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TH EM E:
KNOW THE LORD!

"W hy We Must Think Rightly About God"
(A le x  V .  W ils o n ) /  A .  W .  T ozer

The title to this editorial is the title o f  chapter one in the late A. W. 
Tozer's book, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY, written in 1961. 
Tozer, a preacher, writer and editor, wielded a profound influence on 
me and many others. (Though he departed from this life in 1963, a 
number o f  his writings continue in print. Take advantage o f  them.) 1 
praise our Heavenly Father for  this brother's clarion call to make 
knowing the Lord the top priority in life.

To introduce this issue on some o f  the blessed attributes o f  the 
Most High God, I ’ll share with you quotes from his book mentioned 
above, plus another one.

This book is called forth b y  a condition w hich has existed in the 
Church for som e years and is steadily grow ing w orse. I refer to the loss  
o f  the concept o f  m ajesty  from  the popular religious m ind. The Church  
has surrendered her once lo fty  concept o f  G od  and has substituted for it 
one so low  as to be utterly unw orthy o f  thinking, w orshiping m en. This 
she has done not deliberately, but little b y  little and w ithout her k n ow l
ed ge ; and her very unaw areness only  m akes her situation all the more  
tragic....

W ith  our loss o f  the sense o f  m ajesty has com e the further loss o f  
religious awe and consciou sness o f  die divine Presence. W e  have lost 
our spirit o f  w orship and our ability to withdraw inw ardly to m eet G od  
in adoring silence....T he only  w a y  to recoup our spiritual losses is to go  
back to the cause o f  them  and m ake such corrections as the truth war
rants. The decline o f  the know ledge o f  the holy has brought on our 
troubles. A  rediscovery o f  the m ajesty o f  G od  w ill g o  a long w ay to 
ward curing them . It is im possible to keep our m oral practices sound  
and our inward attitudes right w hile our idea o f  G od  is erroneous or in
adequate.

*  *  *  *

W h a t com es into our m inds w hen w e think about G od  is the m ost 
important thing about u s ....N o  religion has ever been greater than its 
idea o f  G od . For this reason the gravest question before the Church is 
alw ays G od H im self, and the m ost portentous fact about any man is not 
what he at a given time may say or do , but what he in his deep heart 
con ceives G od to be like. W e  tend b\ a secret law o f  the soul to m ove
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tow ard our m ental im age o f  G o d . Th is is true not only  o f  the individual 
Christian, but o f  the com pany o f  Christians that com poses the Church. 
A lw a y s  the m ost revealing thing about the Church is her idea o f  G o d , 
ju st as her m ost significant m essa ge is w hat she says about H im  or 
leaves unsaid, for her silence is often m ore eloquent than her speech.

From THE PURSUIT OF GOD, also by Tozer:

The m o d e m  scientist has lost G o d  am id the wonders o f  H is world; 
w e Christians are in real danger o f  losing G o d  am id the w onders o f  H is  
Word. W e  have alm ost forgotten that G o d  is a Person and, as such, can  
be cultivated as any person can.

•*  *  *  *

The truth o f  W e s le y ’ s w ords is established before our eyes: "O r 
th od o xy , or right opinion, is at best a  very slender part o f  religion. 
Though right attitudes cannot exist without right opinions, yet right 
opinions may exist without right attitudes. There m ay be a right opin 
ion about G od  without either love or one right attitude toward H im . Sa
tan is a p r o o f o f  th is." [T he em phasis (italics, etc.) throughout the 
article is ours, not T o zer ’ s. —A V W ]

There are today m any m illions o f  people w ho hold "right opin
io n s ," probably m ore than ever before in the history o f  the C hurch. Y e t  
1 w onder i f  there w as ever a tim e w hen true spiritual w orship w as at a 
low er ebb. [W ritten in 1 9 4 8 ; thankfully , in some places there has been  
im provem ent in this area.—A V W J

Sound B ible exposition is a m ust in the Church o f  the L ivin g  G od . 
W ith ou t it no church can be a N e w  Testam ent church. But exposition  
m a y  be carried on in such a  w ay  as to leave the hearers devoid o f  any  
true spiritual nourishm ent w hatever. For IT  IS N O T  M E R E  W O R D S  
T H A T  N O U R IS H  T H E  S O U L , B U T  G O D  H IM S E L F , and unless the 
hearers find G od  in personal experience they are not the better fo r  h av
ing heard the truth. The B ible  is not an end in itself, but a m eans to  
bring m en to an intimate and satisfy ing know ledge o f  G o d , that they  
m ay delight in H is Presence and know  the inner sweetness o f  the very  
G o d  H im s e lf  in the center o f  their hearts.

M a y  these quotes from  T o ze r , and the fo llow ing articles as w ell, 
stim ulate us not m erely to know about our G o d , holding right opin
ions, but also to truly know Him: to fear, adore, love , obey  and serve 
H im —having right attitudes.



THE FOREKNOWLEDGE 
OF GOD

R. H. Boll, 1930

Som etim es a  m an  w ill be found w ho is paralyzed b y  the thought 
that G o d  kn ew  beforehand w hat w ould  b ecom e o f  h im , and that by no 
chance could the outcom e ever be different than G o d  foreknew  it 
w ou ld  b e. O n  the heels o f  this conclusion another idea som etim es fo l
low s: " I f  G o d  forekn ew  that certain ones w o u ld  g o  to perdition, w h y  
did H e let them  co m e into existence and liv e ? "  O r  even , a lm ost b la s
ph em ously , "W h a t  right has G o d  to bring b ein gs into existence and let 
them  g o  their w a y , kn ow ing beforehand that they w ou ld  g o  to an end
less h e ll? "

T o  such an attitude as that last question, the on ly  answ er is that o f  
R o m . 9 :2 0 , "N a y , but 0  m an , w ho art thou that repliest against G o d ?  
Shall the thing form ed say to him  that form ed it, w h y  hast thou m ade  
m e thus? O r  hath not the potter a right o ver the c la y , from  the sam e  
lum p to m ake one vessel unto honor and another unto d ish on or?" I f  
G o d  were m in ded to do any m an a  w rong, none o f  us could b y  any p o s 
sibility help ourselves. W e  w ou ld  not have as m u ch  co m e -b a ck  as the 
little w orm  that is trodden dow n on the pavem ent. B u t  b lessed  b e  H is  
N a m e -H e  n ever treats any one w rong, and H im s e lf  w ill not and cannot 
do w rong. "G o d  is light and in him  is no darkness at a ll."  M o reov er, 
H is nam e is L o v e , and som etim e with clearer ey es w e shall see that all 
H is thoughts and w a y s w ere only  g o o d  and right, prom pted by faithful
ness and love .

The m istake underlying these fatalistic difficulties is that fore
know ledge is thought to be equivalent to predestination or foreordina
tion. It is not. In its sim ple sense foreknow ledge is sim ply  know ing  
beforehand. In this sense it is the sam e w hether the foreknow ledge is 
predicated o f  G o d  or o f  a m an. A  m an m ay  foreknow  with accuracy  
that a thing is goin g  to  h a p p e n -a s  an astronom er m ay  with great preci
sion predict an eclip se; or an onlooker m ay forekn ow  that a  falling  
b od y w ill strike the earth. W e  are aware that G o d  could  at any tim e ar
bitrarily interfere w ith the w orking o f  H is natural law s, and that in this 
light H is foreknow ledge b ecom es predestination. W h e n  G od  deals in 
m ere matters o f  natural law w e m ay even grant that, though even in 
that G o d  can do nothing "arbitrarily," but only  w hat is in accord with 
true w isdom  and good n ess.

But i f  it is a question o f  w hat a man wills to do, there (w ithin the 
lim its o f  the m a n 's  free w ill and choice at least) G o d 's  foreknow ledge  
is sim ply a know ing beforehand; for the determ ining o f  a m a n 's  course
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lies with the m an, all lim its granted; and G o d  keeps faith w ith m en  in 
this matter.

Who Fixes His Fate?

T w o  m en were debating the old "Predestination" doctrine. "M y  
brother," said the Predestinarian, "d o  y ou  believe that G o d  know s all 
th in gs?" "C erta in ly ," replied his o p p o n en t "D o  you b elieve H e know s  
the future as w ell as the p a st? " " O f  cou rse." "D o  you believe that G od  
foreknew  from  eternity every m an ’ s eternal destin y?" " Y e s . "  "A n d  
that G o d  saw  the stream  o f  hum anity flow ing dow n the river o f  T im e, 
and separating, one part g o in g  to perdition and the other to salvation?" 
"N o  d ou b t." "T h e n  tell m e , m y  brother, did G od  foreknow  that as un
certain or as certain and fix e d ? " " I f  G o d  foreknew it at a ll,"  conceded  
the other, "H e  m ust have foreknow n it as a certainty." "V e r y  w e ll,"  said 
the Predestinarian—" i f  G o d  foreknew  it as a fixed and certain fact, w ho  
fixed it? W h o  m ade it certain beforehand? The m an h im se lf w as not 
there to fix  it, for he had not been created. W h o  then fixed  it, and how  
w as it fix e d ? "

The Predestinarian cham pion w as w rong. U pon  his ow n argument 
and prem ises that m an was there, in the foreknow ledge o f  G o d , and the 
m an h im se lf fixed his o w n  fate; and G o d  foreknew  the m an ’ s destiny  
as fixed only as H e foresaw  the m an h im se lf fixing it b y  his ow n w ill 
and choice. So  m uch for that.

