW
A le x  V . W ils o n

This m onth our theme articles do not all focus on one top ic, as is 
usually done. Instead they deal with m any subjects. Y et they all re
volve around one center o f  gravity . Each  one relates to som e theme 
covered  earlier, during 1993 and ’9 2 . F o r each them e w as im portant.

Form er editors Boll and C ham bers review  the W H O , or ob ject, o f  
Christian worship. Then, thinking o f  the H O W  o f  w orship, we have  
two articles. One deals with the m atter o f  songs and hym ns. The other 
is p rovocatively entitled "D ry Bread and Cold P otatoes?", and takes us 
to the buffet table. Both o f  them also address the issue o f  change 
within the churches, o f  "doing things differently." So does our ques
tion and answ er colum n, in which Carl K itzm iller writes o f  the gen era
tion gap and new ideas. And that leads to the subject o f  "B ab y  
B o o m ers"—usually defined as those born between 1946  and 1964 . 
That generation has been exposed to m ore changes and also desires 
m ore changes than anyone before their era.

O f course it is inaccurate and unfair to lump together a whole g en 
eration o f  people. But certain broad generalizations seem to fit many  
if  not m ost o f  the B oom ers, who are w ithout doubt making a m assive  
im pact on our present era. So check out our two B oom er articles this 
tim e. The second o f them brings back the topic o f  world missions. 
R em em ber that exciting June '9 3  issue, "T he G ood N ew s about the 
Good N ew s"?

And speaking o f excitem en t, what can top real revival for that? 
Charles Finney m ay have been m ore deeply involved with spiritual 
awakenings than anyone else in church history. Som e o f  the things he 
m entions seem  incredible to us now . But that m ay just indicate how  
deeply we today need revival—and the prayer that precedes it.

W orsh ip ; ch ange; world m issions; revival. Think about them  
again. F or review  is essential in grasping new inform ation, form ing  
im proved attitudes, establishing better habits, or m astering additional 
skills. So w e m ake no apology for this review  issue. Repetition is still 
the m other o f  success.
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W H ER E TH E EMPHASIS 
BELONGS

R. H. Boll

W e are apt to  em phasize overm uch m an ’s part in the religion o f  
Christ. There is a natural reaction from a theology that tends to elim i
nate m an 's part altogether; yet it is not good to allow ourselves to be 
swept to an opposite extrem e. W e should endeavor to keep balance, to 
preserve the proportion and the em phasis the Bible places upon G od ’s 
and m an ’s part respectively. And a little quiet exam ination o f  the 
word o f  God will show that the bulk and the em phasis o f  the scripture 
turns vastly upon G od—who God is, and what God has done, does do, 
and will do.

W hile m an ’ s responsibility is absolutely essential in its p lace, and 
must not be ignored, yet the place and space assigned to it, especially  
in the gospel, is com p aratively  sm all and very m uch subordinate, so 
that, after exercising all his share, man has no whit to boast o f, no 
claim s to recognition, but receives all from God freely, as a g ift, by 
grace, and God alone is glorified. F or that reason, if the two evils be 
com pared, the extrem e that exalts m an ’ s agency in salvation and gives  
G od ’s com paratively little em phasis is m ore hurtful and results in a 
m uch m ore inferior Christianity than the opposite error. W e are not 
obliged to choose between tw o errors. It is im portant that we study 
our Bibles with special regard to this point, and assign to God and 
m an, G od ’s part and m an ’s part, their true relative im portance.

God’s Part And Man’s Part

T he Bible m akes m uch o f G od, little o f  m an. A ccording to it, man 
is great only in proportion as he is connected  with G od. In and o f  h im 
self, he is poor, m iserable, blind, naked, ruined, helpless. In the plan 
o f salvation, what man can do, though indispensable in its place, is o f  
no intrinsic worth and m erit. God prepared the F east; the m an, invited, 
com es and sits at the table. God g iv es; man sets him self in a receptive  
attitude, takes, en joys; and in turn, through the very blessing bestowed  
on him , becom es a blessing to others. God saves him and works in 
him both to will and to do his good pleasure; m an, with reverence and 
aw e, works out that which God w orked in him. (Phil. 2 :1 2 ,1 3 .)

N ote how the apostles represent it—how com pletely the part which  
God perform s overshadow s m an 's side o f  it. "Eph esian s," for exam ple  
has six chapters: the first three are taken up with the exceeding great 
things God did for us; the latter three are full o f  loving exhortations 
and admonition how' we ought to w alk; and those instructions depend
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f o r  t h e i r  f o r c e  a n d  b a s is  p u r e ly  o n  w h a t  p r e c e d e d ,  o n  w h a t  G o d  d id . 
F o r  it w as  G o d  th a t c h o s e  u s, c a lle d  u s, b lessed  us w ith  all sp iri
tu al b le ss in g s , w h o se  e x c e e d in g  g re a t p o w e r w o rk e th  fo r  us th at 
b e lie v e ; it is h e w h o  ra ised  us up fro m  th e  d ead  w h en  w e  w e re  
d ead  in tre sp a sse s  an d  sin s , ch ild ren  o f  w rath  e v e n  as  th e  re s t ;  
w h o  m a d e  us n igh  by th e  b lo o d  o f  C h ris t w h en  w e  w e re  a fa r  o f f  
an d  w ith o u t G o d ; an d  w ith o u t h o p e  in th e  w o rld . " F o r  b y  g r a c e  
h a v e  y e  b een  sa v e d  th ro u g h  fa ith ; an d  th a t n o t o f  y o u rs e lv e s , it is 
th e  g if t  o f  G o d  n o t o f  w o rk s , th a t n o  m an  sh ou ld  g lo ry . F o r  w e  
a re  h is w o rk m a n sh ip , c re a te d  in C h ris t Je s u s  fo r  g o o d  w o rk s , 
w h ich  G o d  a fo re  p rep ared  th a t w e  sh ou ld  w alk  in th e m ."  (E p h .  
2 :8 - 1 0 . )  A n d  so  in all th e  e p is tle s . E v e n  Ja m e s  w h o  m a k e s  a  
s p e c ia lty  o f  m a n ’ s p a rt, d o es n o t do so  w ith o u t b a sin g  it on  th e  
a ll-im p o rta n t p art o f  G o d , fro m  w h ich  all m a n ’ s a c c e p ta b le  w o rk  
d e riv e s  its o rig in . (J a m e s  1 :1 7 ,1 8 ;  2 :5 . )

W h e n  G o d  Is  G iv e n  H is  P la c e

W h e n  a  m an  re c e iv e s  th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  s u p re m a c y  o f  G o d  
an d  G o d ’ s p art in sa lv a tio n , it h as a  w o n d erfu l e f f e c t  on  h im . It 
h u m b les  h im : it m ak es  him  d eep ly  th an kful to  G o d ; it fills  h im  
w ith  j o y ;  it g iv e s  him  u n sh ak ab le  c o n fid e n c e , fo r  n o w  th e  re li
a n c e  o f  his h o p e  is sh ifted  fro m  h im s e lf  an d  w h a t h e c a n  y e t  d o , 
to  G o d  an d  w h at G o d  h as d o n e  an d  ca n  y e t  d o . H e  w ill fo rg e t  
s e lf , an d  c o u n t it o u t o f  th e  tr a n s a c t io n ; h e w ill m a g n ify  G o d . 
H is e ffo rts  th e n ce fo rth  w ill be d ire c te d  n ot so  m u ch  to  s e lf -d is c i
p lin e , b ut to  d ra w in g  n e a re r  to  G o d  an d  c le a v in g  to  h im  w ith  
p u rp o se  o f  h e a rt, w h ich  resu lts  in th e  h ig h est an d  tru e st s e lf -d is 
c ip lin e : th e  m o rtify in g  o f  th e  flesh  an d  b earin g  th e  fru it o f  th e  
S p irit. A ll b o a st w ill b e tak en  o u t o f  his m o u th , an d  in th e  p la c e  
o f  b o a stin g  w ill b e p ra ise .

T h is  so rt a re  n e v e r b ra g g a rts ; n e v e r  s e lf -c o n c e ite d , lo u d 
m o u th e d , o v e rb e a rin g  ra n te rs . T h e y  ca n n o t p re a ch  s e lf ; th ey  
m u st p ro c la im  C h ris t. T h ey  w ill n ot be co ld  an d  b itter an d  d e 
sp a irin g  o f  o th e rs , fo r  th e  lo v e  an d  p o w er G o d  m a n ife s te d  to 
w ard  th em  g iv e s  th em  a s s u ra n c e  th at he is a b u n d a n tly  a b le  to  
s a v e  o th e rs , b e th e y  e v e r  so  w eak  an d  e v il. N o r w ill th e y  d e tra c t  
fro m  a u g h t G od  req u ires  us to  d o ; but th ey  w ill e s te e m  it a p riv i
le g e  to  fo llo w  fa ith fu lly  G o d ’ s d ire c tio n s , a s  a  h u n g ry  w a n d e re r  
w o u ld  b e g la d  o f  th e  p riv ile g e  to  fo llo w  th e  step s th a t lead  in to  a  
h o m e  an d  a b an q u et hall p ro v id e d  fo r h im . T h is  is th e  h ap p y  
g o sp e l o f  g r a c e  th a t d e liv e rs  us fro m  o u rse lv e s  an d  m a k e s  G o d  
o u r all in a ll .
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TH E P E R F E C T  PA N A C EA
S ta n fo rd  C h am b ers

"P a n a c e a : a rem edy for all ills or difficulties, a cu re-all."
- W e b s t e r ’s D ictio n a ry

The sin-sick soul needs Christ. The sick world needs Christ. The 
heathen need C hrist, the unlearned need C hrist, the poor need C hrist, 
the cultured need C hrist, the scholarly need Christ, the rich need 
Christ. Christ received m eets every need, m eets it perfectly, and He 
alone does so. His redeem ed should know this, and "L et the redeem ed  
of Jehovah say so ."

"Philip w ent down to Sam aria and preached Christ unto them ." O f  
others it is stated that they preached the W ord . But He is the W ord . 
They preached the things concerning the kingdom , but He is the K ing, 
and to preach the kingdom is to preach C hrist. T hey preached the g o s
pel, but He is the G ospel. Its wording is only to set Him forth to those 
of need. The rem edy for sin is Christ. Rules there are, but the rules 
are not the rem edy; they are directions for taking the rem edy, and the 
rem edy is C hrist.

The backsliding G alatians needed Christ. "M y little children, for 
whom I am in travail again until Christ be form ed in you , even you be
fore w hose eyes Jesus Christ w as set forth cru cified ." "C hrist in you  
the hope o f  g lo ry ," is just as applicable to the Galatians as it is to the 
C olossians, ju st as applicable to us. To the carnal Corinthians, "I am 
determined to know nothing am ong you save Jesus C hrist"—the Christ 
who was cru cified . T he H ebrew  Christians about to apostatize are pre
sented Christ in His deity' and all His superiority and excellencies from  
the beginning to the end o f  the epistle. And to each o f  the seven 
churches o f  A sia He presents H im self the first thing in each epistle, 
follow ing which in the rest o f  the Book He goes forth "conquering and 
to conquer" until the conquering is done and He stands forth revealed  
and recognized as "K IN G  O F K IN G S AN D  LO R D  O F L O R D S ."

P reachers, shepherds, teach ers, leaders need a deep conviction  o f  
the fact o f  the one suprem e n eed , need to be ever conscious o f  the 
sam e, and be ever prayerfully striving to present Christy that the need, 
in w hatever form it m ay be discovered , m ay be adequately m et. He, 
not the rules o f  faith and p ractice , is the need. W hat tim e is necessarily  
spent in m aking plain the ru le s , le t it be b ap tized  in p ra y e r  th a t H e  
m ay  be a p p ro p ria te d  an d  th e n , th e  n eed  be m et.
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HANDLING PREFERENCES IN 
CHURCH MUSIC

F eelin g s run deep  on the to p ic  o f  ch u rch  m u sic . S o m e  m onths  
a g o , in a "R e fle c tio n s "  a r tic le , the w riter argu ed  for a g re a te r  u se o f  
h ym n s in w o rsh ip . A  few  d ays la te r w e re ce iv e d  a telep h o n e  ca ll from  
a read er. H e had  been so u pset b y  the a rticle  th at he c o u ld n ’ t sleep . A t 
the sam e tim e an o th er re a d e r w ro te  th at sh e liked the a rtic le  so w ell 
she c o u ld n ’ t w a it to  m ak e co p ie s  fo r h er c h u r c h ’s e ld ers and p re a ch e r  
to  show  them  w h at they sh ould  d o!

T his illu strates the p o larizatio n  that can  o c c u r . T o  so m e  p eo p le , 
p raise  ch o ru se s  show n on an o v erh ead  p ro je c to r  are an e n e m y  to  be 
o p p osed  righ t alon g w ith d ru gs and p o rn o g ra p h y ! T o  o th e rs , th ey  are  
to  be re v e re n ce d  a lm o st as m u ch  as the B ib le . S u ch  e x tre m e s  are  d an 
g e ro u s.

A ll o f  us h ave a righ t to o u r p re fe re n ce s . W e  also  h av e  an o b lig a 
tion to put up w ith so m e th in gs w e m ay  not e sp e cia lly  lik e , i f  th ey  are  
m ean in gfu l to o th ers.

W h y  ca n  w e not seek b a la n ce  and v a rie ty  in o u r ch u rch  m u sic?  
W h y  not re jo ice  w hen so m e p eop le  a p p recia te  on e kind o f  m u sic  and 
oth ers an o th er? W h y  n ot u se all typ es o f  ap p rop riate  m u sic  so  that w e  
m ay  reach  as m an y  d ifferen t p eo p le  as p o ssib le?

T h e ap o stle  Paul g a v e  us a g o o d  e x a m p le . H e w as w illin g  to a c 
co m m o d a te  o th ers w h e re v e r it did not in v o lv e  a m a tte r o f  faith . "I 
h av e b e co m e  all things to all m en  so that by all p o ssib le  m ean s I m igh t 
sa v e  so m e " (1 C orin th ian s 9 :2 2 ,  New International Version). So  
should w e , ev en  w hen it c o m e s  to ch u rch  m u sic !

‒ C o n d en sed  from  an ed itorial in Christian Standard

Sing praises to the Lord, enthroned in Zion, 

proclaim among the nations what he has done.

I will praise you , O Lord, with all my heart;

I will tell o f all your wonders.

I will be glad and rejoice in you;

I will sing praise to your nam e, O M ost High.

—Psalm  9
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DRY BREAD AND COLD 
POTATOES?

