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He C A M E
L o r d , I find th e g e n e a lo g y  o f  m y  S a v io r  s tra n g e ly  
c h e c k e re d  w ith fo u r  re m a rk a b le  ch a n g e s  in  fo u r  
g e n e ra tio n s .

R e h o b o a m  b e g a t A b ia :
A  b ad  fa th e r b e g a t a b ad  so n .

A b ia  b e g a t A s a :
A  b ad  fa th er and a g o o d  so n .

A s a  b e g a t Je h o sh a p h a t:
A  g o o d  fa th e r and a  g o o d  so n .

Je h o sh a p h a t b e g a t J o r a m :
A  g o o d  fa th e r and a bad  so n .

I s e e , L o r d , fro m  h e n ce  th at m y  fa th e r ’ s p iety  [d ev o u tn ess] 
ca n n o t b e  h and ed  o n : th at is b ad  n ew s fo r  m e .

B u t I se e  also  th at actu al im p iety  is n o t h e re d ita ry : th at 
is g o o d  n ew s fo r  m y  so n .

- T h o m a s  F u lle r , 1 6 0 8 -1 6 6 1

H e’ll C O M E

G u a rd  y o u r  w a y  o f  life . N e v e r  b e  ca u g h t u n p re p a re d . B e  re a d y  
b e ca u s e  y o u  sim p ly  do n o t k n ow  th e m o m e n t o f  th e  L o r d ’s re tu rn .

C o m e  to g e th e r o fte n , to  s tre n g th e n  e a ch  o th e r sp iritu a lly , b e ca u s e  
all y o u r p a s t faith fu ln ess w ill b e  n o  h elp  a t th at m o m e n t, u n less you  
h a v e  su stain ed  y o u r fa ith . F o r  in  th o se  last d a y s fa lse  p ro p h ets and  
d e c e iv e rs  w ill b e e v e ry w h e re , lead in g  th e  flo ck  a w a y . S o m e  sh eep  
w ill tu rn  into w o lv e s  and lo v e  w ill tu rn  to  h a te , p e rse cu tio n  and b e 
tra y a l . 

A t  th at p o in t th e  g re a t  D e c e iv e r  w ill a p p e a r , p re te n d in g  to  be a  
so n  o f  G o d  and p e rfo rm in g  m ira c le s  and w o n d e rs . T h e  w h o le  w o rld  
w ill fall into h is h a nd s , and  ev il w ill d o m in a te  as it h a s  n e v e r  d o n e  b e 
fo r e . A ll th e  h u m an  r a c e  w ill b e  p ut o n  tr ia l , as it w e re ‒ a  tria l b y  
f ire . M a n y  w ill fail th e  te st and p e rish . B u t th o se  w h o  h old  fa st to  
th e  faith  w ill b e  sav ed  b y  th e  O n e  w h o  b o re  th e  c u rs e  o f  sin  fo r  u s .

A n d  th en  th e sign s o f  truth  w ill a p p e a r - th e  o p en in g  sk ie s , th e  
tru m p e t’ s b la s t, th e re s u rre c tio n  o f  th e  d e a d . T h e  L o rd  w ill c o m e ,  
and all h is  h o ly  o n es w ith  h im —and e v e ry  e y e  shall se e  h im  rid in g  o n  
th e  c lo u d s  o f  h e a v e n !

—From  the D idache (or "Teaching"), 
an early Christian document dating 
back to around 100 A .D . The author 
is unknown.
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LOOKING BACK, LOOKING UP
Alex V. Wilson

In p la c e  o f  an  ed itorial th is m o n th , w e  a re  inclu d in g tw o re m e m 
b ra n ce s  o f  m y  fa th e r w h ich  w e re  su bm itted  to  u s . T h en  w e m o v e  o n  
to  o u r th e m e  a r t ic le s , so m e ab ou t M e ssia h ’ s firs t co m in g  and o th ers  
ab out H is n e x t o n e .

A t th e  end o f  ea ch  re ce n t y e a r  w e  h a v e  w an ted  to in clu d e an  in
d e x  o f  all th e a rtic le s  ru n  d urin g th e y e a r . T h is  w ould m ake it m u ch  
e a sie r fo r  a n y o n e  w an tin g  to find so m e  p a rticu la r  a rtic le  la ter o n . B u t  
la ck  o f  tim e and sp a ce  h as alw ay s p rev en ted  u s . W h a t w e a re  in clu d 
ing in this issu e , h o w e v e r, is an  in d ex o f  all th e  th e m e s  o f  o u r Issues  
sin ce  e a rly  1 9 8 7 ,  w h en  w e  b e g a n  fo cu sin g  on  o n e  (o r  so m etim es tw o )  
m ain  to p ics  e a ch  m o n th . W e  h o p e  this w ill p ro v e  helpful to y o u .

Carl Vogt Wilson
Earl Mullins, Sr.

C a rl V o g t W ils o n ! W h a t a  m an ! I had  th e  p riv ile g e  and h o n o r o f  
b ein g c lo se ly  a sso cia te d  w ith h im  fo r o v e r  th ir ty -fiv e  y e a rs . H e  w as  
a v e ry  talen ted  m an  and d em o n strated  his ta len ts  in m an y d ifferen t  
w a y s . H is ta len ts  o p en ed  m an y  d o o rs  w h ich  w e re  alw ays u sed  by  
h im  to  the g lo ry  o f  G od .

I had the op p o rtu n ity  to se e  h im  in a ctio n  a s  m in ister and o n e  o f  
th e  eld ers o f  th e  P o rtlan d  A v e n u e  c o n g re g a tio n  and ch airm an  o f  the  
B o a rd  o f  P o rtla n d  C h ristian  S ch o o l fo r m an y  y e a rs . T h e re  w e re  
m an y  sp e cia l e x p e rie n c e s , su ch  as travellin g  w ith h im  fo r se v e ra l  
d ays visitin g  c h u rch e s  th ro u g h o u t th e South  on  b e h a lf o f  P .C .S .  L e s 
son s I learn ed  fro m  th e L o rd  th ro u g h  h im  a re  m o re  th an  I co u ld  e v e r  
re c a ll .

B u t le t m e  tr y  to  exp lain  th e  o n e  th in g  th at w as so im p ressiv e  to  
m e  ab o u t B ro th e r  W ilso n . A s  m an y  k n o w , h e  w as a g ra d u a te  o f  
M a le  H igh  S ch o o l in L o u isv ille , and w as v e ry  a c tiv e  w ith his c la s s 
m ates th ro u g h o u t th e y e a rs . H e  w as also  a g ra d u a te  o f  P rin ce to n  
U n iv e rsity  and lik ew ise  rem ain ed  an a c tiv e  m e m b e r o f  h is class  th e re . 
H e w a s  also  a  m a n  w ith  sig n ifican t e x p e rie n ce  in th e m ilitary  d u rin g  
W o rld  W a r  II . A f te r  th e  w a r h e  re tu rn ed  to  th e  b usin ess w o rld  w h e re  
h e rem ain ed  until th e  late  1 9 5 0 ’ s w h en  h e  resp on d ed  to the ca ll o f  the  
L o rd  in b e co m in g  th e  m in ister o f  th e P o rtlan d  A v en u e  C h u rch  o f  
C h ris t o f  w h ich  h e  w as a lre a d y  an  e ld e r.
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T h is m ean t th a t h e  w a s  p a rt o f  th e  lead ersh ip  te a m  o f  th e s c h o o l, 
in th a t th e  sch o o l ad m in istra to r w as d ire ctly  u n d e r th e  e ld ers o f  th e  
c h u rc h . T h a t is th e  p o sitio n  h e  w as in w h en  I w ith  m y  fam ily  m o v e d  
to  L o u isv ille . W ith o u t a p o lo g y  h e  u sed  his in flu en ce  w ith  all his c o n 
ta c ts  o n  b e h a lf o f  a sch o o l w h ich  in th e  e y e s  o f  th e  w o rld  "d o e s  n ot 
h old  a ca n d le " to  e ith e r o f  th e in stitu tes fro m  w h ich  h e g ra d u a te d . H e  
w as co m m itte d  to  P o rtla n d  C h ris tia n  S ch o o l!

H is w illin gn ess to  u se  th e  in flu e n ce  and co n ta c ts  G od had  g iv en  
h im  w as tru ly  an  in sp ira tio n . H is lo v e  and co m m itm e n t to b oth  th e  
c o n g re g a tio n  and th e  sch o o l g re w  o u t o f  his c o n c e rn  fo r  p eo p le . P e o 
p le , w h o  w e re  lo v e d  b y  th e  L o rd  to  w h o m  h e w as d ed icated . H is  
se lf -d isc ip lin e , and  th e  d iscip lin e  h e  e x e rc ise d  to w a rd  o th e rs , w e re  re 
a ssu rin g , and his co m p a ss io n  w a s  c o m fo rtin g .

T h e  L o rd  g a v e  m e th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  w o rk in g  w ith  B ro th e r  
" C .V ."  lo n g e r and in g re a te r  d epth  th an  m y  o w n  fa th e r. In m an y  
w a y s  h e  w a s  a fa th e r to  m e . F o r  th is a sso cia tio n , I h a v e  n oth in g b ut 
th a n k sg iv in g .

R em em b erin g B ro th e r W ilson.
R a g e n a  M u llin s

"G o o d  M o rn in g , M a d a m  Q u e e n ,"  w as his n o rm a l g re e tin g  as h e  
en tered  th e P o rtla n d  C h ristia n  S ch o o l o ff ic e  w h e re  I w as s e c re ta ry  fo r  
th e  sch o o l a d m in istra to r‒ m y  h u sb a n d , E a r l . (M y  n a m e , th ou gh  le 
g a lly  m issp e lle d , m ean s q u een  in L a t i n .)  B ro th e r  W ilso n  w ou ld  talk  
w ith  m e  a few  m in u tes and th e n  h e  w ou ld  ask , " Is  th e  m a e stro  in ?"  
"M a e s tro "  w as h is h e a rtfe lt (b u t h u m b lin g) ad d ress fo r  o n e  h e r e 
sp e cte d .

I look ed  fo rw a rd  to  h is v isits  w h en  w e w ou ld  sh a re  ab ou t m an y  
th in gs c o n ce rn in g  o u r fa m ilie s  and th e  L o r d ’ s w o rk . H e  w as a lw a y s  
v e ry  in terested  in  w h a t w as g o in g  o n  in  m y  life , and I ap p re cia te d  and  
lo v e d  h im . H e  w a s  m y  c o u n s e llo r , m y  co n fid a n te , m y  p ra y e r  p a rt
n e r , and m y  frie n d .

I w ill m iss  h im . B u t w h e n  it is m y  tu rn  to  step  into  e te rn ity , 
w h eth er it b e  b y  th e  L o r d ’ s co m in g  o r  b y  d eath , I e x p e c t  to  h e a r  h im
s a y ,

"G ood m orning, M adam Q ueen, THE M aestro is in."
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THEME: H E CAM E, H E ’L L  COM E

Who Is the TRUE Messiah?
Will Varner

W e  n e a rly  fell o u t o f  o u r cu sh ion ed  sy n a g o g u e  se a ts  w h en  w e  
h eard  th e ra b b i’ s a n sw e r! I had a cco m p a n ie d  a g ro u p  o f  b e lie v e rs  
fro m  a su b u rb an  D e tro it ch u rch  to a c o n s e rv a tiv e  sy n a g o g u e  to  le a rn  
m o re  ab o u t Je w ish  b eliefs  and cu sto m s. W e  had  b een  g iv e n  an  e x c e l 
len t to u r , and  n ow  th e rab b i w as a n sw e rin g  q u estion s. O n e  m e m b e r  
o f  o u r g ro u p  in q u ired , "W h a t do Je w s  b e lie v e  ab ou t th e M e s s ia h ? "  
T h e  ra b b i’s startlin g  a n sw e r w a s , "G o d  h a s  d eliv ered  th e Je w ish  p e o 
p le  fro m  m an y  trials d u rin g  o u r h is to ry , and H e  w ill d e liv e r  u s also  
fro m  the M e s s ia h !"  A f te r  w e  had re c o v e re d  fro m  o u r s h o c k , w e  in
quired  fu rth er ab out th e  m ean in g  o f  his s tra n g e  a n sw e r. T h e  rab b i 
th en  e la b o ra te d  o n  th e n u m ero u s fa ls e  M essiahs w ho h a v e  a p p eared  to  
Israel o v e r  th e ce n tu rie s . T h e se  pseudo-M essiahs in flicted  m u ch  pain  
on the Je w ish  co m m u n ity  b y  falsely  ra is in g  m an y  h o p es and a sp ira 
tions and th en  sh atterin g  th e m . T h e  d a m a g e  th ey  in flicted  h as b een  
so g re a t th at m an y  Je w s  no lo n g e r b e lie v e  in a p erso n al M e ssia h . 
T h e  rab b i in clu d ed  h im se lf  am o n g  th ese  doubters.

O v e r tw o  d o zed  individuals h a v e  cla im e d  to  be th e M e ssia h  o f  the  
h ou se o f  Isra e l o v e r  th e  p ast 1 ,9 0 0  y e a rs . T h e  re p re se n t a w id e  v a r i
ety  o f  Je w s  fro m  m an y  d ifferen t a re a s , b ut all o f  th em  h a v e  o n e  tra it  
in co m m o n ‒ th ey  w e re  w ro n g ! F o llo w in g  a re  d e scrip tio n s o f  so m e  o f  
the m o st c o lo rfu l.

Simon ben Kozeba, ca lle d  B a r  K o ch b a  by R ab b i A k ib a , led  an  
u n su ccessfu l c iv il w a r in Isra e l ag ain st th e  R o m a n s fro m  1 3 2  to  1 3 5  
A .D . H e  w a s  killed  in his s tro n g h o ld  o f  B e ta r , and R ab b i A k ib a  w as  
la te r e x e cu te d  b y  th e R o m a n s.

David Alroy an n o u n ced  h im se lf as th e  M essiah  to  th e  Je w s  o f  
B a b y lo n  in 1 1 4 7 . H e  su m m o n ed  his fo llo w e rs  to  re v o lt a g a in st th e  
P e rsia n  king and th en  ca p tu re  Je ru s a le m , but h e w as so o n  a ssa ssi
nated b y  h is fa th e r-in -la w .

Abraham Abulafia, a learn ed  m y s tic , an n o u n ced  h im se lf  as th e  
M essiah  to  th e  Je w s  o f  S ic ily  in 1 2 8 4 . F a ilin g  to  g a in  a  fo llo w in g  
am o n g  th e m , h e  tu rn ed  to  th e  C h ristia n  w o rld  to  a cce p t h is  sp iritu al 
p ro g ra m  fo r  th e  lib eratio n  o f  Je ru sa le m  fro m  M o slem  ru le . H a v in g  
b een  reb u ffed  a g a in , h e  sim p ly  d isap p eared  in 1 2 9 1 .

Solomon Molko, a P o rtu g u e se  M a rra n o , tra v e le d  f ro m  h is n ativ e  
h o m e to  Ita ly , T u rk e y  and P a le stin e , seek in g  to aro u se  in terest in  a  
jo in t Je w is h /C h ris tia n  m issio n  to  fre e  th e H o ly  L a n d . A f te r  p re se n t-
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ing h im se lf  as M essiah  in G r e e c e  in 1 5 3 0 , h e  w as a rre s te d , tr ie d  by  
th e  In q uisition  fo r  c o n v e rs io n  to  Ju d a ism  and b u rn ed  at the stak e .

S h a b b e ta i  Z v i ,  th e  m o st fa m o u s and su cce ssfu l pseudo-M essiah  
in Je w ish  h is to ry , gain ed  th o u san d s o f  fo llo w e rs  all o v e r  E u ro p e  b y  
1 6 6 5 . T h is  n ativ e  o f  S m y rn a , T u rk e y , b o ld ly  d em an ded  fro m  th e  
T u rk ish  su ltan  th at h e  b e a llo w ed  to  lead  th e  Je w ish  p eo p le  b a ck  to  
th e  H o ly  L a n d . T h e  su ltan , h o w e v e r , im p rison ed  Z v i in 1 6 6 6 ,  and  
so o n  th e re a f te r  his cru sh ed  d e v o te e s  h eard  th e  te rrib le  n ew s th at th eir  
m essiah  had  a c tu a lly  co n v e rte d  to  Islam ! H e  died in e x ile  te n  y e a rs  
la te r .

T h e  fo re g o in g  pseudo-M essiahs  a re  o n ly  th e  m o st p r o m in e n t-  
m a n y  o th e rs  h a v e  ra ised  th e  h o p es o f  so m e  o n ly  to  dash  th e m  in d is
a p p o in tm en t. C o m b in ed  w ith  a  g ro w in g  s e cu la rism  o v e r  th e  p a st 2 0 0  
y e a rs , this sad  h is to ry  o f  m e ssia n ic  p re te n d e rs  h as had  a n o tab le  e ffe c t  
on  th e m e ssia n ic  v ie w s o f  m an y  Je w ish  p e o p le . T o d a y  m o st Je w ish  
p e o p le  d o  n o t b e lie v e  in an y p erso n a l m e s s ia h -p a s t , p re se n t o r  fu
tu re . S o m e  a ffirm  b e lie f  in a  fu tu re  m essianic ag e, w h en  p e a ce  
a m o n g  n ation s w ill p re v a il , b ut it w ill b e a m essianic age without a  
M essiah. O n ly  th e  sm all g ro u p  o f  o rth o d o x  Je w s  b eliev e  th at so m e  
d ay  th e  M e ssia h  w ill p e rso n a lly  a rr iv e . T h e y  te n a cio u sly  h old  to on e  
o f  th e  13 p rin cip le s  laid  d o w n  b y  M aim o n id es in th e 12th  ce n tu ry : "I  
b e lie v e  w ith  p e rfe c t faith  in th e  co m in g  o f  th e  M e ssia h , and th rou gh  
H e ta r ry , I w ill w a it d aily  fo r  H is c o m in g ."  M an y  o rth o d o x , h o w 
e v e r , a re  n ot c le a r  ab o u t w h e th e r su ch  b e lie f  is essen tial to  Ju d a ism .

