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S C H E D U L E

SQUEEZE
" I  DON’T HAVE TIM E TO READ THIS M AGAZINE!” 

BUT—it’ll help you SAVE time in the end.

*  *  *

"EV ER YO N E STOP DOING EVERYTHING T IL L  I
CATCH U P!”

Is there a solution?



VACATIO N  B IB L E  SC H O O L: 

IS IT  W O R T H  IT ?
VBS Crown

"I will never again question the value o f V BS crafts and all 
the tim e they take." Laura’s vacation B ible school teacher had 
tears in her eyes as she view ed Laura for the last tim e.

Just a  week earlier, nine-year-old Laura had m ade a  "crow n  
o f life" in class and had written a  B ible verse about heaven on it.

The next day, she, her brother and her father had been biking 
when a  driver hit the tw o children and they died instantly. H er 
parents knew that Laura believed the m essage o f the V BS  
crown, and as a  testim ony to her faith, they had buried her in her 
crow n.

"There is no doubt," her teacher said, "that teaching children 
is among the m ost im portant jobs in our church."—Elgin, Illinois

VBS Catalyst
M y 18-year-old vacation B ible school teacher drew all over 

the blackboard and then erased the m ess.

"Jesus can make your life clean," she explained. I w as eight, 
and I heard about God in her class. I didn’t accept His love until 
14 years later, but I can’t  tell you how many times I remembered 
the clean blackboard through my growing up years. Somewhere 
deep in my mind, God kept whispering, "Rem em ber the black
board! Rem em ber the blackboard! "—Regina, Saskatchewan

-D avid C. Cook Publishing Co.
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THEME:
GAINING CONTROL OF

OUR TIME
A lex V . W ilson

Som etim es I can really identify with Cathy, the thirty-some
thing, working, single gal in the com ics. Here are two examples: 
One day with panic she babbles to herself, "I haven’t had tim e to 
read the paper; haven’t had time to see the news; no chance to 
even glance at a magazine. I ’m behind—h op elessly  behind—reel
ing fu rth er  behind every second!" Then rushing to an open win
dow she shouts to the world, "E V E R Y O N E  Q U IT D OIN G 
TH IN GS U N TIL I H A VE A CH ANCE TO CATCH  U P!"

Ever felt like that? M e too.

Bu t then she learned a secret W e see her at day’ s end writ
ing in her checklist: "D on’t write letters . . ,ch eck ! D on’t lose 
w eig h t. .  . ch eck ! D on’t clean closets . . .  ch eck ! D on’t organize 
photos . . . ch eck ! D on’t save money . . . ch ec k ! D on’t fall in 
love . . . ch eck ! D on’t train dog . . . ch eck ! TA  DA! I t ’s not 
even Labor Day and for once it’s all checked o ff!"  Smiling to 
herself she muses on her success: " I f  at first you don’t succeed, 
rephrase the lis t"

The Tension Seen in the Gospels

One day Jesus said, "A s long as it is day, we must do the 
w ork  o f  him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can 
work" (John 9 :4 ). On another occasion, so many people were 
coming and going that the M aster and the disciples didn’t even 
have a chance to e a t  He told them, "Com e with me by your
selves to a quiet place and get some rest” (M ark 6 :3 1 ). The 
K ing Jam es Version renders that verse, "C om e ye yourselves 
apart into a desert place," prompting V ance H avner to com m ent, 
" I f  you don’t com e apart you’ll com e ap art"

Note Christ’s balance. W e must work and we m ust re s t W e  
fallen creatures in a fallen world often miss that balance. There 
is much work to do, and limited tim e to do it in. W e need rest, 
but often overdo or underdo i t  A s a result we either get hyper
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tension ("Everyone quit doing things until I have a chance to 
catch up!") or else we grow lax and rephrase the l is t

T he Tension Felt in ou r Tim e

About three years ago Ju liet Schor o f  Harvard wrote a highly 
significant book, The O verw orked A m erican . Subtitled "The 
Unexpected D ecline o f  Leisure," it is based on extensive re
search.

She takes us back to the 1940s. There were far few er labor- 
saving devices then, o f  course. Y et in general people’ s work 
hours were diminishing. I  remember when Dad‒ at that tim e a 
businessm an-worked 5-1/2  days weekly. B u t then we got the 
good news that the company was not requiring that half day any 
more; all day Saturday was off. And that was a national trend. 
Experts predicted that before long (by the ‘80s or ‘70s or even 
the ‘60s) the 3 0  hour work week would replace the old-fash
ioned 40-hour work week. According to a review o f  Schor’s 
book, "There was widespread concern among psychologists that 
Americans were not prepared to handle the abundance o f  leisure 
that soon would be ours.

"Som e prediction th at turned out to be. W e’ve already re
placed that old-fashioned 40-hour week with the 50-hour week, 
and our free tim e is a vanishing resource . . . The average U .S . 
worker puts in [more hours o f work, adding up to] nearly three 
more weeks at the office per year than he did in 1970. Factory 
workers spend a full two months longer on the jo b  than their 
European counterparts.

"W hile som e people put in more hours on the jo b , others 
have no jo b s  at all. Increasingly we are becoming a nation o f 
workaholics and idlers. This development can be blamed in 
part on employers who prefer paying overtime to an exhausted 
few  to hiring additional employees for whom medical insurance 
and other benefits must be provided. It is a vicious double para
dox in which the w orkaholic has plenty of money but no tim e  
to  enjoy it while the non-w orker has plenty of tim e and no 
money." (John Rothchild)

Other surveys tell equally distressing news. In 1973 Ameri
cans worked an average o f  40 .6  hours per week (H PW ) to earn a 
living for their fam ily. That was five 8 -hour days. B y  1987 the
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number had risen to 46 .8  H PW , or alm ost six 8 -hour days. And 
lots o f people work more than th at On the average, profession
als work 52 .2  H PW , small-business people put in 57.3 H PW , 
and many farmers say they put in ait least 60  HPW . Increasing 
work naturally means decreasing leisure, which surveys show 
plunged from 2 6  HPW  in the 1970s to 16 HPW  or less now. 
And here is something downright scary: 65%  o f  mothers with 
children under 18 now work fulltime , and 56%  o f moms with 
p r e -s c h o o le r s  are employed outside the home!

Sorry to dump all those stats on you, but they provide food 
for thought

W h a t A bout C h ristian s?

W e disciples o f the Lord face even bigger problems. F or we 
rightfully value a number o f activities which most nonchristians 
don’t care abou t From the 168 hours a week which everyone 
has, Christians must find tim e for B ib le  study, worship, interces
sion, fellowship and service. These are privileges, not m ere du
ties, but they require time and add to the schedule crunch.

W h y has our T im e S h ru n k ?

There are several causes—some good, some bad. l)T h ere  are 
variou s g o o d  m in istries w h ich  n e e d  tim e  i f  they are to carry on 
their work. Besides your local church (which should be high 
priority), here are some examples: Christian schools, camps, 
nursing homes, radio ministries, foreign m issions, B ib le  socie
ties, magazines, etc. All need volunteers to help. These minis
tries are valuable, but they compete for our time.

2) There are more sp orts  a n d  cu ltu ral a c tiv it ies  than in for
mer decades. Baseball, basketball, football, volleyball—teams 
for all ages. M usic o f all sorts. Drama. B oy  Scouts and Girl 
Scouts. PTA ; Lions Club; W om en’s Club. Again, these can be 
good. But they can also get out o f control and run us ragged. 
Thus regular examination and evaluation are urgent

I remind you o f Elton Trueblood’s article in the Feb. W & W , 
"Christ’s Service and Its Innocent Competitors." He mentioned 
a town o f  1 ,700 people, with five churches and fifty-six clubs o f 
various kinds. Many o f  these are worthwhile, but where should 
we draw the line and say, "No m ore!"?
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3) It is now e a s ie r  to travel long distances quickly. Theoreti- 
cally this is timesaving. But often it is the opposite. W e take 
more trips, and longer trips . . .  and add to our schedule-squeeze. 
4) A ddiction to TV, VCRs, v ideo-gam es an d  com puter-gam es. 
Th ese are not sinful in themselves, o f  course. Bu t they are pet 
tigers, requiring extrem e care. 5) Employers are demanding 
longer hou rs on  the j o b . Som e companies think they own their 
workers. And they alm ost do, because o f  today’s econom ic and 
unemployment problems. Polls show that over half o f  U .S . em
ployees would prefer to work less and get less money than they 
do, instead o f  maintaining their present work load.

6 ) People are liv in g  lon ger . That’s a plus, except that often 
the elderly are sick or frail, and require lots o f  care. 7 ) Splin
tered  an d  b len d ed  fa m ily  situations are time-consuming. It  takes 
extra hours for the divorced dad or mom to get the children 
when it's  his/her turn to have them, and later return them.

8 ) O ur rotting society ,; There are a  number o f  evils stalking 
our land which were not m ajor problems before the 1960s. M as
sive porn, legal abortion, militant homosexuals, widespread 
gambling, extrem e poverty, popular occultism —all these have 
mushroomed drastically in the U .S . in recent decades. The 
preacher in 1954 probably didn’t need to devote a whole sermon 
to any o f  those topics. Today he’d better. And all o f  us as citi
zens (especially parents) need to study these issues and act ap
propriately. That may mean attending special prayer-meetings 
and /or public rallies. W e may need to make phone-calls, sign 
petitions or send letters to our newspaper or senator. W e may 
get to extend loving care, too. W hatever we do, it will take tim e.

