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Later Developments in the 
Stone/Campbell Movement:

IS CHRIST AT THE CENTER?
"It is m ore im portant to know in whom  we believe than 

what theories w e b elieve."
— L . L .  Pinkerton

"A m on g the many heresies, there is ‘the heresy o f em 
p h asis,’ w rong em phasis; and o f  this heresy, too many 
Christians o f  our kind have been guilty. If  we aspire to be 
‘New  T estam ent C h ristian s,’ a  people after the pattern of  
Paul and P eter, Jam es and Joh n , w e must put the emphasis 
w here they put it. C hrist is cen tral. Jesus Christ him self‒  
H E  is ou r main con cern . It is quite possible, in fact easy, 
to b ecom e taken up with ‘m ovem ents’ and subjects good  
as they m ay be, m ore than with H im , our only L ord  and 
S av io r."

‒ E . L . Jorgenson



BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY— 
The Heart of the Matter

A  se co n d -g e n e ra tio n  lead er o f  th e  S to n e -C a m p b e ll re fo rm a tio n  
m o v e m e n t, Is a a c  E r re t t  ( 1 8 2 0 - 1 8 8 8 ) ,  p en n ed  th e fo llo w in g  su perb  d e
scrip tio n  o f  d o ctrin a l and p ra c tica l p rio ritie s  a m o n g  C h ristian s. It is 
an apt a m p lifica tio n  o f  th e p rin cip le , " In  esse n tia ls , u n ity ; in n o n -e s
sen tia ls , lib e rty ; in all th in gs, c h a r ity ."

"W ith  u s th e divin ity  and C h risth o o d  o f  Je su s  is m o re  
than a m e re  item  o f  d o c trin e ‒ it is th e  ce n tra l truth o f  the  
C h ristia n  sy s te m , and in a n  im p o rtan t sen se  th e cre e d  o f  
C h ristia n ity . It is th e o n e  fu n d am en tal truth  w h ich  w e  a re  
je a lo u sly  ca re fu l to g u ard  a g ain st all co m p ro m ise . I f  m en  are  
righ t ab ou t C h ris t, C h rist w ill b rin g  th em  rig h t about e v e ry 
thing e lse . W e  th e re fo re  p re a ch  Je su s  C h ris t and H im  c ru c i
fied . W e  d em an d  no o th er fa ith , in o rd e r to  b aptism  and  
ch u rch  m e m b e rsh ip , than th e faith  o f  th e h e a rt th at Jesu s is 
the C h ris t, th e Son o f  th e livin g  G o d ; n o r h a v e  w e  any term  
o r bond o f  fellow sh ip  but faith  in th e  d ivin e R e d e e m e r and  
o b e d ie n ce  to  H im . A ll w h o tru st in  th e  S on  o f  G od  and o b ey  
H im  a re  o u r b re th re n , h o w e v e r w ro n g  th ey  m a y  be about 
an yth in g e ls e ; and th o se  w h o d o  n o t tru st in th e divin e S a v io r  
fo r  sa lv a tio n , and o b e y  H is co m m a n d m e n ts , a re  not o u r  
b re th re n , h o w e v e r in telligent and e x c e lle n t th ey  m ay  be in all 
b esid e . . . .  In  ju d g m e n ts  m e re ly  in feren tial w e  re a ch  co n 
clu sio n s as n e a rly  u nan im ous as  w e  c a n ; and w h ere  w e fa il, 
e x e rc is e  fo rb e a ra n c e , in th e c o n fid e n ce  th at G od  w ill lead  us 
into final a g re e m e n t. In m a tte rs  o f  op in io n ‒ th at is , in m at
ters  to u ch in g  w h ich  th e B ib le  is e ith er silen t, o r  so  o b scu re  as 
not to  ad m it o f  d efin ite  co n clu sio n s‒ w e  a llow  th e la rg e st lib
e rty , so  lon g as n on e ju d g e s his b ro th e r , o r  insists on  fo rcin g  
his op in ion s o n  o th e rs , o r  m ak in g  th em  an o c c a s io n  o f  s t r i f e /
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WORDS AND WORKS 
RELATED TO FELLOW SHIP

Alex V . W ilson

O u r title h as a d o u b le  s ig n ifica n ce . In th e  first a r tic le  in this s e 
ries w e  studied w hat G od ’s Word says ab ou t C h ristian  u nity  and fe l
lo w sh ip , fo r  G o d ’ s W o rd  is b a s ic . T h en  last m onth w e e x a m in e d  the  
attitudes o f  n in ete e n th -ce n tu ry  lead ers o f  th e R e sto ra tio n  M o v e m e n t, 
like S to n e , th e C a m p b e lls , F ra n k lin , L ip s c o m b , M c G a r v e y , et a l.

N o w  w e w an t to  th in k  ab o u t th e te a ch in g  (w o rd s) and p ra c tic e s  
(w o rk s) o f  v a rio u s p re a c h e rs  and te a ch e rs  o f  w h at is so m e tim e s ca lled  
th e  "p rem illen n ial se g m e n t"  o f  C h u rch e s  o f  C h ris t. F o u r  o f  them  
w e re  ed ito rs  o f  Word and Work a t v a rio u s  tim e s , and all o f  th em  c o n 
trib uted  to  it at least o c c a s io n a lly .

R .H . Boll

In B ro th e r B o ll ’ s c a s e  le t ’s co n ce n tra te  on  his p ra c tic e s  m o re  than  
his w ritin g s (w h ich  m o st o f  you  h av e re a d , at least to  so m e  e x te n t) .  
In Ju n e  1 9 6 1  E . L .  Jo rg e n s o n  w ro te  thus in Word and W ork:

Some may have wondered, "what is the editorial position of his journal 
regarding fellowship?" This journal has no fixed "positions." Our writers 
are all free men, under God, to write what they believe is right. It may be 
remarked, however, that none of us have advocated anything on this line 
more than Brother Boll himself had long practiced. We think his course at 
Cedar Lake was scriptural and model. Year after year he went there to ad
dress the conservative Christian ministers o f Chicagoland. By the courtesy 
of those good brethren,and on their initiative (not by any demand from Boll), 
no (instrumental) "music" was used when R .H .B . spoke. But when it came 
his turn to sit, while others who used it were speaking, he listened with inter
est and raised no fuss or protest. After all, it was their meeting, and Brother 
Boll was not like some who might have flung bombastic challenges at them. 
Here was the spirit of Romans 14 and of fellowship at its best—fellowship in 
spite of an unresolved difference. Those men loved our brother for himself, 
and for his humble attitude, and he loved them dearly in return. They all, 
both he and they, were benefited, and the bonds of Christian love were 
strengthened.

B ro th e r  B o ll ’s B ib le  k n o w le d g e  cou p led  w ith his g e n tle , n on 
th re a te n in g  attitude g a in e d  h im  in vitation s fro m  m a n y  d ifferen t 
c h u rc h e s . A n d  he o ften  a cce p te d  su ch  in v itatio n s. H e  g a v e  a le c tu re  
a t L o u is v ille ’ s first C h ris tia n  C h u rch  (D isc ip le s ) at least o n c e ; m y
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m o th er attended it. H e led a se rie s  o f  c la sse s  (b ased  on  a M o o d y  B i
ble In stitu te co rre sp o n d e n ce  c o u rs e )  at W a rr e n  M e m o ria l P re s b y te r
ian C h u rc h . O ne y e a r  he ev en  ta u g h t a  sp ecia l se rie s  o f  B ib le  c la sse s  
d u rin g  L e n t at th e S eco n d  P re sb y te ria n  C h u rch ! T h a t d o e sn ’t m ean  
h e co n d o n ed  an y e rro rs  w h ich  m ay  h a v e  b een  tau gh t in th o se  
c h u rc h e s . H e  d id n ’t ; but w h en  h e  had  op p ortu n ities to  sh a re  G o d ’ s 
truth  w ith  th o se  w ho h u n gered  fo r  it, h e  g lad ly  did so  w ith out c o m 
p ro m isin g  his o w n  b eliefs . H e u su a lly  d id n ’t p u b licize  th e  talks he  
g a v e  at o th er c h u rc h e s , p ro b a b ly  fo r  tw o  re a s o n s . F irs t , p e rh ap s he  
fe ared  that im m atu re  m em b ers  o f  his co n g re g a tio n  m igh t co n clu d e  
th at he en d orsed  all the te a ch in g s  o f  th o se  c h u rc h e s ; he d id n ’t w an t  
th em  to  b e m isled  in su ch  a w a y . (S o m e  o f  th e ch u rch e s w h e re  he  
sp ok e w e re  not on ly  d en o m in atio n al b u t also  m o d e rn istic ; but th ey  
h eard  th e real G ospel fro m  him .) S e co n d , h e knew  th at ce rta in  
C h u rch  o f  C h rist m a g a z in e s -s h o u ld  th ey  learn  o f  his sp eakin g in su ch  
c h u r c h e s -w o u ld  e a g e rly  a tta ck  h im  and try  to c re a te  a sca n d a l.

I re m e m b e r at o n e  o f  B ro th e r B o ll ’ s F rid a y  night B ib le  c la sse s  he  
called  on  B ro th e r W a lla c e  C a u b le  to  lead in p ra y e r . C au b le  w as th en  
th e p re a c h e r  at the C h u rch  o f  th e  O p en  D o o r . T h is w as n o t esp e
c ia lly  u n u su al; it is m en tioned  h e re  sim p ly  to  illu strate his a ttitu d e. 
P ard o n  m e fo r  including an o th er fam ily  re fe re n c e , but it seem s re le 
v a n t. B ro th e r B o ll b elieved  C h ris tia n s , w h o se  citizen ship  is in  
h e a v e n , should not p a rticip a te  in p o litics ; h e  n e v e r v o te d . M y  fa 
th e r , w h o  w as an eld er in the sa m e  co n g re g a tio n  fo r  ten  y e a rs  d u rin g  
B ro th e r  B o ll ’ s m in istry , re g u la rly  v o te d . B ro th e r  B o ll a lso  b elieved  
th at d iscip les o f  the P rin ce  o f  P e a c e  should n ot b e a r arm s in th e  m ili
ta ry  s e rv ic e . M y  fath er w a s a  m a jo r in th e A ir  F o r c e .  Y e t  D ad  
th ou gh t the w orld  o f  B ro th e r B o ll , and th e  la tter d eep ly  loved  and r e 
sp e cte d  D a d . W h a t an e x a m p le  o f  fe llo w sh ip -w o rsh ip p in g  th e  L o rd  
to g e th e r and w o rk in g  fo r H im  to g e th e r , d esp ite  d iffe re n ce s , b e ca u se  
o f  u n ity  in C h ris t Je su s ! W h ile  th at in stan ce  in v o lv ed  b reth ren  w ithin  
th e sa m e  co n g re g a tio n , it illu strates a  p rin cip le  w h ich  a lso  ap plies to  
b e lie v e rs  ou tsid e  o u r ch u rch e s .

B ro th e r B oll did not b eliev e  in co o p e ra tin g  w ith  d en o m in atio n s as 
such. N o r did he invite p re a c h e rs  fro m  P re sb y te ria n  o r  liberal D isc i
p les ch u rch e s  to  p re a ch  in his pulpit! N e v e rth e le ss , his w ritin gs plus 
his ab o v e -m e n tio n e d  actio n s re v e a l th a t h e  had  b road  attitudes re g a rd 
ing fe llo w sh ip .

Stanford Chambers

B ro th e r C h a m b e rs  w as s tro n g ly  a g ain st u sin g  in strum ental m u sic  
in w o rsh ip . H e  had seen  m an y  c o n g re g a tio n s  sp lit up by p eo p le  w ho  
fo rce d  its u se  d esp ite  th e co n scie n tio u s  o b je ctio n s o f  fe llo w -b e lie v e rs . 
H e also  co n sid ered  its u se  an u n justified  ad dition  to  th e N ew  T e s ta 
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m en t p attern  fo r  ch u rch  w o rsh ip . Y e t  he n e v e r to o k  a stan d -offish  a t
titu d e to w ard  b e lie v e rs  fro m  o th e r c h u rch e s , as th e  fo llo w in g  q u o ta
tion  sh o w s. S o m e o n e  w ro te  h im  this q u estion : " T h e  (C h ris tia n  and ) 
M issio n a ry  A llia n ce  h as m a n y  q uotes and rep rin ts  ap p e a rin g  in Word 
and W ork. D o e s  it p ro m o te  the ca u se  o f  the re s to ra tio n ? "  H is rep ly  
w a s,

The Missionary Alliance is such a type that God can use it and does use 
it to promote the restoration of anything that needs restoring from the perver
sions of scriptural conditions brought about in past centuries. While there 
has not been declared a set purpose for such a restoration, God has been able 
by His overruling to bring about much restoration in which we rejoice. The 
writer has had a great deal of pleasant experience with Missionary Alliance 
people. D .J. Thant was a consecrated engineer on the south-western Georgia 
line. He conceived the idea of doing some evangelistic work during his va
cation, and chose New Orleans as the place. Some friends of his were mem
bers o f the 7th and Camp Street Church. They obtained for his purpose the 
use of the Y .M .C .A . building. We were asked to take charge of the meet
ings which we did. I was requested to lead the singing. Brother Thant 
preached Christ and Him crucified and his every sermon could be endorsed. 
W e also helped him out to some factory noon-hour services where he 
preached the gospel and invited his hearers to attend the 7th and Camp Street 
Church services.

Later, Brother Forrest of Toccoa, GA wanted to come to 7th and Camp 
and preach, but he was coming as a representative and in the interest of the 
Christian Missionary Alliance instead of a simple N .T . messenger, and there 
is a difference.

H .L . Olmstead

B ro th e r  O lm stead  p re a ch e d  fo r d ecad es in G a lla tin , T e n n e sse e . 
In 1 9 5 0  h e  w ro te  a p am p h let entitled  "W h a t is W ro n g  w ith U S ? "  It 
seem s d irected  m ainly to w ard  th e  "a n ti-p re -m ils "  o r  m ainline  
c h u rc h e s . B u t n ot to w a rd  them  o n ly . S adly and w ith  so m e  sa tire  he 
p enn ed  th e  fo llo w in g  re m in isce n ce s .

I had been called upon to decide whether I would be organ or anti-or
gan, whether I would be for this religious periodical or that, whether I would 
be for the colleges or against them. I found I was not only disfellowshipped 
if I believed Christ’s Second Coming preceded the thousand years mentioned 
in Revelation 20, but I was disfellowshipped if I fellowshipped with anybody 
who did believe it. Now, all this was no pleasure to me, having to make all 
these decisions and many others like them before I could tell the story of Je
sus’ dying love. It made my soul sick . . . .
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In most places people who differ from us are regarded as heathen, or 
worse, as apostates! This certainly was not the attitude of the fathers of the 
Restoration Movement toward those who were among the denominations. 
We proceed upon the principle of exclusion. W e figure altogether upon the 
number of people who should be excluded from our fellowship rather than 
trying to see how many could be included upon the basis of our only pro
fessed creed, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living G od." Can we re
gard a Baptist as a Christian in any sense? Would you ask him to pray in the 
assembly? The answer among us is "N o!" How about the folks who use the 
organ? The answer is the same. W ell, what about the "pre-millennial" 
brethren? Certainly not! Isolate them, ostracize them, and insulate every
body against them! And notwithstanding all this, we use a Bible translated 
entirely by "sectarians." W e sing hymns, most of them written by people 
who never had any connection with our Movement . . . .

It was the intention of this Age of Grace to make saints of God rather 
than to make them Restorationists or "Loyal Brethren."

E . L .  J o r g e n s o n

B a ck  in 1 9 1 7  B ro th e r  Jo rg e n s o n  d efin ed  a n o n se cta ria n  sp irit as 
"a  sp irit w h ich  re co g n iz e s  G o d ’ s ch ild ren  as su ch  w h e re v e r th e y  m ay  
be and w h eth er they h a v e  as y e t sep arated  th em selves fro m  the v a r i
ous re lig io u s p arties  o r  n o t ."  In 1 9 1 9  Word and Work ran  as an  a rti
cle  a tra c t h e had w ritte n . It sa id , "M a n y  m em b ers o f  G o d ’ s ch u rch  
a re  now  m e m b e rs  o f  so m eth in g  e lse  a lso , and th ey  h av e  b e c o m e  sadly  
scattered  ab road  . . . .  W h e n  I sa y  I am  a C h ristian  on ly  I ce rta in ly  
do not m ean  to  say  th at I am  th e on ly  C h ris tia n ."  R e fe rrin g  to  the  
cu stom  o f  re ce iv in g  into fellow sh ip  a m an  "w h o has been  scrip tu ra lly  
b a p tiz e d ,"  he w ro te  th at th is "sim p ly  sh ow s th at th ey  re co g n iz e d  him  
as a C h ristia n  b e fo re  h e c a m e . T h e y  re c o g n iz e  that he w as a C h ris 
tian b e fo re  h e to o k  his stand as a C h ristian  o n ly ."