How God Does Not Know

M oreover there is a sense in w hich G o d  did not forekn ow  w hat the 
m an w ould  do ; G od  takes no official know ledge and cognizance o f  a 
m an ’ s action until the m an has com m itted it. T o  illustrate: M r. H oover  
knew  instantly w hen his election to the Presidency o f  the U nited States 
w as assured to him . B ut o ffic ia lly  he w as not supposed to know  until 
he is form ally  apprised o f  the fact by the duly authorized com m ittee. 
N o t until then does he take official know ledge o f  it, or act upon it in 
any official manner.

So with G od . W e  grant that H e know s all things. Past and future 
lie as an eternal present before H im . But H e does not in the case o f  a 
free m oral agent presum e upon H is foreknow ledge o f  w hat the m an  
w ill do until the m an has h im se lf settled it. For exam p le—w e m ay  
safely assum e that G od  knew perfectly w ell what w as in A b rah am ’ s 
heart, and w'hether he w ould  or w ould not obey G o d ’ s com m and to o f
fer up Isaac his son. But G o d  w'aited until the child lay on the altar be
fore H e recognized A b rah a m ’ s obedience. "Now I know that thou 
fearest G o d , seeing thou hast not w'ithheld thy son, thine only son from  
m e ." (G en . 2 :1 2 ) . G o d  does not presum e on H is foreknow ledge. H e  
gives m en a fair chance to choose and to act according to their choice  
before He estimates their action and attitude. Thus H e tested out Israel
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that H e "might know"  w hat w as in their heart, whether they w ould  
keep H is  com m andm ents or n o t  (D e u t  8 :2 ) . T hus H e left H ezekiah to  
pursue his o w n  course without any interference "to  try him  that he 
might know all that w as in his heart." (2  C h ron . 3 2 :3 1 ) .

D id  n ot the great H eart-know er k n o w  everything before? Y e a , but 
such foreknow ledge does not enter into H is ju d gm en t o f  m en: they 
m ust ch oose and they m ust act before G o d  can and w ill take cogn i
zance o f  their w a y . H e  does not even  profess to know  apart from  
m a n ’ s self-determ ination. W h ere  it seem s that H e spoke and acted on  
m an ’ s sin before it w as done it w as a lw a ys because die m a n ’ s decision  
w as already m ad e, and the rest w as foregon e conclu sion . Even then 
H e too k  nothing fo r  granted, but w aited and pleaded and warned i f  by  
any m eans the sinner w ould  yet be turned. So  fair is H e .

In no case did H e deal in ju d gm en t w ith a  m an for w hat he w as g o 
ing to  do before he had done it. "It  repenteth m e that I have set up Saul 
to be k in g ; fo r  he is turned back from  fo llo w in g  m e ."  (1 Sam . 1 5 :1 0 ) . 
W a s  G o d ’ s choice o f  Saul a blunder? It needed not to have been. Saul 
had a fair chance. But did not G o d  kn ow  w h at Saul w ould  d o ? D ou bt
less—in H is  om n iscien ce. Y e t  no such foreknow ledge entered into the 
m atter. G o d  took Saul as he w as, helped h im , m ade g o o d  prom ises to 
h im , and w as sorry w hen he w ent w ro n g —exactly  as H e w ould  have 
done i f  H e  had not know n anything about it beforehand. Such in
stances are num berless; and surely i f  God d oes not presum e on H is  
ow n  forek n ow led ge, men ought not, nor h ave they any occasion  to 
stum ble at it.

There is only  one connection in w hich  forekn ow ledge is equivalent 
to foreordination, and that is w hen G o d  declares beforehand, what He 
Himself is going to do. In that case it is not only  a thing foreknow n but 
also afore fixed  and determ ined. "K n o w n  unto G o d  are all His works 
from  the beginning o f  the w o rld ." (A c ts  1 5 :1 8 , K J V ). "D eclarin g  the 
end from  the beginning, and from  ancient tim es things that are not yet 
done; sayin g, M y  counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure." 
(Isa. 4 6 :1 0 )  It is in this sense that Christ w as "delivered  up by the de
terminate counsel and foreknow ledge o f  G o d " (A cts  2 :2 3 ) ;  and in this 
sense w as H e  "forek n ow n  indeed before the foundation o f  the w orld ." 
(1 Peter 1 :2 0 ) . For G o d  foreknew  that He w ou ld  send H im  into the 
w orld fo r  the redem ption o f  the w orld; and b y  G o d ’ s plan (the Lord Je
sus H im s e lf  also entering into it) H e  w as "delivered up for our tres
passes, and w as raised again for our ju stification ." (R o m . 4 :2 5 ) .
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Adapted from  a message given at the 
Kentuckiana Ladies Retreat, 1996

THE AWESOME POWER 
OF GOD

Joyce Broyles

The little heart song says it all -  "O u r  G od  is an aw esom e G o d , H e  
reigns in H eaven  above with w isd o m , pow er, and lo v e ."  For this to 
leap from  our heads to our hearts, w e have to realize that G o d  chose us! 
That should m ake us w ant to k n ow  him  better, and to get every fiber o f  
our being in volved  in the sam e thing H e cares a b o u t T o  do that, we  
m ust know  H im !

W h e n  m y  husband and 1 m et Prince Charles in N e w  Zealand, he 
cam e right up to D ou g las, shook his hand, and asked him  som e ques
tions. N o w , w e knew  about h im , but w e could not have approached  
him . H e cam e to us, but even so , w e could not ask him  questions. W e  
had to let him  take the lead. W e  could not delve deep into his personal 
life. Unlike the prince o f  England, Jehovah G o d , K in g  o f  K in g s, wants 
us to approach H im ! H e has taken the lead, and H e wants us to delve 
deeper. In John 1 5 :1 5 , Jesus says "I  no longer call you slaves or ser
vants, but n ow  I call you  friends\" The aw esom e G o d  o f  the universe 
gave us H is storv in the B ible with his H o ly  Spirit to help us know  
H im .

I chose M o se s  and John to help m e tell you about the aw esom e  
pow er o f  G o d . T h ey  tell about H is pow er through w ords about H is  
G lory , H is G race, and H is Truth.

His Glory

G enesis 1:1 "In  the beginning, G o d . . . "  In m y 8th grade literature 
class, w e study 15 types o f  literature. W h e n  w e read m yth olog y , I 
point out that the G reek s, R om ans, Persians, and others had god s w ho  
began after the universe w as created. T h ey  w ere produced in w on 
drous w ays, like A then a popping out o f  her father’ s head, and so on, 
but they could not be trusted. Y o u  never knew  w hat m oo d  th ey ’ d be in 
each day. Z e u s m ight want to kill you or A th ena m ay want your hus
band. A n d  they all cam e after the creation o f  the universe.

A s  important as the creation story is in G en esis , I have com e to be
lieve that M o se s  w as not so m uch w riting to tell how things were cre
ated as he w as to remind the Israelites that Jehovah G o d , their G od , 
began in the beginning. H is pow er cam e before the universe was cre
ated. W hen  w e catch a g lim pse o f  H is glory, w e are em pow ered with
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H is strength and w e see that H e is m ore pow erful than any god  that has 
ever been im agined!

Later, in Exodus 1 6 :6  and 7 , after m u ch  wandering in the desert, 
hungry, and grum bling, the Israelites hear M o se s  tell them  they w ill see  
G o d ’ s g lory  w hen H e provides fo r  them  in the m orning with m anna - 
breadfrom heaven.

T h en , in the last 4  verses o f  the b o o k  o f  E xod u s, M o se s  tells us that 
the g lory  o f  the Lord filled the tabernacle. T h ey  could not enter it be
cause the cloud settled on it and filled  it. In all their travels, the Israel
ite w ere led b y  the cloud b y  day and the fire by n ig h t It "tabernacled " 
w ith them .

John introduces Jesus in the N e w  Testam ent, writing in his gospel 
"In the beginning w as the W o r d , and the W o r d  w as with G o d  and the 
W o r d  w as G o d . H e  w as with G o d  in the b egin n in g." In verse 14, he 
sa ys, "T h e  W o r d  becam e flesh  and ‘tabernacled’ or m ade his hom e  
am on g u s, and w e saw  his g lory , the g lory  o f  the O ne and o n ly , w h o  
cam e from  the Father, full o f  grace and truth." Jesus m ission  w as to let 
us see the g lory  o f  G o d . Instead o f  grum bling like Israel, w e should try 
to catch the m orning g lory  o f  the Lord!

Then in chapter 6 :3 5 , John tells us that Jesus is the bread o f  life. 
A s  Israel saw  G o d ’ s g lory in the m anna, their bread, w e see his g lory  in 
Jesus, the bread o f  life . T o  catch a  g lim p se  o f  H is g lory , and to help  
others get it, w e m ust see it ourselves. D evotion  tim e is not an option! 
W e  have to have regular devotions, a regular scheduled tim e with G o d , 
to keep us on an even keel, and look ing fo r  H is g lory .

N o w  som etim es w e do not have an inkling o f  what G o d ’ s g lory  can  
lead to. The Israelites did not kn ow  w hat they w ould  eat, but G o d  pro
vided m anna. A ll  things w ork together for g oo d . W h e n  D ouglas w as  
sent to V ietn am  on the eve o f  our w edd in g , 1 w as troubled, but G od  
w orked it out so that n ow , together with other events w e have endured, 
w e can em pathize with others and com fort them .

His Grace

John writes in 1 :1 4 , "w e  saw  H is  glory," but he did not stop there. 
H e added, "fu ll o f  grace and truth" to the verse because w hen w e see  
G o d ’ s g lory and H is pow er, it m ay overw helm  us and give us a feelin g  
o f  inadequacy. A fter w e see H is g lory , w e m ust hear about H is grace. 
W e  need to know H e loves us in spite o f  our unrighteousness.