W hew —no wonder w e’re tired! And attacked by frustration, 
guilt-feelings, depression, anger, and sickness. And church at
tendance is often affected, and it’s harder than ever to get folks 
to teach Sunday school or visit shut-ins.

Are there any solutions to these problems? Read on; the fo l
lowing articles may help you. And we need all the help we can 
get.
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Too Many Church Activities?
The Christian needs to attend church meetings because com 

munal worship, B ib le  study, praying and giving are important 
parts o f  discipleship.

B u t other things are important too: Physical/emotional rest 
and renewal. Establishing strong Christian hom es. Building 
bridges o f  common activities with non-Christians in the commu
nity (lest we be salt stuck inside the saltshaker). S in ce this is so, 
too many church meetings can be a deterrent to spiritual health 
and strength. It ’s true that many Christians are spiritually ane
m ic and ill because they attend too few  gatherings o f  the believ
ers. Bu t there are others who are involved in too m any church 
programs, as "W ho Has Tim e for Church?" demonstrates. Mark 
L ove’s suggestions are helpful. Our experiences at Portland 
Ave. are parallel to his, though his church is larger.

There is another idea which many have found helpful, called 
"clu stering ." H ere’s a sample o f how som e congregations do it: 
On Wednesday nights a simple dinner is served at the church at 
6 :0 0 . This saves M om  from cooking that evening, and provides 
an opportunity for members to know each other better. Around 
6 :45  a short devotional lesson is given from Scripture. Then at 
7 :0 0  several options are offered:for Boys have two 45-m inute 
periods, one for group study, then sports/games (or vice versa). 
G irls’ clubs m eet at the same tim e in other rooms. The nursery 
is open too; and 4 -8  year olds have a story and singing time.

M eantime adults are involved in one o f  two activities. Som e 
are having a prayer/Bible study meeting at the building. Others 
go out visiting the unconverted, or shut-ins, or backsliding mem
bers. Som e adults prefer to alternate these activities, visiting for 
a  quarter and then attending prayer meetings for a quarter. Oth
ers like to do one or the other all the tim e. B y  8 :3 0 , when chil
dren’s activities are over, the adults who’ve been calling are 
back.

W here feasible, clustering seems better than having prayer 
meeting one night a week, visitation another night, and youth 
clubs on a third night.

—The Editor
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W E HAVE ENOUGH TIME . . .
If  we know w hat to do with it

Helen Sigrist

So often we think we would be better Christians i f  only we 
had more tim e, but this is not true. Som e o f us have less 
strength or intelligence or wealth than others, some have the 
greatest difficulty getting enough food to keep alive and some 
are even short on God’s fresh air and sunshine. But each o f us 
has seven days every week and twenty-four hours every day.

Time cannot be hoarded. W e spend tim e as God wills‒ or 
not. The problem o f time is therefore very simple for a Chris
tian. W e never need more o f it. W e always need to spend it in 
God’s will.

Let us not believe that "the secret place o f the M ost High" is 
open only to those who have been granted a quiet life without 
trouble or pressure or many responsibilities. Psalm 91, for in
stance, is addressed to men and women under stress, endangered 
by snares, threatened by disease and war, assaulted by all the 
powers o f hell. "Abiding under the shadow o f the Almighty" 
(v . l )  is therefore not reserved for the solitary shepherd who has 
long, peaceful nights to look up at the stars, nor for the minister 
during those hours when he can be shut away in his study.

This "secret place" is the place o f fellowship with God and it 
is open to every obedient child o f God. It is a place to dw ell in, 
which means that we are to remain in it even during pressure and 
outside turmoil. This is important, for we often think we have to 
get away from things to find refuge in God. Then we are frus
trated i f  we cannot seem to get away. Just as the Athenian phi
losophers heard from Paul that "w e live and move, and have our 
being" in God, so we must learn that this should be as true spiri
tually as it is physically.

O f course there should be special times set aside for B ib le  
reading and prayer, and m ost o f  us could find more time for this 
than we think. Perhaps we rise earlier and are pleased with the 
blessing we receive starting the day with the Lord. Bu t during 
the day we stop for minutes o f relaxation and let our minds 
chum aim lessly with little worries, fragments o f  gossip, shreds
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o f  the m orning’s news. W e can learn to remember the Lord’s 
presence by taking Him into our thinking; seeing our problems, 
our friends and the world events in their relation to God, so that 
everything has eternal meaning and real importance instead o f 
the pettiness or even corruptness o f our thoughts when we do not 
include the Lord. In others o f these snatched moments we will 
find ourselves talking to God. Again, we may take ju st one B i
ble verse on a slip o f paper and memorize i t  Such tim es give 
rest o f body, too, and no doubt a deeper rest than would be pos
sible i f  the mind were left feverishly turning by itself.

For som e o f  us, however, the days are so crowded by neces
sary work that there are not many minutes to be quiet and alone, 
and we have sadly concluded that the cultivation o f  the deeper 
life  will have to wait until we have finished with overtime on the 
jo b  or the children are grown, or we no longer have that invalid 
to  care for, or whatever our own problem may be. W hen we 
think this way, we are unconsciously accusing God, because it is 
H e who has permitted the problems that fill our lives. I f  we feel 
that circum stances which H6  has sent cannot build us spiritually, 
then we deny that all things really work together for good. W e 
have disbelieved the promise that with every trial there is a  way 
o f  escape. W e can begin a new way o f life simply by believing 
the clear B ib le  teaching that God wants us to live in communion 
with Him .

Isaiah knew the way out o f  pressure. He told us that "they 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.” W e can wait 
upon the Lord in bumpy buses and beside a pounding machine. 
W e can talk to God while mending socks or scrubbing floors or 
ironing. W e can tell Him we love Him while rolling a sheet o f 
paper into a typewriter, and can ask His blessing on our relation
ship with the customer who is ju st stopping at our counter.

The new way o f  life doesn’t  com e easy at first as w e have 
the thought habits o f  years to overcom e. Satan w ill surely whis
per that such things might work for a Brother Law rence in a  
monastery kitchen, but he didn’t have the confusion o f  our o ffice  
or the noise o f  our shop or four children screaming underfoot, or 
whatever. Nevertheless we have a solid promise: "They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.” Our God is able 
to m eet us anywhere, at any tim e.
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The command "Pray without ceasing" remains meaningless 
to many o f us in spite o f  the sermons we have heard and the arti
cles we have read. This is because we still usually think o f  
prayer in terms o f a rigid form, except in times o f emergency. 
Prayer includes all our consciousness o f God and can be ju st a 
wordless jo y  in His presence, a reaching out for His support or a 
repeated upholding to Him o f those dear to us or those we know 
in special need. W e are to live and have our being in God, 
knowing He is there even when we may not be thinking o f  Him 
ju st as we know there is light in a room in which we work even 
when we do not say to ourselves, "The room is light." W alking 
in the light o f  the presence o f  God can become a continual life  o f  
prayer.

Som etim es the reason we seem so pressed for time and feel 
so strongly that we would have to get away to find God is that 
we are spending time in our own way, not as He has chosen. W e 
have no right to take burdens upon ourselves or fill up our own 
time. God never gives too much. I f  we are harassed or over
loaded, i f  we rarely feel the comforting shadow o f  reassurance 
that all things are ordered o f the Lord, something is wrong. In 
individual lives, as in the church, "God is not the author o f  con
fusion, but o f  peace." W e would do well to examine our lives 
carefully, with prayer.

An office may be a holy place and a businessman’s time may 
be as fully given to the Lord as any pastor’s. On the other hand, 
both the Christian businessman and the pastor may rush from 
meeting to meting and wear themselves out running where God 
has not sent them. A woman may be called to serve the Lord as 
a housewife and may show the beauty o f a Spirit-filled life to her 
fam ily, her neighbors, her church; her life may touch far places 
as she serves through intercession. Or a woman may live for 
freshly starched ruffles and angel food cake. The world has a  
saying that applies to such expenditure o f time: "How much will 
it matter a hundred years from now'?"

W e should not, however, go to the extreme o f  feeling that 
because a task is small and routine it is somehow unspiritual, nor 
should we deny our fam ilies and friends the acts o f kindness that 
sym bolize love. Baking a cake or planning a picnic can  be as 
much in the name o f  Christ as the giving o f a cup o f  cold water 
o f  which the Lord spoke. Only God can show us which o f  our
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deeds are  p lanned  fo r  ou r ow n se lf-sa t is fa c t io n  and  so  a re  v a lu e
le ss , th e  hay and th e  s tu b b le  w h ich  w ill p erish  in  th e  fire .

W e  h av e  a te st by  w h ich  every  a c t  ca n  b e  evalu ated . Is  it 
done "to  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d "?