Laquita M . Higgs

M ost o f  the p eo p le  w alked  co n fid e n tly  into the dining h all, but 
once they g o t in sid e , th ey  w ere  h e sita n t, fo r on the serv in g  table w ere  
all sorts o f  e x o tic  and unknow n fo o d s . "I like m y  m e a t and p o ta to e s ,"  
huffed o n e , and he refu sed  to  co n sid e r the m a n g o e s and ly ch e e s . I' v e  
n ever eaten  any o f  th is , and I'm  n ot ab ou t to start n o w ,"  d eclared  an 
other. " I ’m sure I w o u ld n 't  like it a n y w a y ,"  and sh e p assed  by the  
crisp p o m p ad u m s. " I ’m  afraid  to try th a t,"  co m m e n te d  an o th er, as she  
eyed the lu scio u s rasp b erry  m o u sse  g a te a u , "th e rasp b erries are p ro b 
ably irrad ia ted ." A n o th e r ’ s reactio n  w as p uzzlin g  as he looked at the  
lentil c a s s e ro le , "Y u k ! O nly low  cla ss  p eop le w ou ld  eat th at."  A nd he  
m issed  the n u tritiou s c a sse ro le  as w ell as the tasty  tab ou leh  salad . 
O v er at the a rtich o k e  p la te , one w as h eard  to  e x c la im , " I ’m not about 
to ea t th at; I d o n 't  even  k now  h o w . It w ou ld  m ak e m e  look stu p id !"

O ne by on e th ey  p assed  by the m ain  serv in g  tab le  to g o  to a sm all 
one o v e r  in a dark c o m e r . It d id n 't h a v e  m uch on it, but it w as fam iliar  
food and w ould at least sustain  them  fo r aw h ile . T h e y  h urriedly ate  
th eir dry bread  and co ld  p o ta to es and drank th eir w a te r so that they  
cou ld  g e t out as q u ick ly  as p o ssib le . T h e y  n ev er k n ew  w h at they had  
m issed .

S o m e  ch u rch e s are  like th at. T h e y  h urried ly  g e t th rou gh  the w o r
sh ip , and they are  co n te n t. T h ey  h av e  d one th eir d u ly , and they h ave  
ju s t en ou gh  to sustain  th e m . O r h ave th ey ? If  o n ly  th o se  ch u rch es  
knew  the d eligh ts o f  a d eep er and m o re  m ean in g fu l w o rsh ip , they  
w ou ld  not be co n te n t w ith dry bread and co ld  p o ta to e s . H ow  sad fo r a 
ch u rch  to be in the rut o f  co m p la ce n t and dull w o rsh ip . G od p rob ably  
g ets pretty  tired o f  it, to o . In fa c t , it m ay  not be true w orsh ip  at all if  it 
is c o m p la ce n t and d u ll, fo r gen u in e and in ten se w orsh ip  is not g o in g  to  
be dry o r  co ld . W h a t a jo y  to be am o n g  p eop le w h o are tasting o f  the  
L o rd 's  d elig h ts , e x p e rie n cin g  the aw e o f  his p re se n ce , and sin gin g to  
the L o rd  "w ith  all th eir h e a rts "—as Paul in E p h esian s 5 tells us to do. 
N o dry bread  and co ld  p o ta to es  h ere.

H ow  can  w e break out o f  that rut o f  d ry -b re a d -a n d -co ld -p o ta to e s  
w o rsh ip ? T h ree  step s m ay  help . F irs t, w e h ave to  want to break out o f  
the ru t, and this m ay  be the b ig g est stick in g  point fo r  so m e ch u rch e s. 
A lo n g  w ith that m ust be a willingness to a cce p t the aw k w ard n ess o r  
d isco m fo rt that g o e s  w ith m ak in g o u rse lv e s  open to  new  e x p e rie n ce s  
w h ich  can  bring g ro w th . U n d erly in g  both the d esire  and the w illin g 
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n ess m u st be a trust th at G od w an ts and h on ors o u r s in ce re  attem p ts to 
w o rsh ip  him  and th at he w ill bring g o o d  resu lts.

W anting M ore of God

T o  truly  k now  G od is to  d esire  h im , and the m o re  w e k now  him  
and fo cu s  on h im , the s tro n g e r w ill be o u r d esire  to  w o rsh ip  him  m e a n 
in g fu lly . D ry b read  and co ld  p o ta to e s  ju s t a re n ’t en o u g h  a n y m o re . 
P raise  and th an k sgiv in g  w ell up w ithin  u s, truly  d raw in g  us c lo s e r  to  
h im —and to  the h eart o f  real w o rsh ip .

T h e  lead ers o f  a ch u rch  are  cru cia l in fo sterin g  the h u n g er to co m e  
c lo s e r  to G od in w o rsh ip . If  th ey  are  se n sitiv e , th ey  w ill u su ally  be 
ah ead  o f  the co n g re g a tio n  in e n co u ra g in g  w orsh ip  e x p e rie n c e s  w h ich  
are sp iced  w ith a sen se  o f  the etern al n ew n ess o f  k n o w in g  G o d . If  they  
ad am an tly  o p p o sed  to any attem p t to g o  b eyon d  ce rta in  co m fo rta b le  
h abits in the fo rm s o f  w o rsh ip , it m ay  seem  that a ch u rch  is h o p elessly  
b lo ck ed  from  e x p lo rin g  m o re  m ean in g fu l w o rsh ip  e x p e rie n c e s . In 
th ese  h ard  c a s e s , try p ra y e r. D o n ’t ju s t  p ray  at a d is ta n ce  th at the le a d 
ers w ill allow  so m e c h a n g e s ; seek re sp e ctfu lly  and lo v in g ly  to p ray  
w ith th e m . P ray  that a d esire  to k now  G od and be in his p re se n ce  w ill 
sp rin g  up in h earts  th rou gh ou t the co n g re g a tio n . P ra y  th at the L ord  
w ill p ro v id e  o p p o rtu n ities fo r all the co n g re g a tio n  to  ta ste  and know  
d e e p e r w orsh ip  e x p e rie n c e s , but re m e m b e r that y o u , to o , m u st be open  
to G o d 's  ch a lle n g e s  and in stru ctio n , ju s t as y o u  are w an tin g  o th ers to 
be.

Willingness to A ccept Growth

E v e n  w hen p eo p le  k now  ab ou t the p o sitive  e ffe c ts  o f  p ra ise -w o r
sh ip , th ey  m a y  still h av e  ce rta in  fears w h ich  are a b a rrie r. S o m e m ay  
be in the rut o f  co n ce n tra tin g  on c o rre c t  form  and p attern  in w orship  
and a ssu m e that th ere  is on ly  on e w ay  (th e old w a y ) o f  d oin g th in gs. 
S o m e  m a y  be afraid  o f  the e x u b e ra n ce  in m o re  in ten se w o rsh ip , and 
su ch  p eo p le  sh ould  be b ro u g h t alo n g  g e n tly  and lo v in g ly . S o m e o f  us 
g rew  up w ith  the id ea  that em o tio n  in w orsh ip  w a s  w ro n g  and even  
d a n g e ro u s . Y e s ,  e m o tio n  can  g et out o f  hand and as a ch u rch  w e are to 
d iscip lin e  o u rse lv e s  so  that w orsh ip  is o rd erly  and m e e ts  w ith  the  
truths o f  G o d ’ s w o rd . On the o th er h an d , w e m u st n o t be afraid o f  
show ing em o tio n  in o u r w orsh ip  if  it is e x p re ssin g  g e n u in e  feelin gs to -  
w ard G o d . W e  lo v e  G od w ith o u r head and o u r w ill, but w e also  love  
him  w ith  o u r h eart. T h e  d eep est w o rsh ip  is g o in g  to in v o lv e  o u r e m o 
tio n s, p ra ise  as w ell as tears .

M u sic  has a sp ecia l ro le  in w o rsh ip , so d o n ’t be afraid  to  learn new  
so n g s . W h e n  the Spirit is w ork in g  a m o n g  a p e o p le , n ew  son gs w ill 
e m e rg e  and old  on es w ill c o m e  a liv e . C ertain  so n g s m a y  b e co m e  p a r
ticu la rly  m ean in g fu l to  the co n g re g a tio n  fo r a tim e , as th ey  seem  to e x 
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press ju st w h at the co n g re g a tio n  is feelin g  in its w o rsh ip . M u sic , 
which is c lo se ly  linked w ith the S p irit’ s w ork in g  in a co n g re g a tio n  in 
w orship (E p h . 5 :1 9 ) ,  is a g o o d  b a ro m e te r o f  a c h u rc h ’s spirituality;  a 
church that is a liv e  and w ell in the L o rd  w ill h ave lively  sin g in g .

W e ca n n o t, o f  co u rse , g a u g e  o u r w orsh ip  so lely  by how  it m ak es  
us feel, by w h e th e r the sin gin g  m o v ed  us o r  w h eth er e x c itin g  things  
happened. O u r w orship  e x p e rie n ce s  m u st be ch e ck e d  w ith  the truth o f  
G od. B u t truth is not sterile o r  life less . Je su s  tau gh t that truth sets us 
free, and he added that if " th e  Son sets y o u  fre e , y o u  w ill indeed be 
free" (Jo h n  8 :3 2 ,  3 6 ) .  T ruth  is n ot re s tr ic tiv e ; it is lib eratin g .

F re e d o m , h o w e v e r, is frigh ten in g  to so m e . L e a d e rs  so m e tim e s  
w o rn  th at a fre e r w orship  w ill be to o  u n stru ctu red  and d iso rd e rly , o r  
that h arm fu l e lem en ts  w ill c re e p  in. Freed o m  in w orship  d oes not p re 
clu d e the p lan n in g  o f  w o rsh ip . L e a d e rs  should ca re fu lly , p ray erfu lly  
and c re a tiv e ly  plan w orship  s e rv ic e s , fo r w e m u st g iv e  o u r b est to the 
L o rd ; but w o rsh ip  lead ers should  also  be w illin g  to aband on  th ose  
plans if  the L o rd  in terven es w ith  a b etter id ea. S o m e tim e s o u r ideas o f  
d ecoru m  m ay  need to be m o d ified . D a v id ’ s w ife , M ich a l, w as m o st 
unhappy w hen D avid  b rou gh t the A rk  o f  the L o rd  b ack  to Je ru sa le m . 
D avid "d an ced  w ith out restra in t b efo re  the L o rd  . . . M ich al look ed  
dow n th rou gh  a w indow  and saw  K in g  D avid  leap in g and ca p e rin g  b e
fore the L o rd , and she d espised  him  in h er h e a rt."  D avid  d efen ded  his 
b eh av io r to M ich a l, "B e fo re  the L o rd  I w ill d an ce  fo r jo y ,  y e s , and I 
w ill earn  y e t m o re  d isg ra ce  and lo w er m y s e lf  still m o re  in y o u r e y e s ."  
T h e w riter then co m m e n ts , "M ich a l . . . had no ch ild  to d yin g d a y " (II 
S a m . 6 :1 4 ,  1 6 , 2 2 ,  2 3 ) .  W e  m u st be ca re fu l n o t to look  d ow n ou r  
n oses at th ose  w h o are freer and less inhibited b efo re  the L o rd  than w e  
a re , o r  w e m ay  end up b ein g sp iritu ally  b a rre n , ju s t as M ich al w as  
p h y sica lly  b a rre n . S o m etim es the less inhibited m ay  w an t to use th eir  
b ody to e x p re ss  th eir p ra ise , such  as in cla p p in g , raisin g  o f  h an d s, o r  
k n eelin g . W e  should not "d e sp ise "  th em , but rea liz e  that G od m ay  be 
w an tin g  to use them  to lead us all to a fre e r w orsh ip  b efo re  G o d , using  
ou r b ody as w ell as our m ind , w ill and h eart.

Trusting God for Good Results

If w e are  to step b eyond  o u r fe a rs , w e m u st trust that if  w e are  
truly hum blin g o u rselv es  b efore  G od in ad o ratio n  and p raise , the e f 
f e c t  are g o in g  to be his g lo ry . G od d eligh ts in o u r w o rsh ip , and in 
turn o u r p raise  quick ens ou r d esire  fo r G od . A s p raise  b rin gs us into  
co n ta c t w ith tru th —for G od is T ru th —w e b e co m e  m o re  co n scio u s  o f  the 
need for truth in o u r ow n lives. T ru e w orship  d oes n ot a lw ay s m ak e us 
feel g o o d , but if  w e a ck n o w le d g e  o u r p o v erty  b efo re  him  and ap p roach  
him in the truth o f  o u r n o th in g n ess , he w ill bring us even  c lo s e r  to
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h im self. D avid  w ro te , "T h e  L o rd  is n ear to all w h o  call upon h im , to 
all w h o ca ll upon him in tru th " (P s . 1 4 5 :1 8 ) .

O ne c r i tic  o f  a ch u rch  w ith v ig o ro u s  and jo y fu l se rv ice s  w as heard  
to say that it is n ot g o o d  to  c o m e  out o f  w o rsh ip  "on  such  a high b e 
ca u se  y o u ’ ll a lw ay s hit su ch  a low  a fte rw a rd s ."  If  it is m e re ly  a search  
fo r a "h ig h " e x p e rie n c e , then it is not true w o rsh ip  and th ere  w ill on ly  
be a let-d ow n  a fte rw a rd s, so m e tim e s  even  a c ra sh . B ut if  it is true  
w o rsh ip , ce n te re d  upon G o d , it w ill be a stab ilizin g  in flu en ce in ou r  
liv e s , p ro d u cin g  the fruits o f  faith  and lo y a lty  to o u r L o rd . W o rsh ip  
w h ich  h as ca rrie d  us into the p re se n ce  o f  the L o rd 's  g lo ry  w ill edify  
and stren g th en . It w ill send us b ack  into the w orld  w ith a ren ew ed  
sen se o f  m ission  and e a g e rn e ss  to serv e  h im .

W o rsh ip  is n ot a lw ay s the ly rica l so n g  o f  j o y ,  o f  c o u rse . S o m e 
tim es it is s ilen ce  and deep a w e  in his p re se n ce . R e ce n tly  at the end o f  
o n e  o f  ou r w orsh ip  s e rv ic e s , the co n g re g a tio n  co n tin u ed  sitting at the 
en d ; no o n e  m o v e d  fo r se v e ra l m in u tes. W e  all knew  w e had been in 
the p re se n ce  o f  the L o rd  in a sp ecia l w a y , and it w as truly a w e so m e .

W e  ca n n o t m an u fa ctu re  m o m e n ts  o f  a w e ; th ey  c o m e  on ly  from  
the L o rd . N o  m a tte r h ow  hard  w e try , o u r w orsh ip  se rv ice s  are  g o in g  
to be barren  w ith o u t the S pirit o f  G od to help us w o rsh ip . Y o u  m igh t 
th in k that w e co u ld  at least w o rsh ip  him  in o u r ow n  p o w e r, but w e  c a n 
n o t. A s P aul w rite s , "N o  o n e  ca n  say  ‘ Je su s  is L o r d ! ’ e x c e p t u n d er the 
in flu en ce  o f  the H oly  S p irit" (1 C o r. 1 2 :3 ) .  It is the Spirit w h o  e x 
p lores "ev en  the depths o f  G o d 's  ow n n a tu re " ( 1 C o r  2 :1 0 ) .  It is the 
Spirit w ho g u id es us into all truth (Jo h n  1 6 :1 3 ) ,  not ju s t the truth o f  
d o ctrin e , but the truth o f  a relation sh ip  w ith G o d . E v en  in g iv in g  G od  
o u r lo v e  and o u r w o rsh ip , w e  m u st h av e  the help  o f  his Spirit.