A p a rt f ro m  b ein g  w ro n g , e a ch  o f  the pseudo-M essiahs h ad  on e  
o th e r fa c to r  in c o m m o n ‒ n o n e  o f  th em  m et th e  q u alificatio n s g iv e n  in 
th e H e b re w  S crip tu re s  w h ich  w ou ld  c h a ra c te r iz e  th e M e ssia h . M o st  
o f  th e m  ig n o re d  th e se  b ib lical q u alificatio n s and b ased  th eir m e ssi
an ic  c la im s o n  so -ca lle d  m ira c le s , su pp osed  v isio n s and in v o lv ed  nu
m e rica l ca lcu la tio n s  b ased  K abbalah  (Jew ish  m y stic ism ). H ad  the  
p eo p le  m e a su re d  th em  b y b ib lical sta n d a rd s, th e y  w ou ld  n o t h av e  
b een  d e ce iv e d . W h a t a re  th e q u alifica tio n s fo r  th e M essiah  an d, 
m o re  im p o rta n tly , h a s  th e re  e v e r  b een  a n y o n e  w ho m e a su re s  up to  
th em ?

A lth o u g h  th e  Tenach  (th e  H e b re w  S crip tu re s ) m en tion s m an y  
m essian ic  q u a lifica tio n s , th e  fo llo w in g  fo u r a re  m o st c ru c ia l in d e te r
m ining w h o indeed  is th e real M e ssia h .

The Place of His Coining

M ica h  5 : 2  ( 5 :1  in th e H e b re w  B ib le ) re a d s , " B u t th o u , B eth leh em  
E p h ra th a h , th o u g h  th ou  b e little  am o n g  th e th ou san d s o f  Ju d a h , y et  
ou t o f  th ee  shall h e  c o m e  fo rth  unto m e th at is to  b e  ru le r  in Isra e l, 
w h o se  g o in g s  fo rth  h a v e  b een  fro m  o f  o ld , f ro m  e v e rla s tin g ."  T h is  
v e rs e  sim ply  states th a t th e  ru le r  in Israel w ill c o m e  fro m  B eth leh em
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E p h ra th a h  in Ju d a h . A lth o u g h  H e c a m e  o u t o f  B e th le h e m , H e  did  n ot 
h a v e  H is b egin n in g  th e re , fo r  H e  is a n  ev e rla stin g  p e rso n .

G o d ’ s W o rd  is v e r y  p re c ise  ab o u t th is q u alifica tio n . T h e re  w e re  
tw o  B eth leh em s in a n cie n t I s r a e l - o n e  in Ju d ah  (1  S a m . 1 6 :4 )  and o n e  
in G a lile e  (Jo sh . 1 9 :1 5 ) .  M ica h  5 : 2  c le a r ly  s ta te s , h o w e v e r , th at th e  
M essiah  w ill c o m e  fro m  B e th le h e m  in Ju d a h . T h e  an cie n t scrib e s  and  
rab b is a g re e d  th a t th is B e th le h e m  w as to  b e  th e  b irth p la ce  o f  th e  M e s 
siah , and th ey  re la ted  this in fo rm a tio n  to  H e ro d  th e  G re a t w h en  h e  
ask ed  fo r  it (M t. 2 :4 - 6 ) .  T h is b irth  in B e th le h e m , h o w e v e r , d oes not 
m e a n  th at M essiah  is o f  h u m an  o rig in  o n ly , fo r  M ica h  a lso  said  H is  
"g o in g s  fo rth  h av e  b een  fro m  o f  o ld , fro m  e v e rla s tin g ."  T h e  n otion  
th at M essiah  is n oth in g m o re  th an  a  g ifted  m a n  is co n tra d ic te d  b y  this  
p lain  sta tem en t d e cla rin g  H is e tern al p re e x is te n c e ‒ an  attrib u te b e 
lo n g in g  o n ly  to  th e L o rd  G od  (c p . H a b . 1 :1 2 ) .  E v e n  th e  T a lm u d  and  
a  rab b in ic  co m m e n ta ry  o n  G en esis  s ta te  th at th e  n am e o f  M essiah  e x 
isted  b e fo re  th e c re a tio n  o f  th e  w o rld  (P e sa h im  5 4 a ,  G en esis  R ab b ah  
1 :4 ) .

S o  th e  first c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  M e ssia h  is th at H e  w ill b e  an  e tern al 
b ein g  w h o w ill c o m e  o u t o f  B e th le h e m  in H is  earth ly  e x is te n ce .

The M an n er of His Com ing

A  d ivin e b ein g  w h o  co m e s  to  e a rth  a s  a h u m an  b e in g  w ou ld  h av e  
to  e x p e rie n c e  a  su p ern atu ral b irth . T h e  B ib le  th e re fo re  te a ch e s  th at 
th e  M essiah  w ou ld  b e  b o r n  o f  a  v irg in ‒ c le a r ly  an  e v e n t in v o lv in g  th e  
m ira cu lo u s . Isaiah  7 : 1 4  s ta te s , " T h e re f o re  th e L o rd  H im se lf  shall 
g iv e  you  a  sig n ; B e h o ld , th e virgin  sh all c o n c e iv e , and  b e a r a so n , 
and shall ca ll h is  n a m e  Im m a n u e l."  T h e  co n tro v e rs y  su rro u n d in g  this  
v e rs e  h in g es on  th e w o rd  tra n sla te d  as " v irg in ."  I t is th e H e b re w  
w o rd  alm ah , and so m e  in sist th at it sh ould  b e  tra n sla te d  young woman 
w ith o u t im plyin g v irg in ity , b e ca u s e  th e  n o rm al w o rd  fo r  virgin is be- 
toolah . A lth o u g h  th is  lin e  o f  re a so n in g  se e m s to  h a v e  a s c h o la rly , 
au th o rita tiv e  to n e  to  it, a  c lo s e r  e x a m in a tio n  re v e a ls  th a t virgin  is a 
v e ry  le g itim a te  tra n sla tio n  o f  alm ah  in  this v e rs e .

T h e  w o rd  alm ah  ap p e a rs  o n ly  se v e n  tim e s in th e  H e b re w  B ib le  
(G e n  2 4 : 4 3 ;  E x .  2 : 8 ;  P s . 6 8 : 2 5 ;  P ro v . 3 0 :1 9 ;  S o n g  1 :3 ;  6 : 8 ;  Isa  
7 :1 4 ) .  T h e re  is n o  in stan ce  in  w h ich  it c a n  b e  p ro v e n  th at alm ah  d e s
ig n ates  a y o u n g  w o m a n  w h o  is n o t a  v irg in . P a rtic u la rly  o b v io u s is 
its u se  to  d e scrib e  th e  v irg in  R e b ek ah  in G en esis  2 4 :4 3  (c p . G en  
2 4 :1 6 )  and the v irg in  M iria m  in E x o d u s  2 : 8 .  T h e  u se  o f  th e w o rd  in
d ica te s  th at it re fe rs  to  a  y o u n g  w o m a n , o n e  o f  w h o se  ch a ra c te r is tic s  
is v irg in ity . T h is is b o rn e  o u t b y  th e  f a c t  th at th e  Septuagint, th e  
G re e k  tran sla tio n  o f  th e  H e b re w  S crip tu re s  co m p le te d  arou n d  2 0 0  
B . C . ,  re n d e rs  alm ah  in Isa iah  7 : 1 4  b y  th e  G re e k  w o rd  fo r  v irg in , 
parthenos.
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F u r th e r m o re , th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  n atu re  o f  th is birth  is in d icated  b y  
th e  " s ig n " : " T h e re f o re  th e  L o rd  h im se lf  shall g iv e  y o u  a  sig n ; B e 
h o ld , th e v irg in  shall c o n c e iv e , and b e a r  a  so n , and shall ca ll his 
n a m e  Im m a n u e l."  A  sig n  in S crip tu re  is so m eth in g  ou t o f  th e  o rd i
n a ry  th a t a ttests  to  and co n firm s  a w o rd  fro m  g o d . M o st o f  th e  8 0  
o c c u rre n c e s  o f  th is w o rd  in th e O ld T e s ta m e n t re fe r  to  m ira cu lo u s  
sign s ( e .g . ,  E x .  7 : 3 ;  D t. 4 : 3 4 ;  Isa . 2 0 :3 ) .  W ith  this in m in d , it is 
a p p ro p ria te  to  a sk , What is so  m iraculous and out o f  the ordinary 
about a  young woman conceiving and bearing a  ch ild ? T h a t h app en s  
all th e tim e . It w ou ld  b e  m ira cu lo u s , h o w e v e r , if  a  v irg in  c o n ce iv e d .

T h e  ch ild  b o rn  th ro u g h  this m ira cu lo u s  b irth  is g iv e n  th e  n am e  
Im m a n u e l, w h ich  is co m p rise d  o f  th re e  H e b re w  w o rd s lite ra lly  tra n s 
lated  "w ith  us G o d " (c p . M t. 1 :2 3 ) .

T h e  se co n d  c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  the M e ssia h  is , th e re fo re , th at H e  
w ill h a v e  a m ira cu lo u s  b irth  fro m  a v irg in  m o th e r and th a t H e  w ill b e  
G od  in h u m an  fo rm .

The Tim e of His Coming

C a lcu la tio n s  p u rp o rtin g  to  in d icate  th e  e x a c t  d ates o f  p ro p h e tic  
ev en ts h a v e  ab oun d ed  th ro u g h o u t h is to ry . S o m e  pseudo-M essiahs 
cla im e d  th at th e  y e a r  o f  th e ir  unveiling to  Isra e l w as d e term in ed  by  
s e c re t  n u m e rica l ca lcu la tio n s  a rriv e d  a t th ro u g h  th e  m y ste rio u s p ra c 
t ic e  o f  gem atria  ( i .e . ,  ca lcu la tin g  n u m b ers th ro u g h  le tte rs ).

N e ed less  to  sa y , th e  B ib le  k n ow s n oth in g  o f  this p ra c tic e . T h e  
g e n eral tim e  o f  M e ss ia h ’ s co m in g , h o w e v e r , w a s re v e a le d  to  D an iel 
in ch a p te r  9 ,  v e rse s  2 4 - 2 7 .  A lth o u g h  th e re  is ro o m  fo r  d isa g re e m e n t 
o n  th e  e x a c t  d etails  o f  th is p ro p h e cy , it is c le a r  th at th e  a p p earin g  o f  
"M e s s ia h , th e  P rin c e "  (D a n . 9 :2 5 )  w ou ld  b e  e a rly  in  th e fou rth  d e c 
ad e o f  th e  firs t ce n tu ry . It is ab so lu tely  c le a r , h o w e v e r , th at th e M e s
siah  had  to  c o m e  b efore  th e  d estru ctio n  o f  th e  T e m p le :

"A n d  a fte r  th re e  s c o re  and tw o  w eek s shall M essiah  b e  cu t o ff ,  
but n ot fo r  h im se lf; and th e  p eo p le  o f  th e  p rin ce  th at shall c o m e  shall 
d e stro y  th e c ity  and th e  s a n c tu a ry , and th e  end o f  it shall b e  w ith  a 
flo o d , and u n to  th e end o f  th e w a r d eso la tio n s a re  d ete rm in e d " (D a n . 
9 :2 6 ) .

T h e  d e stru ctio n  o f  Je ru s a le m  and th e  T e m p le  to o k  p la ce  in 7 0  
A .D . at th e  h an d s o f  th e  R o m a n  g e n e ra l T itu s and his le g io n s . D an iel 
9 : 2 6  is te a ch in g , th e re fo re , th at th e M e ssia h  h ad  to  c o m e  b e fo re  7 0  
A .D .

T h e r e fo re , th e  th ird  c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  M e ssia h  is th at H e  had  to  
c o m e  and b e  "c u t o f f '  b e fo re  th e T e m p le ’s d estru ctio n  in 7 0  A .D .

The Purpose of His Com ing

A  Je w ish  p e rso n  w h o is asked  "W h a t is th e  p u rp o se  o f  M e ss ia h ’ s 
c o m in g ? "  w ou ld  p ro b a b ly  re sp o n d , "T o  b rin g  p e a c e  to th e  w o rld  and
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to  re s to re  th e Je w ish  p eo p le  fro m  th eir e x ile ."  T h e se  th em es o f  u ni
v e rsa l p e a c e  and re sto ra tio n  a re  m en tioned  o fte n  b y  th e  H e b re w  
p ro p h e ts . A n o th e r p ro p h e tic  th e m e , often  o v e rlo o k e d , d e scrib e s  an  
additional p u rp o se  o f  M e ss ia h ’ s co m in g ‒ to  d ie  fo r  th e  sins o f  Isra e l  
and o f  all m an k in d .

N o g re a te r  e lab o ratio n  o f  this th em e can  b e  found th an  in th e  Ser
vant Song o f  Isaiah  5 2 :1 3 - 5 3 :1 2 .  T his se ctio n  o f  S crip tu re  is o n e  o f  a  
se rie s  d ep ictin g  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  serv an t o f  th e  L o rd  in Isa iah . A t  
tim es this se rv a n t is Israel ( e .g . ,  Isa . 4 4 :1 - 2 ) ,  b ut at o th e r tim e s th e  
se rv a n t is an  individual w h o w ill re s to re  Israel to  th e  L o rd  (Isa . 4 9 : 5 -  
7 ) .  In  Isaiah  5 3 :4 - 6  th e  p e rso n ifica tio n  o f  th e Suffering Servant 
re a ch e s  a su b lim e p in n a cle :

"S u re ly  h e  h ath  b o rn e  o u r  g r ie fs , and ca rr ie d  o u r s o rro w s ; y e t  
w e  did e ste e m  h im  s tr ick e n , sm itten  o f  G o d , and a fflic te d . B u t he  
w as w ou n ded  fo r  o u r tra n sg re ss io n s , h e  w as b ru ised  fo r  o u r iniqui
tie s ; th e  ch a stise m e n t fo r  o u r p e a c e  w as u p on  h im , and w ith  his 
strip es w e  a re  h e a le d . A ll w e  lik e  sh eep  h a v e  g o n e  a s tra y ; w e  h a v e  
tu rn ed  e v e ry  o n e  to  his o w n  w a y , and the L o rd  h ath  laid  o n  h im  the  
iniquity o f  us a ll ."

T h e  se rv a n t su ffered  su b m issiv ely  and sile n tly , and th e  su ffe rin g  
w as v ica rio u s  ( i .e . ,  fo r  th e  sins o f  o th e rs ) . H is soul b e ca m e  "a n  o f 
ferin g  fo r  s in " (Isa . 5 3 :1 0 ) .

T h e  B a b y lo n ia n  T a lm u d , th e  A ra m a ic  T a rg u m s , and th e  a n cie n t  
rab b in ic co m m e n ta rie s  id en tified  this Suffering Servant as I s r a e l ’ s 
M essiah . T y p ica l o f  th e ir  co m m e n ts  is th at o f  M o sh e  K o h e n  ibn  
C risp in , a  14 th -ce n tu ry  S pan ish  rab b i:

"T h is  p ro p h e cy  w as d e liv e re d  b y  Isaiah  at th e  d iv in e co m m a n d  
fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  m ak in g  k n o w n  to  u s som eth in g  ab ou t th e n a tu re  o f  
th e  fu tu re  M e ssia h , w h o  is to  c o m e  and d e liv e r  Israel . . .  in o rd e r  
th at if  an y o n e  sh ould  a rise  c la im in g  to  be h im se lf  th e  M e ssia h , w e  
m ay  re f le c t and lo o k  to s e e  w h e th e r w e  ca n  o b s e rv e  in him  an y  r e 
se m b la n ce  to  th e  tra its  d e scrib e d  h e re : if  th e re  is a re se m b la n ce , th en  
w e  m a y  b e lie v e  th at h e  is th e M e ssia h  o u r R ig h te o u s ; but if  n o t, w e  
ca n n o t d o  s o ."

T h e  m o d e m  Je w ish  v ie w  o f  th e  serv an t o f  Isaiah  5 3 ,  h o w e v e r , is 
th at h e  is a  p e rso n ifica tio n  o f  su fferin g  Is ra e l, ra th e r  th an  the M e s 
siah . T h is  in terp reta tio n  w as firs t in trod u ced  c a . 1 1 0 0  by th e  g re a t  
F re n c h  rab b i, S h lom o Y itz a k i, re fe rre d  to  as R a sh i. E v e n  th ou gh  
m o st co m m e n ta to rs  ad opted  this n ovel Israel in te rp re ta tio n , m a n y  r e 
je c te d  it. A s  late  as th e  17th  ce n tu ry , R ab b i N ap h tali A ltsch u le r  
w ro te , "I  am  su rp rised  th at R a sh i and D av id  K im ch i h a v e  n o t, w ith  
th e  T a rg u m , also  ap plied  th e m  [v v . 5 2 :1 3 - 5 3 :1 2 ]  to  th e  M e s s ia h ."

H o w e v e r , Isaiah  5 3  itse lf  re fu te s  th e Israel in terp reta tio n  and a f 
firm s that th e se rv a n t m u st b e an  individual w ho su ffe rs  fo r  Is ra e l. In

3 2 8



v e rs e  8 b , Isa iah  s ta te d , " f o r  th e tra n sg re ss io n  o f  my p eop le  w as h e  
s tr ic k e n ."

Q u e s tio n : W h o  w e re  Isa ia h ’ s p e o p le ?

A n s w e r : Is ra e l.

P r o b l e m : H o w  co u ld  Isra e l b e "s tr ic k e n "  fo r  Is ra e l?