I t  is presum p tu ou s to  sa y , as  so m e  d o , th a t w e k n o w  w e are  
liv in g  in G o d ’s w ill b e c a u se  G od  h as n o t stopp ed  us fro m  doing 
w hat w e h av e d ecid ed  to  do. W e  m u st n o t ask  H is g u id a n ce  and 
then  hurry on  w ith ou t w aitin g  fo r  it. N e v erth e less  G od  m a k es  it 
easy  to liv e  in H is w ill i f  H is w ill is th e  b a s ic  d esire  o f  our life  
and i f  w e keep  praying  th at H e o v erru le  p lan s th at a re  n o t H is 
ow n. H e does n ot a lw a y s  sh ow  us w h at w e w ill do tom o rro w  
but H e w ants us to  k n o w  that w e are  in H is p la ce  fo r  us today 
and H e ce rta in ly  w ill n o t m a k e  it hard fo r  us to  k now .

I f ,  th en , our liv es see m  o v e rfu ll, w e m u st b e  su re th at th e 
L o rd  is in ev ery th in g  w e d o—in w ork and rest, in study and re c 
reation . P erh ap s th e  L ord  w ould  ta k e  from  us so m e o f  our a c 
tiv itie s  so  w e w ill h av e tim e  to  liv e  fu lly  to  H im . P erh ap s H e 
m ay le t th e  p ressu re re m a in , fo r  tod ay  a t le a st, but H e w ill show  
us h ow  lig h t the bu rdens b e c o m e  as w e rest in H im , as w e w ork 
in H im , as w e see  p eop le  throu gh H is  e y e s , as w e are  u pheld , 
ev en  w hen exh au sted  in b o d y , by th e  strength  o f  H is lo v e . H e 
w ants us to  k now  th e b lessed n ess  o f  d w ellin g  in H is se c re t p lace .

—In  The A llia nce W eekly

TH O U G H T-PR O V O K ER S

A BO U T USING T IM E  W IS E L Y

-V irginia Brasier, Time of the Mad Atom
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T h is  is th e ag e  
O f  th e  h a lf  read p ag e. 

A nd th e q u ick  hash  
A nd  th e m ad dash.

T h e  p lan e hop 
A n d  the b r ie f  stop . 

T h e lam p tan  
In  a  sh ort sp an . 

A nd  th e brain  stra in  
A n d  th e h eart p ain . 

A nd th e ca t naps 
T i l l  th e  spring  sn a p s‒  

A nd th e fun  s d on e.



Dash aw ay, dash aw ay, dash away all!

Often, Christians focus so much on being loving and unsel
fish that they forget their own limits and limitations. As a result, 
their lives are out o f  control. People take advantage o f them. 
They are anxious, fearful and exhausted. W hat they need . . .  is 
the ability to say n o . . . .

Despite all our modem, tim e-saving devices, people often 
complain they don’t have a minute to spare. They feel harried, 
out-of-control, worn-out. Fam ily, church, school, jo b  and com 
munity exact an enormous toll, and some say they are walking 
zombies, robots benumbed by requests for their time and ener
gies. Christians, given to lives o f love and service, are particu
larly vulnerable to overcom m itm ent. . . .  Christians [need help 
to] reclaim their lives and still serve God with all their hearts, 
souls and minds.

—From an ad for a book and video series, 
B ou n daries—T ake C on trol o f  Your L ife , 
B y  Cloud and Townsend

T ru e Poise

In the story o f the caring Samaritan, Jesus teaches that 
authen tic lov e m eans getting involved in p ra c tica l w ays o f  serv 
ing p e o p le . Follow ing that is the story o f Martha and Mary 
about putting an en d  to ou r serving so  w e can  sit a t Jesu s  ' fe e t  
an d  ju s t listen .

One story focuses on life 's  d itch es , where hurting men and 
women need our service. The other story focuses on the qu iet 
p la c e  o f  con tem plation , those "sanctuary" places far away from 
the noise o f the marketplace. In the first, Jesus will have none o f 
our legal evasions, not even our religious evasions, from getting 
involved where the rubber meets the road. In the second, Jesus 
will have none o f  our serving—if  it is devoid o f  a deep, medita
tive relationship with him. x

Isn ’t that neat? S erv ice  in the real life world is juxtaposed 
with deep relig iou s m editation . True relevance to today’s world 
arises from those who know how to worship and fellowship Je 
sus. The Martha story is thus juxtaposed with the caring Samari
tan story. One urges Christian activity, the other Christian
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contemplation. Either story without the other is a text out o f 
context—a pretext True Christian activism is never devoid o f 
contemplation; true Christian contemplation is never divorced 
from practical service on life ’s roads. Here is balance.

—M . Hall in Busyness—M astering Your 
S chedu le B e fo re  It M asters You!

P au l's Advice

See to it that you conduct yourselves ever so carefully; not 
as foolish but as wise people who make the best possible use o f 
their tim e, because these are evil days. Do not be thoughtless, 
then, but understand the Lord’s will.

—Ephesians 5 :1 5 -1 7

M ore Leisure during the M iddle Ages?

In the past two decades, the average employed American has 
seen his or her working hours increase [more and m ore]. U .S . 
manufacturing employees work 320  hours longer a year—the 
equivalent o f two months—than their counterparts in Germany or 
France . . . .  Even during the harsh conditions o f  the Middle 
A ges, plentiful church holidays provided frequent re lief from the 
misery experienced by m o st. . . .

W hat about time for reflection  and nurturing our fam ily  ties? 
Im agine for a moment fam ilies in today’s world spending even 
one evening per week p lay in g  b oa rd  gam es  or read in g  a lou d  to
g eth er . L ike Sunday dinners tog eth er , any possibility for regular 
"quality tim e" has all but disappeared.

—Dr. Bradley Googins in 
Sunday C losin g  L aw s R ev isited

Ten M inutes a t a  Tim e

I first learned about this principle as a child from a bedtime 
story about a city bus driver who, at the end o f  his route, con
verted a plot o f  wasteland into a little park simply by using his 
ten-minute waiting time each day. And in the press o f  fam ily 
living (four kids), church commitments, and career (half-tim e 
school teaching, and writing) I have learned it is possible to
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move toward goals‒ ten minutes at a time. When I couldn’t find 
an hour for reading, I have left my book open and read whenever 
I could grab a few quiet minutes. Though I rarely had a whole 
day for writing, I found I was able to work when the children 
settled down for ju st h alf an hour.

‒ M axine H ancock in D ecision  magazine

W o rk  and R est, L a b o r and Leisure,
Self-denial and Enjoym ent

The Christian community has failed both itself and its soci
ety by failing to practice and proclaim the balance between work 
and leisure, between self-denial and enjoyment, that its faith es
pouses . . . [ See Ex. 3 1 :17  and 2 0 :9 -1 0 ; Mark 8 :34 ; E ccles. 
3 :1 3 ,5 :1 9 .]

Christians in our day have generally accepted the specialized 
leisure patterns in which fam ily members go their separate ways 
as they pursue leisure activities with peers or interest groups. In 
acquiescing, Christians have lost a key opportunity to build fam
ily unity and values through shared leisure experiences.

—Leland Ryken, Teach Us to P lay , L ord

T ryin g to Escap e

The workaholic is desperately afraid o f boredom. He has to 
keep busy for fear o f discovering him self.

—Barbara Killinger, quoted in C hristianity Today  

P ractica l Pointers

U se a yearlong date book to record your appointments and 
responsibilities. Then at the start o f each week, make a schedule 
o f possible activities day by day. Then rate the activities: M U ST  
do, SH OU LD  do, CO U LD  do. Prayerfully prioritize, then per
form!

Develop a Strategy for Delays: A study by the University o f 
W isconsin showed that the average person spends 3 y ea rs  o f his
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life ju st waiting! A Gallup poll o f  100  people revealed that all 
o f  them expected to do some waiting in the next few  hours, but 
only one out o f  eight had any plan to use the waiting tim e profit
ably. Em ily Post used to write letters while waiting. Christians 
can also use delays for Bible-m em orizing (carry verses on 
pocket-size cards) or praying.

Going R eal F A S T —in the W R O N G  D irection?

Balancing the urgent with the im portant is our ever-present 
concern. Generally speaking, the urgent has vital short-term 
consequences, but the important has long-term consequences. I 
think o f  Peter Drucker’s observation: "M ore people are inter
ested in doin g  things right than in doin g  the right things." 
H ere’s where efficiency and effectiveness com e into play: The 
efficiency expert says, "D o the jo b  right." The effectiveness ex
pert says, "D o the right jo b  right."

—Don Reynolds in M inistry  magazine

" Y e s ” R equires "N o "

In saying yes to one activity, we are perforce saying no to 
another. W e simply cannot do two things at once. This is clear 
in Paul’s famous "M acedon ian  ca ll”  (A cts 16 :6 -10) . . . .  Note 
that tw ice P au l w as to ld  to say  n o , b e fo re  h e w as to ld  to g o . 
"T h e Holy Spirit forbade him" to speak the word in A sia, and 
then "did not allow" them to go to Bithynia. I f  Paul had not said 
no to A sia and Bithynia, he might never have ended up in M ace
donia . . . .

