
JU L Y , 1994

THE STONE-CAMPBELL 
REFORMATION:

ITS ROOTS AND IDEALS

THOUGHT - PROVOKERS 
from Various Restoration Movement Leaders

Barton Stone: "We may take the Bible alone . . .  as the only 
standard of faith and practice, yet without the Spirit, union can never 
be effected, nor continued . . . .  Let every Christian begin the work of 
union in himself. Wait upon God, and pray for the promise o f the 
Spirit. Rest not till you are filled with the Spirit. Then, and not till 
then, will you love the brethren."

Thomas Campbell: "Christianity is emphatically, supereminently 
-y ea , transcendency, the religion o f love ."

" If  we have any desire to be eternally happy, and to exist for the 
purpose for which we are made, let us make the contents of the Bible 
our study night and day, and endeavor, by prayer and meditation, to let 
its influence dwell upon our hearts perpetually. This is the whole busi
ness o f life in this world. All else is but preparation for this; for this

(Continued inside)

"Holding fast the faithful W ord . . . " ,



alone can lead us back to God, the eternal Fountain of all being and 
blessedness. He is both the Author and the Object of the Bible. It 
comes from Him, and is graciously designed to lead us to Him . . . ."

Alexander Campbell, writes Richard Hughes, "often insisted 
that mere intellectual assent to gospel facts is not saving faith. The 
faith that saves, he urged, ’is not belief or any doctrine or truth, ab
stractly, but belief in Christ; trust or confidence in Him as a  per- 
son.

Again, Campbell wrote, Baptism has "no abstract efficacy. 
Without previous faith in the blood of Christ, and deep and unfeigned 
repentance before God, neither immersion in water, nor any other ac
tion, can secure to us the blessings of peace and pardon."

Robert Richardson: "A sect is characterized by a marked stag
nation of religious thought. The Theological system of each party 
surrounds it with fixed boundaries which afford no outlet to free in
vestigation." A current writer, enlarging on Richardson’s thought, 
says, "When people reach the point where they believe they have dis
covered all truth, that they have everything worked out, and that their 
conclusions are equivalent to ’truth,’ surely they have become a 
sect." (Mark Nitz)

Moses Lard: "The church of the Lord Jesus Christ will never 
perfectly fulfil its mission in the world as long as we expect one man 
[our preacher] to be a spiritual jack-of-all-trades. God has ordained 
that we should be endowed with and should exercise various gifts 
given according to His own wisdom. As long as these gifts are ig
nored, buried, and unused, the church cannot but be poor in its spiri
tual life and in its testimony to the world."

Isaac E rrett: "All who trust in the Son of God, and obey Him 
are our brethren, however wrong they may be about anything else; 
and those who do not trust in this divine Savior for salvation, and 
obey His commandments, are not our brethren, however intelligent 
and excellent they may be in all besides."

David Lipscomb on Matt. 7 :1 , "Judge not": "Judge is used in 
the sense o f condemn. Be not too ready to condemn. Some persons 
are ready to put the worst construction on the actions of all and to 
condemn harshly and unjustly. People who so judge others will be 
judged in the same way. The Scriptures require us to put the best 
construction on the acts o f our fellow-men, not to condemn them until 
forced to do so-that is, until no other construction can be put on their 
actions. [However] when the actions o f persons will allow no other 
construction, on must apply the laws of God to them impartially."
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THEM E:
THE STONE-CAMBELL 

REFORMATION:
ITS ROOTS AND IDEALS

A le x  V . W ilso n

O f co u rs e  th e re  a re  m ultitudes o f  w on d erfu l C h ristia n s w h o ’v e  
n ev er even  h eard  o f  B a rto n  S to n e o r  A le x a n d e r  C a m p b e ll, o r  o f  the  
cru sa d e  th ey  helped estab lish ‒ u sually  ca lled  th e R e sto ra tio n  M o v e 
m en t. S o m e  m em b ers  o f  so m e C h u rch e s  o f  C h ris t (w h ich  sp ran g  
fro m  that m o v e m e n t) think th eirs is the on ly  tru e  ch u rch  and th ey  are  
the on ly  real C h ris tia n s . S uch  an idea is so p re p o ste ro u s  th at it is u n 
w o rth y  o f  re b u tta l. O n th e  o th er hand th e re  a re  lots o f  folks ou tsid e  
the m o v e m e n t (and so m e  inside it) w h o think it is and a lw a y s w as to 
tally  le g a lis tic , se c ta ria n  and s te r ile . T h e ir  attitude is, "C a n  an y go o d  
thing co m e  out o f  th e R e sto ra tio n  M o v e m e n t?"  B u t th at to o  is false  
and fo o lish .

I g re w  up in th e C h u rch e s  o f  C h ris t, and h av e  m in istered  am o n g  
th em  fo r th irty -fiv e  y e a rs  n o w , so I ’ v e  lon g b een  a w a re  o f  v a rio u s  
v irtu es and v ic e s  am o n g  u s . B ut m y k n o w led g e  m ultiplied  d u rin g  the  
p ast y e a r as I p re p a re d  and tau gh t a se m e ste r  co u rs e  on  the h isto ry  o f  
the m o v e m e n t. O u r m ain  te x tb o o k  had o v e r  7 0 0  p a g e s , and a n u m 
b er o f  o th er b o o k s and a rtic le s  w e re  studied to o ! I d isco v e re d  m u ch  
to a d m ire  and to th an k  G od fo r , and lots to  d ep lo re  and w eep o v e r . I 
found m an y  heroes. S o m e  I ’d n e v e r ev en  h eard  o f—A rch ib ald  
M c L e a n  and P e te r  A in slie  II I . (W e  u n earth ed  a fin e a rtic le  by A in -  
slie in the 1 9 1 7  W o rd  and W o rk , o n  C h r is t’ s re tu rn .)  O th ers I had  
know n ab ou t but ca m e  to  ap p re cia te  to  a g re a te r  e x te n t - I s a a c  E r re t t ,  
D avid  L ip s c o m b , K .C .  M o s e r , Ja m e s  D . M u rch  and C a rl K e tch e rsid e  
(R uth  and I read  his e x c itin g  a u to b io g ra p h y ). Sad to  s a y , th e re  h av e  
been a lot o f  zeros to o . I w o n ’t m en tion  th em  n o w . R ead  L e ro y  
G a rre tt’ s The Stone-C am pbell M ovem ent and re a ch  y o u r o w n  c o n 
clu sio n s.

A n o th e r little -k n ow n  h e ro  w ho e m e rg e d  w as D r . R o b e rt R ich a rd 
so n . D ale  A . Jo rg e n so n  w rites o f  the d o c to r ’ s d e s ire  "th at the R e s to 
ratio n  M o v e m e n t w ould n ot b e co m e  a leg alistic  s e c t-a m o n g -s e c ts ."  
H e co n tin u e s , q uotin g  an o th er w rite r:

Richardson could foresee the shipwreck of the Disciples at 
some future time, as the faithful wrangled within a devotionless 
faith and a logic of mechanical literalism . . . .  He labored for many 
years to liberate the Disciples from this benumbing literalism. He 
struggled to bring a spirit of tolerance and devotion into the refor-
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mation when it seemed to be trending toward a hair-splitting, fel
lowship-breaking logic, to little seasoned by Christian love.

Y o u  too  m a y  learn  m o re  ab out R ic h a rd s o n -v a lu a b le  insights  
fro m  an unsung h e r o - t h i s  m onth and th e n ext tw o  issues as w e ll. F o r  
w e a re  rep rin tin g  th e th re e  ch a p te rs  ab out him  fro m  th e splendid re 
cen t b ook by L e o n a rd  A llen  o f  A b ile n e , D istant V oices.

L e t m e w h et y o u r ap petite  fo r  th at b o o k . In his in trod u ction  D r . 
A llen  o b se rv e s , "Seeing the past in a  new light . . . can m ake the fu 
ture look  d ifferen t." H e re  is his e x p la n a tio n : "S o m e tim e s  things hap
pen that ch a n g e  th e p ast w e re m e m b e r . A  lo n g -fo rg o tte n  ev en t, w hen  
re ca lle d , re ca sts  p arts  o f  the s to ry . ‘ So th a t’s w h at re a lly  h a p p e n e d !’ 
w e e x c la im . ‘ M y  fa th e r d id n ’t re a lly  m ean  all th o se  things in the w ay  
that I re m e m b e re d  th e m ,’ w e d is c o v e r . ‘T h e re  w as a w h ole d ifferen t  
side to th e  s to ry  th at I n ev er saw  b e f o r e .’ "

S uch  a p ro c e s s  m a y  o c c u r  not on ly  in the e x p e rie n c e  o f  an indi
v id u al, but ev en  o f  a m o v e m e n t:

Our memories o f our Christian heritage are also selective. As 
the story of a religious movement is passed on, some things get 
dropped out and forgotten; intricate events get simplified; conflicts 
get enshrined and differences exaggerated. Furthermore, as with 
our individual memories, discovering lost parts of this past can 
bring clarifying perspective—and perhaps healing balm to Christian 
life today.

This book is an exercise in remembering . . .  [so we may] re
cover some of the forgotten or "distant voices" from the modem 
history of Churches of Christ. These voices are the minority voices 
among Churches o f Christ, that have been drowned out. Some of 
the voices come from people largely forgotten by the tradition; oth
ers come from major, well-known figures who held certain views 
now largely forgotten . . . .  Listening to such voices helps us 
glimpse a heritage that is broader, richer and more diverse than we 
presently may suppose, [pp. 3-5, condensed]

T h e  students at o u r S ch o o l o f  B ib lica l S tu dies en joyed  this b ook  
im m en sely . It is n ot tech n ical n or h a rd . It is e a sy  to  re a d , y et  
th o u g h t-p ro v o k in g . T h e re  a re  1 7 5  p a g e s o f  te x t , plus an 18 p ag e  
study gu id e w ith  4 - 8  d iscu ssio n  q uestion s p e r c h a p te r . T h e  " v o ic e s "  
b elo n g  to folks lik e L a r im o re , H a rd in g , B re w e r , L ip s c o m b , and S i- 
lena H o lm an , b esid es S ton e and C a m p b e ll. W e  a re  g ra tefu l fo r  p e r
m ission  fro m  th e  au th o r and p u b lish er to run six  o f  th e tw e n ty -tw o  
ch a p te rs , but you  w ou ld  b enefit fro m  read in g  th e w h o le  b o o k . Y o u  
m ay  b uy a co p y  fro m  o u r o ff ice  @  $ 1 0 .9 5  plus p o sta g e  (an d  ta x  in 
K e n tu ck y ).

B ut fo r  n o w , read  on  in this issu e, b eing both  thinkful and th an k 
fu l.
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BARTON W . STONE,
EVANGELIST AND PEACEMAKER

S y lv ia  R o o t T e s te r

B a rto n  W a rre n  S to n e , b orn  on  D e c e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 7 7 2 ,  w as the last 
ch ild  o f  Jo h n  and M a ry  W a rre n  S to n e . S o o n  a fte r  B a rto n ’ s b irth , 
Jo h n  S to n e  d ie d . In  1 7 7 9 , d urin g the R e v o lu tio n a ry  W a r , M rs . S to n e  
m o v e d  h e r h ou seh old  to  V irg in ia .

It w a s  n o t ea sy  fo r a w idow  to  m ain tain  a h ou seh old  in th ose  
d a y s . B a rto n  w as sen t to  sch ool fo r  fiv e  y e a rs , but w h en  h e w as p ro 
n o u n ced  "e d u ca te d "  by his te a c h e r , no fu rth er th o u g h t w as g iv e n  to  
his s ch o o lin g . H o w e v e r , w hen h e w a s se v e n te e n , p a rt o f  his fa th e r ’ s 
e sta te  w as d ivided  am o n g  all the c h ild re n . B a rto n  to o k  his sh a re  and  
en ro lled  in th e D av id  C ald w ell A c a d e m y , n ear G re e n sb o ro , N orth  
C a ro lin a . H e  stayed  th re e  y e a rs  and fin ish ed  the ap pointed  c o u rs e s .

W h ile  S ton e w as in G re e n sb o ro , Ja m e s  M cG re a d y  held a re v iv a l  
th e re . Ja m e s  M cG re a d y  w as a "h e ll-fire -a n d -b rim sto n e "  p re a c h e r , 
o n e  o f  th e  b est k n ow n  o f  th e P re sb y te ria n  e v a n g e lis ts .

S to n e  attended o n e  m eetin g  and th en  se v e ra l m o r e . M cG re a d y  
w as a fe a rso m e  C a lv in is t. H e b eliev ed  all p eo p le  w e re  to ta lly  d e 
p ra v e d , w ith  no ca p a c ity  fo r g o o d . H e  ta u g h t—as m an y  o th ers  a t th at 
t i m e - th a t  G od  ch o se  w h om  H e w ou ld  o r  w ou ld  not sa v e  and that in
d iv id u als h ad  no sa y  in the m a tte r . P e o p le  m u st be b o rn  an e w , 
M c G re a d y  b elie v e d , but only G od  co u ld  d e cid e  if th ey  w ould b e .

B a rto n  w as co n v in ce d  he w as a s in n e r. H e  w ished  fo r  the new  
birth  b ut d id n ’t know  w hat to d o  n e x t . H e w aited  fo r  an em o tio n al 
e x p e rie n c e  to  sh ow  that G od had ch o se n  h im , but n one c a m e . B a r 
ton  w a ite d , fearin g  h e  w as not ch o se n , fo r  a lm o st a y e a r .

H e  h app en ed  th en  to h ear a se rm o n  o n  th e to p ic  o f  G o d ’ s lo v e , 
and it en ded  his d ifficu ltie s . I f  G od  w as lo v e , G od  w ou ld  a cce p t h im . 
In la te r y e a rs  B a rto n  w ro te  o f  h ow  h e felt th at n ig h t. "I loved  H im —I 
ad o red  H im —I p raised  H im  a lo u d ."

T o  B a rto n  S to n e lo v e  w as a lw ay s th e to u ch sto n e —G o d ’s lo v e  fo r  
h im  and fo r  all p e o p le , his ow n  lo v e  fo r  G od and fo r  o th er p e o p le . 
H e o n c e  said  to a frien d , "S o  g re a t is m y lo v e  fo r  s in n e rs , th at, had  I 
p o w e r , I w ou ld  sa v e  th em  a ll ."
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S to n e ’ s sta tem en t ab out his lo v e  fo r  sin n ers w as not fa lse  b oast
ing. H is en tire  life  b e a rs  testim o n y  to  its tru th . T h ro u g h  him  thou
sands w e re  w on  to C h ris t. H is v e ry  real c o n c e rn  fo r th em  w as  
evident. P e o p le  re m e m b e re d  him  w ith  deep  a ffe c tio n ‒ a retu rn  o f  the  
affection  th ey  had re ce iv e d  fro m  h im .

EA R LY  M IN ISTRIES

S ton e b e c a m e  a supply m in ister at C a n e  R id g e  and C o n co rd , 
K en tu ck y . S oon  th ese tw o ch u rch e s ask ed  S to n e  to  b e th eir re g u la r  
m in ister. T h is  m ean t h e had to fa c e  e x a m in a tio n  b y  the p re sb y te ry . 
He w as w o rrie d , fo r  by now  he b elieved  th at so m e  P re sb y terian  d o c 
trines co n tra d ic te d  S crip tu re .

So w h en  ask ed  if he w ould  fo llo w  th e  W e stm in ste r C o n fe ssio n , 
Stone a n sw e re d , "A s  far as I se e  it con sisten t w ith th e W o rd  o f  G o d ."  
N o on e o b je c te d  to  this a n sw e r, and S ton e b e c a m e  an ord ain ed  m inis
ter on  O c to b e r  4 ,  1 7 9 8 .

S to n e ’s m in istry  at C a n e  R id g e  and C o n c o rd  w as fruitful fro m  the  
b egin n in g . S o o n , fifty  n ew  p eop le  jo in e d  o n e  ch u rch  and thirty  
joined  th e  o th e r . S tead ily , th e ch u rch e s  g re w .