T a k in g  th e  w o rd s  o f  th is m a rv e lo u s  ch a p te r in th eir n o rm a l, lit
e ra l c o n te x t  d em an d s th at th e y  d e scrib e  th e su b stitu tion ary  su fferin g  
o f  an  in n o cen t se rv a n t fo r  th e  sin s o f  Is ra e l.

T h e  fou rth  c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  th e  M essiah  is , th e re fo re , th at the  
p u rp o se  o f  his co m in g  is to  g iv e  H is life  as a  su b stitu tion ary  s a crif ice  
fo r  th e  sin s o f  o th e rs  so  th a t th ey  m a y  b e fo rg iv e n . H o w e v e r , H e  
w ou ld  b e  re je c te d  b y  H is o w n  p e o p le .

T h e r e  a re  m a n y  o th e r p ro p h e cie s  c o n ce rn in g  th e M e ssia h ’s id en 
tity  and w o rk . H e  w ou ld  b e  a d e sce n d a n t o f  D av id  in the trib e  o f  
Ju d ah  (G e n . 4 9 : 1 0 ;  J e r .  2 3 :6 - 5 ) ;  H e  w ou ld  b e  p re ce d e d  by a fo re 
ru n n e r (M a i. 3 : 1 ) ;  H e  w ou ld  p e rfo rm  m ira c le s  o f  h ealin g  (Isa . 3 5 :5 -  
6 ) ;  H e  w ou ld  b e c ru c if ie d  (P s . 2 2 : 1 6 ) ;  H e  w ou ld  rise  ag ain  fro m  the  
d ead  (P s . 1 6 :1 0 ) ;  and H e  w ou ld  asce n d  to  th e righ t hand o f  Je h o v a h  
(P s . 1 1 0 :1 ) .

Is th e re  a n y o n e  in Je w ish  h is to ry  w h o m eets th ese  q u alificatio n s?  
C e rta in ly  not B a r  K o ch b a  o r  S h ab b etai Z v i o r  an y o f  th e  o th er m e ssi
an ic  im p o sto rs—p a st, p re se n t o r  fu tu re . B u t th e re  is O n e  w ho fits th e  
co m p o site  fig u re  d ra w n  by th e H e b re w  p ro p h e ts . H is n am e w as  
Y e s h u a  b en  Y o s e f .  W e  k n o w  H im  in th e  W e s t  as Je su s  o f  N a z a re th . 
H e  w as b o r n  in B e th le h e m  o f  a v irg in  m o th e r (M t. 1 :2 3 ;  2 :1 0 .  H e  
ap p e a re d  p u b licly  in th e e a rly  y e a rs  o f  th e fo u rth  d e ca d e  in th e first  
c e n tu ry  (L k . 3 :1 - 2 ,  2 1 ) .  H e  w a s  re je c te d  by th e g re a te r  p art o f  the  
Je w ish  n atio n , died o n  a R o m a n  c ro s s , ro se  ag a in  th e third  d a y , and  
la te r  asce n d e d  to  H is F a th e r  (Jn . 1 :1 1 ;  M t. 2 7 : 3 5 ;  2 8 :  I f f ; A c ts  
1 :9 ) .  H e  fu lfilled  th e se  and d o zen s o f  o th e r sp e cific  p ro p h e cie s .

T h e  title  o f  th is a r tic le  ask s th e  q u estio n , "W h o  is th e true M e s
s ia h ? "  T o  th e p e rso n  w h o b o th ers to  in v estigate  th e q u estion , the a n 
s w e r  is c le a r : Je s u s , th e  O n e b o rn  in B e th le h e m  to  a v irg in  m o th e r, 
th e  O n e w h o su ffered  as a s a c r if ic e  fo r  Israel and th e  w orld  4 0  y e a rs  
b e fo re  th e d e stru ctio n  o f  th e  T e m p le .

W ill you tru st Him  as your M essiah and sin b earer today?

[Copyright: The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, Inc. Used 
by permission. This article available in booklet form from P.O .Box  
908 , Bellmawr, NJ 08031 .]

3 2 9



W E  "W O R M S " A F F IR M  G O D ’S IN T E R E S T  IN US
R i c h a r d  N .  L o n g n e c k e r

C elsu s w as a fo rm id a b le  se co n d -ce n tu ry  o p p o n en t o f  C h ristia n ity , 
A b o u t A .D . 1 8 0  h e w ro te  a len gth y  a tta ck  a g ain st C h ris tia n s  entitled  
T h e  T r u e  W o r d ,  p o rtio n s o f  w h ich  ca n  b e  re co n stru c te d  fro m  
O rig e n ’ s A g a in s t  C e ls u s , w h ich  w as w ritten  ab o u t A .D . 2 4 5 .

A c c o rd in g  to  C e lsu s , all fo rm s  o f  re v e a le d  re lig io n  a re  im possible  
sin ce  G od  is to o  g re a t to  b e in terested  in m an k in d . F u rth e rm o re , 
sin ce  G od  is im m u tab le (ch a n g e le ss ) w e  ca n n o t su p p ose th a t h e  cou ld  
ch an g e  his n atu re  and p re se n t h im se lf to  m en  and w o m e n  in w ays  
th ey  co u ld  u n d e rsta n d , o r  th at h e  w ou ld  e v e r  le a v e  his e te rn a l pursuits  
to  m e e t th em  in h is to r y -e i th e r  th ro u g h  th e  p rop h ets o r  b y  m ean s o f  
so m e so rt o f  in ca rn a tio n . In  m o ck in g  d e ris io n , C e lsu s  co m p a re d  
Je w s  and C h ristian s to  " a  c lu s te r  o f  b a ts  o r  a n ts  co m in g  o u t o f  a n est, 
o r  f ro g s  h o ld in g  co u n cil aro u n d  a  m a rsh , o r  w o r m s  assem b led  on  
so m e m a n u re  p ile ,"  w h o  s a y : "G o d  sh o w s and p ro c la im s  ev ery th in g  
to  us b e fo re h a n d ; h e  sen ds m e sse n g e rs  to  u s a lo n e , and n e v e r  stops  
sending th em  and seek in g  th at w e  m ay  b e  w ith  h im  fo r  e v e r ."  H o w  
rid icu lo u s!

O rig e n ’ s rep ly  to  C e lsu s  w a s: W e  as " C e ls u s ’ w o rm s "  (1 )  fe r
v en tly  d en y  his d isp a ra g e m e n t o f  h u m an ity , fo r  all p e o p le  a re  cre a te d  
in th e im a g e  o f  G o d , and ( 2 )  g lad ly  a ff irm  th at G od  is in terested  in  
u s , as h e  h as sh o w n  m o st c le a r ly  and d ra m a tica lly  in th e In ca rn a tio n . 
In  fa c t , n o t o n ly  do C h ristian s a ff irm  th at G o d  is in terested  in u s , w e  
p ro c la im -h u m b ly , y e t c o n f id e n tly - th a t  G od  lo v es  us!

T h is is w h at C h ris tm a s  is all ab ou t. T h e  C h ristian  fe stiv a ls  o f  
C h ristm as (In ca rn a tio n ), G o o d  F rid a y  (C ru c if ix io n ), and E a s te r  (R e s 
u rre c tio n ) ep ito m iz e  and b rin g  into fo cu s  all th a t w e  as C h ristia n s b e 
lie v e . In d eed , a p a rt fro m  b ein g  c re a te d  in th e  im ag e  o f  G o d , w e  as 
hum ans w ou ld  b e  n o  b e tte r th an  b a ts , a n ts , f ro g s  o r  w o rm s . A nd  
ap a rt fro m  th e  In ca rn a tio n , w e  w ou ld  h a v e  ra th e r sk im p y re a so n  to  
sp eak  o f  G o d ’ s in tim ate  in terest in  u s. B u t w e  a re  c re a te d  b y  G od  in  
his im a g e ; and C h ris tm a s  is th e  p ro cla m a tio n  th at G od  n o t o n ly  is in
terested  in u s , but th at "G o d  so  loved  th e  w o rld  th at h e  g a v e  his on e  
and on ly  S o n " fo r  o u r re d e m p tio n  (Jo h n  3 :1 6 ) .

So p h o o e y  to  C elsu s and his ilk. L e t  th e m  re v e l in th e ir  su pp osed  
w isd om  a s  to  w h at G od  is lik e . W e  m igh t h a v e  th ou gh t th at to o . B ut 
b e ca u se  o f  G o d ’ s o w n  re v e la tio n , w e  a ffirm  w ith  c o n fid e n ce  and jo y  
th at G od  is in terested  in u s and lo v e s  u s fa r  b ey o n d  w h at co u ld  e v e r  
b e im agin ed . A n d  it is th is in terest and lo v e  th at w e  c e le b ra te  d u rin g  
this h o ly  se a so n .
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ZECHARIAH’S SURPRISE
T h o m a s  G . B r a d s h a w

D o  y o u  e v e r  w o n d e r w h e th e r o r  n o t G od  is re a lly  goin g  to  c o m e  
th ro u g h  o n  h is  p ro m is e s ?  C a n  w e  re a lly  tru st h im ? W h e n  it co m e s  
rig h t d o w n  to  it, and w e fa c e  th e  fa c t  that so m e d a y  w e ’re  all g o in g  to  
d ie , c a n  w e  b e  su re  th at H e  is g o in g  to  b e  th e re  o n  th e  o th e r sid e  
w aitin g  to  ta k e  o u r  h an d ?

O r th e n  a g a in , m a y b e  w e w o n ’t  d ie . Je su s  did p ro m ise  th at on e  
d a y  h e w ill c o m e  ag ain  and re c e iv e  us u nto h im se lf‒ th at th e re  w ill b e  
so m e  w h o w ill b e  a liv e  to  see  th at d ay  w h en  h e  c o m e s  in g lo ry , and  
th e y ’ ll b e ca u g h t up to  m eet h im  in th e a ir to  b e  w ith  th e L o rd  fo r 
e v e r . T h a t co u ld  b e  us! H e co u ld  c o m e  to d a y . H e ’ s co m in g  b a c k ; at 
le a st h e  said  h e  is.

B u t th at w a s  a  lon g  tim e a g o , ab ou t 2 0 0 0  y e a rs ! H e  sa id , " I  am  
co m in g  s o o n ."  Y o u ’d think h e w ou ld  h a v e  b een  h e re  b y  n o w .

Z ach ariah  And Elizabeth

L e t  m e tell y o u  a s to ry  ab out a little  old  m an  and a little  o ld  
w o m a n . T h e  little  old  m a n  w as a p rie st. H e  to o k  h is tu rn  w ith  all the  
o th e r  p rie sts  tak in g  c a re  o f  th in gs at th e  T e m p le  in Je ru sa le m . H e  
h ad  b een  d o in g  th e  sa m e  ro u tin e  fo r  y e a rs  and y e a rs , lead in g  the  
c e re m o n ie s , ritu al afte r ritu al. It g o t p re tty  b o rin g  so m e tim e s. B u t  
h e  w a s  a  g o o d  m a n , a faithful m a n , and m o st o f  th e  tim e  h e  fe lt the  
p re s e n c e  o f  G od  th e re  w ith  h im  as h e  se rv e d  in th e  te m p le . H is n am e  
w a s  Z e c h a r ia h .

T h e  little  o ld  w o m a n  w as a p re a c h e r ’ s k id , b u t sh e w as a g o d ly  
w o m a n  in sp ite  o f  it; h e r faith  in th e  L o rd  w a s s tro n g . S h e did  h er  
b e st to  d o  w h a t w a s rig h t, and G o d  w as p le a se d . B u t so m e tim e s  she  
w o n d e re d  ab o u t G o d -w h e th e r  o r  n o t h e  w as re a lly  th e re , w h e th e r o r  
n o t h e  lo v e d  h e r—b e ca u s e  sh e d id n ’t h a v e  an y ch ild re n , and sh e had  
w an ted  th em  so  b a d ly . E v e r y  tim e  sh e  saw  h e r frien d s w ith  all th eir  
g ra n d b a b ie s  o n  th e ir  lap s, she g rie v e d . S he lo n g ed  fo r  ch ild re n , but 
th e  L o rd  h a d n ’t b lessed  h e r w ith  th e m . S he and h e r husb an d  u sed  to  
p ra y  fo r  G od  to  b rin g  th em  a  b a b y , but th e y ’d lo n g  s in ce  g iv e n  u p . It 
w o u ld  ta k e  a m ira c le  n o w ‒ an  A b ra h a m  and S a ra h  kind o f  m ira c le .

T h e  little  o ld  w o m a n  w as m a rrie d  to  Z e c h a r ia h . H e r  n a m e  w as  
E liz a b e th .

T h e re  w e re  tim e s w h en  Z e c h a ria h  g o t a little  d isco u ra g e d . O n e  
n ig h t, a f te r  h e  had  c o m e  h o m e  fro m  w o rk , he and E liz a b e th  w e re  sit
tin g  a t th e  tab le  d rin k in g  c o ffe e  and eatin g  so m e  b a g e ls . It w as q u iet, 
th e y  w e re  b oth  to o  tired  to  say  m u ch . A n d  th e n , all o f  a  su d d en , ou t
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o f  th e  b lu e , Z e c h a r ia h  sa id , "S o m e b o d y  asked  m e  ab out th o se  
p ro p h e cie s  ag a in  to d a y ."

"W h a t? "  E liz a b e th  asked

"S o m e b o d y  ask ed  m e  about th o se  p ro p h e cie s  a g a in -y o u  k n ow , 
the o n es ab out th e M e s s ia h ."

"O h , y o u ’ re  w o rry in g  ab out th o se  a g a in , h u h ?"

" W e ll , I know  th a t th e  p rop hets sa y  th at som eday  G od is g o in g  to  
send u s a d e liv e re r . I  w as read in g  in th e  sc ro lls  to d ay  in th e  p ro p h e 
cie s  o f  Je re m ia h  th at G od  said  th at h e  w ou ld  ra ise  up a "rig h te o u s  
b ra n ch , a  K in g  w h o w ill re ig n  w ise ly " and th at Ju d ah  w ou ld  be saved  
and th at Isra e l w ou ld  liv e  in safe ty . B u t h e  h a s n ’t  d o n e  th at y e t. I 
w as also  read in g  in Isa iah  w h e re  so m e o n e  w ou ld  c o m e  o u t o f  the d e 
sert c ry in g , "P r e p a r e  th e  w a y  o f  th e L o rd ! P re p a re  th e  w a y  o f  the  
L o r d !"

E liz a b e th  look ed  up fro m  h e r knitting and sa id , "I  d o n ’t  re m e m 
b er h e a rin g  th at o n e  b e fo re , H o n e y ."

Z e ch a ria h  sa id , " W e ll , it’ s in th e re , ab ou t tw o  th ird s o f  th e w ay  
th rou gh  th e s c ro ll . I w ish  so m eb o d y  w ou ld  d iv id e th at thing into  
ch ap ters  and v e rs e s . It su re  w ould  m ak e  it a  lo t e a s ie r  to  tell you  
ab out it. A n y w a y , it sou nd ed  kind o f  s tra n g e  to  m e , to o , but I kept 
o n  lo o k in g  and I fou n d  in M a la ch i, th e  last o f  th e  p ro p h e ts , som eth in g  
ab out a m e sse n g e r co m in g  to  p re p a re  th e  w a y  b e fo re  th e  L o r d , that 
this m e sse n g e r w ou ld  c o m e  and th en  th e  L o rd  w ou ld  c o m e , to  the  
T e m p le , no less . T h e n  M a la ch i w en t o n  to  say  th at G o d  w ould  send  
the p ro p h et E lija h  to  c o m e  ju s t b e fo re  th e  M e s s ia h ."

E liz a b e th  a lm o st d ro p p ed  h e r k nitting  n e e d le , " T h e  p ro p h et E li 
ja h ? ! W h y , h e ’ s b een  d ead  fo r  hun d red s o f  y e a rs !"

"I  k n o w , but th a t’ s w h at it said . It said  th at h e  w ou ld  c o m e  and  
tu rn  e v e ry b o d y ’ s h e a rts  arou n d  like th e y ’ re  su pp osed  to  b e ."

" W e ll , w h at do you  sa y  w h en  p e o p le  ask  y o u  ab ou t p ro p h e cie s  
like th a t? "  E liz a b e th  ask ed

"I tell th em  th ey  o u g h t to  b eliev e  th e m , to  b e  lo o k in g  fo r  the  
M essiah  to  c o m e , to  lo o k  ou t fo r a m e sse n g e r co m in g  to  p re p a re  the  
w ay  fo r  h im , to w a tch  fo r  E lija h  to  c o m e  ag a in . B u t so m e tim e s I 
h av e  a h ard  tim e b eliev in g  th em  m y se lf. I m e a n , g o o d n e ss , it’ s been  
ab out 4 0 0  y e a rs  s in ce  M a la ch i p ro p h e sie d , and it h a s n ’t h app en ed  
yet! A n d  G o d ’s b een  aw fu lly  quiet in th o se  y e a rs . T h e r e ’s been  no  
g re a t p ro p h et c o m e  alo n g  o r  an yth in g , m u ch  less a M e ssia h !

"M y  fa th e r sa id , ‘ B e  w atch in g , th e  M essiah  is c o m in g !’ A nd his  
D ad  to ld  h im , ‘ B e  re a d y , th e  M essiah  is c o m in g .’ A n d  h is D ad  b e 
fo re  h im , and o n  and o n  it g o e s ! G re a t-g re a t-g re a t  . . . g ran d -d ad
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u sed  to  s a y , ‘ T h e  M essiah  is c o m in g , s o o n !’ H e ’ s su re  b e e n  a  lon g  
tim e  c o m i n g !"

" H e  su re  h a s ,"  E liz a b e th  a g re e d .

Z e c h a r ia h  w en t b ack  to  sip p in g  his c o ffe e . B u t E liz a b e th  laid  
d o w n  h e r n e e d le w o rk  and sa id , " H o n e y , d o  you  e v e r w o n d e r w h at 
life  w ou ld  h a v e  b een  like if  w e  w ou ld  h ad  h ad  k id s?"

