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"Holding forth the Word of Life."

O C T O B E R , 1994

GROW UP!
Are you a spiritual wimp?

Are you a 250-lb. weakling, morally?
Are you a babyish adult, an immature veteran?

Then Grow Up!

Are you a recent convert to Christ Jesus? 
Welcome! Let’s grow together.

Are you a growing disciple? 
Wonderful; but let’s press on more and more.



M ark and Candy G arrett Senegal, W . Africa Sept. 1994
Early June 21st, a thunderstorm announced the start of the rainy 

season here in Senegal. But being in the middle of labor, Candy 
wasn’t too thrilled about it. Candy checked in to the Clinic in Dakar 
at 12:30 pm and one hour later, our second child was born. He 
weighed 8 lbs, 13 oz. and has been "growing like a weed" ever since.

Bryan is making a lot of changes in our lives, but not as many as 
we are making in his. We change him at least 50 times a day! We 
sleep less but the joys of a new baby in the house are worth it.

Eight days after a baby is born here, there is a naming ceremony 
and a party. This custom is called "Ngente." To celebrate Bryan’s 
birth we hosted a modified "Ngente" in our courtyard. We prepared 
Senegalese food and invited the believers to spend the day with us. It 
was both a celebration and an opportunity to demonstrate and teach 
Christian principles.

First we explained to everyone our responsibility as Christian 
parents and the meaning of our son’s name. Bryan means "strong, 
sincere." Elliott means "faithful to God." Then we dedicated him to 
God in prayer. Then there was music. A "Ngente" in Senegal must 
include a dance, so Candy and I showed them how to clog, Bluegrass 
style!

Our "Ngente" also opened up a discussion about Jesus with one 
Muslim neighbor that very night. He was very curious about why we 
wanted everyone in the world to know about our Lord!

It was music to our ears. We found a small Toyota station wagon 
in great condition at a bargain price. A missionary in Dakar had left 
it for sale here when he relocated to the USA. The gifts we have re
ceived so far put our car fund at 53% . Gifts should be directed to 
our ministry account and designated for our car fund. Thanks to all 
who have given so far!

We are now in the middle of rainy season (flash flood season!). 
Each time a storm blows up, Candy and I form the rain brigade. 
"Close the windows! Get out the mop rags!" The same cracks in the 
windows that had let in dust during dry season also let in water. Two 
weeks ago it rained so hard that we wondered about building a dike in 
front of the door. But we are glad for rain. Our dusty land has 
turned a beautiful green.

If you want to receive their newsletters, send your name and
address to 399 College St., Winchester, KY 40391.

See page 311 for the Ashleys’ newsletter.
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THEM E: G R O W  U P!

SPIRITUAL M A TU RITY:
CRISIS OR PROCESS?

C o m p ile d  b y  A l e x  V .  W ils o n

" S ix  d a y s a fte r m y co n v e rs io n  I b e c a m e  a  m a tu re  C h ris tia n ,"  
c la im e d  a you th fu l b e lie v e r se v e ra l y e a rs  a g o . W h a t a sad m isu n d er
stan d in g h e  sh o w ed  o f  w h at m a tu rity  is and h o w  it is a ch ie v e d .

V a rio u s  C h ristia n s d isa g re e  ab ou t th e  e n tire  su b je ct o f  g ro w th  and  
m a tu rity . S o m e , like th e n ew  co n v e rt ju s t  m en tio n ed , e x p e c t  full 
g ro w th  all in o n e  big  s p u r t- in s ta n t  m a tu rity . Jo h n  S to tt co m m e n ts , 
"T h e y  a re  lo o k in g  fo r  a se co n d  c ris is  co m p a ra b le  to  th e n ew  b irth , 
and a re  h op in g  that by it G od w ill a cco m p lish  fo r  th e m  su d d en ly  w hat 
H e  h as o rd a in e d  w ill g ro w  g ra d u a lly ."  T h e  re su lt o f  th e  H o ly  S p irit’s 
p re s e n c e  in o u r  lives is ca lled  " f r u it ,"  and fru it rip en s o v e r  a p eriod  
o f  tim e —n ot o v e rn ig h t.

A  se co n d  e rro r  is w o rse  th an  th e f irs t . It is sm u g  se lfco n te n t
m e n t, w ith  no c o n c e rn  fo r  m a tu rity . S o m e  fo lk s  a re  satisfied  to  stay  
a s  th ey  a re , so  lon g as th e y ’ ll g e t to  h e a v e n  (th ey  h o p e ). T h e y  are  
p etrified  sa in ts . T h e ir  m o tto  is , " A s  it w a s in th e  b eg in n in g , is n ow , 
and e v e r  shall b e , w o rld  w ith o u t e n d ."  T h e y  d o n ’t w an t to  g r o w , fo r  
g ro w th  m ean s c h a n g e . S u ch  o u tg ro w in g  o f  o ld  attitu d es and habits  
d o cs  n ot in te re st th e m  in th e  le a s t . A r e  su ch  p e o p le  re a lly  sa v e d ?  
O n ly  G od k n o w s! B u t H e  w a rn s  us th at " fa ith "  m inus w o rk s is d ead .

F a r  d istan t fro m  th e se  tw o  e x tre m e s  lies th e  tru e  path o f  h o lin ess . 
It is the w a y  o f  hunger o f  h e a r t , o f  d eep  yearning  a fte r th e  L o rd  H im 
s e lf , o f  fo rg e ttin g  w h at is b ehind  and pressing on  to w ard  th e  goal 
(M a tt . 5 : 6  &  P s a . 1 0 6 :9 ;  P s a . 4 2 : 1 ,  2  &  6 3 : 1 ;  P h il. 3 :1 2 - 1 4 ) .  It 
m e a n s growing  in g r a c e  and th e  k n o w led g e  o f  C h ris t, and abounding 
m ore and m ore in lo v e  (1 P e t . 3 :1 8 ;  1 T h e s . 3 : 1 2 ;  4 : 1 , 1 0 ) .

L e t ’ s e x a m in e  th e  im p o rtan t q u estion  b rie fly  m en tion ed  a lre a d y . 
A fte r  a  p e rso n  is s a v e d , sh ould  h e  th en  seek  som e kind o f  crisis expe
rien ce  in ad d ition  to  th e  ju stifica tio n  and n ew  birth  h e  h as re c e iv e d ?  
T h e  fo llo w in g  q u otation s p ro v id e  m u ch  fo o d  fo r  th ou gh t o n  this r e 
cu rrin g  q u e stio n .
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K en eth  P r io r ,  in a b ala n ce d  b o o k  entitled  The Way o f  H oliness 
(p u blish ed  b y  In ter V a rs ity  P r e s s ) ,  c la r ifie s  the p ro b lem  fo r  u s . T h e  
fo llo w in g  e x c e rp ts  a re  d ire c t q u o tatio n s fro m  the ch a p te r ca lled  " C r i 
ses o n  th e W a y " :

The Christian life norm ally m akes p rogress by steady growth, and  
this is what Scripture encourages us to expect. What then do we 
m ake o f  the Christian who claim s to have experienced a  sudden and  
decisive change subsequent to h is conversion, which has resulted in 
his Christian life being victorious to a  fa r  greater degree than before?

As experience o f  this kind is not necessarily incom patible with the 
steady growth w hich, as we saw , is a  prom inent fea tu re o f  the Chris
tian life . It is fe a s ib le  that there will be times in a  Christian's life 
when he w ill m ake m ore p rogress than at other tim es . . . .  What can  
be m isleading, how ever, is to assum e such an experience to be a  nor
m al p art o f  every C hristian ’s life , and think that any Christian who 
has not h ad  it ought to see  i t . . .

Som e exam ples o f   "Second B lessin g": a) Recovery from Back
sliding. It is not surprising that som e outstanding experiences in 
Christian life  a re  a  recovery from  backsliding. The Holy Spirit is 
grieved by sin (Eph. 4 :30) and ceases to f i l l  the backslider. Repen
tance is then the only road  to recovery. I f  the m em bers o f  the church 
at Ephesus h eed ed  the charge, " You have lost your fir st lo v e " (Rev. 
2 :4 ), this would have involved them in a decisive turning-point in 
their Christian lives‒ a  crisis experience.

b) A Crisis of Discovery. Som etim es great blessings attend the 
discovery o f  a  n eg lected  truth. F or exam ple, many Christians look  
back  warmly on their discovery o f  the sovereignty o f  God and other 
truths connected with it. Verses like "You did not choose m e, but I  
chose you " (Jn. 15:16) have fille d  them  with a  sense o f  wonder at the 
grace o f  G od, that H e should take the initiative in bringing them to 
salvation in Christ.

c) An Awareness of the Cost o f Discipleship. Many who grow  
up in Christian hom es fin d  it easy to m ake a Christian profession , 
perhaps less costly than resisting the gospel . So fo r  a  time the young 
Christian is oblivious to som e o f  the issues o f  bearing the cross. Then 
he g oes into the w orld w here living fo r  Christ is no longer the easy  
thing it was in the shelter o f  his Christian hom e. The m atter o f  d isci
p lesh ip  now must b e fa c ed , and such an experience can involve a  rea l 
crisis.

Various Types of Crisis Experiences
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d) Full Assurance. There is a  d ifferen ce betw een a  fa ith  which is 
enough fo r  salvation, and that which is su fficient fo r  fu l l assurance. 
Not every Christian has the latter. It is for this that we are to seek 
diligently (Heb. 6 :11).

e) Crisis of Guidance. A young p erson ’s discovery o f  G od ’s will 
fo r  his life and his appropriate reaction  can b e  a  decisive step, with 
far-reach in g  effects in the quality o f  his life .

How then shall we summ arize a ll this? That Christians d o  have 
crises no one can deny. They can often b e ben eficial. But we should 
not err by insisting that every Christian needs a  crisis experien ce fo l 
lowing salvation. Then, too, observe the way these crises vary. We 
have m entioned only a  few . (End o f  excerpts from  P rior.)

The Three-Fold Function of Scripture

James Philip’s booklet, Christian Maturity (published by Inter- 
Varsity Press), gives additional insights that will help us. Ponder 
these quotations:

A ccording to the Scriptures, conversion and consecration are si
multaneous, in the sense that no conversion ev er really  takes p lace  
that does not involve a  true consecration  to C hrist. One does not give 
part of one’s allegiance to Christ at conversion, then at a later stage 
make a complete surrender to Him called consecration. One does not 
enter into the kingdom at all except on terms of unconditional surren
der. This, in fact is what conversion means.

But—and this is important—a believer may lose the keen edge 
of his consecration and fa ll  aw ay from  that attitude to total com m it
m ent which m arked his entrance into the kingdom  o f  G od. If he does 
so, then a new consecration is necessary, and som etim es this is 
quite as clear-cu t and decisive as a  conversion experien ce—a crisis in
d eed . But it is necessary to be c lea r about w hat has happened. It is 
not an advance to another stage of experience so much as a return 
to the previous one. A great d ea l depends on realizing this. F or ob 
viously, i f  a  believ er d oes not fa ll  aw ay from  his fir s t consecration , 
but fo llow s on to know the L ord  ever m ore deeply , he d oes not require 
to renew  it again  (except in so  fa r  as  our consecration  is renew ed day 
by day and hour by hour, which is not the poin t at issue h ere).

Now  the ministry of the Word may be said to have a threefold 
function. It can be  (1) illuminative, in that it enlightens the minds 
of those who are ignorant or confused in their understanding o f  the 
gospel. It can be (2) therapeutic, in that it is  medicine for those 
who are spiritually sick. It can be (3) edifying, in that it provides
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food for those who are spiritually healthy and growing in the spiri
tual life . It is certainly true that spiritual illumination can take p lace  
suddenly. 7  see it n ow ,” a  man m ay cry, as the truth com es hom e to 
him with a ll the fo r c e  o f  a  new revelation , and from  that poin t on
w ards there is m arked d ifferen ce in his life. A crisis has com e, so to 
speak, in his spiritual thinking.

It is true in the sam e way that a  crisis can take p la ce  when the a c 
tion o f  the Word on a  m an ’s sou l is therapeutic, in the sense that it 
com es to convict and challen ge him concerning things that ought not 
to be in h is life . The pressure o f  the Word and Spirit o f  God may be 
such that a  crisis-involvin g a  sp ecific thing or person ‒ is precip itated  
in his heart. Jesu s sa id : "If thy right hand offen d thee, cut it o f f  " 
That is crisis indeed in the believer's experience, in that it dem ands 
drastic action  to put m atters right. Sim ilarly, in the sphere o f  m edi
cine, appendicitis is a  "cris is" requiring im m ediate surgical interven
tion to safegu ard life  and health. But this drastic "crisis-action” in 
the spiritual realm  is therapeutic, and in one very im portant sense 
only preparatory  to the real business o f  Christian growth. It rem oves 
the hindrance to grow th, and m akes it p ossib le, but it is not the 
growth itself, ju st as  surgery rem oves the cause o f  illness and m akes 
p ossib le better health  in the future.

I f  a  man undergoes a  crisis in his spiritual experience, this is 
likely to be what has happened to him. We should be glad, o f  cou rse; 
but we must not m isunderstand o r  m isinterpret it, o r  confuse it to 
m ean that spiritually speaking he has "arrived". On the contrary, he 
has only now set out on the rea l road  o f  advance. Now he can begin  
to grow , when the hindrances have been  rem oved. But to insist, as is 
sometimes done, that every believer must have a crisis experience 
before he can know the fullness of God in his life, is as misleading 
and erroneous as to say that everyone must have his appendix re
moved before true health is possible. A ma n  who has not slipped  
back  from  his fir s t consecration , but has progressed  steadily in the 
spiritual life, d oes not n eed  the therapy o f  the Word in this sense, but 
its nourishment, to bu ild  him up and lead  him on to maturity. The 
therapy o f  the Word m erely brings us to the poin t w here new life  and  
developm ent are  p ossib le, and this is the beginning not the goal, o f  
true spiritual life.

Real, effectual Christian experience, it must be insisted, does 
not begin properly until the believer comes to the obedience of 
faith in terms of total consecration to Christ. This needs to be un
derlin ed  in a  time when it is all too readily assumed and taught that 
Christians should be striving towards consecration of life as an 
ideal or goal, instead of beginning from it as a base, as d id  a ll the 
h eroes o f  fa ith  w hose lives are recorded  in the Scriptures. A braham

293



did  not asp ire to obed ien ce; be began  with it (Heb. 11 :8), and noth
ing else can explain the vitality o f  his w alk with God. From  the outset 
D aniel "purposed in his heart that h e would not d efile h im self," and  
this alon e accounts fo r  the undeviating faith fu ln ess o f  his witness 
throughout a  long and testing experience. (End of quotation from 
Philip; emphasis added by AVW .)

George M ueller’s Experience

One of the outstanding Christians of all time was George Muel
ler. He was a man of great faith and prayerfulness, who for decades 
ran an orphanage in England. Every believer should read his biogra
phy. After he reached ninety years, he gave the following testimony. 
Evaluate it in the light of the principles we have studied:

"I was converted in 1825 but I only came into the full surrender 
of my heart four years later. It was then that my love for money was 
taken away, and my love for position and for worldly pleasures. 
God, God alone became my portion: I found my all in all in Him. 
And by God’s grace this condition has remained and has made me an 
exceedingly happy man. I read a little of the Bible before, but pre
ferred other books. But since that time God has wonderfully revealed 
Himself to me and I can say from my heart, God is an infinitely 
lovely Being.

 

"God showed me that His word alone is to be our standard in 
spiritual things, and that it can only be explained by the Holy Spirit— 
that He is the Teacher of His people. The work of the Holy Spirit I 
had not understood in my experience before that time. Understanding 
that point especially had a great effect on me. The first evening that I 
shut myself into my room to pray and meditate over the Bible I 
learned more in a few hours than I had learned in the previous sev
eral months. But the particular difference was that I received real 
strength in my soul as a result of doing this. The change was so great 
that it was like a second conversion.

Our generous Father can give enriching and exciting "second 
blessings "-lik e  Mueller’s, perhaps-to people today, when He so 
chooses. Maybe you  need one! He knows our needs and how to 
meet them. But not just a "second blessing"; He delights in impart
ing third and fourth blessings, and twentieth, and one hundredth as 
well. His mercies are new every m orning .