If  y o u r c o n g re g a tio n  is feed in g  on ly  upon dry bread  and co ld  p o ta 
to e s , ca ll upon the L o rd  to p lan t in y o u r  c o n g re g a tio n  a new d esire  for  
h im , a w illin g n ess to grow  and a deep trust th at, if  he is in c h a rg e , all 
w ill be w e ll. I f  p o ssib le , pray w ith  o th ers fo r  each  o f  y o u r w orsh ip  
s e rv ice s . It is g o o d  to h av e a re g u la r  tim e o f  p ra y e r b efo re  e a ch  serv 
ic e , attend ed  by the lead ers o f  that se rv ice  and any o th ers w h o w an t to  
c o m e . W h e n  the p ra y e r-ro o m  is full o f  p eo p le  earn estly  p ra y in g , the  
s u bseq u en t w o rsh ip  se rv ice  w ill be full o f  th e p re se n ce  o f  G o d . M ay  
y o u r  co n g re g a tio n  c o m e  to his feast and be w illin g  to taste a d v e n tu r
ou sly  o f  his d elig h ts . A s D avid  w ro te , " 0  m ag n ify  the L o rd  w ith m e , 
and let us e x a lt  his n am e to g e th e r !"  (P s , 3 4 :3 ) .

(Reprinted from Integrity m agazine, which is sent free to those who ask; 
a donation is requested once yearly . 4051  South Lincoln R d., Mt. Pleasant, 
MI 4 8 8 5 8 .]
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QUESTIONS ASKED OF US
Carl Kitzm iller

What m akes  o ld  p e o p le  so  unyield ing to new  id eas?  S o m e o f  ou r  
ch u rch es  a r e  dying b e c a u s e  o f  res is tan ce  to ch an g e .

It w ou ld  be n ice  if  all p ro b lem s w e re  as sim p le as so m e  p eop le  
wish to m ak e  th e m . I h av e  no d ou b t th at so m e ch u rch e s are d yin g and 
that re s is ta n ce  to ch a n g e  m ay  be a fa c to r  in v o lv ed . B u t n o t all o f  the  
sta rry -e y e d  a d v o ca te s  o f  ch a n g e  h av e  th e c o rre c t  an aly sis  o r  the fool 
p ro o f an sw ers that th ey  think th ey  h a v e , e ith er. It is likely  true that as 
p eople g ro w  o ld er th ere  is a g re a te r  re s is ta n ce  to c h a n g e . A  fairly  o b 
serv an t p erson  d oes learn  a few  th in gs by e x p e rie n ce  and is n ot so  
read y  to follow  ev e ry  new  idea ju s t b e ca u se  it is n ew . If  on e has had  
his sh in s b ark ed  a few  tim es in the p ro ce ss  o f  running after p rom isin g  
ideas th at w ere  d u d s, it stands to reaso n  that he m igh t be a bit m o re  
carefu l the n e x t tim e . B u t I h av e found clo se d  m inds to be som eth in g  
not e x c lu s iv e  w ith old fo lk s.

A  few  y e a rs  ago  I had an e x p e rie n c e  w ith a grou p  o f  sen ior-h igh  
age ca m p e rs  w h ich  m ad e m e re a liz e  th at in som e m atters  y o u n g  p eop le  
can  be ju s t ab out as m u ch  h id e-b ou n d  trad ition alists as an yon e e lse . 
"W e  h a v e  a lw ay s d one it this w a y ,"  ca n  be the c ry  o f  y o u th  as w ell as 
a g e . " A lw a y s "  in such  a c a s e  d o es n ot h a v e  to span a lot o f  y e a rs .

W e  are often  v e ry  su b jectiv e  w h en  it co m e s  to ratin g  p eop le as to  
re sis ta n ce  to  o r  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  ch a n g e . T h e  p eople w h o like o u r new  
id eas are  co n sid ered  to be o p e n -m in d e d , alert to p ro g re ss , and fo rw a rd -  
lo o k in g  p eo p le . T h o se  w h o do n ot like o u r new  ideas are dull trad i
tio n a lis ts , n o n -p ro g re ss iv e , u n w illin g  to a cce p t an yth in g n e w , and ju st  
old s tick -in -th e -m u d s. M o re o v e r , M o n d a y  m o rn in g  q u arterb ack in g  is 
an afflictio n  o f  both  y o u n g  and o ld . It is alw ays so m u ch  e a s ie r  to  
b lam e the o th er p erson  fo r the w o e s  o f  th e te a m , o r  o f  s o c ie ty , o r  o f  the  
c h u rch . O f  c o u rs e , if  they had o n ly  u sed  o u r ow n b rillian t id ea . . .!  
T alk  is ch e a p .

It g iv e s  m e g r ie f  to  h e a r o ld e r C h ristian s u nfairly  c ritica l o f  the  
y o u n g e r  m em b ers o f  the B o d y , and to  h e a r y o u n g e r C h ristian s u nfairly  
g ro u sin g  ab out the stu p id ity  and lack  o f  v isio n  o f  the o ld e r C h ristian s. 
In a sen se  so m e o f  this is n o rm a l, ju s t  as the teen  y e a rs  are so m e tim e s  
m ark ed  by a false  ev a lu a tio n  o f  p aren ts by child  and a lack  o f  a w a re 
n ess o f  d ev elo p m en t in the you th  by th e p aren t. H o w e v e r , som e o f  ou r  
m o d e m  m eth od s and a p p ro a ch e s tend to m ag n ify  ra th er than m in im ize  
th ese  d iffe re n ce s , both in the h o m e  and in the c h u rch . T h e  ch u rch  
n eed s both its y o u n g  and its o ld . W ith o u t the y o u n g  a co n g re g a tio n  is
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ju st o n e  g en eratio n  from  e x tin c tio n . W ith o u t the old  it m ay  be on ly  
on e g e n e ra tio n  (o r  tw o ) from  a p o sta sy . T h e  h ealth iest situation  is not 
w h ere  the y o u n g  p eo p le  run th in gs o r  the old p eo p le  run things but 
w h ere all are  co n sid e re d  brethren  and seek to h a v e  e a ch  on e fill his 
righ tful p la ce .

A g e  is n o t sy n o n y m o u s w ith sp iritu ality  o r w isd o m . O ne cou ld  
e a sily  find a lo t o f  g ra y  h ead s, "in  the ch u rch "  fo r fifty  y e a rs , w h o are  
y e t b ab es in C h rist and are ca rn a l, n ot sp iritu al. T h e ir  o n ly  w isd om  is 
largely  a w isd om  o f  this w o rld . W e  are  so m e tim e s  a lm o st o v e r 
w h elm ed  by the realiza tio n  o f  h ow  p re v a le n t this is . A  m an  m igh t a b 
sorb  a little o v e r  the y e a rs , but g e n e ra lly  sp eakin g be as w o rld ly , as 
lack in g  in spiritual co n te n t, as the v e ry  y o u n g  and im m a tu re . O n e can  
also  find C h ristian  y o u n g  p eop le  w h o are w ise  b eyon d  th eir y e a rs  and  
w ho sh ow  a k n o w led g e  o f  sp iritu al th in gs fa r su rp assin g  w h at on e  
m igh t e x p e c t . Y o u th  d o e s n ot h av e to m ean  ca rn a lity , and age  d oes  
not n e ce ssa rily  sig n ify  sp iritu ality .

N e v e rth e le ss , other things being equal , th ere  is an ad v a n ta g e  to  
ag e . T h e  L o rd  has co m m itte d  the o v e rsig h t o f  H is ch u rch  to  e ld e rs— 
o ld e r m e n . H e has seen  fit th at th o se  w h o fill this o ff ice  sh ou ld  m a n i
fest ce rta in  q u alities , so m e  o f  w h ich  req u ire  age  and e x p e rie n c e . H e 
did n ot co m m it the ch u rch  into the h and s o f  b eg in n ers o r  n o v ice s . 
Id e a lly , th ese  are  m en  o f  m atu re  u n d erstan d in g  in d o c trin e , able to  
ju d g e  the n ew  id ea n ot on ly  as to its im m e d ia te  e ffe c t but able to see  
ah ead  and also  able to ju d g e  as to its scrip tu ra ln e ss . T h e re  is a b a l
an ced  ju d g m e n t and a m e llo w in g  that c o m e  w ith a g e  w h ich  is gain ed  
in no o th e r w a y .

In p ra c tic e , eld ers are  n e v e r p e rfe c t—th ey b elon g  to the hum an  
ra c e . A n d  so m e  h av e b e co m e  eld ers w h o are  ab out as fitted  fo r the jo b  
as a left-h an d ed  m o n k ey  w re n ch  fo r  turning scre w s . B u t it is a sad day  
fo r the ch u rch  o f  the L o rd  w hen p roven  and reaso n ab ly  q ualified  m en  
are n o t a cce p te d  as lead ers  o r  w hen th ese  lead ers feel th ey  h av e  to  
d an ce  to the tune piped by the y o u n g , the in e x p e rie n ce d , and often  the  
ca rn a l.

O f  co u rse  ch a n g e  is so m e tim e s n eed ed . If  p eop le  are  h old in g to  
the truth o f  G od th ere sh ould  not be any v eerin g  from  th at. E v e n  in 
th is, h o w e v e r, if  th ere has been  truth b e fo re  u n p erceiv ed  o r  that from  
w h ich  th ere  has been a d rift, an y  d raw in g  c lo s e r  to the te a ch in g  o f  the  
W o rd  is to  be e n co u ra g e d . C h an g e  o f  m eth o d  w h ich  d oes n ot c o m p ro 
m ise  truth m a y  so m e tim e s  be n eed ed , in an effo rt to re a ch  a ch an g in g  
age o r  p eo p les  o f  d ifferen t b ack g ro u n d . E v en  ch a n g e  fo r the sak e o f  
v a rie ty , if  it d oes not co m p ro m ise  the truth n or se lfish ly  distu rb  the  
ch u rc h , is a cce p ta b le . It is v ery  u n fortu n ate  w hen th o se  w h o  m ak e up 
a g iv e n  c o n g re g a tio n  do n ot h a v e  the d iscern m en t n eed ed  to bring
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a b o u t th is  k in d  o f  c h a n g e .  P e o p l e  c a n  s e t t le  in to  a  r u t , u n w ill in g  
to  d o  a n y th in g  d if f e r e n t ,  m i s ta k in g  s a m e n e s s  f o r  f a i th f u ln e s s ! It 
m a y  b e  s u c h  a  s i tu a t io n  th e  q u e s t io n e r  h a s  in  m in d . I t  is  n o t  so  
m u c h  th a t  u n w ill in g n e s s  to  c h a n g e  w ill  le a d  to  d e a th  a s  it is  th a t  
a  c e r ta in  d e a d n e s s  h a s  le d  to  th e  s ta t ic  s i tu a t io n .

B u t  I h a v e  a ls o  n o t ic e d  a  tr e n d  in  w h ic h  th e r e  is a  c a l l  f o r  
c h a n g e  w h ic h  d o e s  c o m p r o m i s e  tr u th . W h e t h e r  b y  ig n o r a n c e ,  
la c k  o f  s p ir i tu a l  g r o w t h , r e b e ll io n  o r  w h a t e v e r ,  th e r e  is s o m e 
tim e s  a  w il l in g n e s s  to  tr im  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e ,  s a c r i f i c i n g  a  p a r t  o f  
th e  w h o le - c o u n s e l  o f  G o d  f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  w h a t  is s e e n  a s  g r e a t e r  
s u c c e s s .  O f  c o u r s e  w e  h a v e  to  a l l o w  a  c e r t a in  f r e e d o m  o f  c o n 
s c i e n c e  in is s u e s  th a t  a r e  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r e a te d  o r  a b o u t  w h ic h  
th e  W o r d  m a y  b e  in d e f in ite , b u t th e r e  is a  b o d y  o f  tru th  to  w h ic h  
C h r is tia n s  o u g h t  to  b e  c o m m it te d  a n d  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  n o  r ig h t  
to  c h a n g e  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n . T h e  w o r ld  is fu ll o f  r e l ig io u s  b o d ie s  
w h ic h  b e a r  li t t le  r e s e m b l a n c e  to  th e  c h u r c h  o f  th e  L o r d  J e s u s  b e 
c a u s e  th e y  h a v e , f o r  a  v a r ie t y  o f  r e a s o n s , a c c e p t e d  c h a n g e  f ro m  
B i b l i c a l  tr u th . It m a y  h a v e  re s u lte d  in  g r o w t h  f o r  t h e m ; a  w a 
te r e d - d o w n , d o c t o r e d  v e r s io n  o f  s p ir i tu a l  tru th  s e e m s  to  " s e l l "  
b e tte r  th a n  th e  tr u th . P e o p l e  w ith o u t  d is c e r n m e n t  o r  a b il i ty  to  
ta k e  a n y  s o lid  n u r tu re  m a y  b e  d e c e iv e d  th e r e b y . I t  m a y  lo o k  lik e  
s u c c e s s  to  th e  w o r ld ly  a n d  th e  w e a k . T h e  w o r k m a n  o f  G o d  w h o  
h a n d le s  a r i g h t  th e  w o r d  o f  tru th  m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  o u td a te d  
n u m b e r  b y  th o s e  w h o  w a n t  th is  k in d  o f  c h a n g e ,  b u t th is  re f u s a l  
h a s  th e  a p p r o v a l  o f  G o d .

I f  a  y o u n g  o r  in e x p e r ie n c e d  C h r is t ia n  ( o r  a n  o ld  b u t n o t  s p ir i -  
tu a l l y - l i t e r a te  C h r is t ia n )  p r o p o s e s  a  n e w  id e a  a n d  f in d s  th a t  id e a  
r e s is te d  b y  g o o d ,  s o l i d , s p ir i tu a l ly -m a tu r e  m e n  n o te d  fo r  th e ir  
d i s c e r n m e n t ,  h e  w ill  d o  fa r  b e t te r  to  r e e x a m i n e  th a t  id e a  a n d  
s e e k  fu lle r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a n  to  a c t  in  b ra z e n  in d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  
in s is t  th a t  th o s e  m e n  a r e  m e r e ly  o ld  f o g ie s  w ith o u t  w h o m  th e  
c h u r c h  c o u ld  m a k e  s o m e  p r o g r e s s .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , G o d ’ s 
p e o p le  n e e d  to  b e  a le r t  to  le g i t im a t e  c h a n g e  w h ic h  i m p r o v e s , n o t  
s le e p in g  a w a y  w ith  th e  s e n ili ty  o f  o ld  a g e .  A g e  d o e s  n o t  n e e d  
j e a l o u s l y  to  g u a r d  its  p o w e r . T h a n k  G o d  fo r  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o t  
fa l le n  in to  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t ,  w h o  h a v e  g o o d  n e w  id e a s  th a t  
b r e a th e  life  in to  H is  w o r k . A n d  le t  us n o t u se  th e s e  th in g s  to  
d r iv e  a  w e d g e  b e tw e e n  th e  y o u n g  a n d  th e  o ld . T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  
u n s a v o r y  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  s o m e  g e m s  in b o th  g r o u p s , a n d  s o m e  
w h o  fa ll s o m e w h e r e  b e tw e e n .
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I 'Μ SICK OF HEARING ABOUT 
BABY BOOMERS!

Mike Root

W h y  the Big Fuss?