In 1 9 6 1  h e took  the sa m e  p o sitio n : " L e t  the lim ited p ro p o sitio n  
w h ich  w e su p p ort b e c le a r ly  u n d ersto o d : It d oes not sa y  th at th ere  
a re  C h ristian s in a ll d e n o m in a tio n s, n or th at a ll in the d en om in ation s  
a re  C h ris tia n s , n o r th at C h ristian s o u g h t to  b e in any d en o m in atio n  as 
su ch , n o r that the sim ple p attern  o f  w o rk  and w orship  w ill be found  
in m an y  o f  th e s e c ts , e tc . It a ffirm s sim p ly  th at ‘ C h ristian s a re  to  be 
found in m a n y  d e n o m in a tio n s .’ O n this p rop osition  w e say  y e s ."  
L a te r  he ad d ed , "M a n y  w h o p ro fe ss  the u n sectarian  p osition  h ave  
n ev er y et learn ed  th e firs t p rim a ry  step o u t o f  se c ta r ia n is m . A nd  
w h at is that first step ? It is , a fte r a tru e  co n v e rs io n , to  g e t o n e ’ s eyes  
opened to  th e  p re se n t sca tte re d  state  o f  the m em b ers o f  G o d ’s 
c h u rc h ."

A g a in : " W e  w e re  ask ed  re ce n tly  this h ard  and se a rch in g  q ues
tion : W h y  is it th at m e m b e rs  o f  d enom in ation al ch u rch e s  o ften  seem
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m o re  d evoted  and s a c r if ic in g , m o re  p ray erfu l and m issio n a ry , than  
’ w e ’ a re ?  (I f  they are so, it ought to give us pau se and great concern  
when we com e to fix  our lines o f  fellow ship .)"  H e  th en  p ro ce e d s  to  
try  to  a n sw e r th e q u estio n .

Among the many heresies, there is "the heresy of emphasis," wrong em
phasis; and o f this heresy, too many Christians of our kind have been guilty. 
If we aspire to be "New Testament Christians," a people after the pattern of 
Paul and Peter, James and John, we must put the emphasis where they put it. 
Christ is central . . . .  Jesus Christ himself, the glorious risen, living Being 
who is the center of all that concerns Him—He is our main concern. It is 
quite possible, in fact easy, to become taken up with "movements" and sub
jects good as they may be, more than with Him, our only Lord and Savior.

Other Examples

A  few  m o re  e x a m p le s  w ill co n clu d e  o u r s u rv e y . J .R . C lark 
w ro te , " L e t  us b e w a re  le st, in assu m in g  this high  ca llin g  [o f  b eing  
"ju st a C h r is tia n " ] , o u r h e a rts  b e lifted up w ith p rid e  and w e co n clu d e  
th at w e a re  the o n ly  C h ristian s and set all o th e rs  at n o u g h t."

J .  Edw ard B oyd  co m m e n te d , "T h e re  m a y  b e so m e  w h o a re  sin 
c e re  b e lie v e rs  in th e  L o rd  Je s u s , w ho h a v e  b e co m e  ’o b ed ien t fro m  the 
h e a rt to  the fo rm  o f  te a ch in g  w h ereu n to  th ey  w e re  d e liv e re d ,’ and  
w ho th e re fo re  h a v e  b een  baptized  into C h ris t and so  a re  m e m b e rs  o f  
H is b o d y , but w ho a re  not identified  w ith an y  g ro u p  w h ich  is know n  
sim ply  as a ’ ch u rch  o f  C h r is t . ’ W h en  o n e  su ch  co m e s  in d icating  his 
d esire  to  be a s im p le , u nd en om in ational C h ris tia n , w e  g lad ly  re ce iv e  
h im . Such b ein g the c a s e , h e  d o es not n ow  b e c o m e  a m e m b e r o f  the 
ch u rch  o f  C h ris t‒ h e h as a lre a d y  d one so , p erh ap s lon g a g o ."

Frank M ullins, Sr. had sim ilar w o rd s and w o rk s . I f  I re m e m b e r  
him  c o rr e c tly , in N ew  O rlean s h e  so m e tim e s p re a ch e d  the G o sp el at 
ev an g elistic  ra llie s  held b y  th e  in terd en om in ation al o rg a n iz a tio n , 
Y o u th  F o r  C h r is t . Y e t  h e n e v e r trim m ed  his m e ssa g e  n o r c o m p ro 
m ised  his te a ch in g  at su ch  tim e s . I re m e m b e r to o  h ow  th rilled  h e  w as  
w ith the faith , lo v e  and zeal o f  th e five  y o u n g  m issio n a rie s  w h o w ere  
m arty red  by th e  A u c a  Indians o f  E c u a d o r  in 1 9 5 6 .  Y e t  h e knew  
th ose  m en w e re  not o f  " u s ."  O r w e re  th e y ?  T h a t is re a lly  th e  q u es
tio n , isn ’ t it? Y e s ,  th ey  w e re  o u r b ro th ers  in the H e a v e n ly  F a th e r ’ s 
fa m ily .

N on e o f  th e m en  quoted in this a rticle  a re  o u r b ish o p s, p o p e s , o r  
au th o rities . T h e y  w e re  not in fallib le . B ut w hen w e s e e  th eir u n an im 
ity o f  b e lie f  o n  this issu e o f  "W h o  is m y  b ro th e r? ,"  it ag ain  p ro v id es  
us m u ch  food  fo r th o u g h t.
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FAITH-RELATIONAL OR M ERELY  
RATIONAL?

R i c h a r d  H u g h e s

A le x a n d e r C am p b ell freq u en tly  sp ok e o f  the "g o sp e l f a c ts ."  T h e  
"g o sp el f a c ts ,"  he sa id , included all th e say in g s and d o in g s o f  Jesu s  
but co n sisted  e sp e cia lly  in his d eath , b u ria l, re su rre c tio n  and a sce n 
sion . . . .  [Y e t]  h e o fte n  insisted th at m e re  in tellectu al a ssen t to " g o s 
pel fa c ts "  is not sa v in g  fa ith . T h e  faith that sa v e s , h e u rg e d , "is not 
the b e lie f o f  an y d o c tr in e , te s tim o n y , o r  tru th , a b s tra c tly , but b e lie f  in  
C h r is t ;  tru st o r  c o n fid e n ce  in h im  a s  a  p e r s o n ."  [B u t] w h ile C a m p 
bell em p h asized  the re la tio n al d im en sion  o f  the g o sp el to w h ich  the  
facts  p o in ted , th e  re la tio n a l d im en sion  so m etim es e sca p e d  la te r m e m 
b ers o f  C h u rch e s  o f  C h r i s t . . . .

P e rh a p s the first sch o la r  to  d esig n ate  [the "R e s to ra tio n  M o v e 
m e n t"] as e v a n g e lica l w as R o b e rt B a ird , in his Religion in A m erica 
( 1 8 4 4 ) ,  th ou gh  h e  did s o , as he put it, "w ith  m uch h e s ita tio n ."  B aird  
ack n o w led g ed  that th ese  C h ristian s in m an y  w ays ap p eared  o r th o d o x .

Yet I understand that there is much about their preaching that 
seems to indicate that all that they consider necessary to salvation is 
a cold, speculative, philosophical faith, together with immersion as 
the only proper mode of baptism; so that there is little, after all, of 
that "repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ" [Acts 2 0 :2 1 ], which are the indispensable terms of the gos
pel.

In 1 9 3 4 , K .C .  M o s e r , an  O k lah o m a p re a ch e r a m o n g  C h u rch e s  o f  
C h ris t, d e cla re d  th at "th e  g o sp el co n ce rn s  a person, not mere facts." 
F u rth e r , h e  w ro te , o b e y in g  the g o sp el did not m ean  sim p ly  o b ey in g  
co m m a n d s . T o  o b e y  th e  g o sp el w as " to  b eliev e  the g o sp e l ‒ to b elieve  
in, tru st in , C h ris t c ru c if ie d , b uried  and raised  fo r o u r ju s tif ic a tio n ."  
T h e  re sp o n se  to M o s e r , sw ift and alm o st u n an im ou sly  n e g a tiv e , re 
v ealed  that lead ers a m o n g  C h u rch e s  o f  C h ris t had d ifficu lty  even  
co m p reh en d in g  w h at M o s e r  had in m in d .

-V ariety  o f  American Evangelicalism

J.N . Armstrong, founder of several Christian colleges: "Christi
anity contains not only forms, ordinances, precepts, that must be 
carefully and faithfully observed, but a spirit also that must permeate 
and saturate the lives of those keeping the forms, lest the very keep
ing be an abomination in our Master’s sight. Cold, lifeless formality 
is the pit into which God’s people have never failed to fall. Let us 
not forget that there are small and large, lighter and weightier matters 
of the law. May we not be gnat strainers and camel-swallowers."
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LESSONS FROM CAM PBELL’S 
LUNENBURG LETTER

Leroy Garrett

H e re  o f  la te  I h a v e  had o c c a s io n  to  stu d y  o n c e  m o re  A le x a n d e r  
C a m p b e ll’ s re sp o n se  to th e w o m an  in L u n e n b u rg , V A  w h o w ro te  and  
ask ed  h im  if  on ly  th ose  w h o a re  b aptized  b y  im m e rsio n  a re  C h ris 
tia n s . C a m p b e ll’ s rep ly  b e ca m e  c o n tro v e rs ia l in h is o w n  tim e , and all 
th ese  y e a rs  it h as rem ain ed  o n e  o f  th e m o st fa m o u s d o cu m e n ts  o f  o u r  
h e rita g e . T h is  tim e arou n d  I exa m in e d  it w ith  g re a te r  depth and am  
p ersu ad ed  th at it h as m u ch  to sa y  to us to d a y , n o t so  m u ch  ab out b ap 
tism  itse lf , h o w e v e r  im p o rtan t th at is , but ab o u t p rin cip les  o f  re lig io n  
in  g e n e ra l.

T h e  w o m a n  w as distu rb ed  b y C a m p b e ll’ s freq u en t re fe re n ce s  to  
"C h ris tia n s  a m o n g  th e  s e c ts ,"  and she w o n d e re d  h ow  this cou ld  b e  
sin ce  C am p b ell h im se lf  had ch am p io n ed  th e p osition  th at p e o p le  b e 
c o m e  C h ris tia n s  b y  b elievin g  in C h ris t, rep e n tin g  o f  th eir s in s , and  
b ein g  b uried  b y  b ap tism  into C h ris t, and th is w as not g e n e ra lly  w h at 
th e  se cts  ta u g h t. S he asked  C am p b ell to  d efin e  a C h ristia n  p oin t- 
b lan k .

T h e  e d ito r resp on d ed  by g iv in g  a d e fin itio n  th at is n ow  w ell- 
k n ow n  a m o n g  o u r p e o p le : "B u t w ho is a  C h ris tia n ?  I a n sw e r,
‘ E v e ry o n e  th a t b e lie v e s  in his h e a rt that Je su s  o f  N az a re th  is the M e s
sia h , the S o n  o f  G o d ; rep en ts o f  h is sin s, and o b e y s h im  in all things  
a cco rd in g  to  his m e a su re  o f  k n ow led ge o f  h is w i l l . ’ " H e  w en t on  to  
say  th at h e  co u ld  n ot m ak e  im m ersio n  a b so lu te ly  essen tial to  a C h ris 
tia n .

T h is d istu rb ed  m an y  o f  his fo llo w e rs  then  and co n tin u es to d o  so  
to d a y , e v e n  th ou gh  h e m ad e it c le a r  th at if  o n e  u n d erstan d s th at im 
m ersio n  is a c c o rd in g  to  th e w ill o f  G od h e m u st subm it to  it to  b e
c o m e  a C h ris tia n . N o o n e  ca n  d espise an o rd in a n ce  o f  G od  and be a 
C h ris tia n . Y e t  h e  said he co u ld  not m ak e an y  o n e  duty th e  stan d ard  
o f  C h ristian  sta te  o r  c h a ra c te r , not even  im m e rs io n . O n e w h o h as a 
su b m issive  h e a rt b e fo re  G od w ill o b ey  a co m m a n d  in th e  sen se  in 
w h ich  h e  u n d erstan d s it. H e em p h asized  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  habitual 
o r  g e n e ra l o b e d ie n ce , not lo y alty  to  o n e  d u ty .

W h a t g iv e s  th e  le tter sp ecia l s ig n ifica n ce  a re  the p rin cip les  th at 
C am p b ell d ra w s  on  in re a ch in g  his co n clu sio n s  about b ap tism . It is 
th ese  th at I w an t to  call to  y o u r atten tio n . Y o u  w ill find th em  lib erat
in g .

1. M istakes o f  the mind and errors o f  the heart are greatly d iffer
ent.
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T his im p ortan t truth  is o ften  n e g le cte d . C am p b ell say s  e rro rs  o f  
m ind and h eart a re  p o le s  a p a rt. A n  an gel m ay  m istak e  the m ean in g  
o f  a co m m a n d m e n t, but s in ce  it is not an  e rr o r  o f  th e h eart h e w ill 
ob ey in the se n se  in w h ich  he u n d erstan d s it. H e  notes that Jo h n  
N ew ton  and Jo h n  B u n y an  had v e ry  d ifferen t v ie w s o n  b ap tism , but 
both had g o o d  h e a rts  and o b ey ed  a cco rd in g  to  th eir u n d erstan d in g . 
T h e re  a re  o th e rs  w h o h a v e  d ep rav ed  h earts  w h o se  e rro rs  a re  w ilfu l. 
E rro rs  o f  the h e a rt a re  th e re fo re  m u ch  m o re  se rio u s th an  e rro rs  in un
d erstan d in g , w h ich  a re  u n w ilfu l.

2 .  Ignorance is alw ays a  crim e when it is voluntary, but innocent 
when it is involuntary.

It is w ilful n e g le c t o f  the m ean s o f  know in g w h at is co m m a n d e d , 
C am p bell sa y s , th at in d icates a co rru p t h e a rt. H e  co n ce d e s  that th e re  
m ust b e m any w h o  a re  guilty  o f  wilfu l ig n o ra n ce . B u t still th e re  a re  
m an y w ho ca n n o t e v e n  re a d  and o th e rs  w ho a re  p o o rly  ed u cated  w h o  
h av e d ifficu lty  u n d erstan d in g  a rig h t, and th ere  a re  m an y  o th ers w ho  
in n ocently  fo llo w  th e ir  te a c h e rs . T h e re  a re  th ose w h o d e sire  to  know  
the w h o le  w ill o f  G o d  w ho m istak e th e m ean in g  o f  th is o r  that c o m 
m an d m en t. C am p b ell say s h e w ou ld  sin  ag ain st his ow n  co n v ictio n s  
to sa y  that such  o n es m u st p erish  fo r e v e r .

3. There are p erfect Christians and im perfect Christians, but both 
are Christians.

T h a t the a p o stle  P au l w ould u rg e  the C o rin th ia n s to  b e p e rfe c t in 
u n d erstan ding (1 C o r . 1 4 :2 0 )  in fers th at so m e o r  m o st w e re  n o t. In 1 
C o r . 2 :6  he re fe rre d  to  sp eakin g w isd om  "a m o n g  th o se  w ho a re  p e r
f e c t ,"  w hich im p lies a d istin ction  b etw een  p e rfe c t  and im p e rfe ct b e 
lie v e rs . H e also  d istingu ish ed  b etw een  the ca rn a l and the sp iritu al (1 
C o r . 3 : 1 )  and b etw e e n  th e w eak  and the stro n g  (R o m . 1 4 : 1 ) .  Je su s  in 
his p arab les  tau g h t th at ev en  a m o n g  the h on est and g o o d  h earts  so m e  
b rin g  forth  th irty  fold  w hile o th e rs  b rin g  forth  a h un d red  fo ld . S o m e  
o f  G o d ’s ch ild ren  a re  re ta rd e d , o th e rs  a re  h igh ly  g ifte d . S o m e h a v e  a 
d e fe ctiv e  faith , so m e  a d e fe ctiv e  o b e d ie n ce , w h ich  m igh t b e a m is
tak en  v iew  o f  b a p tism . B u t still th ey  a re  C h ristian s if  th eir h e a rts  a re  
set upon fo llo w in g  C h ris t th e b est th ey  know  h o w . C am p b ell notes  
th at it is an ea sy  th in g  fo r th e su pp osed ly  "s tro n g "  o r  "p e rfe c t"  C h ris 
tians to pass ju d g m e n t u p on  th e w eak  and im m a tu re . M an y  a good  
m an  h as been m ista k e n , C am p b ell s a y s .