But let’s remember He uses endless variety. He never takes a 
cookie-cutter approach. He is not mass-producing Christians on an 
assembly-line. He is a creative artist who handcrafts each product in
dividually. Yet His goal for us all is the same: to make us holy.

294



THE RESPONSIBILITY TO GROW
Summary o f a sermon preached by John Stott

So put away all malice and all guile and insincerity and envy 
and all slander. Like newborn babes, long for the pure spiritual 
milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation; for you have 
tasted the kindness of the Lord. (1 Peter 2:1-3 RSV)

Some of Peter’s readers, both ancient and modern, may well be 
surprised to f ind themselves likened to "newborn babes," Yet the 
reason for Peter’s choice of metaphor emerges in 1:23, "you have 
been born anew." It is the new birth which makes us resemble new
born babies.

Now the major desire of parents for a newborn child is that he 
will grow into maturity. Just so, when God our heavenly Father be
gets us by his Word and Spirit, he has the same expectation. Like 
newborn babies we are to grow up.

Birth and growth belong together. Growth is impossible without 
birth and indispensable after it. Yet birth and growth must be distin
guished from each other. For birth is an almost instantaneous event. 
Of course the embryo develops for months during the period of gesta
tion, and labor may last a few hours. But birth itself, the child’s 
emergence into independent life, is a sudden and dramatic event. 
Growth, on the other hand, is a slow and steady process. It takes 
only a few hours for a baby to be bom; but it takes 18 years to attain 
legal majority, and to attain full physical and emotional maturity may 
take perhaps 25 years.

The pattern is similar in the Christian life. The new birth (when 
God begets us or imparts to us a new, spiritual and eternal life) is in
stantaneous, whether we are conscious of it or not. But it is followed 
by a lifetime of growth into maturity. It is this responsibility to grow 
which is our theme today.

Yet the very notion of Christian growth is distasteful to many. 
Some have such a static view of the Christian life that they neither 
grow nor expect to grow; they are at a standstill. Others are looking 
for a second crisis comparable to the new birth and are hoping that by 
it God will accomplish for them suddenly what he has ordained will 
grow gradually. So we need to consider carefully what Scripture 
teaches about the nature and conditions of Christian growth.
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1. The N ature of Christian G row th (what it is)

E v e ry b o d y  u n d erstan d s physical g ro w th , and  m o st p eo p le  h a v e  
so m e  g ra sp  o f  th e  sta g e s  o f  em otional d e v e lo p m e n t. B u t m an y  p eo p le  
h a v e  o n ly  th e  h a z ie st c o n ce p t o f  w h at is m ean t b y  spiritual g ro w th .

T h e  N ew  T e sta m e n t au th o rs w rite  o f  o u r n eed  to  g ro w  in se v e ra l  
a re a s  o f  o u r C h ris tia n  life—in k n o w le d g e  ( " g r o w  in . . .  th e  k n o w l
e d g e  o f  o u r  L o rd  and S a v io r Je su s  C h r is t" ) ,  in  fa i th  ( " L o r d ,  in cre a se  
o u r  fa i th " ) , in lo v e  ( " w e  e x h o rt y o u  to  lo v e  o n e  an o th er m o re  and  
m o r e " )  and e sp e cia lly  in h o lin e ss  ( " w e  . . .  a re  b ein g  ch a n g e d  into  
h is lik en ess fro m  o n e  d e g re e  o f  g lo ry  to  a n o th e r " ) .

It is this la s t kind o f  g ro w th  o n  w h ich  th e  a p o stle  P e te r  c o n c e n 
tr a te s . H is d e s ire  is th at w e  "m a y  g ro w  up to  s a lv a tio n ."  S o m e  p e o 
p le  a re  p u zzled  b y  this e x p re ss io n . " S u r e l y ,"  th ey  sa y  "w h e n  w e  
c a m e  to  Je su s  in p en ite n ce  and fa ith , h e  sa v e d  u s?  S u re ly , w e  m a y  
c la im  (h u m b ly  b ut d efin ite ly ) th a t w e  h a v e  a lre a d y  re ce iv e d  sa lv a tio n ?  
H o w  th en  c a n  P e te r  w rite  o f  g ro w in g  up to  s a lv a tio n ? "  T h e  a n sw er  
to  th is q u estion  is th at "s a lv a tio n "  is a  b ig , b ro a d  and e m b ra cin g  
w o rd . It m ean s n ot o n ly  d e liv e ra n ce  fro m  th e  p e n a lty  o f  sin  and the  
ju d g m e n t o f  G o d  upon  sin , but fro m  th e  d o m in io n  and p o w e r o f  sin  
a s  w e ll. In  a w o rd  "s a lv a tio n "  in clu d es h o lin e s s .

S o  in th e  firs t v e rs e  o f  th is ch a p te r  P e te r  u rg e s  his re a d e rs  to  put 
a w a y  e v e ry th in g  in co n sisten t w ith th eir p ro fe ss io n  to  b e  G o d ’ s ch il
d re n —"a ll m a lic e "  (o r  ill w ill) , "a ll gu ile  and in s in ce rity "  (a n y  fo rm  
o f  d e c e it , p re te n c e  o r  d ish o n e s ty ), " e n v y "  (h a rb o rin g  je a lo u s  
th o u g h ts ), "an d  all s la n d e r"  (b a ck b itin g , g o ssip  and sp eak in g  ev il o f  
p e o p le  w h e th e r to  th e ir  fa c e s  o r  b ehind  th e ir  b a c k ) .  W e  a re  to  b e  en 
tire ly  rid  o f  all th e se  th in gs in th o u g h t, a ttitu d e , w o rd  and d e e d . "P u t  
th e m  a w a y ,"  P e te r  w rite s , and in stead  " g ro w  up to  s a lv a tio n ."  So  
th e se  sins a re  m a rk s  o f  C h ris tia n  im m a tu rity . M a lic e , g u ile , en v y  
and slan d er a re  b a b y ish . I f  o u r liv e s  a re  still c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  su ch  
th in g s , it m ean s th a t w e  h a v e  n e v e r g ro w n  u p .

B y  c o n tra s t , th e  c h ie f  m a rk  o f  m atu rity  in C h ris tia n  c h a ra c te r  is 
lo v e . " L o v e  o n e  an o th er e a rn e stly  f ro m  th e  h e a r t ,"  P e te r  h as b een  
u rg in g  ( 1 :2 2 ) .  T h is  is o n ly  lo g ic a l , b e ca u s e  G o d  is lo v e . I f  G o d  is 
lo v e , and if  b y  th e  n ew  birth  w e h a v e  b e c o m e  p a rta k e rs  o f  th e  d iv in e  
n atu re  (2  P e te r  1 :4 ) ,  th en  o f  co u rs e  w e  m u st e x h ib it th is n ew  n atu re  
in  o u r c h a ra c te r  and c o n d u c t. Je su s  said  so  in th e  se rm o n  o n  the  
m o u n t. "B le sse d  a re  th e p e a c e m a k e rs , fo r  th e y  shall b e  ca lle d  the  
so n s o f  G o d ."  " L o v e  y o u r e n e m ie s , p ra y  f o r  th o se  w h o p e rse cu te  
y o u , so th at y o u  m a y  b e  son s o f  y o u r F a th e r  in  h e a v e n , fo r  h e m a k e s  
h is su n  rise  o n  th e  evil and o n  th e  go o d  and se n d s ra in  o n  th e ju s t  and
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th e u n ju s t."  In o th e r w o rd s , s in ce  G od  is h im se lf a  p e a ce m a k e r and  
lo v es  h is  e n e m ie s , w e  m u st b e th e  s a m e . H o w  c a n  w e  cla im  to  be  
G o d ’ s ch ild re n , p a rta k e rs  o f  his n a tu re , i f  o u r lives a re  n o t m ark ed  b y  
lo v e ?  A ll se lf -ce n te re d n e ss , p re o ccu p a tio n  w ith o u r o w n  silly little  
selfish  a m b itio n s, th e  in ab ility  to re la te  to  o th e r p e o p le  and th e re lu c 
ta n ce  to  g iv e  o u rse lv e s  to  se rv e  th e m  a re  sign s o f  im m a tu rity , if  not 
th at w e  h a v e  n e v e r b een  b o r n  a g a i n . T h e  m a tu rity  in to  w h ich  G od  
w an ts u s to  g ro w  is th e  m a tu rity  o f  lo v e .

2 . The Conditions of G row th (how it happens)

T h e  tw o p rin cip al co n d itio n s fo r  th e  g ro w th  o f  a ch ild  a re  d iet 
and d isc ip lin e . B o th  a re  stressed  in th e  N ew  T e sta m e n t.

a) D iet. T h e  firs t co n d itio n  fo r  th e  h ealth y  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  a  
n ew b o rn  b ab y  is th e re g u la rity  o f  a  rig h t d ie t. It m u st b e  righ t (m ilk ) 
and re g u la r  (e v e ry  fo u r h o u rs ) .

N o w  n ew b o rn  b ab es in C h ris t a lso  need  m ilk . In d eed , w e co n 
tinu e to  need  it e v e n  w h en  w e  a re  g ro w n  u p . T h is m ilk  is not m a te 
rial b u t "s p ir itu a l ,"  m ilk  fo r  th e m ind n o t th e  b o d y , fo r  th e  soul not 
the s to m a c h . O r the G re e k  w o rd  m a y  m e a n  not "sp iritu a l"  but " r a 
tio n a l ,"  th e  m ilk  o f  th e  W o r d . A lre a d y  in  1 :2 3  the a p o stle  h as sh ow n  
th at th e  G o d -o rd ain ed  m e a n s o f  th e  n ew  b irth  is "th e  livin g  and abid
ing w o rd  o f  G o d " w h ich  h e  la te r id en tifies as "th e  g o o d  n ew s w h ich  
w as p re a ch e d  to y o u " ( v . 2 5 ) .  N o w  th is sa m e  "w o rd "  (G o d ’s re v e la 
tion  o f  h im se lf  in C h ris t and  in S crip tu re ) is the m ean s o f  g ro w th  as 
o f  b irth . G o d ’ s W o rd  is seed  ca u sin g  b irth  and m ilk  ca u sin g  g ro w th .

N o th in g  is m o re  im p o rtan t in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  C h ris tia n  g ro w th  th an  
th e re g u la r , th ou ghtfu l a ssim ila tio n  o f  G o d ’ s W o rd , th e discip lined  
p ra c tic e  o f  S crip tu re  m e d ita tio n . W e  need  to  learn  to  sip , sa v o r and  
d ig est it e v e ry  d a y , indeed  to  "lo n g  fo r  th e  p u re  sp iritu al m ilk ."  T h e  
v e rb  "lo n g  fo r"  is a  s tro n g  o n e , in d icatin g  in ten se d e s ire . It w as  
u se d , fo r  e x a m p le , in  th e  G re e k  v e rs io n  o f  P sa lm  4 2 :1  "a s  the d e e r  
pants fo r  th e flo w in g  s tre a m s , so  m y  sou l th irsts  fo r  y o u , O  G o d ."  
O n e c o m m e n ta to r  su g g e sts  th at th e  a p o stle  P e te r  is w an ting  to d e 
scrib e  " th e  a rd o r o f  th e  su ck led  c h ild ."  H e  g o e s  o n  to  sa y  that "y o u  
h a v e  tasted  the kin dn ess o f  th e  L o rd "  (q u otin g  P sa lm  3 4 :8 ) .  H e  
seem s to  be sayin g  th at if  w e  h av e  h ad  a ta s te , w e  m u st g o  o n  to  g e t a 
th irs t.

O n e o f  to d a y ’s m o st tra g ic  p h en o m en a is th e  ja d e d  ap petite  o f  th e  
a v e ra g e  ch u rch m a n . O n c e  h e  m a y  h a v e  tasted  th e  g ra c io u sn e ss  o f  the  
L o rd  J e s u s . O n ce  h e  sa v o re d  th e  W o rd  o f  G od  and found it to  be  
m ilk and h o n e y . B u t n o w ?  H is sp iritu al p a la te  h as b e co m e  in sen si
tiv e . H e  h as lost h is se n se  o f  ta s te . H e  n o  lo n g e r th irsts  fo r  the p u re ,
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sp iritu al m ilk . Y e t  th e  o n ly  p eo p le  G o d  p ro m ise s  to  b less a re  th ose  
w h o h u n g e r and th irs t. I f  w e  a re  co n sc io u s  o f  a jad ed  a p p etite , th e re  
is o n ly  o n e  thing to  d o . W e  m u st h u m b le  o u rse lv e s  b e fo re  G o d  and  
c r y  to  h im  to  stim u late  o u r  ap petite  until a g a in  o u r m ou th  b eg in s to  
w a te r and w e  th irst fo r  th e  m ilk  o f  H is W o r d .

b) D iscipline. T h e re  is no d ire c t re fe re n c e  in m y  te x t  to  o u r  
h e a v e n ly  F a t h e r ’s d iscip lin e  o f  his c h ild re n , but it is v e ry  p lain ly  
tau g h t in H e b re w s 1 2 :3 - 1 1 .  H e re  w e  a re  rem in d ed  th a t o u r h e a v e n ly  
F a th e r  lo v e s  H is ch ild ren  and th e re fo re  w an ts  to  d o  th e m  g o o d . H e  is 
d ete rm in e d  to  n u rtu re  th em  so  th at th e y  g ro w  to  m a tu rity , and to  this 
end h e  d iscip lin es  th e m .

D iv in e  d iscip lin e  m a y  ta k e  a w id e  v a r ie ty  o f  fo r m s . S o m e tim e s  it 
is a  p riv atio n  by w h ich  h e  d en ies u s so m e th in g  w e  w an t to  h a v e , and  
so m e tim e s  a fru stra tio n  b y  w h ich  h e  d en ies  u s so m eth in g  w e  w an t to  
d o . O r it m a y  be p h y sica l s ick n ess o r  p a in , o r  a  p sy ch o lo g ica l p ro b 
le m , so m e  "th o rn  in th e  fle sh "  w h ich  (a lth o u g h  in o rig in  a m e sse n g e r  
o f  S atan ) is p erm itted  b y  G o d  in o rd e r  to  h um ble u s , to  m ak e us 
a w a re  o f  o u r d ep e n d e n ce  o n  his g r a c e , and  to  co n v in c e  us th at his 
stren g th  is p e rfe cte d  o n ly  in o u r w e a k n e ss .

W e  m u st n ot d esp ise  th e  d iscip lin e  o f  th e  L o r d , o r  a llo w  it to  d is
c o u ra g e  u s . W h e n  o u r F a th e r  d iscip lin es u s , H e  is tre a tin g  us like  
so n s . H e  is d iscip lin in g  u s fo r  o u r g o o d . T ru e , it is p ain fu l fo r  the  
m o m e n t, b u t " la te r  it y ie ld s  th e p e a ce fu l fru it o f  r ig h te o u sn e ss  to  
th o se  w h o h a v e  train ed  b y  i t ."

T h is  w illin gn ess to  su ffe r  and to b e d iscip lin ed  b y su ffe rin g  is a 
g o o d  test o f  th e  stren g th  o f  o u r lon gin g  fo r  h o lin e ss . W e  sa y  w e w ant 
to  b e  h o ly . W e  talk  p io u sly  ab out b e co m in g  lik e J e s u s . B u t a re  w e  
w illin g  to  p a y  th e p r ic e ?  A r e  w e p re p a re d  fo r  o u r h e a v e n ly  F a th e r  to  
d iscip lin e  u s?  H a v e  w e  re a ch e d  th e p o in t w h e re  w e ca n  sa y : " F a 
th e r , I am  in Y o u r  h an d s, lik e  c la y  in th e  h an d s o f  th e  p o tte r . D o  to  
m e  an yth in g  Y o u  w ish , h o w e v e r  p ain fu l, if  o n ly  I know  th at it w ill do  
m e  g o o d , re fin e  m y  c h a ra c te r  and tra n sfo rm  m e into th e  im a g e  o f  
C h r is t ."