In John 4 , the w om an  at the w ell needed grace. Hearing about the 
grace o f  G o d  pointed her life toward G o d , toward the pow er o f  H is  
grace. Then w e see how G o d 's  g lory changed her life. She had re
ceived the hope o f  H is glory !
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G o d  is so  H o ly , H e has to be righteous; but H e  cares, so H e for
g iv es. H e  g iv es  grace. H e  is h oly , but he isn ’ t a tyran t R em em ber, 
though, grace is not a license to sin. W e  m ust not misinterpret grace ’ s 
m essage . W e  cannot abuse G o d ’ s love and forgiveness ju st so w e can  
do w hat w e  w ant to do.

R em em b er M o se s  asked "W h o  is like y o u , O  L ord ? H o ly  in all 
your w a y s ? "  A b o v e  all else , G od  is h o ly . Jehovah G o d  takes law  seri
o u sly , but he does not ju st write us up every tim e w e g o o f. H e is inter
ested in our penitent hearts, so  H e is serious about grace, too. H e  
insists on exacting standards o f  conduct, but then H e g ives us grace  
w hen w'e fa il. H is  love takes us w here w e  are and leads us to where w e  
can sa y , "G o d  o f  grace, G o d  o f  g lo ry ."

Jesus’ forgiven ess know s no bounds. A fte r  Peter denied H im  
three tim e s, H e did not say , "T h a t ’ s the c u t-o ff, Peter. Y o u  b lew  i t  I 
need those keys back. Three strikes and y o u ’ re o u t !" N o , his forgive
ness kn ew  n o bounds. H e told Peter to feed  the sheep.

A n d  after he forgives, Jesus forgets. D o  you believe that? W h o  
preached on Pentecost? We w ould have given  Peter probation, had him  
com e forw ard and ask for prayer, w ait to see i f  he w as sincere! The  
other apostles probably thought they w o u ld  get to speak!

His Truth

The A w e so m e  pow er o f  G od  included H is g lory and H is grace, and 
also H is  truth. In 19 80  m y  husband and I took  our children to W a sh 
ington, D .C . There w e toured the im posing building w hich houses the 
Suprem e Court. Inside w ere carved the w o rd s, "Y o u  shall know  the 
truth and the truth shall m ake you free" (John 8 :3 2 ) . The tragedy about 
those w ords is that m any people are not free. T h ey  are bound by the 
here and n o w , because that’ s all they look  at and think about.

W e  need to look beyond the here and now' to eternity. D ad had a 
nervous breakdow n when I w as ten, and the school kids teased m e  
about m y  crazy D ad , saying I was probably crazy , too. M y  Sunday 
school teacher w orked w'ith m e to show  G o d ’ s grace in forgiving those 
kids w h o taunted m e, saying H is pow er w ou ld  help m e do it. But she 
did not stop there. She taught m e until I could  say, " I f  I ’ m  goin g to live 
eternally, I can take anything dished out for 7 0  y ea rs !" This is only a 
stop along the road H om e!

The Most Awesome Thing of All

In Matthew 20:1 - 2 0 , Jesus told the parable o f  the workers in the 
vineyard w ho went out at 6 :0 0  a .m ., 9 :0 0 , 12 noon, 3 :0 0  and 5 :0 0 . A t  
6 :0 0  p .m . everyone w as paid, receiving the sam e am ount! A s  a teen
ager, when 1 read that, it made me angry. I thought those early 6 a .m .
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w orkers w ere getting ripped o ff ! I considered people w ho accepted the 
Lord late in life as 5 :0 0  p .m . Christians, and m y s e lf  as a  6 :0 0  in the 
m orning one.

I w as thinking, w hen I g et to heaven, I w ill be w earing m y  Jesus 
tee-shirt, carrying m y  B ible under m y  arm , proud o f  m y S C C  training. 
M y  nam e tag w ill read, "J o y ce  B roy les, 6  a .m . C hristian." B ut as I 
m eet others, like the apostle Paul and early martyrs w h o  have suffered  
and sacrificed, I am  h u m bled. I realize I am  getting the sam e p ay Paul 
is! The vineyard ow ner prom ised a dollar a day and he gave it to  ev e 
ryone w h o w orked. Jesus prom ised  a m an sion, and H e w ill keep H is  
prom ise.

N o w  I am  on m y knees. I discard m y  nam e tag as I realize that I 
am  a 5 o 'c lo c k  p .m . Christian. W h e re  once I w as angry and je a lo u s, 
n ow  I am  praying, "O h  G o d , I am  overw helm ed! I have caught a 
glim pse o f  your g lory , your grace, you r truth, your aw eso m e pow er! 
Thank you for saving m e! T e ll m e w hat to do and I ’ ll do i t "

"H e . . .  looked round about on 
them with anger."  — Afark 3 :5

D O N ’ T F O R G E T  HIS A N G E R !
Paul S. Rees

Let us face it~Jesus w as not only capable o f  anger—there were  
tim es w hen H e also displayed it.

S om e o f  the critics o f  our Lord have sputtered at this, thinking to  
charge H im  with a flaw  and to cast a shadow  upon the claim  o f  H is sin
lessness.

S om e o f  the friends o f  Jesus have been troubled to o , though in a 
different m oo d  and m anner. T h ey  have found it difficult to reconcile  
H is obvious indignation with H is  gentleness and self-restraint.

Perhaps w e should not be surprised at this—either at the criticism  o f  
H is foes or the perplexity o f  H is fn en ds. For one thing, all that Christ 
w as, and is, in the total fact o f  H is being, is not easy to grasp, not even  
by the reverent m ind, to say nothing o f  the irreverent. W e  so  readily 
fo rm , especially in our childhood , a mental picture o f  the M aster that is 
a one-sided stereotype. W h e n  such a picture, usually o f  the "gentle  Je
sus, m eek and m ild ," fills  our m inds, w e find it hard to explain such 
scalding sentiments and w ords as, "W o e  unto y ou, scribes and Phari
sees, hypocrites! . . .  Y e  serpents, ye generation o f  vipers, how can ye 
escape the damnation o f  hell'.’ "  (M att. 2 3 :2 9 , 33 ).
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For another thing, w e find that, w here anger is concerned, the e x 
periences that w e have had w ith it m ake it far from  easy to fit in with  
the perfection o f  our L o rd ’ s character.

G o d  kn ow s w e have had n o lack o f  experience with it. A n g er  is 
am ong the universals in our em otion al system . It starts early and 
spreads w id e. L on g before any Christian m anagem ent o f  it com es into 
play , it has to be curbed or it wall spoil the child and devastate the fa m 
ily . A n g er  is under every r o o f and out on every street. Few  people can  
m ake a m illion , but anybody can "g e t  m a d ."

W h a t is m ore, i f  w e are at all reflective w e are bound to have n o
ticed that w hen people are angry they a lm ost invariably m ake fo o ls  o f  
th em selves.

Putting all these together, it is sm all w onder that the angriness o f  
Jesus, in certain circum stances, presents a problem . "H ow 7 c o m e ? " w7e 
ask, in the ph raseology o f  the street

The first thing I w ant to su ggest is not a direct answer to the prob
lem  at a ll, thought I dare to hope that is w ill have the effect o f  letting in 
so m e light.

We are going to take a look at those who were the objects of 
our Lord’s indignation and severity.

First, there were the Pharisees. W e  see them  in clear, contem ptible  
colors in the story from  w hich  our text derives. It w as in the syna
gog u e in C apernaum . The day w as the Sabbath. T he keen eyes o f  the 
M aster fell on a poor m an with a w ithered arm . Should not the m an be 
healed, even though such a m inistry to  his b od y m ight violate the letter 
o f  the rigid regulations for Sabbath-keeping that the Pharisees so je a l
ously guarded? W h e n  they refused, silently and sullenly, to adm it that 
it w as better to do good  than to do  evil on the Sabbath, the M aster ’ s eye  
w as suddenly lit w ith a blaze o f  anger, in the flam e o f  w hich H e pro
ceeded to m ake the man w h ole .

Pharisees, for w hom  religion had hardened dow n into rigid restric
tions and regu lation s-th ese fe lt the heat o f  our L ord ’ s aroused d is
pleasure.

Then there w ere the disciples. Even they som etim es felt the lash o f  
H is wrath. M ark, again, is our narrator. In chapter 10 he tells o f  a day 
when many parents brought their children to H im  for a touch o f  H is  
hand upon them . The disciples, either out o f  cold  appreciation for ch il
dren or out o f  intense anxiety about the M a ster 's  time and strength, in
terfered. T hey tried to push the parents and their little ones aw ay. It 
w as a breach o f  love that Jesus cou ld  not pass by. A s  Mark describes



it, H e  "w a s  m o v ed  w ith indignation, and said unto th em , ‘ Su ffer the lit
tle children to co m e unto m e ; forbid them  not: for to  such belongeth  the 
k in gd om  o f  G o d ’ "  (M a rk  1 0 :1 4 , A S V ) .

A g a in , there w ere the m on ey-chan gers in the tem ple . G o d ’ s house  
o f  praise and prayer had been turned into m a n ’ s h ouse o f  purchase and 
p r o fit  T h e angry ardor o f  our L o rd ’ s h oly  soul laid h old  o f  som e  
thongs used b y  the cattle drivers and flailed out the greedy profiteers 
w ith their anim als, leaving behind, on friend and fo e , an im pression o f  
som ething flam in gly  aw eso m e in character and face o f  the G alilean. 
A s  H is disciples reflected on it, the only  thing they cou ld  think o f  w as a 
passage from  P salm s: "T h e  zeal o f  thine house hath eaten m e u p " 
(P salm  6 9 :9 ) !