In 180 1  B a rto n  S to n e trav eled  to  L o g a n  C o u n ty , K e n tu ck y , to  at
tend a re v iv a l in w h ich  M cG re a d y  w as a sp e a k e r . T h is w as on e o f  
m any re v iv a ls  th at m ad e  up th e  "G re a t R e v iv a l ,"  la ter re co rd e d  w ith  
both w o n d er and a v e rsio n  in th e  h isto ry  b o o k s .

In th o se  tim e s  re v iv a ls  b eg an  o n  S a tu rd a y . P e o p le  b ro u g h t th eir  
ow n p ro v is io n s . N earb y  ch u rch  folk  supplied additional fo o d . P e o 
ple slept in th e ir  w ag o n s o r  on the g ro u n d . A  few  had ten ts . O n ce  
the se rv ic e s  b e g a n , th ey  d id n ’t  s to p , con tin u in g  night and d ay  until 
food  ran  o u t and p eo p le  w e re  u tterly  e x h a u ste d .

A p u zzlin g  p h en o m en o n  a ro se  in th o se  re v iv a ls . B a rto n  S ton e  
h im self w as aston ish ed  by it. P eo p le  se e m e d  to  b e "stru ck  d o w n " by  
w hat th ey  ca lle d  the Spirit o f  G o d . T h e y  w ou ld  faint and lie as if  
dead fo r  so m e  tim e , and then rise  to  e x p re ss  tu m u ltuou s jo y  at being  
d eliv ered  fro m  H e ll. T h is  happened to se v e ra l o f  S to n e ’ s frien d s. 
H e sat w ith  th e m , o b se rv in g , try in g  to  fig u re  o u t the p h en o m en o n . 
A lth ough  he w a s  not co m fo rta b le  w ith w h at w as h ap p en in g, h e  finally  
d ecid ed , " . . .  th at ca n n o t be a S atan ic w o rk  w h ich  b rin gs m en  to  
hum ble co n fe ss io n  and fo rsak in g  o f  sin . . . fe rv e n t p raise  and th an ks
g iv in g ."

B a rto n  S to n e  retu rn ed  to his c h u rc h e s . H e rep o rted  o n  th e re 
v ival to  o n e  ch u rch  on  Sun d ay m orn in g  and to  th e o th er that n igh t.
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T w o  little g irls  w e re  "s tru ck  d o w n " in the even in g  s e rv ic e . T h e  n e x t  
d a y  S ton e retu rn ed  h o m e  to  find p eo p le  w aitin g  fo r  h im . A  re v iv a l  
m eetin g  b eg an  righ t th e re  and la s ted into the n igh t.

In Ju n e  a fiv e -d a y  m eetin g  w as held at C o n c o r d . F o u r  th ou san d  
p eo p le  atten d ed . S ton e to o k  so m e  tim e o f f  in Ju ly  to  m a rry  E liz a  
C a m p b e ll. T h e  tw o had a sh o rt h o n e y m o o n , and S to n e b ro u g h t his 
b rid e b ack  to  a log  cab in  h e  had b u ilt. E liz a  b o re  him  fiv e  ch ild re n  
b e fo re  sh e died in 1 8 1 0 . In  1 8 1 1  S ton e m arried  h e r co u sin , C e lia  
W ilso n  B o w e n . C e lia  b o re  him  fo u rteen  m o re  ch ild ren  o v e r  th e  
y e a rs .

TH E CANE RID G E REVIVA L

In A u g u st th e C a n e  R id g e  re v iv a l m eetin g  b e g a n . It w as o n e  o f  
th e largest o f  the h un d red s o f  re v iv a ls  that m ad e up the "G re a t  R e 
v iv a l ."  E ig h te e n  P re sb y te ria n  m in iste rs , inclu d in g S to n e , o rg a n iz e d  
it.

H ere  is w h at S ton e w ro te  ab o u t th e  m eetin g :

The roads were literally crowded with wagons, carnages, 
horsemen and footmen moving to the solemn camp. The sight was 
affecting . . . there were between twenty and thirty thousand col
lected. Four or five preachers were frequently speaking at the same 
time in different parts of the encampment, without confusion. The 
Methodist and Baptist preachers aided in the work, and all appeared 
cordially united in it . . . We all engaged in singing the same songs 
of praise-all united in prayer—all preached the same things . . .

S ton e also  d e scrib e d , in a v e ry  o rd e rly  m a n n e r, the odd h ap p en 
ings at th e m e e tin g . H e d e scrib e d  se v e n  " e x e r c is e s " :  the "fa llin g  e x 
e rc is e "  (d e scrib e d  a b o v e ), th e " je r k s ,"  the " b a r k s ,"  the "d a n cin g  
e x e r c i s e ,"  th e  "lau g h in g  e x e r c i s e ,"  the "ru n n in g  e x e rc is e "  and the  
"sin g in g  e x e r c i s e ."  A ll w e re  th o u g h t to  be m an ifestation s o f  the H o ly  
S p irit . T o  m o d ern  re a d e rs  th ey  seem  m o re  like sy m p to m s o f  m ass  
h y ste ria , b ro u g h t on  by e x c ite m e n t, exh au stio n  and the e x p e c ta tio n  
th at they w ould  o c c u r .

T h ro u g h o u t the m eetin g  S to n e  p re a ch e d , e x h o rte d , sp o k e w ith  in
d iv id u als, helped p eop le in th e th ro es  o f  the seven  " e x e r c is e s ,"  
p ra y e d , jo in ed  in grou p  sin gin g  and fin ally  w o re  h im se lf to  e x h a u s 
tio n  and m ad e  h im se lf ill.

In later y e a rs  p eo p le  attack ed  S ton e fo r h is p articip atio n  in th ese  
e v e n ts , and S to n e ’s frien d s w e re  g re a tly  e m b a rra sse d . S to n e h im se lf, 
th o u g h , did n ot seem  e m b a rra s s e d . H e felt the odd happenings w e re  
e x c e s s iv e  and ev en  ca lled  th e m  fa n a tic . B u t he had seen  p e o p le ’ s 
lives ch a n g e , and h e cou n ted  th at fo r  g o o d .

198



R ESU LT S : SEPARATION W ITH SO M E

S e v e ra l th in gs h app en ed  as a re su lt o f  th e C a n e  R id g e  re v iv a l. 
F irs t , S to n e  fre e d  the s la v e s  he o w n e d .

S e c o n d , h e b egan  his jo u rn e y  a w a y  fro m  the P re sb y te ria n s . H is  
d isag reem en ts  w ith P re sb y te ria n  b e lie f  cou ld  no lo n g e r b e ig n o red . 
C alv in ist P re sb y te ria n s  rallied  arou n d  an an tirevival th e m e . T h e y  a t
tack ed  a g o o d  frien d  o f  S to n e , n am ed  R ich a rd  M c N e m a r. T h e y  
b rou gh t fo rm a l ch a rg e s  again st M c N e m a r to  the T ra n sy lv a n ia  S y n o d . 
So M c N e m a r , S to n e and sev eral o th e rs  d rew  up a p a p e r. T h ey  p ro 
tested  th e p ro ce e d in g s  and w ith d rew  fro m  the sy n o d . S oon th ey  
fo rm ed  a se p a ra te  p re sb y te ry , the S p rin gfield  P re s b y te ry .

T h e  S p rin g fie ld  P re sb y te ry  lasted  nine m o n th s. In that tim e its 
m em b ers  realized  th ey  had co m e  o n ly  h a lfw a y . E ith e r  th ey  w e re  
P re sb y te ria n  o r  th ey  w e re  n o t. T h e y  h ad  go n e to  the B ib le  in th eir  
d e cisio n  to  re je c t C a lv in ist d o c trin e s ; th ey  m ust g o  to th e B ib le  in 
th eir fu tu re  g u id a n ce . T h e  B ib le  said  n oth in g ab out p re sb y te rs ; th u s, 
it w as tim e  fo r  the S prin gfield  P re sb y te ry  to d ie . S o  the m em b ers  
d rew  up a w ill and d issolved  it.

T h e  " L a s t  W ill and T e sta m e n t o f  th e S prin gfield  P re sb y te ry "  is 
im p ortan t to p eo p le  in th e re sto ra tio n  m o v e m e n t. Its lan g u ag e w as  
c le a r  and d ire c t . It stated  cen tra l th em es still h o n o red  in the m o v e 
m en t. H e re  is p art o f  w h at it said :

W e will, that this body die, be dissolved and sink into union 
with the Body of Christ at large; for there is but one body, and one 
Spirit, even as we are called in one hope of our calling.

We will, that our power of making laws for the government of 
the church . . . .  forever cease; that the people may have free 
course to the Bible, and adopt the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus.

W e will, that each particular church, as a body . . . .  choose 
her own preacher . . . .

W e will, that the people henceforth take the Bible as the only 
sure guide to heaven.

W e will, that preachers and people cultivate a spirit of mutual 
forbearance; pray more and dispute less.

T h e  " L a s t  W ill and T e sta m e n t"  w as d raw n  up in 1 8 0 4 , five  y e a rs  
b e fo re  T h o m a s C a m p b e ll’ s "D e cla ra tio n  and A d d re s s ."
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T h e  g ro u p  to w h ich  S to n e b elon ged  took  the n am e Christian, fo r  
th e  B ib le  said  b e lie v e rs  w e re  called  C h ris tia n s . S to n e co n tin u ed  to  
sp eak  and p re a ch , often  d a ily . T h e  fire s  o f  th e "G re a t  R e v iv a l"  
d im m e d , its e x c e s s e s  w o re  d o w n , and S to n e  w as g lad  as an y o n e  to  
se e  the e x c e s s e s  g o . B u t he n e v e r lost h is p assion  fo r  re v iv a l m e e t
in g s . H e  k new  th ey  w e re  e ffe c tiv e  to o ls  fo r  w inning so u ls .

O f  th e s ix  w ho sign ed  the " L a s t  W ill and T e s ta m e n t,"  o n ly  S tone  
and a m an n am ed  D avid  P u rv ia n ce  p e rs e v e re d . S to n e ’ s ch u rch  m e m 
b e rs  stu ck  w ith h im , th o u g h , and soon  th e re  w e re  m o re  and m o re  
c h u rch e s  co m m itted  to  th e m o v e m e n t.

R E S U L T S : UN IO N  AM O N G  O T H E R S

T h e  third e ffe c t th e  C a n e  R id g e  rev iv al had on  S to n e  w as to  
stren g th en  his feelin g  o f  u n ity  w ith o th e r C h ris tia n s . D u rin g  th e  r e 
v iv a l h e had felt united w ith  B a p tis ts , M eth od ists  and P re sb y te ria n s . 
H e lon ged  fo r unity  a m o n g  all C h ris tia n s .

R ic e  H a g g a rd , w h o had su ggested  th e  n am e Christians fo r  th ose  
w h o ad hered  to  th e " L a s t  W ill and T e s ta m e n t,"  ca m e  fro m  th e E a s t . 
T h e re  h e  had w o rk ed  w ith a grou p  th at used  that n a m e . H e b ro u g h t  
S to n e  to g e th e r w ith this g ro u p , led b y  Ja m e s  O ’ K e lly . T h e se  g ro u p s  
held  jo in t m eetin gs y e a r  afte r y e a r  fo r  fellow sh ip  and e v a n g e lism . 
T h e y  u sed  th e te rm  "C h ris tia n  C o n n e ctio n "  to  d e scrib e  th e ir  re la tio n 
sh ip .

S to n e ’s p assion  fo r  unity  am on g C h ristia n s soon  m atch ed  his love  
fo r  lost s in n e rs . T h ro u g h  the tw o  a v e n u e s—sav in g  lost sou ls and unit
ing w ith o th e r b e lie v e rs , th e "C h ris tia n s"  ca m e  to  n u m b er about 
1 5 ,0 0 0  by 1 8 2 6 .

S T O N E  AND C A M P B E L L

B a rto n  S ton e and A le x a n d e r C am p b ell had m et in 1 8 2 4 , and each  
re sp e cte d  th e w o rk  o f  th e  o th e r . In 1 8 2 6  S to n e su g g ested  uniting the  
tw o  g ro u p s . B u t C am p b ell w as not e n th u siastic . In the first p la ce , 
th e  B ap tists w ith w h o m  C am p b ell w as still in fellow sh ip  w e re  again st 
su ch  a m e rg e r . A lso  C am p b ell had h eard  th at S tone w as a U nitarian , 
th at is , that he d enied  th e  full d eity  o f  C h ris t. S to n e ’ s v ie w s on this  
su b ject w e re , in fa c t , fu z z y  and d ifficu lt to  la b e l. B ut in en su in g  d is
cu ss io n s , S ton e and C am p b ell ag re e d  th at they b eliev ed  w h at the  
S crip tu re s  said ab out H is d eity  and w ould  h en cefo rth  sp eak  ab out the  
su b ject on ly  in S crip tu ral te rm s .

T h e re  w e re  o th e r p oin ts o f  co n flic t , th o u g h -w h a t  n a m e  to  u se , 
w h e th e r o r  not b ap tism  w as essen tial to  C h ristian  fe llo w sh ip , and 
w h at ro le  th e H o ly  S p irit p layed  in c o n v e rs io n .
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Stone kept pressing for union. He said that both groups believed in Je
sus as the Son of God, both were willing to obey Jesus’ commands, and this 
was enough for unity. Freedom of opinion should prevail in all other areas. 
Campbell, though, wanted these other issues ironed out before the union.

In 1831 Stone was still trying; Campbell was still reluctant. There was 
no hierarchy, no superstructure, in either group, and in that year others in 
Campbell's group (they called themselves Disciples) simply took the matter 
out of Campbell’s hands.

A group of ministers—some Disciple and some Christian, including 
Stone—planned joint meetings of their congregations, held in Georgetown, 
Kentucky, over the Christmas weekend in 1831, and in Lexington, Ken
tucky, over the New Y ear’s weekend of 1831-32.

At Lexington, a spokesman for the Disciples—John Smith—urged that the 
groups unite. He said,

God has but one people on the earth. He has given them but 
one Book, and therein exhorts and commands them to be one fam
ily. A union, such as we plead for—a union of God’s people on that 
one Book—must, then, be practicable . . . .

Then Barton Stone, as spokesman for the Christians, rose. In closing he
said,

I have not one objection to the ground laid down by him as the 
true scriptural basis of union among the people of God; and I am  
willing to give him, now and here, my hand.

The two men shook hands, the people in the audience all joined hands, 
and singing began. On Sunday the people celebrated the Lord’s Supper to
gether. Soon two churches at Georgetown became one church. In Lex
ington, complications arose, but were ironed out between the groups, and 
two churches there became one church also.

The united group sent out two messengers, one Disciple and the other a 
Christian, to spread the news of their union and encourage similar unity in 
other places.

Campbell acknowledged this surprising development in his journal and 
voiced guarded approval. Stone was later to say, "This union . . .  I view as 
the noblest act of my life." In 1841 Stone suffered a stroke that paralyzed 
him. In 1844 he insisted on attending an annual meeting in Missouri. On 
his way home, he stopped to see his daughter Amanda. At her house, on 
November 9 , 1844, he died.

Barton Warren Stone’s most important gift to the restoration movement 
was the union of its two largest groups. As evangelist, he helped to build 
one group. As peacemaker, he helped to bring the two together.

Reprinted, by permission of the author, from THE LOOKOUT. 
Copyright 1984, The Standard Publishing Company, Cincinnati, 
Ohio.
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THE MAN ALEXANDER CAM PBELL
E .  L .  Jo rg e n so n

I am  no C a m p b ellite  o r  an y o th e r so rt o f  " ite "  I tru s t‒ th ou gh  I 
h a v e  k n ow n  fo r so m e  tim e  th at p arty ism  ca n  e a sily  e x is t in th e m idst 
o f  th o se  w h o rep u d iate  it, and w h o w e a r no h u m an  n a m e . It is a 
m e m b e r o f  G o d ’ s o n e  and o n ly  C h u rch  th at I a m , and n eith er tim e  
n o r e n e rg y  h av e  I to  build up an yth in g less o r  e lse  than th a t.