H av e y o u  heard it y e t?  I t ’s the sound o f  o ld e r breth ren  scra tch in g  
th eir h ead s and v o ic in g  th eir d ism a y  ab o u t "a ll this B a b y  B o o m e r  
stu ff ."  W h y  is e v ery b o d y  m ak in g  su ch  a big fuss ab out the B ab y  
B o o m e rs ?  S in ce  I am a C ertified  B a b y  B o o m e r  ( i t ’s s tam p ed  on m y  
birth ce rtifica te  so m e w h e re ), I 'd  like to o ffe r  an an sw er to th at tro u 
bling q u estion .

In y o u r co n g re g a tio n , all the m e m b e rs  w h o are ro u g h ly  b etw een  
the ag es o f  3 0  and 4 8  are  B a b y  B o o m e rs . In m an y  ch u rch e s  this is a 
large  ch un k  o f  the c o n g re g a tio n . M an y  c o n g re g a tio n s , in clu d in g  m o st 
o f  the la rg e r  ch u rch e s , h ave p reach ers  w h o are  in that ag e  g ro u p . 
M an y  o f  the d e a co n s , te a ch e rs , and new  eld ers are also  B a b y  B o o m e rs .  
It is safe  to say  that m o st m en  w ho w ill b e co m e  eld ers in the n e x t d e c 
ade w ill c o m e  from  this g rou p  to o . N e a rly  all o f  the ch ild ren  in y o u r  
B ib le  sch o o l p rogram  h av e  p aren ts w h o are  B a b y  B o o m e rs . S o ?  S o , 
th ey  are n ot on ly  a v ital p art o f  the ch u rch  righ t now  but th ey  are  the 
n e x t line o f  lead ersh ip  fo r the c h u rch , and as such  w ill h av e a h uge in
flu en ce  on the fu tu re o f  the ch u rch  fo r d e ca d e s  to c o m e .

B u t sa d ly , m y o b se rv a tio n  is that a m o n g  th ose leavin g  the ch u rch , 
m o re  m e m b e rs  c o m e  from  this grou p  than any o th er. A  study o f  
C h ristian  co lle g e  g rad u ates  from  the ’ 6 0 s  and ’ 7 0 s  w ou ld  m a k e  an in
terestin g  re se a rch  p ro je ct. I think w e w o u ld  be sh ock ed  to d isco v e r  
h ow  m an y  are  e ith er atten d in g  a d en o m in atio n  o r  not attend in g a n y 
w h ere  at all.

Is the C hurch  Relevant to Boom ers?

E v e n  am o n g  those B a b y  B o o m e rs  w h o are  a c tiv e  m e m b e rs , m an y  
h av e serio u s reserv atio n s ab out the re le v a n ce  o f  the ch u rch  to th eir  
liv es . T h e re  is a strong u n d ercu rren t o f  d isco n te n t, fru stra tio n , and  
even  c y n ic is m . M an y are stru g g lin g  w ith c a re e r s , so m e  are  h avin g  a 
d ifficu lt tim e in th eir m a rria g e  o r w ith p a re n tin g , and all o f  them  are  
d ealin g  w ith w o rrie s  and stress that req u ire  m u ch  o f  th eir tim e and e n 
e rg y . T h e y  find it d ifficu lt to slip into a c o a t  and tie o r  d ress and h urry  
o ff  to ch u rch  w h ere  th ey  m u st look  faith fu l and " to g e th e r ,"  th ere  to 
p articip a te  in c la sse s  and assem b lies that d o n 't  m e e t any o f  th eir n eed s. 
A ll too  o fte n , th eir p rim ary  reaso n  fo r ch u rch  in v o lv e m e n t is th eir ch il
dren .
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It a lm ost sou nd s as if  B a b y  B o o m e rs  are se lfish , sh a llo w , and  
faith less, but n oth in g co u ld  be farth er from  the truth . B a b y  B o o m e rs , 
esp ecially  th ose  w h o h ave been raised  in the ch u rc h , lo v e  the ch u rch . 
T hey love Jesu s and b eliev e  th at o u r p erson al relation sh ip  w ith H im  is 
p aram ou n t to all e lse . T h ey  lo v e  H is W o rd  and are  loyal to the b asic  
p rem ise o f  the R e sto ra tio n  P lea . M o st B a b y  B o o m e rs  are d ed icated  
and d ep en d ab le , and they quietly do th eir tasks w ith v e ry  little need  for  
reco g n itio n  and a tten tio n . T h ey  are not reb els , co n sp ira to rs , o r  m a l
co n te n ts , but they are v ery  co n ce rn e d  ab out the fu tu re o f  the ch u rch .

How are Boom ers Different?

F irst o f  all, why are B a b y  B o o m e rs  so  d ifferen t? It 's  n o t b e ca u se  
o f  the K en n ed y  a ssa ssin a tio n , V ietn am  o r W a te rg a te . F e w , if  an y , 
ch u rch  B a b y  B o o m e rs  w ere  p ro te ste rs , flo w e r ch ild re n , o r  ra d ica ls  d u r
ing th e ’ 6 0 s  and ’ 7 0 s . T h e y  are u n iqu e, n ot b e ca u se  o f  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  
re a so n s  o r  p olitical lean in g s, but b e ca u se  o f  th eir e x p e rie n ce s  g ro w in g  
up in the ch u rch . T h e se  e x p e rie n ce s  h av e  led them  to a p riority  list 
that d iffers from  that o f  the p rev io u s g e n e ra tio n .

N o w , how  are  th ey  d ifferen t?

For one thing, Baby Boom ers refuse to accept 19th century tradi
tions as gospel. T h is is not to say  th ey  re je ct all trad itio n s. T rad itio n s  
are a w on d erfu l b on d in g d e v ice  and they g iv e  a ch u rch  a deep sen se  o f  
fam ily  and u n iq u en ess. B u t the in flexib le  and d o g m a tic  e n fo rce m e n t  
o f  ce n tu ry -o ld  e x p e d ie n cie s  on ly  re e n fo rce s  the irre le v a n cy  o f  the  
ch u rch  and d e -e m p h a siz e s  the ce n tra lity  o f  Je su s . C h u rch  fu rn itu re , 
a sse m b ly  tim es and stru ctu re s , fo rm a l attire , c la ss ica l tw o -h u n d red -  
y e a r-o ld  so n g s , san ctu ary  m in d -se ts , "w alk in g  the a is le ,"  P .M . s e rv 
ic e s , and m id -w eek  B ib le  c la s s e s —ju s t to n am e a fe w —are all trad ition s  
that at on e tim e w ere  e x p e d ie n t. W h ile  these m ay  still be g o o d , a c 
ce p ta b le  w a y s to do th in gs to d a y , e lev atin g  them  to law  ju s t w o n ’t 
w ash  w ith  B a b y  B o o m e rs .

A lso , younger Baby Boom ers are the first generation to be raised  
with youth ministers and well-organized youth program s  g ea re d  to  
th eir n eed s. T h e y  w ere  p art o f  a ch u rch  grou p  that em p h asized  b u ild 
ing relation sh ip s w ith e a ch  o th er and w ith  Je su s . T h e y  sang c o n te m 
p o ra ry  so n g s w ith m e ssa g e s  that to u ch ed  th eir h earts . T h e ir  g ath erin g s  
w e re  in fo rm a l, sp o n tan eo u s, d iscu ssio n  o rien ted , and ev en  e m o tio n a l. 
T h e n , n early  o v e rn ig h t, th ey  w e re  d rop ped  b ack  into "th e  adult 
ch u rc h ,"  w ith a 5 0 s  fo rm a t, antique so n g s and a fu n eral p arlo r a tm o s 
p h ere . S o m e m ad e the tran sitio n , but m an y  d id n ’t.

Do They Care About the Church?

79



Y e a r  after y e a r , fo r tw o d e ca d e s  n o w , y o u n g  p eo p le  h ave "g ra d u 
ate d " into the trad ition al co n v e n tio n a l, and fo rm a l ch u rch  and h av e  
w o n d e re d , "W h y  c a n ’t w e ch a n g e  th in gs and w h y c a n 't  w e re d isco v e r  
the e x c ite m e n t w e used to h ave ab o u t ch u rc h ? "  T h e  o n ly  a n sw er th at 
h as been  g iv en  is "T h is  is the w a y  w e ’ v e  a lw ay s d on e it, and w e 're  n ot  
ab ou t to  ch a n g e  it n o w . B e s id e s , it ’ s the c o r r e c t , b ib lical w a y  to do 
th in g s ."  T h e  B a b y  B o o m e r  q u ietly  sh ru gs his sh ou ld ers and resign s  
h im s e lf  to  fitting in, but at the sa m e  tim e he th in k s, " A re  they read in g  
the sa m e  B ib le  I ’m re a d in g ?"

The Baby Boom er has very little loyalty to the external acts o f  
"faithfulness" they were raised  to accept. U n fo rtu n a te ly , m an y  B a b y  
B o o m e rs  w e re  not raised  on the g o sp e l o f  Je su s  as L o rd . W e  w ere  
raised  on  the g o sp e l o f  "a c c e p ta b le  b e h a v io r ."  T h e  c la sse s  and s e r 
m o n s w e re  ab out d a n cin g , m ix e d  sw im m in g , sm o k in g , lu stin g , sh ort 
d re sse s , long h air, fo rsak in g  the a sse m b ly  and w h a t w as w ro n g  w ith  
every b od y e ls e ’ s d o ctrin e s . I d istin ctly  re m e m b e r b ein g rebuked by 
ch u rch  lead ers fo r n ot w earin g  s o c k s , n o t h avin g  m y  shirt tail tu ck ed  in , 
and w earin g  a lo n g -s le e v e  shirt th at had been cu t to sh o rt-s le e v e  so  
th at it had strin gs h an gin g  at the end o f  the s le e v e s . It w as the s ty le , 
but n ot fo r C h ristian s. I 'll  n e v e r fo rg e t b ein g ch e ck e d  fo r w h isk ers a f
te r ch a p e l at m y Christian c o lle g e , w h ile  stan d in g u n d er the p ictu re  o f  
the s c h o o l’ s fo u n d er—w h o had a ch e s t len gth  b eard . S o m e o n e , s o m e 
w h ere  had d ecid ed  th at C h ristian  y o u n g  m en  had to be c lean  sh a v e n , 
h av e  sh ort h air and co n fo rm  to ce rta in  d ress co d e s  b e fo re  th ey  cou ld  
study the B ib le  and earn  a d e g re e . M y ch ild ren  laugh w hen I tell them  
th o se  stories to d a y . I think they b elie v e  I m ak e them  up to sh ow  them  
h ow  "e a sy  th ey  h av e  it."

W e  d id n ’ t h av e  it hard  tw enty7 y e a rs  a g o , but w e did d is c o v e r  the  
h y p o crisy  o f  b eliev in g  th at a c o a t  and tie m ad e on e a d ed icated  C h ris 
tian . W e  also  d isco v e re d  g ra c e  and realized  that ch e ck lis t  relig io n  and  
blind o b ed ien ce  to tradition  h a v e  very  little to do w ith  faith fu ln ess.

A s  a resu lt, Baby Boom ers do not f e e l  the sam e sense o f  loyalty to 
church attendance as their predecessors do. T h e y  d o n ’t see it as an 
a c t o f  fa ith fu ln ess, e sp e cia lly  on S u n d ay  n ig h t, W e d n e sd a y  n ig h t, and 
m a n y  sp ecia l e v e n ts . T h is d o e s n ’t m ean  they d o n 't  see  th ese a s s e m 
b lies as im p o rtan t, it is ju st th at th eir p erso n al re la tio n sh ip  w ith G od is 
m o re  im p ortan t than the ju d g m e n t o f  b re th ren , w h o  see faith fu ln ess in 
te rm s o f  atten d an ce  and not the h eart. A fte r  all, y o u  c a n 't  ju d g e  h e a rts , 
but y o u  can  ju d g e  a tte n d a n ce . T h a t is e x a c tly  the kind o f  legalism  
B a b y  B o o m e rs  re je ct.

Baby Boom ers em brace love , g race , and Jesu s as fr e e  gifts that 
cannot be earned. T h e ir e x p e rie n ce s  o f  g ro w in g  up in the m id st o f  
sq u ab b les , d eb ates and se lf-rig h te o u s  co n d em n atio n  o f  all n o n -c o n 
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form ists ca u se d  them  to  see  the im p o rta n ce  o f  em p h asiz in g  Je su s . 
M any do n o t u n d erstan d  w h en  w e talk ab out b ein g "n eed s o rie n te d ."  It 
is n ot th at w e  w an t to turn th e ch u rch  into a h uge C h ristian  co u n selin g  
cen ter, th ou gh  th ere is c le a r ly  a n eed  fo r su ch  help to  e x is t , b ut rath er  
that w e re c o g n iz e  Jesu s as th e a n sw e r to o u r n eed s. H is W o rd  and his 
Spirit g iv e  c o m f o r t , g u id a n ce  and n o u rish m e n t; w hile le g a lism , trad i
tionalism  and fo rm alism  p ro v id e  o n ly  fa c a d e s , fak es and fractu red  
ch u rch e s . Je su s  is a lw ay s re le v a n t and w h en  he isn ’t, it is b e ca u se  w e  
h ave g o tten  in his w a y .

Baby Boom ers are fa r  m ore interested in discovering how the mes
sage o f  the B ible applies to real-life situations than they are in arguing 
over methods o f  interpretation. M an y  o f  the m ain lin e  d o c trin e s , esp e 
cially  th o se  b ased  on binding e x a m p le s , are  n o t im p o rtan t issu es to the 
B a b y  B o o m e r . T h e ir  p rio ries are  in a to ta lly  d ifferen t v e in . W h e n  you  
m ix  this c o n tra s t in p riorities  w ith  ch u rch  lead ers w h o are  m o re  in ter
ested  in th eir au th o rity  than in real sp iritu al sh ep h erd in g , real p rob lem s  
ca n  o c c u r . E a ch  e d ic t and d ictu m  e sca la te s  the a lien atio n . T o o  o ften , 
B a b y  B o o m e rs  h av e the p ercep tio n  on ly  o ld e r, h e a v y  con trib u tin g  
m em b ers  h a v e  the e a r o f  the e ld ers . So th ey  pull b ack  into th eir m in is
trie s , u sually  w o rk in g  w ith  so m e  a sp e ct o f  ch ild re n ’s m in istry  o r  b e
n e v o le n ce , and b a sica lly  ask to  be left a lo n e.

A g a in , th ese  are  g e n e ra litie s  and do n o t d escrib e  e v e ry  B a b y  
B o o m e r  in e v e ry  co n g re g a tio n , but I b elie v e  it tru th fu lly  d ep icts  the  
feelin gs o f  m a n y .

W h a t  Choices Do They H ave?