Pharisees w ith their frigid form alism ; disciples with their fu ssy , i f  
b rief, self-im portance and unconcern about little children; m erchandis
ers w h o  exploited w orship for profits—these w ere the people on w h om  
the anger o f  Jesus descended.

D oes this strike you  as being in any w ay o d d ? C an you  not think 
o f  others w ho w ere m ore w retchedly deserving o f  H is indignation than 
these? W h a t about the R om an  soldiers w h o kept the Jewish people in 
w hat w as to them  a  degrading subjection? I f  Jesus w as ever angry with  
th em , no a hint o f  it has leaked though into the record.

There w as H erod . H is life  w as indecent and cruel. W a s  there no  
anger poured on h im ? N o n e that is reported.

There w as Pilate. H e  w as a rogue o f  a politician: m thless part o f  
the tim e, diplom atic part o f  the tim e, self-seek in g  all the tim e. N o  an
ger for h im ? N o n e .

O r even Judas—Judas the betrayer—no b oilin g -o ver o f  deserved  
wrath upon h im ? N o n e .

Strange anger, this! W e  had better ponder it w ell. Pharisees, d isci
p les, m on ey-ch an gers—they w ere smitten b y  i t

I f  these w ere objects o f  our Saviour’ s indignation, w hat, in the next 
place, were th e o cca sio n s w h en  H is  feelin gs w e re  lo o se d  in sev erity ?

I have already hinted at these matters but I w ant n ow  to look into 
them  m ore closely .

Take the case o f  the Pharisees w ho sit there scow lin g  in the back
ground on our text. Their dark eyes are saying, " I f  H e heals this man 
on the Sabbath, w e ’ ll m ake it hot for H im !"
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W h a t v exed  the soul o f  Christ w as the warped state o f  m ind and 
the perverted condition o f  heart that could g ive petty rules o f  Sabbath- 
keeping m ore im portance than the w elfare o f  m en . This crippled m an  
could rem ain crippled all his days so far as they were concerned. A ll  
that mattered w as the preservation o f  a m an-m ad e tradition o f  Sabbath- 
reverence.

B ecause the ancient law  o f  Israel prohibited the carrying o f  a need
less "b u rd en " on the Sabbath, the Pharisees had forbidden a tailor to  
have a needle in his p ock et on  that day, or any person to w ear shoes  
w ith nails in them ! The legal technicalities w ere everything; the spirit 
o f  the law  w as nothing. T h is blindness and distortion o f  m ind put a 
flam e in Jesus’ eye and drew  dow n hot rebuke from  H is h oly  lips.

D o  you  think that H is  eye is less flam ing or H is lips less reproving  
today? I d on 't.

W h e n  property values are m ore important to us than hum an values, 
w hen interest in m on ey  surpasses interest in m en , there is still a  searing  
fire o f  indignation within H im . G o d , "w h o  maketh his sun to rise on  
the evil and on the g o o d , and sendeth rain on the ju st and on the un
ju st ,"  has revealed in H is Son  a burning anger against the inhumanity  
o f  m an to m an. A n d it is all the w orse w hen it is "doctored u p " into 
som ething like piety.

O r, take the case o f  the disciples w h o interfered with the little chil
dren w hen they flocked around the blessed M aster. Let us con cede that 
these m en m eant w ell. T h ey  w ere nevertheless far out o f  line with the 
m ind o f  Jesus. H e w as indignant with them  for even im agining that H e  
did not w ant to be bothered with w om en  and their little children. The  
worth o f  a child—how  cou ld  they discount that? H o w  could they be in 
such a fo g  about it?

M a yb e w e had better g iv e  the question another pitch: H o w  can w e  
be so  careless about getting our children to Christ? H o w  can w e be so  
com placent about the sw ift breakdow n o f  m arriage loyalties and the re
sulting dam age to the em otions o f  our children?

H ow  can w e be so erratic and irrational in our treatment o f  our ow n  
ch ild ren -p art o f  the tim e indulgent, part o f  the tim e cruel—that the ter
rified creatures know  not w hat to expect o f  us?

H o w  can w e deceive ourselves into thinking that w e can rear our 
children w ell by proxy? B etw een the day nursery, the public schools, 
the m o v ies , the com ics at the com er drugstore, the alley gang or even  
the Boy Scouts, the son is all taken care o f, while you , father, take it 
easy at the club or raise the g lass in the tavern.
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H o w  can w e  be so content to let the beer and liquor industry, 
through television  and m agazines, m ake our h om es the dum ping  
ground for their "M a d iso n  A v e n u e " cam ou flaged  but none the less p o i
sonous products?

H o w  can w e  rest so  quietly w hile m illions o f  A m e ric a ’ s children  
grow  up in em p ty -m in d ed  ignorance o f  the B ib le  and em pty-hearted ig 
norance o f  the w a y  to new  life in Jesus Christ our L ord?

O r take the case o f  those m oney changers in the tem ple. They  
drew  the h oly  ire o f  the S on  o f  G o d  because they m ade a financially  
profitable traffic out o f  the sanctities and spiritualities o f  the tem ple. 
T hey m ade religion serve their ow n  greedy ends and not the purposes  
o f  G od . That w a s both selfish  and hypocritical.

A n d  h yp ocrisy , let us never forget, struck from  Jesus the spark o f  
such angry protest and rebuke as to m ake one shudder in its presence. 
Still, there w as the churchm an, o f  w h om  a distinguished friend o f  m ine  
told m e , w h o  in his dying hours w as covered w ith rem orse w hen to a 
brother-m inister he con fessed , "I  have used the o ffic e s  o f  the church as 
stepping stones to gratify m y  ow n  am b ition s." H ad he no stinging sense 
that the anger o f  H is  Lord w as kindled against H im  w hile he did it?

These are the evils that ignite anger in Christ: the w'arped m ind that 
rates religious form  above the w elfare o f  needy m en ; the preoccupation  
with other things that keeps us from  bringing little children into the 
w aiting arm s o f  the Saviour; the self-centeredncss that turns the church  
into an "accom m o d ation  train" on w hich w e ride to the realization o f  
our ow n  egoistic ends.

Let m e close by gathering up certain observations on the anger of 
Jesus that, in part, grow out o f  w hat has been already said and, for the 
rest, spring from  our know ledge o f  the B ib le ’ s account o f  H im . I shall 
nam e three.

(1) Christ was never angry for personal or self-regarding rea
sons. Therein m ay  be seen im m ediately the difference between H is an
ger and the kind so com m on  am ong us.

W a s  H e angry w hen he was personally insulted? N ever. W h e n  He 
w as falsely  accused and slandered? N ever. W h e n  they spit in H is 
face? N o . W h e n  they plucked at H is beard9 N o . W h en  they m ocked  
H im  as a m ak e-believe king? N o . W h en  they w hipped H im  with 
scourge? N o . W fien  they nailed H im  to a cross9 N o . N ot a trace o f  it!

Our stupid anger is usually shot through with selfishness or occa 
sioned by pettiness as w hen a motorist cuts in ahead o f  us, a clerk be
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hind the counter d o esn ’ t please us, a m em ber o f  the fam ily  contradicts 
us.

A s  Dr. Charles Jefferson once said: "W e  b ecom e indignant over  
trifles. But in the presence o f  gigantic outrages perpetrated on the 
helpless and the w eak , som e o f  us are as calm  as a sum m er m orn ing." 
T o  our sham e!

(2) That leads readily to m y  second observation: The anger of Je
sus was not only a sinless but a necessary part of His perfect holi
ness of character.

Because Christ’ s love w as so superbly and tenderly sh ow n , a m ass  
o f  people in our day have run o f f  with the false notion  that Jesus w as  
nothing but an incarnation o f  sentimental good-naturedness. Th ey  
should learn that the Christ o f  their soft fancy is not the Christ o f  the 
N e w  T esta m en t W ith in  the perfect tension o f  H is personality Jesus 
held both gentleness and severity, love and hate, for he w ho does not 
n obly  hate cannot m agnificently  love . In the first chapter o f  H ebrew s it 
is said o f  H im  that H e "lo v ed  righteousness and hated iniquity." The  
hatred, the anger, i f  you  please, is but the negative side o f  H is  holiness, 
w h e re o f the positive side is love.

D o you  see what that m eans i f  you and I have H is nature and Spirit 
in us? It w ill take the selfishness out o f  our tem per and g ive it a holy  
quality. It w ill increase our capacity to be angry with the giant evils  
that are blighting bodies and dam ning souls all around us. W h e n  w e  
can put up with these evils tolerantly and calm ly , w e  have parted c o m 
pany with the virile Christ w h o  n ow  and again m ak es us fall back in 
aw e at H is withering indignation.

(3) The final observation is this: The anger of Jesus was tem
pered and textured with grief. H ie  sentence o f  w h ich  our text is part 
goes on to say that Jesus "loo k ed  round about on them  with anger, b e 
ing grieved at the hardening o f  their h e a rt"

So there w as g rie f as w ell as granite in the M aster ’ s anger. I f  H is  
love were all gentleness and no indignation, it w ou ld  b ecom e intoler
ably soft and m ushy. I f  it were all indignation and no com passion , it 
w'ould turn out to be hopelessly  hard and cruel. It is the blending o f  
both.