Virtually every day o f  my life there is more to do than time 
to do it. W e need to figure out how to choose between what is 
G od’s will for us and what is n o t One day I made a list o f  my 
expectations for a given week. Then I listed the number o f  hours 
I  had at my disposal. M y expectations exceeded reality by al
m ost ten hours! That meant that I was expecting to do ten hours 
o f  activity which were not God’s will for me. W hat a sobering 
conclusion. But what freedom it brought to com e to the Lord 
and say, "W hat is it that you don’t want me to do?"

-A lic e  Fryling, The D ivine NO
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W ho H as TIME F o r C hurch?!
M ark L ove

Dan and Linda have three kids ages fourteen, eleven, and 
nine. All three o f them are bright and energetic, their lives full 
o f the activities afforded them by school, community, and 
church. School work, swim meets, band concerts, young 
author’s conferences, Brow nies, Girl Scouts, and church outings 
and activities fill their days and nights. Linda works part time as 
a receptionist at a counseling center. Dan teaches at a public 
elementary school. Both are active participants; in church life. 
Dan is a recognized congregational leader who participates in 
weekly meetings and is responsible for encouraging and support
ing congregational outreach ministries. He is the leadership con
tact with the youth staff and parents o f teens. Linda edits the 
congregational bulletin, is a member o f the communication min
istry group, maintains the congregational picture board, teaches 
in Jr. W orship, and makes herself available for countless serving 
opportunities. Their life is a constant juggling a c t

The demands on their tim e are enormous. The entire fam ily 
is there every tim e the doors o f  the, church are open. I expect to 
find them someday in a fetal position in the corner o f a church 
classroom , eyes rolled back in their heads, mumbling incoher
ently about car pool and Vacation B ib le  School.

Dan and Linda are ju st one example among countless others 
in our congregation who are facing the difficulties o f time man
agem ent in our modem world. I recently missed a breakfast ap
pointment with one o f  my members who chastised me for not 
having a daytimer—that little tyrannical notebook calendar that 
apportions how much tim e we have to eat, sleep, work, and draw 
wind into our lungs. The pressures o f our busy lives, I fear, are 
mounting to the point that member burnout is inevitable, leaving 
our churches dispirited, lethargic, and cynical about congrega
tional life.

W h ere  Does All the Tim e G o?

Som e o f the older members in my congregation, whose chil
dren are grown and gone, remember a simpler day when congre
gational activities formed the central defining role in 
determining a fam ily’s use o f tim e. They wonder aloud about
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the priorities o f these younger fam ilies who do not seem to be as 
involved as they once were. "W hy, ju st look at what has hap
pened to Sunday night services," they com plain. "A ttendance 
has dropped significantly!" Their com plaints reflect the extent 
to which our society has changed, presenting our current young 
fam ilies with a myriad o f new tim e pressures.

It is true that the church plays less o f a role in our current 
culture in defining community life than it did tw enty, thirty, or 
forty years ago. Public school and com m unity organization 
agendas have expanded to the point that now P T A , scouting, and 
children’s sports provide the occasions for social cohesion and 
community building. One parent recently com m ented to  m e that 
so many o f the fam ilies they have m et through scouting have al
lowed scouting to becom e their religion. I did not play organ
ized sports until I was eleven or begin scouting until I was ten. 
M y son is playing T-ball this year at the seasoned age o f seven 
and has already completed his first year o f scouts. M any o f his 
friends have been playing soccer for three years.

Young fam ilies are not the only ones who are encountering 
expanded opportunities for tim e involvement.  M any senior 
members are finding opportunities for recreation and travel late 
in life that simply were not as accessible or prevalent in days 
gone by.

The church should be concerned with these cultural develop
ments. Y et, it does little good to pine for the good old days. 
Our churches now minister in a cultural context that has radi
cally changed in the last generation or tw o, and the future will 
bring little or nothing to stem the tide o f these changes. M ore
over, our churches have becom e part o f the problem .

The church o f  the past was content to m eet for worship, 
classes, prayer, an occasional gospel meeting, and m aybe a  V BS  
or community campaign. Today’s churches, dictated to by con
sumer demands, must provide and do so much m ore. The pro
fessionalism  that goes along with a consumer m entality has 
affected the church as well. The "evangelists" o f  the 50s have 
been replaced with the hyphenated ministers in the 90s—youth- 
m inisters, education-ministers, worship-ministers. .

Recent congregational emphases on "lay" involvement and 
the "ministry system" have made our churches a virtual beehive
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of endless activities and meetings. These have been added to the 
traditional Sunday services and the Wednesday evening mid
week service.

The result o f  all o f  this is a membership overloaded with 
life’s demands: fam ilies furiously struggle to juggle careers,
children’s activities, and church life—all the while feeling guilty 
and developing neuroses because o f their inability to fulfill all o f 
their responsibilities.

T hey D evoted Them selves to the A postles T e a ch in g . . .

In examining the ways our congregation used the time allot
ted to corporate gatherings, our congregation discovered some 
interesting things. All o f  our advertised meeting tim es were fo
cused around teaching. Sunday morning classes and Wednesday 
evenings revolved around B ib le  studies. Our worship time on 
Sunday morning bore the characteristic Church o f Christ empha
sis on preaching. Our Sunday evenings were typically a kind o f 
Jr . Varsity Sunday morning repeat, designed to allow those who 
missed the Lord’s Supper to fulfill their spiritual duties.

W hat was m issing was a sense o f balance in our use o f time, 
balance evident in the example o f the early church. W e recog
nized the need o f breaking bread together, sharing the concerns 
o f our lives, confessing our sins to one another, and praying for 
one another in spiritual fellowship. W e also recognized the in
creasing demands for training in discipleship, for the conscious 
development o f  spiritual gifts, and for training the saints for min
istry. W hile our worship and B ib le  study were important and vi
tal, it was clear that we were expecting other vital aspects o f a 
healthy congregational life  to take place outside the planned as
sem blies. Given the tim e pressures listed above and our tradi
tional usages o f congregational time, it became clear to us that 
unless som e changes were made, hopes for a spiritually balanced 
congregational life  were unrealistic. Our future as a balanced, 
healthy church needed to begin with a conscious appraisal o f the 
use o f our tim e as a congregation.

Evaluating tim e priorities is a culturally potent exercise. 
How dare we do things differently than the way they have al
ways been done! To tinker with meeting times would signifi
cantly change our congregation’s life. Y et, as discussion 
continued, it becam e clear that our traditional arrangements o f
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tim e had been a product o f  the rural cultural ethos from which 
our movement began. There was no "thus saith the Lord" for 
Sunday evenings or Wednesday evenings. These "duly ap
pointed times" arose directly in response to our churches’ needs 
as they grew and developed in the late 19th and early 20th cen
tury. Just as our forebearers responded to the needs o f  tim e and 
place for their day, so we needed to examine the appropriate use 
o f  our tim e, especially in a day and age when time demands are 
so enormous.

A  New Plan  fo r a New E ra

At our congregation, the only thing fam iliar about our cur
rent time arrangement is our traditional Sunday morning sched
ule. W e continue to provide classes that are textually based for 
all ages in our Sunday School. Our worship still emphasizes 
preaching, but an increasing awareness on the Lord’s table, the 
place o f praise, and times o f  confession and testimony have be
com e a larger part o f our worship focus. W hat has changed is 
our emphasis on Sunday and Wednesday evenings.

Sunday evenings are now given to a variety o f activities that 
focus on spiritual fellowship. Two evenings a month we m eet in 
small groups for the purpose o f sharing, confessing, and praying 
with and for one another. Our group leaders have been trained 
specifically to create the environment necessary for this kind o f 
interaction. One Sunday evening a month is a free night. W e 
ask that each small group discuss how the night should or could 
be used to build up the body, but there are no conditions or ex
pectations placed on that evening. I f  members decide they need 
fam ily time, then we encourage them to use that time wisely as 
they see fit. Fourth Sundays are at the building, though every
thing is designed to make the experience more intimate and con
ducive to encouragement and sharing. The furniture is 
rearranged. The leadership o f the evening is more informal and 
the format is usually different and creative. Fifth Sunday eve
nings are special events. A congregational barbecue, or a com 
bined worship with another congregation in the area are 
examples o f  fifth Sunday activities. The point is, we simply felt 
we could not afford for Sunday night to be a repeat o f  Sunday 
morning. This tim e could better be used developing intimate, 
spiritual fellowship among church members.
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Wednesday evenings are now given to three foci. Our chil
dren attend age-appropriate activities ranging from B ib le  cur
riculum nights to "God and Science" nights to teaching on 
sexuality to service projects to ju st having fun together. Adult 
activities focus along two lines: community outreach, and min
istry planning and training. This past quarter our community 
outreach offerings included a video series on marriage and a 
class on parenting. Several parents from the preschool we oper
ate have participated. Ministry-equipping projects last quarter 
included: a seminar on small group dynamics for group leaders; 
a seminar on the craft o f story telling for parents and B ible 
school teachers; rehearsals for our music ministry’s singing 
group; and a "B ib le  lab" that gave participants hands-on training 
in B ib le  study skills. Additionally, the seventh week o f each 
quarter is given to meetings where planning and communication 
take place for our six defined areas o f congregational ministry.