B u t if I w e re  b ound to b e  an " ite "  o f  an y  k in d , p e rh a p s , I should  
ch o o se  to be a C a m p b e llite ‒ th at is , if  I co u ld  stand rig h t alo n g sid e  o f  
C a m p b e ll, b elievin g  and p ra c tic in g  as h e d id , not as so m e  o f  the s e c 
tio n s in the "R e s to ra tio n  m o v e m e n t"  n ow  b e lie v e  and p ra c tic e —by  
w h ich  I m ean  to im ply  th a t th e re  h as b een  d e g e n e ra tio n  and d eclin e  in 
th at m o v e m e n t, ev en  as "n o  re lig io u s re fo rm a tio n  m ain tain s its p u rity  
th ro u g h  a hundred y e a r s .”

B eg in n in g  w ith his Christian Baptist o f  1 8 2 3 , and ce a sin g  n o t un
til I had read  his last w o rd s fo r th e re lig io u s p re ss  in N o v e m b e r, 
1 8 6 5 , I h a v e  ca re fu lly  e x a m in e d  that g re a t m a n ’ s w ritin g s—a task  
w h ich , with m y o th e r d u ties , I h a v e  b een  th re e  o r  fo u r y e a rs  in c o m 
p letin g ; a task  h o w e v e r , w h ich  is no ta sk , but a p le a su re  and p riv i
le g e  to  any lo v er o f  h ig h , en ablin g  th ou gh t e x p re sse d  in c le a r , c le a n  
d ictio n .

T h ro u g h o u t this re a d in g , and esp e cia lly  in co n tra s t w ith so m e  
th in gs th at h av e  tran sp ired  th e  w h ile , I h a v e  b een  im p ressed  w ith  the  
e x c e lle n c y , the high stan d ard  and th e  tru e  C h ristian  sp irit o f  th is g re a t  
m an  o f  G o d . L a c k  o f  sp a c e  forb id s th e f re e  u se  o f  q uotation s fro m  
h im ; but the re a d e r m a y  b e assu red  th at I am  fu lly  p rep a re d  to  su b 
stan tia te  w ith such q u o ta tio n s, the fo llo w in g  sta te m e n ts :

1 . H e  w as o f  a fra te rn a l sp irit. S o  fa r  fro m  b elie v in g  th at G od  
had no ch ild ren  in d en o m in atio n al ism  h e re co g n iz e d  th at at the o u tset 
o f  h is w o rk  th ey  w e re  a ll th e re . "C h ris tia n s  o n ly , but n o t th e  on ly  
C h ris tia n s ,"  if  not e x p re sse d  in th ese  w o rd s , w as a truth  fre e ly  r e c o g 
n ized  b y h im  and his c o w o r k e r s . F o r  in sta n ce , A d o n ira m  Ju d s o n ’ s 
w ife , w h o m  h e ad d ressed  as " S is te r ,"  h e re g a rd e d  as a C h ristia n  lad y  
o f  g re a t e x c e lle n c e . [T h e  Ju d so n s w e re  B a p tist m iss io n a rie s .]

D ’ A u b ign e (the h isto ria n ) h e  c h a ra c te r iz e d  as "o n e  o f  th e m o st  
e m in en t C h ristian  m en  o f  E u r o p e ."

A  B ap tist p re a c h e r , T e a s d a le , o f  W a sh in g to n , h e  c h a ra c te r iz e d  as  
"a  b ro th e r o f  good  d e g re e  and g re a t b old n ess in th e fa ith ."
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In th ese  q u o tatio n s, I d o  n ot m ean  to  en d o rse  d en o m in atio n alism , 
fo r , like C a m p b e ll, I seek  to  ca ll G o d ’ s ch ild ren  o u t o f  it in to  a  sep a
ra te , in d epen d en t, u n se c ta ria n  stan d . B u t his gen u in e fra te rn a l spirit 
is re fre sh in g  alon gsid e o f  th e  n a rro w  se cta ria n ism  w h ich  str iv e s  to  
m ak e " T h e  B ro th e rh o o d " o f  " lo y a l"  d iscip le s , as w e u se  th e te rm  in a  
lim ited se n se , co e x te n siv e  w ith  th e  C h u rch  o f  G o d ; and esp e cia lly  in 
co n tra st w ith  the h id e-b oun d  p a rty ism  th at w ou ld  d isfellow sh ip  all 
ou tsid e o f  c e rta in  section s o f  th at m o v e m e n t.

2 .  T h is  b ro ad  fra te rn ity  and fellow sh ip  on  his p art g re w  o u t o f  a 
tru e  u n d erstan d in g  o f  w h at it is th at co n stitu tes the bond o f  union  
am o n g  b e lie v e rs . H e req u ired  no su b scrip tio n  to his v ie w s o r  in ter
p retatio n s in o rd e r to p e rfe c t fe llo w sh ip ; and th e ten d en cy  to  req u ire  
such co n fo rm ity , n ow  so p re v a le n t am o n g  "d isc ip le s"  h e  w ou ld  h av e  
sco u ted  in sh e e r co n te m p t. I q u ote:

" T h e  o n ly  bond o f  u nion  a m o n g  th em  (N e w  T e sta m e n t ch u rch e s )  
w as faith  in H im  and su b m ission  to  H is w ill. N o su b scrip tio n  to  ab 
s tra c t p ro p o sitio n s fram ed  b y  s y n o d s ."  "T h e  N ew  T e sta m e n t is o u r  
on ly  c re e d , and th e a v o w al o f  th e O n e F o u n d atio n  ou r o n ly  bond o f  
u n io n ."

T o  a "G e rm a n  B ap tist"  o r  "D u n k a rd " he w ro te : "D e a r  B ro th e r— 
fo r  su ch  I re c o g n iz e  y o u , n otw ith stan ding th e v a rie tie s  o f  op in ion  
w h ich  you  e x p re ss  on so m e  to p ic s , o n  w h ich  w e  m igh t n e v e r a g re e .  
B ut if  w e should  n o t, as n ot unity  o f  op in ion  but unity o f  faith  is the  
on ly  tru e  bond o f  C h ristian  u n io n , I w ill esteem  and lo v e  y o u , as I do  
e v e ry  m a n , o f  w h atev er n a m e , w h o b eliev es sin ce re ly  th at Je su s  
C h ris t is th e  M e ssia h , and h o p es in h is sa lv a tio n ."

H e saw  re a so n s  w h ich  fo rb a d e  "a n  effo rt o n  o u r p art to  m a k e  o u r  
o w n  d e c la ra tio n  o f  faith  a te rm  o f  co m m u n io n  to  o th e rs ."  H e  also  
saw  re a so n s fo r  "d istin gu ish in g  b e tw ix t m ak in g  a d e cla ra tio n  o f  o u r  
faith  fo r  th e  satisfactio n  o f  o th e rs , and binding th at d e cla ra tio n  on  
o th ers  as a te rm  o f  co m m u n io n ."

H e  w as a staunch  d e fe n d e r o f  th e  righ t o f  individual and in d e
pend en t e x a m in a tio n  o f  G o d ’ s w o rd . A s h e sa y s : " E v e ry  d iscip le  o f  
C h ris t w ill su ffer no m an to  ju d g e  fo r  h im  w h ile h e is ab le  to  re a d  the  
re v e la tio n  o f  G od  in his o w n  to n g u e —at le a st, su ch  ou gh t to  b e his d e 
te rm in a tio n ."  H e  w as eq u ally  firm  in th e a v o w al th at a m o n g  th ose  
w ho "h o ld  fast the H e a d " and th o se  w h o co n fe ss  the "o n e  fou n d a
tio n ,"  d iffe re n ce s  resu ltin g  thus fro m  in dependent study should  b e  no  
b a r to C h ristian  fellow sh ip : "I h a v e  no id ea  o f  su p p ressin g  an yth in g  
o f  co n se q u e n ce  b ecau se  th e  w rite r  and I m ay  d iffer in so m e  p o in ts . 
A nd w h ile  I ed it this w o rk  (th e  Christian Baptist) it shall b e  o p en  to  
e v e ry  d e ce n t p a sse n g e r o f  w h a te v e r c re e d , w h o  h olds the H e a d ."
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3 .  H e  w as fa r  c le a r e r  o n  the p la ce  o f  b ap tism , th e  p la ce  o f  w o rk s  
and th e truth ab o u t ju stifica tio n  b y  faith , than m a n y  o f  his m o d ern  
frie n d s , as the fo llo w in g  p a ra g ra p h s  fro m  the M illennial H arbinger 
w ill sh o w :

"W ith  M a rtin  L u th e r , I re g a rd  ‘ju stifica tio n  b y  fa ith , the te s t o f  a 
stan d in g o r  a fallin g  c h u r c h ’ —p erh ap s it should h a v e  b een  o f  ‘ a  stan d 
ing o r  a fallen  c h u r c h .’ G ra c e  and faith  a re  not in co m p atib le  in any  
S crip tu ra l v ie w  o f  e ith e r . B ut g ra c e  and w o rk s a re  ev id en tly  in co m 
p a tib le . G race and baptism  into Christ a re  n ot in co m p a tib le , fo r  bap 
tism is not a  w ork o f  the subject, but o f  th e  a d m in istra to r . T h e  
su b ject is as passive  in b aptism  as h e  is, o r  w ill be in h is literal burial 
in th e e a rth , so  fa r as h is ow n  w o rk  is co n te m p la te d . T h e re  ca n  be no  
m e rits  in an y  w o rk  n ot p e rfo rm e d  by the su b je ct h im se lf. H e n ce , 
b ap tism  is but th e  p erso n al and fo rm al co n fe ssio n  o f  th e faith  o f  the  
su b je c t. It is , th e re fo re , n e v e r re g a rd e d  n o r d en o m in ated  as a g o o d  
w o rk  o f  the su b je ct. All good  w orks have our fe llo w  men as their ob 

je c ts  and not ourselves. They are the radiations o f  philanthropy. 
H e n c e , in its in stitu tion , C h ristian  im m ersio n  is o n ly  a d ev elo p m en t  
o f  the g ra c e  o f  G o d . It is H is so le m n , silent a ssu ra n ce  to  th e p ro p e r  
su b je ct, o f  th e p ard o n  o f  his sins and a c c e p ta n c e  w ith G o d , through 
the sacrifice o f  Christ, w h o se  b lood  clean ses fro m  all s in ."

4 .  It is in se a so n  a lso  to  p oin t o u t C a m p b e ll’ s g re a t in terest in 
p ro p h e c y , an in terest w h ich  the fo llo w in g  q uotation s in d icate :

"N o w  is th e  tim e fo r  th e  stu d en ts o f  p ro p h e cy  to  keep th eir v ig ils , 
to  trim  th eir lam p s and w a tc h !"  "T h e  su b ject o f  th e M illen n iu m  is 
o n e  o f  g ro w in g  im p o rta n ce  and o f  stirrin g  in terest to  th e  C h ristian  
c o m m u n ity ."  "T h e  co m p a ss  and g ran d eu r o f  th at su blim e su b ject 
(m illen n iu m ) d em an d  a co n ce n tra tio n  o f  m ind , p a ra m o u n t to  any  
o th e r to p ic  n ow  in o u r h o riz o n . W e  a re  g lad  to  se e  a co n tin u ally  in
c re a s in g  in terest in that th e m e ."  "T h e  su b ject is an n u ally  g ro w in g  in 
im p o rta n ce , and w e feel co n stra in ed  to co n trib u te  o u r lab o rs to th at 
s u b je c t ."  " T h e  co m in g  ev en ts o f  A p o ca ly p tic  v is io n  a re  p ressin g  
u p on  o u r a tte n tio n ."  "W h a te v e r  is tau gh t in the O ra c le s  o f  G od r e 
sp e ctin g  th e  p re se n t o r  fu tu re  con d ition  o f  the C h ristia n  p ro fe ssio n , 
d em an d s o u r m o st g ra v e  and serio u s c o n s id e ra tio n ."

L a r g e  p o rtio n s o f  his p ap er w e re  d evoted  to  the d iscu ssio n  o f  p ro 
p h etic  th e m e s , both  by h im se lf and b y co n trib u to rs . T h e  M illen nium  
h e d ealt w ith at len g th , and his p a p e r w as n am ed  th e "H a rb in g e r"  o f  
th at glad  e ra .

[ E .  L .  Jo rg e n s o n  w as a s so c ia te  ed ito r o f  the W & W  w hen he  
w ro te  this in 1 9 1 7 .]
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Restoration o r  R e fo rm a tio n ?  . . .
WHAT KIND OF MOVEMENT WAS IT?

L e ro y  G a rre tt

T h o se  w h o read  the w ritin g s o f  all th ree  o f  the ch u rch e s  em an at
ing fro m  th e S to n e -C a m p b e ll h e rita g e , as I d o , will n o tice  th at w e a re  
using th e  te rm  "R e sto ra tio n  M o v e m e n t"  less and the S to n e-C am p b ell  
M o v em en t m o re . I d o n ’ t know  h ow  m u ch  th e w id e -c ircu la tio n  o f  m y  
h istory  b ook  th at b o re  th at title  has to  do w ith it, m a y b e  n o n e , but I 
am p leased  th at w e a re  u sing "R e s to ra tio n "  le ss . I h a v e  arg u ed  both  
in this jo u rn a l and in m y h istory  te x t th at o u r p io n eers w e re  re fo rm e rs  
m o re th an  re s to re rs , and w h at th ey  lau n ch ed  w as a u nity  m o v e m e n t  
m o re than  a re sto ra tio n  m o v e m e n t.

T h e re  h as been  co n sid e ra b le  co n tro v e rsy  o v e r  th e th esis I set 
forth  in m y  h isto ry  b o o k  that re sto ra tio n ism  is by its n atu re  d iv isiv e , 
and is la rg e ly  resp o n sib le  fo r o u r p ro cliv ity  to d iv id e, o v e r  and o v e r  
ag ain .

In this e ssa y  I am  m ak in g fu rth er o b serv atio n s o n  th e su b ject that 
m ay se rv e  to  a n sw er m y c r i tic s  and at the sam e tim e p ut th e re sto ra -  
tio n /re fo rm a tio n  m o tifs  in c le a re r  p e rsp e c tiv e .

I w ill seek  first to g iv e  a c le a re r  d efinition  o f  re s to ra tio n ism , 
so m etim es ca lled  p rim itiv ism , and p ra c tice d  by su ch  se cts  as P ly 
m outh B re th re n  and th e M o rm o n s as w ell as som e o f  o u r o w n  p e o p le . 
It u sually  has th ese b eliefs : (1 )  th e tru e  ch u rch  ap o sta tized  and
ceased  to  e x is t ; (2 )  the m an y  d en om in ation s that e m e rg e d  a re  false  
ch u rch e s th at in no w ay  re p resen t th e tru e  ch u rch ; (3 )  th e  N ew  T e s 
tam en t p ro v id e s  an e x a c t  p a tte rn , a  kind o f  b lue p rin t, fo r  th e  m akeup  
o f  th e  c h u rc h ; (4 )  the tru e  ch u rch  h as been  resto red  in its p ristin e  p u 
rity , and w e a re  that ch u rch  "in n a m e , o rg a n iz a tio n , w o rsh ip  and  
p ra c tic e "  o r  so m e  su ch  attend in g c la im .

I w as tau gh t this in C h u rch  o f  C h ris t-re la te d  co lle g e  b y  w a y  o f  an 
illu stratio n . Should th e  g a m e  o f  b aseb all b e co m e  e x tin c t fo r  ce n tu 
rie s , so m e  fu tu re g e n e ra tio n  cou ld  " re s to re "  the g a m e  b y fo llow in g  
the plan outlined  in the old  b o o k , "T h e  G am e o f  B a s e b a ll ."  turned  up  
by th e sp ad e o f  an a rc h a e o lo g is t . T h e  ru les o f  th e g a m e , the sh ap e  o f  
the fie ld , th e p osition  o f  th e p lay ers  a re  all p re scrib e d , so  the g a m e  
w ould b e re p ro d u ce d  p re c ise ly  as it w as p layed  ce n tu rie s  e a rlie r . So  
it is w ith th e  ch u rch , I w as ta u g h t. E v e n  th ou gh  th e  tru e  N ew  T e s ta 
m en t ch u rch  ceased  to  e x is t , it too  ca n  b e "re s to re d "  by fo llow in g  
"th e  ru le  b o o k ,"  the N ew  T e sta m e n t, th at c le a rly  identified  th e  tru e  
C h u rch  o f  C h rist in d eta il.
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It w as so m e th in g  o f  a sh o ck  w h en  I w as fo rce d  to  re c o g n iz e  that 
th e N ew  T e sta m e n t is n ot th e kind o f  b o o k  that m y te a c h e rs  had led  
m e to  b e lie v e . T h e r e  is far too  m u ch  d iv ersity  in the N ew  T e sta m e n t  
to  m ak e it into a ru le  b o o k  o r  an e x a c t  p a tte rn . I f  it w e re  all as s im 
p le  as a b aseb all m a n u a l, w ith all the d etails sp elled  o u t, th e re  w ould  
b e no d isa g re e m e n ts  su ch  as w e h av e  in th e  ch u rch  to d a y . S in ce  the  
N ew  T e sta m e n t is n o t all th at sim p le and len d s itse lf to  v a ry in g  in ter
p re ta tio n s, it is u n d erstan d ab le  that w e  do n o t se e  ev e ry th in g  a lik e .