4. It is the im age o f  Christ that the Christian looks fo r  and loves.

C am p bell insists th at this d oes not co n sist in  b ein g  e x a c t  in a few  
ite m s, but in g e n e ra l d ev o tio n  to  th e  w h o le  tru th  as fa r  as k n o w n . 
W e  should not su b stitu te  o b e d ie n ce  to  on e co m m a n d  fo r  u n iv ersal o r  
g e n e ra l o b e d ie n ce , h e  s a y s . I f  h e  saw  o n e  w ho h ad  b een  on ly  sp rin 
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kled w h o w as m o re  sp iritu ally  m inded and m o re  g e n e ra lly  co n fo rm e d  
to  th e  lik en ess o f  C h ris t th an  o n e  d uly  im m e rse d , h e w ould b e in
clin ed  to  fa v o r  him  o r  h e r th e m o st, h e  v e n tu re d .

C am p b ell co n clu d ed  h is le tter to  h is L u n e n b u rg  re a d e r by o b s e rv 
ing th at b e ca u s e  o n e  m igh t b e e x cu se d  f ro m  e x a c t  o b e d ie n ce  to  a 
co m m a n d  th ro u g h  h o n est m isu n d erstan d in g  d o e s not e x c u s e  on e w ho  
u n d erstan d s w h at his duty  is . O ne w h o  trie s  to  u se  the in volu n tary  
m istak e  o f  an o th er to  ju stify  his ow n  w ilfu l n e g le c t o f  any co m m a n d 
m en t d o e s n ot h a v e  th e  S p irit o f  C h ris t.

T h e  re fo rm e r  re ce iv e d  a lot o f  n e g a tiv e  re sp o n se  to  the L u n e n 
b u rg  le tte r , w h ich  re fle cte d  a m o re  lib eral v ie w  o f  b aptism  in g en eral  
and re lig io n  in g e n e ra l . H e n oted  th at all th e  n e g a tiv e  re a c tio n  
p ro v e d  th at th ere  w e re  n o t m an y  C a m p b e llite s  after all! W h a t th ey  
saw  w as a c o m p ro m is e  o f  the d o c trin e  o f  b ap tism  by im m e rsio n , 
w h ile C am p b ell w as try in g  to avoid  w h at h e  ca lled  u ltra ism . T o o ,  
C am p b ell co u ld  not b rin g  h im se lf to  c o n clu d e  th at until h is p eop le  
ca m e  alo n g  th e re  w as no C h u rch  o f  C h ris t upon  e a rth , no C h ris tia n s , 
no k in gd om  o f  G od and that the p ro m ise  th at the g a te s  o f  hell w ould  
n e v e r p re v a il ag ain st th e ch u rch  had  fa ile d . " T h e re f o re , th e re  are  
C h ristia n s a m o n g  th e s e c ts ,"  h e told the siste r in  L u n e n b u rg .

T h e  fu ro r  o v e r  th is le tter lived o n . It id en tified  a stro n g  re a c tio n 
a ry  e le m e n t w ithin  th e  M o v e m e n t th at C a m p b e ll w as h ard ly  a w a re  o f . 
It w a s  th e b egin n in g  o f  th e e x c lu s iv ism  th at ev en tu ally  divided  the  
M o v e m e n t, not as lon g  as C am p b ell liv e d , b ut it b eg an  to b e a r its d e
s tru c tiv e  fru it so o n  a fte r  his d eath .

B u t it is th e  p rin cip le s  in this le tte r th a t m a tte r m o st o f  a ll. I f  w e  
co u ld  im p lem en t th em  into o u r th in k in g to d a y  th ey  w ould  g o  fa r  in 
lib eratin g  u s fro m  so m e  o f  o u r se lf -d e p riv a tio n .

—F ro m  R estoration Review

L .L . Pinkerton, e v a n g e lis t and c o lle g e  fo u n d e r: "I t  is m o re  im 
p o rta n t to  know  in whom  w e b elie v e  th an  w h at th e o rie s  w e  b e lie v e . 
C h ristia n ity  m e e ts  us f irs t , not as a th e o ry , n ot as a se rie s  o f  d o c 
tr in e s , n o t as truth  e x p re sse d  in sc ie n tific  fo rm u la s , but as a h isto ry  , 
a b io g ra p h y ‒ a  h isto ry  o f  a life  and a d e a th , o f  a b urial and a re s u r
re c tio n  . . . . "

" T h e  N ew  T e sta m e n t is not a c o d e  o f  c a s t-iro n  law s fo r  trem b lin g  
s la v e s ; but a ru le  o f  life  fo r  lovin g  ch ild re n "
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FRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, 
LEADERSHIP

G o r d o n  R .  L i n s c o t t

"C h ris tia n s  o n ly , but not th e  on ly  C h ris tia n s ."  Y e a rs  ag o  a little 
booklet by this title  w as published  b y the B ro a d w a y  C h u rch  o f  C h rist  
in L u b b o ck , T e x a s . It w a s  tran sla ted  into o th er lan gu ages and thou
sands o f  co p ie s  w e re  d istrib u ted . T h e  b o o k let d ep lo red  the e x is te n ce  
o f  d en o m in atio n s but a ck n o w led g ed  that th e re  a re  gen uine b eliev ers  
in such m a n -m a d e  o rg a n iz a tio n s . T h e  w rite r ap p ealed  to  his re a d e rs  
to b reak  a w a y  fro m  th eir unb ib lical o rg a n iz a tio n s  and be "C h ristian s  
o n ly ."  T h is  is , o f  c o u rs e , th e origin al th e m e  o f  th e  "R e sto ra tio n  
M o v em en t" o f  1 5 0  y e a rs  a g o . C h ristian s should  n ot, it w as sa id , be 
sep arated  b y  d en o m in atio n al cre e d s  and o rg a n iz a tio n a l w a lls . P re sb y 
te ria n s, B a p tis ts , M eth o d ists , e tc . w e re  u rg ed  to  g iv e  up th eir d istin c
tive n am es and d o ctrin e s  to  b e "C h ristia n s o n ly ."

W ith  a b eg in n in g  lik e th at, how  is it th at n ow  the C h u rch  o f  
C h ris t—h e ir o f  th e "R e s to ra tio n  M o v e m e n t"—h as estab lished  fo r itself  
a rep u tation  fo r  e x c lu s iv ism ?  " W e  a re  the o n ly  C h ris tia n s ."  W h e th e r  
intended o r  n o t, this is th e m e ssa g e  the g e n e ra l p ub lic is g e ttin g . It 
ce rta in ly  re p re se n ts  th e  thinking o f  a g re a t m an y  C h u rch  o f  C h rist  
m e m b e rs . T o  th o se  w h o a re  h app y in this ru t, I h a v e  nothing to  sa y . 
H o w e v e r , th e re  a re  so m e  co n g re g a tio n s  and a g o o d  m an y  individuals  
w ho w ou ld  c o n sid e r it a rro g a n t to  sa y , " W e  a re  T H E  C h u rc h ."  
T h e se  sh rin k  b a ck  fro m  co n sig n in g  to hell all w h o a re  n ot "o n e  o f  
u s ."

The Fellowship Dilemma

T h e re  a re  tw o  d a n g e rs  h e re , as indicated  by D avid  Gill in Interest 
M agazine: " W e  d a re  not b e unequally yoked  to g e th e r w ith u n b eliev
e rs , but w e  d a re  not b e unscripturally separated  fro m  real b e liev ers  
e ith e r ."  T h e  te m p ta tio n  is s tro n g  to  tak e th e  ea sy  ro u te  o f  o n e  e x 
tre m e  o r  th e o th e r . T o  av o id  the unequal y o k e , all you  h av e to do is 
to n a rro w  y o u r c ir c le  o f  fellow sh ip  to  the e x tre m e —"M e  and m y w ife , 
m y son  Jo h n  and his w ife ; w e  fo u r and no m o r e ."  O b v io u sly , m y  
c irc le  is to o  tig h t; id eally  it should include all th o se  w h o m  C h ris t has  
re ce iv e d  (R o m . 1 4 :3 0 )

T o  b e su re  th at I re c o g n iz e  all w ho h a v e  b een  re ce iv e d  b y the  
L o rd , I m igh t go  to  th e  o p p o site  e x tre m e  and re c e iv e  all w h o w e a r  
the "C h ris tia n "  la b e l. T h is  is th e ecu m en ical m o v e m e n t, and it is as 
w ro n g  as th e  c ir c le  th at is to o  sm a ll. I w ould  alm o st sa y  th at d raw in g  
the c ir c le  to o  la rg e  is w o rse  than  h avin g it to o  sm a ll, fo r  it b rin gs  
ab out a c o n g lo m e ra tio n  o f  sain ts and s in n ers , a  m ix tu re  o f  ligh t and  
d ark n e ss . T h is  is an a b h o rre n t thing to G o d , y e t I see  little co n ce rn
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ab o u t it. A  stran g e  th in g I see  is th is—so m e o f  th ose  ch u rch e s w ith  
th e  m o st re s tric tiv e  m em b ersh ip  p o lic ie s  do n ot scre e n  th eir ap p lican ts  
o n  th e b asis o f  w h eth er o r  n ot th ey  h a v e  b een  b o rn  a g a in . I f  you  a re  
in a g re e m e n t o n  c e rta in  k ey  d o c tr in e s , y o u ’ re  in—w h eth er y o u ’v e  
b een  to  C a lv a ry  o r  n o t. I f  y o u ’v e  had ce rta in  e x p e rie n ce s  ( e .g . ,  b ap 
tism , th e  g ift o f  to n g u e s), y o u ’ re  in , and th ey  n e v e r ask  if  y o u ’v e  
b een  re d e e m e d . If  y o u  ca su a lly  d ro p  th e n am es o f  a  few  b reth ren  
w h o a re  " in ,"  you  can  u su ally  rid e  in o n  th e ir  rep u tatio n , w h e th e r o r  
n o t y o u  know  the L o rd  o f  g lo r y . T h e  resu lt is a co n g re g a tio n  th at is 
both  u n scrip tu rally  sep arated  fro m  m an y  real b e lie v e rs  and uneq u ally  
y o k ed  w ith  u n b e lie v e rs -s p ir itu a l ch ao s!

T h is  is n ot to say  th a t th e  p ro b le m  o f  fellow sh ip  is a  sim p le on e  
w ith  n eat b la ck -a n d -w h ite  a n s w e rs . O n e -to -o n e  fello w sh ip  w ith a 
frien d  on  th e jo b  is n ot th e  sa m e  thing as inviting him  to  b rin g  a s e r 
m on  o n  Sun d ay m o rn in g . P e rh a p s  th e re  should  be no su ch  th in g as  
d iffe re n t d e g re e s  o r  d epths o f  fe llo w sh ip , but R o m an s 1 4 : 1  seem s to  
sa y  th at c ircu m sta n ce s  m ay  lim it o u r ab ility  to sh are  fre e ly  w ith  c e r 
ta in  o th e r b e lie v e rs . I b e lie v e  that th e re  is a "m in im u m " p o sitio n  
fro m  w h ich  fellow sh ip  m a y  b e e x p a n d e d .

David’s Church

W h e n  so m e o n e  ask s N ick  R u ssell (m issio n a ry  to  the W e s t Indies) 
ab o u t his ch u rch  affilia tio n , N ick  a n sw e rs , "I b elo n g  to  D a v id ’s 
c h u r c h ."  T h e n  h e tu rn s to  P sa lm  1 1 9 :6 3  and re a d s , "I am  a co m p a n 
ion o f  all th em  th at fe a r  th e e ."  C e rta in ly  th e re  is a kinship o f  spirit 
b etw een  "th e m  that fe a r  th e e ,"  e v e n  th ou gh  so m e  o f  th ese  a re  n ot y et 
b o rn  a g a in . In su ch  a re la tio n sh ip , th e b e lie v e r is a w a re  o f  th e need  
o f  his friend and h e u ses e v e ry  op p o rtu n ity  to  point h im  to th e L a m b  
o f  G o d . O n e thinks o f  P e te r  and C o rn e liu s  o r  Paul and the tw elv e  
m en  in E p h esu s (A c ts  1 9 ) .  W h e n  the o n ly  co m m o n  gro u n d  is a  c o n 
c e rn  fo r  spiritual re a lity , I b e lie v e  w e  should sh are  that m u ch , ev en  
w ith an  u n b e lie v e r.

T o  re c e iv e  o n e  as a  brother , o n e  w ho h as b een  p u rch a se d  o u t o f  
th e  earth  by the blood o f  Je su s  to  b e a w o rsh ip er o f  H is—this is quite  
a d ifferen t m a tte r . W e  h a v e  b een  con stitu ted  (b y  the H o ly  S p irit) on e  
b o d y , and w e are  o b lig ated  to  m aintain  th at u n ity . A n d  y e t , th ere  
m a y  b e re stric tio n s  o n  th e  sco p e  o f  o u r fe llo w sh ip . O ut o f  c o n s id e ra 
tio n  fo r  a b ro th e r’ s w e a k n e ss , o th e rs  m a y  need  to  e n g a g e  in th eir  
"d ou b tfu l d isp u tation " w h en  h e isn ’ t a ro u n d . T w o  b ro th e rs  w ho  
co u ld  fre e ly  sh a re  a steak  d in n er to g e th e r w ould  ch a n g e  th eir m en u  
w h en  eatin g  w ith a b ro th e r w h o se  co n s c ie n c e  did not p e rm it h im  to  
e a t m e a t. So fellow sh ip  m u st b e  fle x ib le ; T h e re  m u st b e  ro o m  fo r  
g iv e  and ta k e .
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R e ce iv in g  a b ro th e r into fello w sh ip  d o es n ot m ean  th at h e m ust 
(o r  ev en  sh ou ld ) be elevated  to  th e  p la ce  o f  a te a c h e r . T h e e id e rs  a re  
to a c t as a " f ilte r"  on the te a ch in g  that the co n g re g a tio n  re c e iv e s . A  
m is-tau g h t, self-ap p oin ted  " te a c h e r"  should certa in ly  b e p rev en ted  
fro m  lead in g th e  ch u rch  a s t r a y -b u t  this d oes n ot m ean  that h e  should  
be p u t o u t o f  fellow sh ip  (u n less h e  g o e s  arou n d  try in g  to  c re a te  a fa c 
tio n ). Should e x co m m u n ica tio n  o f  an  u nruly  C h ristian  b e n e c e s s a ry ,  
w e a re  still co m m an d ed  to "co u n t h im  not as an  e n e m y , but ad m on ish  
him  as a b ro th e r"  (2  T h e s . 3 : 1 5 ) .

No Schism

It is G o d ’ s d esig n  "th at th e re  sh ould  be no sch ism  in the b o d y " (1  
C o r . 1 2 :2 5 ) .  T h e  w ord  "sc h is m " sp eaks o f  a ren t o r  a rip , ra th e r  
than an  op en  d iv ision  o r  b reak in g  a w a y . N o te  that it is "sch ism  in th e  
b o d y ,"  not "from  th e  b o d y ."  T h e  fo rm a tio n  o f  c liq u es—fo r w h a te v e r  
r e a s o n -e n c o u r a g e s  cliq u e m e m b e rs  to d raw  a w a y  fro m  o th e r b e lie v 
e rs , to  so m e d e g re e . T h is pulling a w a y  (o r  sch ism ) is like th e re n t in  
a g a rm e n t; it sp oils the g a rm e n t w ith ou t d e stro y in g  it. H o w e v e r , in  
real life th e  b re a ch  b etw een  b reth re n  ten d s to  con tin u e to  w iden  until 
th e re  is co m p le te  d ivision  w ith no fellow sh ip  b etw een  the tw o  p a rtie s . 
A dd ju st a little a rro g a n c e  and so o n  o n e  g ro u p  is tellin g  th e o th e r , 
" W e  a re  T H E  c h u rc h . W e  a re  the o n ly  C h ris tia n s ."