Our Wednesday night emphasis has increased our commu
nity outreach focus, displaced a lot o f the Saturday m om- 
ing/Sunday afternoon meetings that were eating members’ 
schedules alive, and given ministry participants a greater sense 
o f  purpose and competence in fulfilling ministry tasks. Though 
our basic tim e sch ed u le  has changed only slightly, our change in 
tim e p rio r ities  has given a renewed sense o f purpose for partici
pation and decreased the sense o f merely going through the 
paces. M ost importantly, it has reduced the unmanageable time 
demands previously required to participate meaningfully in con
gregational activities.

Our experience is offered only as one example o f what I feel 
churches must do to confront the demands o f ministering to and 
in a time-pressed world. The church o f the year 2000 must re
imagine its life in respect to the way it uses its time if  it is to be 
both theologically balanced and culturally relevant.

‒ From  Image M agazine, by permission.
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YOUR CALENDAR‒ 
AN A LLY OR AN ENEM Y?

Fred W . Schott

Rem em ber when fam ilies ate at the same tim e every eve
ning, year after year? Supper time at our house was 5 :00  p.m. 
sharp. You could set your clock by our routine. Dad punched 
out o f the factory in the south end o f  Louisville at 4 :30 . It took 
him exactly twenty-five minutes to m ake it home to the west 
end. He arrived at 4 :5 5 , washed his hands, gave mom a big kiss, 
and I said grace every night at 5 :00 . One o f our fam ily’s strict
est rules was, "You have your feet under this table at 5 :0 0 !"

Today, my family is lucky to all hold hands and say grace to
gether two or three tim es a week. It seems no matter how hard 
we try, the five o f us are ju st going in so many directions that 
one or more family members is not there.

Ah, the good ole days! Bu t before we get too melancholy— 
the fam ilies o f the past were not better fam ilies because they ate 
together with more regularity than our fam ilies today. Our fam i
lies are not inferior because we have trouble eating at the same 
tim e each n ig h t M any o f the things that interrupt our meal 
times are healthy: piano lessons, special choir practices, cheer- 
leading, m en’s Monday after-work basketball league (very im
portant to my mental w ell-being!), a late afternoon class or 
seminar. W e are not inferior. W e are ju st different, responding 
to a different world than the one in which we grew up. Further, 
struggling with overcommitment as we do, our lives are full o f 
wonderful opportunities and experiences.

B u t my fam ily and most others need to learn ways to take 
greater responsibility for planning fam ily tim e. W e do have to 
work harder at that than previous generations. It is m ost impor
tant that we do not ju st let things happen. Rather, we need to 
give tim e, thought, and energy to planning our tim e. Overcom
mitment is an overlooked danger to modem fam ily life. I reem
phasize: W e must take charge o f  the process. W e need to go 
beyond simply responding to each new crisis or demand on our 
time.
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"O K , O K ," I can hear som e o f  you say. "I agree! But how?" 
It is a simple matter o f  G etting O rganized . Develop a system o f 
time management is my first recommendation. This is impor
tant When things get hectic and we sense ourselves becoming 
overcommitted, i f  we have a system, we know how to make ad
justments, we have confidence, and we will not be over
whelmed. I have a system o f  tim e management that I use. It 
helps me be fair to m yself as well as my fam ily.

I discovered the importance o f a system and developed one 
that works for me and many I have shared it with. What I will 
share here is the basics o f a family system o f  time m anagem ent 
You need to personalize i t  add to it, and make your own. It is 
built around this principle: P roactiv e C alen darin g .

A good calendar is the heart o f  any system. I use a three- 
ring binder in which two 8 1/2 X  11-inch pages open to form a 
week’s calendar. At home, the heart o f  our family system is a 
large wall calendar showing a month at a time with large daily 
squares that allow  a lot o f writing. A simple principle: W riting 
things down, in the calendar, with enough detail is vital.

W e write more than scheduled events in the calendar. 
Things that have shown up on our calendar from time to time are 
whose night it is to cook, to wash dishes, or to feed the dog. 
Sometimes when I have gotten out o f  the habit o f routinely do
ing something that is important to m e, like physical exercise, 
quiet tim es for prayer and study o f scripture, or guitar playing, I 
will begin to chart that activity in my calendar. Just keeping a 
record gets me back into the habit. This is simply a method o f  
self-discipline.

W ork to becom e more p roactiv e  and less reactiv e  in sched
uling things on the calendar. M ost o f  the tim e we react to tim e 
commitments. W e get notices from school, letters and an
nouncements in the m ail, receive phone calls, sign up for 
classes, leagues, and church activities, and rea c t  by scheduling 
all these activities on the calendar. Soon it is so cluttered we 
have no tim e left for the fam ily or ourselves. Often by reacting 
to life ’s events, we have trouble saying "no" to things we really 
would rather not do. Or it seemed O K  when we said "yes" but 
all those "so-so" activities build up, making us tired, cranky and 
feeling out o f  control.
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B y  proactive, I mean to determine as a family not only what 
is important but what we want to do and schedule it in advance. 
W rite it into the calendar, then protect it. Som e examples: 
W hen calendars begin to look cluttered, someone needs to say to 
the entire fam ily, "Hey, gang, we haven’t been together ju st as a 
fam ily, by our selves, in a long time. W e need to do something 
together.” So  far all we have is a wish. A family becom es 
proactive when they then go as a group to look at the big calen
dar, select an open evening or afternoon, and write in big letters 
"U S !"  Then everyone agrees to protect i t  W hat the fam ily ulti
mately does can even be decided later! The activity is not as im
portant as the time.

Proactive Calendaring can also conquer the monster televi
sion. W e really do see it as a monster, not only because o f some 
o f  the garbage it spews but because it tempts us into spending 
too much tim e with i t  Once this was becoming a real problem 
at our house. First we determined how much time was reason
able for us to spend watching television in a week. W e then 
took the Sunday T V  guide from the paper and with the children 
went over the schedule. W ith a red marker we put a box around 
certain shows we thought were worth-while. During the week, 
the television only came on during those hours. W e did this for 
several weeks until we got out o f the habit o f ju st flipping on the 
television, having it on, and watching whatever it had to offer.

I am grateful that as a young father I read a book by Pastor 
Charlie Shedd called A D ad  Is  f o r  Spending Time With, In the 
book he suggested that fathers make regular "dates" with each 
child. I began the practice when our oldest, Laura, was seven. 
Each month,afterwards, I took one o f  my daughters on a date. 
All three o f them seemed to enjoy the practice. W e have som e 
precious memories. W hen they were little, they used to remind 
m e when it was their month for a date. Later I usually had to re
mind them, but they still seemed more than willing. I often 
asked after we agreed on a night and the activity, "Y o u ’re not 
too big to keep going out on dates with Dad?" They always re
sponded with the nicest comments. W e had good times and great 
discussions. It really helped me get to know them as unique 
people.

Proactive calendaring is what really made those monthly 
dates with dad a reality. Over the years I always wrote our dates
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into my personal calendar, the same one I use for my business 
appointments. W hen I was in private training and consulting, 
my office in our basement always had my calendar. One day my 
youngest, Em ily, about seven or eight, came bounding into the 
family room, climbed up into my lap, and with one arm resting 
on my shoulder and a sweet tone to her voice said, " It’s my 
month for a date, Daddy." W e talked about it and agreed on a 
night She jumped o ff my lap and ran out o f the room. She re
appeared in a few minutes with my calendar under her arm. She 
strutted over, handed it to me, and commanded, "W rite it down, 
dad!" Even at that age she knew if  it was down in my calendar, 
not only would I remember our date, but I would protect i t

P rotectin g  fam ily  tim e is my last suggestion. Proactive 
calendaring is only effective i f  we protect i t  I have found this 
principle helpful. When I calendar family time or time with ju st 
one fam ily member (Donna and I need our dates too!), or even 
time for me (GO N E F IS H ’N gets put in the calendar occasion
ally), I try to treat my fam ily members with all o f the dignity and 
respect I would give to a c lie n t my boss, or my church.

To illustrate, say my fam ily has looked ahead and written 
"U S !"  on the calendar and a client calls and says, "Fred, I belong 
to a professional organization. W e are having a big meeting. 
W e want you to be the keynote speaker. I think your thoughts 
on fam ilies are so important in today’s world. W ill you speak to 
us on corporate responsibility to the fam ily?" M y response 
should be one o f the following: "G ee, Mr. C lien t I am flattered, 
but I have a previous engagement that has been scheduled. It is 
very im portant I feel badly but I ’m going to have to decline." 
Or I can say, "G ee, M r. C lie n t I am flattered. I would love to 
speak to your organization. I do have a commitment to another 
group. Let me see if  I can move them to another n ig h t Can I 
call you tomorrow?"

W ith the second response I then go to the fam ily, explain the 
situation, and see i f  we can pick another n ight I do not feel the 
obligation to even reveal that the previous engagement is with 
my fam ily—for two reasons. Many people do not share my val
ues and would pressure me to violate my principle. Second, my 
calendar, my tim e, and my family is my business and my re
sponsibility. Proactive calendaring helps fam ilies to say "no" in 
an honest and sincere way.
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GASPING D ESPER A TELY FO R GOD’S WORD
Rochunda Pudaite, President, B ibles for the W orld

My heart was warmed and my faith encouraged as I recently read 
the fascinating story o f Terry Anderson, the American hostage held 
longest in Lebanon.