G o d ’ s p u rp o se  (e te rn a l, h is to rica l an d  c o n te m p o ra ry ) is n ot on ly  
to  b e g e t us so  that w e  e x p e rie n c e  a  n ew  b irth , but th at w e  m a y  g ro w  
up to  sa lv a tio n  o r  g ro w  in to  m a tu rity . It is a lso  th e  c ry in g  n eed  o f  th e  
ch u rch  and o f  th e  w o rld . M y  d eep est im p re ssio n  in m y  tra v e ls  o v e r 
se a s  is th e  u rg e n t n eed  o f  th e  ch u rch  fo r  le a d e rs , m en  and w o m e n  
w h o a re  m a tu re  in u n d e rsta n d in g , fa ith , lo v e  and h o lin e ss .

B u t th e  m o st n e g le cte d  m ean s o f  g ro w th  is th at d esp ised  and e v e n  
(a t  le a st to  so m e  m o d e rn  y o u n g  p e o p le ) d irty  w o rd  "d is c ip lin e "‒ o u r  
o w n  se lf-d iscip lin e  in d aily  p ra y e r  and B ib le  re a d in g , and  th e L o r d ’ s 
d iscip lin e  o f  u s w h a te v e r fo rm  it m ay  ta k e . T h e re  can  b e n o  d e v e lo p 
m en t w ith ou t d iscip lin e . It is b y  d iscip lin e  th at w e  shall g ro w  into  
m a tu rity  and so b e  ab le to  se rv e  G o d , h is c h u rch  and his w o rld .
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MARKS OF A SPIRITUAL MAN
A .  W . T o z e r

T h e  c o n c e p t o f  sp iritu ality  v a rie s  a m o n g  d ifferen t C h ristian  
g ro u p s . In  so m e  c irc le s  th e  h ig h ly  v o c a l p e rso n  w h o talks re lig io n  
co n tin u ally  is th o u g h t to  b e  v e ry  sp iritu al. O th e rs  a c c e p t n oisy  e x u 
b e ra n c e  as a m a rk  o f  sp iritu ality . A n d  in so m e  ch u rch e s  th e m an  w h o  
p ra y s  f irs t , lo n g e st and lou d est g e ts  a rep u tatio n  fo r  b ein g th e m o st  
spiritual m an  in th e  a sse m b ly .

N o w  a  v ig o ro u s  te s tim o n y , freq u en t p ra y e rs  and loud p ra ise  m ay  
be en tire ly  co n sis te n t w ith sp iritu ality , b ut it is im p o rtan t th at w e  un
d erstan d  th at th e y  d o  not in th e m se lv e s  co n stitu te  it n o r p ro v e  it is 
p re se n t.

T ru e  sp iritu ality  m an ifests  itse lf  in c e rta in  d om in an t d e sire s . 
T h e se  a re  e v e r-p re s e n t, d e ep -settled  w an ts , su fficien tly  p o w erfu l to  
m o tiv a te  and c o n tro l th e life . F o r  co n v e n ie n ce  le t m e n u m b er th e m , 
th ou gh  I m a k e  n o  e ffo rt to  d e cid e  the o rd e r  o f  th e ir  im p o rta n ce .

(1 )  First is the desire to be holy rather than happy. T h e  y e a rn 
ing a fte r  h ap p in ess found so w id ely  am o n g  C h ristian s p ro fe ssin g  a su 
p e rio r  d e g re e  o f  san ctity  is su fficien t p ro o f  th at su ch  san ctity  is not 
indeed p re s e n t.

T h e  tru ly  sp iritu al m an  k n ow s th at G od w ill g iv e  ab u n d an ce o f  
jo y  in H is o w n  tim e , a fte r  w e  h a v e  b e co m e  ab le to  re c e iv e  it w ith ou t 
in jury to  o u r  so u ls . B u t h e  d o e s n o t d em an d  it a t o n c e . Jo h n  W e s le y  
said  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  o n e  o f  th e e a rly  M eth o d ist so cie tie s  th at he  
doubted  th at th e y  had  b een  m a d e  p e rfe c t in lo v e  b e ca u s e  th ey  ca m e  to  
ch u rch  to  e n jo y  re lig io n  in stead  o f  to  learn  h o w  th e y  co u ld  b e co m e  
h o ly .

(2 )  A man may b e considered  spiritual when he wants to see  the 
honor o f  G od advanced through his life, even i f  it m eans that he him 
s e lf must su ffer tem porary dishonor or loss.

S u ch  a  m a n  p ra y s , "H a llo w e d  b y T h y  n a m e ,"  and silently  ad d s, 
"a t an y  c o s t to  m e , L o r d .” H e  liv es  fo r  G o d ’ s h o n o r b y  a spiritual 
re f le x . E v e r y  c h o ic e  in v o lv in g  the g lo ry  o f  G od  is fo r  h im  a lre a d y  
m ad e b e fo re  it p resen ts itse lf . H e  d o es n o t need  to  d eb ate  th e  m a tte r  
w ith his o w n  h e a rt: th e re  is n oth in g to  d e b a te . T h e  g lo ry  o f  G od  is 
n e ce ssa ry  to  h im ; h e  gasp s fo r  it as a su ffo ca tin g  m an  g asp s fo r  a ir .
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(3 )  The spiritual man wants to carry his cross. M a n y  C h ristian s  
a c c e p t a d v e rsity  o r  trib u la tio n  w ith  a sigh  and ca ll it th e ir  c r o s s , fo r 
g ettin g  th at su ch  th in gs c o m e  alike to sain t and sin n e r.

T h e  c r o s s  is th at extra ad v e rsity  that c o m e s  to  us as  a resu lt o f  
o u r o b e d ie n ce  to  C h r is t . T h is  c ro ss  is n ot fo rce d  upon  u s; w e  v o lu n 
ta rily  tak e  it up w ith  full k n o w le d g e  o f  th e c o n se q u e n ce s . W e  ch o o se  
to  o b e y  C h ris t and b y  so  d o in g  ch o o se  to c a r r y  th e  c r o s s .

C a rry in g  a c ro s s  m ean s to  b e a ttach ed  to  th e  p e rso n  o f  C h ris t, 
co m m itte d  to  H is L o rd s h ip , and ob ed ien t to  th e co m m a n d m e n ts  o f  
C h ris t . T h e  m an  w h o  is so  a tta ch e d , so  c o m m itte d , to  o b e d ie n c e , is a 
sp iritu al m a n .

(4 )  A gain, a  Christian is spiritual when he sees everything from  
G od's view point. T h e  ab ility  to  w eigh  all th in gs in th e  d iv in e sca le  
and p la c e  th e  sa m e  v a lu e  u p on  th em  as G od  d o e s is th e m a rk  o f  a 
S p irit filled  life .

G od  lo o k s at and th ro u g h , at th e  sa m e  tim e . H is g a z e  d o es not 
re s t o n  th e  su rfa ce  but p e n e tra te s  to  th e  tru e  m ean in g  o f  th in g s. T h e  
ca rn a l C h ristia n  lo o k s a t an  o b je c t o r  a s itu atio n , but b e ca u s e  h e  d oes  
n o t se e  th ro u g h  it h e  is e la ted  o r  c a s t d o w n  by w h at h e  s e e s . T h e  
sp iritu al m a n  is able to  lo o k  th rou gh  th in gs as G od look s and think o f  
th em  as G od  th in k s. H e  insists on  seein g  all th in gs a s  G od se e s  them  
e v e n  if  it h um bles h im  and e x p o se s  his ig n o ra n ce  to the p o in t o f  real 
p a in .

(5 )  A nother desire o f  the spiritual man is to d ie right rather than 
to live w rong. A  su re  m a rk  o f  th e m atu re  m an  o f  G od  is his n o n ch a 
la n ce  ab o u t liv in g . T h e  e a rth -lo v in g , b o d y -co n sc io u s  C h ris tia n  looks  
u p on  d eath  w ith  num b te r ro r  in his h e a r t . B u t as he g o e s  o n  to live in 
th e  S p irit h e  b e c o m e s  in cre a sin g ly  in d ifferen t to  the n u m b er o f  his 
y e a rs  h e re  b e lo w , b ut in cre a sin g ly  ca re fu l o f  th e  kind o f  life  h e  lives  
w h ile h e is h e re .

H e  w ill n ot p u rch a s e  a few  e x tr a  d a y s o f  life at th e c o s t  o f  c o m 
p ro m ise  o r  fa ilu re . H e  w a n ts  m o st o f  all to  b e rig h t and h e is happy  
to  le t G o d  d e cid e  h o w  lo n g  h e shall l iv e . H e  k n ow s th at h e can  a f
fo rd  to  d ie , n o w  th at h e  is in C h ris t, but h e k n ow s th at h e  ca n n o t a f
fo rd  to  d o  w ro n g , and this k n o w led g e  b e co m e s  a g y ro s c o p e  to  
stab ilize  h is th inking and his a c tin g .

(6 )  The desire to see  others advance at his expense is another 
m ark o f  the spiritual m an. H e  w an ts to  se e  o th e r C h ristian s a b o v e  
h im  and is h ap p y  w h en  th e y  a re  p ro m o te d  and h e is o v e rlo o k e d .
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T h e re  is no en v y  in his h e a rt; w h en  his b re th re n  a re  h o n o re d  h e  is 
p leased  b e ca u se  su ch  is th e w ill o f  G od  and th at w ill is h is earth ly  
h e a v e n . I f  G od  is p le a se d , h e  is p leased  fo r  th at re a so n , and if  it 
p leases G od to  e x a lt  an o th er a b o v e  h im  he is co n ten t to  h av e  it s o .

(7 )  The spiritual man habitually m akes eternity-judgments instead  
o f  tim e-judgm ents. B y  faith h e  rise s  ab o v e  th e  tug o f  earth  and the  
flo w  o f  tim e and learn s to  th in k  and feel as o n e  w h o h as a lre a d y  left  
th e  w o rld  and g o n e  to  jo in  th e  in n u m erab le  co m p a n y  o f  an g els  and  
th e  g e n eral a sse m b ly  and ch u rch  o f  th e F irs t-b o rn , w h ich  a re  w ritten  
in h e a v e n . S u ch  a m an  w ou ld  ra th e r b e u sefu l th an  fam o u s and  
w ou ld  ra th er s e rv e  than b e  s e rv e d .

A nd all th is m u st be by th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  H o ly  S p irit w ithin  
h im . N o m an  c a n  b e co m e  sp iritu al by h im se lf. O n ly  th e  fre e  S p irit 
ca n  m ak e a m an  sp iritu a l.

QUESTIONS ASKED OF US
C a r l  K i t z m il le r

In becom ing Christians do peop le repent o f  sin or grow out o f  sin?
M y  initial a n sw e r to  this q u estion  i s :" B o th ."  B u t it is an  a n sw e r  

th at needs an e x p la n a tio n .

T h e  on e ask in g  the q u estion  is co n ce rn e d  th at so m e  p e o p le  in 
co m in g  to  C h ris t se e m  to  h a v e  th e  id ea th at th ey  c a n  h old  o n  to  c e r 
tain  w ro n g  th in g s in th eir lives w ith  the th ou gh t th at th e y  w ill ev e n tu 
ally  g ro w  out o f  th e m . C e rta in ly  th e re  a re  th o se  w h o tre a t co n v e rs io n  
v e ry  su p e rfic ia lly  w ho o ften  le a v e  rep e n ta n ce  o u t o f  th e "w h a t-to -d o "  
te a ch in g  g iv e n  to  in q u ire rs . It is p o p u lar in  so m e  q u arters  to  ca ll fo r  
a co m m itm e n t to  C h ris t w h ich  se e m s to  ask  fo r  o r  e x p e c t little  m o re  
th an  a  s ig n a tu re  o n  a  ca rd  o r  a  co n fe ssio n  th at " I  w an t to  b e  re c o g 
nized  as a C h r is tia n ."  T h e re  a re  th o se  asking fo r  d ecisio n s fo r  C h ris t  
w h o do not se e m  to  re a liz e  th at th is also  in v o lv es  a d e cis io n  ag ain st  
sin .

L e t  it b e  said  v e ry  c le a r ly  th at re p e n ta n ce  to w a rd  G od is a  n e c e s 
sa ry  p a rt o f  o u r re sp o n se  to  th e g o sp e l o f  C h ris t i f  w e  a re  to  b e sa v e d . 
A n d  o u r re p e n ta n ce  is n ot o f  s o m e  sin s , p art o f  o u r sin s, o r  e v e n  m o st  
o f  o u r sin s—it is re p e n ta n ce  o f  s in , w h a te v e r is w ro n g  in o u r liv e s , 
w h a te v e r m isses  th e  m a rk  and is n ot in th e  w ill o f  G o d . T h e  v e ry  
m o m en t w e b egin  to  re s e rv e  so m e  c o m e r  o f  o u r life  and w an t to  be  
rid o f  all sin e x c e p t s u ch -a n d -su ch , w e  sh ow  th at w e  a re  try in g  to  r e 
pent s e le c tiv e ly  and th at is n o t re p e n ta n ce  o f  sin . W h a t w ife  w an ts to  
h e a r th at h e r h usband h as d e cid e d  to stop co m m ittin g  ad u ltery  w ith
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s ix  d ifferen t w o m e n , th at h e  h as "re p e n te d "  and n ow  o n ly  intends to  
d o  so w ith ju s t  o n e  o th e r w o m a n ?  T ru e  re p e n ta n ce  is n o t se le ctiv e  
b ut c o v e rs  e v e ry  k n ow n  a re a  o f  sin n in g .

M o re o v e r , re p e n ta n ce  is a  p rereq u isite  o f  th e  n ew  b irth . N ew  
T e sta m e n t m e sse n g e rs  in clu d ed  re p e n ta n ce  in th e ir  m e s s a g e  (A c ts  
2 : 3 8 ;  3 : 1 9 ;  5 : 3 1 ;  2 0 : 2 1 ) .  F r o m  th e  b egin n in g  to  th e  end o f  th e  B i
b le  re p e n ta n ce  p re ce d e s  th e  fo rg iv e n e ss  o f  s in s . It is n o t so m eth in g  
ad ded  to  faith  as a w o rk  o f  m e rit ; it is o n e  o f  th e  a c tiv itie s  o f  tru e  
faith  in a G o d  w h o ab o m in a te s  s in . B u t it is th e re . T h e re  is n o t e v e n  
a h in t th at G o d  fo rg iv e s  k n ow n  sin  in resp o n sib le  p e rso n s w ith o u t re 
p e n ta n c e .

N o w , w ith o u t re tra ctin g  e v e n  o n e  iota  o f  th e a b o v e , le t us u n d er
stand th at p ro sp e c tiv e  C h ris tia n s  and n ew  C h ristian s do n o t a lw ay s  
re c o g n iz e  so m e  th in gs to  b e sin  w h ich  a re  s in . N e w  C h ris tia n s  a re  
b ab es in C h ris t and im m a tu re  in th eir th in k in g . E v e r y  C h ris tia n  in 
h is g ro w th  b e c o m e s  m o re  a w a re  o f  th e te rrib le n e ss  o f  sin  and likely  
c o m e s  to s e e  th in gs as sin w h ich  h e  m a y  not h a v e  e a rlie r  u n d ersto o d  
to  b e  s o . In th is sen se  h e  m igh t b e said  to  g ro w  o u t o f  sin .