B u t restoration ism  d em an ds co n fo rm ity , w ith  each  re sto ra tio n ist  
a rro g a tin g  to  h im se lf  the ro le  o f  an infallible in te rp re te r . R e s to ra tio n 
ism  thus h as a h e rm e n e u tics  [ i .e . ,  sy stem s o f  in terp reta tio n ] all its 
o w n , m ak in g  the N ew  T e sta m e n t a c o lle c tio n  o f  d o cu m e n ts  th ey  w e re  
n e v e r in tended to  b e . It c la im s w hat th e N ew  T e sta m e n t n e v e r cla im s  
fo r  itself: th at w e  a re  to  do tod ay  p re c ise ly  as the p rim itiv e  ch u rch  
d id . It m igh t b e  b e tte r arg u ed  that w e a re  to  d o  fo r  o u r tim e  w h at the  
ea rlie st C h ristian s did fo r  th e irs , d raw in g  u pon  living  p rin cip le s  found  
in the N ew  T e sta m e n t th at a re  m ore descrip tive than p rescrip tiv e.

It is n e c e s s a ry  to m ak e so m e  ch an g es as th e  ch u rch  p ro g re sse s  
th rou gh  the c e n tu rie s . C o m m o n  sen se and e x p e rie n c e  a lik e  sh o w  us 
that th ere  is no w a y  to  b e a first ce n tu ry  ch u rch  in th e  tw en tie th  c e n 
tu ry . A nd y et th e b a sics  o f  th e C h ristian  faith  n e v e r c h a n g e , tra n 
scen d in g  all tim e  and all cu ltu re s . B u t m eth od s and se co n d a ry  
d o ctrin e  w ill ch a n g e  in o rd e r to  m eet th e ch a lle n g e  o f  o u r  kind o f  
w o rld . B u t re s to ra tio n ism  allow s fo r no su ch  d iv e rs ity . E a c h  
re sto ra tio n ist p a rty  h as its o w n  list o f  "issu e s"  th at ca n n o t c h a n g e , and 
th ese  a re  th e  re a so n  fo r  its e x is te n ce  as a se p a ra te  "lo y a l c h u r c h ."

R e sto ra tio n is t h e rm e n e u tics  thus assu m e s w h at ca n n o t b e p ro v e n : 
th at the p attern  fo r  " th e  tru e  ch u rch "  is sp elled  out w ith  su ch  cla rity  
th at th ere  is little  p la ce  fo r  d iv e rsity , so  th at a  p lea  fo r u nity  w hen  
co u p led  w ith  re s to ra tio n  is h ard ly  m o re  th an  a d em an d  fo r  c o n fo rm 
ity . In th at it p ro m o te s  th e "lo y a l ch u rch "  fa lla cy  re s to ra tio n ism  fo s
te rs  m o re  and m o re  d iv isio n s, w ith each  fa ctio n  c o n v in ce d  th at it is 
th e  on ly  tru e  ch u rch  and th e  on ly  faithful C h ris tia n s . T h is  is b e ca u s e  
ea ch  fa ctio n  h as a d iffe re n t in terp retation  o n  w h at th e N ew  T e sta m e n t  
p attern  d e s c rib e s .

The reform ation  tradition , h o w e v e r, h olds th at th e  ch u rch  has  
alw ay s b een  in need  o f  re fo rm , in clu d in g the N ew  T e sta m e n t  
ch u rch e s . T h e  ch u rch  upon  earth  n e v e r h as and n e v e r w ill b e  p e r
fe c t , so  ren ew al is an  o n g o in g  p ro c e s s . B u t th at im p e rfe ct ch u rch  as 
th e  B o d y  o f  C h ris t h as a lw a y s e x is te d . Ju st a s  a  s ick  p e rso n  is still a 
p e rso n , so th e  c h u rc h , h o w e v e r ill it m a y  b e c o m e , is still th e  C h u rch  
o f  C h ris t u p on  e a rth . T h e  g a te s  o f  H ad es w ill n e v e r p re v a il ag ain st  
it, ju s t as Je su s  p ro m ise d . R e fo rm e rs  a re  h esitan t to  ju d g e  a " c o r 
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rupt" ch u rch  as no lo n g e r C h ris t’ s ch u rc h , ju st as P au l sp ok e o f  the  
C orin th ian s as th e B o d y  o f  C h rist in spite o f  th eir im p e rfe ctio n s . T h e  
re fo rm e r thus ca lls  fo r  rep e n ta n ce  and ren e w a l, n ot fo r  a "re sto re d  
ch u rch " to  d isp lace  th e  e rrin g  o n e .

W h ile  re s to ra tio n ism  h as b een  th e dom in an t m o tif  in th e re ce n t  
h istory  o f  the C h u rch e s  o f  C h ris t/C h ris tia n  C h u rch e s , it w as th e re f 
o rm atio n  m o tif  th at d o m in ated  o u r e a rlie r  h is to ry . T h e  S to n e -C a m p -  
bell M o v e m e n t, as o u r  h e rita g e  m a y  p ro p erly  be d e scrib e d , w as an  
effo rt to  unite C h ristia n s by an appeal to  ce rta in  ren ew al and re fo rm a 
to ry  p rin cip les and id eals . It w as th e re fo re  a unity m o v e m e n t ra th e r  
than a "R e s to ra tio n  M o v e m e n t,"  a te rm  o f  m o re  re ce n t v in ta g e , fo r  it 
w as not ca lled  this in its e a rly  h is to ry .

T h ese  co n clu sio n s  a re  su p p orted  b y  th ese  co n sid eratio n s:

1. T h e re  a re  at le a st fiv e  fou n ding d ocu m en ts o f  the S to n e-  
C am p b ell M o v e m e n t, all o f  w h ich  a re  unity d o cu m e n ts  in that th ey  
call fo r  th e unity o f  all C h ristian s in o n e  w ay  o r  a n o th e r. O n ly on e o f  
the d o cu m e n ts , th e D eclaration  and Address by T h o m a s C a m p b e ll, 
m ak es an y re fe re n ce  to  re s to ra tio n . B ut C am p bell w as not a re s to ra -  
tionist as a b o v e  d efin ed  o r  h e cou ld  h a v e  n ev er w ritten  in that d o cu 
m ent w h at is n ow  th e  m o st fam ou s q uotation  in o u r h is to ry , "T h e  
C h u rch  o f  C h ris t upon  e arth  is essen tia lly , in ten tionally  and co n stitu 
tionally  o n e ."  H e w ro te  th at in 1 8 0 9  b efo re  he lau n ch ed  his m o v e 
m ent and b e fo re  h e had  his first co n g re g a tio n . So h e had  no illusion  
about "re s to rin g  th e tru e  ch u rch "  that no lo n g e r e x is te d . "T h e  
C h u rch  o f  C h rist upon  e a rth "  w as his testim on ial that th e  ch u rch  th en  
existed  and a lw a y s had  sin ce  P e n te co s t. In  that sa m e  d o cu m en t  
C am p b ell re fe rs  to the "v a rie ty  o f  opinion  and p ra c tic e , w ith out any  
b re a ch  o f  C h ristian  u n ity " o f  the ap o sto lic  churches co n clu d in g  that the  
sa m e  unity  in d iv e rsity  ca n  ob tain  to d a y .

2 .  B a rto n  W . S to n e , th e  fou n d er o f  th e m o v e m e n t, if  only on e  
p erso n  is n a m e d , re fe rre d  to his "a rd e n t d esire  fo r th e  re sto ra tio n  and  
g lo ry  o f  the an cien t re lig io n  o f  C h r is t - t h e  relig io n  o f  lo v e , p e a ce , 
and union  o n  e a r th ,"  (C hris. M ess., 1 8 2 6 , p . 2 ) ,  a co n ce p tio n  o f  re sto 
ration  that is u n iv ersally  a c c e p te d . I h av e  found no in stan ces in 
w h ich  S ton e uses th e te rm  in re fe re n ce  to  re sto rin g  th e ch u rch  itself, 
as if it did not e x is t . H e  ra th er re fe rre d  to  his and C a m p b e ll’ s e ffo rts  
as "th is re fo rm a tio n ."  H e w as c le a rly  a re fo rm e r , as h e w as at last 
d escrib ed  on  his to m b sto n e  at C a n e  R id g e . H e saw  h im se lf as co n 
tinuing in th e  g re a t trad itio n  o f  M artin  L u th e r. U n ity  w as his co n 
stant th e m e , his m o tto  b e in g , " L e t  C h ristian  unity be o u r p o la r s ta r ."  
O ne w ould  su p p o se , ju d g in g  by so m e  in terp reters  o f  th e  m o v em en t, 
th at S ton e had sa id , " L e t  resto ra tio n ism  b e o u r p o la r s ta r ."
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3 .  A le x a n d e r C a m p b e ll, th e m o st illu striou s fig u re  o f  the M o v e 
m e n t, id en tified  p a rt o f  h is m ission  as "th e  re sto ra tio n  o f  the an cien t  
o r d e r ,"  by w h ich  h e p a rticu la rly  re fe rre d  to  re s to rin g  th e  o rd in an ces  
o f  b ap tism  and th e L o r d ’ S u p p er to the m o d e rn  ch u rc h . S in ce  h e r e c 
o g n ized  th at th e  ch u rch  h as alw ays e x is te d , e v e n  th ou gh  im p e rfe c t, he 
sou gh t to  re s to re  the a n cien t o rd e r to th e c h u rc h , not th e  ch u rch  itself. 
L ik e  his fa th e r and like S to n e , h e  b eliev ed  in th e  in d estru ctib ility  o f  
th e c h u rc h . T h is  is w h y  h e b elieved  th e re  w e re  C h ristian s in o th er  
c h u rc h e s , w h ich  he re fe rre d  to  as "o th e r  d e n o m in a tio n s ,"  in d icating  
his re lu c ta n ce  to se e  his o w n  p eop le as " th e  o n ly  tru e  c h u rc h "  and all 
o th ers  as fa ls e . C am p b ell so m etim es u sed  re sto ra tio n  and re fo rm a 
tion  as sy n o n y m s, but h e  re fe rre d  to  his m issio n  as "th e  N ew  R e fo r 
m atio n " and o ften  w ro te  o n  "P r in c ip le s  o f  R e f o r m ."  W h e n  his you ng  
co lle a g u e s , R o b e rt R ich a rd so n  and C . L .  L o o s , w ro te  th eir a cco u n ts  
o f  th e M o v e m e n t they d escrib e d  it as " T h e  R e fo rm a tio n  o f  the N in e
teen th  C e n tu r y ."

4 .  W a lte r  S c o tt , an o th e r o f  th e fou n d in g  fa th e rs , m igh t ap p e a r on  
th e  su rfa ce  to  b e a re sto ra tio n ist in the p rim itiv ism  se n se , fo r  he often  
re fe rre d  to  " th e  R e s to ra tio n "  and to  " th e  R e sto ra tio n  o f  th e  A n cien t  
G o s p e l."  B u t h e  w as re fe rrin g  to  his o w n  " f iv e  fin g er e x e rc is e "  in 
w h ich  h e  p re a ch e d  b aptism  fo r th e re m issio n  o f  sins and b aptized  one  
W illia m  A m en d  in 1 8 2 7 , th e first in h isto ry  s in ce  ap o sto lic  tim es to  
b e so  b ap tized , S c o tt  su p p o sed . E v e n  A le x a n d e r  C am p b ell su pp orted  
this v iew  fo r  a tim e , re fe rrin g  to  the g o sp e l b ein g  re sto re d  in 1 8 2 7 ,  
though h e la te r b ack ed  a w a y  fro m  su ch  a d a rin g  c la im . A nd even  
S co tt in The Evangelist ( 1 8 3 3  p . 16 ) m od ified  th e  cla im  by exp lain in g  
th at it w as "th e  p ra ctica l exh ib ition  and ap p lica tio n  o f  th e G o sp el"  
th at w as re s to re d , not th e g o sp el itse lf, w h ich  he gran ted  had alw ays  
b een  p ro cla im e d  by the c h u rc h .

W h e n  S co tt re fe rre d  to  th e  M o v e m e n t in g e n e ra l h e , like the o th 
e rs , ca lled  it th e re fo rm a tio n , as in that sa m e  v o lu m e  (p . 5 9 )  h e refers  
to  A le x a n d e r C am p b ell as "th e  lead er in th e  p re se n t fam o u s R e fo rm a 
tio n ."  A nd w h en  he re fe rre d  to  his ow n  im p o rtan t co n trib u tio n  o f  
cla rify in g  th e  p la ce  o f  b a p tism , he used  re s to ra tio n  as th e  C am p b ells  
did : "T h e  ch u rch  o f  G od on  that d a y , had re sto re d  to it p u b licly  and 
p ra c tica lly  and a m an n er o f  h and lin g  it" (Christian Evangelist 1 8 3 3 ,  
p . 1 6 2 ) .  A g a in  on e will n o tice  the c ru c ia l d istin ctio n  b etw een  re s to r
ing to th e ch u rch  th at is a lre a d y  a re a lity  so m eth in g  that is lack in g  and 
th e  n otion  o f  re s to rin g  th e  ch u rch  itse lf as if  it did not e x is t .

5 .  E v e n  m o re  im p ressiv e  is that th e  g re a t  ran k  and file , including  
th e  w o rk e rs  ou t am o n g  th e ch u rch e s , co n siste n tly  re fe rre d  to  the  
M o v e m e n t as "th is  R e fo rm a tio n "  o r  "th e  cu rre n t R e fo rm a tio n "  in 
th eir re p o rts  to  the v a rio u s  jo u rn a ls . I h a v e  n oted  sc o re s  and sco re s  
o f  th e se . O n e w ou ld  b e h ard  put to find a sin gle  re p o rt th at re fe rs  to
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"th e  R e sto ra tio n  M o v e m e n t"  w h ich  is so  co m m o n  am o n g  us to d a y . 
T h is te rm , w h ich  w as not used b y o u r p io n e e rs , m u st h av e  c o m e  out 
o f  the em p h asis g iv e n  to  re s to ra tio n ism  in the e m e rg e n c e  o f  n o n -in 
stru m en t C h u rch e s  o f  C h ris t and th e B ib le  co lle g e  m o v e m e n t o f  inde
p endent C h ristian  C h u rch e s .

B e in g  re a lis tic , I h a v e  to co n c e d e  th at w e a re  p ro b ab ly  stu ck  w ith  
th e te rm  "R e sto ra tio n  M o v e m e n t."  S o , w e should u p g rad e  the d efin i
tion o f  "R e s to ra tio n "  to m ean  re n e w a l, re fo rm , e t c . ,  a s  so m e a re  n ow  
d oin g and as I d o  in the n am e o f  this jo u rn a l. W e  m u st, h o w e v e r, 
also  co n ce d e  that in the la rg e r  C h ristian  w orld  su ch  a te rm  as " R e s to 
ration  M o v e m e n t"  w ill h av e  little m ean in g . C am p b ell cou ld  m e a n 
in gfu lly  call fo r  a  "N e w  R e fo rm a tio n "  in his d a y , but w ith  
"R e s to ra tio n  M o v e m e n t"  w e a re  talking on ly  to  o u rs e lv e s . W h a te v e r  
term s w e u se  in re fe rrin g  to  o u r h e rita g e  w e m u st lo o k  fo r  fresh  w a y s  
to appeal to  the v a lu e s  w e  b elie v e  to  b e inherent in C h ristian  o rig in s .