According to his own statement, Terry was brought up as a Roman 
Catholic. But when he was "shoved at gunpoint into the back o f a 
green Mercedes," with his face pressed to the floor, and was sped to an 
unknown destination, he sensed an utter emptiness within himself.

After 24 days in blindfold, chained by his wrists and ankles in a 
dark sub-basement dungeon, he longed for the Bible, the book he had 
"pushed aside for many years." In his desperation, he cried out to the 
guard o f his basement prison, and asked him for a Bible.

Amazingly, the next day the guard came, loosed his chains, re
moved his blindfold and pulled away the blanket that covered his head. 
"I couldn't see anything except the book on my lap. It was a Bible." 
What hope and light filled his heart as he began to read it .

"In the past," Terry confessed, "I had read parts of the Bible on an in
tellectual level Now I scoured its pages, book by book. I read it through 10 
times, 20, SO times. Each time, I found something new to sustain me."

"A  verse that inspired me one week filled me with even greater illumi
nation the next week. Amid the filth, the beatings and the chains that 
shackled me to the wall, I felt close to the long-suffering Job and found Paul 
such a com fort"

Terry Anderson continued, "One of my worst ordeals was looking 
back over my 37 years to see things I was ashamed of. Peter helped me 
here. He kept getting it wrong, and Jesus kept patting him on his back say
ing, 'I t ’s OK. Don’t worry about it.’ Like Peter, I could reconcile myself 
to the fact that I had done bad things and would probably do more in the 
future. But that need not prevent me from finding forgiveness in C hrist"

What a discovery! The whole world needs to find "Forgiveness in 
Christ" The whole world needs God’s Word.

Like Terry, man without God is lo st blindfolded, chained to a 
wall. Only through faith in the finished work of Christ on the cross 
will he find peace, freedom and forgiveness o f sin. There is no other 
way.

After 2,455 days, when Terry was finally freed, reporters asked 
him if  he could ever forgive his captors. He thought for a moment
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and a n sw ered , " Y e s ,  as a  C h ristian  I am  req u ired  to  fo rg iv e , n o  m a tte r  
h ow  h ard  it m a y  b e ."

That’s victory, victory o f  the love o f  G od revealed at Calvary.

A s  I p o n d e r th e  T e rry  A n d e rso n  s to ry , m y  h e a rt c rie s  o u t fo r  th e  
p eop le  o f  th e  w o rld  w h o  are  ch a in e d  b y the p rin ce  o f  d ark n ess , and  
w h o in th e ir  u tte r d esp eratio n  h a v e  n o  B ib le  to  read  ab o u t Je su s .

BUILDING A STRAW MAN
Paul A . Estes

[Recently Louisville’s daily newspaper, The Courier Journal, carried an 
article, "Evolution or Creation." It noted that Kentucky has a  statute which 
says, "In any public school instruction concerning. . .  evolution, any teacher 
so desiring may include as a portion o f  such instruction the theory o f  creation 
as presented in the Bible,  and may accordingly read such passages in the Bi
ble as are deem ed necessary .  .  .  thereby affording students a  choice as to 
which theory to accept."

The article ridiculed this statute.  It quoted a  student's mother who said, 
"I’ve been absolutely astounded when my kids have told me that so-and  -so 
objected to teaching o f  evolution. I  really don 7 see how, in this day and age, 
with all the evidence from  fossils and animals, that anyone doesn't accept 
[evolution] as a  fact." The author concludes by quoting a professor o f  biol- 
ogy: "Those who dislike the ideas o f  science and think they have had a  ma
levolent effect on our spiritual life should realize that once one rejects 
understanding and chooses dogma and ignorance, not only science but de
mocracy itself is threatened." [Emphasis added]

Below is the reply written   by Paul Estes, minister at Kentucky Ave, 
Church o f  Christ. He has written a  booklet on this topic, which may be or
dered from  him at 4136 Hickman St., Louisville KY 40213, or from  the Jen 
nings, LA Church o f  Christ, @  $1.00. —Editor]

W hen tw o o r  m ore view s exist the temptation to cave in and build a straw  
m an for your opponent’s view  is great. Y o u  begin by supposedly citing your 
opponents view  but do so giving it your bias. Y ou bring up only the points for 
w hich you have an answ er or believe you  can defeat. Y o u  neither portray in 
full nor answer their valid arguments. Thus you build a straw m an you call 
you r opponent, disem bowel him easily thereby showing yourself to  be the  
logical victor. Such w as an effort o f  a  recent article in the Forum  section o f  
the paper entitled "Evolution o r C reation."
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The author does a n ice job o f  appearing to be the unbiased observer o f an 
intolerable wrong perpetrated by religious creationists upon the scientific 
com m unity. Using her ability to turn a phrase, create an innuendo and clev
erly quote everyone from  high school honor students, professors o f  biology 
and even ministers, she leaves all but the m ost astute reader with her desired  
intention. The reader is led down the prim rose lane o f  evolutionist pseudo-in- 
tellectualism  which im plies that only the simple would dare to question scien
tific "FA C T " o f  evolution. Furtherm ore those foolish enough to believe in 
creationism  should do so quietly without daring to oppose on scientific basis 
the "F A C T " o f evolution. W hile it seem s that everyone in A m erica is proudly 
com ing out of the closet and finding voice in our public school system s there 
is a concentrated effort to  put the scientific creationist back into the closet.

Kentucky Education Reform  A ct K R S  1 5 8 .1 7 7  rightly perm its a teacher  
to give evidences supporting either the theory o f  evolution or creation or both. 
Under this law both have equal footing and can be taught with w hatever merit 
the evidences indicate. This is fair and the creationists are not com plaining. 
Creationists believe that true scientific evidences should be used in the class
room  and examined objectively. Students may draw their own conclusions as 
to w hich theory seem s m ore valid based upon the evidence. Scientific crea
tionists are not demanding that the Bible be taught but that science be taught 
apart from bias which tells only one side o f  the story.

There is no conflict between true science and true religion. The conflict 
has alw ays been between false religion and true science or false science and 
true religion. Fo r exam ple the Catholic Church o f  the middle ages declared  
the world flat and the Earth center o f the universe based upon a m isinterpreta
tion o f  texts from the scripture. The conflict was between erring m en and not 
scripture or science. Likew ise science has been less that infallible and som e
tim es downright unethical. Fo r instance, evidences once hailed as proof posi
tive o f  the m onkey-to-m an connection w ere later shown to be not only 
inaccurate but at tim es a deliberate hoax. The single tooth used in support o f  
evolution at the fam ous Scopes Monkey Trial w as later discovered to  be the 
tooth o f a pig not a man. Sadly over fifty doctoral theses w ere written proving  
the evolution o f  man from this pig tooth before the truth w as known. One 
wonders how many college students accepted the "F A C T " o f  evolution from  a  
host o f  leading scientific experts all proving m an ’s evolution with a p ig’s 
tooth. A rrogance, premature conclusions and lying to prove a theory is wrong  
w hether perpetrated by the scientific o r religious com m unity.

Evolutionists have for years cried loudly that all reasonable m en o f  sci
en ce believe in evolution. Such is not the case. The list o f  eminent scientists 
w ho are creationists grow s rapidly everyday. These Creationists Scientists 
have degrees and awards equaling those within the evolutionist cam p. Such
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men (many who were form er evolutionists) have exam ined the fossils, the 
universe and the com plex D N A  m olecule and concluded that m arvelous de
sign demands a m arvelous designer.

Those who will take the tim e to exam ine the case for creationism  may  
find that their prejudice against creationism  is unfounded. Scientific creation
ists indeed have a case worth a fair hearing in our schools and colleges. They 
invite everyone to exam ine the evidence and draw their own conclusions. 
Scientific creationists are not demanding the expulsion o f  the evolutionist 
from our schools. On the contrary they w elcom e their presentation for it gives 
a better backdrop from which they can present their own theory. Scientific 
creationists do not fear com paring the evolutionist theory to their own in a 
public forum , yet many evolutionist seem paranoid and would rather throw  
the bums out (creationist, that is) than allow the com parison. This paranoia 
should not be. After all, w e m ust rem em ber that evolutionist and creationist 
both have the sam e problem . They m ust exam ine the world that is and in faith 
present their theories as to how it cam e to be.

Tw o years ago I w as asked to  speak to D r. L a n e ’s B iology/Evolution col
lege class at M cN eese State University in Lake Charles, L A . I spoke for 
forty-five minutes on scientific creationism  and n ever used the Bible once. 
D r. L an e, an avow ed evolutionist, questioned m y m orals, questioned my char
acter, challenged m y intentions and insulted heatedly my integrity but he 
never challenged even one o f  the seven propositions I used indicating that 
evolution failed as a valid scientific theory. Professor Lane becam e so irri
tated that he stomped out o f  the classroom , leaving his students sitting some
what dumbfounded to say the least. Perhaps insult w as added to injury when 
one o f  his students raised her hand and said, "S ir, you have completely dis
proved evolution; will you now speak on creation?" D r. L ane never invited 
m e back for that discussion. M y point is this: Building and destroying a 
straw m an is easy , but com ing face to face with your opponent is the only le
gitimate way to  fairly discuss opposing view s.