T h e re a so n  m an y  o ld e r m em b ers  are u n aw are  o f  h ow  the B a b y  
B o o m e rs  feel is that B a b y  B o o m e rs  h av e  su ch  a deep  lo v e  fo r  the  
L o r d ’ s ch u rch  th at m o st re fu se  to be d iv isiv e  ab out th eir fee lin g s. 
S o m e  are o p tim is tic  ab out o p p o rtu n ities to ch a n g e  th in g s, and th ey  
w an t to c o n stru c tiv e ly  help bring ab ou t so m e  o f  th o se  ch a n g e s . O th 
e rs , h o w e v e r, are  slo w ly  b ack in g  aw ay  into in a ctiv ity  and even  o u t the  
b ack  d o o r. T h e y  are sa y in g , " I f  p eop le  th ro w  a fit o v e r  the p rea ch e r  
n o t w earin g  a tie o r o v e r sin gin g  a son g d uring the co m m u n io n , w hat 
are they g o in g  to do w h en  w e ask to ch a n g e  so m e really  big  th in g s?"  
S o th ey  are fa ce d  w ith  a d ile m m a . D o th ey  push to b rin g  about 
ch a n g e s  (n o t d o c trin e , o n ly  e x p e d ie n c ie s ) and seek  to  im p ro v e  things  
fo r the v a st m a jo rity —ev en  th ou gh  it w ill d riv e  a w ay  a few  o ld e r b reth 
ren  w ho w ill fee l th reaten ed  by the ch a n g e ?  O r, do th ey  do n o th in g , 
and w atch  d o z e n s o f  y o u n g  and m idd le aged  fam ilies slip th rou gh  the  
cra c k s ?
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What About the Children?

P e rso n a lly , I am not as w o rried  about the B a b y  B o o m e rs  as I am  
th eir ch ild ren . F o r  the m o st p art B a b y  B o o m e rs  h a v e  d e v elo p ed  th eir  
ow n  little n ich e  in the c h u rch . T h e y  h av e  learned  to  live w ith  it, fo r  
aw h ile  a n y w a y . B u t they are  ask in g q u estion s about the future and 
ab out th eir ch ild re n . A fte r  he baptized  his d a u g h te r , a B a b y  B o o m e r  
fath er said  to  m e , " B y  the tim e m y d a u g h ter is a y o u n g  ad ult, I d o n 't  
think she w ill be w illin g  to  a c c e p t the c h u r c h 's  trad ition al ro le  for  
w o m e n . I w o n d e r w h at she w ill d o ."

O u r ch ild ren  h ave even  g re a te r  needs and h ig h e r e x p e c ta tio n s  than  
w e e v e r h ad . If  it has been h ard  fo r B ab y  B o o m e rs  to a cce p t b ein g  part 
o f  a 5 0 s  ch u rc h , h ow  hard w ill it be for o u r ch ild ren  in y e a r  2 0 0 0 ?  
W ill th ey  m a k e  the tran sition  from  a d y n a m ic y o u th  p ro g ram  and an 
en erg ized  c o lle g e  e x p e rie n ce  to  an a ssem b ly  that refu ses to ad ju st from  
the post W o rld  W a r  II e ra ?  If  e x p e rt re se a rch e rs  are  d escrib in g  B ab y  
B o o m e rs  attitu d es ab out ch u rch  by sa y in g , " I t 's  ju s t that the ch u rch  
d o e s n 't  do an yth in g  fo r th e m ,"  w h at w ill they say ab out o u r ch ild ren  in 
fiv e  o r ten y e a rs ?

How Can W e  Im prove the Situation?

T h e ch u rch e s  that su rv iv e  and th rive in the n e x t d e ca d e  w ill be 
th ose  ch u rch e s th at are n ot afraid  to adjust and be fle x ib le  w h ere  G od  
has given  us the freed om  to  do so . T h e se  co n g re g a tio n s  w ill h ave to 
m ak e so m e  tou gh  d e cisio n s fo r the future and re co g n iz e  that so m e  
p eop le a re n 't  g o in g  to like them  and m ay  le a v e . O f  c o u rs e , ch an g in g  
things ju st fo r the sak e o f  ch a n g e  is not w orth  ca u sin g  p eop le  to leav e . 
B u t w e h a v e n 't  h esitated  m u ch  in the p ast w hen th ere w as a need to 
build a new  b u ild in g , start a bus p ro g ra m , ea t in the b u ild in g , o r  any  
n u m b er o f  th in gs that w e k n ew  w ou ld  ch a se  so m e  folks a w a y . T h e  ra 
tion ale  w as ap p rop riate  then and still is to d a y : Y o u  do w h at is b est for  
the future m ajority   o f  the ch u rch  in o rd e r to b etter carry out the L o rd 's  
w o rk .

It is not m y  intent to be c ritica l o r  to be a p rop h et o f  d o o m . I am  
m erely  try ing to help us und erstan d  w h y m o st B a b y  B o o m e rs  are q ui
etly  leavin g  the ch u rch  o r  seem  d istan t and u n in terested  o r, at the very 
le a st, think d ifferen tly  than so m e  o f  th eir o ld e r b reth ren . I do not think  
the situation  is h o p e le ss , o r  that seriou s d iv isio n s are  im m in en t. On 
the con trary  , I think the fu tu re lo o k s w on d erfu l b e ca u s e  I see a spirit o f  
c o n c e rn , lo v e  and loyalty’ to  the L o rd  and H is b o d y .

T h e key to w ork in g  th rou gh  this p rob lem  is in the B o o k . I c a n 't  
help but think o f  th ree  sh ort B ib lica l p rin cip le s : First, "W e  keep His 
co m m a n d m e n ts  and do the th in gs that are  p leasin g  in H is sig h t" (1
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John 3 :2 2 ) .  T h is m u st a lw ays be the startin g  p oin t fo r  brethren  w h o  
care ab out doing G o d ’ s w ill. Second , "S p eak in g  the truth in lo v e , w e  
are to grow ’ up in all a sp e cts  into H im , w h o is the h e a d , even  C h rist"  
(E p h . 4 :1 5 ) .  B e c a u s e  o u r d esire  is to  be C h ris t-lik e , w e  need plenty o f  
fa c e -to -fa c e  co m m u n ica tio n  w h e re  w e  speak  tru th fu lly  and lo v in g ly . 
W e are n ot "o ld  fo g ie s"  o r  "y o u n g  w h ip p e r-sn a p p e rs ,"  but b roth ers and  
sisters in Jesu s C h rist. S nob b ish n ess o r  a rro g a n ce  h a v e  no p lace  in the  
fam ily  o f  G od . T h a t is w h y  the third  p a ssa g e  th at c a m e  to m y  m ind is, 
"B e  o f  the sam e m ind tow ard  on e a n o th e r; do n o t be h au gh ty  in m in d , 
but a sso c ia te  w ith the lo w ly . D o n o t be w ise  in y o u r  ow n  estim ation  
. . . so  far as it d epen d s on y o u , be at p e a ce  w ith  all m en " (R o m .  
1 2 :1 6 ,1 8 ) .

T h e re  is no such  thing as a g e n e ra tio n  g a p : th e p rob lem  is w ith  
co m m u n ica tio n  g a p s . S u rely  p eo p le  w h o  love the L o rd  and each  o th e r  
ca n  find a w ay  to  sit d ow n  and d iscu ss  th eir fe e lin g s , n eed s and p e r
c e p tio n s . E ld ers  need  to take the lead  and spend so m e  tim e visitin g  
w ith  B a b y  B o o m e rs  in th eir h o m e s , th eir B ib le  c la sse s  and in th eir  
m in istries . M e m b e rs—y o u n g  and o ld —need to  op en  th eir h earts , m inds  
and B ib les  and re a ch  ou t to ea ch  o th e r so that the ch u rch  o f  A . D . 2 0 0 0  
w ill be stro n g e r and la rg e r  than it is to d a y .

"So then , let us pursue the things which make fo r  p eace  and the 
building up o f  one another" (Rom. 14:19).

—F ro m  Ju ly /A u g u st 1992 IM A G E  by p erm ission

A F T E R  T H E  B O O M ER S  C O M E  T H E  B U S T E R S

T h e  B a b y  B o o m e rs  m ak e up a lm o st 1/3 o f  the U .S . p o p u latio n , 
and g e t lo ts o f  a tten tio n . T h e ir y o u n g e r b roth ers and sisters , o r  c h il
dren  b o r n  b etw een  1 9 6 5  and ‘ 8 3 ,  are  ca lle d  B a b y  B u ste rs . T h a t’ s b e
ca u se  the birth rate  d eclin ed  d u rin g  th ose y e a r s —the b aby bust 
fo llo w ed  the b o o m . Y e t  B u sters  m a k e  up 2 7 %  o f  the U .S . p op u lation . 
W h a t are th ey  lik e , in g e n e ra l?

T h e y  are sk ep tica l ab ou t in stitu tion s and p essim istic  about the fu 
tu re , due to in cre a sin g  crim e  and sca n d a ls  plus a p re ca rio u s  e co n o m y . 
T h e y  lack  c o m m itm e n t to  th eir jo b s  and think it n o rm a l to ch an g e  jo b s  
re g u la rly . T h ey  v a lu e  th eir leisure tim e , feelin g  i t ’s im p ortan t to  d e 
v elo p  p erso n al re la tio n sh ip s—w h ich  th ey  think th eir w o rk a h o lic  p a r
ents n e g le c t. T h e y  spend large  am o u n ts o f  tim e v iew in g  T V  and  
m o v ie s . A n d  re lig io u sly ?  "T h e y  w an t a faith  th at w ill sh ow  them  how  
to grow  p erso n a lly  and h ow  to e n h a n ce  re la tio n sh ip s , ra th er than a 
faith  th at fo cu se s  on rules and tra d itio n s."

—B a se d  on The Invisible Generation, by G e o rg e  B a rn a
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C h a n g e s !  D u e  to  B o o m e r s ’ w e a k n e s s e s  a n d  s t r e n g t h s . . .

MISSIONS AND BABY BOOMERS
Doug Priest, Jr.

A  new  d ay has d aw n ed  fo r m issio n s in o u r c h u rc h e s . T h e tim e o f  
the B a b y  B o o m e r  h as a rriv ed . B a b y  B o o m e rs  h a v e  n o t o n ly  invaded  
the W h ite  H o u se  and o u r ch u rch e s , th ey  h a v e  also  in vad ed  o u r m ission  
field s and o u r ch u rch  m issio n  c o m m itte e s .

B a b y  B o o m e rs  are  a w ell know n  s o c io lo g ic a l p h e n o m e n o n . B o m  
in the y e a rs  b etw een  1 9 4 6  and 1 9 6 4 ,  th ey  are m o v in g  into m o re  and  
m o re  lead ersh ip  p o sitio n s in o u r s o c ie ty . T h e B a b y  B o o m e rs  in clu d e  
th ose w h o ca m e  o f  ag e  in the tu rb u len t ’ 6 0 s —the tim e o f  the V ietn am  
w ar p ro te sts , the h ip p ie s , and the Je su s  P eo p le  M o v e m e n t. M an y o f  
them  w ere  d eep ly  in flu en ced  by the "M e "  d e ca d e s o f  the 1 9 7 0 ’s and 
1 9 8 0 ’ s.

F ro m  a re lig io u s p oin t o f  v iew  th ey  w ere  also  in flu en ced  by the  
ch a rism a tic  ren ew al m o v e m e n t that sw ep t throu gh  C h ristia n ity  during  
this p erio d . B o o m e rs  in ch u rch e s  to d ay  g e n e ra lly  p re fe r co n tem p o rary ’ 
w orsh ip  se rv ic e s . T h e  B a b y  B o o m e r  reality is so  w ell know n  and  
d o cu m en ted  th at th ere  is little need  to  g iv e  a m o re  d etailed  d escrip tio n .

T h is a rtic le  seek s to e x a m in e  the ro le  B a b y  B o o m e rs  are  p layin g  in 
the m issio n a ry  o u tre a ch  o f  o u r ch u rch e s  to d a y . F o r  w h e th e r w e like it 
o r n o t, the B a b y  B o o m e rs  w ith  th eir unique valu e sy stem  are b e co m in g  
the m a jo r m o v in g  fo rc e  in o u r ch u rch  m issio n  e n d e a v o rs .

Short-term

B o o m e rs  h a v e  in fected  the m issio n s m o v e m e n t w ith  a sh ort-term  
p e rsp e ctiv e . W h e n  I en tered  B ib le  c o lle g e  in 1 9 7 0  I w a s terrib ly  im 
p ressed  by the la rg e  n u m b er os stu d en ts w h o held w eek en d  m in istries . 
S o m e  o f  m y  "id o ls"  w ere  the fello w s w ho served  as y o u th  m in iste rs , 
m an y  o f  them  fo r th ree  y e a rs  at the sa m e  ch u rch  d urin g th eir fo u r y e a rs  
o f  B ib le  c o lle g e .

I jo in e d  th eir ra n k s. B u t by the tim e  I w as a se n io r in 1 9 7 4 , the  
n u m b er o f  stu d en ts w h o w ere  serv in g  w eek en d  m in istries  had d w in 
dled se v e re ly . O f  th o se , m o st seem ed  to lim it th eir m in istries  to  a y e a r  
o r even  le ss . T h e re  w as a tre m e n d o u s sh ift from  lo n g -te rm  to  sh o rt
term  co m m itm e n ts  in the early  1 9 7 0 ’ s. L e t us re ca ll that the B a b y  
B o o m e rs  are the p eo p le  w h o h av e  m a d e  the d iv o rce  sta tis tics  sh oot o f f  
the g ra p h . T h e y  do n ot like to  m ak e  lo n g -term  c o m m itm e n ts . T h e y  
q u ick ly  m o v e  from  o n e  jo b  to  the n e x t (th ou gh  w ith  to d a y ’ s e co n o m ic  
situation  this is c h a n g in g ).
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O v e r the last tw en ty  y e a rs  I h av e  been in v o lv ed  w ith recru itin g  
m issio n aries . W h e n  I first b egan  re cru itin g  in the 1 9 7 0 ’ s I u sed  to tell 
p ro sp ects  th at w e  w an ted  th o se  w h o w ou ld  "m a k e  a lifelon g  c o m m it
m en t" to m issio n  se rv ic e . B u t on m y  fu rlou gh  in 1 9 8 3  I rea lized  that 
the lan g u ag e  o f  recru itin g  had ch a n g e d . N o w  w e said th in gs lik e , "W e  
w ould  like y o u  to  co n sid e r a c o m m itm e n t o f  fo u r y e a rs ."  T his o b viou s  
ch a n g e  w as to fit th e B a b y  B o o m e r  m e n ta lity .

N o w a d a y s , ev en  the p h rase  "lo n g -te rm  m ission  co m m itm e n t"  has 
been p ared  d ow n  to m ean  a tw o -y e a r  co m m itm e n t. S o m e w h o m an ag e  
to  stay  on the field  fo r even  s ix  m on th s ca ll  th e m se lv e s  lo n g -te rm  m is
sio n aries to d istingu ish  th e m se lv e s  from  th ose  w h o g o  fo r sh o rter  
te rm s, like a tw o  w eek  v isit!

N o d o u b t in m issio n s w e are in the p h ase  o f  the S h ort T e rm e r . It is 
a unique m issio n a ry  indeed  w h o has been  on the field  fo r e ig h t y e a rs . 
M o st m issio n  ca n d id a te s  to d ay  sim p ly  w ill n ot ag ree  to a lifelo n g  c o m 
m itm en t. In fa c t m an y  w ill n ot a g re e  to m o re  than a tw o -y e a r  p erio d .