T h e  u psh ot o f  all this is th at resto ra tio n ism  as a m ind set m u st g o , 
not o n ly  b e ca u se  o f  its ab use o f  th e N ew  T e sta m e n t w ith its fau lty  
h e rm e n e u tics , but also  b e ca u se  it is inherently  d iv is iv e , sp aw n in g as it 
d oes se cts  and s u b -s e c ts , not on ly  am o n g  us but in the ch u rch  at 
la rg e . It is im p e ra tiv e  th at w e  re ca p tu re  the tru e  intent o f  o u r h e ri
ta g e  as a unity m o v e m e n t. R e sto ra tio n ism  and unity  a re  an tip od al. 
W e  c a n ’t b e re sto ra tio n is ts  and u n itists, but w e ca n  b e  re fo rm e rs  and  
u nitists, w hich  is w h at o u r h e rita g e  is all ab ou t.

- F r o m  R estoration Review

ESSENTIAL ATTRIBUTES OF OUR 
PROPOSED REFORMATION

A le x a n d e r  C am p bell

In 1 8 3 6  A le x a n d e r C am p b ell listed seven  "p rin cip le  a rtic le s  o f  
re fo rm a tio n  fo r w h ich  w e  c o n te n d ."  T h a t is , th ese  w e re  his ideals 
and m a jo r g o a ls  fo r  C h ristian s and ch u rch e s . H e  published  th em  in a 
le tter to A n d rew  B ro a d d u s , a p ro m in en t B ap tist c r i tic  o f  h is . I f  you  
w e re  asked  to  su m m a riz e  y o u r  v ision  and h opes fo r  re fo rm a tio n  o r  
ren ew al o f  G o d ’ s p e o p le , w h at w ou ld  y o u  sa y ?  H e re  is w h at C a m p 
bell said :

1. A  m o re  in tim ate , g en eral and sp ecia l a cq u a in ta n ce  w ith th e  h oly  
o ra c le s  o f  both  T e s ta m e n ts .

2 .  T h e  w eek ly  m eetin g  o f  all C h ristian  ch u rch e s o n  th e L o r d ’ s d ay  in  
h o n o r o f  th e re su rre c tio n  o f  th e L o rd , to  keep  all th e  o rd in an ces  
instituted in th e  p rim itiv e , i .e . ,  e a rly , ch u rch  by th e au th ority  o f
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Je s u s  C h ris t—am o n g st w hich  th e  L o r d ’ s su p p er is th e m ost 
ca rd in a l and essen tial p a rt.

3 .  A  m o re  s tr ic t and scrip tu ral d iscip lin e  in the c h u rc h , a  g re a te r  
v ig ila n c e  o n  th e  p a rt o f  o v e rse e rs  and a g re a te r  atten tion  to g o o d  
o rd e r  and g o o d  b e h a v io r  a m o n g st all its m e m b e rs .

4 .  A  m o re  C h ristia n  m o rality  in k eeping c o v e n a n ts , fulfilling  
p ro m is e s , in d oin g ju stly  to all m e n , in lo v in g  m e r c y , in visitin g  
and re lie v in g  the p o o r , th e afflicted  and in b ein g a lw a y s  read y  fo r  
e v e ry  g o o d  w o rd  and w o rk .

5 .  M o re  g ra v ity , te m p e ra n ce  and m o d e ra tio n , e v e n  in the use o f  
th in g s law fu l; m o re  se lf-d en ial, and s tr ic t se lf -g o v e rn m e n t on  the  
p a rt o f  all w ho p ro fe ss  to  fo llo w  th e N e w  T e sta m e n t.

6 .  M o re  p iety  and d e v o tio n -m o r e  p ra y e r  and p r a is e - m o r e  p riv ate  
m ed ita tio n  and co m m u n io n  w ith G o d , th an  a p p ear to  ob tain  
am o n g st th e  g re a t m a ss  o f  th ose ca lle d  C h ris tia n s .

7 .  M o re  e n te rp rise , c o n c e rt and co o p e ra tio n  am o n g st all C h ristian s  
and all C h ristian  ch u rch e s  in co n v e rtin g  th e w o rld .

A "CAM PBELLITE PECULIARITY"
O R  S IM P L Y  T H E  N EW  T E S T A M E N T  P O S IT IO N ?

T o m  M o b le y

W h ile  a stu d en t at S o u th er B ap tist T h e o lo g ica l S e m in a ry , I stu d 
ied u n d er a B ritish  B a p tis t, D r . G e o rg e  B e a s le y -M u rra y . T h e  co u rse  
w as en titled "N e w  T e sta m e n t T e a ch in g  o n  B a p tis m ."  A fte r  several  
cla ss  se ssio n s , I w as a m a z e d , and v e ry  p le a se d , w ith  his stand on  
b ap tism  as to  both  m o d e  and p u rp o se . A fte r  m u sterin g  en ough  c o u r 
ag e  o n e  d ay  a fte r  c la s s , I ap p ro ach ed  h im  and asked  if he w e re  fa m il
iar w ith  th e  w ritin g s o f  A le x a n d e r C a m p b e ll. B e a s le y -M u rra y  rep lied  
that h e had n e v e r re a d  an y o f  th e m . H e w en t o n  to  exp lain  w h y . It 
seem s th at w h en  h e w a s  o n  a sp eak in g to u r o f  this co u n try  in th e  
1 9 6 0 ’ s se v e ra l had  a ccu se d  him  o f  b ein g a "C a m p b e llite ."  H e had  
th en  d ecid ed  not to  re a d  any o f  C a m p b e ll’s  w o rk s , so his denial that 
h e cou ld  n ot b e su ch  a fo llo w e r w hen h e did not know  w h at the m an  
had said  w ould c a rr y  m o re  w eig h t. H is p osition  w as his p o sitio n . 
T h en  B e a s le y -M u rra y  ad d ed , "M a y b e  it’ s tim e n ow  that I should read  
so m e  o f  C a m p b e ll’ s w o r k s ."  I do n ot k now  if  h e e v e r  did o r  n ot.

[Additional note by AVW : The above incident assumes greater impact 
when we realize that Dr. Beasley-Murray is an internationally known New 
Testament scholar, teacher and writer. He has authored significant commen
taries on the Gospel of John, Mark 13, the book of Revelation, Ezekiel and 
others. And his book, Baptism in the New Testament, is acclaimed as one of 
the most important works on this subject in our generation.]
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ROOM FO R THE SPIRIT
C . L e o n a rd  A llen

In m id -n in eteen th  ce n tu ry  A m e ric a , re lig io u s d ebates w e re  a 
p op u lar fo rm  o f  en te rta in m e n t. A s on e o b s e rv e r  rem ark ed  in 1 8 5 1 ,  
"T h e o lo g ica l ch am p io n s m eet w ith burnished sw o rd s  and cu t and hew  
e a ch  o th e r to  th e w o n d ro u s g ra tifica tio n  o f  th eir re sp e ctiv e  p artisan s, 
w ho g a th e r in h un d red s to  th ese  sce n e s o f  re lig io u s c o m b a t."  L e a d e rs  
o f  the re sto ra tio n  m o v e m e n t in this p eriod  e x c e lle d  at d ebatin g  and  
c o n tro v e rs y . M an y  sh ared  A le x a n d e r C a m p b e ll’ s ju d g m e n t that "a  
w e e k ’s d eb atin g  is w orth  a y e a r ’ s p re a ch in g ."  T h e  d eb atin g  em p h asis  
p ro d u ced  a h a rd , so m e tim e s b o m b astic  sty le  o f  p re a ch in g  and te a c h 
in g . It b ro u g h t su cce ss  in th e ro u g h -an d -tu m b le  w orld  o f  d en o m in a
tional co m p e titio n , but it a lso  sp aw n ed  b ittern ess and fra g m e n ta tio n .

In th e m idst o f  this p eriod  o f  co n tro v e rsy  o n e  m an  sounded a d if
fe re n t n o te . H is n am e w as R o b e rt R ich a rd so n  ( 1 8 0 6 - 1 8 7 6 ) .  B y  
tra in in g , R ich a rd so n  w as a m ed ical d o c to r , but h e  sp ent m u ch  o f  his 
life te a ch in g  and w o rk in g  as an a d m in istra to r at B e th a n y  C o lle g e . H e  
w as an in tim ate  frien d  o f  A le x a n d e r C a m p b e ll, se rv in g  as his fam ily  
p h y sician  fo r  o v e r  th irty  y e a rs  and as o ff ice  m a n a g e r and a sso cia te  
ed itor o f  C a m p b e ll’s M illennial H arbinger fo r  n e a rly  th irty  y e a rs .

W h e n  C am p b ell died in M a rch  o f  1 8 6 6 , D r . R ich a rd so n  w as the  
o n e  ch o se n  to  d e liv e r th e fu n eral se rm o n . H e  w as also  the one  
C a m p b e ll’ s fa m ily  asked  to  w rite  his b io g ra p h y . A fte r  th re e  intense  
y e a rs  o f  re se a rch  and w ritin g , D r . R ich a rd so n  co m p le te d  th e  m a ssiv e , 
tw o -v o lu m e  M em oirs o f  A lexander Cam pbell in 1 8 6 9 , a  w o rk  th at re 
m ains to d a y  th e  m a jo r b io g rap h y  o f  C a m p b e ll.

In a tim e  o f  c o n tro v e rs y  and harsh d e b a tin g , R ich a rd so n  w as  
unique in s tre ssin g  th e tilings o f  the spirit and the d evotion al life . 
T h e  d eb atin g  m in d set, he b elieved  p ro d u ced  a d ead ly  spiritual v a c 
u u m . T h e  e ffe c t o f  d o ctrin a l co n tro v e rsy  w as to  "d is tra c t th e m ind , 
d e stro y  lo v e , g e n e ra te  d islik e , je a lo u sy , re v e n g e  [an d ] fo ste r  th e p as
sion s o f  th e ca rn a l n a tu re ."  T o o  m any p e o p le , h e  w ro te , " a re  read y  
to a rg u e , d e b a te , d iscu ss , at all tim e s, . . . and w ill spend h o u rs  in the  
e a rn est d e fe n se  o f  th eir fa v o rite  th e o rie s"  but w ill n o t spend fiv e  m in 
u tes m ed itatin g  "u p on  the c h a ra c te r , the say in g s and p e rfe ctio n s  o f  
C h ris t, o r  u pon  th eir o w n  in w ard  spiritual s ta te ."

D r . R ich a rd so n  b elieved  th at this w as p re c ise ly  the ce n tra l p ro b 
lem  w ith  m u ch  o f  th e P ro te sta n t w o rld . E a c h  P ro te sta n t s e c t  had d e
velo p ed  its d istin ctiv e  d o ctrin e s  and th e o rie s , en ca se d  th em  in cre e d s  
and co n fe ss io n s , th en  te n a cio u sly  d efended th em  a g ain st all c o m e rs .
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In th at w a y  P ro te sta n tism  had b e c o m e  o n e  "g ra n d  d o ctrin al c o n tro 
v e r s y ."

A  g ra v e  e r r o r  re su lte d , R ich a rd so n  b e lie v e d . P ro fe sse d  C h ristian s  
b e g a n  to  m ista k e  co m p le te ly  th e  n atu re  and fo cu s  o f  th e C h ristian  
fa ith . T h e y  b eg an  to  v ie w  it "a s  a b e lie f  in d o c tr in e s ; as co n sistin g  
in c o r r e c t  in tellectu al v iew s . . .;  as h av in g  re sp e c t to  the m ind  
ra th e r th an  to  th e  h e a r t ."  M o re  and m o re  p eo p le  c a m e  to  reg a rd  "a  
c o r r e c t  v ie w  o f  d o ctrin e  as so m eth in g  essen tial to  sa lv a tio n , and as 
h av in g  in itself, if  not a savin g  e f f ic a c y , a t least a  m e rito rio u s  o rth o 
d o x y , w h ich  w ill g o  v e ry  far to w ard  se cu rin g  a c c e p ta n c e  w ith  G o d ."

R ich a rd so n  saw  the sa m e  te n d e n cy  in the re sto ra tio n  m o v e m e n t. 
B y  th e e a rly  1 8 4 0 s  h e b elieved  th at a  "h e a rtle ss  and su p erficia l f o r 
m a lism " w a s  o v e rta k in g  the m o v e m e n t, and this co n v ictio n  g re w  
th ro u g h o u t th e 1 8 4 0 s  and 5 0 s .

M a n y  p e o p le  in the m o v e m e n t d enied  any sig n ifican t p resen t d ay  
ro le  to  th e  H o ly  S p irit, and th e re b y  fo ste re d  a d o ctrin al fo rm a lism . 
In re a c tin g  ag ain st the ab u ses o f  the d o c trin e  o f  th e  S p irit in p o p u lar  
th e o lo g y , m a n y  le a d e rs , h e b e lie v e d , had b e co m e  "so  e x tre m e ly  c a u 
tio u s u p on  th e  su b ject th at, so  fa r fro m  cu ltiv atin g  re lig io u s fe e lin g , 
th ey  se e m  ra th e r to re p re ss  it ."

T w o  e x tre m e  p osition s a ttra cte d  m an y  p e o p le , h e  th o u g h t. O n e  
h e ca lled  th e  "S p irit a lo n e " th e o ry , the o th e r the "W o rd  alo n e" th e
o r y .  O n th e  o n e  h an d , the a d v o ca te  o f  the "S p irit a lo n e " v ie w  " im a g 
in es h im se lf to  h a v e  realized  th e  p re se n ce  o f  th e S p irit in so m e  
em o tio n al e x c ite m e n t, so m e  b rillian t v is io n , o r  so m e  au dible re v e la 
t io n ."  O n th e  o th er h an d , the a d v o c a te  o f  th e "W o rd  a lo n e " v iew  
"a m u se s  h im se lf  w ith the notion  th at h e h as re so lv e d  all th e  m y ste rie s  
o f  th e  H o ly  S p irit, w h en  he has p ersu ad ed  h im se lf that th is S p irit is 
m e re ly  a v isib le  and tan g ib le  N ew  T e s ta m e n t."

B o th  e x tre m e s , he sa id , p e rv e rt s c r ip tu re ’s p lain  te a ch in g  ab o u t 
th e  w o rk  o f  th e  S p irit. B u t if fo rc e d  to  ch o o se  b etw een  the tw o  
v ie w s , h e  sa id , h e w ou ld  ce rta in ly  ch o o se  the "S p irit a lo n e " p o sitio n , 
fo r  su ch  v ie w s "a t  le a st lead th e m ind to  seek  a fte r  fellow sh ip  w ith  
G o d ; and em b o d y  th e  id ea . . . th at th e re  is a real co m m u n io n  to  b e  
en jo y ed  w ith  the sp iritu al w o r ld ."  H o w  m an y p ro fe sse d  re fo rm e rs  
th e re  a r e , h e  e x c la im e d , " to  w h o m  th e  gosp el h as c o m e  ‘ in w o rd  
o n l y ,’ and w h o  seem  u nab le to  m a k e  th e ir  w a y  o u t o f  the c o c o o n  o f  
fo rm a lism , w h ich  en w rap s th em  and th e ir  re lig io n  in p erp etu al im m a 
tu r ity !"
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T h ro u g h o u t his m an y  w ritin gs R ich a rd so n  ca lled  his fellow  b e
lievers to  a re lig io n  o f  th e  S p irit, to  a faith  em p o w ered  b y the p e r
sonal in d w ellin g  o f  the H o ly  S p irit. W ith  C h ristian  faith  b eset by  
w o rld lin ess, c o m p ro m is e , fo rm a lism  and b itter co n tro v e rs ie s , h o w , 
R ich ard so n  a sk e d , w ill a  v ital C h ristia n  faith  b e re sto re d  to the  
w o rld ? H e a n sw e re d : "b y  retu rn in g  to  th e p rim itiv e  faith and lo v e ; 
by d oin g the first w o rk s , and by m an ifesta tio n  in th e  life  o f  th ose  
fruits o f  th e  S p irit w h ich  a lo n e  re v e a l th e  tru th  o f  re lig io n , and d em 
o n strate  to  th e  w o rld  th e  d iv in e m ission  o f  J e s u s ."