T h is is an  ag e-o ld  p ro b le m , and I d o n ’t p reten d  to  h a v e  a fo rm u la  
th at w ill put an end to it. A b eg in n in g  point fo r any on e o f  us m igh t 
be an aw ak en in g  to and a sh arin g  o f  th e  c o n c e rn  o f  the L o rd  Je su s  in  
H is p ra y e r  o f  Jo h n  1 7 . Im m ed iate ly  b e fo re  H im  loom ed  th e  c ro s s ,  
but H e  p ray ed  fo r H is ow n  ra th e r th an  fo r  H im se lf. A nd o f  all th e  
th in gs H e m igh t h av e asked fo r  u s , o n e  need w as evid en tly  o u r g re a t-  
e s t‒ th at w e m igh t b e  o n e . B ro th e r , s is te r, let th at fa c t  sink into y o u r  
h e a rt.

THOUGHT-PROVOKERS
From Restoration Movement Later Leaders

D av id  L ip s c o m b , a lead in g e d ito r : "W o rld ly  p o sse ssio n s, h o n 
o r s , [an d ] resp on sib ilities a b o v e  a m o d e st c o m p e te n ce  steal th e  tim e , 
w e a n  th e a ffe ctio n s , and h in d er s e rv ic e  to  G o d . D o n ’t seek  th e rich  
and h o n o rab le  to  p re a ch  to , but p re a ch  to  th e  p o o r , the n e g le cte d , the  
d e g ra d e d , and if  you  live p o o r , y o u  w ill b e o n e  o f  the w o rld ’ s tru e  
h e ro e s  and H e a v e n ’ s cro w n ed  v ic to r s . C h ris t ca m e  to sav e  th e lo st, 
en ligh ten  the ig n o ran t, to  lift up the d o w n -tro d d e n , the o ff c a s t , the  
o u tc a s t ."

J a m e s  A . H a r d in g , o u tstan d in g  e v an g elist and e d u ca to r: "I b e 
lie v e  th at ‘se cta ria n  te a ch in g ’ is w ick e d  and th at it can n o t but h a v e  a
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bad e ffe c t o n  e v e ry  o n e  w ho re c e iv e s  it and is in flu en ced  by it. B u t 
w h en  B a p tis t, M e th o d ist, P re sb y te ria n , o r  an y  m an  o f  an y faith , 
te a ch e s  G o d ’ s w o rd , th at is not ‘ s e c ta ria n  te a c h in g .’ G o d ’ s truth  is 
d iv in e  te a ch in g , no m a tte r fro m  w h o m  it c o m e s . A t m an y  poin ts  
m in isters  o f  th e  d iffe re n t d en om in ation s p re a ch  G o d ’ s tru th  w ith g re a t  
sim p licity  and p o w e r, and h e w ho say s th ey  do n ot is a  m ise ra b le  s e c 
ta ria n  h i m s e l f .  . . . "

T .B . Larim ore, ou tstan d in g  e v a n g e list and e d u c a to r : "I p ro p o se  
n e v e r to  stand identified  w ith on e sp e cia l w in g , b ra n ch  o r  p a rty  o f  the  
c h u rc h . M y  aim  is to  p re a ch  th e g o sp e l, do the w o rk  o f  an  e v a n g e l
ist, te a ch  G o d ’ s ch ild re n  h ow  to  liv e , an d , as lon g as I d o  liv e , to  live  
a s  n e a rly  an  ab so lu te ly  p e rfe c t life as p o ss ib le ."

B .A .  H in s d a le , p re a c h e r  and p resid en t o f  H ira m  C o lle g e , O h io , 
re g a rd in g  tra d itio n : "C a lle d  in fallib le , trad itio n  is a  d ead ly  th in g .
L o o k e d  u p on  as h u m an  but co n stan tly  d efe rre d  to and v e n e ra te d , it is 
a b a rrie r  to  p ro g re s s . R e sp e cte d  but th o ro u g h ly  d iscu sse d  and ca lm ly  
w e ig h e d , it is a  s o u rc e  o f  both  b eau ty  and s tre n g th .

" W e  m u st re sp e c t th e  h isto rica l d ev elo p m en t o f  d o c tr in e s , institu
tio n s and s o c ie tie s . [O th e rw ise ] both  th e  individual m a n  and the hu
m an  r a c e  m u st b egin  its m en tal e x is te n ce  an ew  e v e ry  d a y ."

Isaac Errett, a lead in g  e d ito r , had a son  w h o stu d ied  in F ra n c e  
and w a s  m u rd ered  th e re . N o t lon g  a fte r , an sw erin g  a w o m a n  w h o se  
ch ild ren  had  d ied , E r r e t t  w ro te : " W e  ca n n o t p re su m e  to  in terp ret the  
d esig n s o f  p ro v id e n c e . T h e  even ts o f  life  a re  so fa r -re a c h in g , and  
h a v e  so  m an y  p o ssib le  ra m ifica tio n s , and w e a re  so  lim ited  in o u r  
k n o w le d g e , th at it w ou ld  b e  p resu m p tu o u s to  attem p t to  say  w h y this  
o r  th at ev en t is a llo w e d  to  o c c u r . T h e re  a re  p ain fu l and p e rp le x in g  
m y ste rie s  w h ich  m a y  n e v e r b e exp lain ed  to  u s . W e  m u st tru st o u r  
F a th e r ’s hand to  lead  us in w ay s th at w e  know  not o f , and w ait until, 
in o u r  im m o rta l m an h o o d  w e ca n  look  and tra c e  th e w a y  b y  w h ich  w e  
w e re  led  . . . ."

R .H . Boll, ou tstan d in g  p re a ch e r  and ed ito r: "T h a t d iffe re n ce s  o f  
v ie w s  and d o ctrin e s  sh ould  e x is t in th e ch u rch  o f  th e  L o rd  is not 
s tra n g e . N o r  is it in itse lf  b a d . W h e n  fre e  b re th re n  stu d y G o d ’ s 
w o rd  in d epen d en tly  it is to  b e e x p e cte d  th at o n  o n e  p o in t and an o th er  
th e y  w ill a rr iv e  at d iffe re n t c o n clu s io n s . W h e re  b ro th e rly  lo v e  ru le s , 
th ese  d ifferen t v ie w s and th e d iscu ssio n s that fo llo w , a re  m u tu ally  
h elp fu l. W h e re  m o tiv e s  o th e r than lo v e  c o n tro l , d iffe re n ce s  resu lt in 
d isse n sio n , s trife , b itte rn e ss , se c ta ria n  p arties  and p a rtisa n  h a te . T h e  
b lam e in su ch  a c a s e , h o w e v e r , d o es not re s t on  th e  d iffe re n ce s  th e m 
s e lv e s , but o n  the sp irit and attitude o f  th o se  w h o d iffe r . T h e  w ro n g  
co m e s  in w h en  lines a re  d ra w n , w h en  b reth ren  a re  b ra n d e d , o s tra 
c iz e d , d isfe llo w sh ip p e d ."
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HOLY MYSTERIES
C . Leonard Allen

T h e  m o d est au d ien ce  in th e  sm all B e th a n y  ch u rch  building o n  that 
Sun d ay m o rn in g  in 1 8 4 8  w aited  e a g e rly  as D r . R o b e rt R ich a rd so n  
ro s e  fro m  h is seat, w alk ed  s lo w ly  to  th e  com m u n ion  ta b le , then  
tu rn ed  to fa c e  th e c o n g re g a tio n .

A le x a n d e r C am p b ell had  ju s t d e liv e re d  th e  m orn in g  s e rm o n , as 
u su al. B u t now  the a u d ie n ce  aw aited  a sp ecia l tre a t‒ a co m m u n io n  
m ed itation  fro m  D r . R ic h a rd s o n . T h e se  m e d ita tio n s, d eliv e re d  fro m  
tim e  to  tim e  o v e r  the y e a rs , w e re  m e m o ra b le  even ts and th e B eth an y  
C h u rch  o f  C h r is t -m a d e  up m o stly  o f  students and fa c u lty —e a g e rly  
an ticip ated  th e m .

T h e  d o c to r  stood fa c in g  the co n g re g a tio n  fo r se v e ra l m o m e n ts . 
T h e re  w as u tter s ile n ce . H e  w as a th in , d ign ified  m an stan d in g so m e 
w h at ta lle r  th an  M r. C a m p b e ll.

"H o w  truly  in co m p reh en sib le  and b e y o n d  co m p a riso n  is th e lo v e  
o f  G od fo r  m a n !"  H e b e g a n  in his h ig h -p itch ed  re tice n t v o ic e . " In 
scru ta b le  as his w a y s , u n se a rch a b le  as h is ju d g m e n ts , d eep  as th e e x 
h au stless m in es o f  his w isd o m  and k n o w le d g e , his lo v e  b u t p artak es  
o f  the infinitude o f  his n a tu re ."  H e  p aused  slig h tly . " H o w , th e n , ca n  
w e  h o p e  to  fath om  its d e p th s , to  e stim ate  its v a lu e , o r  to  re a liz e  its 
p o w e r !"

R ich a rd so n  sp oke fu rth e r o f  th e  m ag n itu d e  o f  th at lo v e  and o f  
h ow  w e a k  and sm all se e m  o u r n ob lest e ffo rts  in c o m p a ris o n . "B u t, 
a la s! h ow  shall m an re tu rn  a lo v e  o f  w h ich  h e  ca n  n ot e v e n  ad e
q u ately  c o n c e iv e ? "  he a sk e d . " It is as high  as h e a v e n ; it is v a st as 
th e u n iv e rse ! H ow  can  h e  attain  to  it? H o w  ca n  he co m p a ss  it? "

T h e se  e x cla m a tio n s  and q u estion s p oin t to  th e h e a rt o f  th e  sp iri
tual life  as R ich ard so n  c o n c e iv e d  it. "T r u e  re lig io n " m ean t en terin g  
into sp iritu al union w ith  G o d . It m ean t co n tem p latin g  th e divin e  
g lo ry  and th e  "e v e r-o p e n in g  m y ste rie s  o f  re d e e m in g  lo v e ."  It m ean t 
allo w in g  o n e se lf  to  b e re n o v a te d  into a liv in g  tem p le  fo r  th e  H oly  
S p irit.

T h ro u g h o u t his life  R ich a rd so n  ad d ressed  th ese  th em es w ith  a 
quiet p assio n  and e lo q u e n ce . In a tim e  w h en  d o ctrin a l, p o le m ica l and  
o rg a n iz a tio n a l m atters  p re o ccu p ie d  the m o v e m e n t, he rem ain ed  a p e r-  
sisten t‒ at tim es alm ost so lita ry —a d v o ca te  o f  d e e p e r , r ic h e r  sp iritu al
ity . It w as h e re , h e fe lt, th at th e  m o v e m e n t w as m o st la c k in g . In 
1 8 4 2  h e  n o ted , fo r e x a m p le , " a  dull insensibility  in re sp e c t to  spiritual
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th in g s, w h ich  se e m s to  arise  fro m  an ig n o ra n ce  o f  th e re  b ein g  any  
su ch  thing as a tru e  and sp iritu al union w ith G od  and C h r is t ."

A  few  o th e r v o ic e s  had ra ised  su ch  c o n ce rn s  b e fo re  h im . Jo h n  
R o g e rs  o f  C a r lis le , K e n tu ck y , fo r  e x a m p le , had w ritte n  to  C am p b ell  
in 1 8 3 4 , noting th at "m a n y  o f  u s , in running a w a y  fro m  the e x tre m e  
o f  en th usiasm  [ i .e . ,  fa n a tic is m ], h a v e , on  th e o th e r h an d , p assed  the  
te m p e ra te  z o n e , and g o n e  fa r  into the fro z e n  re g io n s ."  "T h e re  is , in 
to o  m an y  c h u r c h e s ,"  h e  ad d ed , "a  co ld -h e a rte d , life less fo rm a lity , 
th at fre e z e s  th e  e n e rg ie s ."

A n d  C am p b ell h im se lf, o n  a few  o c c a s io n s , co u ld  ra ise  su ch  c o n 
c e rn s . R e lig io n  c e rta in ly  w as an in tellectu al m a tte r , h e w ro te  in 
1 8 3 7 ,  "b u t re lig io n  d w ellin g  in the h e a rt, ro o te d  in th e feelin gs and  
a ffe c tio n s , is a  liv in g , a c tiv e  and real e x is te n c e ."  T h is is w h at fills  
th e  soul w ith d iv in e life . "T h is  is re lig io n ,"  h e c o n clu d e d ; "a ll the  
re s t is m a c h in e r y ."

R ich a rd so n  p ick ed  up su ch  c o n c e rn  and m a d e  it a  life -lo n g  fo cu s . 
H is w ritin gs reso u n d  w ith the ca ll to  th e sp iritu al life . B u t n o w h e re  is 
his v isio n  o f  th at life  m o re  p o w erfu l and eloq u en t th an  in his m an y  
co m m u n io n  m ed itation s d eliv e re d  to  the B eth an y  c h u rc h .

J .W .  M c G a rv e y  w as a stu d en t at B eth an y  C o lle g e  in 1 8 4 7 -4 8  and  
h eard  m an y  o f  th e m . "T h e  rich e s t s e rv ice  o f  a l l , "  h e la ter w ro te , 
"w a s  w hen they had a se rm o n  b y M r. C am p b ell fo llo w ed  by D r. 
R ich a rd so n  in a f iv e - o r  ten -m in u te  talk at th e  L o r d ’ s ta b le ."  T h e se  
talks w e re  g e m s o f  b e a u ty , he sa id .

B e tw e e n  1 8 4 7  and 1 8 5 0  R ich a rd so n  published  a  se rie s  o f  the talks 
in th e M illennial H arbinger u n d er th e title "C o m m u n in g s  in the S a n c
tu a ry ."  L a te r , a t th e u rg in g  o f  M cG a rv e y  and o th e rs , h e co lle cte d  
tw e n ty -fo u r o f  th em  into a sm all b o o k  o f  the sa m e  title . T h a t b ook  
re m a in s th e first and g re a te s t o f  the d evotion al b o o k s w ritten  in the  
m o v e m e n t.

A t th e h e a rt o f  the b ook  lies a co n stan t se n se  o f  th e aw eso m e  
m y ste ry  o f  th ings h um an  and th in gs d iv in e. T h re e  th em es p re d o m i
n a te .

(1 )  The mystery o f  the holy. In R ich a rd so n ’ s v ie w , re co g n itio n  o f  
th e  d ivin e m y ste ry  is fu n dam ental to  C h ristian  fa ith . F a r  fro m  hin
d erin g  o n e ’ s v isio n  o r  o b stru ctin g  o n e ’ s spiritual p ro g re s s , the r e c o g 
n ition  o f  m y ste ry  b rin g s " tru e r  and n o b le r"  v ie w s o f  G o d . "In  
p ro p o rtio n  as th e m y ste rie s  p resen ted  to us d e e p e n , they approach  
n earer to God,"  R ich a rd so n  sa id . "H e  is th e  g re a t m y ste ry  o f  m y s-
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te rie s , and w e d raw  n e a re r  to H im  as w e  ap p roach  th e veil th at co n 
ceals  h is in n er te m p le ."

In p oin tin g  to  th e m y ste rie s  o f  fa ith , R ich a rd so n  did n o t c a s t o u t 
re a so n . T h e  C h ristia n  faith  co n tain s  in tellectu al d ep th s , to  b e  su re ,  
and th e m ind seeks to  p lum b th e m . R e a so n  esp ecia lly  p lays an  im p o r
tan t ro le  in th e "p re lim in a ry  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e facts  and ev id e n ce s  o f  
th e g o s p e l."  B u t re a s o n ’ s p o w e r is sh arp ly  lim ited . It sim ply  can n o t  
p urify  th e h e a rt and b rin g  h um an  p assio n s u nd er c o n tro l . O n ly the  
gosp el ca n  d o  th a t. In  p u rify in g  and tra n sfo rm in g  the h e a rt th e gosp el  
re v e a ls  its g re a te s t p o w e r  and p ro fo u n d est m y s te r ie s -h e r e  o n e  finds 
that "a  ’ d e e p e r d e e p ’ sp eed ily  exh au sts  th e  plum b line o f  re a so n  and  
p h ilo so p h y ."

(2 )  The mystery o f  C hrist’s atoning death. B e ca u se  R ich a rd so n  
p rep ared  th e se  talks fo r  th e  co m m u n io n  s e rv ic e , th ey  in v ariab ly  ce n 
tered  in C h r is t ’s d e a th . T h o u g h  th e  co m in g  o f  C h ris t into the w orld  
w as a g re a t  m y ste ry , h e  sa id , "h o w  m u ch  g re a te r  the mystery o f  his 
death! W h a t new  and w on d erfu l d ev elo p m en ts it g iv e s  o f  th e divin e  
c h a ra c te r ! W h a t startlin g  th ou gh ts it su g g ests  o f  th ings in v isib le !"