" Y e a h , it w ou ld  h av e  b een  n ice  to  h a v e  s o m e  ch ild ren  and so m e  
g ra n d ch ild re n  arou n d  to  keep  u s c o m p a n y  in o u r old  a g e . I co u ld  ju st  
se e  little Z e c h a ria h  J r .  ru n n in g  a ro u n d . G o o d n e ss! W e  co u ld  ev en  
h a v e  Z e c h a ria h  th e third  b y  n o w ! It su re  w ou ld  h a v e  b een  n ice  to  
h a v e  h ad  so m e  y o u n g ’u n s. W h a t y o u  b een  knitting th e re  a n y w a y ? "

" A w , n o th in g ,"  sh e  sa id , a s  sh e  tried  to  h id e it.

Z e c h a r ia h  w as stu b b orn . " N a w , let m e  se e . It look s lik e , u h , 
w h at d o  y o u  ca ll th o se  th in g s?  B o o tie s?  Y o u  b een  m ak in g  b aby  
clo th e s  a g a in ? "

E liz a b e th  fessed  u p , " Y e a h  . . . I ’ m  su re  I c a n  find so m e b o d y  to  
g iv e  th em  to ."

"O h , E liz a b e th ! N o w o n d e r you  g e t so  d ep ressed  ab ou t b a b ie s !"

"I  k n o w ,"  sh e said . " H o n e y , this is g o n n a  sound c r a z y , but cou ld  
w e p ra y  to g e th e r  ju s t o n e  m o re  tim e  th at G od  w ou ld  g iv e  u s a b a b y ? ‒  
I k now  you  said  a  lon g tim e  a g o  y o u  w e re n ’t  g o in g  to d o  th at a n y 
m o re , but w h y  d o n ’t w e ?  T h e  w o rs t th at co u ld  h app en  is th at h e  
w ou ld  sa y  n o ."

" W o m a n , you  m u st b e g e ttin g  sen ile . W e ’ re  to o  old  fo r  th at kind  
o f  stu ff! G od g a v e  babies to  y o u n g  p eo p le  fo r  a re a so n ! C o u ld  you  
im ag in e  c a rry in g  arou n d  a little  n e w b o rn  all th e  tim e , and th en  c h a s 
in g  a fte r  a little  to d d le r?  W h y  h e ’ d w e a r  us o u t b e fo re  b re a k fa st! I 
d o n ’t k n o w , E liz a b e th !"

E liz a b e th  w as stu b b orn , to o . S h e sa id , " A h , but th ink  o f  th e  jo y  
a little  b ab y  w ou ld  b rin g  to  u s! C o m e  o n , w h at h a v e  w e g o t to  lo s e !"

" I ’ ll tell y o u  w h at w e ’v e  g o t to  l o s e - s l e e p ,  e n e rg y , p e a c e  and  
q u iet! I d o n ’ t think this old  m a n  is up to  i t ! "

"O h , H o n e y , ju s t on e little  p ra y e r , it w o n ’t h u r t ."

"W ill  y o u  let m e g o  to  b ed  if  I say  y e s ? "

" S u re  w ill!"

"O h , a lrig h t! L e t ’ s p r a y ."

S o  th e y  b ow ed  th eir tw o  old  g ra y  h ead s and Z e ch a ria h  p ra y e d  
lik e o n ly  a p re a c h e r  ca n  p ra y ,
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Oh, Lord God, you who created everything out of nothing, we pray 
that you would do the same thing again. Please enable these old worn 
out bodies to produce a baby. You did it for Abraham and Sarah, and 
we believe you can do it for us. Please, Lord, bring us a little 
Zechariah! Amen and Amen.

E liz a b e th  look ed  up w ith  a g rin  o n  h e r fa c e  and a te a r  in h e r e y e  
and sa id , "T h a n k s , H o n e y ."

Z e c h a r ia h ’ s k n ees cre a k e d  as h e  g o t u p , and he sa id , 'T m  g o in g  
to b ed  b e fo re  y o u  g e t m e  in an y  m o re  tr o u b le !"

E liz a b e th  sa id , "W e ll  w ait a  m in u te , and I ’ ll g o  w ith  y o u !"

Z e c h a ria h  w alk ed  o f f  m u tte rin g , " Y e a h , firs t i t ’s a  m in u te , th en  
it’ s f iv e , then  it’ s a  h a lf  h o u r

Z e ch a ria h  a w o k e  w ith  th e sun th e  n e x t m o rn in g  and h eaded  o f f  to  
w o rk  at th e te m p le . H e  h ad n ’ t  b een  g o n e  lo n g , th o u g h , b e fo re  he  
ca m e  h u rry in g  b a ck  to  th e  h o u se . E liz a b e th  m e t h im  at th e d o o r , saw  
h im  th e re  huffin g  and p u ffin g , th o u g h t h e  w as h av in g  a h e a rt a tta ck . 
" A r e  you  O K ? "  sh e sa id , " W h a t ’ s g o in g  o n ?"

"O h , E liz a b e th , I ’ v e  n e v e r b een  b e tte r ! S o m eth in g  g re a t h as h ap 
p en ed ! I h a v e  b een  w aitin g  fo r  th is  all m y  life ! I th ou gh t I ’ d n e v e r  
se e  th e d ay ! T h is  is so  w o n d e rfu l!"

"W h a t! W h a t! T e ll m e !"

" W e ll , you  k now  h o w  th e  p riests  c a s t  lo ts e v e ry  w e e k  to  d e cid e  
w ho g e ts  to g o  into th e  M o st H o ly  P la c e  and tak e  c a re  o f  the in cen se  
th e re  o n  th e  a lta r ? !"

" Y e s ,"  said  E liz a b e th .

"W e ll , th is w e e k , I ’v e  b een  ch o se n ! I t ’ s a g re a t h o n o r !"

"O h , H o n e y ! I ’ m  so  h ap p y  fo r  y o u ! W h a t a p r iv ile g e !"

" P a c k  m e  so m e  c lo th e s . I ’v e  g o t to  stay  at th e tem p le  d ay  and  
night fo r  a  w e e k ."

S o  E liz a b e th  p a ck e d  his b a g s , and  o f f  h e  w en t.

Z e ch a ria h  w as so  e x c ite d  to  b e  se le cte d  to  s e rv e  in the H o ly  o f  
H o lies! A s  h e  m a d e  his w a v  to  th at sa cre d  p la c e , w o rsh ip e rs  g a th 
ere d  ou tsid e  to  p ra y . Z e c h a ria h  sen sed  th e p re se n ce  o f  G od  so  
stro n g ly ! It w as tru ly  a w e so m e !

B u t th en  so m eth in g  in cred ib le  h ap p en ed . Ju s t as Z e ch a ria h  w as  
g ettin g  re a d y  to  le a v e  th e  M o st H o ly  p la ce  and g o  b a ck  to th e p e o 
p le , h e  lo o k ed  up an d —h e  co u ld n ’t  b e lie v e  his e y e s . T h e re  b e fo re  
h im  stood  an  an gel o f  th e L o rd !

H e  w as s ca re d ! H e  b e g a n  to  tre m b le . B u t th e an g el sa id , " D o n ’t 
b e a fra id , Z e c h a r ia h ; y o u r p ra y e r  h as b een  h e a rd ."

3 3 4



H e  th o u g h t to  h im se lf, " W h a t p r a y e r ? "  B u t th en  h e  found o u t 
w h at p ra y e r .

T h e  an g el sa id , " Y o u r  w ife , E liz a b e th , w ill b e a r y o u  a so n , and  
y o u  a re  to  g iv e  h im  th e  n a m e  Jo h n . H e  w ill b e a  jo y  and deligh t to  
y o u , and  m a n y  w ill re jo ic e  b e ca u s e  o f  his b irth , fo r h e  w ill b e  g re a t  
in th e  sig h t o f  th e  L o rd . . . h e  w ill b e  filled  w ith  the H o ly  S p irit e v e n  
fro m  b irth . M a n y  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  Isra e l w ill h e  b rin g  b a ck  to th e  
L o rd  th e ir  G o d . A nd h e w ill g o  o n  b e fo re  th e  L o rd  in th e  S pirit and  
p o w e r o f  E li ja h , to  tu rn  th e  h e a rts  o f  th e  fa th e rs  to  th eir ch ild ren  and  
th e  d iso b ed ien t to  th e  w isd o m  o f  th e  rig h te o u s‒ to  m ak e  re a d y  a p e o 
p le  p re p a re d  fo r  th e L o r d . "

Z e c h a r ia h  th o u g h t to  h im se lf, "T h o s e  w o rd s  sound fa m ilia r . T h is  
is s p o o k y !"  H e  ask ed  th e  a n g e l, "H o w  c a n  I b e  su re  o f  th is?  I m e a n , 
I ’ m  a n  o ld  m a n , and m y  w ife , w e ll, s h e ’ s w a y  o v e r  the h ill !"

T h e  an g el a n sw e re d , "I  am  G a b rie l. I stand in th e p re se n ce  o f  
G o d , and I h a v e  b een  sen t to  sp eak  to  y o u  and to  tell y o u  this g o o d  
n e w s. B e c a u s e  you  h a v e  n o t b eliev ed  m e , you  w ill n o t b e  able to  
sp eak  until all th is c o m e s  to  p a ss . B u t th ese  w o rd s a re  tru e . Y o u  w ill 
h a v e  a s o n ."

M e a n w h ile , all th e w o rsh ip e rs  w e re  w aitin g  o u tsid e . T h e y  w e re  
g e ttin g  w o rrie d . Z e c h a r ia h  sh ould  h a v e  b een  d o n e  a lon g  tim e  a g o .

F in a lly , Z e c h a ria h  c a m e  o u t, and b e g a n  m ak in g  sign s and m o 
tio n s ab o u t an  A n g e l and a b ab y . H e  co u ld n ’t sp eak . H e  m ad e g e s 
tu re s  to th e m —so m eth in g  ab ou t an  an gel and a b a b y , b ut th ey  d id n ’t  
u n d erstan d .

W h e n  his tim e o f  s e rv ic e  w as d o n e , h e w en t on  h o m e  to  E liz a b e th  
and told  h e r  all ab o u t h is in cred ib le  e x p e rie n c e  (w e ll, h e  d id n ’t a c tu 
ally  tell h e r , h e  w ro te  it o u t) . A n d  w as sh e e x c ite d ! S h e  g o t ou t the  
stash  o f  b ab y  c lo th e s  th at sh e  had  b een  m ak in g  fo r  y e a rs  and started  
d re a m in g  ab o u t tin y  little h u gs and k isses .

A n d  su re  e n o u g h , p re tty  so o n , ju s t like G ab riel sa id , E lizab eth  
w a s e x p e c tin g . S h e  w a s th rilled ! B u t sh e d id n ’t tell a  w h o le  lo t o f  
p e o p le  at f irs t. S h e  did tell o n e  o f  h e r  re la tiv e s , th o u g h , a  g irl n am ed  
M a ry , b e ca u s e  sh e  w as e x p e c tin g , to o . It w a s  fu n  fo r  th e m  to  b e  able  
to  talk  to g e th e r  ab out th eir fee lin g s.

D u rin g  th e  w h o le  p re g n a n c y , Z e c h a r ia h  w as kind o f  q u iet. E liz a 
beth  w as a bit w o rrie d  ab ou t th at b e ca u se  re s e a rc h  had  sh o w n  th at it 
w a s  im p o rtan t fo r  a b ab y  to  b e  ab le  to  h e a r  its fa th e r ’ s v o ic e  w h ile  
still in th e w o m b  fo r  th e  rig h t kind o f  b on d in g to  tak e  p la ce  a fte r  
b irth . S he figu red  th ey  w ou ld  h av e  to  co m p e n sa te  fo r  th at so m e h o w .

F in a lly , th e d ay  c a m e  fo r  little  J r .  to  m a k e  his g ra n d  a p p e a ra n ce . 
A n d  th a t w as ju s t  fin e  w ith  E liz a b e th , b e ca u s e  sh e d id n ’ t  th ink  th at
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h e r little  old  b od y cou ld  tak e e v e n  o n e  m o re  d ay  o f  all th at k ick in g  
and p ok in g  and tw istin g  and tu rn in g . S he w as re a d y !

" I t ’ s a  B o y ! 8  lb s, 12 o z !"

T h e y  w e re  o v e rjo y e d !

W h e n  it c a m e  tim e  to  n am e th e b o y , e v e ry b o d y  w an ted  to  n am e  
h im  Z e c h a r ia h , J r .  B u t E lizab eth  sp ok e up and sa id , " N o , w e ’ re  g o 
ing to  n am e h im  J o h n !"  T h e  p eo p le  th o u g h t, "N o w  E liz a b e th , y o u  
m u st not be thinking v e ry  c le a r ly . Y o u ’v e  b een  th ro u g h  a lo t la te ly . 
L e t ’ s se e  w h at Z e c h a ria h  th in k s."

S o  th ey  w en t to  Z e c h a ria h , h and ed  h im  a  n o te  p ad , and to  e v e ry 
o n e ’ s su rp rise , h e w ro te , "H is  n am e is Jo h n ."

A n d  at th at m o m e n t, Z e ch a ria h  fe lt a  sp ecia l to u ch  fro m  G o d . S o  
h e op en ed  his m o u th , and fo r th e  first tim e in m o re  th an  nine m o n th s, 
h e sp o k e! W o rd s  o f  p ra ise  ca m e  flo w in g  fro m  h is m ou th . A n d  he  
san g  a b eautifu l p ro p h e tic  son g o f  re jo ic in g .

T h e  p eo p le  w h o saw  all o f  this w e re  asto n ish ed . T h e y  w o n d e re d , 
" W h a t  is this ch ild  g o in g  to  b e ? !"

Z e ch a ria h  k n ew . H e rem em b ered  th o se  p ro p h e cie s  th at p e o p le  
k ep t ask in g  h im  a b o u t - th e  ones ab ou t th e  M e ssia h . H e k new  n ow  
th at th e re  re a lly  w as som eth in g  to  th o se  old  p ro p h e cie s , ev en  th ou gh  
it h ad  b een  h un d red s o f  y e a rs  sin ce  th ey  w e re  firs t sp o k en . A s  he  
sa n g  his so n g , h e  san g  th ese  w ord s to  little  Jo h n ,

"A n d  y o u , m y ch ild , w ill be called  a p ro p h e t o f  th e M o st H ig h ;

F o r  you  w ill g o  o n  b e fo re  th e L o rd  to  p re p a re  th e  w a y  fo r  h im ."

Zach And Betty

Ju s t th e o th e r d a y , I o v e rh e a rd  an  in terestin g  co n v e rsa tio n  a t the  
D a ily  B re a d , y o u  k n o w , the little b ak ery  h e re  in d o w n to w n  C h e h a lis . 
T h e r e  w as a y o u n g  m an  th ere  and his w ife . H is n a m e  w as Z a c h , h e rs  
w a s B e tty . Z a c h  is th e new  p re a c h e r  a t F irs t  C h u rc h , and B e tty  is a  
re a l faithful y o u n g  la d y . T h e y  w o rk  w ell to g e th e r in m in istry .

I t  w as late  in  th e d a y . T h e y  w e re  sittin g  a t o n e  o f  th e  tab les  
th e re , drin k in g E s p re s s o  and sh arin g  a p a s try . T h e y  w e re  both  p re tty  
tire d ; th e  kids had  w o rn  h er o u t, and he had  a tou gh  d ay  o f  m in istry . 
T h e y  w e re  en jo y in g  b ein g  alon e fo r  a little  w h ile .

Z a c h  w a sn ’ t  eatin g  m u ch , w a sn ’t say in g  m u ch  e ith e r , but th e n , h e  
lo o k ed  up and sa id , " J e r r y  stopped b y to d a y , ask ed  m e ab o u t th o se  
p ro p h e cie s  a g a in , you  k n o w , th e on es ab out th e  S eco n d  C o m in g  o f  
C h ris t. I w ish  h e  w o u ld n ’t g e t so w rap p ed  up in t h a t ."

"W h a t did  you  tell h im ?" B e tty  ask ed .
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" W e l l ,  I told  h im  n o t to  quit his jo b  and sit o n  h is  ro o fto p  and  
w a it. B u t I a lso  told  h im  th at Je su s  p ro m ised  H e  w ou ld  c o m e  ag a in , 
and th a t H e  co u ld  c o m e  a n y tim e , that w e  need  to  b e  re a d y  and w a tch 
in g ."

" B u t  do you  re a lly  b e lie v e  th a t? "

" W e ll ,  H e  sa id , 'I  g o  to  p re p a re  a p la ce  fo r  y o u . A n d  if I g o , I 
w ill c o m e  ag ain  to  re c e iv e  you  to  m y s e lf , so  th at w h e re  I am  you  m a y  
b e a l s o . ’ A n d  in h is la st re co rd e d  w o rd s  in sc rip tu re , a t th e end o f  
th e  b o o k  o f  R e v e la tio n , h e  sa id , ‘ I a m  co m in g  s o o n !’ "

" B u t  d o  y o u  b e lie v e  it? "  B e tty  w as p e rsis te n t.

" O h , H o n e y , I t r y  to , b u t it’s b e e n  a lm o st 2 0 0 0  y e a rs  s in ce  h e  
said  th at! A n d  h e ’ s still n ot h e re ! T h a t ’ s n ot e x a c tly  m y  idea o f  
so o n ! S o m e tim e s I w o n d e r if  h e ’ s e v e r  co m in g  b a c k ."