L e t  u s illu stra te . A  y o u n g  m an  b eliev es  th at Je s u s  is th e  C h ris t  
an d , rep en tin g  o f  his sinful life , co n fe sse s  C h ris t and is b ap tized  into  
C h ris t . It is a  g en u in e  c o n v e rs io n  to  C h ris t. L e t  us sa y  h o w e v e r  th at 
h e  h as n o t had  m u ch  p re -C h ris tia n  train in g  as to  w h at th e  B ib le  
te a ch e s  and so  h e  d o e s n o t as re a d ily  re c o g n iz e  sp e c ific  sin s as o th ers  
m ig h t. In  sp ite  o f  h is im m a tu re  s ta te , su ch  a o n e  is a  g e n u in e  C h ris 
tia n . N ow  le t u s sa y  th at th is y o u n g  m an  in his life  h as p ick ed  up  
so m e  la n g u a g e  w h ich  is not w h o le so m e . H e  co n tin u es to  u se  th at la n 
g u a g e . T h a t p ro v e s , d o es it n o t, th at h e  n e v e r rep e n te d  o f  s in ?  N o , 
it d o e s  n o t. H e  m a y  h a v e  rep en ted  o f  sin  as a p rin cip le , b u t h is un
d e rstan d in g  m a y  n ot h a v e  ca u g h t up w ith  his p rin c ip le s . H e  d o es not 
intend to  d o  w ro n g , but h e  d o e s , w ith out b ein g  a w a re  th at it is 
w ro n g . N o w , as a fu rth e r d e v e lo p m e n t, so m e o n e  d e c la re s  h is  lan 
g u a g e  to  b e w ro n g  w ith ou t g iv in g  a solid  b asis fo r  it in  G o d ’s w o rd . 
H e  m a y  b e d e te rre d  a b it, b ut d o es  th at p e rso n  k now  w h at h e  is ta lk 
in g  ab o u t? L e t  u s n ot co n fu se  faith  in an  in d ivid u al’ s ju d g m e n t w ith  
faith  in C h r is t . F in a lly , h e  is sh o w n  fro m  th e  w o rd  o f  G o d  th at his 
w o rd s  a re  w r o n g . N o w  h e  m u st re p en t o f  this sin . H e h as n o t g ro w n  
o u t o f  it, b ut h e h as g ro w n  in h is  u n d erstan d in g  so that h e  n ow  in
clu d es it in th o se  w o rk s  o f  d a rk n e ss  h e  w an ts o u t o f  h is life . S u p p o se  
w e  e v e n  g o  a step  fu rth e r . H is  w o rd s  h a v e  b e e n  sp o k en  b y  h a b it, and  
a h ab it is n o t e a sily  b ro k e n . H e  n o  lo n g e r in tends to  u se  th o se  w o rd s , 
b u t h e  slip s . I t  w as not th at h e  h ad  n o t re p e n te d . H e  te m p o ra rily  lost 
a b attle  w ith  th e  fle sh . B u t n ow  th at h e  k n o w s th is  to  b e  sin  h e  c a n 
n o t sh ru g  it o f f . R e p e n ta n ce  is ca lled  f o r .  A nd if  h e  is liv in g  in 
to u ch  w ith  C h ris t as h e  o u g h t to  b e , it w ill b e  d o n e .

T h e re  is a  se n se , th e n , in w h ich  re p e n ta n ce  is p rim a rily  a m a tte r  
o f  th e h e a r t . W e  d o not sa y  th e re  is not a lso  a p ra c tica l s id e . S o m e
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w ro n g s  a re  so  ev id en t th at it is fo o lish  in an y n o rm al c a s e  to  talk  
ab o u t re p e n ta n ce  w h ile  o n e  co n tin u es in th e  a c ts . N o r  a re  w e  talking  
ab ou t p la y in g  g a m e s  w ith  G o d , p reten d in g  an ig n o ra n ce  w h ich  w e do  
not h a v e . G o d  k n ow s o u r h e a r t . W h a t w e  a re  sayin g is that it is p o s
sib le  fo r  a  p e rso n  w h o h as rep en ted  o f  sin  in his h e a rt to  co n tin u e d o 
ing so m e  th in gs b e ca u s e  o f  ig n o ra n ce  o r  im m atu rity  w h ich  w ill be  
re co g n iz e d  as sin  by th e  m o re  d isce rn in g . N ow  w e know  that w h en  
th e re  is a  w illin g n ess to d o  th e L o r d ’ s w ill (Jo h n  7 :1 7 ) ,  d ark n ess d oes  
n ot p e rs is t . W e  m u st b e  fa ir , h o w e v e r , and re c o g n iz e  th at sins o f  ig 
n o ra n ce  ca n  o n ly  b e  rep en ted  o f  in th e  sen se  o f  ce a sin g  fro m  th em  
w h en  w e  c o m e  to  k n ow  th em  to  b e s in s . A nd this is o ften  a p ro ce ss  
o f  g ro w th .

A n o th e r d a n g e r to  b e  avoid ed  is th is -c o n f u s in g  a h u m an  stan d ard  
w ith G o d ’s .  S o m e  th e re  a re  w h o a re  re a d y  to p ro n o u n ce  a  cup o f  
co ffe e  o r  a g la ss  o f  C o k e  sin . N e v e rth e le ss , th at p e rso n  w ho drinks  
th ese  re fre sh m e n ts  is n o t n e ce ssa rily  an  u nrepen tin g  s in n e r; h e  m a y  
sim p ly  se e  th at th e re  is no solid  g ro u n d  o n  w h ich  such  an in terp reta 
tion  sta n d s . I h a v e  so m e  n eig h b o rs and frien ds fo r  w h o m  h o lin ess is 
a p a rtic u la r  sty le  o f  c lo th in g  and h a ir s ty le . A m  I u n rep en tin g  in re 
je c tin g  this a rb itra ry  stan d ard  w h ich  th ey  h av e  ad o p ted ? I do n ot like  
to se e  C h ristia n s u sin g to b a c c o . I th ink  it h inders th eir te s tim o n y . I 
ca n  e v e n  m a k e  th e  p o ssib le  co n n e ctio n  th at it h arm s the tem p le  o f  
G o d . I ’ d like to se e  no C h ristian s e v e r  u sin g th e s tu ff  in an y fo rm .  
B u t I h a v e  k n ow n  and know  so m e  C h ristian s fo r  w h o m  I h av e  a h igh  
re g a rd  w h o u se  it. It is ju s t not an issu e w ith  th e m . T h e y  re je c t m y  
a p p lica tio n  o f  sc rip tu re  w h ich  m ak es it a s in . T h e y  re je c t m y stan d 
a rd , but th ey  d o  n o t b e lie v e  G od  h as m ad e it an  issu e . P re a c h e rs ,  
e ld e rs , te a c h e rs  and o th e rs  h av e  b een  k n ow n  to  b e w ro n g  in w h at 
th ey  d e c la re  to  b e  sin  b e fo re  G o d . T h o s e  p erson s a re  n ot n e ce ssa rily  
w ick ed  sin n ers b e fo re  G o d  w ho re je c t  h um an  ju d g m e n ts  and a p p lica 
tio n s . E v e n  w h en  th e ju d g m en ts and ap p licatio n s a re  rig h t, it m ay  in
v o lv e  g ro w th  in sp iritu al u n d erstan d in g  to  re co g n iz e  it.

N o w  fo r  a s ta te m e n t o r  tw o  in c lo s in g . W e  a re  not sayin g  th at 
o n ly  th a t is sin  w h ich  a p e rso n  re c o g n iz e s  to  b e  s in . G o d ’s w o rd , in 
sp e c ific  d e c la ra tio n  and in p rin cip le  d eterm in es sin . W e  a re  say in g  
that th e re  ca n  o n ly  b e an  a c tiv e  re p e n ta n ce  o f  that sp e cific  sin w hen it 
is k n o w n . S u re ly  th is is on e a re a  w h e re  th e  con tin u al cle a n sin g  o f  sin  
fo r  th e  o n e  ab id in g in C h rist is su ch  a p re cio u s truth  (1 Jo h n  1 :7 ) .  
A g a in , w e  a re  n o t su g g estin g  th at o n e  ca n  deal w ith known sin  b y  
g ro w in g  o u t o f  it and  th at it is to  b e  to le ra te d  until su ch  is a ch ie v e d . 
W e  m a y  g ro w  in stren g th  to  o v e rc o m e  (o r  in o u r aw a re n e ss  o f  th e  
p ro v isio n  fo r  s tren g th  in C h r is t) , but k n ow n  sin m u st b e  rep en ted  o f  
o r e lse  o u r w h o le  o u tlo o k  o n  sin is d e fe c tiv e .
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HEART - STIMULATORS
ab ou t P u rsu in g  H oliness W h o leh earted ly

Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve 
And press with vigor on;

A heav’nly race demands thy zeal, 
 And an immortal crown.

—Philip Doddridge

" I t  is tim e fo r  us to  fa c e  up to  o u r resp o n sib ility  fo r  h o lin ess . 
T o o  o ften  w e sa y  w e  a re  ‘d e fe a te d ’ b y  this o r  th at s in . N o , w e  a re  
not d e fe a te d ; w e  a re  sim p ly  d iso b ed ien t! . . . .W h e n  I sa y  I am  d e 
feated  by so m e  sin , I am  u n co n scio u sly  slipping ou t fro m  u n d er m y  
resp o n sib ility . I am  say in g  so m eth in g  o u tsid e  o f  m e h as d efeated  m e . 
B u t w h en  I say  I am  d iso b ed ien t, th at p la ce s  the resp o n sib ility  fo r m y  
sin sq u arely  o n  m e . W e  m a y , in fa c t , b e d e fe a te d , but th e  re a so n . . . 
is b e ca u se  w e h a v e  ch o se n  to  d iso b e y . W e  h a v e  ch o se n  to  en tertain  
lustful th o u g h ts , o r  to  h a rb o r  re se n tm e n t, o r  to  sh ad e  th e  truth  a little .

—Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit o f Holiness

*  *  *

My soul, be on thy guard; ten thousand foes arise;
The hosts of sin are pressing hard to draw thee from the 

skies.
O watch and fight and pray; the battle ne’er give o ’er;
Renew it boldly every day, and help divine implore."

—George Heath

" T h e  figh t o f  th e C h ris tia n  is w ith  th e  w o rld , th e flesh  and the  
d evil . . . .  W ith  a c o rru p t h e a rt, a  b usy  d e v il, and an  en sn arin g  
w orld  h e  m u st e ith er ‘ f ig h t’ o r  b e  lo st.

" H e  m u st figh t the fle sh . E v e n  a fte r  co n v e rs io n  h e  c a rr ie s  w ithin  
h im  a n atu re  p ro n e  to  e v il, and a h e a rt u n stab le  as w a te r . T o  k eep  
th at h e a rt fro m  g o in g  a s tra y , th e L o rd  Je su s  bids us ‘ w a tch  and p r a y . ’ 
H e  m u st figh t the w orld. T h e  lo v e  o f  th e w o r ld ’s g o o d  th in g s, the  
fe a r  o f  th e  w o rld ’ s la u g h te r o r  b la m e , th e se c re t w ish  to  do as o th ers  
in the w o rld  d o ‒ all th ese  a re  sp iritu al fo e s  w h ich  b e se t the C h ristian  
co n tin u ally  o n  his w a y  to  h e a v e n , and m u st be co n q u e re d . H e m u st 
figh t the devil. E v e r  s in ce  th e  fall o f  A d a m  and E v e  h e  h as b een  ‘g o 
ing to  and fro  in th e  e a rth ’ s triv in g  to  a ch ie v e  o n e  g re a t en d ‒ th e ruin  
o f  m a n ’ s so u l. A n  u n seen  e n e m y , h e is a lw a y s n e a r u s , sp yin g  ou t all 
o u r w a y s  . . . .
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" W e  m ay  ta k e  c o m fo rt  ab o u t o u r sou ls if  w e  know  an yth in g  o f  an  
inw ard  figh t and c o n flic t . It is th e  in v ariab le  co m p an io n  o f  gen u in e  
C h ristia n  h o lin e ss . T h e  ch ild  o f  G od h as tw o  g re a t m ark s ab ou t h im : 
H E  M A Y  B E  K N O W N  B Y  H IS  IN W A R D  W A R F A R E , A S  W E L L  
A S  B Y  H IS  IN W A R D  P E A C E ."  (1 T im . 6 : 1 2 ;  2  T im . 2 : 3 ;  E p h .  
6 :1 1 - 1 3 ;  L k .  1 3 : 2 4 ;  M a tt . 1 0 :3 4 ;  I C o r .  1 6 :1 3 ;  1 T im . 1 : 1 8 -1 9 )

- J .  C. Ryle, Holiness

A charge to keep I have, a God to glorify,
A never-dying soul to save, and fit it for the sky.
To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill;
O may it all my power engage to do my Master’s will!
Arm me with jealous care, as in Thy sight to live,
And O, thy servant, Lord, prepare, a strict account to give!

—Charles Wesley

"T h e  n ew  C h ris tia n  is like a m an  w h o h as learn ed  to d riv e  a  c a r  
in a co u n try  w h e re  tra ffic  m o v e s  o n  the left sid e o f  th e h ig h w a y  and  
su dd en ly  finds h im se lf  in an o th e r co u n try  and fo rc e d  to  d riv e  o n  the  
rig h t. H e m u st u n learn  his old  h abit and m u st le a rn  a n ew  o n e  an d, 
m o re  serio u s o f  a ll , he m u st le a rn  in h e a v y  tr a f f ic . H e  m u st fig h t his  
old  acq u ired  re f le x e s  and le a rn  n ew  o n e s , and h e  h as no tim e  o r  p la ce  
to  p r a c t ic e ."

—A. W . Tozer, O f God and Men

I w an t a p rin cip le  w ithin  o f  w a tch fu l, g o d ly  fe a r ,
A  sen sitiv ity  to  sin , a p ain  to  feel it n e a r .
H elp m e  th e  firs t a p p ro a ch  to  feel o f  p rid e  o r  w ro n g  d e s ire ;
T o  ca tc h  th e  w an d erin g  o f  m y  w ill, and quen ch  th e  kin dlin g  f ire .

F r o m  T h e e  th at I no m o re  m a y  s tra y , no m o re  T h y  g o o d n e ss  
g rie v e ,

G ran t m e th e  filial a w e , I p ra y ; th e ten d er co n s c ie n c e  g iv e .
Q u ick  as th e  ap p le  o f  an  e y e , O  G o d , m y  co n scio u s  m ak e!
A w a k e  m y  sou l w h en  sin is n ig h , and keep  it still a w a k e .

A lm ig h ty  G o d  o f  truth  and lo v e , to  m e  T h y  p o w e r im p art:
T h e  b u rd en  fro m  m y  soul re m o v e , th e  h ard n ess fro m  m y h e a r t .
O  m ay  th e  le a st o m issio n  p ain  m y re a w ak en ed  sou l,
A nd d riv e  m e to  that g r a c e  a g a in , w h ich  m a k e s th e  w ou n d ed  

w h o le .
—Charles Wesley
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" A  fa rm e r  p lo w s his field , so w s th e  se e d , and fertilizes  and cu lti-  
v a te s ‒ all th e  w h ile  k n ow in g th at in th e  final an aly sis  h e  is u tte rly  d e 
p en d en t o n  fo rc e s  ou tsid e  o f  h im se lf . H e  k n ow s h e can n o t c a u s e  the  
se e d  to  g e rm in a te , n o r ca n  h e p ro d u ce  th e  ra in  and su nshine fo r  
g ro w in g  th e c r o p . F o r  a s u cce ss  Ail h a rv e s t, h e  is d ep en d en t o n  th ese  
tilin gs fro m  G o d .

" Y e t  th e  fa rm e r  k now s th at u nless h e  d ilig en tly  p u rsu es h is  r e 
sp on sib ilities  to  p lo w , p lan t, fe r tiliz e , and c u ltiv a te , h e ca n n o t e x p e c t  
a  h a rv e s t a t  th e  end o f  th e  s e a so n . In a se n se  h e is in a p artn ersh ip  
w ith  G o d , and h e  w ill re a p  its b en efits o n ly  w h en  h e  h as fu lfilled  his 
o w n  re sp o n sib ilitie s . F a rm in g  is a jo in t v e n tu re  b etw een  G od  and the  
fa r m e r . The fa rm er cannot d o  what G od must do, and G od w ill not 
d o what the fa rm er should d o .

" W e  ca n  sa y  ju s t as a c c u ra te ly  th at th e p u rsu it o f  h o lin ess is a 
jo in t v e n tu re  b e tw e e n  G od and th e C h ris tia n . N o o n e  ca n  attain  any  
d e g re e  o f  h o lin e ss  w ith out G od w o rk in g  in his life , b ut ju s t as su rely  
n o o n e  w ill a ttain  it w ith ou t e ffo rt o n  his o w n  p a r t . G od h as m a d e  it 
p o ssib le  fo r  us to  w alk  in h o lin e ss . B u t H e  h as g iv e n  to  us th e  re 
sp on sib ility  o f  d o in g  the w alk in g ; H e  d o es not do th at fo r  u s .

—Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit o f Holiness

Is it hard to serve God, timid soul? Hast thou found 
Gloomy forests, dark glens, mountain-tops on thy way?
All the hard would be easy, all the tangles unwound,
Wouldst thou only desire as well as obey.
For the lack of desire is the ill of all ills;
Many thousands through it the dark pathway have trod.
The joy, the delight of regenerate souls 
Is a jubilant pining and longing for God.
God loves to be longed for, He longs to be sought,
For He sought us Himself with such longing and love:
He died for desire of us—marvelous thought!
And He yearns for us now to be with Him above.

—Frederick Faber, altered
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F o r  prospective m issionaries and all other disciples—

MATURE DISCIPLESHIP
B y  R . K en n eth  S tra ch a n , 

fo rm e r  d ire c to r  o f  th e  L a tin  A m e ric a  M ission

O n e o f  th e g re a te s t needs in th e C h ris tia n  to d a y  is m a tu rity . It is 
th e k ey  to  s u c c e s s , th e  fou n dation  fo r  sp iritu al g ro w th , a  c h ie f  req u i
site fo r  m eetin g  th e  te sts  and ch a lle n g e s o f  life . It is th e b asis o f  m o 
ra le  in th e  m iss io n a ry .

B y  m a tu rity , I m e a n  th at quality  o f  tried  d iscip lesh ip  w h ich  sh ow s  
up in a settled  attitu d e o f  o b e d ie n ce  and tru st in th e L o rd  and in a  
p o sitive  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  life  w ith its law s and resp o n sib ilities . B e ca u se  
the m a tu re  d isc ip le  k n o w s that th e L o rd  is ru le r o v e r  all and th at his  
life is in H is h an d s, h e  c a n  c o -o p e ra te  in  an  o rg a n iz a tio n , and w o rk  
u n d er a u th o rity . H e  is p liab le y et co n sta n t and ca n  a lte r his o w n  d e 
sires a c c o rd in g  to  tim e , p erso n s and c irc u m s ta n c e s . H e  h as learn ed  
to se e  a jo b  th ro u g h , to  w a it p atien tly , to  liv e  and let liv e .

It is th is lack  o f  m atu rity  th at is ch ie fly  resp o n sib le  fo r  th e you ng  
m issio n a rie s  w h o re tu rn  d efeated  and d isillu sion ed  fro m  the m ission  
fie ld . A n d  behind m u ch  o f  the fru stra tio n  w h ich  p lag u es us o n  the  
field a re  th o se  sa m e  tra its  again st w h ich  w e m u st c a r r y  o n  u n ceasin g , 
ex h a u stin g  fig h t.

U n d e r fire  o r  p re s s u re , the im m a tu re  individual c ra c k s  u p ; he  
c a n ’t ta k e  it, and u n co n scio u sly  seek s to  ru n  a w a y . W h e re  no sp ecial 
e m e rg e n c y  o r  p re ssu re  is b rou gh t to  b e a r  upon  h im , h e m an ifests  his 
im m atu rity  b y  a g e n e ra l la ck  o f  se lf-d iscip lin e  in life —in w o rk , p e r
sonal h a b its , so cia l re la tio n sh ip s, sp iritu al cu ltu re , w itn essin g , e tc .

Y o u  s a y , but isn ’ t m atu rity  a m a tte r  o f  g ro w th  and w o n ’t that 
c o m e  in d u e tim e ‒ as a  resu lt o f  e x p e rie n c e  o n  th e  field ? Y e s , to  
so m e e x te n t it is a  m a tte r  o f  g ro w th . B u t th e re  is a  fou n dation  th at 
h as to  b e  laid lon g  b e fo re  on e e v e r g ets  to  th e m issio n  fie ld , and it’ s 
b e ca u se  so  m a n y  o f  u s did  n o t lay  d o w n  this fou n d ation  p ro p e rly  that 
w e h a v e  su ch  a  h ard  figh t n o w ‒ and so m e  o f  us h a v e  g iv e n  u p . It 
frig h ten s o n e  to  se e  so  m an y  child  ad ults to d ay  in fu ll-tim e C h ristian  
w o rk . (C h ild  ad u lts b e g e t child  a d u lts -s p ir itu a lly  as w ell as p h ysi
c a lly .)  T h a t is w h y  I ca n n o t th ink  o s  an yth in g m o re  im p o rtan t in 
y o u r p re p a ra tio n  th an  th is lay in g  d o w n  o f  fou n d ation s fo r  m a tu rity .
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Y o u  ask  h o w  o n e  ca n  g o  ab ou t th is?  W h a t co u rs e s  sh ould  you  
ta k e ?  O r to  w h o m  should  you  g o  fo r  co u n sel and h elp ? T h a t ’ s ju st  
th e  tro u b le ! T o d a y  o u r  w h o le  e d u ca tio n a l set-u p  is o n e  th at b reed s  
im m atu rity  b e ca u se  it b ab ies  and n u rses th e  individual a lo n g , sp o o n 
feed in g  h im  a sm a tte rin g  o f  k n o w le d g e , sh elterin g  h im  fro m  fa cin g  
a lo n e , as h e  o u g h t, th e  m a jo r d e cis io n s  o f  h is life , and  ra tio n a liz in g  
fa ilu re  fo r  h im  b y p uttin g  th e b lam e fo r  e v e ry th in g  u p o n  his ch ild 
h o o d  en v iro n m en t and u p b rin g in g . Y o u  c a n ’t  e x p e c t  to  g e t m a tu rity  
as a p re m iu m  fo r  attend in g a tw o -h o u r s e m e ste r  c o u rs e , and p e rso n 
nel co u n s e lo rs , w h ile  p ossib ly  h elp fu l, c a n ’t g iv e  it to  y o u  e ith e r . I t ’ s 
up to  you  a lo n e !

T h e  firs t fou n d ation  sto n e  fo r  y o u  to d a y  is an  a c t  o f  se lf -d e te rm i
n ation  ( i f  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  c o m e  to  it b e fo re ) to  re a lly  y ield  y o u r life  to  
th e  L o rd  and to  tak e  H is c ro s s  into y o u r b o so m  and H is y o k e  upon  
y o u r sh o u ld e rs . H a v in g  thus se rio u sly  co m m itte d  y o u r life  and r e c 
o g n iz in g  th at you  ca n  m ak e  it g o o d  o n ly  th ro u g h  th e  H o ly  S p irit w h o  
d w ells in you  fo r  th at p u rp o se , y o u r n e x t step  is to  p ro v id e  fo r  a d aily  
ra tifica tio n  o f  this m a jo r d e c is io n . A n d  rig h t h e re  th e  c ro s s  and the  
y o k e  c e a s e  to  be m e re ly  h e ro ic  sy m b o ls  and b e c o m e  h ard  but h ealth y  
realities  th at s ta rt you  o n  th e ro ad  to  a d u lth o o d .

B u t h o w  do you g o  ab out this d aily  ra tifica tio n ?  Ju s t  as an  u nd is
cip lined  life is a h a llm a rk  o f  im m a tu rity , so  a life  o f  se lf-d iscip lin e  
(en ab led  th e re to  by th e  H o ly  S p irit) is th e  on ly  road  to  m a tu rity .

T h e r e fo re , as you  an a ly z e  y o u rs e lf  and c o n sid e r th e  v a rio u s  
p h ases o f  y o u r life  and w o rk , y o u  w ill so o n  see  w h e re  d iscip lin e  
needs to  b e  ap p lied . Y o u  w ill re c o g n iz e  th a t b oth  y o u r c u rr ic u la r  and  
e x tra -c u rr ic u la r  a c tiv itie s  (ca re fu lly  c h o se n ) a re  G o d ’ s m e a n s fo r  y o u r  
tra in in g , and you  w ill im p o se  u pon  y o u rs e lf  all th e n e c e s s a ry  d isc i
p lin e fo r  g iv in g  the m o st to  th o se  a c tiv itie s  and thus g e ttin g  th e  m o st  
o u t o f  th e m . It isn ’t n e ce ssa ry  fo r  m e  to  g o  into d e ta i l -b u t  you  
sh o u ld , as you  th rash  this th in g o u t fo r  y o u rs e lf .

B u t let m e su g g e st th a t you  g iv e  p rio rity  to  th re e  p o in ts -b e c a u s e  
you  w ill find th ese  th in gs o f  g re a te s t n eed  o n  th e field  and b e ca u se  
you  w ill p ro b ab ly  h a v e  y o u r p rin cip al b attles  o v e r  th e m .

A three-point formula

T h e  firs t h as to  d o  w ith  p ray er. D o  you  know  h o w  to  p ra y ?  I 
m e a n , h a v e  you  had  d efin ite  d ealin g s w ith  the L o rd ?  D o  you  know  
w h at it is to  w ait u p o n  H im  in p ra y e r  to  cla im  sp e cific  th in gs and e x -

Then how can I grow up?
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a c t g u id a n ce , to  w re stle  w ith G o d , to p ra y  th ro u g h  until th e  re q u e st is 
g ra n te d  and th e  b lessin g  re c e iv e d ?  It is in d isp en sab le th at you  le a rn .

It is h ard  fo r  u s , a ccu s to m e d  as w e  a re  to  w alk  b y  sig h t, to  re a liz e  
th at th e  c h ie f  w ea p o n  in o u r m issio n a ry  w alk  and w a rfa re  is p ra y e r ,  
and th at p ra y e r  is a  h ard  d iscip lin e  w h ich ‒ if  n o t b egun  e a rly  in the  
C h ris tia n  life —w ill ra re ly  be m a ste re d  la te r  o n . B u t after you  g e t out 
to th e  field  and c o m e  to  re a liz e  th e  in visible  n a tu re  o f  o u r w a rfa re  and  
th e  stu b b orn  stren g th  o f  S a ta n ’ s s tro n g h o ld s and y o u r o w n  w eak n ess  
and n eed , you  w ill se e  th e p la ce  o f  p ra y e r  and w ill lon g fo r  th e  ability  
to  lay  h old  o f  th e  L o r d . A n d  y o u ’ ll d is c o v e r  th at p ra y e r  is not 
learn ed  in o n e  e a sy  le s s o n -n o t  e v e n  in the h o u r o f  n eed ; it is the  
p ro d u ct o f  lo n g  p ra c tic e  and d iscip lin e .

S o  lift y o u r  h e a rt rig h t n ow  to  G od  and ask  H im  to te a ch  y o u  to  
p ra y , and set y o u rs e lf  rig h t a w a y  to  b eg in  th at d iscip lin e  o f  p ra y e r .

T h e  se co n d  p oin t c o n ce rn s  self-den ial. Y o u  ask  m e if  it isn ’ t  a  bit 
o u t o f  d a te  to  talk  o f  se lf-d e n ia l?  D o e s n ’t it v e rg e  o n  m ed iev al a s c e ti
c is m ?  D o  you  w an t m e to w e a r a h air sh irt?  T im e  en ough  fo r  that 
w h en  o n e  g ets  to  th e  m issio n  fie ld .

O f  c o u rs e  th e re ’ s no sp ecial v irtu e  in se lf-d e n ia l fo r its o w n  sak e ; 
as a m a tte r o f  fa c t , it ca n  lead  to  spiritual p rid e  and P h a risa ism . B u t  
ca n  you  su g g e st so m e  b etter w a y  o f  d iscip lesh ip  th an  that w h ich  o u r  
L o rd  to o k  and co m m a n d e d ?  A n d  ca n  you s u g g e s t any b etter w a y  o f  
learn in g  to  d en y  s e lf  th an  b y putting it to  p ra c tic e  in th e little  th in gs  
n o w ? A nd d o n ’t you  k n ow  th at it is ju st as e a s y , p erh ap s e a s ie r , to  
indulge y o u rs e lf  o n  th e m ission  field  than it is at h o m e ?  T h e re fo re  
h ow  a re  y o u  g o in g  to  d evelop  th at se lf -co n tro l and that ab ility  to  en 
d u re  h a rd n ess  as a g o o d  so ld ier u n less you  b eg in  n o w ?

W e ll , th e n , if  it is n e ce ssa ry  h ow  do you  g o  ab out it, you  ask ?  
H e re  again  th is is so m eth in g  fo r  you  to  d e te rm in e  fo r  y o u rse lf . B it  it 
sh ou ld n ’t  b e  h a rd , if  y o u ’ll le t th e  L o rd  p oin t it o u t. Y o u ’ ll h a v e  no  
tro u b le  d e te rm in in g  in w h at w a y s to  p ra c tic e  self-d en ial if  y o u  re a lly  
m ean  b u sin e ss .

L e t  m e w a rn  y o u , h o w e v e r, ag ain st b e co m in g  a q u eer d u ck . Y o u  
d o n ’t h a v e  to  w e a r a  h a ir  sh irt fo r  all th e  w o rld  to  se e . Y o u  d o n ’t 
w an t to  b e c o m e  a fa n a tic . B u t b y  th e  sa m e  to k en  you  d o n ’t h a v e  to  
d rift alon g  w ith  th e  so ft and self-in d u lg en t c ro w d .

Discipline for witnessing

F in a lly  th e re  is witnessing. W h ile  seek in g  e v e ry  op p o rtu n ity  fo r  
e x p e rie n ce  in th e  w o rk  to  w h ich  th e L o rd  is ap p aren tly  ca llin g , re 
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m e m b e r th at th e  fu n d am en tal a c tiv ity  and c h ie f  end o f  all C h ristian  
s e rv ic e  is to  w in  sou ls to  C h rist and to  establish  and ed ify  the C h u rch  
w h ich  is H is B o d y . T h e re fo re  y o u  w ill im p o se  u p o n  y o u rs e lf  th e d is
c ip lin e  o f  h abitu al w itn essin g  and y o u  w ill se e k  op p o rtu n ities to  learn  
and p ra c tic e  th e a rt o f  p erso n al e v a n g e lism , h o u se -to -h o u se  e v a n g e l
ism , s tre e t e v a n g e lism , re scu e  m issio n  w o rk , and o th e r w o rk  o f  this 
s o r t .

B u t y o u  sa y  th at th is is w h at you  find m o st d ifficu lt and th at you  
a re  n o t re a lly  g ifted  fo r  this ty p e  o f  w o rk . Isn ’ t  it all to o  tru e ! T h e  
fa c t  is th at p ra c tic a lly  all o f  us feel ju s t th e  sa m e  w a y . B u t this w o rk  
is b a sic  to  th e  m issio n a ry  e n te rp rise , and th e w ea k n e ss  o f  th e C h u rch  
b oth  a t h o m e  and ab ro a d  is p re c ise ly  th is , th at to o  m an y  o f  us a re  
co n ce n tra tin g  o n  s e c o n d a ry , b eh in d -th e-lin es  a c tiv itie s  in o rd e r  to  e s 
c a p e  th e d iscip lin e  o f  in -seaso n  and o u t-o f -s e a s o n  w itn e ssin g .

B u t you  sa y  th at you  d o n ’t k n o w  h o w ? W e ll ,  it ’ s up to  y o u  to  
le a rn . A n d  h o w  d o y o u  g o  ab out learn in g  an y th in g ? H o w  did you  
le a rn  to  w alk ? H o w  did  you  learn  to  sw im ? H o w  did you  le a rn  to  
p la y  g o lf?  A n d  d o n ’t you  se e  it’ s in the e x e r c is e  o f  se lf-d iscip lin e  
rig h t h e r e - f o r c i n g  y o u rs e lf  into th e  v e ry  a c tiv ity  w h ich  is n o rm ally  
so  d ifficu lt—th at y o u  lay  th e fo u n d ation  fo r  y o u r fu tu re  w o rk  and b e 
c o m e  an ad ult?