So in scru tab le  w a s  th e  m y ste ry  o f  th e  ato n em en t, m an y  p re a ch e rs  
in th e m o v e m e n t th o u g h t, th at d w ellin g  o n  it o r  try in g  to  e x p lo re  it 
yielded  little p ro fit. O n e did  b etter to  a ffirm  the sim ple h is to rica l fa c ts , 
then  tu rn  to m o re  p ra c tic a l  and u n d erstan d ab le m a tte rs—like w h at p e o 
ple m u st do to  b e sa v e d .

R ich a rd so n  th ou gh t o th e rw is e . T o  him  the even ts o f  J e s u s ’ death  
w e re  "tra n sce n d e n t fa c ts "  full o f  m ean in g  and m y s te ry . B y  fix in g  
o n e ’ s e y e s  th e re , tro u b led  c o n sc ie n ce s  and rough d esires  w e re  stilled  
by th e "p o te n t ch a rm  o f  J e s u s ’ lo v e ."  B y  en terin g  its d ark  p la ce s  and  
e x p lo rin g  its d eep s tim e  and ag ain  o n e  g rew  e v e r m o re  cap tiv ated  b y  
h oly  th in gs and h ig h e r lo v e s . In d eed , in co n tem p latin g  su ch  m y ste r
ies , o n e  c a m e  to  "s e e  m o re  o f  G od  than an g els  knew  b e fo re !"

(3 )  The mystery o f  union with G od and Christ. In R ic h a rd s o n ’ s 
v iew  th e  C h ristian  faith  w as not "a  m e re  sy stem  o f  sa lv a tio n  fro m  
s i n, "  w ith  the c ro s s  b ein g  o n e  p a rt o f  th at sy s te m . N eith er w as Je s u s ’ 
death  sim p ly  a re m o v a l o f  s in ’s p en alties . Its p u rp o se  ra th e r w as "to  
e ffe c t a renovation‒ a  regeneration  o f  th e so u l."

M an y b e lie v e rs , h e  th o u g h t, v iew  red em p tion  as a kind o f  c o m 
m od ity  "w h ich  th ey  m a y  o b tain  upon  c e rta in  te rm s , o f  w h ich  th e  m in
isters o f  the G osp el a re  su pp osed  to  b e the n e g o tia to rs ."  B ut 
red em p tio n  is no n e g o tia b le  c o m m o d ity . R a th e r , it in v o lv es nothing  
less th an  a  tra n sfo rm in g  union  w ith  G od  and C h rist th ro u g h  th e H o ly  
S p irit.
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T h is u n io n  is o n e  o f  fa ith ’ s g re a t m y s te rie s . T h ro u g h  it th e  b e
lie v e r d e v e lo p s  en tire ly  n ew  sp iritu al se n sib ilitie s . A s  th o se  sen ses  
a re  cu ltiv a te d , th e  b e lie v e r g ro w s  "a s  fully  a liv e  to  th e th in gs o f  the  
sp iritu al w o rld , as is th e n atu ral m an to  th e th in gs o f  th e natural 
w o rld ."  H e  d e v e lo p s  " a  fello w sh ip  w ith sp iritu al e x is te n ce s  and o b 
je c ts  o f  w h o se  v e ry  e x is te n c e  h e  w a s  fo rm e rly  w h o lly  u n c o n s c io u s ."  
In  a w o rd , th e  b e lie v e r b e co m e s  fit fo r life  in h e a v e n  w ith  G o d .

S tan d in g b ehind  the co m m u n io n  tab le  o n  th at S u n d ay  m o rn in g  in 
1 8 4 8  D r . R ic h a rd s o n  b ro u g h t his talk  to  a c lo s e . "H o w  shall m an re 
tu rn  a lo v e  o f  w h ich  he ca n  n ot ev en  a d e q u a te ly  c o n c e iv e ? "  h e  had  
ask ed .

"O h ! h o w  jo y fu l th e  re f le c tio n ,"  h e n ow  a n s w e re d , " th a t h o w e v e r  
w eak  o u r p o w e rs , h o w e v e r im p e rfe ct o u r e ffo rts , the D iv in e  C o m 
fo rte r  can  sh ed  ab ro a d  th e  lo v e  o f  G od in o u r  h e a rts , e n la rg e  o u r c a 
p a c itie s , tra n sfo rm  all o u r fe eb le  n atu re , and re n d e r us p a rta k e rs  o f  
th e  divin e fu lln e s s ."

In fro n t o f  h im  the tab le  w as sp read  and re a d y . H e  look ed  dow n  
at it fo r a m o m e n t th en  b a ck  to  th e a u d ie n ce .

"In scru ta b le  and su blim e m y s te ry ,"  h e  e x c la im e d , his v o ic e  tre m 
b lin g  slig h tly , th at "th e  g lo rio u s B e in g , o f  w h o m  o u r u nequal p o w ers  
ca n  fo rm  no ad eq u ate  co n ce p tio n , and w h o se  g lo ry  fills both  earth  
and h e a v e n , c a n  y e t find a  d w ellin g  p la ce  in th e  h u m an  h e a r t!"

D r . R ich a rd so n  tu rn ed  and w alked  q u ick ly  b a ck  to  his seat. 
S e rv e rs  c a m e  fo rw a rd  and th e co n g re g a tio n  co m m u n e d  to g e th e r, 
sh arin g  th e s a c re d  em b lem s o f  d ivin e su fferin g  and g lo ry .

[Reprinted by permission of the publisher from Distant Voices: 
Discovering a Forgotten Past fo r a Changing Church (Abilene 
Christian University Press, Copyright 1993)]

G .C .  Brewer, ou tstan d in g  p re a ch e r : " T o  tru st a  plan  [o f  sa lv a 
tion] is to  e x p e c t  to  sa v e  y o u rs e lf  by y o u r o w n  w o rk s . T h a t is all 
w ro n g , b re th re n ! W e  h av e  a Savior w h o sa v e s  u s . W e  th ro w  o u r
se lv es upon H is m e r c y , put o u r c a s e  in H is h a n d s, and su b m it g lad ly  
and h um bly  to  H is w ill. T h a t is o u r h ope and o u r o n ly  h o p e ."
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NEITHER L EGALIST 
NOR L I BERAL

E d w a r d  F u d g e

A  le tte r w h ich  c a m e  a few  m on th s b a ck  fro m  a d ev o u t "m issio n 
a ry "  b ro th e r o n  an o th e r co n tin en t ra ised  q u estion s w h ich  o ccu p y  the  
m inds o f  m a n y  d ev o u t and earn est tru th -se e k e rs  am o n g  u s . In sh o rt, 
this b ro th e r e x p re sse d  c o n c e rn  th at, w h ile  em p h asiz in g  Je s u s , w e not 
d isp a ra g e  his te a ch in g  o r  " d o c tr in e ."  A nd h e w anted  to  be su re  th at, 
in a v o id in g  and d e p lo rin g  c e rta in  p o o r ju d g m e n ta l and se lf-rig h te o u s  
attitu d es, w e  n o t fail to  m ain tain  the "d is tin ctiv e n e ss"  and "id en tity "  
w h ich  o u g h t to  m ark  o u t faithful fo llo w e rs  o f  Je s u s . G ra c e  d oes not 
w o rk  a g a in st sou nd  d o c tr in e , th e b ro th e r o b s e rv e d , and faith  can n o t  
be d iv o rc e d  fro m  fa ith fu ln ess .

B e c a u s e  his c o n c e rn s  a re  leg itim ate  and co m m o n  to m a n y  w ho  
a re  learn in g  to  g iv e  Je su s  his p ro p e r p la c e  o f  p re e m in e n ce , I sh are  m y  
re sp o n se  to  th is b ro th e r ’ s le tte r, fo r w h a te v e r v a lu e  it m igh t b e  to  
o th e r fe llo w  s e e k e rs -a f te r-tru th .

D e a r _______________________ ,

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  tak in g tim e  to w rite  and e x p re ss  y o u r th o u g h ts. 
Y o u  ce rta in ly  a re  c o r r e c t  th at it is p o ssib le  fo r  o n e  to  u se  Je su s  as an  
e x c u s e  fo r  ig n o rin g  o r  d o w n p lay in g  "so u n d  d o ctrin e "  ("h e a lth y  te a c h 
in g" is th e  m o d e rn  tra n sla tio n  o f  the G re e k  w o rd s, o f  c o u rs e ) , and  
th at is w ro n g .

M y  e x h o rta tio n s  h a v e  to  do ra th e r w ith  u sin g  Je su s  as a sm o k e  
scre e n  fo r  h u m an  in fe re n ce s  and d ed u ctio n s w h ich  not on ly  a re  not 
tau g h t e ith e r by an y o f  h is f irs t-ce n tu ry  m e n , i .e . ,  the ap ostles and  
p ro p h ets w h o se  w ritin g s re m a in  in S c rip tu re . I find it in terestin g  to  
co m p a re  th e  kind o f  c o n c e rn s  o u r m o v e m e n t h as em p h asized , d ebated  
and d iv id ed  o v e r , on  the o n e  h an d , w ith  th e  kind o f  co n ce rn s  w h ich  
a re  a d d ressed  as issu es o f  u rg e n c y  in th e N e w  T e sta m e n t itse lf . F o r  
N ew  T e sta m e n t w rite rs , th e su b jects  w h ich  aro u sed  f e r v o r—e ith er fo r  
e x h o rta tio n , re b u k e , w arn in g  o r  in s tr u c t io n -a r e  th o se  w h ich  deal 
w ith (1 )  th e  p e rso n  o f  Je s u s , (2 )  th e m issio n /m in is try /a cco m p lish m e n t  
o f  Je s u s , (3 )  o r  th e g o d ly  life  to w h ich  Je s u s  ca lls  th o se  w ho in re p e n 
ta n ce  and faith  c o m e  to  re ly  o n  H im  as S a v io r  and L o r d . I h a v e  read  
th ro u g h  th e en tire  N ew  T e sta m e n t w ith th is in  m in d , m ak in g a list o f  
e v e ry  p a ssa g e  co n ta in in g  a w a rn in g , e x h o rta tio n  o r  in stru ction  ab out 
"fa lse  te a c h in g "  o r  "fa ls e  te a c h e rs /p ro p h e ts "  (n o t o n ly  u sin g  th ose  
w o rd s b u t a lso  th e id eas) and th ese  a re  th e  ca te g o rie s  into w h ich  the  
m a te ria l fa lls .
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O n th e o th e r h an d , h ow  m an y d e b a te s , d iv ision s and serm o n s  
h av e  w e had o n  th o s e  to p ics?  N o t m a n y . W e  h a v e , h o w e v e r , d ebated  
and divided o v e r  su b jects  ab out w h ich  n eith er Je s u s  n o r the ap ostles  
e v e r spoke a w o rd , o r  o v e r  th o se  ab out w h ich  th ey  said  so m eth in g  but 
about w h ich  th ey  did  n o t b e co m e  p a rticu la rly  e x e rc is e d  so  as ev en  to  
co m m a n d , e x h o rt  o r  w arn  th eir re a d e rs . I do n o t need  to  m ak e a list, 
as it is fairly  o b v io u s  to  an y th ou ghtfu l p e rso n  su ch  as y o u rse lf .

A g ain  I w ou ld  stre ss  that "so u n d  d o c tr in e ,"  fro m  a N ew  T e s ta 
m en t p e rsp e ctiv e  is th at tea ch in g  w h ich  p ro m o te s  h ealth y  C h ristian s  
and h ealth y  sp iritu al life  and g ro w th . F irs t  T im o th y  6 :2 - 5  is a  fine  
p a ssa g e  alo n g  th at lin e , as it co n tra sts  te a ch in g  w h ich  resu lts in w ra n 
g lin g , frictio n  and d e b a te  w ith th at go o d  te a ch in g  w h ich  lead s to  love  
and clean  c o n s c ie n c e s  and g o o d  w o rk s (s e e  1 T im . 1 :3 - 5 ) .  J e s u s ’ 
ow n  ad m on ition  c o m e s  to  m ind a lso , that w e  te st th e  fruit to  d e te r
m in e the q uality  o f  th e  tre e  (M a tt. 7 :1 5 - 2 0 ) .

O f  co u rse  w e  m u st em p h asize  w h at Je su s  ta u g h t. A nd I am  quite  
as su re  that w e  sh ould  b e  co n ce rn e d  g re a tly  w ith  w h at th e  ap ostles  
tau g h t. W h a t g iv e s  m e p ro b lem s is the freq u en t c o n c e rn  w ith w hat 
19th and 2 0 th  c e n tu ry  "re s to ra tio n  m o v e m e n t"  p re a c h e rs  h a v e  tau gh t, 
based often  on  p ro o f  te x ts  g ath e re d  o u t o f  c o n te x t and quite w ithout 
reg ard  to  w h at e ith e r Je su s  o r  th e  ap ostles e v e r  sa id . I sim p ly  u rg e  
you  to  co n sid er th at fo r  y o u rse lf  and d raw  y o u r o w n  c o n clu s io n s .

‘The Lord’s Church’ And Its ‘M arks’

I f  w e a ssu m e  th at th e "m a rk s "  o f  the tru e  ch u rch  a re  th ose  w h ich  
w e and o u r re c e n t ( 1 5 0  y e a rs ) p re d e ce sso rs  h a v e  o u tlin ed , w e  will 
re a ch  certa in  a ssu m p tio n s. I f  w e  a ssu m e , h o w e v e r , th at the "m a rk s"  
w h ich  cou nt a re  th o se  n oted  in S crip tu re , su ch  a s  in P h ilip p ian s 3 :3  
( 1 .  w orship  G od  in th e  S p irit; 2 .  g lo ry  in Je su s  C h ris t; 3 .  Put no 
co n fid en ce  in th e  f le s h ), then w e  re a ch  o th er co n clu sio n s  and p resu p 
p o sitio n s. S o m e h o w  o u r "m a rk s "  a re  u sually  e x te rn a l , co n ce rn  tim e 
w o rn  d istin ction s a m o n g  C h ristian s o v e r  the ce n tu rie s , a re  fa irly  easy  
to m e asu re  up to , and on  w h ich  w e m ak e an ou tstan d in g  g ra d e  al
re a d y .

T h e re  a re  o th e r "re s to ra tio n "  m o v em en ts  th an  o u r o w n  w h ich  
h av e  d isco v e re d  o th e r  "m a rk s "  o f  th e "tru e  c h u rc h "  in the B ib le . 
T h ey  also  tak e  v e rs e s  h e re  and th e re , u sually  w ith ou t re g a rd  to  co n 
te x t , cu ltu re  and so  fo r th , and th ey  also  m ak e  a g o o d  g ra d e  using  
th eir list, a lthou gh  by th eir m e a su re  w e so m e tim e s c o m e  up sh o rt. 
W h a t w e all need  to  do is to  re a d  the B ib le‒ b o o k  by b ook  and ch a p 
te r by ch a p te r—to  se e  w h at it a ctu a lly  is sa y in g , in c o n te x t, d raw in g  
ou t its line o f  th o u g h t and re a so n in g  and u se  o f  O ld T e sta m e n t S crip 
tu re . W h en  w e  do th is , w e  h e a r  th e teach in g  o f  the ap o stles and N ew
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T e sta m e n t a u th o rs , and learn  w h at w e  should  o u rse lv e s  te a ch  and d o . 
In so fa r  as m u ch  o f  o u r trad ition al p re a ch in g  and tea ch in g  has not 
b e e n  d e riv e d  in this fa sh io n , w e  h a v e  sim p ly  been  w ro n g  and o u g h t to  
seek  c o rr e c tio n .

" T h e  L o r d ’ s c h u rc h "  is that g re a t  u n iv ersal b o d y  o f  individuals  
fro m  P e n te c o s t until th e end o f  th e a g e  w h o  a re  in union w ith Je su s  
C h r is t . W h o e v e r is sav ed  is p art o f  it . S crip tu re  is quite c le a r  th at 
" th e  L o rd  k now s th o se  w h o a re  h is ,"  e v e n  th ou gh  th e c le a r  im p lica 
tion  is th at no o n e  o f  us d o e s (2  T im . 2 : 1 9 ) .

W e  so m e tim e s h a v e  p layed  a cru e l tr ic k  in th e  w ay  w e talk  ab out 
th e  " o n e  tru e  c h u r c h ,"  I b e lie v e , w h ich  g o e s  like th is . W e  p ro v e  
fro m  S c rip tu re  that th e re  is but o n e  b od y  o r  ch u rch  and that Je su s  is 
its S a v io r . T h a t, o f  c o u rs e , is tru e  (E p h e sia n s  1 :2 2 - 2 3 ;  C o lo ssia n s  
1 :1 8 ) .  T h e n  w e , in e ffe c t , p ick  up th e  Y e llo w  P a g e s  and ask , "B u t  
w h ich  o n e  is th a t?"