"I  d o , to o , s o m e tim e s ."  B e tty  co n fe sse d . "B u t th e n  I re m e m b e r  
th at G o d  is faithful in k eep in g  his p ro m ise s . I re m e m b e r , to o , th at  
p eo p le  w e re  say in g  th e  sa m e  th in g ab out J e s u s ’ F irs t  C o m in g . It had  
b e e n  h u n d red s o f  y e a rs , h a d n ’ t it, s in ce  th e  last o f  th e  p ro p h ets  said  
th at th e M essiah  w as g o in g  to  co m e . P e o p le  w e re  tem p ted  to g iv e  up  
h o p e  th e n , to o . B u t Je s u s  c a m e , ju s t like th ey  said  h e w o u ld , and I 
b e lie v e  H e ’ ll c o m e  a g a in , e v e n  th ou gh  it ’s b een  a lon g t im e ."

" Y o u ’ re  r ig h t,"  Z a c h  sa id . "T h is  rem in d s m e  o f  so m eth in g  m y  
fa th e r u sed  to  s a y . H e  sa id , ‘ W e  m u st p lan  fo r  th e  fu tu re , but w e  
o u g h t to  live  as if  w e  k n ew  Je s u s  w as co m in g  b a ck  to d a y .’ "

" Y o u r  fa th er is a  w ise  m a n ,"  said B e tty .

*  *  *

B e tty  is righ t. I d o n ’t c a r e  h o w  lon g  it’ s b een  s in ce  Je su s  sa id , "I  
a m  co m in g  a g a in ,"  i t ’s still tru e  th at h e  w ill c o m e . Ju s t as su re  as J e 
sus w a s  b o rn  into this w o rld , so  H e w ill c o m e  ag ain  in g lo ry .

W e ’ re  tem pted  to  g iv e  up h o p e , ju s t as Z e c h a ria h  w as tem p ted  to  
d isb e lie v e  th e p ro p h e cie s  ab o u t th e  M e ss ia h ’ s co m in g . B u t G o d ’ s 
w o rd  p ro v e d  tru e  to  Z e c h a r ia h , and H is p ro m ise s  ab o u t Je s u s ’ c o m 
ing a g a in  fo r  us will p ro v e  tru e  as w ell.

A s  w e  ce le b ra te  h is firs t  co m in g , m a y  w e  p re p a re  o u r  h e a rts  fo r  
h is co m in g  ag ain .
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It  R eally  H appened!
A lth o u g h  w e  ca n n o t f ix  th e  p re c is e  d a te  o f  th e birth  o f  Je s u s  o n  

D e ce m b e r 2 5 ,  th e  indisputable fa c t  o f  his h is to ric ity  is b e y o n d  quib
b le . T h e  la te  Je w ish  s c h o la r , Jo se p h  K la u sn e r w ro te , " I f  w e  h ad  a n 
cien t so u rce s  like th o se  in th e  G o sp els fo r  th e  h isto ry  o f  A le x a n d e r  
th e G re a t o r  Ju liu s  C a e s a r  fo r  e x a m p le , w e  sh ould  n ot c a s t an y  doubt 
u pon  th em  w h a tso e v e r. O n ly  th e  o c c a s io n a l d o g m a tic  h as e v e r  tried  
to  assig n  m e re  m y th ical statu s to  th e  fo u n d e r o f  the C h ristia n  re lig -  
ion

T h e  la te  W ill D u ra n t, n o t a b e lie v e r in Je s u s  and an a g n o stic  o n  
the w h o le  G od  q u estion , n e v e rth e le ss  w ro te ,

That a few simple men should in one generation have invented 
so powerful and appealing a personality, so lofty an ethic and so in
spiring a vision of human brotherhood, would be a miracle far more 
incredible than any recorded in the Gospels. After two centuries of 
Higher Criticism the outlines o f the life, character, and teaching of  
Christ remain reasonably clear, and constitute the most fascinating 
feature in the history of Western man.

—R u b el S h e lly , W h a t  C h ild  is T h is ?  

*  *  *

Why did Jesus Come to Earth?
S o m e  th eo lo g ian s ten d  to  a n sw e r th at q u estion  fro m  th e hum an  

p e rsp e ctiv e : H e ca m e  to  sh o w  us w h at G od  is lik e , to  sh ow  us w h at a 
h um an  b ein g should b e lik e , to  lay  d ow n  his life  as a s a c r if ic e  fo r  us. 
I ca n n o t help th in k in g, th o u g h , th at th e In ca rn a tio n  had m ean in g  in 
o th e r , c o s m ic  w ay s . . . .

T h e  a c t  o f  C re a tio n  g a v e  G o d  p le a su re . Y e t  C re a tio n  a lso  in tro 
d u ced  a g u lf  b etw e e n  G od  and h is  su b jects . M o s e s , D a v id , Je re m ia h  
and o th e r bold  w re stle rs  w ith  th e  A lm ig h ty  flun g this a ccu sa tio n  to  
th e h e a v e n s : " L o r d , y o u  d o n ’ t k n ow  w h at it’ s like d o w n  h e r e !"  Jo b  
w as m o st blunt: "D o  you  h a v e  ey e s  o f  fle sh ? D o  y o u  se e  as a m o rtal  
s e e s?"

T h e y  had  a p o in t, a  p oin t G o d  h im se lf  a ck n o w le d g e d  by v isitin g  
p lan et E a r th . C h o o sin g  w o rd s th at asto n ish , th e  au th o r o f  H e b re w s  
re fle cts  o n  J e s u s ’ life as a tim e  w h en  h e " le a rn e d  o b e d ie n c e ,"  "w a s  
m ad e p e r f e c t ,"  and b e ca m e  a "sy m p a th e tic "  h igh  p rie st. T h e r e  is 
o n ly  o n e  w a y  to  learn  sy m p a th y , as sign ified  b y  th e  G re e k  ro o ts  o f  
th e w ord  sy n  p a th o s , "to  feel o r  su ffer w i th ." O f  th e  m an y  re a so n s  
fo r  th e  In ca rn a tio n , su rely  o n e  w as to  a n sw e r J o b ’s a ccu sa tio n . D o 
you have eyes o f  fle sh !

—Philip Yancey in Christianity Today
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H E ’L L  C O M E:

LOVING HIS APPEARING
R . H. Boll

"I  h a v e  fo u g h t th e  g o o d  fig h t, I h a v e  finished  the c o u rs e , I h a v e  
k ep t th e  fa ith : h e n ce fo rth  th e re  is laid  up fo r  m e  th e  c ro w n  o f  rig h t
e o u sn e ss  w h ich  the L o rd  th e rig h te o u s ju d g e  shall g iv e  to  m e at th at 
d a y ; and  n o t to m e  o n ly  but also  to  all th em  th at h a v e  loved  h is ap 
p e a r i n g ."  S o  w ro te  P au l in his final c h a rg e  to h is son T im o th y . H e  
w a s  th en  in p riso n  in R o m e , in th e  d eath  c e ll , b ut w e  ca n  not m iss th e  
sp irit o f  p e a c e  and th e  ce rta in ly  o f  h o p e  th at p erv ad ed  th e last u tte r
a n ce s  o f  th at g re a t so u l. H e  lo o k ed  b a ck  u p on  h is c a r e e r  w ith  quiet 
sa tis fa c tio n ; h e lo o k ed  fo rw a rd  to  th e  fu tu re  w ith  jo y fu l co n fid e n ce  
and a n tic ip a tio n . H e  k new  quite w ell th at th e L o r d , th e  righ teo u s  
Ju d g e , w ou ld  a w a rd  h im  th e c ro w n  o f  rig h te o u sn e ss  in th at d a y . 
N o w  if  h e  h ad  en ded  his se n te n ce  a t th a t p o in t, it w ou ld  all h a v e  b een  
rig h t and g o o d ‒ b ut it w ou ld  not h a v e  held  o u t an y  g re a t h o p e  and  
p ro s p e c t fo r  the re s t o f  u s . F o r  th e re  a re  not m a n y  w h o se  life and  
w o rk  co u ld  b e  co m p a re d  w ith  P a u l’ s . I f  th e  L o rd  w ou ld  g iv e  him  a 
c ro w n  o f  rig h te o u sn e ss  that w ou ld  b e fa ir  and fittin g ; b u t h ard ly  
co u ld  h e  g ra n t su ch  h o n o r to an y  o f  th e  re s t o f  u s. B u t th e  ap o stle  
s a y s , " Y e s ‒ it is riot to m e o n ly  but a lso  to a ll them  that have loved  
his appearing."  N o w  w e  ca n  tak e n ew  h o p e  and c o u ra g e . T h e  
p ro m ise  is fo r  o rd in a ry  p e o p le , th en , su ch  as w e  a re , so re  tro u b led  
w ith  tria ls  and te m p ta tio n s and th e  b u rd en s o f  life , indeed  fo r  all w ho  
lo v e  H is a p p e a rin g .

W ho Is Included?

N o w  w e  w ill w an t to  ask  w h o th ey  a re  th at lo v e  H is a p p earin g . 
T h e  a n sw e r is s im p le  and o b v io u s : it is those who w ould b e  g lad  to 
see Him com e, to  w h o m  the co m in g  o f  C h ris t is a  h o p e , an  ev en t w el
c o m e  and m u ch  to  b e d e sire d . T h o s e  w ho lo v e  H is a p p earin g  ca n  
fro m  th e  h e a rt jo in  in th e p ra y e r  o f  Jo h n  in P a tm o s , and s a y , "A m e n : 
e v e n  so c o m e , L o rd  J e s u s ."

N o t o f  all p ro fe ssin g  C h ris tia n s  co u ld  this b e  sa id . T h e re  a re  
th o se  "w h o  m ind e a rth ly  th in g s ,"  an d  h a v e  se t th e ir  a ffe ctio n  o n  
th in g s b e lo w . T h e re  a re  th o se  w h o h a v e  th eir h e a rts  se t o n  p lan s and  
p u rp o se s  w h ich  w ou ld  b e sad ly  v o id e d  if  Je su s  c a m e  n o w . T h e re  a re  
th o se  also  to w h o m  th e co m in g  o f  th e L o rd  w ou ld  b e  a d read  and a  
ca la m ity  ra th e r  than a h o p e . H a rd ly  co u ld  an y  su ch  as th ese  b e  said  
to  lo v e  H is a p p e a rin g . B u t th e re  a re  th o se  w h o e x p e c ta n tly  w a it fo r  
H im , and to  w h o m  H is re tu rn  is a  m a tte r o f  d eep  in terest and jo y fu l  
a n ticip a tio n .
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I f  w e  in q uire  m o re  n a rro w ly  into th e  q u estion , "W h o  a re  th ey  
that lo v e  H is a p p e a rin g ,"  w e  w ou ld  h a v e  to  co n clu d e  first o f  all th a t it 
w ould  b e  th o se  w h o love  th e  L o rd  Je s u s . N o w  this is th e  real e sse n ce  
o f  th e C h ristia n  faith . P e te r  su m s it up in th ese  w o rd s , "W h o m  not 
h av in g  se e n , y e  lo v e ; o n  w h o m , th ou gh  n ow  y e  se e  h im  n o t, y e t b e 
lievin g  y e  re jo ic e  g re a tly , w ith  jo y  u nsp eak ab le  and full o f  g lo ry "  (1 
P e te r  1 :8 ) .  " I f  an y m a n  lo v eth  not th e L o r d , let h im  be an ath em a. 
M a ra n a th a ,"  sa y s  P a u l; and "G ra c e  b e  w ith  all th em  th at lo v e  o u r  
L o rd  Je su s  C h ris t w ith a lo v e  in co rru p tib le "  (1 C o r . 1 6 :2 2 ;  E p h . 
6 :2 4 ) .  T h e  o n e  th in g h e  w an ts to  k n ow  o f  u s , first and a b o v e  all 
th in gs, is w h at H e  o n c e  ask ed  o f  h u m b led , peniten t P e te r : "S im o n , 
son  o f  Jo h n , lo v e st th ou  m e ? "  T h o se  w h o  lo v e  you  a re  g la d  to  see  
you  c o m e  b a c k , a fte r  so m e  lo n g  a b se n c e . B u t it is n ot o n ly  th at. W e  
co u ld  co n ce iv a b ly  g e t to  se e  H im  and b e w ith  H im  b y g o in g  to  H im . 
B u t the th in g  th e N ew  T e sta m e n t h old s o u t as the goal o f  h o p e  is H is  
re tu rn  fro m  h e a v e n . It is n ot o n ly  th at w e  w an t to se e  H im , but w e  
w an t to  se e  H is triu m p h  and g lo ry . F o r

"O u r L o rd  is n ow  re je c te d  and b y th e  w orld  d iso w n ed ,
B y  th e m an y  still n e g le cte d , and b y th e few  en th ro n ed ;
B u t so o n  H e ’ll c o m e  in g lo ry , th e  h o u r is d raw in g  n igh ,
F o r  th e  c ro w n in g  d ay  is co m in g  b y e  and b y e ."

A nd m an y  g re a t  th in gs a re  bound up w ith  th a t -a m o n g  th e m  o u r  
h o p e ; fo r  "w h e n  C h ris t w h o is o u r life shall b e  m a n ife ste d , th en  shall 
w e  also  b e m an ifested  w ith  H im  in g lo ry "  (C o l. 3 :4 ) .  T h e n  w ill be 
"th e  re v e a lin g  o f  th e  son s o f  G o d "‒ the ev e n t fo r w h ich  all cre a tio n  
w aits in e a g e r  e x p e c ta n c y ; th e h o u r o f  th e  red em p tion  o f  o u r b ody  
(R o m . 8 :1 8 - 2 3 ) .  " F o r  th e  tru m p e t shall sound and the dead  shall be  
ra ised  in co rru p tib le , and w e shall b e  c h a n g e d ."  T h a t, and m o re  shall 
tran sp ire  in th e  d ay  w h en  C h ris t shall a p p ear a secon d  tim e to  them  
th at w ait fo r  H im , unto sa lv a tio n " (H e b . 9 :2 8 ) .

Hope and G race

B u t tru e  and g lo rio u s as a re  th e se  p ro m ise s , th ey  w ou ld  still leav e  
o u r h e a rts  w ith  m isgiv in g s and fe a rs , if  it w e re  not fo r a n o th e r fa c to r  
th at en ters  in to  th e m a tte r. T h e  co m in g  o f  th e  L o rd  can  h old  no h ope  
to an y e x c e p t th o se  w h o stand in th e g ra c e  o f  G o d . A ll C h ristian s a re  
co n scio u s  o f  d e fic ie n cy  and p erso n al u n w o rth in ess. I say  n ot this to  
e x cu se  o r  co n d o n e  sin . B u t a s  w e  a d v a n ce  in the C h ristia n  life and  
o u r co n s c ie n c e  b e co m e s  m o re  ten d er and sen sitiv e , w e  a re  less and  
less d isp osed  to  b an k  o n  o u r ow n  re c o rd  o f  faith fu ln ess, and m o re  in
clined  to  s a y , " L o r d , be th ou  m e rcifu l to  m e a s in n e r."  H o w e v e r  w e  
h a v e  g ro w n  w e  feel th at w e  fall im m e a su ra b ly  sh ort o f  th e  likeness  
and sta tu re  o f  th e  g lo rio u s L o rd  w h o m  w e  a d o re . I f  tak en  sim p ly  at 
m y  p erso n al w o rth  and v a lu e , h o w  co u ld  I b e  jo y fu l in th e  e x p e c ta -

3 4 0



tio n  o f  m y  L o r d ’s re tu rn ?  W o u ld  I  m e a su re  up u n d er H is a ll-se e in g  
e y e ?  W o u ld  I n o t ra th e r b e  in clin ed  to  "p u t fa r  o f f  th e evil d a y ? "  I 
f e a r  th a t is w h at m an y  d o , and th a t is th e  exp la n a tio n  o f  th eir re p u g 
n a n ce  to  th e  d o c trin e  o f  C h r is t ’ s re tu rn . It is ev id en t th at u n less this 
p o in t w e re  settled  th a t th e c o m in g  o f  C h ris t ca n  b e no c o m fo rt  o r  
h o p e  to  u s. B u t th e  L o rd  h as p ro v id e d  an a n sw e r o f  p e a ce  to  this  
q u estio n .

" W h e r e fo re , g ird in g  up th e  lo in s o f  y o u r m in d ,"  w rites P e te r , "b e  
s o b e r , and se t y o u r h o p e  p e rfe c tly  o n  th e  g ra c e  th a t is to  b e  b ro u g h t  
to  y o u  a t the re v e la tio n  o f  Je s u s  C h ris t"  (1 P e te r  1 :1 3 ) .  H e  w ill c o m e  
w ith  grace  to  H is o w n . N o w  g r a c e  is a lw a y s G o d ’s fre e  fa v o r  to  the  
u n w o rth y  and u n d e se rv in g . G r a c e  m eets  us w h e re  w e a re , and m ak es  
g o o d  all o u r la c k . It w a s , and  is , b y  g ra c e  th at w e  a re  sa v e d ; and  
th e re  w ill b e  no b o a stin g  on  th e p a r t  o f  an y o f  G o d ’ s re d eem ed  o n e s. 
It is o n  this g r a c e  th at is to  b e  b ro u g h t to  us at th e re v e la tio n  o f  o u r  
L o rd  Je su s  C h ris t, th at w e  a re  b id d en  to set o u r h o p e  p e rfe c tly . I f  H e  
h ad  said  th at w e  m a y  h a v e  this h o p e  o n  co n d itio n  th at w e firs t p u ri
fied  o u rs e lv e s , it w ou ld  n o t h a v e  h elp ed  u s ; w e  co u ld  n ev er c o m e  up  
to  th a t. B u t th e h o p e  is o u rs  f irs t , and fre e ly  g iv e n ; and e v e ry o n e  
w h o h as su ch  a h o p e  w ill o n  th e  stren g th  o f  it p u rify  h im se lf e v e n  as 
H e  is p u re . T h e  h o p e  o f  C h r is t ’ s co m in g  th e re fo re  is a p u rify in g  
h o p e . A nd th ey  w h o h a v e  it w ill a lso  lo v e  H is a p p e a rin g ; and to  all 
su ch  w ill th e L o r d , th e rig h te o u s Ju d g e  g iv e  th e  cro w n  o f  rig h te o u s
n ess in th at d a y .