O n e final w ord  o f  a d v ic e . I f  y o u ’ re  lik e s o m e  o f  u s , you  m a y  fall 
d o w n  o n  this jo b  o f  se lf-d iscip lin e  a t tim e s . W ith  e a ch  failu re  will 
c o m e  th e  te m p ta tio n  to  g iv e  up th e  w h o le  b usin ess and fo llo w , as e v e 
ry o n e  e lse  se e m s to  b e  d o in g , th e  co u rs e  o f  le a st re s is ta n c e . B u t re 
m e m b e r th e re  is n o  o th e r w a y , no sh o rt cu t, no su bstitu te  ro a d  to  
m a tu rity . " If any man will com e a fter m e, let him deny him self, and 
take up his cross daily and fo llo w  m e.” So w h en  fa ilu re  co m e s  
th e re ’s o n ly  o n e  th in g  to d o . S e t y o u r fa c e  to  it and c o m e  righ t b a ck , 
and keep  co m in g  b a c k , to  this life  o f  d isc ip lin e . F o r  it is on ly  as w e  
le a rn  to  tak e  th e  c ro s s  and b e a r th e  y o k e  th at w e  w ill lay  the fou n d a
tio n  o f  m a tu rity  fo r  an y  su cce ssfu l and sa tisfy in g  life -w o rk .

Copyrighted, 1949, by Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
Used by permission of HIS Magazine.
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VOICES from the FIELD S
Karen (& Jam es) Ashley Solomon Islands Sept. 1994

A  lo t h as h ap p en ed  s in ce  o u r la st n e w s le t te r -f o u r  m on th s o f  
tran sla tio n  and te a ch in g  in th e v illa g e , o u r g ro u p  c o n fe re n c e  in  
H o n ia ra , a N e w  T e sta m e n t d e d ica tio n  o n  th e island o f  Isab el and o u r  
(te m p o ra ry ) in c a rc e ra tio n  in th e  ad m in istra tiv e  o ff ic e .

O n e o f  o u r an cie n t co m p u te rs  had  b een  su fferin g  fro m  arthritis  
("s tr ic k tio n "  in co m p u te re se ) w h ich  Ja m e s  w as treatin g  w ith  daily  
d o ses o f  v ig o ro u s  b lo w s o n  th e  h ard  d isk . E v e n tu a lly  th is ailin g  c o m 
p u ter co m p la in e d  o f  th e  m e d ica tio n  and su ffered  h a rd  disk  fa ilu re , in
e x p lica b ly  re v iv e d  fo r  o n e  w e e k , and then w en t to ta lly  b ra in  d e a d . 
W e  d e sp e ra te ly  attem p ted  life  su pp ort sy stem s and ev en  o rg a n  tra n s
plants fro m  o th e r  co m p u te rs  in o rd e r  to  p ro lo n g  its life , b u t nothing  
h elp ed . W e  a re  p re se n tly  lim ping alon g  w ith  o u r o ld e st co m p u te r , 
w h ile o u r  ty p ist uses an  ev en  o ld er m o re  p rim itiv e  o n e  d on ated  b y  a  
te a m  o n  th e ir  w a y  b a ck  to  th e land o f  co m p u te r s to re s  and P entiu m  
ch ip s. W e  a re  h o p in g  to  re m e d y  this situ ation  so o n .

W e  w e re  a lso  p lagu ed  b y  se v e ra l o th e r b re a k -d o w n s o v e r  the  
m o n th s. W e  w ou ld  h a v e  b een  co m p le te ly  d ish earten ed  if  it h ad n ’t  
b een  fo r  th e  e n co u ra g in g  th in gs h app en in g in th e tran sla tio n  p ro je ct  
and th e sp iritu al life o f  th e v illa g e . W e  a re  ab solu tely  th rilled  to  re 
p o rt that . . .  . S P I R I T U A L  R E N E W A L  IS R E A L L Y  B E G IN N IN G  
IN  S A ’ A ! E v e r y  F r id a y  n igh t Ja m e s  m et w ith  a g ro u p  o f  p eo p le  to  
sin g  ch o ru se s  and h a v e  a B ib le  stu d y . T h e se  folk s a re  h u n g ry  to  
le a rn , and th e y  a re  full of questions. M o st o f  th em  d o n ’ t e v e n  b egin  
to know  w h e re  to  lo o k  fo r  th e a n sw e rs . P ra y  fo r th em  to  co n tin u e  to  
m eet to  e n c o u ra g e  o n e  an o th e r and to  se a rch  th e  scrip tu re s  to g e th e r. 
T h e  F rid a y  n igh t g ro u p  th en  b eg an  h o u se -to -h o u se  v isita tio n  tw ic e  a 
w eek  to  sh a re  th e p lan  o f  sa lv atio n  in e v e ry  h ou seh old  in S a ’a . T h e y  
m et w ith  so m e  op p o sitio n  and rid icu le , but a lso  had  so m e  p o sitiv e  re 
sp o n se s . O n e  o f  th e  g re a te st b enefits h as b een  to se e  th o se  d oin g  the  
v isita tio n  g ro w  in th eir u n d erstan d in g  o f  th e ir  own relationship to 
the Lord and develop the confidence to talk about what they be
lieve.

M e a n w h ile  Ja m e s  and I h a v e  also  b een  co n tin u in g  o u r o w n  th re e - 
fam ily  B ib le  study w ith  th e  typ ist Jo n a th a n , h is w ife  P a m , and o u r  
h an d ym an  H a lu w a te  and his w ife  S a n d ra . It h as b een  sp ecia l to  see  
th em  d is c o v e r  truth  f ro m  th e  B ib le  and le a rn  to  p ra y  fro m  th e ir h earts  
instead o f  re p e a tin g  m e m o riz e d  fo rm s.
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A n o th e r tw o  nights a w e e k  I w as b u sy  te a ch in g  a b egin n in g  re a d 
in g  c la ss  to  a g ro u p  o f  y o u n g  g ir ls . S o m e  k n ew  the b a sics  o f  re a d in g , 
b u t fo u r o f  th e  g irls  w e re  co m p le te  b e g in n e rs . I used th e lite ra cy  
m a te ria ls  I h a v e  b een  re v is in g  and fou n d  th e m  to  b e re a lly  h elp fu l. 
N o w  re a d y  fo r  p rin tin g  as fu n ds b e co m e  a v a ila b le  a re  fiv e  b o o k le ts  o f  
se le cte d  sto rie s  f ro m  G en esis  and  a B ib le  stu d y b o o k let o n  P h ilip -  
p ia n s . W e  h o p e  to  u se th e G en esis  sto rie s  a s  re a d e rs  in th e  lite ra c y  
p ro g ra m . T h e  P h ilip p ian s b o o k lets  w ill su p p ly  m u ch  n eeded  m a te ri
als fo r  th e  re n e w a l m eetin g s in S a ’ a , as w ell as o th e r sm all g ro u p s  
th ro u g h o u t th e  islan d .

BAPTISM:GOD’S COMMAND,
MAN’S IN TERPRETATIO N

A l e x  V .  W ilso n

A ll bon a fid e  C h ristia n s a re  o u r b ro th e rs  o r  s is te rs . W e  should  
a ck n o w le d g e  th em  as su ch , and w o rk  to g e th e r w ith  th em  w h e n e v e r it 
is 1) p ra c tic a b le , and 2 )  p o ssib le  w ith out co m p ro m is in g  v ital B ib lical 
tru th .

S u ch  w e re  th e  op in ion s w e  se t fo rth  in fo u r re ce n t a r t ic le s . P ro b 
ab ly  m an y  re a d e rs  w ou ld  b e  in clin ed  to  a g re e  w ith  su ch  a v ie w , i f  w e 
m e a n  co o p e ra tin g  w ith  fe llo w -b e lie v e rs  w h o a re  im m ersed  fo llo w e rs  
o f  K in g  Je s u s .

B u t w e  m en tio n ed  g ro u p s  lik e th e G id eo n s and In te r-V a rs ity  
C h ristia n  F e llo w sh ip , and th o se  o rg a n iz a tio n s  d o  n o t lim it th e ir  m e m 
b ersh ip  to  im m e rse d  b e lie v e rs . S o  h o w  c a n  w e  d efen d  p articip atin g  
in  th o se  and s im ila r m in istrie s?  D o e s  n o t su ch  p a rticip a tio n  in itself  
co m p ro m ise  v ita l B ib lica l tru th ? P e rh a p s  e v e n  last m onth  so m e  re a d 
e rs  e x c la im e d  to  th e m se lv e s , "A h a ! I k n ew  it w ou ld  lead  to  th is‒ I 
co u ld  se e  it co m in g  in th o se  e a rlie r  a r tic le s . H e ’ s d o w n g ra d in g  the  
im p o rta n ce  o f  b ap tism ! N e x t th in g  y o u  k now  h e ’ ll sa y  it d o e sn ’t m at
t e r ."

W h o a ‒ h o ld  o n ! Y o u ’ re  ju m p in g  to  w ro n g  c o n clu s io n s . In  fa c t , 
m y  d e sire  in  this a rtic le  is ju s t th e  o p p o site . A n y  op en -m in d ed  re a d e r  
o f  th e  N ew  T e sta m e n t c a n  e a sily  se e  th a t o u r  L o rd  o rd e rs  e v e ry o n e  
w h o  tu rn s to  H im  to  b e  b u ried  w ith  H im  in  b ap tism  w ith ou t d e la y . 
N o  d oubt 9 9 %  o f  Word and W ork’s  re a d e rs  a re  v e ry  fa m ilia r w ith  the  
m a n y  S crip tu re s  th at p lain ly  te a ch  th is . B u t fo r  th e sak e  o f  th e 1 % ,
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h e re  a re  so m e  o f  th e  b a sic  S crip tu re s  o n  th e to p ic  o f  b ap tism : M a tt. 
2 8 :1 9 - 2 0 ;  A c ts  2 : 3 8 - 4 1 ;  1 0 :4 4 - 4 8 ;  1 6 :2 9 - 3 3 ;  2 2 :1 6 ;  R o m . 6 :1 4 ;  
G a l. 3 :2 6 - 2 7 ;  C o l .  2 : 1 2 ;  1 P e t . 3 :2 1 .

Objections

S o m e  fo lk s d o n ’t like th e  te a ch in g  o f  th o se  p a ssa g e s . T h e y  eith er  
n e g le ct su ch  v e rs e s  o r  try  to e x p la in  th e m  a w a y . A  m an  o n ce  told  
m e , "T h e re  isn ’t a  s in g le  d rop  o f  w a te r  in R o m a n s ch a p te r s i x ."  H e  
b eliev ed  it re fe rs  to b ap tism  in th e  H o ly  S pirit ra th e r  th an  w a te r b ap 
tism .

O th er p e o p le  sa y  to  u s , "O h , th a t’s ju s t  th e w a y  you  in terp ret 
th o se  v e rs e s . Y o u  C h u rch  o f  C h ris t p eo p le  se e  b ap tism  e v e ry w h e re  
and y o u  m is-in te rp re t th e  B ib le  to  m a k e  it fit y o u r id e a s ."  F o r  this  
re a s o n , w e  w ou ld  lik e to  sh a re  w ith  y o u  q u otation s fro m  sev eral c o m 
p eten t B ib le  s c h o la rs  w h o a re  n ot f ro m  "th e  R e s to ra tio n  M o v e m e n t"  
o r an y  "C h u rc h  o f  C h ris t d e n o m in a tio n ,"  as p eo p le  so m etim es p u t it. 
T h e s e  q u otes m a y  b e useful to  sh a re  w ith  p eo p le  w h o cla im  w e  m is
in terp ret su ch  p a ssa g e s  as  th o se  listed  a b o v e .

Quotations

F . F . B ruce, w o rld -re n o w n e d  N ew  T e sta m e n t sch o la r  and au th o r, 
on  R o m a n s 6 :  " ‘ L is t e n ,’ P au l s a y s ; ‘ d o  y o u  n o t re m e m b e r w h at 
h ap p en ed  w h en  y o u  w e re  b ap tized ? F r o m  this and o th e r re fe re n c e s  
to  b ap tism  in P a u l’ s w ritin g s, it is c e rta in  th at h e  did n ot re g a rd  b ap 
tism  as an  ‘ o p tio n al e x t r a ’ in th e C h ris tia n  life , and th at h e  w ould  n ot 
h a v e  co n tem p lated  th e p h en o m en o n  o f  an  ‘u n b ap tized  b e lie v e r ’ . W e  
m a y  a g re e  o r  d is a g re e  w ith  P a u l, but w e  m u st d o  h im  the ju s tic e  o f  
le ttin g  h im  h old  and te a ch  his o w n  b e lie fs , and  n ot d isto rt his b eliefs  
into co n fo rm ity  w ith  w h at w e sh ould  p re fe r  h im  to  h a v e  said .

"In  ap o sto lic  tim e s it is p lain  th at b ap tism  fo llo w ed  im m ed iately  
u p on  co n fe ssio n  o f  faith  in C h ris t. T h e  rep eated  acco u n ts  o f  b ap tism  
in A c ts  g iv e  a m p le  p r o o f  o f  th is . F a ith  in C h ris t and b aptism  w e re  
in d eed , not so  m u ch  tw o  d istin ct e x p e rie n ce s  as  p a rts  o f  on e w h o le ."  
(Rom ans, T y n d a le  N ew  T e sta m e n t C o m m e n ta ry ) .

R ichard D ow sett: "N o  serio u s re a d e r  o f  th e  B ib le  can  h o n estly  
p reten d  th at b ap tism  d o e s not m a tte r . It is m en tion ed  m o re  th an  
e ig h ty  tim es in th e  N ew  T e s t a m e n t . . . .  Je su s  co m m a n d e d  the d isc i
p les to  b ap tize  all th o se  w h o b e c a m e  C h ristian s (M a tt . 2 8 :1 9 ) ,  and so  
it is h a rd ly  su rp risin g  to  find th e ap o stles sp eak in g  ab ou t b ap tism  in  
th e ir  e v a n g e lis tic  m e ssa g e s  and co u n se llin g  (A c ts  2 : 3 0 ;  8 :3 6 - 3 8 ) .  In  
th e  n ew  T e s ta m e n t, b ap tism  w as a lw a y s  ad m in istered  to  all w h o m ad e  
an in telligen t p ro fe ssio n  o f  faith in th e  L o rd  Je s u s , a t th e  tim e o f  th eir  
co n v e rs io n , and n ot m on th s o r  y e a rs  la te r . T h e  e a rly  C h ristian  atti-
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tu d e to  b ap tism  is w ell illu strated  in R o m . 6 : 4 ,  w h e re  it is likened to  
a fu n eral o r  b u ria l. Ju s t as a fu n eral a lw a y s fo llo w ed  c lo s e  upon  
d e a th , so  b ap tism  fo llo w e d  c lo s e  u p on  c o n v e rs io n . A  d elay ed  bap
tism  w as as unusual as a  d elay ed  fu n e ra l. B a p tism  is n ot g rad u ation  
to  s ta g e  # 2  in th e  C h ris tia n  life . It is e n ro llm en t‒ a lw a y s  asso cia ted  
w ith  th e b egin n in g  o f  life  in th e fe llo w sh ip . A  b u rial settles it for  
e v e ry o n e  th at a p e rso n  is re a lly  dead  and g o n e . S o  b ap tism , in the 
a p o stle s ’ th in k in g , m a d e  it c le a r  th at a  p e rso n  had re a lly  ju s t died to  
sin and w as n ow  a liv e  to  G o d ."  ( " B a p t is m ,"  a p a p e r pub lish ed  b y In
te r -V a rs ity  C h ristia n  F e llo w sh ip  o f  th e  P h ilip p in e s).