M oreover, the indignation, I suspect, actually w as for the harden
ing o f  their hearts, the g n c f  was for them . In that com p assion  lay their 
hope—and ours, too , i f  w e have the hum ility to recognize it.
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Seeds o f  Contemplation about

"I  AM WHO I AM "
(E xodu s 3 :1 3 ,1 4 )

God’s Holiness and Creation’ s Health

"G o d  is h o ly  and H e has m ade holiness the m oral condition needed  
for the health o f  H is universe. W h a tever is h oly  is healthy and sound; 
evil is a  dead ly  m oral sickness. S ince G o d ’ s first concern for H is uni
verse is its m oral health—that is, its h oliness—w hatever is contrary to this 
is necessarily  under H is  eternal displeasure. T o  preserve H is creation  
G o d  m u st destroy w hatever w ould  destroy it. [ R e v .l l :1 8 .]  W h e n  H e  
arises to  put dow n iniquity and save the w orld from  m oral ruin, H e  is 
said to be angry. Every wrathful ju d g m en t o f  G o d  in the w o rld ’ s history 
has been  a  h oly  act o f  preservation. The holiness of God, the wrath of 
God, and the health and wellbeing of all creation are inseparably 
united. G o d ’ s wrath is H is utter intolerance o f  w hatever degrades and 
destroys. H e  hates evil as a m other hates the cancer that threatens her 
ch ild ."

—A . W .  T o zer , in The K n o w led g e o f  the H o ly  [E m phasis added] 
*  *  *  k

God’s Refrigerator

"M a y  I share with you a favorite verse o f  m in e? I like it so m uch I 
w rote it on the first page o f  m y  B ible .

‘Because he delights in me, he saved me ' (Ps. 18:19).
"A n d  you  thought he saved you  because o f  your decency. Y o u  

thought he saved you  because o f  your g o o d  w orks. Sorry. I f  that were the 
case , you r salvation w ou ld  be lost w hen your w orks g o t w eak. There are 
m an y reasons G od  saves you : to bring g lory  to h im self, to dem onstrate  
his sovereignty . But one o f  the sw eetest reasons G o d  saved you  is b e 
cause he is fon d  o f  you . H e likes having you around. ‘ A s  a m an rejoices 
o ver his n ew  w ife , so your G o d  w ill rejoice over y o u ’ (Isa. 6 2 :5 ) .

" I f  G o d  had a refrigerator, your picture w ould  be on it. I f  he had a 
w allet, your photo w ould be in it. H e sends you  flow ers every spring and 
a sunrise every  m orning. W h en  you  w ant to talk, h e ’ ll listen. H e can live  
anyw here in the universe, and he ch ose your heart. A n d  the Christm as 
g ift he sent you  in Bethlehem ? Face it, friend. H e ’ s crazy about you .

"T h e  last thing you should w o r n  about is being a nuisance to G o d . 
A ll you  need to concentrate on is doing w hat he tells you  to d o ."

—M a x  Lucado, in A Gentle Thunder

16



[Editor’ s introduction: In 1992, the last year that he published 
RESTORATION REVIEW, Leroy Garrett wrote a series o f  articles 
entitled "What Must the Church o f  Christ Do to be Saved?" He 
meant, saved from futility, irrelevance, sectarianism, obsolescence, 
etc. The following article is from that series. He is addressing pri
marily "mainline" Churches o f  Christ o f  the Stone/Campbell move
ment While Word and Work has always stressed God’ s grace, let us 
not think we need no reminders. Legalism is an ever-present menace 
to all Christians, always. So let’ s read and heed.]

WE MUST STAND IN THE 
GRACE OF GOD

Leroy Garrett

This is the true grace o f  God in which you stand.—1 Peter 5:12

Every m em b er  o f  the Church o f  Christ believes in the grace o f  
G od . T h ey  w ou ld  all readily acknow ledge that w e are saved b y  the 
grace o f  G o d  and not by our ow n  w orks. N o  one am ong us has the 
slightest interest in m inim izing the significance o f  the grace o f  G od .

[But] i f  the Church o f  Christ is to be saved it m ust, as the above  
passage indicates, stand in the grace o f  G o d , and not sim ply believe in 
it. The Church o f  Christ has a head know ledge o f  grace, but at the gut 
level it does not, generally, k n ow  the grace o f  G o d . T o  put it another 
w a y , w e m ust c o m e  to term s w ith the grace o f  G o d , recognizing that it 
is a reality to be realized. It is like living in a house w ired for electricity  
and not being plu gged  into the pow er. T h is is w hy w e ’ re not going  
anyw here, w e ’ re not p lugged in.

W h e n  w e consider w hat grace does fo r  p eop le , w e do not appear to 
have "seen  the grace o f  G o d ,"  to quote A c ts  1 1 :2 3 , even though w e be
lieve it is around. G race m akes believers m ore and m ore like Christ, 
but w e are not k n ow n  for our Christlikeness. G race causes them  to e x 
ult in their b lessin gs, filling them  with jo y , g o o d  hum or, and laughter; 
but w e are not know n for those qualities. G race m akes people gra
cious, less critical, m ore tolerant and m ore accepting; but is this where 
w e are? G race is never what one deserves, but is this w'hat w'e have 
em phasized? G race is G o d ’ s free gift, unconditionally bestow ed, no 
strings attached, but h aven ’ t w'e attached strings9

T o  put all this another w a y , the Church o f  Christ m ay be guilty o f  
doing to the grace o f  G od  what Paul took pains not to do , as in G al. 
2 :2 1 : "1 do not set aside the grace o f  G o d , for i f  righteousness com es  
through the law , then Christ died in v ain ." The R S V  has it, "I do not 
nullify die grace o f  G o d ,"  but Phillips max best express it w ith, "I re
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fu se to m ake nonsense o f  the grace o f  G o d ,"  or perhaps the Jerusalem  
B ib le , " I  cannot bring m y s e lf  to g iv e  up G o d ’ s g ift ."

Th is sh ow s that it is quite possible fo r  Christians to leave unopened  
G o d ’ s precious g ift o f  grace, w hich  is to lay it aside unclaim ed , or to 
m ake nonsense o f  it. B ein g the pragm atic individualists that w e  are, a  
"d o  it y o u rse lf ' p eop le, w e can ’ t believe there are really any free 
lunches, not even in religion. G race can ’ t really be a com p letely  free  
g ift, w e  figure, for w e have to do  our part—b y  repenting or bein g b ap 
tized , or g oin g  to church, or so m eth in g !—fo r it is illogical that G o d  
w o u ld  freely bestow  his grace apart from  our cooperation. It is our 
pragm atism , our hum anism , our flesh ly  p r id e -y e s , our lo g ic —that 
causes us to do what Paul sought to avoid , n u llify  the g ift by failing to 
realize that it w as free, unconditionally free. O f  course it is illogical, 
that is w hat m akes it grace. There is no logic  in giving  heaven itse lf to 
people that do not deserve it.

President N ix o n ’ s pardon illustrates this. H e  w as guilty before the 
ey es o f  the law . H e did not deserve the pardon. There w as nothing he 
did or could do that merited it. H e  w as utterly helpless. A  repre
sentative o f  President Ford delivered the pardon. N ix on  only  needed to  
accept the free gift by signing a docum ent o f  acceptance. H e said it 
w as the m ost difficult thing he ever did.

W h y  w as it so difficult? For the sam e reason grace as a free g ift is 
alw ays difficult for the pride o f  m an to a cc e p t I f  N ix on  had been told  
he deserved the pardon for his devoted service to his country', it w ould  
not have been  difficult for him  to accept. N either w ould it h ave been  
grace. N ix o n ’ s pardon w as an unconditional free gift o f  gra ce , no  
strings attached. O n ly  the enjoym ent o f  the grace w as conditional. H e  
had to accept i t

A n  illustration I borrow  from  A lexan d er C am pbell m ay be better. 
C am p bell w anted to show  that G o d ’ s grace is unconditionally b e 
stow ed to all m ankind, apart from  any w orth, m erit, or w orks on m an ’ s 
part. But the appropriation and enjoym ent o f  the grace is conditional. 
T o  illustrate this he told a story o f  a ship at sea in peril in a raging  
storm . It w as sinking and all on board were lost. A n  old captain o f  the 
sea saw  their predicam ent from  the shore, and out o f  the g oo d n ess and 
mercy' o f  his heart sent his son in a lifeboat into the dangerous sea to 
the d oom ed ship. The son cried to them  am idst the storm  that they 
w ere saved, beckoning them  into the lifeboat. That is grace, C am pbell 
said, sheer grace, apart from  any initiative on the part o f  the lost. The  
bestow al and presence o f  the grace w as unconditional.

But, C am pbell goes on, to appropriate the free gift o f  grace and to 
enjoy its benefits, the m en on the doom ed ship had to get in the life 
boat. Like Peter did on Pentecost in A cts  2 , the son could have cried
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out to the m en on the doom ed ship, "S a v e  you rselves," but this can  
o n ly  m ean som ething like "A c c e p t the g ift "  or "T a k e  advantage o f  w hat 
m y  father has done for y o u ." It w ould  be nonsense to say that the m en  
did anything to m erit the grace. They m erely  reached out and accepted  
an unconditional free g ift o f  grace. That o f  course they had to d o , but 
that m ade the grace no less free.

That is w here baptism  com es in. It is G o d ’ s w ay o f  having us ac
cept the g ift. A n d  even baptism is not som ething w e do as m uch as it is 
som ething done to us. Baptism  is an act o f  grace, appropriating for us  
the free gift.

A n d  even  i f  the m en did, once in the lifeboat, cooperate w ith the 
son in m aneuvering the boat through the tem pestuous sea to shore, all 
o f  them  row ing for their lives, their salvation w as still only by the grace  
o f  the father. They "w orked out their salvation with fear and trem 
b lin g " because they had already been saved b y  grace, not in order to be 
saved b y  their ow n  w orks. That is w h y  w e do good  w orks, not to be 
saved but because w e are saved.