*  *  *

"O ccupy [W ork] t ill I C om e" (Luke 19:13)

T h e  s in c e re s t sain ts can  b e c o m e  so  cap tiv ated  w ith  th e 6 6 6  th at 
th e y  fo rg e t  th at an  u n sav ed  w o rld  is s ic k , s ick , s ick . S o m e  a re  so  in
v o lv e d  in v estigatin g  th e te n  to e s  o f  D a n ie l’ s im a g e  th at th ey  n e v e r u se  
th e ir  o w n  tw o fe e t to  " g o  and b rin g  fo rth  f r u it ."  T h e y  w a tch , but 
th ey  need  to  o c c u p y .

O n the o th e r h an d , so m e  b e c o m e  so  o ccu p ie d  w ith  o ccu p y in g  th at 
th e y  h ard ly  h a v e  a th o u g h t ab o u t th e  "b lessed  h o p e ." T h e y  g e t fru s 
tra te d  w o n d e rin g , " W h a t is th is w o rld  co m in g  to ? "  b e ca u s e  th ey  f o r 
g e t W h o  is co m in g  to  th is w o rld ! T h e y  w an t to  keep  th eir e a rs  to  the  
g ro u n d , and th at is a ll r ig h t, but th e y  fail to  keep  th eir eyes o n  Je s u s , 
and th at is all w ro n g . T h e y  o c c u p y  all r ig h t, but th ey  need to  w a tch .

‒ R a y m o n d  C o x  in E t e r n i t y
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TH E SECOND COMING
M ic h a e l  G r e e n

So fa r  fro m  b ein g  irre le v a n t and in cred ib le , th e d o c tr in e  o f  th e  
S eco n d  C o m in g  c a n , I b e lie v e , be sh ow n  to b e both re a so n a b le  and  
able to  a n sw e r th e deep  lon gin gs w h ich  m o st p eo p le  h a v e  in th eir  
h e a rts . H e re  a re  fo u r av en u es a lon g  w h ich  th e  R e tu rn  o f  C h ris t ca n  
re a ch  and fire  p eo p le  to d a y . It a n sw e rs  th e tw en tieth  ce n tu ry  q uest 
fo r p u rp o se , p erso n al id en tity , re a lism  and re le v a n ce .

Purpose

P e o p le  a re  n o to rio u sly  p u rp o se le ss , re s tle ss  and d issatisfied  th ese  
d a y s. N o m an  is h ap p y  u nless he h as a  w o rth w h ile  p u rp o se  in life . 
Is th e re  no p u rp o se  in h is to ry  as w e ll?  T h e  d o ctrin e  o f  th e  S e co n d  
C o m in g  asse rts  th at the w o rld  is not m e a n in g le ss ; th at G o d ’ s p u rp o se  
fo r  th e w o rld  w ill p re v a il in th e en d . T h is  w o rld  is m o v in g  o n , not to  
ch a o s b u t to  C h ris t, to  th e  final a p p e a ra n ce  o f  th e o n e  w h o se  F irs t  
C o m in g  to  th e  w orld  fo r e v e r  settled  its d estin y .

H isto ry  is n ot a c ir c u la r  ro a d : it lead s to the G od  w h o h as al
read y  b een  alo n g  th e  ro a d , and w h o is ev en  n ow  in co n tro l o f  the  
tra ff ic . H o w  ca n  w e  b e  su re  o f  this h ap p y  en d in g? B e c a u s e  o f  the  
v ic to ry  w on  o v e r  all th e fo rc e s  o f  evil th ro u g h  the d eath  and re s u rr e c 
tion o f  Je s u s . T h a t w as the d e cis iv e  a c t w h ich  assu res us o f  th e  final 
o u tco m e . T h e  d o ctrin e  o f  the S eco n d  C o m in g  asserts  th at th e  really  
cru cia l a c ts  in  th e w o rld ’ s h isto ry  h a v e  tak en  p la ce , and th e fu tu re  
will re v e a l this fa c t.

Personal Identity

W e  liv e  in an a g e  o f  m e ch a n iz a tio n , o f  m ass m o v e m e n ts , o f  
b rain w ash in g , o f  p o w e r b lo cs  and o f  in cre a sin g  a u to m a tio n . W e  a re  
fascin ated  w ith  th e q uest fo r p erso n al id en tity . W h a t is m a n  w o rth ?  
W h a t d o es h e  m a tte r?  W h a t is h is d estin y ?

T h e  S eco n d  C o m in g  g iv es th e a n sw e r. It asserts  th at th e  u ltim ate  
in th e  w o rld  is lo v e , th a t final truth  is p e rso n a l. T h is lo v e  and truth  
has b u rst forth  in  th e p e rso n  o f  Je su s  C h ris t, th e p ro p e r M a n , the  
Id eal. H e  sh ow s w h at it is to  b e re a lly  h u m an : H e exh ib its  tru e  h u 
m an  n atu re  and d estin y . B y  th at M an  w e  a re  both ju d g ed  and sav ed . 
A nd o n e  d a y  he w ill re tu rn . W e  shall m e e t h im , and o u r fu tu re  w ill 
depend o n  o u r relation sh ip  to  h im . T h is  em phasis on  p erso n a l lo v e , 
p erso n al v a lu e , the n eed  fo r  p erso n al en co u n te r is a re a d y  point o f
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c o n ta c t  w ith  m o d e rn  d e p e rso n a liz e d  m a n . A n d  it is o n e  o f  th e  m ain  
th e m e s o f  th e  S e co n d  C o m in g .

R eal

P e o p le  a re  im p atien t, in th is sc ie n tific  a g e , o f  th eo ries  unsup
p o rte d  b y  e v id e n ce . Is th e re , th ey  m ay  w ell a sk , an y ju stifica tio n  fo r  
th e  C h ris tia n  h o p e  ab ou t th e  fu tu re?

T h e re  a re  tw o  so lid  g ro u n d s fo r  a ssu ra n ce  th at this d o ctrin e  is re 
a lism , n ot e s ca p ism : the R e s u rre c tio n  and th e  H o ly  S p irit. W e  find  
P au l arg u in g  in A c ts  1 7 :3 1  f ro m  th e  ce rta in ty  o f  th e  R e su rre c tio n  in  
th e  p a st to  th e c e rta in ty  o f  th e S e co n d  C o m in g  in th e fu tu re . T h e  on e  
is th e  g u a ra n te e  and th e  fo re ta s te  o f  th e o th e r . T h e  H o ly  S p irit , to o , 
is th e  a ssu ra n ce  th at th e  C h ris tia n  s to ry  is tru e . H is w o rk  in ch an g in g  
lives  all th e  w o rld  o v e r  is a  co n sta n t p o in te r to  w h at G od w ill c o m 
p lete  o n e  d a y . H e  is th e fo re ta s te  h e re  and n o w  o f  G o d ’ s fu tu re  fo r  
h is w o rld . T h e  R e s u rre c tio n  and th e H o ly  S p irit w ill f a c e  th e  m o st  
se a rch in g  q u est fo r  in tellectu al and p ra c tica l re a lism : th ey  co n stitu te  
th e  g ro u n d s fo r  o u r  h o p e  in th e R e tu rn .

Relevant

U n le ss  a th e o ry  m ak es a p ra c tica l d iffe re n ce  to  p e o p le ’ s liv e s , 
th e y  h a v e  no tim e  fo r  it th ese  d a y s . A n d  rig h tly  s o . D o es th e  A d v en t  
h o p e  p ass th is te s t?  I th ink  s o . In  the firs t p la c e  it m ak es fo r  h o li
n e ss : The com ing o f  the L ord  is at hand. D o not grum ble, w rites  
Ja m e s . S e co n d ly  it e n co u ra g e s  e v a n g e lism . P e te r  su ggests  th at e v a n 
g e lism  in th e  h o p e  o f  th e C o m in g  a ctu a lly  h asten s th at D a y  ( 2  P e te r  
3 : 1 2 ) ,  ju s t as b e fo re  h im  Je su s  also  h ad  re la ted  ev an g elism  to th e  E n d  
(M a rk  1 3 :1 0 ) .  T h ird ly , it e n co u ra g e s  discernm ent, n o t ju s t fo r  th e  
g e n e ra tio n  a liv e  a t th e  C o m in g , but fo r  all C h ris tia n s . A s  w e  le a rn  to  
d isce rn  o u r M a s te r  in  th e d aily  o p p o rtu n itie s , ch a lle n g e s , n e e d s, so  
w e shall h a v e  o u r c h a ra c te rs  equipped to  f a c e  up to his se a rch in g  
scru tin y  a t th e  la s t. A s  w e a re  n o w , so  th en . T h a t is w h at m ak es the  
d o c tr in e  o f  th e S e co n d  C o m in g  so  sh a tte rin g ly  re le v a n t to  e v e ry  on e  
o f  u s e a ch  d a y . W h e th e r  w e  w e lc o m e  h im  o r  sh rin k  fro m  h im  th en , 
d ep en d s o n  th e sm all ch o ic e s  in w h ich  w e  o b e y  o r  w ith stan d  him  
n o w .
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CHRIST’S PREDICTIONS 
AND THE CHURCH

W illiam J .  Rowlands

T w o  d ays b e fo re  o u r  L o rd  w a s c ru c if ie d , H e  left th e  tem p le  after  
p ro n o u n cin g  w o e s  o n  th e ru le rs  o f  Isra e l and h a v in g  u ttered  those  
m e m o ra b le  w o rd s:

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killeth the prophets and stoneth 
them that are sent unto her! How often I would have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you deso
late. For I say unto you, Y e shall not see Me henceforth, till ye 
shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord" (Mt. 
2 3 :3 7 -9 ) .

W ith  th ese  w o rd s H e  led  H is d iscip les  out to  th e M o u n t o f  O lives, 
afte r h av in g  fu rth er em p h asized  th e co m in g  d e m o litio n  o f  the tem ple. 
H e h ad  sp oken  o f  tw o  th in gs in p a rticu la r , v iz . ,  th e  d eso la tio n  o f  J e 
ru sa le m  and o f  H is o w n  co m in g . T h e y  th e re fo re  ask ed  H im  p rivately  
ab out th ese  tw o  th in gs. "T e ll  u s , w h en  shall th ese  th ings b e? and 
w h at shall b e the sign  o f  T h y  co m in g  and o f  the end o f  th e a g e ? "  (M t. 
2 4 :3 ) .  T h e  L o r d ’ s re p ly , th e re fo re , e m b ra ce s  th e se  tw o  e v en ts , g iv 
ing th e sign  b y  w h ich  H is d iscip les should  know  w h en  the co m in g  
desolation  o f  Jeru salem  w as at h an d  (re co rd e d  sp e cia lly  in L u k e  
2 1 :2 0 )  and also  th e  sign s b y  w h ich  th ey  should  k now  w h en  His com 
ing w as n igh , ev en  a t th e  d o o rs (M t. 2 4 : 1 5 ,  2 9 - 3 3 ) .

B y  m an y  o f  th e  L o r d ’ s p e o p le , d u rin g  th e la s t ce n tu ry  and up to  
n o w , it has been  m ain tain ed  th at this p ro p h e cy  (M t. 2 4 - 2 5 ;  M ark  13 ; 
L u k e  2 1 )  is en tire ly  Je w is h , th at it w as g iv e n  to  Je w ish  ap ostles as 
re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  n ation , th at it d eals  w ith Je w ish  d eso latio n s and 
tro u b le s , and fin ally  w ith  th e co m in g  o f  th eir M e ss ia h , a cco rd in g  to 
O ld T e sta m e n t p ro p h e cie s , to  g a th e r th e  sp ared  o n e s  o f  th e  nation . 
T h o se  h olding this v ie w  affirm  th at although all S crip tu re  is fo r  ou r  
in stru ctio n , this p ro p h e cy  d o es n ot d ire c tly  co n ce rn  th e  C h u rch .

T h is statem en t h as a lw ay s b een  q uestion ed  b y  th o se  w h o hold the 
e a rlie r  v ie w , fo r w e [ " W e "  in clu d es b reth ren  su ch  as G e o rg e  M u ller  
o f  B ris to l; D an C ra w fo rd , m issio n a ry  to  A f r ic a ; S .P .  T re g e lle s  and 
B . W . N ew to n , B ib le  te a ch e rs  and w rite rs ; in ad d ition  to the p resen t 
w rite r . A uthor’s note.] b e lie v e  th at th is p ro p h e cy , g iv e n  by o u r L o rd  
tw o  d ay s b efo re  H e  w as b e tra y e d , d o e s  d ire ctly  c o n c e rn  th e  C h u rch , 
both  as to h e r p re se n t path  o f  s e rv ic e  and w itn ess and also  h e r b lessed  
h o p e . It is c le a r  th at Je ru sa le m  is th e  ce n te r  o f  this p ro p h e cy , but its 
c irc u m fe re n c e  is w o rld -w id e , sp eak in g  as it d oes o f  in ternation al up
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h e a v a ls , w itn ess o f  th e  g o sp el am o n g  all n a tio n s, and  cu lm in atin g  in a  
co m in g  th at is u n iv e rsa l as th e flo o d , w h en  an g els  shall g a th e r to 
g e th e r G o d ’ s e le c t fro m  th e  u tte rm o st p a rt o f  e a rth  to  th e  u tterm o st 
p a rt o f  h e a v e n  (M a rk  1 3 :2 7 ) .

F o r Israel o r the C h u rch ?

T h e  L o rd  h e re  in stru cted  th e ap o stles  n o t m e re ly  as ind ivid u als, 
b u t as m e m b e rs  o f  a b o d y  o f  p e o p le  w h ich  w ou ld  e x p e rie n c e  th e  v e ry  
c irc u m s ta n c e s  H e  d e scrib e d , and  w h ich  sh ould  p ro fit b y  th e  v e ry  
w arn in g s th at H e  u tte re d . N o w  th e q u estio n  c o m e s : W h a t b od y  is it?  
Is it H is b o d y  th e C h u rc h , o r  Isra e l th e  n atio n ? T h e  firs t m u st b e the  
c o r r e c t  re p ly , b e ca u s e  th e  n ation  had ju s t  b een  "le ft  d e so la te "  and  
w ou ld  re m a in  so until th e h o u r o f  th e ir  n ation al co n v e rs io n , w h ich  
w ill ta k e  p la c e  at th e  g lo rio u s  co m in g  o f  C h ris t (Z e c h . 1 2 :1 0 ;  1 3 :1 ,  
8 - 9 ;  R o m . 1 1 :2 5 - 2 7 ) .  D u rin g  this a g e  Isra e l as a  n atio n  a re  u n b e
lie v e rs  and C h r is t-r e je c te r s , and th e re fo re  co u ld  not sh a re  th e  h o p e  o f  
th e  ap o stle s . T h e  O liv et se rm o n  (M t. 2 5 - 2 5 ) ,  a c c o rd in g  to  its o w n  
d istin ct s ta te m e n t, w as a d d ressed  to th e "d isc ip le s"  o f  th e  L o rd . B e 
ing d isc ip le s , th e y  w e re  n o t re p re se n tin g  th o se  w h o a re  th e  op p osite  
o f  b ein g H is d isc ip le s—Israel in  its u n b elief. T h e y  w e re  n o t th e re p 
re se n ta tiv e s  o f  Is ra e l, but w e re  th e m se lv e s  d estin ed  to  su ffer at the  
h an d s o f  th e  ru le rs  and re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  Is ra e l, a s  d e scrib e d  in the  
b o o k  o f  A c ts .

In  M t. 2 3  the L o rd  sp o k e  o f  the sc rib e s  and P h a rise e s  as "th o se  
w h o  sit o n  M o s e s ’ s e a t ,"  and to  th em  as "blin d  g u id e s ,"  p ro n o u n cin g  
w o e s  a g ain st th em  fo r  lead in g  u n b elievin g  Isra e l to  h e r ru in . T h e  
w o e s  o f  M t. 2 3  w e re  d ire cte d  to  th e ru le rs  and re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  Is 
ra e l , b ut th e  in stru ctio n s o f  M t. 2 4  and 2 5  w e re  d ire cte d  to  th e a p o s
tle s  as p a rt o f  th e  b od y  o f  re d e e m e d  o n e s . N oth in g  co u ld  b e m o re  
e m p h atic  th an  th e  co n tra s t b etw e e n  th e  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  Isra e l w ho  
h ad  ju st b een  re b u k e d , " Y e  o ffsp rin g  o f  v ip e rs , h o w  shall y e  e sca p e  
th e  ju d g m e n t o f  h e l l ,"  and the b elo v ed  ap o stles w h o h ad  fo llow ed  
H im  w ith out th e c a m p , b e a rin g  H is re p ro a c h . A n d  w h en  in C h r is t ’s 
p a rtin g  w o rd s to  Isra e l H e  sa id , "B e h o ld , y o u r  h o u se  is left unto you 
d eso la te , "  H e  d efin itely  did le a v e  th e m —left th em  until th e  end o f  the  
a g e , until H is g lo rio u s  a p p e a rin g . T h e se  p ro p h e tic  in stru ctio n s in M t. 
2 4  and 2 5  a re  th e re fo re  not fo r  th o se  w h o m  H e  h ad  left d e so la te , but 
fo r  th o se  to  w h o m  H e  said  tw o  d ays la te r  " I  w ill not leave you com 
fo r tless " (Jo h n  1 4 :1 8 ) .