M ichael G reen , w ell-k n o w n  a n g lica n  e v a n g e lis t, s ch o la r  and 
au th or in B rita in : " T h e  ap ostles ch a lle n g e d  m en  to  d o  som eth in g
ab out th e  m e ssa g e  th ey  h ad  h eard  . . . .  M e n  m u st d o  th re e  th in gs. 
T h e y  m u st first and fo re m o s t re p e n t, ch a n g e  th e ir  a ttitu d e to  th eir old  
w a y  o f  life , b e  w illin g  to  le t g o  th eir sins . . . .  T o g e th e r  w ith rep e n 
ta n ce  g o e s  faith  to w a rd s  th e  L o rd  Je su s  C h r i s t . . . .  T h e  th ird  co n d i
tion  in cu m b en t upon  all w h o  w an ted  to  b eg in  th e C h ristia n  life  w as, 
o f  c o u rs e , b ap tism . It w a s  th e  seal b oth  o n  G o d ’ s o ffe r  o f  fo rg iv e 
n ess and th e S p irit, and o n  m a n ’ s re sp o n se  to  th at o ffe r  in rep en tan ce  
and fa ith . It sign ified  e n try  into th e  C h ris tia n  s o c ie ty  . . . .  (T h e  N ew  
T e sta m e n t m ak es) it ab u n d an tly  c le a r  th at b ap tism  and co n v e rsio n  b e
lon g  to g e th e r ; it is th e  s a c ra m e n t o f  th e o n c e -fo r -a lln e s s  o f  in co rp o 
ra tio n  into C h ris t. In  th e  e a rly  d a y s o f  th e  C h u rc h , b ap tism  w as  
ad m in istered  s tra ig h t a w a y  o n  p ro fe ssio n  o f  faith and re p e n ta n ce . 
T h e  Philip p ian  ja ile r  w as b ap tized  w ith ou t d e la y ; so w as Paul h im 
se lf ; so  w e re  th e C o rin th ia n s ; so  w as th e  E th io p ia n  e u n u c h ."  (Evan
gelism  in the Early C hurch ; E e rd m a n s ).

A g a in , in an o th e r b o o k , I  B elieve in the Holy Spirit (a n  e x ce lle n t  
v o lu m e , also  p ub lish ed  b y E e rd m a n s ), G re e n  w rites  as fo llo w s . "T h e  
N ew  T e sta m e n t k n ow s n oth in g  o f  b e lie v e rs  in Je su s  w h o do not get 
b ap tized . N eith er d o e s  it k n ow  an yth in g o f  C h ristian s w h o g e t th e m 
se lv e s  re b a p tiz e d . F o r  b ap tism  is th e  sa cra m e n ta l e x p re ssio n  o f  
C h ristia n  initiation  . . . .  (B a p tism ) is a sso cia te d  w ith  re p e n ta n ce , en 
try  in to  th e K in g d o m , fo rg iv e n e ss  o f  s in s , re ce p tio n  o f  th e  S p irit and  
union  w ith C h ris t in his d eath  and risen  life . It ap p ears to  be the e x 
p re ssio n  in an o u tw ard  c e re m o n y  o f  th e  n ew  b irth , ju s tifica tio n , b e
co m in g  a so n  o f  G o d ; it is th e  m a rk  o f  th e  n ew  life .

"M a n y  E v a n g e lic a l C h ristian s se e  ju stifica tio n  b y  faith as th e v e ry  
an tithesis o f  th e s a c ra m e n t o f  B a p tism . P au l se e s  th e m  as th e  ou tsid e  
and the in sid e o f  th e sa m e  th in g . B a p tism , like ju s tifica tio n , is done 
fo r  us. N o  m an  ca n  ju s tify  h im se lf . N o  m a n  ca n  b ap tize  h im se lf. In  
c o n tra s t to  th e  p ro se ly te  b ap tism  o f  th e  Je w s  w h en  the can d id ate  
w ash ed  h im se lf, C h ris tia n  b ap tism  is a lw a y s  in th e  p a ss iv e . It is 
so m eth in g  d on e fo r  y o u  b y  a n o th e r, as if  to  rem in d  you  th at y o u r sal-
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v atio n  is e n tire ly  a m a tte r o f  g r a c e , and not so m eth in g  to  w h ich  you  
m ak e an y a c tiv e  co n trib u tio n s . S e co n d ly , b a p tism , like ju stifica tio n , 
is on ce fo r  a ll . It is u n re p e a ta b le  . . . .  T h ird ly , b ap tism , like ju stifi
ca tio n , sp eak s o f  in co rp o ra tio n  into C h ris t. A t th e end o f  G alatian s  
ch ap ter 3 ,  in  s u c c e s s iv e  se n te n ce s  P au l can  sa y  ‘ C h ris t c a m e  th at w e  
m igh t b e  ju stifie d  b y  f a i th ,’ ‘ In  Je su s  C h rist y o u  a re  all son s o f  G od  
th rou gh  f a i th ,’ and ‘ A s  m an y  o f  you  as h a v e  b een  baptized  into C h ris t  
h av e  p ut o n  C h r is t ’ (v e rse s  2 4 ,  2 6 ,  2 7 ) .  B e in g  ju stified  b y  fa ith , b e
co m in g  son s o f  G o d , and b ein g  b ap tized  into C h ris t a re  th re e  w a y s o f  
d escrib in g  th e  sa m e  th in g - t h e  b egin n in g o f  th e C h ristian  life . . . .

"L u k e  a p p e a rs  quite u n in terested  in p ro v id in g  a  th e o lo g y  o f  
C h ristian  in itia tio n . T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  go n e to  h im  fo r  tidy  th e o lo g ica l  
sch e m e s h a v e  b een  d isa p p o in te d . S o m etim es re ce p tio n  o f  th e  S p irit 
fo llow s b ap tism  ( e .g .  A c ts  2 :3 8 f f ) ;  so m etim es it p re ce d e s  b aptism  
( e .g .  A c ts  1 0 :4 4 - 4 8 ) ;  and so m e tim e s a m a n  is b ap tised  w h o h as no  
p art n o r lo t in  th e  C h ris tia n  th in g , and w h o se h e a rt is still fa s t bound  
in w ick e d n e ss  (A c ts  8 :2 1 ) .  A s  A u g u stin e  re a liz e d , b ap tism  so m e 
tim es p re c e d e s  re g e n e ra tio n , so m etim es fo llo w s it and so m etim es  
n e v e r lead s to  it fo r  la ck  o f  fa i th ."  (p ag es 1 2 8 - 1 3 3 ) .

Jam es Stifler, B ap tist B ib le  te a ch e r o f  a fo rm e r  g e n e ra tio n , w rit
ing o n  R o m . 6 : 1 - 4 ,  s a y s : T h e  C h ristian s in R o m e  "died  to sin , the  
h o u r o f  th at d eath  b ein g  th e  tim e  w hen th e y  en tered  the w a te rs  o f  
b aptism  . . . .  B a p tism  in v o lv e d , am o n g  o th e r th in g s, o n e n e ss  w ith  
H im  in H is d eath  to  s in . In th e  o rd in a n ce  th ey  d e cla re d  th eir a c c e p 
ta n ce  o f  H im  as S a v io r  and so  c a m e  "in to " H im .

"B u t m u st it n o t b e  said  th at P aul h as n ow  ab and on ed  his th e m e , 
salv atio n  b y  fa ith , in su bstitu ting  the w ord  ‘b a p tism ’?  W h y  did he  
not s a y , ‘ A ll w e  w h o b eliev ed  into C h ris t, b eliev ed  into H is d e a th ’?  
T h e  d ifficu lty  a rise s  fro m  th e  m o d e m  w ro n g  co n ce p tio n  o f  th e  N ew  
T e sta m e n t m e a n in g  o f  th e  w o rd  ‘ b ap tism ’ . T h e  N ew  T e sta m e n t w rit
e rs  n e v e r se p a ra te d  it fro m  th e  faith  w h ich  it em b o d ies and e x p re s s e s . 
It is th e  f ix e d  sig n  fo r  fa ith . H e n c e  P aul ca n  sa y  th at C h ris t w as ‘ put 
o n ’ in b ap tism , and P e te r  d o e s  n o t h esitate  to  d e c la re  th at ‘b aptism  
d oth  also  n o w  sa v e  u s . ’ T o  re fu se  to  b e b ap tized  is to  re je c t  G od , 
and th e o p p o site  is to  a c c e p t H im  (L u k e  7 :2 9 - 3 0 ) .  E v e r y  o n e  o f  th ese  
p a s s a g e s -a n d  th e re  a re  m o re  like th e m -w o u ld  te a ch  sa lv atio n  b y  a 
rite , sa lv a tio n  b y  w a te r , but th a t the w ord  fo r  b ap tism  is u sed  as a 
sym b ol o f  fa ith . F a ith  so  fa r  is n ot o n e  th in g  and b ap tism  an o th e r; 
th ey  a re  th e  sa m e  th in g . T h e  faith  th at a cce p te d  C h ris t in P a u l’s d ay  
w as the faith  th at sh ow ed  its a c c e p ta n c e  in b a p tism . T h e  w a te r  w ith
ou t th e  p re c e d in g  faith  w a s  n o th in g . T h e  faith  w ith out th e  w a te r  
cou ld  n o t be a llo w e d . B e lie v e rs  w e re  b ap tized  in to  C h ris t o r  th ey  
w e re  not co n sid e re d  to  b e in H im ."
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S o  S crip tu re  c le a r ly  tells us to  te a ch  and p ra c tic e  b ap tism , th ou gh  
alw ays in th e c o n te x t o f  G o d ’ s grace  and C h r is t ’s cross. In an  a rtic le  
re p rin te d  in W ord and Work (A u g u st 1 9 7 5 ) ,  A .  C h ris tia n so n  g a v e  a  
fo u rfo ld  su m m a ry  o f  S crip tu ral te a ch in g : 1) B a p tism  is co m m a n d e d  
in  th e  G re a t C o m m iss io n . 2 )  T h e  w o rd  m ean s im m e rs io n . 3 )  V a r i
o u s p a ssa g e s  sh ow  th e re  is a  relatio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  b ap tism  and sa lv a 
tio n . 4 )  T h e re  w e re  n o  u n im m ersed  C h ristian s in th e e a rly  c h u rc h .

B u t C h ristia n so n  th en  g o e s  o n  to  m a k e  fu rth e r o b se rv a tio n s  w h ich  
a re  re le v a n t to  o u r p re se n t stu d y . H e  p oin ts o u t w h at h e  ca lls  a  " s e c 
on d  lin e o f  B ib le  te a c h in g ,"  as fo llo w s : 1) T h e  attitu d es o f  faith  and  
re p e n ta n ce  h a v e  alw ays, fro m  A d a m  till n o w , b een  essen tial fo r  sa l
v a tio n , b u t the o u tw ard  a ctio n s req u ired  to  express  th o se  attitu d es  
h a v e  v a rie d  fro m  a g e  to  a g e  (an im al s a c rif ic e s  o f  th e p a tr ia rc h s ; L e -  
v itica l o ffe rin g s and th e D a y  o f  A to n e m e n t u n d er th e  la w ; b ap tism  
n o w ). T h e  attitu d es a re  m o re  b a s ic  th an  th e a c tio n s , a p p a re n tly . 2 )  
" A  m a n ’ s h e a rt-a ttitu d e  to w a rd  G od  m a y  b e rig h t ev e n  if  the o u tw ard  
e x p re ss io n  o f  it is u n k n ow in gly  d e fic ie n t . . . .  (R o m . 2 :2 6 - 2 9 ) .  3 )  
G od  g a v e  C o rn e liu s  and his h o u seh o ld  the g ift o f  th e H o ly  S p irit b e 
fo re  th ey  w e re  b ap tized  (A c ts  1 0 :4 5 - 4 7 ;  1 1 :1 7 )  . . .  . T h a t w a s an  
e x c e p tio n  to  H is u su al p ra c tic e , . . .  but G o d ’ s w o rd  re c o rd s  th at H e  
h as m a d e  e x ce p tio n s  to  H is ru les o n  a n u m b er o c c a s io n s ."  T h e  w rite r  
th en  lists ab ou t e ig h t o th e r e x a m p le s  re co rd e d  in S crip tu re  o f  G od  in 
H is so v e re ig n ty  a llo w in g  e x ce p tio n s  to his re q u ire m e n ts . T h e  a rtic le  
c o n clu d e s ,

"In  the ligh t o f  th ese  th in g s, e sp e cia lly  th e  tw o  lines o f  B ib lica l  
te a c h in g , I d istingu ish  b etw een  w h at I p ra c tic e  and w h at I re c o g n iz e .  
I p ractice  im m ersin g  w ith o u t d e la y  th o se  w h o re p en t and tru st in 
C h ris t , upon  th eir co n fe ssio n  o f  faith  in H im  as d iv in e L o rd  and S a v 
io r , fo r  su ch  is th e  B ib le ’ s co m m a n d  and p re c e d e n t . A t th e sam e  
tim e  I recognize th e re  a re  a n u m b er o f  u n im m e rse d  d iscip les o f  Je su s  
w h o  a re  C h ris tia n s , fo r  th ey  tru st in H im , seek  to  o b e y  H im  and to  
th e  e x te n t o f  th eir k n o w led g e  do o b e y  H im  in e v e ry th in g ."

P e rso n a lly  I feel this last d istin ctio n  is v e ry  im p o rta n t. I f  it is 
v a lid , then  le t us n eith er m o d ify  o u r  p ractice  b e ca u s e  o f  w h at w e  r e c 
o g n iz e , n o r fo rsa k e  th e  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  recognition  b e ca u se  o f  o u r  
p r a c t ic e . T o  m o d ify  o u r p ra c tic e  w ou ld  b e co m p ro m ise  o f  G o d ’ s 
tru th . T o  fo rsa k e  th e  re co g n itio n  w ou ld  resu lt in iso la tin g  o u rse lv e s  
f ro m  fin e b reth ren  and im p o rtan t m in istries w h ich  th e  L o rd  is u sin g  
fo r  H is g lo ry . T h o s e  o f  us w h o p a rticip a te  in tra n s -ch u rch  o rg a n iz a 
tio n s a re  tem p ted  to  th e fo r m e r . T h o se  w h o m in ister in o u r ch u rch e s  
o n ly  a re  tem pted  to  d o  th e la tte r .

Im m e rsin g  co n v e rts  upon  th e ir  co n fe ssio n  o f  faith  in Je su s  C h ris t  
is v e ry  im p o rta n t. A ck n o w le d g in g  as b re th re n  all o f  o u r F a t h e r ’ s 
ch ild re n  is v e ry  im p o rta n t. C a n  w e  n ot do b o th ?

W hat I Practice, W hat I Recognize
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Carl Vogt Wilson, 1903-1994

M Y DAD, C . V. WILSON
B y  th e  E d i t o r

M y  fa th e r w as n ot p e rfe c t , o f  c o u rs e . H e  had  w e a k n e sse s , as w e  
all d o . N e v e rth e le ss  h e w as an  o u tstan d in g  m a n , and I a m  v e ry  g ra te 
ful to G o d  to  b e  his s o n . A s  I co n sid e r h is  life and c h a ra c te r , sev en  
are a s  stan d  o u t in m y m in d .

1. A  P E R S O N A L  S A V I O R  is th e  first th in g . H e  lo v ed  the  
L o rd  Je su s  C h ris t v e ry  m u ch , and so u g h t to  p le a se  H im . In th e  e a rly  
y e a rs  o f  h is life he w as re lig io u s , b ut in a m ain ly  se lf-rig h te o u s  m a n 
n e r. H e  w as a c tiv e  in ch u rch  and h elp ed  o th e r p e o p le  in v a rio u s  
w a y s , but h e  w as n o t re a lly  c lo s e  to  th e  L o r d . H e  w as cen te re d  
arou n d  w h at h e  did ra th e r th an  w h at C h ris t did fo r  h im  (an d  all o f  u s) 
in H is sa v in g  d eath  and p o w e rfu l re s u rre c tio n . B u t la te r , as h e  h eard  
the sim p le  "g o o d  n e w s" (m ain ly  fro m  B ro th e r  R .H .  B o ll) , h e  p laced  
his tru st in th e S a v io r , and fo rm e d  a  c lo s e  p erso n al relatio n sh ip  w ith  
H im  th at d ev elo p ed  m o re  and m o re .

2 .  P A R T N E R  A N D  P A R E N T :  A s  a husband and fa th e r D ad  
w as an ideal ro le  m o d e l. H e  w as a re a l ro m a n tic , n e v e r a llo w in g  th e  
fire  o f  his a ffe ctio n  fo r  M o m  to  d ie  d o w n . T h e y  w e re  h ap p y  lo v e rs  
to th e v e ry  en d , w h en  sh e w en t to  b e w ith  th e  L o rd  in 1 9 7 6 .  A s  a fa 
th er h e  u pheld  high id eals , g a v e  p ra c tica l in stru ctio n , and w as lots o f  
fu n . T h o u g h  h e had a q u ick  te m p e r , esp e cia lly  in his e a rlie r  y e a rs , 
h e w as q u ick  to c o m e  b a ck  and a p o lo g iz e  fo r  w o rd s h e  w ish ed  he  
h ad n ’t sa id .