T h at the sh o rt-term  p e rsp e ctiv e  has arrived  in m ission  activ ities  
should  n ot be at all su rp risin g . A fte r  a ll, it w as the B a b y  B o o m e rs  w ho  
m ad e m an y  fast food  ch ain s p ro v e  to be w ise  in v estm en ts. T h e y  are  
the on es w h o p io n eered  the u se o f  in stan t fo o d , m icro w a v e  o v e n s , and 
d isp o sab le  d iap ers .

Hands-on

B o o m e rs  in sist on h an d s-on  m iss io n ’ s in v o lv e m e n t. It used  to be 
th at o u r ch u rch e s  w ou ld  d eterm in e  to  su p p ort a m issio n a ry  fin a n cia lly , 
p ray  fo r th e m , o c c a s io n a lly  w rite  to th e m , and see them  o n ce  ev e ry  
fiv e  y e a rs  o r  so w h en  they ca m e  to  rep o rt w h ile  on fu rlo u g h . T h o se  
d ay s are  la rg e ly  p ast.

T o d a y  ch u rch  p eop le  w h o are in terested  in m issio n s w an t to  have  
m o re  in v o lv e m e n t than g iv in g , p ra y in g , and le tte r-w ritin g . N o w  they  
w an t to h av e  a say  co n ce rn in g  m issio n a ry  s tra te g y , p rin cip les and a c 
co u n ta b ility . M an y  ch u rch e s  req u ire  m issio n a rie s  to fill ou t y e a rly  o r  
ev en  q u arterly  re p o rts . M issio n a rie s  w h o fail to  do so find th at they  
so o n  re c e iv e  letters  ask in g w h y th ey  h a v e  n o t k ept th eir su p p orters b et
te r in fo rm ed . T h e y  are  m ad e  to  realize  th at con tin u ed  fin an cia l in 
v o lv e m e n t w ill req u ire  b etter field  co m m u n ica tio n s  from  the 
m issio n a ry .

M ission  co m m itte e  m e m b e rs  to d ay  w an t to e x p e rie n ce  the m ission  
situation  firsth an d . So th ey  m ak e  trips to v isit th eir m issionary' on the 
field . T h e ir  a w aren ess  o f  the a ctu al field  situation  is h eigh ten ed  
th rou gh  su ch  v is its . T h ey  can  g iv e  u p -to -d a te  rep o rts  to th eir c o n g re 
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g a tio n s  w h en  th ey  retu rn . T h e y  are  b etter ab le  to p ray  fo r  th eir m is 
s io n a rie s . T h e se  v isits  are m a d e  p ossib le  b e ca u se  o f  the e a se  o f  travel 
arou n d  o u r g lo b e  to d a y , and th e reaso n ab le  p rice  fo r  a irfa re s .

S u rely  it is a p o sitiv e  fe a tu re  th at o u r ch u rch e s  are n ow  m o re  p e r
so n ally  in v o lv e d  w ith th eir m issio n a rie s . W h e n  I w as in A f r ic a  it w as  
n o t u n co m m o n  fo r m e to g o  fo r se v e ra l y e a rs  w ith o u t a p erso n al le tter  
from  so m e o f  m y  su p p ortin g  ch u rch e s , d esp ite  m u ch  co rre sp o n d e n ce  
from  m e to th em . T h a t situation  has ch a n g e d  fo r  the b etter.

W h ile  the b en efits  o f  v isitin g  m issio n a rie s  on the field  are  m a n y , 
o n e  d a n g e r is th at so m e v is ito rs  q u ick ly  b e co m e  "m issio n  e x p e rts "  
w ith o u t putting in the req u isite  tim e in the c la ssro o m  o r on the field  to 
q u alify  them  fo r the ro le . B a b y  B o o m e rs  are  p eop le  w h o h a v e  no 
q u alm s w ith  ch a lle n g in g  the statu s q uo. T h e y  ca n  be quite fick le  (as  
both  B u sh  and C lin ton  k n o w ), and easily  sw itch  th eir a lle g ia n ce s .

A s  B a b y  B o o m e rs  take m o re  and m o re  o f  the seats on o u r ch u rch  
m is s io n ’ s co m m itte e s  the trend o f  d esirin g  h an d s-on  e x p e rie n ce  w ill 
e s c a la te . C h u rch e s  to d ay  are sim p ly  n ot as w illin g  to let the m iss io n 
ary  do his o r  h er ow n  thing w h ile  rep o rtin g  to the ch u rch  after the fa ct.

N atio n al C h ristian s c o m e  to the S ta tes fo r  B ib le  co lle g e  and to  
ra ise  fu n d s, and ch u rch e s g e t behind th ese  b ro th ers and sisters and then  
la te r v is it them  on the m issio n  field . T h e se  ch u rch e s  h av e  c o m e  to re 
a lize  that th ey  can  acco m p lish  so m e  o f  th eir m issio n  o b je ctiv e s  quite  
ap art from  m issio n  b oard s o r  ev e n  from  A m e rica n  m issio n a rie s .

New Strategies

B o o m e rs  w ill co n sid e r n ew  m ission  s tra te g ie s . T h e re  are tw o  
sy m b o ls  o f  to d a y ’ s B a b y  B o o m e rs  th at sh ow  th ey  p la ce  a high valu e  
on v a rie ty . O ne is the sate llite  d ish  th rou gh  w h ich  they re c e iv e  h u n 
d red s o f  te lev isio n  ch an n els in stead  o f  the trad itio n al th ree (re m e m b e r  
th e d ays w hen all w e had w as A B C , N B C  and C B S ? ) .  T h e o th e r is the  
c ra z e  in e th n ic  fo o d s . S teak  and p o ta to es g a v e  w ay  to  ta c o s , b a g e ls , 
p a sta , su sh i and ch ick e n  salad  (l ite ) . F o r  th e B o o m e r , v a rie ty  is the  
sp ice  o f  life .

M issio n s too  h av e  aw ak en ed  to the need  fo r  a v a rie ty  o f  m in istries . 
F o r  y e a rs  the note has been so u n d ed : "T h e  d ay  o f  the p io n eer m iss io n 
ary  is o v e r ."  T h e  m ission  situ atio n s I w as in v o lv ed  w ith  in A fr ic a  re 
quired  the "pith  h e lm e t"  sort o f  m iss io n a ry . B u t as m o re  tim e g o e s  b y , 
this ja c k -o f -a ll- tra d e s  m issio n ary  ro le  is g iv in g  w ay  to m is s io n a ry -s p e 
c ia lis t  ro le .
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T o d a y ’ s m issio n a rie s  are  th o se  w h o can  g o  to a co u n try  and help  
the ch u rch  that has a lread y  been estab lish ed  th ere . T o d a y ’s m issio n a r
ies are agricu ltu ral e x p e r ts , m e d ica l p erso n n el, te a ch e rs , lead ersh ip  d e 
v e lo p m e n t sp e cia lis ts , th e o lo g ia n s and ad v iso rs . B ib le  c o lle g e  training  
for to d a y ’ s m issio n a ry  is no lo n g er en o u g h . M an y m issio n aries  are not 
even  a llow ed  to  h av e  a v isa  to w ork  in a foreign  co u n try  unless they  
h ave a p ro fe ssio n a l d eg re e  from  a u n iv ersity .

W h e n  a m issio n a ry  can d id a te  c o m e s  to ou r ch u rch e s  to d a y , the 
B a b y  B o o m e rs  on the co m m itte e  w ill ask  search in g  q uestion s about 
the e x a c t  ro le  the m issio n a ry  e x p e c ts  to  p lay  on the field . N o m o re  
w ill an sw ers like "G o d  ca lle d  m e th ere , and I ’ ll ju st do as H e leads m e "  
su ffice . A  h eart o f  g o ld , a b ack p ack  and en th usiasm  are not seen as 
en ou gh  fo r to d a y ’ s m issio n a rie s .

B a b y  B o o m e rs  re a liz e  th at n ation al C h ristian s are  u sually  b etter  
e v a n g e lis ts  than fo re ig n e rs . A nd b e ca u se  B a b y  B o o m e rs  h ave put in 
y e a rs  o f  train in g to a ch ie v e  e x p e rtise  in th eir p ro fe ssio n , they e x p e c t  
th at m issio n a ry  ca n d id a te s  should also  be sim ilarly  p rep ared .

B a b y  B o o m e rs  are  b reath in g  new  life into o u r co n g re g a tio n s . 
T h ey  are  the v an g u ard  o f  a n ew  a w a re n e ss  and a h eigh ten ed  in v o lv e 
m en t in the m issio n ary  w ork  o f  the ch u rc h . T h ey  are the on es G od is 
u sin g to  lead us into the tw e n ty -firs t ce n tu ry .

[Doug Priest, Jr., the Asian Coordinator for Christian Missionary
Fellowship, lives in Singapore.

VOICES from the FIELD S
W in s to n  A lle n  E a g le  R i v e r ,  A la s k a  F e b . 2 8 ,  1 9 9 4

[F ro m  a letter to the W & W  o f f ic e :]  Y e s te rd a y  I b ap tized  tw o la 
d ies. S o  w e n eed  m o re  co p ie s  o f  D e n n is ’ b o o k let, A New Creation , if  
th ey  are  still a v a ila b le . [Y e s ,  they a re , @  $ 1 .4 0 .  —E d ito r]

F e b ru a ry  h ere has been very' se v e re , so it is g o o d  to know  th at, at 
least a cco rd in g  to the ca le n d a r, sp rin g  b egin s b efore  the end o f  n ext  
m o n th .

O u r son N o rm an  is sch ed u led  to be h ere  Ju ly  9 - 2 5 .  O u r g ra n d ch il
dren  are g ro w in g  up and w e h ard ly  k n ow  th em . P erh ap s so m e tim e  in 
‘9 4  th ere  ca n  be reu n io n s.
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M a r k  a n d  C a n d y  G a r r e t t  L e a v in g  C a n a d a ,  h e a d in g  f o r  A f r ic a  
F e b r u a r y  2 6 , 1 9 9 4

E x a c tly  on e m on th  from  tod ay  (M a rch  2 6 )  w e 'll  be landing at 
D ak ar In tern ation al A irp o rt in S e n e g a l! L o o k in g  at the snow  drifts out 
m y  w in d o w , th at idea seem s a little b iz a rre . W e ’ ve  ju s t lived  through  
the co ld e s t Jan u a ry  in Q u eb ec in 5 0  y e a rs ! T h e a v e ra g e  high  te m p e ra 
tu re last m on th  w as -5  F .

L e a v in g  Q u eb ec w ill be hard on the h eart. In 14  m on th s w e h av e  
built so m e  g o o d  frien d sh ip s. O ur frien d s here h av e e n co u ra g e d  us in 
lan g u ag e  study and h ave show n a real in terest in the w ork  in S e n e g a l.

O ne o f  G o d 's  p ro v isio n s fo r us is a h ou se full o f  fu rn itu re  read y  to  
use w h en  w e  arriv e  in S e n e g a l. A  m ission ary  fam ily  is leavin g  o u r  
field , so w e b ou gh t m o st o f  th eir fu rn ish in g s. T h is w ill en ab le us to  
ju m p  into m in istry  and lan g u ag e learn in g th at m u ch  m o re  q u ick ly !

F eb ru a ry  11 to M arch  12 is the m on th  o f  R am ad an  fo r M u slim s  
around the w o rld . P ra ctic in g  M u slim s do n ot ea t o r  drink from  su nrise  
to su n set each  d ay . S o , they rise v e ry  early  in the m o rn in g  to eat and 
drink en ou gh  to  fast th rou gh  the d a y lig h t h ou rs and then th ey  eat again  
after su n set. It is not an e a sy  d isc ip lin e , e sp e cia lly  b e ca u s e  they m ay  
n ot e v e n  drink w a te r. B u t they are m o tiv a te d  by th eir d esire  to earn  a 
righ t stan d in g w ith G o d . P ray  that the W o lo f  p eop le w ill ch o o se  the  
free  g ift o f  salvation  th rou gh  Jesu s instead o f  the futile pursuit o f  
w o rk s to  p lease  G od .

M an y M uslim  co u n trie s  m ak e entry d ifficu lt o r im p o ssib le  for any  
C h ristian  m issio n a ry . B u t S e n e g a l, 9 0 %  M u slim , a llo w s e a sy  entry fo r  
A m e rica n  m issio n a rie s . W e  are not even  required  a v isa . T his w ide  
open d o o r should ca ll us to a c tio n ! W o u ld  you  p ray fo r m o re  w o rk ers  
in this n eed y  co u n try ?

W h y  did C an d y  pack  five dozen  clo th  diapers fo r A f r ic a 0 B e ca u se  
in Ju n e  w e th ree are e x p e ctin g  to b e co m e  w e fou r. Y e s ,  o u r secon d  
ch ild  is on the w ay ! C a n d y 's  p re g n a n cy  is p ro g re ssin g  n o rm a lly  and 
w e look forw ard  to a safe  d eliv ery  in S e n e g a l. W e  thank o u r L o rd  fo r  
an o th er p re cio u s g ift.

S e n d  le t te rs  t o :  L a  M is s io n  S I M ,B .P .  2 7 4 ,T h i e s ,  S E N E G A L  
W . A f r i c a

S e n d  A d d r e s s  c h a n g e s  t o :  c /o  3 9 9  C o l l e g e  S t . ,  W i n c h e s t e r ,  
K Y  4 0 3 9 1  U S A
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Ja m e s  &  K a ren  Ashley F e b ru a ry  1994 Solom on Islands

The final m onths o f  the old year saw Jam es m aking a survey trip 
around Sm all M alaita to get additional feedback on the adjustm ents we 
had proposed to the S a ’a writing system . These adjustments had been 
adopted years ago by the S a ’a Translation C om m ittee, but not every 
one has agreed to them .

W e w ere pleased with the results o f  the survey. W e polled m ore  
than a thousand people, and upwards o f  8 5 %  o f  them preferred the 
w riting system w e are using. W e w ere especially gratified that som e  
who had previously opposed it listened to our explanations and de
cided to accep t it. L iteracy  rates w ere as exp ected —only those few  
with the equivalent o f  a high school education (about 6 % ) can read 
English with a satisfactory degree o f  understanding. Pijin literacy was 
only m arginally better (although spoken Pijin is understood by many 
people).

W hile m ost people prefer the writing system  adopted by the c o mmit- 
tee, there is a very small segm ent o f  the population that vehem ently  
opposes it. W e have done all w e can to resolve this problem — includ
ing delaying production o f  som e books in hopes o f  a resolution. The 
tim e has co m e, though, when we feel we must forge ahead and leave 
the opposition in G od ’s hands. Please pray that these people will see 
the advantages o f  w hat we have proposed and will stop try ing to make 
trouble for us.

Beginning in July our director, Freddy B osw ell, will be going on 
furlough. U nfortunately, the office w on ’t run by itself, so Jam es has 
been asked to fill in tem porarily. This m eans we will be in H oniara for 
the last half o f  ‘9 4  and the first h alf o f  ‘9 5 . W hile we will have ready  
access  to wonderful things like telephones, photocopiers, stores, and 
ice cream , it also m eans our translation program  will slow down to a 
one legged limp as m ost o f  our tim e will be taken up with adm inistra
tion. David and T im o will keep on translating, but checking will only 
happen if office headaches drop to an all-tim e low .