M t. 2 4  and Jo h n  14 Both for the C hurch

T h e  p ro m ise  o f  Jo h n  1 4 :3  w as g iv e n  to  th e  sa m e  ap o stles w ithin  
tw o  d ay s o f  M t. 2 4 .  B o th  co n ce rn e d  C h r is t ’ s p ro m ise  to  c o m e  and  
re c e iv e  an  e le c t p e o p le . T h e  w o rd  paralam ban o  u sed  in Jo h n  1 4 :3 ,  
"I w ill c o m e  ag ain  and r e c e iv e  you  unto  M y s e lf ,"  is u sed  in M t.
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24:41 and tran slated  " ta k e n ,” in the w ord s "O n e shall be taken, the  
o th e r shall b e le f t ."  (N o te  th at in th e  tw o  illustrations used  in this co n 
n e ctio n  by o u r L o r d , v i s . ,  th o se  o f  N oah  and L o t ,  th o se  taken 
(paralam bano )  w e re  th e  sav ed  o n e s , and th o se  left w e re  fo r ju d g 
m en t. N oah  w as "re c e iv e d "  into th e  ark  and L o t  w as " ta k e n " fro m  
th e o v e rth ro w . T h o s e  " le ft"  w e re  th e d oom ed  o n e s . W h e n  it says  
" th e  flood  ca m e  and took th em  a w a y ,"  an  e n tire ly  d ifferen t G reek  
w o rd  is u s e d .)

D id  o u r L o rd  g iv e  th e  ap o stle s , up to tw o  d ay s b e fo re  H is b e
tra y a l , full te a ch in g  ab o u t H is co m in g  in g lo ry  w ith w h ich  th e y  w e re  
acq u ain ted  fro m  th e  O ld  T e sta m e n t S crip tu re s , and o f  w h ich  H e  had  
sp ok en  to  th em  o n  p re v io u s  o c c a s io n s ; a t the sign s o f  w h ich  th ey  
w e re  to "lo o k  u p ," - a n d  th en  w ith o u t an y  exp la n a tio n  g iv e  th em  on ly  
two nights afterw ards , in o n e  b r ie f  se n te n ce , a  d ifferen t hope'? N o! 
E s p e c ia lly  w hen this on e b r ie f  se n te n ce , "I w ill c o m e  ag ain  and re 
ce iv e  you  u nto m y s e lf ,"  co n tain s n o  h in t o f  s e c r e c y ; no hint o f  being  
a  n ew  re v e la tio n ; n o  h int o f  b ein g  an yth in g e lse  th an  a sim ple re f e r 
e n ce  to  th e  co m in g  o f  w h ich  H e  h ad  a lread y  so fully  in stru cted  th em ! 
I f  th e y  re ce iv e d  Jo h n  14 as ap o stles  o f  the C h u rch , w h y  not M t. 24? 
B o th  d isco u rse s  a re  p ro p h e tic , and d eal w ith co n d itio n s p erta in in g  to  
this p resen t a g e . A n y  attem p t to  ru le  the C h u rch  o u t o f  the O livet 
d isco u rse  (o n  th e  gro u n d  th at th is te a ch in g  w as g iv e n  b e fo re  th e  day  
o f  P e n te co s t w h en  th e C h u rch  b e g a n ) w ould eq ually  ap ply  to Jo h n  14 
and to  th e w o rd s  o f  A c ts  1:11, "T h is  sa m e  Je su s  . . . shall so  c o m e  in 
like m an n er as y e  h a v e  se e n  H im  g o ."

Conclusion

W e  s e e , th e re fo re , th a t it is the C h u rch , th e L o r d ’s d iscip les  
th ro u g h o u t this a g e , w ho a re  ad d ressed  in this p ro p h e cy  o f  M t. 24. 
A n d  th ey  a re  in stru cte d , first as to  th ose  things w h ich  m ark  th e gen
era l current o f  th e  a g e , and se co n d ly  as to  the sp ecific signs fo r w h ich  
th ey  ask ed . Arm ies surrounding Jeru salem  w ould b e th e  sign  o f  the  
c i ty ’s d e v a sta tio n  (L u k e  21:20). T h is  o ccu rre d  in A .D . 70. T h e  
abom ination o f  desolation  set up in Jerusalem  w ou ld  b e the sig n  o f  
th e g re a t trib u lation . T h a t trib u latio n  p eriod  w ou ld  b e  fo llo w ed  by  
the sh akin g o f  th e h e a v e n ly  b od ies and th en  the co m in g  o f  the L o rd  to  
g a th e r H is p eo p le  to  H im se lf  (M t. 24:15-31). S uch  is th e su m m ary  
o f  C h r is t ’ s p re d ic tio n s  co n ce rn in g  H is C h u rch .

(To be continued)
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BAPTISM AND THE 
RESTORATION MOVEMENT 

PIONEERS
Alex V . W ilson

Step b a ck  w ith m e into th e  p a st, o v e r  a ce n tu ry  a g o , and let us 
se e  if  h is to ry  h as an y lesso n s to te a ch  u s . T h e  tim e  is 1 8 0 9 , the p la ce  
is P e n n sy lv a n ia . A  g ro u p  o f  e a rn e st se e k e rs  afte r truth  is w restlin g  
w ith q u estion s lik e , " H o w  ca n  w e live  fo r  G od  and s e rv e  C h rist a c 
ce p ta b ly ?  H o w  ca n  w e e n jo y  fello w sh ip  w ith  o th er ch ild re n  o f  G od  
e v e n  if  th ey  d isa g re e  w ith  u s?  H o w  c a n  w e  b re a k  d o w n  th e  w ide
sp read  w alls  o f  in to le ra n ce  th at se p a ra te  G o d ’ s fam ily  into su sp icio u s, 
w a rrin g  fa c tio n s?  W h a t sh ould  b e  d o n e  ab o u t p ra c tice s  in th e  P ro te s 
tan t c h u rch e s  w h ich  se e m  o n ly  trad itio n al ra th e r than B ib lic a l? "

A m id d le -a g e d  m an  is sp eak in g , q u ietly  but w ith in ten sity . H e is 
T h o m a s  C a m p b e ll, a  P re sb y te ria n  p re a c h e r  w h o re ce n tly  w as ousted  
fro m  o n e  sp lin te r-g ro u p  o f  th e P re sb y te ria n s  b e ca u se  h e  d id n ’t a g re e  
1 0 0 %  w ith th eir d o c tr in e s . H e  had e v e n  d ared  to ex te n d  fellow sh ip  
to  m e m b e rs  o f  rival sp lin te r-g ro u p s!

C a m p b e ll is n e a rin g  th e  end o f  h is m e s s a g e , and h is c lo sin g  
w o rd s  sou n d  fo rth : " W h e r e  the B ib le  sp e a k s , w e sp e a k ; w h e re  the  
B ib le  is silen t, w e are  s ile n t ."

A solemn hush fell across the assembly that showed the inten
sity of the emotions o f the hour. Campbell sat down. Andrew 
Munro, a rather sentimental person, was the first to break the si
lence. "M r. Campbell," he said, "if we adopt that as a basis, then 
there is an end of infant baptism." Campbell replied: "O f course, 
if infant baptism be not found in the scriptures, we can have nothing 
to do with it." Thomas Acheson then arose and cried: "I hope I 
may never see the day when my heart will renounce that blessed 
saying of the Scripture, ‘Suffer little children to come unto me and 
forbid them not, for o f such is the kingdom of heaven.’ " Saying 
that, he burst into tears. James Foster arose and cried out: "Mr. 
Acheson, in the portion of Scripture you have quoted there is no 
reference whatever to infant baptism."

—E a rl W e s t , Search for the Ancient Order, V o l. I, P. 48

N o t lon g a fte rw a rd s , th e sa m e  Ja m e s  F o s te r  ask ed  T h o m as  
C a m p b e ll, "H o w  co u ld  y o u , in the a b se n c e  o f  an y  a u th o rity  in the  
w o rd  o f  G o d , b ap tize  a c h ild ? "  C a m p b e ll’ s fa c e  ch a n g e d  c o lo r . H e  
b e ca m e  irrita ted  and o ffe n d e d , and te rs e ly  re p lie d , " S ir , you  a re  the  
m o st in tra cta b le  p e rso n  I e v e r  s a w ."  F o r  C am p b ell b eliev ed  the B ib le
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m u st su rely  g iv e  su p p ort to  in fan t b ap tism . A fte r  a ll, fo r  ce n tu ries  
B ib le-b eliev in g  C h ristian s had  p ra c tice d  it.

H o w e v e r , as T h o m a s C am p b ell and his son  A le x a n d e r studied  
this p ra c tic e  fu rth e r , th ey  cou ld  find no B ib lica l basis fo r it. S in ce  
th ey  had a lre a d y  d eterm in ed  to  fo llow  S crip tu re  a lo n e , th ey  d ecid ed  
th at fro m  th at tim e  fo rw a rd  th ey  w ould  on ly  b ap tize  b e lie v e rs , n ot in
fa n ts ; and by im m e rsio n , n ot sp rin k lin g . " B u t ,"  said T h o m a s , "fo r  
th o se  o f  us w h o a re  a lre a d y  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  ch u rch  and p articip an ts  
o f  th e L o r d ’s S u p p er, th e re  is no need  fo r  reb ap tism . W e  w ould  
m e re ly  be g o in g  ou t o f  the ch u rch  fo r  the sak e  o f  co m in g  in a g a in ."

B u t in 1 8 1 2  an even t o c c u rre d  w h ich  m a d e  the q u estion  e x is te n 
tial ra th er th an  th e o re tica l. A le x a n d e r ’ s w ife  g a v e  birth  to  th e ir  first 
ch ild . W o u ld  th ey  now  stick  to  th e ir  n ew fou n d  b e lie fs , and g iv e  up 
th e ir  tim e -h o n o re d  p ra c tic e ?  T h e y  d id : the d au g h ter w as not b ap 
tiz e d ; in stead , h er fa th e r and g ran d p aren ts  w ere ! S oon  th e o th er  
m em b ers  o f  th eir c o n g re g a tio n  fo llo w ed  su it, and b e lie v e r ’ s b aptism  
by im m ersio n  b e ca m e  th eir s tan d ard  p ra c tic e .

During the 1820 ’s

E ig h t y e a rs  la ter ( 1 8 2 0 ) ,  A le x a n d e r held a p ub lic d eb ate  w ith a 
P re sb y te ria n  p re a ch e r . It w as a t th at tim e he first s u g g e s te d -s o m e 
w h at ten ta tiv ely  and w ith out p re m e d ita tio n —th at b ap tism  w as fo r  the  
re m issio n  o f  sin s. B u t by 1 8 2 3 ,  w h en  he d eb ated  an o th er P re sb y te 
ria n , th e id ea  had b e co m e  a m a tte r o f  c le a r  co n v ic tio n  to h im .

In 1 8 2 8  h e  w ro te  in his m a g a z in e  Christian Baptist, "F o rg iv e n e s s  
o f  sins and C h ristia n  im m ersio n  w e re  in sep arab ly  co n n e cte d  to g e th e r  
in th e  p ro cla m a tio n s  o f  th e ap o stle s . E v e ry o n e , in th e v e ry  in stan t in 
w h ich  h e  w as put u nder th e w a te r , re ce iv e d  the fo rg iv e n e ss  o f  his 
s in s ."  T h e  n e x t y e a r  a re a d e r ask ed  him  th e  q u estio n , " Is  a  b e lie v e r  
in C h ris t not p ard on ed  b e fo re  h e  is b a p tiz e d ?" C am p b ell re p lie d , "Is  
a  m an not c le a n  b e fo re  h e is w ash ed ? . . .  N o  m an  h as an y  p r o o f  that 
he is p ard on ed  until h e is b a p tiz e d ."

T w o  d iffe re n ce s  on  this m a tte r existed  b etw een  th e  c h u rch e s  led  
by th e C am p b ells  and the B a p tist ch u rch e s w ith  w h ich  th ey  w e re  as
so cia ted  fo r  17 y e a rs . T h e  fo rm e r  ad m in istered  b ap tism  u p o n  a  sim 
ple confession  o f  fa ith  in Je su s  as the C h ris t, the Son o f  G o d ; the 
la tter insisted upon  a testimony o f  Christian experience  b e fo re  an yon e  
w ould  b e b ap tized . S e co n d , th e "D isc ip le s"  tau gh t that b ap tism  leads  
to fo rg iv e n e ss , w hile th e  B ap tists  tau gh t that fo rg iv e n e ss  p re ce d e s  
b ap tism .
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Divine Provision, H um an Response

In  1 8 2 7  a y o u n g  p re a c h e r  n am ed  W a lte r  S c o tt , w h o  w as a c lo se  
frien d  o f  A le x a n d e r  C a m p b e ll, b e g a n  serv in g  as  a tra v e llin g  e v a n g e l
ist in O h io . M a n y  o f  h is h e a re rs  had a b ack g ro u n d  o f  u ltra -C a lv in 
ism . T h e y  b elie v e d  th at th e  e le c t w ou ld  b e sav ed  and th e n o n -e le ct  
lo st no m a tte r  w h at th e y  did . T h e  sin n e r cou ld  d o  n o th in g , th ey  c o n 
c lu d e d , e x c e p t w a it to  se e  if G od ca lle d  h im  th rou gh  so m e em otion al 
e x p e rie n c e . P re a c h e rs  w h o b eliev ed  this w a y  n e v e r u rg ed  p eo p le  to  
tu rn  to  the L o r d , b e c a u s e  sin n ers w e re  dead  in sin so  it w as im p o ssi
b le  fo r  th em  to  tu rn  and b e lie v e . B e c a u s e  su ch  id eas w e re  w id ely  
h e ld , m a n y  w h o  w an ted  to b e sav ed  ju st w a i te d -o f te n  w ith a n g u is h -  
to  se e  if  G od  w ou ld  ca ll th em .

S c o tt  sa w  th at th e  a p o stle s ’ a p p ro a ch  w as d iffe re n t. So h e  b eg an  
p re a c h in g  th a t Je s u s  is th e S on  o f  G od  and the o n ly  S a v io r , and that 
G od  ca lle d  m e n  th ro u g h  the G ospel. H e  had m a d e  H is m o v e  at C a l
v a r y , and n ow  th ro u g h  H is G o sp el H e  ca lled  m e n  to  m ak e their 
m o v e ! S co tt th en  u su ally  p resen ted  fiv e  p o in ts : th re e  w e re  con d ition s  
th e  L o rd  d e m a n d e d , and tw o w e re  b lessin gs H e o ffe re d . M en  m u st 
(1 )  h a v e  fa ith ; (2 )  re p e n t; (3 )  b e b ap tized . G od w ou ld  th en  (4 )  fo r 
g iv e  th eir sin s and (5 )  g iv e  th em  th e  H o ly  S pirit.

W h e n  th e y  h e a rd  th e se  fa c ts  p resen ted  fro m  s c rip tu re , m ultitudes  
resp o n d e d  w ith a m a z e d  re lie f  and jo y . C h u rch e s  g re w  b y  leap s and  
b o u n d s, and n ew  o n e s  sp ran g  up in m an y  p la ce s .

T h e  co m m o n  e r r o r  up to  then  a m o n g  m an y  ch u rch e s  w as to  stre ss  
G o d 's  p ro v is io n  fo r  sa lv atio n  but to  m in im ize  th e need  fo r  m an  to  re 
sp o n d . T h e y  p re a ch e d  redem ption  (G o d ’ s p a rt) but m u ted  conversion  
(m a n ’s p a r t ) .  O r , to  p ut it an o th er w a y , th ey  p re a ch e d  the G osp el 
(C h ris t d ied  fo r  o u r sins and ro se  a g a in ) but tw isted  the n eeded  re
sponse  to  th e  G o sp e l (faith  and re p e n ta n ce , e x p re sse d  in b ap tism ). 
T h e r e fo re  S c o t t ’ s em p h asis  w as n eed ed  to  p ro d u ce  a b alan ced  m e s 
s a g e . M a n y  w e re  b ro u g h t to  C h ris t.

B u t, as h ap p en s so  o ften  in h u m an  e x p e rie n c e , la te r th e  pendulum  
sw u n g  to  th e  o th e r e x tre m e . In  la te r  d e ca d e s  and e v e n  till n ow  in 
m an y  p la c e s , th e o p p o site  and ev en  d ead lier e r r o r  is h eld . A  n u m b er  
o f  C h u rc h e s  o f  C h ris t p re a ch  m a n ’s re sp o n se  to  the G osp el w h ile  
h ard ly  m en tio n in g  th e G osp el itse lf. T h e y  p re a ch  S c o t t ’s fo rm u la  
w h ile  m in im izin g  C h r is t ’s c ro s s ! (S c o tt  d id n ’t d o  th a t .)  In fa ct, 
S c o tt ’s p oin ts w e re  ch an g ed  till th ey  b e ca m e  five s te p s , all to  be d one  
by m a n . O n e  v e rs io n  w as h e a r /b e lie v e /re p e n t/c o n fe s s /b e  b aptized . 
A n o th e r  v e rs io n  w as b e lie v e /re p e n t/co n fe ss /b e b a p tiz e d /re m a in  faith 
ful to  th e en d . G o d ’ s g ra c e  w as s c a rc e ly  m en tio n ed , and o f  co u rse
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the d o ctrin e s  o f  G o d ’ s e le ctio n  and ca llin g  w e re  n e v e r h eard  at all 
(though th e y  a re  B ib lica l te rm s  to o .)

F o r  e x a m p le , y e a rs  a g o  V ic to r  B ro ad d u s and D en n is A lle n  w ere  
invited to  attend a c o n fe re n c e  fo r  e ld ers and p re a c h e rs  o f  som e  
C h u rch e s o f  C h ris t in th e  so u th ern  P h ilip p in es. A  F ilip in o  p reach er  
spoke o n  "th e  fiv e  s te p s ,"  using the ru n gs o f  a lad d er as h is illustra
tion  and o u tlin e . L a te r , an o th er m an also  sp o k e o n  th e  fiv e  steps, 
p ictu rin g  th em  as the fiv e  fin g ers o f  y o u r h and . A n d  b e lie v e  it or 
n o t, still a n o th e r se rm o n  on  the to p ic  w as p re se n te d : the s ta irw a y  to 
h e a v e n , w ith  its fiv e  step s! A n d  this w as a c o n fe re n c e , n o t fo r  the 
lost o r  e v e n  fo r  C h ristian s in g e n e ra l, but fo r  ch u rch  lead ers and 
p re a ch e rs ! T h e  m en  knew  nothing e lse  to  p re a c h . W h e n  his turn  
c a m e , D en n is A llen  p ro cla im e d  th e g ra c e  o f  G o d ; th at m ark ed  a 
tu rn in g-p oin t in o n e  le g a listic  m iss io n a ry ’ s th in k in g, as the L ord  
op ened  his ey es to  w h o le  v ista s  o f  truth  h e  had  n e v e r d re a m e d  o f  be
fo re .