W h ile  no illustration is perfect, that one g oes far in show ing w hat 
grace is and h ow  w e are to respond to i t  D onald B am h ouse is credited  
w ith saying that love that g oes upward is w orship, love that goes out
ward is affection , and love that stoops is grace. That says i t  Grace al
w a y s stoops, to the point o f  being extravagant. W h y  should G o d  g ive  
his Son to die for a recreant bunch like u s? W e  are saved only because  
the great G od  o f  heaven chose to stoop to our level and lift us up.

The Church o f  Christ must boldly  claim  such great texts on grace  
as Eph. 2 :8 -9  as its ow n: "B y  grace y ou  have been saved through faith, 
and that not o f  yourselves; it is the gift o f  G o d , not o f  w orks, lest any
one should b oa st." A n d  Paul’ s great conclusion  m ust be our ow n: 
"T h erefore  w'e conclude that a man is ju stified  by faith apart from  the 
deeds o f  the la w " (R o m . 3 :2 8 ) . A n d  w e m ust plug into som e o f  Paul’ s 
n ot’ s—"N o t  having our ow n righteousness w hich  w e have d o n e ." (T it  
3 :5 ) . L e t 's  claim  the free gift and m ake it our ow n. It is by G o d ’ s 
grace, not by our w orks. It is m ercy that m akes us righteous, not our 
ow n  g oo d n ess. It is by nothing that w e do ourselves.

O n ly  grace w ill free us from our legalism . O nly grace w ill deliver  
us from  the backw ater o f  our sectarianism . O nly grace w ill g ive us the 
assurance o f  our salvation. So long as w e are deceived into believing  
that w e have to do it" and that righteousness is at least partly our ow n  
doing, w e can never be sure o f  our standing with G o d . W e  must real
ize that G od  s grace is not auctioned o f f  to the highest bidder. W e  can 
do nothing to merit it, w e cannot work enough to earn it, w e cannot be 
good  enough to deserve it, we cannot be rich enough to buy it, w e can 
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not m uster enough p o w er to w rest i t  G race is G o d ’ s free g ift, all b e 
cause he loves u s, abundantly and extravagantly.

W h e n  w e "sta n d " in the grace o f  G o d , trusting in his g oo d n ess and 
m ercy, then lo v e , jo y , and peace w ill flood  our hearts. W e  w ill then be 
a m ore gracious p eop le , m agnan im ous, full o f  life and enthusiasm , 
eager to praise G o d  fo r  his great m ercy. W e  w ill take ourselves less se
riously and be able to laugh at our fo ib les. W e  w ill n ot be so  uptight, 
w e ’ ll quit w orrying, be less critical o f  others, m ore accepting, m ore  
forgivin g .

It is the grace o f  G o d  that has m ade the Church o f  Christ a great 
p eop le, but that grace is w aiting to do m uch more with us. I f  w e w ill 
resolve n ow  to be a grace-em pow ered  people, not laying aside the free 
gift, not nullifying it, w e  w ill be destined for spiritual heights that "y o u  
w ou ld  not believe i f  to ld " (H a b . 1 :5).

T h e grace is there, stooped at our feet. L et’ s bend d ow n  and plug  
in and get goin g!

—condensed from  Restoration Review

What the Bible Teaches...

II. ABOU T OUR ONE GOD: FATHER, 
SON AND H O LY SPIRIT

A le x  V . W ilso n

[Due to the complexity o f this topic and to widespread misunder
standing about it, this article is longer than those o f  this series will usu
ally be.]

The One and Only

T he B ible repeatedly stresses the O N E N E S S  (or perhaps better, the 
O N L Y -  N E S S ) o f  the true G o d . It also stresses the im plications o f  this 
truth. "H ear, 0  Israel: The Lord (Yahvveh) our G od  is one Lord. L ove  
the Lord your G od  with all your heart and...soul and...strength" (D eut. 
6 :4 -5 ) .  I f  there are tw o  or m ore g od s, our devotion w ould need to be di
vided up betw een them : 8 0 %  to 2 0 % , or 6 0 %  to 4 0 % , or 5 0 %  to one, 
3 0 %  to the second and 2 0 %  to the third. But since "the Lord is our G od , 
the Lord a lon e" (another possible translation o f  Deut. 6 :4 ) ,  H e deserves  
our total allegiance: 1 0 0 % . Loyalty  w e g ive  to anyone else is insulting  
to the one true G o d , and also harmful to u s-- for w e g ive  it to  a non-god  
w ho cannot help us and to w h o m  w e ow e nothing.

Through the prophet Isaiah the A lm igh ty  said, "1 am the Lord, and 
there is no other: apart from  m e there is no G o d ...."  (4 5 :5 -6 ) .  A n d  the
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apostle Paul w rote , "...T h ere  is but one G o d , the Father, from  w h o m  all 
things cam e and for w hom  w e l iv e ...."  (1 C or. 8 :4 -6 ).O th e r  passages  
w h ich  echo this truth include D e u t 4 :3 5  &  3 9 ; Isa. 4 3 :1 0 ; 4 4 :6 -8 ; &  4 6 :9 ;  
M ark  1 2 :2 8 -3 2 ; 1 T im .2 :5 . Thu s polytheism  is totally rejected, w ith its 
g o d s  w h o are in charge o f  certain geographic regions only or o f  certain 
areas o f  life o n ly  (w ar, lo v e , agriculture, etc .). O ur one true G o d  is su
prem e in every place (D eu t. 4 :3 9 ;  P sa .1 3 9 ) and over every aspect o f  life 
(1 C o r . l 0 :3 1; C o l .3 :17). H e  is the o n ly  true and living G od .

If only One God, then what about Jesus?

B U T  the one G od  is revealed to be Father, Son and H o ly  Spirit: 
T H R E E  in One! A ll w h o  cla im  to believe in the Biblical G o d  agree 
that the Father is G o d ; there is n o  dispute there. But in addition, Jesus 
Christ w as the eternal W o r d  w h o  in the beginning w as with G o d  and 
also h im se lf w as G od . H e created all things that exist but also becam e  
flesh  and dw elt am ong us. (John 1 :1 -1 8 .)

Can w e really believe such things? Unitarians and other "C hristian s" 
o f  liberal theological v iew s, plus Jehovah’ s W itn esses, plus devotees o f  
other religions surely d o n ’ t agree. L et’ s try to see Jesus the w ay  H is  
Jew ish contem poraries w ou ld  have seen him . O f  course, they all were 
totally dedicated to the idea that there is only  one G od . Then a peasant 
from  an o u t-o f-th e-w a y  tow n started saying incredible things. This e x 
carpenter m ade such P E R S O N A L  C L A I M S  as, "I  and the Fathei are 
o n e ,"  and a lso , " I f  you really kn ew  m e , you  w ould know  m y  Father as 
w e ll....A n y o n e  w h o has seen m e has seen the Father." A g a in , he told the 
p eop le , "Y o u  are from  b elo w ; I am  from  above. Y o u  are o f  this w orld ; I 
am  not o f  this w o r ld ....I f  you  do  not believe that I A M  [the one I claim  to 
b e], you  w ill die in your s in s ." Put y o u rse lf in his audience; im agine  
hearing him  m ake such staggering statem ents! (John 1 0 :3 0 , 1 4 :7 -9 ,  
8 :2 3 -2 4 .)

In the Serm on on the M o u n t he said , "M a n y  w ill say to m e on [judg
m ent] day , ’ L ord , Lord, did w e not prophesy in your nam e, and in your  
n am e...p erform  m any m ira cles? ’ Then I w ill tell them plainly , Ί  never  
knew  you . A w a y  from  m e, you  ev ild o e rs !’ "  (M a t t 7 :2 2 -2 3 .)  This is o b v i
ously  a claim  that he w ill ju d ge  the hum an race. Another tim e, speaking  
o f  h im self, he declared, "W h e n  the Son o f  M an  com es in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, he w ill sit on his throne in heavenly glory. A ll  
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate die people  
one from  another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the g o a ts ." H e  
w ent on to claim  that he w ould  decide the eternal fate o f  all those people! 
(M att. 2 5 :3 1 -4 6 .)  Re-read that last quotation again. R em em ber it w as ut
tered by a wandering rabbi, a peasant. On other occasions too he spoke  
o f  "m y  a n g els ," "m y  k in g d o m ," "m y  g lo ry " and "m y  throne"! (F or ex a m 
ple, M att. 1 6 :2 7 -2 8 , 19 :28.) W h a t i f  the Pope, or Martin Luther, or Billy  
G raham  uttered such astounding w ords? W o u ld  w e not say they were 
crazv?
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Reasonable Alternatives and Strong Evidences

A n y  m an w h o  m ak es such claim s forces us to exam in e them  and the 
evidence put forw ard to back them  up, and then reach a decision  about 
him . Jesus’ cla im s w ere so extravagant that i f  they w ere false he m ust 
be either a total lunatic ( i f  he w as sincere but d ece iv e d ), or the biggest 
liar in all history ( i f  he w as a deliberate deceiver)\! (Think about it.) 
B ut i f  they w ere true, then H e w as and is the unique, glorious Son o f  
G o d , the divine-human Lord and only Savior. E V I D E N C E S  supporting  
H is claim s w ere H is  w onderfully  w ise m oral teachin gs; H is uniquely  
righteous character; the O ld  Testam ent prophecies fu lfilled  in H is birth, 
life , m inistry, death and resurrection; the m any m iracles H e perform ed; 
and m ost o f  all H is  rising glorified  from  the dead. (John 5 :3 1 -4 7 ;  
M atL 1 2 :3 8 -4 1 .)  Strong evidence indeed, and firm  as a  great rock!