T h e  fa c t , o f  co u rse  is that such  s e c ta ria n ism  has b een  a ta rg e t o f  
Je su s  and his faithful p eop le  sin ce  the firs t ce n tu ry , w h eth er it has  
b een  fou n d  am on g the P h a rise e s , th e sc r ib e s , the E sse n e s , the  
Je ru s a le m ite  legalists in G alatian s 2  and A cts  1 5 , o r  th e gn o stic  typ es  
refu ted  in Jo h n ’ s ep istle s .

H o w  m u ch  b etter to  n ote  th at th e  L o rd  h as o n e  tru e  ch u rch  (a s 
se m b ly , g ro u p ) and that all w ho know  h im  b y  faith  a re  p art o f  it, then  
p ro c e e d  to  study the B ib le  with m utual re sp e c t w ith  all w h o p ro fess to  
b e p a rt o f  that b o d y , seek in g  to g e th e r to  le a rn  the w a y  o f  th e L o rd  
m o re  p e rfe c t ly . If w e  le a rn so m eth in g  fro m  the o th er p e rso n , g o o d .  
I f  th e  o th e r  p erso n  learn s fro m  u s, g o o d . W e  do n ot need to  "ch a n g e  
c h u rc h e s "  fo r that re a so n , sim ply to  re fo rm  o u r te a ch in g  o r  p ra c tic e .  
S o m e tim e s  it m igh t be e a sie r to ch a n g e  c h u rc h e s , and th at is not 
w ro n g , e ith e r , alth ou gh  o n e  should  th en  re m e m b e r that the new  
c h u rch  also  needs re fo rm in g  and te a c h in g , if  p erh ap s on  d ifferen t 
su b je cts  than  the old o n e !

T h a t is w hat I am  ab out and u rg in g  and try in g  to do m y se lf . T h e  
B ib le  is a lw a y s ou tsid e us a ll, ca llin g  and ch allen g in g  us a ll. W e  c a n 
n ot e v e r  p re su m e  that w e h av e  re a ch e d  a p oin t b eyon d  need o f  c o r 
re c tio n , o r  th at w e a re  G o d ’s ch o se n  v e sse ls  to  stra ig h ten  out the re st  
o f  th e  w o r ld ’ s p op u lation  w h ich  a lso  lo v e s  and tru sts  Je su s  and is 
seek in g  to  o b e y  him  to  th e best o f  its k n o w led g e  and ab ility .
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G race and ‘Sound Doctrine’

I ce rta in ly  d o  not b elie v e  th ere  is an y s tru g g le  b etw een  g ra c e  and  
"sound d o c tr in e ,"  p ro p e rly  u n d e rsto o d . G ra c e  is th e to p ic  o f  h ealth y  
te a ch in g , and an yth in g  o th e r than salv atio n  b y  G o d ’ s so v e re ig n  and  
u nm erited  fa v o r  is n o t h ealth y  (" s o u n d ")  te a c h in g . T h o s e  w h o b est 
know  G o d ’s g r a c e  w ill m o st w an t to  learn  his w ill and fo llo w  it. 
T h o se  w ho su p p o se  that th ey  a re  set righ t w ith G o d ‒ o r  in so m e  fa 
v o red  p o sitio n ‒ o n  an y b asis o th er than the m e rito rio u s  w o rk  o f  Je su s  
C h ris t, p e rfo rm e d  ou tsid e  o f  us but fo r  u s , a re  u su ally  the on es w ho  
actu ally  fo rsa k e  th e tea ch in g  o f  Je su s  and th e ap o stles to  spin th eir  
ow n  d o ctrin e s  and im pose th em  on  o th e rs . S u ch  d o ctrin e s  alw ay s  
h av e th e  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  scrip tu ra ln e ss , but the g iv e a w a y  is that th ey  
do not fo cu s  o n  Je s u s , do not d e riv e  fro m  Je s u s , d o  not g lo rify  the  
w ork  o f  Je s u s , do n ot c re a te  m o re  faith  in Je s u s , and d o not lead  to  
o b ed ien ce  to Je s u s . R a th e r , th ey  rest on  p ro o f  v e rs e s  taken  h e re  and  
th ere , g lo rify  a p a rticu la r g ro u p  o f  C h ristian s to th e e x c lu s io n  o f  o th 
e rs , c re a te  o r  p ro m o te  se lf-rig h te o u sn e ss , v a in -g lo ry  and d eb ate , and  
leav e  p eo p le  feelin g  v e ry  "re lig io u s"  and "so u n d " (in th eir ow n  
m inds) w h ile  o ften  h avin g  a v e ry  real em p tin ess in th eir o w n  h e a rts . 
S uch p eo p le  a lso  u sually  h a v e  a v acu u m  in th eir ch u rch e s  w h ich  th ey  
can n ot quite g ra s p , sin ce  th ey  su pp ose that th ey  h a v e  the " tru th ."  O f  
co u rse  the " tru th "  th ey  a re  m issin g  is Je su s  h im se lf  w h o a lo n e  is the  
w a y , the truth  and th e  life (Jo h n  1 4 :6 ) .

I h a v e  no d oub t that an y o n e  w h o g ro w s  in a lle g ia n ce  to Je su s  and  
in trust in his finished  w o rk  at C a lv a ry  w ill w an t to ob ey  him  in all 
things and le a rn  m o re  and m o re  o f  his w ill. I h a v e  no d oub t that 
so m e p eo p le  h a v e  (and w ill) preten d  to d o  th a t, w hile using G o d ’s 
g ra c e  as a c lo a k  fo r  lice n se . Such  w as tru e  in th e first ce n tu ry  (Ju d e  
4 ) .  T h e  a n sw e r m u st b e to p re a ch  Je su s  tru ly , and to fo cu s  p e o p le ’s 
h earts  and m ind s o n  h im . It is not to m a n u fa ctu re  trad ition s and d o c 
trin es o f  o u r o w n , ev en  if  b ased  on  S crip tu re  v e rs e s  p lu ck ed  h e re  and  
th e re . A nd it ce rta in ly  is not to  co m p e n sa te  b y  v o lu m e  o f  v o ic e  w hat 
on e lack s in su b stan ce  o f  co n te n t. "S o u n d " d o es n ot m ean  th e  sam e  
thing as n o ise !

C o n clu s io n

I a p p re cia te  m u ch  y o u r le tter and q u estion s and o b se rv a tio n s . I 
a g re e  w ith  you  th at faith and faith fu ln ess b elo n g  to g e th e r . T h e  real 
question  is , "fa ith  (tru st) in w h om  o r  w h a t?"  and "faith fu ln ess to  
w h at o r  w h o m ? "  W e  should b e  carefu l to u rg e  o th e rs  to put a ll  faith  
in G od th ro u g h  Je su s  C h ris t—and z e ro  in o u rse lv e s  o r  o u r ow n  effo rts  
at o b e d ie n ce  o r  g o o d  w o rk s . W e  should u rg e  all (b egin n in g  w ith o u r
se lv es) to  b e  faithful to Je su s  C h ris t and th e te a ch in g  he g a v e -e i t h e r  
p erso n ally  o r  th ro u g h  the ap o stles , not to  " th e  c h u rch "  o r  "w h a t w e  
h av e  alw ay s ta u g h t,"  o r  so m e  o th er ab stra ct n otion  o f  a "p a tte rn " o r
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" tru e  c h u rc h "  as it h as ev o lv ed  th ro u g h  th e d e ca d e s  o f  o u r o w n  m o v e 
m e n t.

P le a se  feel fre e  to  w rite  m e an y  tim e . I w ill attem p t to a n sw e r as 
I am  ab le .

Grace and peace through our Lord Jesus,
Edward Fudge

Box 218026, Houston, T X  77218  

[Reprinted from The Examiner]

QUESTIONS ASKED OF US
C a r l  K i t z m il le r

Is it wrong fo r  a  church to have a  savings account, C D ’s o r  a  large 
ban k account?

A  c h u rc h , like an in d ivid u al, sh ould  b e a good  stew ard  o f  the  
M a s te r ’ s g o o d s , w h a te v e r th at in v o lv e s . S in ce  th ere  is a g o o d  bit o f  
d isa g re e m e n t ab ou t w h at co n stitu tes  g o o d  individual stew ard sh ip , it is 
n ot v e ry  likely  that all o f  us w ill fu lly  a g re e  ab out w h at co n stitu tes  
g o o d  stew ard sh ip  fo r  a ch u rch  in e v e ry  in stan ce . T h e  scrip tu re s  a re  
re m a rk a b ly  silent ab out the s p e c ifics  o f  hand lin g the L o r d ’ s m o n e y . 
W e  h a v e  to b e gu id ed  m o stly  b y  p rin cip le s  ra th er than sp e cific  ru le s . 
W e  k now  so m e  o f  th e  le g itim a te  uses o f  ch u rch  f in a n c e s -c a r in g  fo r  
w id o w s , m in isterin g  to  the n eed s o f  p o o r  sain ts , fellow sh ip  w ith m is
s io n a rie s , h o n o rin g  th o se  w h o la b o r in the w o rd —but th ere  a re  so m e  
u se s  that a re  o n ly  in ferred  by th e  fa c t th at the w o rk  is to  b e d o n e . 
W e  a re  tau gh t m o re  c o n ce rn in g  th e  m a tte r o f  g iv in g  than h o w  the  
g iv e n  funds a re  to  be u se d . It w ou ld  a p p e a r , th e re fo re , that th e L o rd  
h as left the h and lin g  o f  th e funds la rg e ly  to the san ctified  go o d  sen se  
o f  th e  lead ersh ip  H e  p ro v id ed  fo r  th e  c h u rc h . In  this m a tte r m o re  
ru les  h a v e  b een  laid  d ow n  b y  h u m an  b e in g s , so m etim es th o se  w ith  an  
a x e  to  grin d  o r  a p o ck e t to b e  fille d , th an  b y the L o rd  o r  H is w o rd .

L ik e ly  o n e  re a so n  th e  L o rd  h as n ot sp ecified  m o re  e x a c tly  c o n 
c e rn in g  th e  h and lin g  o f  funds is th e fa c t  that con d ition s in th e w orld  
c h a n g e . E v e n  o u r o w n  im m e d ia te  a g e  h as w itn essed  a situation  
w h e re  funds o n c e  re a d ily  a v a ila b le  at a n om inal in terest ra te  n o w  can  
b e o b tain ed  o n ly  a t a lm o st p ro h ib itiv e  c o s ts . T h e  w ise co u rse  to fo l
lo w  u n d er o n e  co n d itio n  is n ot n e ce ssa rily  the w ise  co u rse  to  fo llo w  
u n d e r a n o th e r. N eed s in o n e  ty p e  o f  so cie ty  o r  cu ltu re  a re  not n e c e s 
s a rily  th e n eed s o f  an o th e r ty p e . S p e c ific  ru les cou ld  easily  h a v e  b e -
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co m e  e n sla v in g , b ut p rin cip les en able us to b e guided u n d er a v arie ty  
o f  ch a n g in g  con d ition s and cu ltu re s .

T h e re  is a  d a n g e r in w ealth , both to  individuals and to  c o n g re g a 
tio n s. It is the d a n g e r o f  feeling an in d ep en d en ce o f  th e  L o rd , th e d e
v e lo p m e n t o f  an  attitude th at "w e  can  ta k e  c a re  o f  o u rs e lv e s ."  T h e  
ch u rch  at L a o d ic e a  is a  g o o d  e x a m p le  o f  th e  d an g ers o f  a m ateria listic  
o u tlo o k . It is v e ry  e a sy  in o u r a g e  in th is co u n try  to  put to  m u ch  em 
phasis o n  fine ch u rch  b u ild in gs, p len ty  o f  s p a c e , the latest and best o f  
eq u ip m en t, e tc .  T h e  p ro g re ss  o f  a ch u rch  is too  o ften  ju d ged  by its 
a cco m p lish m e n ts  in m aterial th in gs. In o u r  a n sw e r to this question  let 
it first b e  stated  th at in the p arag rap h s to  fo llo w  w e do n ot intend to  
g iv e  ap p ro v al o f  o r  e n co u ra g e m e n t to  a selfish  u se  o f  ch u rch  funds, 
undue em p h asis o n  h av in g  the latest and b e st, o r  n e g le ct o f  th ose  re 
sp onsib ilities g iv en  by th e  L o rd . A  selfish  h oard in g  o f  funds that 
d oes n ot a llo w  a ch u rch  to  see  b eyond  its o w n  d o o rs and allo w s g o o d , 
solid w o rk s  to  p erish  fo r  lack  o f  su p p ort is sinful. I f  a  sto re  o f  funds 
o c c u rs  b e ca u s e  o f  a lack  o f  v isio n , a  la ck  o f  sp iritu ality , a  lack  o f  
co m m itm e n t to the w o rk  o f  the L o rd , then it is ev id en t th at is w ro n g . 
If  w e sim p ly  w an t to  g lo ry  in the n ice  n e st-e g g  th at will c a rry  us 
th rou gh  e v e n  if  G od d o e sn ’t co m e  th ro u g h , then o u r faith  is serio u sly  
m isp la ce d .

T h e re  m a y  b e a tim e , h o w e v e r, w h en  a w ise  h and lin g  o f  ch u rch  
funds w ill m ean  a sav in g s a cco u n t, C D ’ s , o r  a re la tiv e ly  la rg e  a c 
co u n t. T h e  k ey  w ord  is s tew ard sh ip . H o w  do w e best u se the funds 
fo r th e b en efit o f  o u r M a ste r?  Q uite fran k ly  I w as thrilled  to  read  in 
a re p o rt b y  o n e  o f  o u r ch u rch e s that a fund b ein g g ath ered  fo r a c e r 
tain  m iss io n a ry , w h ich  w ould  not be n eeded  until a g iv e n  d a te , w as  
put o n  s h o rt-te rm  C  D ’ s at a  good  in terest ra te . M y o w n  p erson al 
ju d g m e n t is th at that w as go o d  stew ard sh ip , esp ecia lly  u nder p re v a il
ing co n d itio n s . W h e n  a ch u rch  e x e rc is in g  good  spiritual ju d gm en t 
d ecid es th at a  n ew  building o r  a new  ad d ition  is n eed ed , o r  th at som e  
o th er siz e a b le  p ro je c t should be u n d ertak en , is it w ro n g  to  g a th e r  
so m e o f  th o se  funds b efo reh an d ? P e rso n a lly  I d o  n ot see  how  it is 
b etter s tew ard sh ip  to  b o rro w  su ch  funds a t high in terest th an  to  fo re 
see th e need  and at least g e t a p ortion  in a m o re  e co n o m ica l w a y .

T ru e , th e ch u rch  is not in the b anking b u sin ess. T h e  L o rd  has a r 
ran ged  fo r  H is w o rk  to  be supported  b y  giving, and that is th e b asic  
w ay  o f  fin an cin g  H is w o rk . T h is I b e lie v e  and p re a c h . T h e re  is 
som eth in g  "ch e a p e n in g " ab out the sellin g  o f  this g ad g et and the s e rv 
ing o f  th a t kind o f  m eal in an effo rt to  " ra is e  m on ey  fo r the c h u rc h ."  
T his is a  s o r t  o f  d isgu ised  w ay  o f  ask in g  th e p eo p le  o f  the w orld  to  
help su p p o rt the ch u rc h . G en erally  sp eak in g , ch u rch e s  h a v e  no busi
ness o p e ra tin g  b u sin esses as a subsidy fo r  th e ch u rc h . T h e y  should  
not se e k  so m e  kind o f  en d ow m en t th at w ill help c a r r y  the lo ad .
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T h e s e  th in gs d o  not re p re se n t o u r ca llin g  as a c h u rch . D o e s  th at 
th e re fo re  m ean  th at in the e x ce p tio n a l situation  th at a ch u rch  is g iv e n  
a b u sin ess it w ou ld  h av e  to  tu rn  it d ow n  b e ca u se  " th a t’ s n o t o u r  
w o r k ? "  M ig h t not go o d  stew ard sh ip  su g g e st o p eratin g  th e  b u sin ess  
until it co u ld  b e so ld ? If  a ch u rch  finds itse lf in a situation  w h e re  a 
p a rso n a g e  is te m p o ra rily  v a c a n t, is it b etter to  let it sit em p ty  th an  to  
ren t it fo r  a w h ile  and re c e iv e  th e  re n t?  T h e re  is a d iffe re n ce  b etw een  
a ch u rch  b u yin g  h o u ses to ren t as a b usin ess and the te m p o ra ry  re n t
ing o f  a h o u se  ob tain ed  fo r  a d iffe re n t re a s o n . A g a in , I b e lie v e  the  
k ey  w o rd  is ste w a rd sh ip .