B u t in o rd e r  to  sh ow  fo rth  the fru it o f  the S p irit, R ich ard so n  
quickly a d d e d , "th e  p re se n ce  o f  the S pirit H im se lf  is n e c e s s a ry ."  In
d eed , in th e p re se n t d ay  the p re se n ce  o f  th e  H o ly  S p irit in a fuller  
m easu re  is the " tru e  w an t o f  th e C h u rc h ."  P eo p le  m u st " c e a s e  fo r
e v er fro m  th o se  d isco rd s  and d issen sion s w h ich  . . . h a v e  la rg e ly  ban
ished the H o ly  S p irit fro m  the h e a rts"  o f  p ro fe ssin g  C h ris tia n s .

T h e  H o ly  S p irit, R ich a rd so n  sa id , is " G o d ’ s m issio n a ry " to hu
m an h e a rts . T h e  S p irit , h e o ften  a ff irm e d , is "im p a rte d  to  th e  b e
lie v e r , re a lly  and tru ly , tak in g  up H is ab o d e  in his p e rso n , as a 
distinct g u e s t, o r  in h ab itan t."  T h e  S p irit is "G o d  en th ron ed  in m a n ’s 
m oral n a tu re , re n e w in g  and san ctify in g  th e  a ffe ctio n s , and tra n sfo rm 
ing h u m an ity  into th e D iv in e  im a g e ."  T h e  S pirit d oes this th rou gh  
"th e g ra c e s  it im p arts  and th rou gh  th e ‘ in g rafted  W o r d ’ w h ich  it has 
in trodu ced  into th e  h e a r t ."

W ith o u t the S p irit , R ich a rd so n  th o u g h t, faith  loses its tru e  c h a ra c 
te r , b e co m in g  m o re  th e  ad option  o f  a d o ctrin a l sy ste m  than o f  a sp iri
tual life . In d eed , w ith out the Spirit m u ch  th at p asses fo r  o rth o d o x y  is 
v a in . T h e  s e c re t  o f  th e e a rly  c h u rc h ’s p o w e r w as nothing less than  
th is: "th e  in d w ellin g  o f  the S pirit o f  G o d , g iv in g  u n ity , im partin g  en 
e rg y , ev o lv in g  th e  g lo rio u s  fruits o f  C h ris tia n ity , and p resen tin g  to  
the w o rld , in e v e ry  d isc ip le , an  illu stration  o f  th e life o f  C h r is t ."

[R ep rin ted  b y  p e rm issio n  o f  the p u b lish er fro m  Distant V oices: 
D iscovering a  Forgotten Past fo r  a  Changing Church (A b ilen e  C h ris
tian U n iv e rsity  P re s s , 1 9 9 3 )]
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FELLOW SHIP AND OUR HERITAGE
A le x  V .  W ilso n

D o  you  h a v e  an y unw anted  b ro th e rs  o r  s iste rs  in C h ris t?  L a s t  
m o n th  w e saw  w h at th e B ib le  te a ch e s  ab out u n ity  and fellow sh ip  
a m o n g  b e lie v e rs . W e  re fe rre d  to o v e r  ten  p a ssa g e s . T h at study w as  
b a s ic , fo r  o u r au th ority  in an y  m a tte r is the W o rd  o f  G o d , n o t the  
o p in ion s o f  uninspired  m en .

Y e t  w e can  learn  a lot to o  fro m  m a tu re  C h ristian s o f  la ter ag es  
w h o  w e re  d iligen t students o f  S c r ip tu re . A nd on  th e  top ic o f  C h r is 
tian  fellow sh ip  th eir insights a re  e sp e c ia lly  v a lu a b le . F o r  in th e  d ay s  
w h en  th e  N ew  T e sta m e n t w as b ein g  w ritte n , th e re  w e re  no fu ll- 
fled ged  d en o m in atio n s such  as e x is t to d a y . S o  th e ap ostles did not 
f a c e  a situation  e x a c tly  like o u r o w n , and g iv e  sp e cific  in stru ction s  
ab o u t it. T h u s as w e  fa c e  th e C h riste n d o m  o f  to d a y  and w o n d e r h ow  
to  re a c t , w e m u st seek  to  extract princip les from  Scripture to  g u id e  
u s . T h is  is not a lw a y s e a sy , and w e  ca n  p ro fit fro m  th e  tea ch in g s and  
p ra c tic e s  o f  b e lie v e rs  w ho p re ce d e d  u s .

B ro th e r  B o ll put it su p erb ly  w h en  h e  w ro te :

The consideration that this or that great man taught thus and so, 
or even that "the brotherhood" believes thus and so—weighs abso
lutely nothing so far as the determining of the faith of the humblest 
Christian is concerned. The simple Christian knows absolutely no 
Rabbi save the Lord Jesus Christ alone. (Matt. 2 3 :8 -1 0 .)

By this is not meant that Christians are to show no deference 
and consideration to the able and worthy teachers among them. Far 
from it. There are men whose ability and long faithfulness com 
mand our fullest respect; whose positions on matters of faith de
serve to be weighed and examined with more than common care and 
thought. — The Church I Found and How I Found It
W ith  this as o u r attitu d e, le t’ s e x a m in e  th e  v iew s o f  v a rio u s  m en  

w h o  w e re  p ro m in en t in the so -ca lle d  R e sto ra tio n  M o v e m e n t d u rin g  
th e  1 8 0 0 s .

STONE AND TH E C A M PBELLS

Barton Stone: In 183 1  S to n e w ro te  th ese  co m m e n ts  ab out d iffe r
e n ce s  b etw een  the ch u rch e s a sso cia te d  w ith h im  and th ose a sso cia te d  
w ith  A le x a n d e r C a m p b e ll: "We h a v e  fellow sh ip  and co m m u n io n  w ith  
u n im m ersed  p e rso n s . They con ten d  th at, a cco rd in g  to  th e N ew  T e s ta 
m e n t, n one but th e  im m ersed  h a v e  th e ir  sins re m itte d , and th e re fo re  
th e y  ca n n o t co m m u n e  w ith th e u n im m e rse d . O n this poin t w e ca n n o t  
a g re e  w ith  th e m ; and the re a so n  is th at this sen tim en t w ill e x c lu d e  
m illion s o f  the fa ire st ch a ra c te rs  [ i .e .  b e lie v e rs  o f  ou tstan d in g  h o li
n ess and lo v e  fo r  G o d —A V W ], fo r  m an y  ce n tu ries  b a c k , fro m  h eav en
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. . . W e  b e lie v e  and ack n o w led g e  th a t b ap tism  is ord ain ed  by the  
K in g as a m ean s fo r  th e rem issio n  o f  sins to penitent b e lie v e rs , but 
w e ca n n o t say  that im m ersio n  is the sine qua non, [o r  ab solu te  essen - 
t i a l - A V W ] w ith ou t m aintain in g th e aw ful co n se q u e n ce s  m en tioned  
ab o v e and w ith ou t co n tra d ictin g  o u r e x p e rie n c e ."

Thom as C am pbell w ro te , " B y  o u r  C h ristian  b reth ren  w e m ean , 
‘All that love our L ord  Jesu s Christ in sincerity, throughout the 
ch u rch es.’” So w h en  h e sp ok e o f  " th e  b ro th e rh o o d ,"  that w as his 
m e a n in g ‒ all m e m b e rs  e v e ry w h e re  o f  G o d ’ s fa m ily , o r  o f  th e " in v is
ible ch u rch "  as it is so m etim es c a lle d . T h is is o b v io u s th rou gh ou t all 
o f  C a m p b e ll’ s g re a t d o cu m e n t, "D e c la ra tio n  and A d d re s s ,"  in w h ich  
he ap p ealed  to  Christians in all s e c ta ria n  b od ies to g iv e  up th eir b ick 
erin g s and d iv ision s and unite by fo llo w in g  C h ris t a lo n e .

A lexander Campbell . H e re fe rre d  to  th eir m o v e m e n t as "a  p ro 
je c t  fo r  unitin g th e s e c ts , o r  rath er th e  Christians in all th e se c ts , upon  
a c le a r  and scrip tu ra l bond o f  u n io n ."  A g a in  h e said , "I lab or to  see  
se cta ria n ism  ab o lish ed , and a ll Christians o f  every nam e united upon  
the o n e  fo u n d atio n  on  w h ich  the a p o sto lic  ch u rch  w as fo u n d e d ."

H is v ie w  o f  "W h o  is m y  b ro th e r? "  w as b ro ad  in d eed . N o tice  
so m e  m o re  q u otation s fro m  his w ritin g s . "I am  g re a tly  indebted to  all 
the R e fo r m e rs , fro m  M artin  L u th e r d o w n  to Joh n  W e s le y . I could  
not e n u m e ra te  the in d ivid u als, living and d e a d , w ho h av e  assisted  in 
fo rm in g  m y  m in d ."  A g a in , "Jo h n  B u n y an  (a  B ap tist) and Joh n  N e w 
ton (a n  E p isco p a lia n ) w e re  v e ry  d iffe re n t p e rso n s, and had v e ry  d if
feren t v ie w s o f  b ap tism  and o f  so m e  o th e r th in g s; yet th ey  w ere  both  
d isp osed  to  o b e y , and to  th e exten t o f  th eir k n ow led ge did ob ey  the  
L o rd  in e v e ry  th in g ."  A n d  again :

I was some fourteen years ago a great admirer of the works of 
John Newton. I read them with great delight, and I still love the 
author and admire many of his sentiments. He was not a staunch 
Episcopalian, though he died in that church. In an explanation to a 
friend for his departure from the tenets of that sect in some in
stances, he said, ‘whenever he found a pretty feather in any bird, he 
endeavored to attach it to his own plumage, and although he had be
come a very speckled bird, so much so that no one of any species 
would altogether own him as belonging to them, he flattered himself 
that he was the prettiest bird among them.’ From that day to the 
present I have been looking for pretty feathers, and I have become 
more speckled than Newton . . . .

A n o th e r tim e h e w ro te , "T h e re  a re  m an y  co n se cra te d  . . . C h ris 
tian  P re s b y te ria n s . A n d  althou gh  o u r  S a v io r h as no P resb y terian  
ch u rch  in h eav en  o r  o n  e arth , yet I d ou b t n ot but th at h e  has had  
m a n y , v e ry  m an y  th at lo v e  and h o n o red  h im  in that w o rld ly  ch u rch , 
w h om  he w ill h o n o r in th e w orld  to  c o m e ."
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B u t C a m p b e ll’ s a ctio n s m a tch e d  his w o rd s . M an y  folks to d ay  
w h o  co n sid e r th em selves  his sp iritu al h eirs  w ou ld  be sh ock ed  to  know  
th e  fo llo w in g , as told  b y  H o m e r H a ile y ’ s b o o k  Attitudes and Conse
quences: "A lth o u g h  not (y e t)  a d v o ca tin g  a m issio n ary  so c ie ty  a m o n g  
th e  D iscip le s , C am p b ell did n ot h esita te  to  co m m en d  the w o rk  o f  the  
B a p tis t M issio n a ry  S o c ie ty , in sertin g  in his p ap er th eir ‘ R e p o rt on  
F o re ig n  M is s io n s .’ N o t o n ly  did h e co m m e n d  th e w o rk  th e y  w e re  
d o in g , but also  h e e n co u ra g e d  co n g re g a tio n s  to  m ak e co n trib u tio n s to  
it. In his co m m e n d a tio n  o f  th e  s o c ie ty , he sa id :

(W e should) appreciate the labor and zeal which it has required 
on the part of our Baptist friends to get under way their society, and 
realize the obligations under which all true Christians are placed to 
lend them a helping hand . . . .  When the work is good, and well 
and scripturally done, we will not stop to dispute about (who does 
the work), unless indeed we forget the glory of God and aim only to 
build up sectarianism. (1845)

In the sa m e  y e a r , so m e  o f  th e  D iscip le s  started  a B ib le  s o c ie ty  in 
C in cin n a ti. C am p b ell w ro te  an  o b je c tio n , "n o t on  th e g ro u n d  o f  
S crip tu re , but o n  th e  b asis o f  ‘p ra c tic a b ili ty .’ H e  reaso n ed  th at s in ce  
th e  B ap tists had a B ib le  S o c ie ty  d o in g  th e  sa m e  w o rk , in w h ich  all the  
d iscip les  co u ld  c o o p e ra te , th e re  w a s  no need  fo r  an o th e r, in asm u ch  as 
th e  B ap tists  w e re  d oin g no m o re  th ro u g h  th eir so cie ty  than issu in g the  
S crip tu re s"  (H a ile y ).

T o  b e su re , C am p b ell o fte n  sp ok e o u t a g ain st th e d o ctrin e s  o f  
B a p tists  o r  o th ers  w h ich  h e  co n sid e re d  e rro n e o u s , and p ra c tice s  
w h ich  seem ed  unspiritual to  h im . E s p e c ia lly  h e  d en ou n ced  m an y  o f  
th eir p re a ch e rs  w ho co n sid e re d  th e m se lv e s  m in i-p op es and tried  to  
d o m in ate  th eir m e m b e rs . H e  ca lle d  u p on  th em  to fo rsa k e  s e c ta r ia n 
ism  and c re e d is m . A t the sa m e  tim e , it is c le a r  that h e  n ot o n ly  b e 
lie v e d  that th e re  w e re  fin e C h ris tia n s  to  b e found am on g th e v a rio u s  
d e n o m in a tio n s, but also  u rg e d  h is fo llo w e rs  to co o p e ra te  w ith  such  
C h ristian s in activ ities  like su p p o rtin g  m issio n a rie s  and p ub lish in g B i
b le s .

LA TER LEADERS

T h e  p re a ch e r and e d ito r Benjam in Franklin : "T h e re  a re  in d ivid u 
als a m o n g  th e se cts  w ho a re  n ot se c ta r ia n s , o r  w h o a re  m o re  th an  s e c -  
ta r ia n s‒ th ey  a re  Christians', o r  p e rso n s  w h o h a v e  b elieved  th e g o sp e l, 
su bm itted  to  it, and in spite o f  th e le a d e rs , b een  con stituted  C h ristian s  
a c c o rd in g  to  th e  S c rip tu re s ."  A g a in  h e w ro te , "T h a t th e re  a re  C h r is 
tian s am o n g  the se cts  . . .  w e  ad m itted  m a n y  y e a rs  a g o , and w e  b e 
lie v e  the sa m e  n o w . T h a t th e se  h a v e  a rig h t to  co m m u n e  (in  the  
L o r d ’ s su p p er) w e p re su m e  is n o t d ou b ted  b y  an y b ro th e r ."  In o th e r  
w o rd s , F ra n k lin  to o k  it fo r  g ra n te d  th at in  1 8 6 2 ,  w hen he w ro te , all 
th e  R e sto ra tio n  ch u rch e s re c o g n iz e d  p en iten t b eliev ers  fro m  th e d e 
n o m in atio n s a b o rn -a g a in  b re th re n  o r  s is te rs  in th e  L o rd .
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M oses L ard : "A g a in s t th e individual m em b ers o f  these p arties
(d en o m in atio n s) w e  ca n n o t h a v e  ev en  o n e  unkind fe e lin g . M an y  o f  
them  w e  re g a rd  as tru e  C h ris tia n s , and lo v e  th em  s in c e re ly ."

D avid L ipscom b : "T h e re  a re  so m e  in se cta ria n  ch u rch e s w ho w ill 
ob ey G od  and fo llo w  h im  in spite o f  th e  ch u rch e s  in w h ich  th ey  find  
th e m se lv e s . A s e x a m p le s , th ere  a re  p e rso n s  in th e B a p tist, M eth od ist 
and P re sb y te ria n  ch u rch e s  w ho a re  b ap tized  to ob ey  G od ra th er than  
to p le a se  the s e c ts . In  this they rise  a b o v e  th e s e c ta ria n  sp irit, d esp ite  
the p a rtie s  in w h ich  th ey  find th e m se lv e s . T h e y  o u g h t to g et ou t o f  
the s e c ta ria n  c h u rc h e s , but they se e  so  m u ch  se cta ria n ism  in th e n on 
se cta ria n  ch u rch e s  th at th ey  think th ey  a re  all a lik e ."