The early disciples believed in H im , though after H is  death shattered 
their faith it too k  an em pty tom b and repeated appearances by the Risen  
O n e to convince them . W h e n  T h om as saw  H im  he ex cla im ed , " M y  Lord  
and my God\" and Jesus accepted such w orship. (John 2 0 :2 8 -2 9 .)  In the 
rest o f  the N e w  C ovenan t scriptures, the inspired writers often exalt Je
sus as divine L ord and Savior ( "L o r d " itse lf w as an O ld  Testam ent title 
o f  deity). H ere are som e exam ples: "C hrist J esu s ...B E IN G  IN  V E R Y  
N A T U R E  G O D , did not consider equality w ith G o d  som ething to be 
grasped, but m ade h im se lf nothing, taking the very nature o f  a servant, 
being m ade in hum an liken ess....T h erefore...every  tongue [should] con 
fess that Jesus Christ is L o rd ." "In  H im  dw ells A L L  T H E  F U L L N E S S  
O F  T H E  D E IT Y  in bod ily  fo r m ." "T h e  Son is the radiance o f  G o d ’ s 
glory and T H E  E X A C T  R E P R E S E N T A T IO N  O F  H IS  B E I N G " and is 
far "superior to the a n g els ." In heaven the apostle John heard a universal 
chorus w orship the Son equally with the Father. "T o  him  w h o sits on  
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and g lo r y ...."  Thus w e  
see that both the Father and the Son are fu lly  d ivine, within the O ne G od . 
(R eferences: P h i l .2 :6 -1 1; C o l .2 :9 ; H eb . 1 :3 -4 ; R e v .5 :1 3 . O ther passages  
cou ld  be added, including the ones listed b elo w  w h ich  bring together the 
Father, Son , and H o ly  S p irit)

Spirit of the Living God

In addition the Holy Spirit is set forth as fu lly  divine. Jesus prom 
ised that H e w o u ld  pray to the Father, w ho w ould  therefore g ive the dis
ciples "an o th er-o f-th e-sam e-k in d " (G reek w ording) o f  
C om forter/C ou n selor/H elper as H e , Jesus H im se lf, had been to them . Je
sus identified that C ou n selor as the Spirit o f  Truth, the H o ly  Spirit. 
(John 1 4 :1 6 -1 7  &  2 6 .)  H e went on to say that the disciples w ould  actu
ally  be better o f f  with H im  (Jesus) g on e, since the H o ly  Spirit w ould  
com e in H is place. (John 16:6.) Surely the O ne w h o replaced the divine 
Christ w ould also be divine. A g a in , w e see that to lie to the H oly  Spirit 
is to lie to G o d . (A c ts  5 :3 -5 .)  In addition, N e w  Testam ent writers
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quote O ld  Testam ent sayings o f  the Lord but claim  that "the Holy Spirit 
sp ok e" them , thus equating the Spirit with the Lord (com pare A c ts  2 8 :2 5  
with Is a -6 :1 -1 3 , &  H e b .l0 :1 5 -1 7  with J er.31 :3 1 -3 4 ) .

Finally, w e see that several tim es Scripture mentions the Holy 
Spirit along with the Father and the Son, as distinct and yet working 
together in divine oneness. H ere are m ajor exam ples o f  this: ( \)At Je
sus ' baptism (M a tt .3 :1 6 -1 7 )  the Father’ s voice w as heard, the Son  w as  
being baptized, and the Spirit appeared as a  dove). (2 )In the Great Com
mission (M a tt2 8 :1 9 ) w e are told to "baptize in the N a m e [one] o f  the Fa
ther and o f  the Son and o f  the H o ly  Spirit" [three]. T h at’ s bad gram m ar  
but g oo d  theology! I f  the H o ly  Spirit is m erely "the spirit o f  J e h o v a h -  
that is, Jehovah h im s e lf -ju s t  as your spirit is you , not som eon e distinct 
from  y o u " [as Jehovah’ s W itn esses  cla im ], then w h y w ou ld  H e be m en 
tioned here as distinct from  the Father and Son? O n the other hand, H is  
being put alongside them  in this and other passages clearly show s H is  
full deity. W e  w ould rightly cringe from  reading o f  "the Father, the Son  
and the angel G a b rie L .o r  the apostle P a u L .o r  M artin L uther." But the 
H oly  Spirit belongs alongside die Father and the Son in the one G o d 
head. (3 )A  third passage w here this is revealed is in a wonderful prayer 
where blessings are sought from  each o f  the three: read 2  C or. 1 3 :1 4 . 
O ther such passages include John 1 5 :2 6 , 1 6 :7 -1 0  &  2 0 :2 1 -2 2 ;  A c ts  1 :4 - 
5 , 2 :3 2 -3 3 , 5 :3 0 -3 2 , &  7 :5 5 ; R o m .8 :1 4 -1 7 ; 1 C or. 1 2 :4 -6 ; G a l.4 :4 -6 ;  
Eph. 4 :4 -6  &  2 :1 8 ; 1 Pet. 1:2 &  4 :1 4 ; 1 John 3 :2 1 -2 4 , 4 :2 -3  &  1 2 -1 4 ; 
etc. N otice  how m any references there are. It is absolutely false w hen  
som e cults claim  that "believers in the so -called  Trinity base this doctrine 
on just a very few  obscure verses, w hich they m isinterpret."

Conclusions regarding God’s Tri-une Nature

W e  conclude from  our study o f  Scripture that there is only one true 
G od . Y e t  the Father is G o d , the Son is G o d , and the H o ly  Spirit is G od . 
But the Father is not the Son nor the Spirit; the Son is not the Father nor 
the Spirit; and the Spirit is not the Father nor the S o n --fo r  Jesus prayed  
to the Father (not to H im se lf) ; and the Father sent the Spirit (H e  didn’t 
send H im se lf); etc. Th is is truth w hich logic cannot understand. But 
since G o d ’ s W o r d  clearly teaches all three o f  these points, w e should ac
cept it by faith. S om eon e observed, " A  G o d  sm all enough for our m inds 
w ould not be big enough for our n eed s." O r as John W e s le y  said, "B rin g  
m e a w orm  that can understand a m an, and I w ill show' you  a m an that 
can understand G o d ."

So  w e sum m arize our study in this w ay: G od  is O n e-in -T h ree, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit being united yet distinct in one Deity.
There is still m ore to be said , for w e must deal with verses such as Jesus’ 
statement, "T h e  Father is greater than I ,"  and Paul’ s declaration, "T h e  
head o f  Christ is G o d ."  W e  shall look at this aspect o f  teaching about the 
relationships within the D eity in our next article, Lord w illing.
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A Little Revelation Of God
R . H . B oll

T he fifth  verse o f  the eighty-sixth  Psalm  is a precious revelation o f  
G o d , H is character and w a y s ; and it constitutes a call to prayer. The  
entire psa lm  is a  call to prayer, but the w h ole  o f  it focu ses in the fifth  
verse: "For thou Lord art good , and ready to forgive, and abundant in 
lovingkindness unto all them that call upon thee." H ere w e have three 
distinct statem ents: the first an inducem ent and invitation; the second, 
an assurance to those w h o c o m e ; and the third, a great prom ise. "T h o u  
Lord art g o o d "—in that lies the inducem ent and invitation. "A n d  ready  
to fo r g iv e "—that is an assurance to any w h o  m ay  feel hopeless because  
o f  personal unw orthiness. "And abundant in lovingkindness unto all 
them  that call upon th e e "—that is the sure prom ise to those w h o m ake  
the approach. L et us take a  closer lo ok  at these item s.

How God Is Good

T h e L ord is good. W e  are obliged to Paul for giving  us a clearer  
view  o f  the m eaning o f  that w ord. "S ca rce ly  for a righteous m an w ill 
one die: for peradventure fo r  the good  m an som e one w ou ld  even dare 
to d ie ," he says in R om  5 :7 . So then a g o o d  m an is som ething m ore  
than a righteous m an. A  righteous m an is honest, upright, honorable, 
ju st, irreproachable. A  g oo d  m an is all that, plus som ething m ore. H e  
is w arm -hearted, sym pathetic, lovin g . H e  does not m erely  m ete out 
ju stice—he show s undeserved m ercy. H e  is "k in d  tow ard the unthank
ful and e v il ."  (L uke 6 :3 5 .)  H e is bighearted, friendly, unselfish , con 
cerned fo r  your happiness and w elfare. H e  lays h im se lf out for you . 
H e g o es  to trouble and g o es  out o f  his w ay  to m ake sacrifice on your  
behalf, w hen  no such things could fairly be expected o f  h im . In even - 
trouble and difficulty  you  have his interest, coun sel, help. H e over
look s you r faults—he lo ves you in spite o f  yourself. For such a m an  
som eone w ou ld  dare to die.

Perhaps you have had such a friend at som etim e. Perhaps, and 
m ore than likely , it w as mother. She w as good  to you . Y o u  could g o  
to her in every jo y  and distress, and she entered into your jo v s  and 
w o es with y ou , as only  m other could and w ou ld . A n d  she helped and 
encouraged and com forted. W e ll—those are som e o f  the things w e as
sociate in our m inds with the thought o f  goodness. N o w , the Lord is 
good. That is your invitation. I f  you  seek H im  you are not com ing to  
an en em y , to a critic, to an austere ju d g e , but to O ne w ho is g o o d -  
g o o d , like m other, the w arm , faithful friend. On this b o so m , as it w ere, 
you can sob  out the w h ole story o f  your failure and sin and loss—and 
there'll be no ridicule, no upbraiding, no condem nation; only love , in
terest, m ercy , com fort, help , all backed with infinite w isdom  and 
pow er. "O h  taste and see that Jehovah is g oo d : blessed is the man that
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taketh refuge in h im ." (Ps. 3 4 :8 )  C om e, c om e. In that heart o f  g o o d 
ness there is rest and h om e, such as your w andering soul has long  
sought and has n ever found.