It is tim e for those w ho consider them selves academ ic evolutionists to 
quit being such snobs and publicly w elcom e the input o f  the scientific crea
tionists. It is time to quit w aving the flag o f  the separation o f  church and 
state, which has becom e a sm oke screen clouding the real issue o f academ ic 
freedom . Evolutionist scientists and school adm inistrators need to quit crying  
foul at the creationist effort to  be heard, and practice a bit o f  the very toler
ance they preach. Our schools and colleges will not be polluted by simply 
hearing the creationist view but w ill, on the contrary, becom e true institutions 
o f  higher learning.
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C a m p e rs ’ Testim onies
Camps are something special. I  have great memories o f  

many different camp weeks through the years. I  hope you do 
too. Christian camps are extra special, an outstanding means o f  
spiritual growth. And according to a whole bunch o f  unedited 
testimonies sent to me recently, the M usic Camp at Antioch 
(near Frankfort, K y .) is super-extra-special. Read a  few  for 
yourself, and see. Then i f  you want to know more, write Anti
och ’s new supervisor L y le  Baker, 355  B ark  Branch Rd., 
Frankfort, Ky. 40601 . Or call the M usic Camp coordinator, D e
bra Gordon: (606) 734-7361 . John Fulda is the main m usic di
rector.

—The Editor

*      *      *      *      *

Last year at camp was my first year here. I  loved it so  much 
I  had to com e back. It was so fun, and the songs that w e sang 
were wonderful. W hat I really liked about was how it helped me 
spiritually I  cam e closer to God. I  learned to be still and listen 
to God.

I  love the people here, because I  know they love m e, that I  
can talk to them i f  I  needed to.

I  love to praise God by singing to Him. W hen we sing w e’re 
not trying to impress anyone. W e are ju st praising the Lord. 
Singing to you how wonderful He is.

‒ Leighann Brum m ett

*      *      *      *      *

M usic week at Antioch has always been my favorite camp. I 
go to many musical summer camps every year that have far 
more planned classes and instrumental training, yet none have 
the powerful ministry and service to Jesus Christ our Lord like 
m usic week at A ntioch does.

This particular week I ’ve learned so much about Jesus. I ’ve 
learned about meditation on God’s word and the Christian’s
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power to rebuke evil. I ’ve learned the immense importance o f 
memorization o f God’s word. Psalms 119:11 has becom e an im
portant verse to me in my experience at music week.

I  have learned about the m echanics o f  m usic as well as the 
spiritual asp ect Not only does the camp inform you o f the order 
o f sharps and flats, but also it teaches you how to worship Jesus 
Christ and serve Him with your music.

This music week has been used as a tool for our Savior. A 
dear friend o f  m ine was saved from eternal damnation through 
God’s prompting and the cam p’s encouragem ent

Every year I look forward to music week at Antioch; not 
only because it is fun and involves wonderful fellowship, but 
also because I know it is a service to Jesus Christ our Lord and 
teaches His sheep to learn how to worship and grow in Him.

—W ill Jo n es

*     *     *     *

Gam es, sports, good food, the outdoors, best friends and 
praising God. These are some o f the best things in my life (and 
probably many other people’s lives as well). I was lucky enough 
to find all these things in one place‒ the M usic W eek at Antioch.

During the week we have many classes—V oice warm up, B i
ble study, Sight reading (divided into Beginner and Advanced 
students), Sectional rehearsals and Full group rehearsals. W e 
have a personal devotion in the morning and a group devotion in 
the evening. During the midst o f  all this we have three wonder
fully cooked meals, and a snack at night.

Y ou  might think that this is going to be all work and no play, 
but one thing the people at Antioch know is how to have fun. 
W e have a two hour recreation time and a game in the afternoon 
and evening. I ’ve been here three times and have always had 
enough games and fun. Any person going into the seventh grade 
up to college can have all this and improve our voices for 
$45.00.

—Andrew M cR ae
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NEW S and NOTES
Edited by Jack  B laes

Tell City, Ind. Church of Christ
Special U pcom ing Events: The 

annual m en’s cam pout, held M ay  
6th . Then the annual mother-daugh
ter banquet, held M ay 7th.

In addition, an organizational 
m eeting w as held to see about start
ing hom e Bible studies in the area.

A nd a special prayer request: 
The m other o f  Jerry C arm ichael, 
form er minister at Tell City ( and 
now  at L inton), has bladder cancer. 
And the m other o f  his w ife, M artha, 
has bone cancer. Please keep all o f  
their fam ily in your prayer.

If Your W&W Sunday School 
Quarterlies Don’t Arrive

. . .  or arrive badly dam aged, 
please notify M rs. Jane Heid, at 
(5 0 2 )  7 7 8  - 5 5 1 8 . W e are sorry 
som e churches have had problems 
lately. Som etim es it’s our fault, but 
usually it’s the Postal D epartm ent’s 
fa u lt

Portland Ave. Church, Louisville
Recently w e donated over $ 5 0  

w orth o f  Christian books to the li
brary o f  a public high school in L ou 
isville. The librarian assured us they 
would be widely read. In fact, a 
sim ilar bunch o f  books w e donated a 
few  years ago are about worn out 
from  heavy use! (W e donated to an
other public high school library too, 
w hose librarian says the sam e.) 
Som e books w ere about love/dat- 
in g /sex, or drugs/drinking, or occult
ism  ("T h at’s a favorite topic for the 
guys," says one librarian.). Others 
w ere novels. One contained testi
m onies by well-known Christian 
athletes. Another contained ques

tions com m only asked by teenagers. 
All w ere written from a Biblical 
point o f  view , som e m ore overtly  
than others. And the bookstore gave  
us a discount, m aking our $ $  go far
ther. Y ou  m ight want to try this in 
your area. Talk to the librarian first.

On M arch 6 ,  Girl Scouts from  
all the troops in the Northwestern  
district o f  Louisville w ere invited to 
Scout Sunday at our congregation. 
O ver 30  girls cam e, plus nearly 10  
adults. They sang several songs for 
us, heard us preach the gospel, and 
stayed for a light meal afterwards. It 
was a good time o f  fellowship, and 
an exam ple o f  G al. 3 :2 8 , for all 
troops in our district are made up o f  
blacks except ours (&  last year w e  
had 3 blacks in our troop).

M ark Garrett spoke to us on 
M arch 2 0  at night, after being at 
W inchester that morning. Then the 
next Friday he, Candy and Kathryn  
left by plane for Senagal. On M arch  
13 w e held a short m em orial service  
for missionary &  PC H S graduate 
Robert Johnson, before holding our 
weekly m em orial service for Jesus  
the Christ. ‒  A lex  W ilson

Readers, Be Writers
W e still plan to have a W & W  

with testim onies about answered  
prayers. A nd if y o u ’ll w rite your 
testimonies now and send it right 
aw ay, w e m ay well include i t  
Hurry!

How God is Training Young 
People at Portland Christian

Thirty student m em bers o f  the 
high school chorus plus six adults 
m ade use o f  their spring vacation to 
visit the South-Central states to
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name "the N am e above all others" in 
churches and public places in "spiri
tual songs, w ords, manner o f  life, 
love, faith and purity." Blessings  
were exchanged all along the w a y -  
many left in every place visited and 
many brought hom e- in the hearts 
and lives o f  these representatives o f  
Jesus.

In M arch , seven Russian stu
dents with three educators visited  
P.C .S . to have an on-site experience  
to learn what Christian education  
looks like in action. They extended  
an invitation for a delegation of  
Christian teachers to com e to Russia  
to teach Russian teachers how to in
tegrate the Bible and Biblical values 
into their educational curriculum . 
The sixth graders entertained these 
visitors from afar with a "beautiful" 
tea.

Portland Christian School junior 
Jodie L yon  w as chosen to be a gov
ernor’s scholar this summer. N ote  
well: only 7 0 0  pupils are chosen
from the entire state for this honor, 
and Jod ie is the fifth governor’s 
scholar from  P.C.H.S . in five years. 
These are but a few o f many such 
items reported in "From  the Desk of  
Donald R ucker and Jodel Seay." If 
you are not getting this publication, 
write to Portland Christian School, 
2 5 0 0  Portland A v e ., Louisville, K Y  
4 0 2 1 2  and request to be placed on 
the mailing list.

Antioch Christian Camp
3 5 5  Baric B ranch  Rd.
Frankfort, K y. 4 0 6 0 1  
(5 0 2 )  2 2 3 -7 0 5 6

D ates f o r  1994
1. June 26-Ju ly  1 Junior Camp I

9 -1 2  years old
2 . July 8 -1 0  First Chance

6 -8  years old
3 . July 1 0 -17  M usic Camp

7th grade and up

4 . July 1 7 -2 2  Junior Cam p Π
9 -1 2  years old

5 . July 2 4 -3 0  T een Camp
1 3 -1 8  years old

A ll cam ps this year are Coed.