D aniel Som m er: "W h a t shall w e  sa y  o f  th o se  p re a ch e rs  w h o d e 
n o u n ce all p erso n s w h o happen to  hold  m em b ersh ip  in a se cta ria n  d e 
n om in ation  w ith a se n te n ce  o f  sw eep in g  im p e a ch m e n t, as though th ey  
w e re  all u n d er the in flu en ce  o f  se c tism ?  W e  should say that th ey  a re  
p rob ab ly  m o re  s e c ta ria n  th an  so m e  w h o m  th e y  d e n o u n ce . T h e ir m a n 
ner sh o w s th at th ey  a re  u n scrip tu rally  e x c lu s iv e , and this is on e o f  the  
elem en ts o f  s e c ta r ia n is m ."

Isaac E rrett: "C o rru p tio n s  h av e  c re p t into th e  ch u rch  b e ca u se  o f  
P o p e ry  and h a v e  sca tte re d  the p eop le  o f  G od  into v a rio u s  s e c ts . O u r  
plea is fo r a reu n ion  o f  th e p eop le o f  G o d . W h ile  o u r plea d oes not 
re c o g n iz e  th e se  se cts  as o f  d ivin e o rig in , y e t it re co g n iz e s  a p eop le  o f  
G od a m o n g  th e m ."

B ro th e r  E .  L .  Jo rg e n so n  g a v e  o th e r e x a m p le s  in his Word and  
Work ed ito ria l o f  O cto b e r 1 9 6 1 :

All the great men of the nineteenth century unity movement un
derstood there were some born-again ones in many of the American 
religious groups. It was the general understanding at least to the 
turn of the century when I was a boy. McGarvey, Larimore, the 
Srygleys, Kurfees, et al knew it, but hoped and labored to show 
many ’the way of God more accurately.’ The nonsectarian concept 
of the church grew measurably dimmer with the spread of the ’re- 
baptism’ theory—the view that a candidate for valid baptism must 
know (besides all other antecedents) that he is being baptized for re
mission of sins. This strange twist . . . tended directly to make a 
sect of the church.

It seem s to m e th at th e  b eliefs and p ra c tic e s  o f  th ese  n in eteen th - 
ce n tu ry  lead ers p ro v id e  us w ith m u ch  fo o d  fo r  th o u g h t.

[Sources of the quotations, some of which have been slightly amended 
for clarity: The Search fo r  the Ancient Order, Vol. I, by Earl West. Atti
tudes mid Consequences, by Homer Hailey. Carl Ketcherside in Mission 
Messenger, Jan. 1960.1
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QUESTIONS ASKED OF US
C a rl  K itz m ille r

P lease explain to m e about Christian offerings.

T h is  req u e st co m e s  fro m  o n e  w ho is a n ew  C h ris tia n . T h e  indi
v id u a l’ s b ack g ro u n d  is su ch  th at th ere  is p ro b a b ly  n ot th e  b a sic  u n d er
stan d in g w h ich  w ould b e held  by so m e  in b e co m in g  C h ris tia n s . 
B e c a u s e  o f  B ib le  tea ch in g  re ce iv e d  o r  o n e ’ s a sso c ia tio n s , so m e  w ho  
b e c o m e  C h ristian s a lre a d y  u n d erstan d , ev en  if  so m e w h a t im p e rfe c tly , 
m a n y  C h ris tia n  tru th s. O th ers  m ay  not h a v e  this a d v a n ta g e . W e  will 
try  to  g iv e , th e re fo re , a  so rt o f  b asic  su m m a ry  o f  N ew  T e sta m e n t  
te a ch in g  co n ce rn in g  C h ris tia n  g iv in g .

E v e r y  o rg a n iz a tio n , a sso c ia tio n , e t c . ,  h as to  h a v e  fin a n ce s  to  
c a r r y  o n  its w o rk . T h e  e x te n t o f  that w ill depend on  se v e ra l fa c to rs ‒  
a im s , p e rso n n e l, n e ce ssa ry  eq u ip m en t, e tc .  T h is is a ch ie v e d  in se v 
e ra l w a y s . S o m e a re  u n d erw ritten  by a w ealth y  p e rso n  o r  a 
ch a rita b le  fo u n d atio n . O th e rs  m ay  depend o n  m an y sm all g ifts  fro m  
in terested  in d ivid u als. S o m e  m ay  h av e a su b scrip tio n  o r  fe e  sy s te m , 
and th e  m e m b e rs  a re  asse sse d  certa in  su m s. S o m e m ay  o p e ra te  a 
b usin ess and use the p ro fits  to  fin a n ce  the a c tiv ity . S o m e  m a y  ch a rg e  
fo r  s e rv ic e s  re n d e re d . O r th e re  m igh t b e  a co m b in atio n  o f  th ese  
m eth o d s u se d . H u m an  o rg a n iz a tio n s  m a y  u se any m ethod  that is le 
g al and th at h as been  a g re e d  upon by the m e m b e rsh ip . S o m e  m e th 
o d s m a y  b e w ise r than o th e rs , o r  m a y  b e m o re  ad apted  to  the n eed s, 
o r  b e m o re  likely  to s u c c e e d . T h e re  is no d iv in ely  g iv e n  b lu ep rin t fo r  
th e se  to fo llo w , h o w e v e r .

T h e  ch u rch  o f  the L o rd  d o es not h a v e  th e fre e d o m  o f  h u m an  o r 
g a n iz a tio n s . It is d ire cte d  b y  C h ris t, th e H e a d . It m u st n ot o n ly  b e  
bound b y w h at is legal and e th ica l , but a lso  b y  th e p rin cip les  and e x 
am p les o f  th e  N ew  T e s ta m e n t. It is tru e  th at re lig io u s b od ies in the  
n a m e  o f  C h ris t h av e ad op ted  m o st, if  not a ll, o f  the a b o v e  m e th o d s, 
and p o ssib ly  o th e rs , to ra ise  fin a n ce s , but n o t all o f  th ese  fit th e N ew  
T e sta m e n t p a tte rn . S o m e  o f  th em  a re  q u estio n ab le . S o m e , w h ile  not 
w ro n g  in and o f  th e m se lv e s , d o  not p ro v id e  th e C h ristia n  the o p p o rtu 
nity  to  g ro w  and to  s e rv e . S o m e  put the ch u rch  in the p osition  o f  b e
ing a b e g g a r . T h e  N ew  T e sta m e n t g iv e s  us en ou gh  te a ch in g  o n  the  
m a tte r o f  g iv in g  th at w e  ca n  h a v e  a fin an cial sy stem  fo r  the ch u rch  
th at is to ta lly  in h a rm o n y  w ith  sc rip tu re .

T h e  earth  is th e  L o r d ’s . T h e  ca ttle  o n  th e  th ou san d s o f  h ills are  
H is . G od  h as no la ck  as to  m ateria l th in g s . T h e re  is a sen se  in w h ich  
w e h u m an  b ein gs ca n  g iv e  H im  n oth in g . It is a lread y  H is . A nd H e
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could  h a v e  w o rk e d  o u t a sy stem  w h e re b y  th e ch u rch  w as fin an ced  b y  
gifts d ire c tly  fro m  h e a v e n . In stead  H e  h as ch o se n  to fin an ce  the  
ch u rch  b y  g ifts  m ad e  by C h ris tia n s , th e m em b ers  o f  the ch u rch : In  
m u ch  th at G od  d o es in th e w o rld  H e  uses h um an  in strum ents, and it 
is so  in th e m a tte r o f  ch u rch  fin a n ce s . T h e  ab un d an ce o f  supply is 
not so m u ch  co n tro lle d  by w h at H e  h as as by th e  faithfulness and lib
era lity  o f  H is p e o p le .

F o r  the sak e o f  d raw in g  so m e  d istin ctio n s, le t us review  th e m a t
ter o f  g iv in g  in the Old T e s ta m e n t. T h is rep resen ts  a sy stem  no  
lo n g e r binding on  G o d ’ s p eop le seein g  w e live u n d er th e new  c o v e 
nant o r  N ew  T e sta m e n t, but th e re  a re  p rin cip les to  b e found in the  
O ld T e sta m e n t w h ich  a re  still v a lid . U n d e r th e law  G od req u ired  o f  
the ch ild ren  o f  Israel tithes and  o ffe rin g s . T h e  tithe is sim ply a ten th . 
T h is w as u sed  la rg e ly  to p ro v id e  th e  o ffe rin g s m ad e b e fo re  G od and  
to su p p o rt th e trib e  o f  L e v i . T h e  tr ib e  o f  L e v i  w as th e o n e  fro m  
w h ich  the p riests  ca m e  and w h ich  w as in ch a rg e  o f  the tem ple and the  
re lig io u s a c tiv ity . D u rin g  th e  tim e  o f  th eir se rv ic e  the p riests lived  
fro m  th e g o o d s p rovid ed  by th e w o rsh ip p e rs . S in ce  th ere  w as the  
killing o f  m an y  anim al s a c rif ic e s  (C h ris t had  n o t yet died and r e 
m o v e d  this n e ce ssa ry  act o f  w o rsh ip ), m u ch  o f  th e g iv in g  u n d er the  
law  w as p ro v id in g  an im als fo r  s a c r if ic e . B u t in addition  to th e tith e , 
G od called  fo r v o lu n ta ry  o ffe rin g s a cco rd in g  to  the ability o f  th e p e o 
ple to  g iv e . In e ffe c t , the re lig io u s life  o f  the p eo p le  o f  Israel w a s  fi
n an ced  by tithes and o fferin g s b ro u g h t b y  th e p e o p le . T h e  tithe w as a  
so rt o f  re lig io u s ta x , req u ired  w h eth er th ey  g a v e  it w illin gly  o r  n o t. 
O ffe rin g s w e re  m ad e ab ove w h at w as req u ired  and b elon g m o re  in  
the c a te g o ry  o f  free-w ill o ffe rin g s , o fferin g s m ad e  by ch o ice  o f  the  
w o rsh ip p e r.

N o w  Israel w as not a lw ays faithful in g iv in g  the tith e and o ff e r 
in g s. It w ou ld  b e o v e rsim p lifica tio n  to  say  th at G o d ’ s on ly  c o n c e rn  
in b e sto w in g  o r  w ithholding H is b lessin g  o n  th e n ation  had to do w ith  
th eir g iv in g . T h is w as on e a re a  o r  ac tiv ity  o f  th e ir  lives ab out w h ich  
H e w as c o n c e rn e d . A t tim es H e  b ro u g h t ch asten in g  o n  them  fo r  th eir  
u n faith fu ln ess in g iv in g -s o m e tim e s  a d ro u g h t, red u cin g  th eir cro p s  
and th e ir  in co m e s , o r  in sects to  d e stro y  the c ro p s , e tc . G en erally  H is  
m eth od  w as th is—if th ey  w ith h eld , th en  H e w ould  w ithhold th ose  
th in gs a ffe ctin g  th eir gain ; if  th ey  w e re  faith fu l, H e blessed  th em  
w ith  g o o d  c ro p s , e tc . In the lon g ru n  th ey  gain ed  m o re  w h en  th ey  
w e re  faithful in g iv in g  than th ey  g a v e  in tithes and o ffe rin g s . T h is  
se e m s to  b e a p rin cip le  th rou gh  th e  a g e s  o f  G o d ’ s d ealin gs w ith m a n -  
m an  d o e s n ot o u tg iv e  G o d , and it d o es not rea lly  co s t h im  to g iv e  as 
G od  re q u ire s . O f  co u rse  G od is n ot g o in g  to  b e  m a d e  a tool b y  m an , 
and w e m u st avoid  th e m isco n ce p tio n  th at this is a  m ech an ical ru le  o r  
th at G od is n ot in terested  in an y  o th e r fa c e t o f  o u r life . G re a t finan
c ia l gain  is not a lw ay s a m ark  o f  G o d ’ s a p p ro v a l. G o d ’ s ju d gm en ts
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do n ot a lw ay s c o m e  im m e d ia te ly . E v e n  so , th ere  is a  co m p a riso n  b e
tw een  o u r so w in g  and re a p in g . A  lib eral h e a rt b e fo re  G od  o ften  re 
ce iv e s  lib erally  fro m  G o d .

W h e n  w e co m e  to  th e  N ew  T e sta m e n t and th e e a rly  c h u rc h , th ere  
is no lo n g e r any need  to  b rin g  the sa c rif ic e s  as o f  o ld . C h ris t w as the  
o n c e -fo r -a ll  s a c rif ic e  fo r  s in . E v e n  s o , th ere  con tin u ed  to  b e  g ivin g  
on  th e p a rt o f  G o d ’ s se rv a n ts . O n e o f  th e m o re  re m a rk a b le  e x a m p le s  
fo llo w s the estab lish m en t o f  th e  c h u rc h . S o m e  o f  th o se  w h o  had b e 
c o m e  C h ristian s on  P e n te co s t and sh o rtly  th e re a fte r  h ad  p resu m ab ly  
c o m e  fro m  lon g d is ta n ce s . T h e y  rem ain ed  fo r  a p e rio d  in Je ru sa le m  
fo r  in stru ction  and fe llo w sh ip . S o m e  o f  th o se  C h ris tia n s  th e re fo re  
w h o had h o u ses o r  land sold  th eir p ro p e rty  in o rd e r  to  g iv e  th e m o n ey  
to  the ch u rch  to m e e t th e se  n e e d s . L ib e ra l , v o lu n ta ry , fre e -w ill g iv 
ing b e ca m e  and is th e fin an cia l m ethod  o f  th e c h u rc h . T h e y  w e re  not 
co m p e lle d  to  sell th e ir  p ro p e rty ; th ey  ch o se  to d o  so  to  m eet the  
n e e d . S h ortly  th e re a fte r p e rse cu tio n  sca tte re d  C h ristia n s fro m  Je r u s a 
lem  and th e p ro p e rty  th ey  o w n ed  w ou ld  h av e  b een  o n ly  a liab ility . 
T h e  co m m u n istic  (but not a th e istic) a rra n g e m e n t did n ot last lon g  and  
did not d e stro y  the rig h t o f  p riv a te  o w n ersh ip  o f  p ro p e rty  in the  
c h u rc h . W e  m en tion  it h e re  b e ca u se  it sh ow s the sp irit o f  N ew  T e s ta 
m e n t g iv in g —lib erality  to  m eet a valid  n eed .

A n  o ffe rin g  w as a re g u la r  fe a tu re  o f  the L o r d ’ s D a y  w orsh ip  
s e rv ic e  o f  th e early  ch u rch  (1 C o r . 1 6 :2 ;  A cts  2 : 4 2 ,  w h e re  " fe llo w 
sh ip " in clu d es sh arin g  in fin an cial n e e d ). S u ch  g iv in g  is indeed an  
a c t o f  w o rsh ip  w hen it is a  lo v in g  g ift to  th e L o rd  f ro m  th e h e a r t . In  
a z eal to  ra ise  fu n ds, so m e  h a v e  tried  to  c a rr y  o v e r  th e  O ld T e sta m e n t  
law  o f  th e tith e as still b in din g on  C h ristian s o r  h a v e  ad op ted  m eth od s  
and p re ssu re s  w hich  d o  n ot h o n o r G o d , and C h ristia n  g iv in g  is seen  
so m e tim e s  to d ay  as a b u rd en  to  b e  avoid ed  in e v e ry  w a y  p o ssib le . 
S o m e  a re  a lw ay s look in g  fo r  an  "e a s y "  w a y  to  f in a n ce  th e  w o rk  o f  
th e  c h u rc h , o n e  w h ich  g ets  th e  m o n ey  fro m  o th e rs , e v e n  n o n -C h ris 
tia n s , o r  w h ich  in so m e  w a y  b y p asses g iv in g . W e  re p e a t, h o w e v e r , 
th at the N ew  T e sta m e n t plan  fo r  ch u rch  fin an ce  is th e  lib e ra l, f re e 
w ill o ffe rin g  by C h ristian s th e m se lv e s , g iven  re g u la rly  o n  th e first  
d ay  o f  th e w e e k . W h e n  this is d o n e  th e re  w ill b e  no n e ce ssity  fo r  
h ig h -p re ssu re  m e th o d s, sh od d y  sc h e m e s , o r  ev en  "p a ssin g  th e  p late"  
at e v e ry  s e r v ic e - m o r n in g , e v e n in g , w e e k d a y s , e tc . T h e re  w ill b e  no  
need fo r  th e ch u rch  to  se e m  to  be a b e g g a r .