On the spiritual side we have seen som e positive things happening 
here in S a ’a. David and som e others in the village have been m eeting  
every' Friday night for several w eeks now for fellowship and Bible  
teaching. Pray that it continues and flourishes both in num bers and in 
m eeting the p eop le’s spiritual needs.
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R e v i v a l ,  O u r  G r e a te s t  N e e d  - -

Charles G. Finney,
H is E x p erien ces  and T ea ch in gs

This rem arkable man o f  God w as b o rn  in C onn ecticut in 1792  and 
lived until 1 8 7 5 . He had a fantastic ministry as an itinerant preacher. 
M ultitudes w ere converted through his m eeting, both in small villages  
and in large cities such as N ew  Y ork  and Philadelphia. But m ore  
am azing were the powerful spiritual awakenings that occurred tim e af
ter tim e, in place after place. God was working in seem ingly in escap 
able w ays! N ot everyone was converted , o f  co u rse ; but m ultitudes 
w ere deeply im pacted by G od ’s truth, w hether they turned to Him or 
not.

Finney preached for m ore than forty years. He m ade several fruit
ful visits to G reat Britain . F o r decades he also taught theology at 
Oberlin C ollege in O hio, and even served as its president. U nder his 
influence it becam e a cen ter o f  evangelical activity . He w as a zealous 
reform er as w ell, and a strong crusader against slavery . But our inter
est here is in his experiences and teachings regarding revival. N otice  
the im portance o f  prayer in his ministry', as we quote from his autobi
ography.

"I used to spend a great deal o f  time in prayer; som etim es, I 
thought, literally praying ‘w ithout ceasin g .' I also found it very profit
able, and felt very' m uch inclined to hold frequent days o f  private fast
ing. On those days I would seek to be entirely alone with G od, and I 
would generally w ander off into the w oods, or get into the m eetin g
house, or som ew here away entirely by m yself.

"T he spirit o f  prayer that prevailed in those revivals was a very 
m arked feature o f  them . T here w as a great pressure o f  the Holy Spirit 
upon the minds o f  C hristians; and they seem ed to bear about with 
them the burden o f  im m ortal souls. They m anifested the greatest 
w atchfulness in all their w ords and actions . . . .

"In regard to m y own exp erien ce, I  will say that unless I had the 
spirit o f  prayer I could do nothing. If even for a day or an hour I lost 
the spirit o f  g race and supplication, I found my self unable to preach  
with pow er and efficien cy , or to win souls by personal conversation . 
In this respect my experience w as w hat it has alway s been."

M any o f the revivals which took place during Finney s early m in 
istry occurred in w estern New Y ork State. For exam p le, here is his a c 
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count o f  w hat happened in R om e, N .Y ., after the Lord began m oving  
powerfully there.

"T he state o f  things in the village, and in the neighborhood round 
about, w as such, that no one could com e into the village w ithout feel
ing aw e-stricken with the im pression that God was there in a peculiar 
and wonderful m anner. A s an illustration o f  this, I will relate an inci
dent. T he sheriff o f  the county resided in U tica . There were two 
courthouses in the cou nty, one at R om e, and the other at U tica ; con se
quently the sheriff had m uch business at R om e. He afterw ards told me 
that he had heard o f  the state o f  things at R om e; and h e, together with 
others, had a good deal o f  laughing, in the hotel w here he boarded, 
about w hat they had heard.

"B u t one day it w as necessary for him to go to R om e. He said that 
he w as glad to have business there; for he wanted to see for him self 
w hat it w as that people talked so m uch about, and w hat the state o f  
things really was in R om e. He drove on in his one-horse sleigh, as he 
told m e, w ithout any p articular im pression upon his mind at all, until 
he crossed  what w as called the old can al, a place about a m ile, I think, 
from the tow n. He said as soon as he crossed  the old canal a strange 
im pression cam e over him , an awe so deep that he could not shake it 
off. H e felt as i f  G od p erv a d ed  the whole atm osphere . He said that 
this increased the w hole w ay , till he cam e to the village. He stopped
at M r. F .......... ’ s hotel, and the hostler cam e out and took his horse. He
observed, he said, that the hostler looked ju st as he him self felt, as if he 
w ere afraid to speak. He w ent into the house, and found the gentlem an  
there with whom  he had business. He said they w ere m anifestly all so 
m uch im pressed they could hardly attend to business. He said that 
several tim es, in the course o f  the short tim e he was there, he had to 
rise from the table abruptly, and go to the window and look out, and 
try to divert his attention, to keep from w eeping. He observed, he said, 
that everybody else appeared to feel ju st as he did. Such an aw e, such 
a solem nity, such a state o f  things, he had never had any conception o f  
before. He hastened through with his business, and returned to U tica ; 
but, as he said, never to speak lightly o f  the work at R om e again. A 
few w eeks later, at U tica , he w as hopefully converted.

"T h e Spirit’ s work w as so spontaneous, so powerful and so over
w helm ing, as to render it n ecessary to exercise  the greatest caution and 
w isdom , in conducting all the m eetings, in order to prevent an undesir
able outburst o f  feeling . . . .

" The m oral state o f  the people was so greatly ch a n ged  that M r. 
Gillett often rem arked that it did not seem  like the same p la ce. What
ever o f  sin was left was obliged  to hide its head. No open im m orality  
could be tolerated there for a m om ent. I have given only a very faint
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outline o f  w hat passed at R om e. A  faithful description o f  all the m ov
ing incidents that w ere crow ded into that revival would m ake a volum e  
o f  itself.

"From  R om e the work spread to U tica , w here the largest hotel in 
the tow n b ecam e a cen ter o f  spiritual influence, and m any w ere co n 
verted there. The stagecoach es as they passed through, stopped at the 
h otel; and so pow erful was the im pression in the com m unity that I 
heard o f  several cases o f  persons that ju st stopped for a m eal, or to 
spend the night, being pow erfully convicted  and converted before they 
left the tow n. Indeed, both at this place (U tica ) and in R om e, it was a 
com m on rem ark that nobody could be in the town, or pass through it 
without bein g aware o f  the p resen ce  o f  G od ; that a divine influence  
seem ed to pervade the p lace, an d the whole atm osphere to be instinct 
with a divine life.

*  *  *  *

The above quotations are from Finn ey’s 4 7 7  - page autobiography, 
still in print! If  you care to learn about him , but not that m uch , Dr. 
Keith Hardm an recently w rote an acclaim ed biography entitled C har
les Finney , Revivalist and R eform er.

Follow ing are som e o f  F in n ey ’s teachings about revival. A ll but 
the last section are from his Revival Lectures  — probably one o f  the 
m ost influential Christian books o f  the past century and a half.

W H A T  A R E V I V A L  IS  ‒  by C har les  G . Finney

It is the renew al o f  the first love o f  C hristians, resulting in the 
awakening and conversion o f  sinners to G od. In the popular sense, a 
revival o f  religion in a com m unity is the arousing, quickening, and re 
claim ing o f  the m ore or less backslidden church and the m ore or less 
general aw akening o f  all c lasses, and insuring attention to the claim s 
o f  God . . .

A R evival alw ays includes conviction o f  sin on the part o f  the 
church. Backslidden church members cannot w ake up and begin right 
away in the service o f  G od, without deep searchings o f  h eart. The 
fountains o f  sin need to be broken up.

B ackslidden Christians will be brought to repentance. A  revival is 
nothing else than a new beginning o f  obedience to God.

Christians will have their faith renew ed. W hile they are in their 
backslidden state they are blind to the state o f  sinners. . . . B ut when 
they enter into a revival they no longer see men as trees w alking, but 
they see things in that strong light which will renew  the love o f  God in
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their hearts. This will lead them to labor zealously to bring others to 
Him.

A revival breaks the pow er o f  the world and o f  sin over C hristians. 
It brings them to such vantage ground that they get a fresh impulse to 
wards heaven.

W hen the churches are thus aw akened and reform ed, the reform a
tion and salvation o f  sinners will follow , going through the sam e  
stages o f  con viction , repentance, and reform ation.

W H E N  IS  R E V I V A L  N E E D E D ?

W hen there is a lack o f  brotherly love and Christian confidence  
am ong professing Christians, then a revival is needed.

W hen there are dissensions, and jealousies, and evil speakings 
am ong professing Christians, then there is great need o f  revival.

W hen there is a w orldly spirit in the church. It is m anifest that the 
church is sunk down into a low and backslidden state when you see 
Christians conform  to the w o r ld .. .

W hen the church finds its m em bers falling into gross and scandal
ous sins, then it is tim e for the church to awake and cry  to God for a re
vival.

W hen there is a spirit o f  controversy in the church or in the land, a 
revival is needed.

W hen the w icked triumph o ver the church , and revile them , it is 
tim e to seek for a revival.

W hen sinners are careless and stupid, and sinking into hell u ncon 
cerned, it is tim e the church should bestir itself. It is as m uch the duty 
o f  the church to awake as it is o f  the firem an to aw ake when a fire 
breaks out in the night in a great city .

W H E N  IS  R E V I V A L  A T  H A N D ?

W hen the w ickedness o f  the w icked grieves and humbles and d is
tresses Christian.

A revival m ay be expected  when Christians have a spirit o f  prayer 
for a revival.

A n o th er sig n  that a re v iv a l m ay b e  e x p e c te d  is w h en  the a ttention  o f  m in 
isters  is  e sp e c ia lly  d irected  to th is  p a rticu la r o b je c t ,  and w h en  th eir p reach in g  
and o th e r  e ffo rts  are  a im ed  p articu larly  at the c o n v ers io n  o f  s in ners.
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A  re v iv a l m ay b e e x p e c te d  w hen  C h ris tia n s  b eg in  to  c o n fe s s  th e ir sin s to 
on e  an o th er.

A  re v iv a l m ay b e  e x p e c te d  w h e n ev e r C h ristia n s  are  fou n d  w illin g  to 
m a k e  th e  s a c r if ic e  n e ce ssa ry  to  carry it on.

A  re v iv a l m ay b e  e x p e cte d  w h en  m in is ters  and m e m b e rs  are w illin g  to 
h av e  G od  p rom ote  it by w h at in stru m en ts H e p le a se s . S o m e tim e s  m in is ters  
are not w illin g  to h av e  a rev iv a l u n less  they  c a n  h av e  th e m a n a g em en t o f  it , o r  
u n less  th e ir  ag en cy  ca n  b e  co n sp icu o u s  in p ro m o tin g  it.

S tr ic tly  I should  say that w hen the fo re g o in g  th in g s o c c u r , a re v iv a l, to 
the sam e e x te n t, a lready e x is ts . In truth a re v iv a l shou ld  b e e x p e c te d  w h e n 
e v e r  it is need ed .

E M O T I O N S  AND M O R A L I T Y

T h e  h igh  d eg ree  o f  e x c ite m e n t w h ich  is  so m e tim e s  w itn essed  in re v iv a ls  
o f  re lig io n  m u st n e ce ssa rily  b e  sh o rt, o r th e  p eo p le  m u st b e c o m e  d eran ged . It 
see m s s o m e tim e s  to b e  in d isp en sab le  that a h ig h  d eg ree  o f  e x c ite m e n t should  
p rev ail fo r  a tim e , to  arrest p u b lic  and in d iv id u al a tten tion  and draw  o f f  p eop le  
from  o th e r p u rsu its to  attend  to the c o n ce rn s  o f  th e ir  sou ls. B u t  i f  any su p p ose 
that th is  h igh  d eg ree  o f  e x c ite m e n t is  e ith e r  n e c e ss a ry , o r d e s ira b le , o r  p o s s i
b le  to b e  long  co n tin u ed , they hav e not w ell co n sid ered  th e m atter.

A nd h ere  is  one grand m ista k e  o f  the ch u rch . T h ey  h av e  su p p osed  that 
the rev iv a l c o n s is ts  m o stly  in th is  sta te  o f  e x c ite d  e m o tio n , ra th er than  in c o n 
form ity  o f  th e  hum an w ill to law  o f  G o d . H e n c e , w hen  the re a so n s  fo r m u ch  
e x c ite m e n t hav e c e a se d  and the p u b lic  m ind  b e g in s  to  grow  m o re  c a lm , they 
b eg in  im m ed ia te ly  to say that th e  rev iv a l is on  the d e c lin e ; w h en , in fa c t ,  w ith  
m u ch  le ss  e x c ite d  e m o tio n  th ere  m ay b e  v astly  m o re  rea l re lig io n  in the c o m 
m u n ity . E x c ite m e n t is o ften  im p ortan t and in d isp e n sa b le , but the v ig o ro u s 
a ctin g s  o f  the w ill are in fin ite ly  m o re  im p ortan t. A nd th is  sta te  o f  m ind  m ay 
e x is t in the a b sen ce  o f  h igh ly  e x c ite d  e m o tio n s .

Thus says the high and lofty One . . .  w hose nam e is 

H oly: "I live in a high and holy p lace, but also with 

him who is contrite and low ly in spirit,

to rev iv e  the spirit o f  the low ly, and

to rev iv e  the heart o f  the contrite."
—Isa ia h  5 7 :1 5

94



NEWS and NOTES
E d ite d  by Ja c k  B la e s

A Strategic M inistry You Should 
Know

C h ris t’s c h u r c h  is  a w orld w id e 
fa m ily , and ou r o rd ers  are to  p reach  
G ood  N ew s to  ev ery  p eo p le  o n  th e 
p lan et. B u t i t ’s easy  to  fo rg e t that 
fa c t  &  lo se  u rg en cy  fo r ou r in tern a 
tion al m issio n .

V ic to r  B ro a d d u s , v eteran  m is 
sion ary  to th e O rie n t, see k s  to  keep  
o u r v is io n  a liv e . H is  m in is try , 
C h u rch  o f  C h rist W o rld  W id e , fo r 
w ard s fu n d s to  m an y m is s io n a rie s  &  
p ro je c ts  around the w orld . H e a lso  
lead s su m m er m is s io n s  p ro je c ts : 
short term  tou rs fo r  o n -th e -fie ld  e x 
p e rie n ce . H e is a v a ila b le  to  lead  
m is s io n s-e m p h a s is  re tre a ts , ca m p s , 
ch u rch  c o n fe re n c e s , e tc . A nd  he 
p u b lish e s  a p ray er b o o k le t to aid  in 
te rc e s s o rs  fo r  th e w orld .

E v ery  ch u rch  shou ld  get o n e  o f  
h is  n ew ly -p u b lish ed  In fo rm atio n  
B u lle t in s , w h ich  g iv e s  fu ll in fo rm a 
tion  o f  the s e r v ic e s  he o ffe rs . W rite  
h im  at P .O . B o x  5 4 8 4 2 ,  L e x in g to n , 
K Y  4 0 5 5 5 .  D a y tim e  te l. :  ( 6 0 6 )  2 6 9 -  
1 3 1 2 .

Notice O ur Inside Fron t Cover
. . . abou t the L a d ie s  In sp ira tio n  

D ay  and th e R e s to ra tio n  L e c tu r e 
sh ip , b o th  c o m in g  up V E R Y  S O O N .