Kentuckiana Ladies Inspired
About 125 w om en "Fixed  their 

E y es on Jesus" at the 1 9 9 4  Ladies 
Inspiration D ay at the Portland 
Church in Louisville. The format 
w as very u nu su al-all seated at ta
bles in the gym  for the entire d a y -  
and m any expressed appreciation for 
the way it w as set up. Five speakers 
gave a total o f  six m essages. First 
they challenged us to look at the so
cial problems facing us in the world 
today, such as hum anism, abortion, 
hom elessness, etc. &  how w e can  
get involved in com batting them. 
Then w e were encouraged as w e  
heard o f positive steps being taken 
to fight these sym ptom s o f  ungodli
ness. Finally w e w ere called to re
jo ice  that w e are on the side of  
Victory. R ich  tim es o f  singing, w or
ship and prayer were sprinkled 
throughout the day. W hat a blessing 
you m issed if you w eren’t there!

-  Ruth W ilson

Louisiana Christian Ladies 
Fellowship

This y e a r’s fellowship meeting 
for the ladies w as a great success. 
Seventy-five ladies attended and 
several babies cam e along also. 
M ost o f the central Louisiana  
churches were represented as well as 
som e from longer distances—Shiloh, 
A m ite, T exas, Little R ock , and W est 
M onroe. The luncheon w as excel
lent and the skit w as fun and deliv
ered a very good lesson. The 
devotion time w as spent on prayer: 
praise prayer, thankfulness, confes
sion, supplication and intercession, 
with tim e given to each o f  these ar
eas. Sister W est had m uch to share
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and will long be rem em bered. M any 
thanks to all who had a part in m ak
ing this such a rewarding tim e for 
all. Praise Him from whom  all 
blessings flow.

— Turkey C reek, L a . bulletin.

Tell City Church of Christ
Prom ise K eepers W eekend: 

Prom ise K eepers, M en o f  Integrity, 
is a Christ-centered ministry dedi
cated to uniting m en to becom e  
godly influences in their world. 
M en gather from  across the nation to 
honor Jesus Christ and learn m ore  
about becom ing m en o f  integrity. 
There is a group o f  men from Tell 
City planning on going to this 
W eekend on June 3rd  and 4th in In
dianapolis. M ark this event on your 
calendar, and don’t m iss i t !-T im  
Hill

Woodland Bible Camp, Inc.
110  "B " Street N .E . Linton, IN  
4 7 4 4 1

1994 S chedu le
M ay 1- June 10 W orker’s M onth 

Orell Overm an &  Jim  Reintjes 
June 12-18  Junior W eek #1

H. Coultas &  B . Smallwood  
June 19-25  Intermediate W eek #1  

Bennie Hill &  R . Powell 
July 10-16  Junior W eek # 2

J . Carm ichael &  J . M ayeaux  
July 17-23 Intermediate W eek # 2  

M . Abbott &  N. M arsh  
July 2 4 -3 0  Senior W eek

D . Pound &  A . W oodw ard  
August 6  40 th  Y e a r Celebration

E . Pound &  Com m ittee
Cost: The price o f  cam p is

$ 4 0 .0 0  per person. The fee is to in
clude an insurance policy w hich pro
tects each person while travelling to  
and from  cam p and covers sickness 
and accident during the w eek.

Southeast Church of Christ, 
Louisville

W e w elcom e T om  Kelley who 
ministers to  the Highland Church as  
our speaker fo r our "Son-rise" Serv
ice today. T he special singing will 
be presented by a group from  the 
Highlands Church. W e urge eveiy- 
one at Southeast to  m eet those visit
ing with B roth er Kelley as w e have 
breakfast together.

M en’s Bible Study
Beginning Saturday, April 9 ,  all 

m en are invited to  participate in a 
joint Kentucky Avenue/Southeast 
Bible class on Ephesians taught by 
Paul E stes. The class will be held at 
Southeast each Saturday, 7 :0 0 -8 :3 0  
a.m . from April 9-M ay 14 . A  great 
opportunity for men to  share in 
Christian fellowship and spiritual 
growth.

Gallatin Church of Christ
Hey Youth: Participants in the 

30-hour fam ine m eet after school 
Friday at the church. If  you  need to 
be picked up from school, let Barry  
know. B e  sure you  eat a good lunch 
on Friday. The fasting begins at 
1 :0 0 . B ring the follow ing items: 
B ible, personal beauty supplies, 
toothbrush and toothpaste, and work 
clothes. The fast will end with a 
feast at 7 :0 0  pm Saturday.

W hat do the Jew ish Passover 
and Jesu s’ L ast Supper have in co m 
m on? Steve Law son, speaking on  
behalf o f  Jew s for Jesus answered  
that question suring his presentation  
Sunday, M arch 6 ,  19 9 4  at 1 0 :3 0  a .m. 
He unfolded the story o f  redemption  
from the E xod us to C alvary , in 
Christ in the Passover.
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Christian Youth Encampment, 
DeRidder, Louisiana

1994 S chedu le P o sted  
A  w eek at C Y E  this sum m er 

will co st $ 4 0 .0 0 . N o child  should 
m iss out on cam p because he does 
not have enough funds. Those need
ing help financially should contact 
D ouglas B royles. Scholarships are  
available. The follow ing is the 
schedule for this year.

M ay 14 W ork D ay 8 :0 0  a .m . - 4 :0 0  
p.m . with lunch provided  

June 1 9 -2 4  Junior W eek Begins  
2 :0 0  p .m . Jennings Church di
recting

July 1 0 -1 5  Junior High B egin s 2 :0 0  
p.m . Turkey C reek C hurch di
recting

July 2 4 -2 9  Senior H igh B egins  
2 :0 0  p .m . D enham  Springs 
Church directing

Septem ber 9  &  10 L adies R etreat 
6 :0 0  p .m . Jennings Church di
recting

Excellent Lectureship
The K C R C  Lectureship held in 

Louisville on April 19 w as a tim e o f  
extra-good teaching and fellowship. 
B rother Leroy Garrett spoke three 
tim es. H e helped us reflect on our 
heritage in the Stone-Cam pbell 
m ovem ent, and its strengths and 
w eaknesses. F o r  instance, he noted  
that one slogan (am ong others) w as  
"W e are free to  differ, but not to di
vide." H e noted that that attitude 
w as prominent fo r the 1st 6 0  years  
o r  so , but then som e editors and 
preachers took ju st the opposite ap
proach , "W e  are free to  divide but 
not to  differ!" S o  w hat began as  a

unity m ovem ent began splitting and 
re-splitting.

Opportunities fo r questions and 
com m ents w ere helpful, too. B io . 
Leroy pointed out that doctrine can  
be divisive (though it does not have  
to  b e), but cooperating in Christian  
service often prom otes unity without 
com prom ise. Charles Sutton, min
ister at W est Point, K y , illustrated 
this point from  his experience. F o r  
several years 4 -5  B ible believing  
churches o f  various brands have c o 
operated in united m eetings at Easter  
and Thanksgiving, and also in yearly  
week long Gospel meetings! In the  
latter, a  different church is in charge  
each  night, but all join  in.

O ver 7 0  people attended the  
lectureship, many o f  them ministers 
from  Churches o f  Christ but prob
ably the majority from  independent 
Christian Churches. A  spirit o f  love  
fo r the Lord  and for each other w as  
sensed throughout the conference, il
lustrating the w ords o f  Christ winch  
B ro . Leroy emphasized: " I f  I be
lifted up, I will draw all men unto 
M e."

That text w as in fact the basis o f  
the serm on he preached for us at 
Portland A venue the preceding 
L o rd ’s D ay. H e emphasized that 
unity is found at the cross. The  
nearer w e get to our crucified Sav
ior, the nearer w e get to each other.

W  &  W  has a few  copies o f  the  
book Our Heritage o f  Unity and 
Fellowship for sale @  $ 9 .0 0  plus 
postage. It contains som e o f  the best 
writings o f  Leroy  Garrett and Carl 
Ketcherside through the years. 
Y o u ’ll be challenged and strength
ened by i t



JUNE 25

JOIN IN A PR A Y ER  "M EET IN G " 

W ITH  MILLIONS O F FELLO W  B ELIEV ER S!

M any Christians are gearing up for the largest prayer  
m eetin g in history. It is scheduled for Saturday, Ju n e 2 5 ,  
and is called  "A  D A Y  T O  C H A N G E  T H E  W O R L D .'’ P eter  
Wagner states, "O n Saturday, June 2 5 ,  1 9 9 4 , w hat will 
probably be the m ost m assive prayer m eeting in the history  
o f  Christianity is scheduled to take place in thousands o f  lo
cation s around the globe . . . W e  are believing that on that 
day at least 3 0 %  o f  the w orld ’s com m itted Christians will 
be praying in a  sp ecific and coordinated m anner for w o rld  
ev a ngeliza tio n . T his im plies that 160  m illion brothers and  
sisters will be interceding together over a  2 4 -h o u r period. 
T h e entire body o f  Christ on all six continents will be in
volved in beseeching God to hasten the day w hen ‘the king
d om s o f  this w orld are b ecom e the kingdom s o f  our L ord , 
and o f  H is Christ; and H e shall reign forever and ever! ’ 
(R e v . 1 1 :1 5 ) . "

A DAY TO CHANGE TH E W ORLD!