O n e p ro b lem  cre a te d  b y  a fund in the bank is that it ten d s to b e 
c o m e  a b on e o f  co n te n tio n . Z e a lo u s  p ro m o te rs  o f  new  p ro je c ts  w an t 
it. T h a t m o n e y  "ju st lying in th e  b an k " w ou ld  g et th eir pet p ro je c t  o f f  
th e  g ro u n d  (N e v e r  m ind that th e p ro je c t in so m e  ca se s  is o f  q u estio n 
a b le  w o rth  o r  lack in g  in solid  scrip tu ral fo u n d atio n ). T h e  p ro fe s 
sion al ch u rch  b um s w an t it. A fte r  a ll, th e ch u rch  is su pp osed  to  help  
th e  p o o r and u n fo rtu n ate  (O f  c o u rs e , the m o n ey  is about all th e  help  
th e se  w an t! N o n e o f  th at p re a ch in g  to  u s .) .  T h e  "If -y o u -h a v e -it-  
sp e n d -it"  fo lk s w an t to  g et rid  o f  it. T h e y  d o n ’t b eliev e  in sa v in g  a 
d im e  in th eir p erso n al life and th ey  a re  e sp e cia lly  that w ay  w ith  the  
c h u r c h . I k now  o f  a ch u rch  w h ich  built up a few  thousand d o llars  
su rp lu s, la rg e ly  due to b ein g w ith ou t a p re a c h e r  to  su p p o rt. It w as  
k ep t to  help  m eet m o v in g  e x p e n se s  fo r  a n ew  m a n , e t c . ,  b ut th a t did  
n o t m a te ria liz e . In the h and s o f  less ca p a b le  lea d e r it cou ld  h a v e  b e 
c o m e  a v e ry  d e stru ctiv e  situ atio n . B u t, as g o o d  stew ard s o f  G o d , 
w e re  th o se  le a d e rs  o b lig ated  to  g iv e  th e m o n ey  to  the first c a u s e  th at 
c a m e  alon g  w ith a hand ou t?

P e rh a p s  this is a go o d  p la ce  to  m en tion  th at a c h u rc h ’s su p p o rt o f  
a m iss io n a ry , a p ro je c t , a sp e cia l w o rk , e t c . ,  o u g h t to re s t on  b e tte r  
g ro u n d s  th an  "w e  h av e  a little e x tr a  in th e tre a su ry , so le t ’s g iv e  it to  
th e m ."  T h is  w rite r  b eliev es  w h o le h e a rte d ly  in sending and su p p o rt
ing m issio n a rie s  as w ell as co o p e ra tin g  to estab lish  and m ain tain  c e r 
ta in  g o o d  scrip tu ra l w o rk s that o n e  c o n g re g a tio n  alon e co u ld  not 
su p p o rt. T h a t ch u rch  w h ich  is w ith o u t m issio n a ry  zeal e ith er lo ca lly  
o r  w o rld  w id e is lack in g  in o n e  o f  the th in gs w h ich  c h a ra c te r iz e s  the  
N .T .  c h u rc h . N o r  d o  w e  w ish  to  in ju re in an y w a y  the re p u tatio n  o f  
th o se  g o o d  m en  and w o m en  w h o se rv e  and h a v e  se rv e d  fa ith fu lly . 
B u t at th e  risk  o f  b ein g  co n sid e re d  a h e re tic , w e  d a re  to p ro p o se  th at 
n o t e v e ry  m issio n a ry  o r  p ro s p e c tiv e  m issio n a ry  w ho seek s o u r su p 
p o rt is w o rth y  o f  it. S o m e a re  not w e ll-g ro u n d e d  in the faith th ey  
o u g h t to  p ro c la im . S o m e  w ill in ju re the ca u se  o f  C h rist m o re  than  
th e y  w ill help it. In o th er w o rd s , not e v e ry  slick  o p e ra to r  w ith  a  glib  
to n g u e  and an u n d erstan d in g  o f  p ro m o tio n a l p sy ch o lo g y  is d o in g  a  
g re a t  w o rk . G ood  stew ard sh ip  re q u ire s  th at ch u rch e s  e x e rc is e  so m e  
d isce rn m e n t as to  the w o rth in ess o f  th e p a rticu la r  m en  and w o rk s  th ey
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help su p p o rt. Ju st b e ca u se  th ese  m en  o r  w o rk s req u est o u r help and  
th e re ’ s so m e  e x tra  in the tre a su ry  is h a rd ly  a go o d  en ough  re a so n  fo r  
gettin g  th at m o n ey  o u r o f  th e bank ! Y o u  se e , G od h as not g iv en  all 
th e w isd om  to  th o se  w h o in itiate and p ro p o se  su ch  w o rk s ; all th e  
sp iritu ality  is not n e ce ssa rily  lod ged  w ith a fe w . It is not a lto g e th e r a 
bad thing th at th e re  a re  so m e folk s lo o k in g  o v e r  o u r effo rts  and a sk 
ing w h eth er o u r zeal is a cco rd in g  to  k n o w le d g e .

O u r q uestion  w as p ro v o k ed  b y a ce rta in  statem en t in a re lig io u s  
a rtic le . It is not o u r p u rp ose  to  re v e a l th e a rtic le  n o r th e w rite r . W e  
m en tion  it o n ly  to  poin t out that su ch  sta tem en ts a re  b ro a d e r in m e a n 
ing th an  th ey  w e re  m ean t to  b e s o m e tim e s . P re a c h e rs  and o th ers m ay  
so m etim es g e n e ra liz e  in d iscu ssin g  a m a tte r  and m a y  not sp eak  o f  the  
e x ce p tio n s . O n e can n o t a lw ay s tak e  th e  tim e o r  sp a ce  to  d etail th e  
e x ce p tio n s  o r  to  su g g est that in su ch  and su ch  a c a s e  the co n clu sio n  
m ight not b e  tru e . F o r  e x a m p le , e v e ry  tim e w e reb u k e  m issin g  the  
ch u rch  s e rv ic e s , w e d o  not a lw a y s stop  to  sp e cify  th at, o f  c o u rs e ,  
th ere  a re  th ose  w ho m igh t do so  rig h te o u sly  b e ca u s e  o f  s ick n ess o r  
so m eth in g  e lse  the L o rd  w ill h o n o r . A  p ro te st ag ain st a ch u rch  w ith  a 
sizeab le  bank a cco u n t m igh t in su ch  a c a s e  be m ean t on ly  to  p ro test  
the u n rig h teo u s m isuse o f  such  an a c c o u n t, n ot n e ce ssa rily  a b lanket 
co n d em n atio n  o f  e v e ry  su ch  a c c o u n t . W h e th e r this is th e ca se  I do  
not k n o w , b ut as a w rite r and p re a c h e r  I fu lly  u n d erstan d  how  it ca n  
h ap p en .

In su m m a ry , I w ould su g g est that w e o u g h t to  b e  m o re  co n ce rn e d  
fo r the m o tiv atio n  than fo r  the am ou n t o f  d o llars  in the a c c o u n t. A nd  
w e m igh t ev en  need to w ithhold ju d g m e n t (co n d e m n a tio n ) in th ose

D ep ressed  p re a c h e rs —this is f o r  y o u

A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT
Bruce Russell

I am  th o ro u g h ly  co n v in ce d  th at Je su s  C h ris t h as co m m issio n ed  
th e ch u rch  and no on e else  to  re a c h  a w ou ld  stag n atin g  in the sten ch  
o f  sin . Je su s  sa id , "I  will build m y  c h u rc h ; and th e g a te s  o f  hell shall 
not p rev ail again st it" (M atth ew  1 6 :1 8 ) .  T h e  ch a lle n g e  o f  ch u rch  
g ro w th  should not q u ick ly  be set asid e  ev en  th ou gh  it m ay  b rin g  fru s
tra tio n  to  ch u rch e s  that a re  not g ro w in g .

S o m e  y e a rs  a g o , w h ile  I w as p re a ch in g  n e a r P a sa d e n a , C a lifo r 
n ia , D o n  and M a ry  M cG a v ra n  atten d ed  o u r co n g re g a tio n  fo r tw o
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y e a rs . T h e re  w as a lw a y s  the q u estion  o f  w h o w as m in isterin g  to  
w h o m . [T h e  late  D on ald  M c G a v ra n  w as the fo u n d er o f  th e in fluen 
tial " c h u rc h -g ro w th  m o v e m e n t."  H e w as a lo n g tim e m issio n a ry , 
au th o r and se m in a ry  p r o f e s s o r .‒ E d ito r] In th eir h o m e o n c e , as M a ry  
p o u red  tea  in his cu p , D r . M c G a v ra n  sa id , "Until we learn  that not 
sharing our fa ith  is as great a  sin as adultery we w on’t get w ry f a r ."

I g iv e  you  th ese  d e ta ils  to  en ab le  you  to  u n d erstan d  th e v e ry  
stro n g  ten sion  I p erso n ally  feel b etw een  "w h a t ou gh t to b e " and w h at 
is" in the life o f  9 8 %  o f  th e ch u rch e s  in A m e ric a . C u rre n t s tatistics  
sh ow  th at tw o -th ird s  o f  th e ch u rch e s  a c ro s s  th is co u n try  a re  p lateau ed  
o r  d e clin in g .

A  la rg e  p e rce n ta g e  o f  th e  o n e-th ird  th at is g ro w in g  is d oin g  so  by  
ro ta tin g  the sain ts (" tra n s fe r  g r o w th " ) .  It is estim ated that as little as 
one to two percen t o f  a ll evan gelical churches in A m erica are actually  
reaching p eop le  who do not know  Jesu s as their com m ander in ch ief.

D u rin g  m y  last v a c a tio n , I v isited  a la rg e  fa st-g ro w in g  ch u rch  in 
o u r s ta te . I in terview ed  se v e ra l p eo p le  ab o u t h ow  th ey  h ad  c o m e  to  
b e p art o f  th at lo cal fe llo w sh ip . W ith o u t e x ce p tio n  each  o n e  told  how  
th is co n g re g a tio n  had so  m u ch  m o re  v ita lity  th an  the ch u rch  th e y  had  
le f t .

A  fe w  w eek s a g o  I w as ask ed  to sp eak  at a  ce le b ra tio n  s e rv ic e  fo r  
a g ro w in g  co n g re g a tio n  in m y  o w n  co m m u n ity . P rio r  to  m y in tro 
d u ctio n , se v e ra l m em b ers  g a v e  testim o n ies as to  how  this c o n g re g a 
tio n ’ s w orsh ip  e x p e rie n ce  w as d e e p e r than th e  ch u rch e s  th e y  had  
p re v io u sly  a tten d ed .

W illia m  H en d rick s is not fa r  o f f  w h en  h e su g g e sts , "Almost a ll 
growth reported  by North Am erican churches today is the result o f  
church switching and th e b irth ra te  w ithin  ch u rch e s  ra th e r th an  c o n v e r
sion  g ro w th "

W e  need  to b e rem in d ed  th at w h at g ets  "h ig h -fiv e s"  in H e a v e n  is 
w h en  on e sin n er rep en ts ra th e r th an  9 9  w ho d o n ’t need re p e n ta n ce . 
T h e  ch u rch  in A m e ric a  is d o in g  a pitiful jo b  in a cco m p lish in g  th at 
m ission  Je su s  g a v e  us to  d o !

B u t I re fu se  to  g iv e  u p . I w as ask ed  a lm o st eigh t y e a rs  a g o , 
"W h y  do you  w an t to  g o  to  a d y in g  c h u rc h ? "  W ith o u t h esita tio n  I re 
sp o n d ed , " B e c a u s e  I still b e lie v e  in a G od  w h o can  ra ise  th e d e a d !"

I f  you  a re  in a p la teau ed  o r  d e clin in g  ch u rch  (an d  m o st o f  us 
a r e ) ,  how  do you co p e  w ith  th e d iscre p a n cy  b etw een  th e G re a t C o m 
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m issio n  and the reality  o f  th e c u rre n t situ ation ? L e t  m e o ffe r th ese  
w o rd s o f  e n co u ra g e m e n t.

(1) Be Sure of Your Call to This Ministry.

I f  you  a re  n ot p o sitive  this is w h e re  G od w an ts y o u , then you  w ill 
easily  ru n  fro m  th e  b attle  w h en  d isco u ra g e m e n t o v e rw h e lm s you  . 
T h is h as been  m y to u g h e st y e a r  in m in istry  fo r d ealin g  with d is c o u r
a g e m e n t. A  co u p le  o f  tim es th e o n ly  life p re s e rv e r  I had w as k n o w 
ing fo r  c e rta in  this is w h e re  G od  w an ts m e . (O n e  o th e r thing w as a 
g re a t h e lp . I h a v e  a tape b y  W a y n e  Sm ith title d , "W h y  I D id n ’t 
Q u it."  O n e even in g  I listen ed  to  it s ix  tim e s .)  I f  G od  h a sn ’t ca lled  
you  to  y o u r cu rre n t m in istry , w h en  th e  g o in g  g e ts  tough you w o n ’t 
s ta y .

H o w  do w e identify G o d ’s c a ll?  F o r  m e it w as a quiet a ssu ra n ce  
th at ca m e  th rou gh  p ra y e r and fastin g  as w ell as the con tin u ed  a g re e 
m en t o f  g o d ly  m en  and w o m en  th at th e c ircu m sta n ce s  and the g ifts  
G od  had g iv e n  w e re  w ell m a tch e d  fo r  the tim e .

It also  req u ires  so m e  c o n fid e n c e , not on ly  in y o u r ow n  ab ility , 
but a co n v ictio n  th at G od is in it w ith  y o u . T h a t d o e sn ’t m ean  you  
w o n ’t h a v e  an y d o u b ts. I o ften  rem in d  m y se lf o f  th e w ords o f  V in ce  
L o m b a rd i, "F a tig u e  m ak es c o w a rd s  o f  us a ll ."  In identifying G o d ’s 
c a ll , th e re  has to  be at the d eep est g u t level the a ssu ra n ce  so  th at you  
can  tru th fu lly  s a y , "T h is  is w h e re  G o d  w an ts m e to  b e ."

W h e n  I feel that in evitab le clo u d  o f  d isco u ra g e m e n t m ovin g  in , I 
rem in d  m y se lf  th at M o ses sp ent m o re  than fo rty  y e a rs  in the w ild e r
n e ss , d id n ’ t en ter the p rom ised  lan d , y e t is still cou n ted  am o n g  the 
faithful in H eb re w s 1 1 .

I think it is in terestin g  also  th a t, by ch u rch  g ro w th  stan d ard s, D r .  
M c G a v ra n ’s th irty  y e a rs  in In d ia w e re  a fa ilu re . B u t out o f  that th irty  
y e a rs  o f  failu re  c a m e  o n e  o f  th e m o st s ig n ifican t ch u rch  m o v em en ts  
o f  this ce n tu ry .

(2) Strive to Live a Life of Integrity.

T h e  scan d al o f  fallen  sain ts in p osition s o f  lead ersh ip  is w ell 
k n o w n . T h e  fa c t  is , C h ristian s a re  ca lled  to  live d ifferen tly  th an  the  
re st o f  the w o rld . In 1 P e te r  4 : 4  the ap ostle  w rite s , "T h e y  a re  su r
p rised  th at you  d o not n ow  jo in  th em  in the sa m e  w ild life -s ty le "  
(a u th o r’ s p a ra p h ra se ).
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A  v alid  q uestion  fo r  all C h ristia n s is , " A r e  p eo p le  su rp rised  b y  the  
d iffe re n ce  Je su s  m ak es in m y  life , o r  a re  th ey  su rp rised  th at H e  m ak es  
no d iffe re n ce  at a ll? "  T h e  re a so n  th e re  is so little d iffe re n ce  b etw een  
C h ristian  and n o n -C h ristia n  is n ot b e ca u se  th e w o rld  h as b e co m e  m o re  
h o ly , but b e ca u s e  C h ristia n s h a v e  b e co m e  w eak  in b attle .