A  g re a t  d eal o f  N e w  T e sta m e n t tea ch in g  o n  th e m a tte r  o f  g iv in g  
is found in 2  C o rin th ia n s , ch ap ters  8 and 9 .  H ere  w e  h a v e  the " s e 
c re t"  o f  lib eral g iv in g —firs t g iv in g  o u rse lv e s  to th e L o rd  ( 8 : 3 - 5 ) .  It is 
ca lle d  a g r a c e , o n e  o f  th e  qualities d e sired  in th e C h ris tia n  ( 8 :7 ) .  W e  
a re  g iv e n  th e su p rem e e x a m p le - th a t  o f  th e L o rd  Je su s  ( 8 :9 ) .  W e  are  
tau g h t it is not the s iz e  o f  the g ift that co u n ts but th e  read in ess  and
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giv in g  a cco rd in g  to  ability  ( 8 :1 1 - 1 2 ) .  T h e re  is a need fo r equitable  
sh arin g  in this resp o n sib ility —a few  o u gh t not h av e  to c a rry  th e load  
fo r o th e rs  ( 8 :1 3 - 1 5 ) .  W e  learn  th at resp o n sib le  and h o n o rab le  c o n 
d u ct in the h andling o f  th e funds is im p o rtan t ( 8 :1 8 - 2 4 ) .  O u r g iv in g  
to th e L o rd  is to  be b ou n tifu l, w ith  p u rp o se , not gru d gin g  o r  o f  n e c e s 
sity , but ch eerfu l ( 9 :6 - 7 ) .  It is n oted  h e re  th at G od en ables g re a te r  
givin g  by th o se  w h o g iv e  fre e ly  ( 9 :8 - 1 1 ) .  F in a lly , it is p oin ted  out 
that this kind o f  g iv in g  not on ly  m eets the n eeds o f  the sain ts but re 
sults in g lo ry  to  G od ( 9 :1 2 - 1 5 ) .

A  w ord  needs to  b e said  ab ou t th e am o u n t. C h ristian s a re  to  g iv e  
as th ey  h a v e  been  p ro sp ered  (1 C o r . 1 6 :2 )  and as th ey  h av e  p u rp o sed  
in th eir h earts  (2  C o r . 9 : 7 ) .  C h ristia n s a re  not under the law  o f  the  
tith e . "T h e n  G od  d oes not re q u ire  that I g iv e  ten p e rce n t o f  m y in
c o m e ? "  so m e o n e  a sk s . N o , not as a la w . B u t H e d oes w an t you  to  
g iv e  lib e ra lly , f re e ly , b ou n tifu lly . M an y  new  C h ristian s h a v e  found  
that ten  p e rce n t o r  m o re  is a g o o d  startin g  p la ce , and then th e y  g iv e  
m o re  as th ey  g ro w  in ability  to  do s o . T h e  new  co v e n a n t is b etter  
than th e o ld , and g ra c e  should g e t a  b etter resp o n se  than la w . W e  
should not be satisfied  with less th an  the Je w s  did! "A s  p u rp o sed "  
su g g ests  so m e kind o f  p e rce n ta g e  g iv in g  ra th e r than g iv in g  o n  th e  b a 
sis o f  em otion  o r  c h a n c e . "P u rp o s e  o f  h e a rt"  su g g ests  a d efin ite  p la n .
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VOICES from the FIELD S
Robert & Joy G arrett P .O . Box 30, Ruwa Zimbabwe
June 28, 1994 where winter is during our Summer

B r r r r r ,  but it is co ld ! O f  co u rse  o u r w in ters  a re  noth in g like  
w h at m o st o f  the U .S .  e x p e rie n c e s . W e  d o not h a v e  to w o rry  ab out 
putting a n ti-fre e z e  in th e c a r  ra d ia to rs . A t n igh t th e  te m p e ra tu re  often  
d ro p s to  3 4 F  w ith fro s t in so m e a re a s , but the d ay s a re  u su ally  w a rm . 
H o w e v e r , th e h o u ses a re  n o t h eated  (e x c e p t fo r  p o rta b le  e le c tr ic  h e a t
e r s ) , so  w e  ju s t put o n  e x tr a  la y e rs  o f  c lo th in g  to  b e  shed as th e day  
w a rm s up - and put b a ck  o n  in th e  e v e n in g . N ow  I am  N O T  c o m 
p lain in g , ju st d e s c rib in g . I p re fe r  o u r w in ters  to  y o u rs  an y d ay !

A t the Ju n e  H a ra re  a re a  L a d ie s  B ib le  cla ss  J o y  g a v e  th e  B ib le  
te a ch in g  o n  H o m o se x u a lity . S o m e  o f  the w o m en  had n e v e r h eard  o f  
su ch  a thing as it is q uite fo re ig n  to  trad ition al trib al w a y s . H o w 
e v e r ,d u e  to the W e s te rn  in flu en ces and th e influx o f  im m o ra l e n te r
ta in m en t fro m  H o lly w o o d  and o n  T V  and w h at se e m s to  be the  
ram p an t h e te ro se x u a l im m o rality  o f  th e  m a jo rity , su ch  th in gs are  
find in g th eir w a y  into s o c ie ty . T h is  w e e k  th e n e w sp ap er rep o rted  
t h a t  9 0 %  o f  d eath s in Z im b a b w e  a re  A ID S  re la te d .

B ro th e r  B ob  M o rro w  a rriv ed  th e  9 th  o f  Ju n e  fo r  a th re e  m onth  
v is it . T h e  ch u rch e s  a re  k eeping h im  b usy w ith g o sp el m eetin gs S u n 
d ay  th ro u g h  F rid a y  e a ch  w eek  at a  d ifferen t co n g re g a tio n  w hile h e is 
h e re . T h is  w eek  h e is a t th e  R im u k a ch u rch  in K a d o m a . T h e  m e e t
ings at G len  N o ra h  and M b a re  w e re  w ill attended and the lesson s  
w e re  m o st p ro fita b le .

T h e  co n stru ctio n  o f  th e g ir ls ’ d o rm ito ry  h e re  at th e C a m p  is g o in g  
w e ll. B rick w o rk  is a lm o st to the top  o f  th e  w in d o w s. W e  a re  ab out 
to  ru n  o u t o f  o u r h o m e  m a d e  b rick  so n ext m onth w e  w ill sw itch  o p 
e ra tio n s to  K u w a d z a n a  w h e re  w e h av e to  u se  fa c to ry  m a d e  b ric k .

L a s t  w eek  w e c o n ta c te d  tw o  yo u n g  m en to m ak e  b rick  h e re  at 
R u w a . B rick -m a k in g  w ill h a v e  to  stop w h en  th e ra in y  seaso n  b egin s  
(h o p e fu lly ) in S e p te m b e r.
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NEW S and NOTES
E d ited  b y  Ja c k  B la e s

4th Annual Ladies’ Overnight
Ladies, plan now to join dozens 

of sisters in Christ at the yearly 
Christian Ladies Overnight Retreat, 
Fri. Sept. 30 - Sat Oct. 1. It will 
again be at Camp Kavanaugh in 
Crestwood, K y., which has been the 
best site so far. Various ladies you 
know will elaborate on this year’s 
theme, "Nestled in the Arms of 
Love."

Those who’ve attended in pre
vious years say, "Don’t miss it!" 
For more info, call Ramona Marsh 
(812) 945-7209 , Sherry Marsh 
(606) 744-3021 , Melanie Mitchell 
(812) 967-4861 , or Ruth Wilson 
(502) 897-2831.

O ff to South American 
Mission Field

On Aug. 8, Alex Paris will 
leave for one year’s missionary 
ministry in Venezuela. He spent 
one month there in Jan. ‘94 , and the 
Lord has led him to return "because 
of the need I saw for someone to do 
the physical labor while the mis
sionaries concentrate on their many 
other duties." He will work as a 
maintenance man at the school for 
missionary children where he was 
located before. New Tribes Mis
sion, which works among primitive 
tribal people around the world, has 
accepted Alex as an associate mis
sionary for one year. This is a good 
work. New Tribes missionaries 
preach the gospel, immerse converts 
and form them into Biblical local 
congregations. Alex will need $600  
monthly plus plane fare of $1200  
round-trip. Some funds are already 
given but more are needed. For

more info call Richard Paris, an 
elder at Pekin, Ind. church: (812) 
944-2550 .

Heading toward Africa
Tim and Dawn Yates hope by 

1995 to be missionaries in Malawi. 
This is a country in southern Africa 
where they spent the summer of ‘94  
in mission work. Tim is from the 
Linton/Dugger, Ind. area where he 
was active in Woodland Bible Camp 
for years. He moved to Louisville 
for his senior year in high school, 
graduating from Portland Christian 
High School. He got his four-year 
degree from Johnson Bible College, 
majoring in Bible-&-missions. 
While there he met and married 
Dawn, who also was set on being a 
cross-cultural missionary.

They now are working to pay 
off college bills, awaiting their first 
child’s arrival in early ‘ 95 , and vis
iting churches to raise prayer - and 
financial - support. Want more in
formation? Call (615) 573-4537 or 
write P.O . Box 13198, Knoxville 
TN 37920.

News from Manila, Philippines
Bert Abella, director of Central 

Bible College, writes: "There are 
31 students (14 men; 17 ladies) 
staying in the dorms. The buildings 
need so many repairs. Some of the 
beds and other dorm equipment are 
ageing; leaks are all o v er."

He also tells of the downtown 
church’s ministry to poor children: 
75 children have enrolled at their 
Christian Day Care Center. Also 
40 children and 10 lactating mothers
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are in the feeding ministry. These 
ministries involve at least 8 part- 
time staff. There are tremendous 
evangelistic opportunities among 
these children and parents.

Polding Jabian, who is on fur
lough from tribal work for one 
year, is spearheading the evangelis
tic thrust of the church. "A number 
of us are helping him in conducting 
home Bible studies among the Day 
Care parents."

More about Central Bible Col
lege (formerly institute): The Fili
pino school year starts in June, and 
97 students were enrolled at CGC 
for 1st semester. 27 are freshmen. 
Pray for this strategic school in 
downtown Manila.

Utica, Ind. Seeks Preacher
The Utica Church of Christ is 

considering its role in the Lord's 
Vineyard and its need for a minister 
in that context. A n y o n e  w h om  
th e  L o rd  m o v e s  to  b e in terested  
m a y  co n ta ct:

M r. H en ry  D o rm a n  (D e a c o n )

736 Utica / Chartlestown Rd.

Jeffersonville, IN . 4 7 1 3 0

Phone: (812) 288-6748

Maple Manor Christian 
Home, Inc.

We are in need of more beds. 
W e  a re  still o n  hold  as to m a k 
ing any defin ite p lans fo r  build
in g . T h e  S tate  w ill a llow  us to  
add th e e x tra  b e d s , but w e a re  in 
need  o f  $ $ $  to  g e t th e  p ro je c t  
g o in g . P le a se  be in e a rn est  
p ra y e r  co n ce rn in g  this n eed! 
T h e  site and building p lan nin g is 
an  ex p e n se  o f  aro u n d  $ 7 ,0 0 0 .  
We are turning people down fo r  a 
bed almost on a daily basis.

Church of Christ, Jennings,
La.

Bible Students Growing
Members of the Ladies’ Bible Class 
on Thursday evenings are learning 
to pray and not just about prayer! 
Thus far they have determined that 
God answers all prayer, either with 
yes, no, or wait; that He cannot 
hear our prayers if we have not con
fessed specific sins in our lives; and 
that He cannot forgive us our sins 
unless we have forgiven everyone 
who has hurt us. That may be diffi
cult, but asking for God’s love and 
power enables us to do just what He 
says.

Questionnaire Served This 
morning your leaders ask that each 
adult complete the 24 question sur
vey. This will aid the men in mak
ing decisions about possible changes 
in the format of worship. The sub
ject (the Word of God) and the gos
pel message will not change! The 
questionnaire is one page, will take 
minimum time to answer, and needs 
to be returned today. Thank you 
for your cooperation.

Gallatin Church of Christ
The March fo r  Jesus was Satur

day, June 25th. We took the church 
van. There were people marching 
for Jesus in every time zone around 
the world, It was exciting to a part 
of that throng of millions whose 
only agenda was bringing glory to 
our Lord.

Ralph Avenue Church, 
Louisville

The church called Bro. B ill 
S m allw o o d  to sta rt fu lltim e m in 
is try . H e b eg an  Ju ly  1st, re s ig n 
ing as b usin ess m a n a g e r o f  
P o rtlan d  C h ristian  S c h o o l, 
w h ere  h e w o rk ed  h ard  and w ell 
fo r so m e  y e a rs . R alph  A v e n u e  
is g ro w in g !
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Veterans’ Milestones
On July 16, 1994 Bro. and 

Sis. Paul Addams celebrated 
their 60th anniversary. Their 
daughter, Shirley, held a sur
prise "day* for them. Cards and 
letters were sent by many 
friends. If you wish to send be
lated greetings, the address is: 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Addams, c/o 
Shirley Javins, 68 Bonney 
Street, Steilacoom, WA 98388. 
Sis. Addams is Standford Cham
bers’ daughter and former 
teacher at Portland Christian 
School.

Bro. C.V. Wilson celebrated 
his 91st birthday on June 15. 
He is a shut in and retired minis
ter o f Portland Ave. Church of 
Christ in Lou. KY. His address 
is: 231 South Galt, Louisville, 
Ky 40206.

Southeast Church of Christ, 
Louisville

The TEAM MINISTRY con
tinues to move forward. The Evan
gelism Team started a "Greeter" 
program today; watch for "First 
Tune Visitor" parking places to be 
put up soon. The Education Team  
is active in assigning new rooms for 
Sunday School classes today. Make 
sure you come to work night activi
ties, to be supervised by the Service 
Team. Thanks to a member of the 
Service Team my office lights are in 
good working order again.

Someone said, "Self-preserva
tion is the first law of nature; self- 
sacrifice the highest rule of grace." 
Self-sacrifice is what many at 
Southeast are doing, In order 
for this work to grow, it will re
quire that everyone sacrifice 
time, effort and finances. We 
will grow spiritually and nu
merically if  we want to grow. It 
takes visionary leadership and will
ingness of God’s people to follow. 
Ephesians 3 :20  "Now to him who

is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, accord
ing to His power that is at work 
within us. "

Cramer & Hanover
At the writing of the bulletin 

we are anticipating Sherry Hill’s re
turn from Russia. Reports have 
been encouraging hearing how 
the Lord has used them in work
ing with college students in 
Moscow and living in Russian 
homes. Pray that the seed sown 
there will bear much fruit to His 
name’s honor and glory.

Tonight we have asked Sherry 
to share with us slides, pictures, and 
information about her Russian trip. 
We will be meeting in the fellow
ship room and will have a time of 
fellowship afterward. Each family 
is asked to bring fruit. (Sherry is 
Bennie Hill"s daughter.)

Urgent Prayer Needed!
Church leaders killed in Iran

At press time Open Doors 
learned that Bro. Tateos 
Michaelian, one o f the few re
maining Protestant leaders ; in 
Iran, was shot to death in Te
hran on July 1st. Michaelian 
had replaced Bro. Haik 
Hovsepian-Mair who was mur
dered in late January, as chair
man of the Council of Protestant 
Ministers in Iran.

It has also been confirmed that 
Bro. Mehdi Dibaj, who disap
peared on June 24, has been 
found murdered as well. Dibaj 
had been released from prison in 
mid-January after a worldwide 
outcry opposing his scheduled 
execution. At least three other 
Christian leaders are currently 
under arrest in Iran.

Please pray for the church and 
the families of these brave martyrs 
during this very difficult time.
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