A n o th e r tim e , so m e o n e  put co p ies  o f  a tra c t  in th e  m ailb o x  of 
e v e ry  te a ch e r  a t an in terd en om in ation al sch o o l. In th e  tra c t  the w ords  
B A P T I Z E  and B A P T IS M  w e re  fu lly  cap ita lized  e v e ry  tim e  th ey  ap
p e a re d —w h ich  w as o fte n —w h ile  "G o d ,"  " C h r is t ,"  "sa lv a tio n "  and 
"fa ith " w e re  n ot so p rin ted . N eed less to s a y , th e  tra c t  ev o k ed  disgust 
ra th er th an  serio u s stu d y. S ad!

O v e r h a lf-a -ce n tu ry  a g o , R . H . B oll p ointed  ou t th at tim e s and at
titudes c h a n g e , and o u r p re a ch in g  should b e  adjusted  a cco rd in g ly . 
P eo p le  in C a m p b e ll’ s and S c o t t ’s d a y , th ou gh  often  ig n o ra n t o f  the 
w ay  o f  sa lv a tio n , y et b eliev ed  in G o d ’ s g o o d n ess  and p o w e r and had 
re v e re n c e  and d ev o tio n  to  H im . T h e y  "n eed ed  n othing so  m u ch  as to 
be sh ow n  w h e re  th ey  w e re  in e rro r  and w h at th ey  m u st d o ."  But 
"n o w " ( i .e . ,  1 9 1 0 )  "th e  bulk o f  th e h e a re rs  need  to  b e  co n v icte d  of  
s in ."  M an y  a re  "h a rd e n e d , in d ifferen t o r  c o n c e ite d ."  T h e y  "m a rch  
up unhum bled  to  m ak e  th e ir  co n fe ssio n , fe e lin g , to  all a p p e a ra n ce , as 
if they w e re  d oin g G od  a  f a v o r ."

Instead of detailed and polemical discussions of the "plan of sal
vation," these men need to be taught of God; made to realize their 
individual responsibility to him and their personal relation to him. 
Christ needs to be held up before them. Man’s part should not be 
overlooked; but it might be well to put more emphasis on God’s 
part, especially his grace, which takes all boasting out of all 
mouths.—Truth and Grace, pages 16 and 142.

W hat About the Unim m ersed?

W e  h a v e  seen  h o w  A le x a n d e r  C a m p b e ll’s thinking ab ou t baptism  
d ev elo p ed , and h ow  W a lte r  S co tt p reach ed  it (a lo n g  w ith faith  and re 
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p e n ta n ce ) as a step  n e ce ssa ry  fo r  sa lv a tio n . In flu en ced  b y  C a m p b e ll, 
B a rto n  S to n e re a ch e d  the sam e c o n clu s io n . A t th e  end o f  1 8 3 1 ,  m an y  
co n g re g a tio n s  led  b y  S ton e united w ith  c o n g re g a tio n s  am o n g  w h o m  
C am p b ell w as th e  m o st influential te a c h e r .

E a r l ie r  th a t y e a r , S to n e had  w ritte n  ab ou t th e  d iffe re n ce s  b etw een  
th e se  tw o  g ro u p s  o f  c h u rch e s . O n e  d iffe re n ce  w as as fo llo w s:

W e have fellowship and communion with unimmersed persons. 
They (Campbell and his fellow-workers) contend that, according to 
the New Testament, none but the immersed have their sins remitted, 
and therefore they cannot commune with the unimmersed. On this 
point we cannot agree with them. The reason is that this sentiment 
will exclude millions of the fairest characters (that is, believers of  
outstanding holiness and love for God—AVW ) for many centuries 
back, from heaven. I know they say: "W e do not declare that they 
are excluded from heaven, but only from the kingdom of God on 
earth. W e leave them in the hand of G od." But does not this senti
ment lead to that conclusion? W e believe and acknowledge that 
baptism is ordained by the King as a means for the remission of sins 
to penitent believers, but we cannot say that immersion is the sine 
qua non (absolutely essential for salvation—A V W ), without main
taining the awful consequences mentioned above and without contra
dicting our own experience. W e, therefore, teach the doctrine, 
"Believe, repent, and be immersed for the remission o f sins," and 
we endeavor to convince our hearer of its truth, but we exercise pa
tience and forbearance toward such godly persons as cannot be con
vinced.

S o  S to n e  and his fo llo w e rs  p ro c la im e d  th e  G o sp e l, G o d ’ s m igh ty  
a c ts  o n  b e h a lf  o f  lo st s in n ers. A n d  th ey  p ro c la im e d  th e  B ib lica l d e 
m an d  fo r  re sp o n se  to  the G o sp el: re p e n t, tru st in  C h ris t, and b e im 
m e rse d . B u t S to n e  did not b e lie v e  th at all u n im m ersed  p e o p le  w e re  
lo st. F o r  th at w ou ld  m ean  th at B e rn a rd  o f  C la irv a u x  (w h o se  h ym n s  
w e  sin ), F r a n c is  o f  A ssis i, L u th e r , C a lv in , W h ite fie ld  and th e  
W e s le y s  and N e w to n  w e re  lo st. Y e t  th o se  m en  tru sted  in Je s u s , m a g 
n ified  G o d ’ s g r a c e ,  b eliev ed  the B ib le , o b e y e d  G o d ’ s w ill as th ey  un
d e rsto o d  it, se rv e d  h im  w h o le h e a rte d ly  and b o re  th e  fru it o f  H is S p irit 
in th e ir  liv e s . A n d  th e L o rd  u sed  th em  g re a tly . S to n e  fe lt c e rta in  
th e y  w e re  s a v e d , a lo n g  w ith s im ila r  b u t le ss -n o ta b le  u n im m ersed  d is
c ip le s  in h is d a y . A n d  if th ey  w e re  sa v e d , th en  w h y n o t h a v e  "fe l
low sh ip  and co m m u n io n " w ith th e m ? T h u s  h e  re a so n e d .

W ith in  s ix  y e a rs  A le x a n d e r  C am p b ell ca m e  to  a g re e  w ith  h im !

(T o  b e co n clu d e d )
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DON’T REFUSE THE FR EE TICKET

In a conversation with others about the matter o f morality 
and salvation, one woman said, "W ell, I cannot understand why 
a man who has tried to lead a good moral life should not stand a 
better chance o f heaven than a wicked o n e."

"Simply for this cause," answered another. "Suppose you 
and I wanted to go to a place o f amusement. The admission 
price is one dollar. You have half a dollar, and I have nothing. 
Which o f us would stand the better chance o f admission?"

"N either," answered the woman.

"Just so; and therefore the moral man stands no better 
chance than the rebellious sinner. But now suppose a kind and 
rich man, who saw our perplexity, would present a ticket o f ad
mission to each o f us at his own expense. W hat then?"

"W ell, then we should go in alike. That is clear."

"Thus it is, when the Savior saw our need o f centering 
heaven, He came and died, purchased the church, and obtained 
eternal redemption for us; and now He offers you and me a free 
ticket.

"Only take care that your half-dollar does not make you 
proud enough to refuse the free ticket, and be refused admit
tance. The free gift o f God’s grace must be accepted by a faith 
that leads one to obey the gospel o f Christ. When one by that 
faith repents and is baptized for the remission o f sins, he ac
cepts the free ticket o f salvation."

‒ F r o m  L o c u s t  S t. b u lletin , Jo h n so n  C ity , T enn .

*  *  *

Many readers’ subscriptions end with this N ov.-D ec. issue. 
If  you are one, have you renewed for 1995? Many good issues 
are planned. Don’t miss even one o f them. Still only $ 6 .0 0  for 
11  issues.
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NEW S and NOTES
Edited by Jack  Blaes

O p p o r tu n itie s  F o r  S te w a r d s

Recently 2 little birdies told me 
o f some pressing financial needs on 
overseas fields. Perhaps the Lord  
will lay it on the heart of some con
gregations or individuals to become 
regular backers of these workers.

One is C entral Bible College 
(formerly Institute) in downtown 
Manila. Almost 100 students are 
enrolled in this school, which was 
begun in the m id-1950s by Victor 
Broaddus and Dennis Allen. Later 
on, Harold Preston, Billy Lewter 
and Alex Wilson also taught there. 
While missionaries were on the fac
ulty they were not paid by the 
school, since they had support from 
the U .S . churches. But since 1983 
all teachers have been Filipino; this 
plus skyrocketing inflation has hit 
the school hard in recent years. 
Lately teachers have not been paid 
on time, &  at least once the electric
ity was cut off due to inability to 
pay the bill on time.

The Lord has raised up many 
dedicated Christian workers &  lead
ers through CBC. In fact one gradu
ate is the national director of a 
countrywide ministry to students in 
high schools, nursing schools & col
leges. Another is editor of one of 
the most important Christian maga
zines in the land. A 3rd grad, is na
tional director of an organization 
that through the years has distrib
uted many 100s o f 1000s of NTs, 
Bibles & correspondence courses 
throughout the Philippines. And a 
4th has become leader o f a national 
ministry to children. CBC offers a 
1-year basic Bible course, a 3-year

leaders’ course, and a 4-year course 
for evangelists/pastors/ministers.

The other needy ministry men
tioned above is that of Brother Moto 
Nomura in Japan. He is well- 
known to many W &W  readers, & 
his letters appear in it from time to 
time. What you may not know is 
that the U .S . dollar is worth only 
about 1/3 of its value 10 years ago, 
which means that Moto & Yoriko’s 
support has dropped very low.

Funds may be sent to either of 
these ministries through Victor 
Broaddus, Church of Christ World
wide, P .O . Box 54842 , Lexington 
KY 40555. All donations sent 
through CCW W  are forwarded 
100% to the field. Nothing is de
ducted for Bro. Broaddus’ expenses 
(unless you designate gifts specifi
cally for him, which is also a good 
thing to do). He can also keep you 
informed about which overseas 
workers are most in need at any 
particular time.

As urgent as giving to missions 
is, praying is even more important. 
And Bro. Broaddus publishes a 
yearly Missionary Prayer List with 
specific information for interces
sion. Write him for copies to dis
tribute at your church

— Alex Wilson

Thanks To Each Team 
Member

As the year draws to a close, 
W & W  is grateful to the Lord for 
enabling us to carry on this minis
try. And a hearty "Thanks" to all 
of you who read, subscribe, donate

353



and pray. Several people not only 
subscribe for themselves but for 
several others too. And there are 
those who send donations in addi
tion to all that!

I am especially grateful to 
Louise Wells, who handles the of
fice matters: circulation, financial 
records, mailing (several friends as
sist in this), etc. All her time is 
freely donated as a labor of love to 
the Lord and His people.

Other team members include 
Jack Blaes, our News &  Notes edi
tor, and Carl Kitzmiller, who has 
written the study notes for our Sun
day School quarterly for many 
years.

Recently I enjoyed a visit with 
sisters Edith & Mildred Lale, who 
formerly ran the business affairs of 
W &W  for a long period. We 
looked at pictures, reminisced &  
praised God for the editors, writers 
& others leaders He raised up 
through the decades. Sister Edith 
gave me a compilation of tables-of- 
contents dating back to 1950, to 
make it easier for me to find past 
articles.

For all of you I magnify the 
Lord. —Alex Wilson

Need Some Pews?
The Tell City, Ind. Church has 

four 8-foot oak pews they no longer 
need. If you are interested, call 
their minister,

Tim Hill: (812) 547-6778.

Worldwide Ministry
The international scope of the 

radio program Words of Life is 
seen from their latest bulletin. It in
cludes letters from listeners in Libe
ria, Jordan, Zimbabwe, the 
Philippines, Malawi, Ghana, Kenya 
and Nigeria. WOW!

Remembering Bro. C. V.
Bro. C. V. Wilson was called 

home to be with the Lord and sev
eral from here were able to attend 
the Praise Service at the Portland 
Ave. Church of Christ where he 
had ministered since 1956. He was 
among the Giants o f the Faith and 
was remembered for his ministry of 
encouragement. I personally appre
ciated Bro. Wilson and thank the 
Lord for having had the opportunity 
of knowing him and seeing how the 
Lord can truly use people totally 
committed to Him! — Bennie Hill, 
Cramer & Hanover, Lexington, Ky.

Take Responsibility
The subject o f a letter recently 

received by the elders and deacons 
is worthy to be brought to the atten
tion of all of us. The letter dealt 
with damage done recently to a 
chair in the library. The chair, do
nated in memory of a deceased 
member, was left in its damaged 
condition. The letter encouraged us 
to treat church property the same 
way we would treat our own posses
sions at home.

This admonition should be 
heeded by all of us, young and old. 
If we damage an item while at 
church, or if we find something 
broken or damaged, we should im
mediately attempt to have it re
paired, or report it to someone so 
that repairs can be made. —David 
Schreiner, in Gallatin, Bulletin

Jennings, La.
God continues to heal Bro. 

Doug Broyles, who is slowly but 
surely mending. Thanks to all who 
have called, visited, sent cards and 
prayed for recovery. He must re
main indoors for several more days 
to avoid the risk o f infection, but he 
misses very much being with fellow
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Christians and worshipping with 
them.
Pleasant words are as a H oneycom b, 
Sweet to the Soul. Prov. 16 :24

Note of Thanks
To the ladies of Turkey Creek 

Church, La. Thanks so much for 
the lap robes. Each one was pret
tier than the other. Our ladies are 
thrilled with them. May the Lord  
bless you all. — Jan Potts, Maple 
Manor

Locust Street Church,
Johnson City,Tenn.

Brent Copenhaver began work 
with us as an associate minister on 
Aug. 14. He and Christine have 
been active in work with the young 
people and in visitation. Today we 
are to hear him as he preaches the 
word of God. Brent is not an expe
rienced preacher, but he is a capa
ble young man and we look forward 
to his work in this area as he gains 
experience. W e believe you will be 
hearing good things from him. 
Support him with your prayers and 
your sincere attention.

GOING FOR ONE YEAR . . . .
The evening prayer services for 

men and women (at 6 :3 0  P .M .) 
complete one year today. They 
were begun last year preceding our 
meeting and have continued since. 
W e have seen some of those prayers 
answered with a "Y es" and perhaps 
many of them are in the process. 
Some individuals have been very 
faithful in participating.

-C a rl  Kitzmiller, Locust Street

Good News From Mozam
bique!

From Co nine Johnson, Robert 
Johnson’s widow, missionary to 
Maputo, Mozambique. She minis
ters among university students. Of
ficial permission is almost always 
difficult to obtain. Excerpts from  
here recent letter: "The first week 
of October we were asked to meet 
with the Director of Student Af
fairs. This threw the students into a 
panic, for they felt sure he was go
ing to stop the studies in the hous
ing. The student was late coming, 
so alone I went with fear and trem
bling to meet Sr. Domingos. He 
graciously welcomed me and in
quired about our group. I gave him 
a copy of the constitution and regis
tration, explained our activities, and 
plans in the near future. The stu
dent entered in time to hear Sr. 
Domingos say this was the sort of 
programs he wanted on campus.

"In full and plain words, he 
gave us full freedom on campus for 
Bible study groups in housing, lec
tures of interest on campus in rooms 
he would arrange, distribution of 
literature and Bibles, viewing of  
videos, hospital visitation, and so
cial gatherings. What more could 
we want? He let us know that the 
old customs (going to classes, back 
to room, going to eat, back to 
room) was past and the new way of 
planning for the complete person 
and future leader was his goal. Re
ally, the student and I danced down 
four flights of steps to the car. We 
quickly called for a party on Satur
day, October 8 to celebrate our 
great gift of OPEN CAMPUS. As I 
baked goodies, I realized this gift 
was given on Robert’s birthday and 
I did have reasons to rejoice. Sing 
praises to His nam e!"



NATIVITY

F o r  unto us a C hild  is b o m , unto us a  Son  is g iv en :  a n d  
th e go v ern m en t shall b e  upon H is sh o u ld er: ana H is nam e 
sh a ll b e  ca lled  W onderful, C o u n sello r, T he M ighty G od, 
T he E v erla stin g  F a th er (F a th er o f  E tern ity ), T he P rin ce  o f  
P ea ce . O f the in crea se  o f  H is go v ern m en t a n d  p e a c e  th ere  
shall b e  n o  en d ' upon the th ron e o f  D av id , a n d  upon H is 
kingdom , to o rd e r  it, a n d  to establish  it with ju d g m e n t a n d  
with ju s tic e  fro m  h en cefo rth  ev en  f o r  ev er. T he zea l o f  the 
LO R D  o f  hosts w ill p erfo rm  this.

— Isaiah 9 :6 , 7.

T h e C ounsellor so w ondrous w ise  
Surveyed the world with sightless eyes.

T h e M ighty G od in m anger lay ,
T o o  w eak to grasp a wisp or hay.

T h e F ath er o f  Eternity  
Gulped T im e in breaths o f brevity.

T h e P rin ce o f  P ea ce  and L o rd  o f  all 
Intruded on a  cattle stall.

T his Child w as born , this Son w as g iv ’n 
F o r  us to purchase p eace  and H eav ’n.

T his G od, this P rin ce , this F a th er, H e  
In w isdom  gave H im self for m e.

T h at m anger then contained the Food  
T o  m ake m e, beast, a  child o f  G od.

—D onald M . T aylor