God at W o rk  in the Philippines
A  re c e n t le tte r  from  Jim m y  Y e e , 

the W & W  e d ito r ’s fo rm er stu d en t, 
c o -p re a c h e r  &  c o -te a c h e r  at C en tra l 
B ib le  In s t., te lls  o f  the ch u rch  w h ich  
J im m y  lea d s . In 1991  th eir av erag e  
atten d an ce  w a s  1 2 0 ; in ‘ 9 2 ,  2 2 0 ;  &  
last y e a r  it w a s  3 0 5 .  T h ey  b ap tized  
1 2 9  p eo p le  d uring 1 9 9 3 , &  b eg a n  2 
ad d ition al h o u se  ch u rch e s . T hey  
con tin u e  th e ir  fe e d in g  p rogram  fo r

p o o r ch ild ren . W h a t’s th e " s e c r e t"?  
M u ch  p ray er. T h ey  h av e  an early  
m o rn in g  p ray er m e e tin g  fo u r d ays a 
w eek .

A "D ifferent" Kind O f Book
M IL L W A R S  is th e  unusual 

n am e fo r  an unusual b o o k  on  p rop h
e cy . W e  w ere  sent a cop y  by the 
au th or, H aro ld  J .  A d a m s, n ep h ew  o f  
Jo h n n y  A d am s w ho is  k n o w n  to 
som e W & W  read ers.

T h e  p ap erb ack  b o o k  o f  2 0 0  
p a g es  is w ritten  in a c a tc h y , h u m o r
o u s m a n n er w h ile  d ealin g  w ith  im 
portant to p ics  lik e  the k in g d o m  o f  
G od  &  en d tim e ev en ts . H e cr itiq u es  
v ario u s w riters  &  p o s itio n s , but 
n e v e r  in a b itte r  w ay . H e u ses 
th o u g h t-p rov o k in g  ex p la n a tio n s .

H is  le tte r  to m e  sa y s  " th e  b o o k  
is  no t c o m p re h e n siv e , b u t ra th er an 
e ffo rt to  get p eo p le  started  in p rop h
ecy  in the right d irec tio n . It is  
ch u rch -c e n te re d , not Isra e l-ce n te red . 
It w ill no  dou bt ch a lle n g e  trad ition al 
P re m ills  n early  as m u ch  as it d oes 
A m ills ."  Y e t  h e  ack n o w le d g e s  in 
flu e n c e  on  h is  th in k in g  by R o b e rt 
S h a n k , R o b e rt B o y d , &  h is  u n cle .

W an t to kn ow  m o re?  W rite  the 
author at 2 5 6 1  W o o d fe rn L n .,  J a c k 
so n v ille  F L  3 2 2 2 3 .  H is te l. n o . is 
( 9 0 4 )  2 6 2 - 7 6 3 0  (e v e n in g s).

T h e  parts o f  the b o o k  I ’v e  read 
w ere  h elp fu l. M y only  q u ib b le  is  h is 
d e fin in g  the G rea t T rib u la tio n  as 
G o d ’s w rath . It see m s to  m e  the G T  
is  m ain ly  m a n ’s w rath  ag ain st G o d ’s 
p e o p le , w h ile  the fo llo w in g  D ay  o f  
the L o rd  is G o d ’ s w rath  u p on the 
u n re p e n ta n t
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Feedback Re: The Holy Spirit

"R .H . B o ll  w a s  on e  o f  the m o st 
sp iritu al te a ch e rs  am on g us. W e  all 
o w e  m u ch  to  h is  d ed ica tio n . In the 
sp irit o f  h is  a rtic le  in  the Ja n . W & W , 
h ere  are a few  c o m m e n ts :

"P a rt o f  the d iffe re n c e  o f  v iew s 
ex p re sse d  by d iffe re n t b e lie v e rs  is 
due to  the fa c t  that cer ta in  w ords are 
u n d erstood  d iffe re n tly  by d ifferen t 
p e o p le . S o m e  fo lk s  b e lie v e  ap p rox i
m ate ly  the sam e th in g  but hav e a 
d iffe re n t set o f  w ord s to  d escrib e  it‒  
b ap tism  o f  th e H oly  S p ir it , f illin g  o f  
the H oly S p ir it , e tc .

"E p h . 5 :1 9  is  c le a rly  a c o m 
m an d  to p eo p le  w ho w ere  already 
sa v e d , but still had a need  to b e 
f ille d  w ith  the S p ir it . T h e  sam e is 
true o f  th e  a p o stles  w ho w ere b a p 
tized  in the H oly S p irit  in A cts  2  &  
w ere  re fille d  in A c ts  4 . A fter  b e in g  
d isco u ra g e d , they gath ered  to g eth er 
in p ray er &  w ere  filled  w ith  th e 
S p irit  &  w ent out &  sp o k e  the w ord 
w ith  b o ld n ess . T h e  1st fillin g  is 
so m e tim e s  ca lle d  ‘th e b a p tism ’ 
w h e rea s  2nd e x p e r ie n c e s  or 3rd or 
the 10th is  ca lle d  a f i ll in g  . . . .

"T h e  2 0 th  cen tu ry  has b een  p er
hap s the centu ry  o f  the m o st activ ity  
o f  th e H oly  Sp irit s in ce  the 1st c e n 
tury. A nd w hy shou ld  not the 
C h u rch e s  o f  C h rist h av e  the fu ll 
b e n e fit  o f  i t ? -------" —W ood row  W il
s o n , 3 1 3 0  M c K in le y  S t ,  E l P a so , 
T X  7 9 9 1 0

God At W ork  In The 
Philippines - II

A  le tter fro m  D av id  M o ld e z , 
e v a n g e lis t and te a ch e r  at C en tral B i 
b le  C o lle g e  (fo rm e rly  In stitu te) in 
M a n ila , say s in p art: "T h a n k  G od  fo r 
C B C . T w o  w e e k s  ago  I w as in M in 
d o ro , and m et p asto rs  and a c tiv e  
ch u rch  w o rk ers  w ho studied  at 
C B I . . .

"P ra is e  G o d  a lso  fo r  b le ss in g  
th e ch u rch  p lan tin g  m in istry  h ere . 
B y  G o d ’s g ra ce  the M a lig a y a  ch u rch  
n ow  h as its  o w n  lead ersh ip  &  su p 
p orts its ow n  w o rk e rs ."  H e g o e s  on 
to  m en tio n  a n o th er n ew  ch u rch . It is  
in a very p o o r a rea , but they  w ere  
ab le  to  buy a sm a ll lo t &  are  b u ild 
ing a ch a p e l to  h o ld  ab ou t 5 0  p eo p le . 
In ad dition  th e re  are  tw o  m o re  "o u t- 
re a c h e s ,"  o r n ew  grou p s ju s t  fo rm 
ing. E ig h t p e o p le  w e re  re cen tly  
bap tized  at o n e  o f  th em . "T h e re  is a 
trem en d o u s need  fo r  su ch  m issio n  
w o rk  h ere  in M e tro  M a n ila ,"  w h ich  
h as abou t 10  m illio n  p eo p le .

Antioch C hurch O f Christ C am p, 
Fran k fort, Ky.

A t a re c e n t m eetin g  in F ra n k 
fo rt, re p rese n ta tiv e s  o f  th e fo llo w in g  
c h u rch e s : S a le m , E b e n e z e r , C ra m er 
and H a n o v er, B e lm o n t, A n tio c h , and 
O aklan d  d iscu ssed  and p lanned  for 
the fu tu re o f  th e A n tio ch  C h ristian  
C am p  o f  F ra n k fo rt.

T h e  sch e d u le  fo r  th is  su m m er 
w ill b e  an n ou n ced  soo n . A lread y  
the M u sic  C am p  is  se t fo r  A u g . 7 - 1 2  
w ith  Jo h n  F u ld a  d irectin g . R e m e m 
b e r to o  that c h u rch e s  m ay u se  th e 
ca m p site  w h en  it is  not already 
b o o k ed . F o r  in sta n ce  th e  Portlan d  
C h u rch  w ill h av e  an o v ern ig h t re 
treat fo r  its m en  d u ring M a y .

Turkey C reek, La.
A  th o u g h t: W e h av e  sev era l 

very good  v id e o s  in ou r lib rary  n ow . 
M a y b e  so m e o n e  w ou ld  lik e  to  in v ite  
so m e  n e ig h b o rs  to th e ir  h o m e and 
h av e  a "v id e o  p a rty ?"  C ou ld  b e  a 
good  o u trea ch .

Y o u th  e m p h a sis  w eek  co n tin u e s  
fo r  today and th e  n ex t tw o S u n d ay s. 
O u r y o u n g  p eo p le  are en co u ra g ed  to 
con tin u e  to sit up fro n t as y o u  h av e  
b een  d o ing . It h e lp s a lot to the e n 
tire  s e rv ic e . M a y b e  y o u  w ill lik e  it
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so m u ch  to  b e c o m e  a good  h ab it. 
(H op e s o !)

Gallatin C hurch , Tenn.
" O f  T h in e  ow n h av e  w e g iv en  

T h ee" T h e s e  w ord s w e re  w ritten  by 
D avid  in I C h ro n ic le s  2 9  and are set 
in the c o n te x t o f  the g en ero u s g iv in g  
o f  G o d ’s p eo p le . T h ey  are fittin g  fo r  
us in th e lig h t o f  the h ap p en in g s o f  
the past w eek en d .

F irs t o f  a ll, the e ld ers  and m in is 
ters m et to  d iscu ss  w ay s to  b e tte r  a c 
com p lish  ou r th ree -fo ld  goal o f :  1) 
W in n in g  the lo s t ; 2 )  d isc ip lin g  the 
sav ed ; 3 )  g lo rify in g  G od . F rom

v e rse s  6 -9  o f  the a b o v e  p assag e  w e 
saw  how  the lead ers  set the ex am p le  
and how  the p eo p le  jo y o u s ly  fo l
lo w ed . W e  are gratefu l fo r the lead 
ers  am on g us w ho do lik e w ise  and 
fo r  th o se  w ho fo llo w  th e ir  ex a m p le .

T h e n , on  Sunday n igh t w e re 
c e iv e d  a fu ll rep ort o f  1 9 9 3  f in a n c e s , 
and th e bu d get fo r  1 9 9 4 . W e  w ere 
c h a lle n g e d  to  c o n sid e r  a m inim u m  
o f  a tith e  tow ard th e L o r d ’s w ork . 
W e , w ith  D av id  and Israel c o n 
clu d ed  that all w e had  g iv en  ca m e 
from  and b elo n g ed  to G od  (v  1 4 ), 
and g av e  in the u p rig h tn ess  o f  our 
h earts  and did so  w illin g ly . ( v l 7 )

God Calls H om e A Zealous W o rk e r
W ith  stu nn in g sh o ck  w e learn ed  o f  the d eath  o f  R o b e rt S . Jo h n s o n  on 

M arch  7 . H e w a s  only 5 8  &  seem ed  in good  h ea lth . H e &  C o rin n e  w ere  v is 
iting  P re to r ia , So u th  A fr ic a , w hen  suddenly he b eg an  fe e lin g  ill. T a k e n  to  the 
h o sp ita l, he  d ied  2 1/2 hou rs later! P erh ap s a v iru s ca u sed  it.

R o b e rt grew  up in B r a z i l ,  w h ere  h is p aren ts  w ere  m iss io n a rie s  sen t out by 
C h u rch es o f  C h rist. L a te r  h e  stud ied  at P ortlan d  C h ristian  H ig h  S c h o o l, 
w h ere he and I  w ere  c la s sm a te s  &  sang  to g e th e r  in a m a le  qu artet. R o b e rt had 
a b u b b lin g -o v e r  lo v e  fo r the L o rd , H is  p eo p le , and the u n saved . H e a lso  had a 
keen  sen se  o f  h u m o r, and a g ift o f  m ak in g  frien d s  ea sily .

L a te r  on  he returned  to B r a z i l ,  serv in g  as a m issio n ary  fo r  o v er  2 5  y ears. 
W h en  c lo s e d  d oors  into M o z a m b iq u e , A fr ic a  (a M a rx is t land th e n ) b egan  to 
op en s lig h tly , R o b e rt &  h is  w ife  C o rin n e  w en t th ere  to  p io n e e r G o sp e l w ork  
am on g c o lle g e  stu d en ts. M o z a m b iq u e  w a s  ran ked  as the cou ntry  w ith  the 
w o rld ’s lo w est liv in g  stand ard , but R o b e rt w as a natu ral p io n eer. In about 3 
y e a rs , h av in g  to  w ork "u n d erg rou n d " m o s tly , h e  exp an ded  the n u m b er o f  s tu 
dent grou p s from  1 to 8 , as d escrib ed  in h is  le tte r  in the Ja n . ‘ 9 4  W & W .

H e &  C o rinne h av e  3 c h ild re n , G e o rg e , R a c h e l &  D a n ie l. C o rre sp o n 
d en ce  to C o rin n e  or th e  ch ild ren  m ay b e sen t to  D an ie l at P . O . B o x  8 2 ,  Z eb u - 
Ion , G A  3 0 2 9 5 .  P h o n e : ( 7 0 6 )  5 6 7 - 8 9 2 0 .  R o b e r t ’ s fa th er, 9 2  y e a rs  o ld , liv es  at 
9 3 5  E . R ia lto  A v e ., San  B ern a rd in o , C A  9 2 4 0 8 .  P h o n e : (9 0 9 )  8 8 8 - 3 0 0 7 .

-  A le x  W ilso n



SO M ET IM ES
Q u en ched  the v io len ce  o f  fire , e s c a p e d  the ed g e  o f  the sw ord ; 
. . . an d  o t h e r s . . . w ere  sla in  with the sw ord

‒ H ebrew s 11 :34, 35, 37.

S o m e tim e s  the l io n s ’ m ou ths are  shu t;

S o m e tim e s  G o d  b id s us fig h t o r fly  ;

S o m e tim e s  H e fe e d s  us by the b ro o k ;

S o m e tim e s  the flo w in g  stream  ru ns dry.

S o m e tim e s  the bu rn ing fla m e s  are  q u en ch ed ;

S o m e tim e s  w ith  sev en fo ld  heat they g lo w ;

S o m e tim e s  H is  hand  d iv id es the w a v e s ;

S o m e tim e s  H is  b illo w s  o v erflo w .

S o m e tim e s  H e turns the sw ord  asid e ;

S o m e tim e s  H e le ts  the sharp b lad e  sm ite ;

S o m e tim e s  ou r fo e s  are at ou r h e e ls ,

S o m e tim e s  H e h id es us from  th e ir  sight.

W e  m ay not c h o o se , n o r w ou ld  w e d are ,

T h e  path in w h ich  ou r fe e t shall tread ;

E n o u g h  that H e that path hath m ad e,

A nd H e H im s e lf  sh all w alk  ahead.

T h e  d an ger that H is  lo v e  a llo w s 

Is s a fe r  than  ou r fe a rs  m ay kn ow ;

T h e  peril that H is  c a re  p erm its 

Is ou r d e fe n ce  w h e r e ’e r  w e go.

—A n n ie  Jo h n s o n  F lin t