3 .  P R A Y E R :  D ad  b e ca m e  v e ry  d iscip lin ed  in p ra y e r . H e  and  
M o m  sp en t m u ch  tim e p ra y in g  to g e th e r , e sp e cia lly  afte r h e  w as ca lled  
to the p re a c h in g  m in istry  (b u t b e fo re  th e n , to o ) .  A n d  a s  m y  b ro th er  
and s is te r and  I g re w  u p , o u r p aren ts re g u la rly  to o k  tim e fo r  fam ily  
B ib le  re a d in g , m e m o riz in g , and p ra y in g . I a m  so g la d  fo r  th at le g 
a c y ! L a te r  h e  e n co u ra g e d  m an y  p eo p le  to  fa s t and p ra y  re g u la rly  fo r  
P o rtlan d  C h ris tia n  S ch o o l and S o u th e a ste rn  C h ristian  C o lle g e . A nd  
afte r h e  and M o m  m ad e a trip  arou n d  th e  w o rld  v isitin g  se v e ra l "m is 
sion  f ie ld s ,"  h e b eg an  puttin g o u t an  annual list o f  p ra y e r  req u ests  
fro m  m issio n a rie s—u rg in g  m e m b e rs  o f  ch u rch e s  h e re  to  in te rce d e  fo r  
th e m . (V ic to r  B ro a d d u s n ow  c a rr ie s  o n  th is v alu ab le  m in is try .)  D ad  
firm ly  b e lie v e d , w ith  th e  p o e t, th at " M o re  th in gs a re  w ro u g h t by  
p ra y e r th an  th is w orld  d re a m s  o f ."

4 .  P E O P L E :  D ad  w as a "p e o p le -p e rso n " if  th e re  e v e r  w as on e! 
H e loved  m ix in g  w ith p eo p le  in p u b lic o r  v isitin g  th em  in th eir
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h o m e s . H e  w as an ideal m a ste r  o f  c e re m o n ie s , th e life -o f-th e -p a rty  
ty p e  w h o lo v ed  to  c o n v e rs e , jo k e , re c ite  a  p o e m , o r  s in g . A fte r  he  
re tire d  fro m  p re a ch in g  h e  w as ap pointed  ch ap lain  a t P C S . H e  learn ed  
th e  n am es o f  all th e  stu d en ts and w en t o u t o f  his w a y  to  talk  to  th em  
and sh ow  in terest in e a ch  o n e . H e re a lly  lo v ed  p e o p le .

5. P O E T R Y : B a c k  in his high sch o o l and c o lle g e  d a y s  h e  b egan  
m e m o riz in g  p o e m s, lo ts o f  th e m . H e  k new  a t  le a st 6 3  b y  h e a rt, in
clu d in g  s o m e  re a lly  lon g o n e s like "T h e  H ig h w a y m a n ."  A t h is peak  
h e cou ld  re c ite  th em  fo r an  h o u r o r  so  w ith o u t o p en in g  a b o o k . S o m e  
w e re  n o n sen se  ( " J a b b e r w o c k y " ) , o th e rs  h u m o ro u s  ( " T h e  B o o g a h  
M a n " ) ,  and o th e rs  serio u s (" K in g  R o b e rt o f  S ic i l y " ) .  P o e try  nights in 
o u r h o m e  w e re  lo ts o f  fu n . A n d  E n g lish  te a c h e rs  invited  D ad  to  p e r
fo rm  fo r  th eir c la s s e s , so  stu d en ts co u ld  se e  th a t p o e try  is n e ith er b o r
ing n or s is s y , b u t an  in terestin g  w in d o w  into life .

6 . PIANO: D ad  loved  to  p la y  th e  p ia n o , to o . H e d id n ’ t  sigh t- 
re a d  m u ch , b ut m ain ly  p layed  "b y  e a r ."  W e ll ; h e  used h is h an d s, 
to o , o f  c o u rs e , but h e  w ould  p ick  o u t th e m e lo d y  and ch o rd s  to  go  
w ith it, and th en  b e  able to  p la y  it fro m  th en  o n . H e  u sed  to  know  
so m e  c la ss ica l p ie c e s , but h is rea l lo v e  w as fo r  th e  g o ld en  o ld ies like  
"R e d  Sails in th e  S u n se t,"  " A lo h a ,"  "O n  th e  R o a d  to  M a n d a la y ,"  " In 
d ian  L o v e  C a l l ,"  "S le e p y tim e  G a l ,"  and o th e r g e m s fro m  p a st d e c 
a d e s . M y  sis te r co m p iled  a list o f  o v e r  4 0 0  so n g s h e  co u ld  p la y . O f  
co u rse  h e  liked  sp iritu al so n g s , to o , like "W ith o u t H im , H o w  L o s t  I 
W o u ld  B e ,"  and " I f  I H a v e  W o u n d e d  A n y  S ou l T o d a y ."  It w as w on 
d erfu l g ro w in g  up in a h o m e  filled  w ith  m u s ic . A n d  h e u sed  his skill 
to  m in ister to  o th e rs , to o . F o r  m an y  y e a rs  h e  w ou ld  go  w e e k ly  to  
M a p le  M a n o r A d u lt H o m e  to  p la y  " f o r  th e  e ld e rly  folk s o v e r  th e r e " ‒  
m a n y  o f  w h o m  w e re  y o u n g e r th an  h e  w a s!

7. PORTLAND CHURCH O F C H R IST AND CHRISTIAN 
SCH OOL: M u ch  to  h is a s to n ish m e n t, a fte r b ein g  a m e m b e r at the  
ch u rch  fo r  ab o u t tw en ty  y e a rs , D ad  w a s  ca lle d  to  b e  its p ulpit m inis
te r .  H e w a s  a su cce ssfu l b u sin essm an  at th e tim e , and h ad  n ever  
d re a m e d  o f  b ein g  a fu lltim e p a s to r -te a c h e r ! B u t th e  L o rd  v e rif ie d  the  
c h u rc h ’ s ca ll to  h im , so  h e  " to o k  th e p lu n g e ."  H e  n early  h ad  a n e rv 
o u s b re a k d o w n  d urin g his firs t y e a r , but h is  h e a v e n ly  F a th e r  pulled  
h im  th ro u g h , tau g h t h im  vital le sso n s ev en  fro m  th at e x p e r ie n c e , and 
u sed  him  to  help  o th ers  in v a rio u s  w a y s . H is in flu en ce  on  th e  sch o o l  
w as also  g re a t , as h e se rv e d  fo r  m an y  y e a rs  as ch a irm a n  o f  the  
B o a rd , o fte n  sp ok e in ch ap el and  la te r  b e c a m e  ch a p la in .

M u ch  m o re  cou ld  b e  sa id , b ut th is is e n o u g h . I am  thankful in
d eed  fo r  th e  p riv ile g e  o f  h a v in g  su ch  a  fa th e r . M a y  w e im itate  the 
faith  and g o o d  attrib u tes o f  th o se  w h o h a v e  g o n e  b e fo re  u s . B u t to  
God b e  th e g lo ry : He is th e g re a t  S a v io r  and E n a b le r  o f  H is p e o p le .
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NEW S and NOTES
Edited by Jack Blaes

A  N e w  N a k a h a r a
Michiya and Tomoko have a 

son, their first child, b o r n  Oct. 5 . 
W e have not learned his name yet. 
Pray for the Nakaharas and their 
ministry in Shizuoka City, Japan.

P r a y  F o r  T h e  A s h le y s
Pray extra hard during Nov. 

and Dec. for James and Karen, in 
the Solomon Islands. A 3-week 
workshop on 1st &  and 2nd Corin
thians will be held, with 16-19 na
tional translators attending. Karen 
will be in charge of their accommo
dations and food. Then the Ashleys 
must vacate their present house by 
Dec. 5 , moving not only their stuff 
but another missionary family’s too. 
They are housesitting for that fam
ily, now on furlough, so they could 
return to the same residence. At 
least that was the plan, till the land
lord decided he wanted his son to 
have it.

2 0 t h  A n n u a l C e n t r a l  

L o u is ia n a  C h r is t ia n  F e llo w s h ip
Remember this conference at 

Glemora, Nov. 14-17. Its theme is 
TH E SUPERIOR ON E-Studies 
from Hebrews. It runs from Mon. 
night through Thurs. night. For the 
full schedule see last month’s W  &  
W . For housing or information call 
Dennis of Melva LeDoux, 318 :748- 
4243

WHEN IT COMES TO DO
ING GOOD, SOME PEO PLE  
W IL L  STOP AT NOTHING.

G a te w a y  C h u r c h ,  W e s tv il le ,
N J  (s u b u rb  o f  P h ila d e lp h ia )

W e are having a mini revival 
among the youth. W e have had 
over 20  teens and young adults 
come into the Kingdom this month! 
W e also have had several re-commit 
their lives to the Lord. Pray for 
these believers. Several of these are 
on fire for the Lord, hungry for His 
Word, and serving Him at school 
and in their jobs. Please also pray 
for the Lord to send us some work
ers to help disciple them. —Joe 
Domico, Box 170, Westville, NJ 
08093.

P r e - 1 9 5 7  W  &  W ’s S o u g h t
I am looking for as many issues 

of W  & W from 1956 and before as 
possible. My goal is to obtain a 
complete file of the magazine all the 
way back to 1916. I am only look
ing for one complete issue of each 
month (including covers). I am  
willing to pay.

My purpose is to preserve our 
history. R. H. Boll is a major fig
ure of the first half of the 20th cen
tury. Most of the bound volumes of 
W  &  W  were bound without covers, 
but I need to have a set with covers. 
I am also interested in those vol
umes that include the S.S. quarter
lies. Ultimately my hope is to index 
W  & W  and catalog the writings of 
Bro. Boll. I am also looking for 
the Gospel Advocate 1909-16, and 
for a copy of G ra ce  an d  T ru th  by 
Bro. Boll.

-T e rry  Gardner, 4926 Candy 
Spots D r., Indianapolis, IN 46237.
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O ld  H y m n a ls  S o u g h t
The 60th printing of Great 

Songs of the Church Number Two 
with Supplement has just come from 
the press. I am so happy that we 
are able to deep this noble work in 
print and that I have a part in its 
continued publication. I am still 
searching for several older printings 
of Great Songs Number One and 
Number Two for my collection of  
hymnals. Perhaps you could find 
space for me to request the follow
ing years: Number One‒ 1923,
1924, 1927, 1929, 1931, 1932, 
1933. Number Two‒ 193 8, 1939, 
1940, 1941, 1945, 1950, 1951. If 
anyone has any of these books and 
would part with them, I will pay 
any reasonable asking price.—For
rest M. McCann, P.O . Box 8252  
A C U , Abilene, T X  79699.

L illy  D a le  C h u r c h ,  G a t c h e l ,  IN
It has been a busy summer for 

us. W e started off by having a go
ing away dinner for an exchange 
student from Germany. The teens 
went camping one weekend, and an
other weekend they went to Ken
tucky Kingdom for a concert. We 
had a good attendance at VBS. The 
3rd and 4th grades went on a hike at 
Patoka Lake. We had an interesting 
Revival with Stan Broussard. Then 
the whole church got involved in a 
hayride, supper and an outside eve
ning service. We had 6 baptisms 
and 2 rededications this summer. 
W e have sent several children to 
Woodland and Antioch Bible 
Camps. W e are going to have an 
SBS Class taught at church starting 
in January. The subject will be 
Christian Growth and Development. 
The teens are getting involved by 
getting a letter writing campaign go
ing for those that have fallen away 
from church. —Sharle Sutcliffe, re
porter.

M a p le  M a n o r  C h r is t ia n  H o m e
The activities department is re

sponsible for planning and carrying 
out on a daily basis all of the activi
ties: Bible studies, prayer group,
shopping trips, eating out, exer
cises, spelling bees, crafts, e tc ., and 
many types of entertainment. They 
also take care o f obtaining volun
teers who wash and roll the ladies’ 
hair on Wednesday. They advertise 
when we need lap robes, quilts, 
shampoo, conditioner, Kleenex, etc.

You who read the newsletter 
have been so very good to help! So 
we are thanking the Senior Citizens 
Camp from Louisiana for lab robes, 
the Ladies of the Turkey Creek 
Church of Christ for quilts and lap 
robes, Mr. and Mrs. Bud Schardein 
for a donation to the activities de
partment, and Mrs. Marie Menges 
for a card table and toiletries. 
These gifts mean so much to our 
residents. They add a personal 
touch that helps us keep our "home
like" atmosphere.

P o r t l a n d  C h u r c h ,  L o u is v ille

B u d g e t  R e p o r t

As Brother R. H. announced 
last Lord’s Day, about 27%  of the 
funds given to the Lord’s work dur
ing 1993 was given to MISSIONS, 
if you include the money given to 
Portland Christian School—and the 
school surely is engaged in the 
"mission work" of evangelizing and 
discipling young people along with 
their academic work.

It’s commendable that that high 
a percentage of our giving is di
rected to work beyond our four 
walls, as it were. May the Lord al
ways help us to have a vision and 
burden for the whole world. And 
may He enable us to increase our 
giving. PCS’ board of directors 
stepped out in faith to give our
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teachers a long-overdue raise. Now 
let’s all pray and give so that the 
school will not go into the red as a 
result of this increase.

S o u th e a s t  C h u r c h  o f  C h r is t
If you are interested in going 

on a mission trip in the summer 
(July) of 1995, then please be in 
prayer about that possibility. With 
the Lord’s help we hope to take a 
maximum of 10 teenagers and 5 
adults to the mission field for two 
weeks. Thank you for your 
prayers!

What a blessing it was to hear 
from Tim Yates last Sunday evening 
as he shared his plans to go to 
Malawi, Africa, in missions. The 
special offering was $ 2 00 .00 . Pray 
for Tim and Dawn.

G a lla tin  C h u r c h  o f  C h r is t
Special Congratulations to a 

special girl goes to Megan Allen 
who was selected for the Principal’s 
Award at Vena Stuart School. Only 
one girl and one boy are chosen an
nually from each grade. Addition
ally Megan was honored as "Citizen 
of the Y ear" from her classroom. 
Megan uses a motorized scooter and 
a special computer & printer to do 
her assignments in class and home
work. She did not miss a spelling 
word all year, achieved a 98 %

score in Math and read about four 
bodes per week (about 50 pages a 
night!)

May God continue to 
strengthen and challenge this im
pressive and amazing little girl and 
her family.

In g a llw o o d  E c h o e s

V ol. 6 , No. 3 , Oct. 1994
A newsletter from Christian 

Youth Encampment, DeRidder, LA

You must read this newsletter. 
I would like to put it in News and 
Notes. Sorry, not enough room. 
Write to the above address and ask 
for this issue. It will thrill you by 
the way God has blessed and is 
blessing so many by this ministry.

-J a c k  Blaes

A  C a ll  to  P r a y
Bro. Douglas Broyles of Jen

nings, La. was badly burned in an 
accident. He mistook gasoline for 
diesel fuel and received second de
gree bums on his arms and face. 
God continues to heal Bro. Doug, 
who is slowly but surely mending. 
He is grateful to those who have 
shown concern through calls, visits, 
cards and prayer. Pray for him to 
avoid infection during this healing 
process.
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True Pleasure Continues

The tide recedes but leaves behind 
bright seashells on the sand;

The sun goes down, but gentle warmth 
still lingers on the land;

The music stops, and yet it echoes 
on in sweet refrain s. . .

For every joy that passes, 
something beautiful remains.

‒ M. D. Hughes

GROWTH

Until I learned to trust,
I never learned to pray,

and I did not learn to fully trust 
Till sorrows cam e my way.

Until I felt my weakness,
His strength I never knew;

Nor dreamed till I was stricken 
That He could see me through.

Who deepest drinks o f sorrow 
Drinks deepest too of grace;

He sends the storm so He Himself 
Can be our hiding place.

His heart, that seeks our highest good, 
Knows well when things annoy;

W e would not long for Heaven 
If earth held only joy.

-  Barbara Comet Ryberg