T h o s e  w h o a re  in lead ersh ip  p o sitio n s should b e  held to  a h igh er  
sta n d a rd . In striv in g  to  liv e  h o ly  lives w e  should not fo rg e t  that c h a l
len g e  o f  th e re v iv a lis t Jo n a th a n  E d w a rd s  w ho su g g ested  tw o  re so lv e s  
fo r  th e  C h ris tia n . F i r s t ,  re s o lv e  n ot to  sin  (m o st o f  us re so lv e  not to  
sin v e r y  m u c h ) . S e c o n d , re s o lv e  n e v e r to  g iv e  up o n  y o u r o w n  inade
q u a c ie s . S u ch  a ch a lle n g e  re q u ire s  n o t on ly  G o d ’ s h elp  but the help  
H e h as p ro v id ed  in H is b o d y , th e c h u rc h . It req u ires th e  help o f  o n e  
o r  m o re  to  w h om  w e  w ill b e  a c c o u n ta b le .

W e  do need ea ch  o th e r , to  sh a re  b urden s and to  keep ea ch  o th er  
a le r t . "A s  iro n  sh arp en s iro n  so  o n e  m a n  sh arp en s a n o th e r"  (P ro v e rb s  
2 7 : 1 7 ,  N I V ). T h is  is a  g o o d  p ro v e rb  fo r  to d a y .

(3) Know W here God Wants You to Go.

M o se s  m ay  not h a v e  k n ow n  ah ead  o f  tim e th e p re c is e  en try  p o in t, 
but h e k new  th at G od w as lead in g  to  th e  p ro m ised  lan d . A  n u m b er o f  
b o o k s h a v e  b een  w ritten  in re ce n t y e a rs  on v is io n . S u ch  v isio n  can  
o n ly  c o m e  fro m  sp end ing tim e w ith  G o d . G e o rg e  B a rn a  g iv es an  e x 
ce lle n t d efin ition  o f  su ch  v is io n : " A  c le a r  m ental im age o f  a p referab le  
fu tu re  im parted  by G od to  h is ch o se n  se rv a n ts  b ased  upon  an a c c u ra te  
u n d erstan d in g  o f  G o d , se lf , and  c irc u m s ta n c e s ."

H elen  K e lle r  w as re p o rte d ly  ask ed  if  th ere  w as an yth in g w o rse  
th an  b ein g  blin d . S h e a n sw e re d , " Y e s ,  b ein g  able to  se e  and h avin g  
no v is io n ."  C h u rch  le a d e rs  need  to  be m o re  co n ce rn e d  ab out w h ere  
G od  is lead in g  to d ay  ra th e r th an  w h ere  H e  h as led in the p a st.

T h e re  is a  Final p oin t th a t n eed s to  b e added‒ never give up! It 
to o k  M o se s  m o re  than fo r ty  y e a rs ; it m a y  tak e you  o r  m e  a lifetim e. 
B u t o f  this I am  c e rta in —I still b e lie v e  in a G od w ho ca n  ra ise  the  
d ead !

[R e p rin te d  by a u th o r’ s p e rm issio n  fro m  Christian Standard. C o n 
d e n se d .]
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VOICES from the FIELD S
M ic h iy a  N a k a h a r a  S h iz u o k a  C ity , J a p a n  J u l y ,  1 9 9 4

Hot summer has come around again. It reminds me of my visit to the 
U. S. I made four summers ago. I vividly recall the churches I visited and 
the friends I met. My wife, Tomoko, is now into the eighth month of her 
pregnancy. Thanks to the Lord both Tomoko and the baby have been in ex
cellent condition.

Since the new church building was given to us, several Christians were 
added to our congregation. Last year a very devoted family of four joined 
with us. Some of them joined us having a thirst for the word of God and 
others with hunger for the freedom o f faith in Christ. Our congregation is 
currently well balanced spiritually and very matured in both human knowl
edge and the wisdom of God. At our annual congregation meeting with was 
held in April, each of us reaffirmed our faith in Christ and dedicated our
selves to the work of the Lord for the coming year. This work has been in 
existence for 34 years beginning when my parents, Shichero and Teruko, 
came here.

M o to . N o m u r a  B e th a n y  H o m e , J a p a n  A u g u s t 3 ,  1 9 9 4

Last Sunday we had 6 families with 16 people to our Sunday morning 
worship services, two in the afternoon, one in the evening, another quite 
busy day in a small house church in a central highland of Japan. Of the 16 
who attended the morning services, one if them was my former Tokyo 
YM CA  English student in 1968. He said he was in my classes, and was 
baptized into Christ when he went to Canada. He thanked me for my leading 
him to Christian world while he was with us in YM CA English School years 
ago.

Last year throughout the summer it rained so much that the rice crop 
was in its worst record in the past 150 years. 22 pounds of rice went up to 
$135! This year we have had very little rainfalls so far, therefore, in most 
parts of Japan we are suffering from serious shortage of water.

The house-church in Hachiman-yama, Tokyo was closed down by the 
end of last June after serving people for 33 years, and now we are concen
trating ourselves in the mountains.

My wife Yoriko went to Tokyo today to be with her mother and her 
elder brother who is dying of cancer. Our daughter Megumi has received 
her student visa and she plans to leave for Ohio Valley College in Parkers
burg, West Virginia on the 17th of the month. OVC was gracious enough to 
grant her a two fold scholarship of $ 2 ,0 0 0 , a great help. She has about a 
year’s funds for schooling. After that no one knows so we wait upon Him. 
Our son Makoto is a government-qualified social worker/therapist. He has 
been living with and working for several mental patients in a house in Ibaraki 
Prefecture. It is an eight hour a day work, but in reality he is with them 24 
hours a day. Parents don’t want to keep them in their homes, so our son has 
to take care of them constantly. His paycheck is far lower than average 
young men in Japan, but he is satisfied and happy with the job. We hardly 
see each other.
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NEW S and NOTES
E d ite d  b y  J a c k  B la e s

L a d i e s ,  A  G R E A T  O p p o r tu n ity

During the fall of the past sev
eral years, Christian women and 
teenage girls from Ind., Tenn. & all 
around Ky. have gathered for an 
overnight retreat. Each one has 
been a great blessing to those who 
attended. This year’s retreat is com 
ing soon: Fri. Sept. 30  & Sat. Oct.
1. This is a marvelous chance to re
new old friendships, make new 
friends, hear & sing spiritual songs, 
partake in interesting conversations 
& discussions, hear encouraging tes
timonies & Bible studies . . .  & just 
"get away from it all" —relax in the 
peaceful atmosphere of Camp 
Kavanaugh. That’s in Crestwood, 
K y., not for from Louisville. The 
rooms are comfortable and the food 
good.

The cost is $ 1 5 .0 0 . For more 
information call: Ramona Marsh
(812) 945-7209 , Sherry Marsh (606) 
744-3021 , Melanie Mitchell (812) 
967-4861 , Ruth Wilson (502) 897- 
2831 .

P h ilip p in e  F a c t s :  P r a y !
The Philippines since 1990 has 

suffered 702 natural disasters. It is 
geographically located in the ty
phoon and earthquake belt in the Pa
cific Ocean. The Philippines 
experienced the worst volcanic erup
tion (Mt Pinatubo) in July 1990 
causing about 1600 deaths. A ty
phoon causing flash flooding hit 
Leyte in November 1991 killing 
about 6000 people and damaging bil
lions worth of crops and properties. 
Among the ASEAN nations, the 
Philippines ranks second in infant 
mortality, population and foreign 
debt. Its Gross National Product and

literacy are second lowest in the AS
EAN region. In addition to the 
natural disasters that have occurred, 
the closing of the US military bases 
in 1992 and the recent uncontrolled 
crime wave have cut aid flows and 
inhibited foreign investment, causing 
more poverty and unemployment. 
Yet, it is not all dark and hopeless in 
the Philippines. The poverty and 
suffering of the Filipinos have 
caused many Filipinos to seek a per
sonal faith in Christ. There has 
been dramatic growth in Protestant 
churches especially among evangeli
cals and charismatics. The number 
of congregations in denominations 
that had gathered statistics doubled 
from 10,000 to over 20 ,000  and 
there are now 2 ,1 5 9  Filipino mis
sionaries serving in 62  different mis
sion agencies. — Selected

C r a m e r  &  H a n o v e r  C h u rc h
Central Kentucky Churches of 

Christ—5th Sunday Singspiration. 
Sunday, October 30, 1994 at the 
Cramer and Hanover Church of 
Christ in Lexington, Kentucky. 
Time: 3 :00 . S pecial F e a tu re :
Southeast Church o f Christ Travel
ling Choir!

W o r d s  o f  L if e
On a weekly basis Words o f Life 

is sent out by 10 stations in the 
U .S .A . and many stations overseas. 
By shortwave radio Words o f Life 
covers Africa, Western Europe, the 
Middle East, and also the Philip
pines. This is a major percentage of  
the English speaking world.
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Note Well

Miller and Esther Forcade are 
faithful laborers in God’s vineyard 
and are in their 80 ’s now. They 
have been with their daughter Dor
cas and her husband since Decem
ber. Sis. Forcade is in a nursing 
home with failing eyesight and hear
ing. We thought their friends would 
want to send them a card or a love 
gift. They are worthy. Their ad
dress: Dr. & Mrs. J . Miller For
cade, % Mr. & Mrs. Tom Brock, 
Rt. 5, Box 496-D , Gatesville, T X  
76528.

Central Louisiana Christian 
Fellowship

The 20th annual C .L .C .F . will 
be held Nov. 14 - 17, 1994. Our 
theme this year is "The Superior 
O n e "‒A Recall to Faith: Studies   

from  Hebrews. All sessions at Glen- 
mora Church of Christ, Glenmora, 
Louisiana. Hospitality Committee: 
Dennis and Melva LaDoux, P.O . 
Box 314, Glenmora, LA  71433 ; 
P h.:(318) 748-4243.

Jennings People W ork and 
Provide

Dorcas Sends Gifts—The Dorcas 
Group has packed a box of items to 
send to the Maple Manor Nursing 
Home in Sellersburg, Ind. Included 
are 67 bibs, 25 lap robes, and 2 
twin-sized quilts. Thanks to that 
group for the work.

Locust Street-Johnson City,TN
"For we are God's fellow-workers . . .  *

Today - Aug. 14, 1994 - Brent 
Copenhaver begins his work with us 
as an Associate Minister. This was 
announced in the last bulletin, but 
we repeat it for those who might 
have missed the announcement at 
that time. Although he and 
Christine, his wife, have been with 
us in several of the services already,

this marks the official beginning of 
his duties, and you may wish to 
"welcome" them in their new roles. 
Your former minister also assumes 
the role of an Associate Minister, 
and the two of us will be conferring 
on how best to make of the two an 
effective whole.

"When you are growing in 
grace you are hard on and critical of 
yourself. On the other hand, when 
you are backsliding you are hard on 
and critical of others."

A good prayer . . ."L ord , when 
we are wrong, make us willing to 
change. And when we are right 
make us easy to live with. " -Sel

Turkey Creek
L et’s hear it fo r our m inister."

A  P a s t o r ’ s J o b

The pastor teaches, but he must 
solicit his own classes. He heals, 
but he does it without pills, medi
cine, or scalpel. He is sometimes a 
lawyer, often a social worker, some
thing of an editor, a bit of a philoso
pher and entertainer, a salesman, a 
decorative piece for public func
tions, and a student and a scholar.

He visits the sick, marries peo
ple, buries the dead, comforts the 
sorrowing, admonishes sinners, and 
encourages the weary. He plans 
programs, appoints committees, and 
spends considerable time helping 
people with their difficulties. On 
top of all this, he prepares a sermon 
and preaches it on Sunday to faithful 
members of the congregation. Then 
on Monday he smiles when some 
person slaps him on the back and 
says, "One day a week. What a 
job!"

Coming Events
Open House at Maple Manor Home 
Adult Division from 2 :0 0 -4 :0 0  Oct. 
15.
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Woodland Bible Camp Annual 
Meeting — Oct. 22

Southeast Church of Christ 
Bro. Burks is delivering a se

ries o f sermons titled

We Exist to:
1. Evangelize
2 . Edify the Saved
3 . Meet the Needs of People
4 . Uphold the Standards of Moral
ity

CO N STRU CTIVE C R ITIC ISM  of our ISSU E on EVAN GELISM
A brother in Christ whom I’ve never met but with whom I’ve corresponded a few 

times sent a gracious criticism of our June ‘94 issue, "Tell It Today."

Ray Downen writes: "On page 166, we’re encouraged to lead sinners to salvation 
by way of a ‘sinners prayer.’ I don’t think Leslie Flynn’s advice is in accordance 
with scriptural practice. The same advice is repeated by Harold Englund on page 
174. I doubt that you agree that personally praying, ‘ I take you Jesus, as my Savior 
and my Lord . . . ’ is, as claimed, the heart of saving faith. Yet you print this advice 
as if it were doctrinally correct." Brother Downen does admit those articles" include 
much valuable insight as to how we should evangelize for Jesus," but feels I should 
have made some editorial comment about their omitting all mention of baptism.

In reply, notice that the opening paragraph of Flynn’s article mentions baptism. 
And the very next article, about training children to witness, also mentions it plus 
quoting both Acts 2 :38 and Mark 16:16. I felt those four references eliminated any 
need for me to add further comment. And isn’t the "sinner’s prayer" a good way 
(though not the only way) to lead a convert into personal dealings with the Lord he is 
turning to, so long as we go on from there to baptize him into Christ?

A friend once told me, "Too often we rush folks past the Cross to the baptistery." 
Let’s make sure we bring them to Calvary in repentance and faith. Then let’s make 
sure we follow the Great Commission and Acts 2 :38, etc. by bringing them to be bur
ied with the Savior in immersion.

Englund’s whole article stresses the urgency of our bringing folds into a personal 
relationship with Christ Jesus rather than merely getting them to accept a plan or take 
certain steps in an external way. So he uses marriage and the personal commitment 
expressed in wedding vows as an apt analogy of saving faith. He could have added 
that the exchange of rings is a fitting picture of baptism: faith in the heart demonstrat
ing itself in outer action for all to see. Too bad he didn’t.

Yet some folks (I don’t mean Brother Downen) feel every sermon and article must 
mention baptism to be sound. Alexander Campbell lamented that some of his follow
ers made baptism in itself—"a savior, or a passport to heaven." Note this month’s ar
ticle on his Lunenburg letter, by Leroy Garrettt. More importantly, note that while 
Acts mentions baptism frequently, at least four times it tells of someone believing but 
omits recording their being baptized: 13:12, 14:1, 17:34, 19:18. Doubtless they 
were, but Luke didn’t feel he had to mention it always. In 20:21 Paul summarized his 
message to the perishing as "they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our 
Lord Jesus." Englund followed that example. Let’s neither overemphasize baptism 
nor omit it as part of the conversion process.

Ray Downen, by the way, has written about 50 tracts (each 1 page 8 1/2 x  11 
inches, printed on both sides) on many topics: the Holy Spirit, understanding the Bi
ble, Christian unity, evangelism, baptism, etc. If you would like a copy of all of these 
studies bound into one volume, write him at P.O. Box 1065, Joplin MO 64802-1065. 
—the Editor



GROW YOUR LOVE & DEVELOP YOUR FAITH- 

BY MEANS OF LITERATURE THAT STRENGTHENS

E a c h  issu e o f  Word and W ork ce n te rs  o n  so m e  th em e th at is im 
p o rta n t fo r  C h ristian  g ro w th . P re a c h e rs , e ld e rs , te a c h e rs ‒ all b eliev 
e rs , in f a c t -b e n e f i t  f ro m  th e  ch a lle n g in g , in stru ctiv e  a rtic le s  found  
m on th  a fte r  m on th  in W ord &. Work.

If  y o u  m issed  an y o f  th e se  issu e s , o r  if  you  h a v e  th e m  b ut w ant 
ad dition al co p ie s  to  d istrib u te , th ey  a re  av ailab le  @  7 5  ce n ts  plus 
p o sta g e  ( +  ta x  in K y .) .

SO M E A V A IL A B L E  T O PIC S
•  G od’s LA W  is Good, His 

Gospel is Glorious

•  M IR A C L E S Now? O f 
Course!

•  I am the Lord, who 
H EA LS You

•  God can do M O R E  with 
your Sin than ju st Forgive 
it

•  Tell me a S T O R Y  (modem 
parables for the unsaved)

•  Our FA T H E R  in Heaven

•  There Shall be SH O W ERS 
o f Blessing (Revivals in 
many times/places)

•  God V IS IT S  Us (M ore 
about revivals)

•  W e Need to be 
FO R G IV E N , and 
FO R G IV IN G

•  G od’s SON dwelt among us

•  How Important is TH E  
H O L Y  SPIR IT ?

•  Do we S T IF L E  G od’s 
Power?

•  Improving our F A M IL IE S
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