God Ready To Forgive

The second item  in Ps. 8 6 :5  is the great assurance. The Lord is 
"ready to forgive." W h a t w ould  bar us from  that Presence and that all- 
encom passing g oo d n ess and m ercy? Is it not the stain o f  guilt upon the 
con science, the consciousness o f  past sin, and the sense o f  condem na
tion that g oes with it? So m eh o w  it appears b igger and look s w orse as 
w e approach the circle o f  light. "D epart from  m e , for I am  a  sinful 
m an, 0  L o rd ," said Sim on Peter. "W o e  is m e , for I am  undone; for I 
am  a m an o f  unclean lips . . .  and m y  eyes have seen Jehovah o f  hosts, 
the K in g !"  excla im ed Isaiah w hen he saw  the H o ly  O ne o f  Israel. H is  
light ju d ges us, and yet—there H e is, ready to forgive. A n d  w hen He 
forgives, w e are forgiven . It is G o d  that justifieth—w h o is he that con - 
dem neth? T h e forgiven ess is there, all ready to be bestow ed. The re
turning prodigal needs not stand and knock and plead for admittance: 
his father has seen him  w hen he w as yet a great w ay  o f f  and runs to 
m eet h im . H e is ready to forgive . The only reason w h y one should go  
unforgiven is that he has never turned to G o d  in h um ble trust and peni
tence, to be fo rgiv en . B e sure, "a  broken and contrite heart the Lord  
w ill not d e sp ise ." (P s. 5 1 :1 7 .)  A n d , once forgiven , the w ay o f  prayer 
is clear.

"T o  G o d  I ’ m  reconciled,
H is pardoning voice I hear;
H e ow ns m e for H is child ,

I need no longer fear.
W ith  confidence I now  draw nigh, 
and ‘ Father, A b b a , Father,’ c r y ."

Abundant Lovingkindness To Everyone

Finally, the great prom ise. H e  is "abundant in lovingkindness unto 
all them  that call upon h im ." The term "abu n dant" arrests our attention. 
It m eans "o v e r flo w in g ."  N o t only a little, not only  sufficient, not only  
enough to m eet the need, but an excess and o v erflo w  o f  lovingkindness  
is g iven , not to so m e only , but to all them  that call upon him . This is 
O ld  Testam ent te a c h in g -n e v e r  canceled or re-called in the N ew  Testa
m ent, for it a lw ays form s the basis on w hich the N e w  Testam ent 
builds. But the N e w  is higher and greater. (Y e t  one w ould  wish that 
Christians held even the O ld Testam ent conception and acted on it!) 
T o  us G od  is Father. H ere the Son, w ho from  eternity has been in the 
b osom  o f  the Father (John 1:18) and know s all the secrets o f  H is heart, 
g ives us a deeper w ord. I f  even you , though y ou  are ev il, know  how  to 
bestow  good g ifts  on your children w hen they appeal to y ou , (I am  
paraphrasing H is w o rd s)—how much more w ill vour Father w ho is in
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h eaven  g iv e  g o o d  things to them  that ask H im ? (M att. 7 :1 1 .)  Just as 
m u ch  m ore as H e is better that the best o f  these earthly fathers. H e  "is  
able to do exceeding abundantly a bove all that w e ask or th in k ." S o  it 
is w ritten; so  it is. A n d  i f  w e b elieve it, w ouldn 't  w e pray m ore?

A Safe Proposal

There never w as such a  proposition as that im plied in Ps. 8 6 :5 .  
There is absolutely nothing to lo se , and all to gain . H e is g o o d —you  
m a y  c o m e , even y ou , ju st as you  are, and you  w ill find H im  so. In fact 
H e  has at suprem e sacrifice, opened a w ay that w e m ay  com e and be  
received and heard. T h en , H e is ready to forgive. Every obstacle can  
be rem oved . E very sin can be clean sed , w ill be cleansed, even the scar
let and crim son o nes. Then the prom ise o f  superabounding lovin gkin d
ness to everyone that calls upon H im . W h y  not take H im  up on that, in 
faith? O h  y e s , there are all the m an y  i f  s and but’ s with w hich  you  
h ave hedged y o u rse lf out these years. Leave them  o f f  at once; or break  
over and break through, and com e with boldness to the throne o f  grace. 
O f  course there are conditions o f  acceptable prayer; but they can all be  
reduced to one thing. D o  you  mean it? Is your face to the light o f  the 
Father’ s hom e and your back to the far country? Is it a believing and 
penitent heart that you  are bringing? Then com e confidently ; and you  
w ill find H im  better than you  had dared to hope or dream .

ESTH ER ELSTON  FO R C AD E
Esther Elston w as b o m  at C ov in gton , Indiana, A p n l 14, 1 9 0 2 , and 

passed aw ay N ov em b er 2 1 , 1 9 9 6 , at the age o f  ninety-four. She w as  
the you ngest daughter o f  B en J. and A d e lla  E llm ore Elston. She had  
three sisters and one brother all o f  w h o m  preceded her in death. She  
w a s baptized into Christ at an early age by her father in H arper, K a n 
sas.

She w'as married M a y  2 5 , 1 9 2 9 , to James M iller  Forcade and to  
this union three daughters w ere b o m . V irgin ia , the youngest, preceded  
her in death. She is survived by her spouse o f  6 7  years, daughter H ar
riet H aw ley  and G ary; daughter D orcas Brock and T o m ; son -in -law  
D avid  M cC la in ; 11 grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren.

She w as a lifelong lover o f  m u sic—singing and teaching m usic  
m ost o f  her life. She wrote spontaneous poetry, bodi serious and hu
m orous. She practiced osteopathy in D eR idder with her husband for  
several years before they entered the foreign m ission field . T h ey  
served the Lord in Z im b ab w e, A fr ic a , Japan, and in several locations in 
the U .S . They retired in D eR idder, Louisiana.

She passed aw ay quietly w hile her 2 living daughters and one o f  
her son s-in -law  were singing som e o f  her favorite hym ns.
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A Tribute to F. G. "Bob" Yarbrough by his grandson

O ur Captain ’ ’ D A D D Y  B O B ”
M ark Yarbrough

O n  N o v em b er  2 8 , 1 9 9 6 , the Creator o f  the U niverse ushered hom e  
through the p o w er o f  Jesus Christ the captain o f  our fam ily  ship. For  
m any years the captain’ s callused hands faithfully directed our precious 
v essel through the waters o f  life . H is steadfast w isd om , founded in an 
utter dependence on the truth o f  G o d ’ s W o r d , is one that defined and 
taught Christian leadership.

W h ile  his im pact g o es far beyond w hat I can relate today, I do  
know  that his g o d ly  servanthood w as a specific  m odel displayed for the 
"m a le " apprentices given to his care. A s  one o f  those understudies, I 
w ould like to relay m y  observation as I w atched the captain m ov e to  
and fro am on g his crew .

First, the captain view ed h im se lf as one w h o w as not ju st the cap
tain, but part o f  the crew  itself. In other w o rd s, on countless occasions  
he helped sw ab the deck, m end the nets, and repair broken m asts. H is  
years o f  patience and maturity allow ed him  to pass golden  nuggets o f  
spiritual w ealth  on to those he loved . W h e n  w e w ere tired, he encour
aged . W h e n  w e  w ere w eary, he carried us. W h e n  w e w ere frustrated, 
he provided solutions. W h e n  w e w ere distant, he cam e near. A n d  
whether w e  knew  it or not, at all tim es he prayed.

S econ d , the captain w as not afraid to cry w hen the crew', or any o f  
our associates hurt. H e w as gifted with the rem arkable ability to stand 
and provide peace in the m idst o f  ch aos. H e  could calm  storms w hen  
no one else cou ld , and he could rem ind those in pain o f  the com fort  
that only  G o d  can g iv e .

Finally, the captain daily rem inded his crew  to serve the Lord with  
jo y . H e  w as not above having fun with us. H e laughed m ore than he 
cried. Sm iled  m ore than w as hum anly p ossib le , and gave encouraging  
hugs and kisses in an attempt to break d ow n  any w alls that w ould h am 
per an open line o f  com m unication. In short, he gave o f  h im self in or
der to prom ote a full life o f  love that can only  be found in Jesus Christ.

O ur captain ’ s nam e w as D add}' B o b . A lth ough  it is com forting to 
know that he is with the Savior, his physical absence is one that tem pts 
us to pitch our tents into the despair, hopelessness, and g rie f that 
plagued the disciples on G oo d  Friday. H ow ev er, their Friday g rie f is 
now overshadow ed by the pow er o f  Resurrection Sunday. A s  a result, 
those in Christ are prom ised the sam e "im p erish ab le" physical resurrec
tion at H is return. In other w ords, the resurrection o f  Christ, as the first 
fruits am on g the dead, assures us o f  the sam e prom ises and blessings.
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T h erefore , our prayer is that the fu lfillm en t o f  G o d ’s prom ises w ill be 
soon . M aranatha -  C o m e qu ick ly , Lord Jesus.

In the m eantim e, our fa m ily  ship m ust continue to sail. H e taught 
tw o  fine sons h ow  to stand up and steer their respective boats in the di
rection they should g o . W h ile  today w e  analogously  stand in the sad
ness o f  G o o d  Friday—rem em ber this: D ad dy B o b  trusted Christ; and 
because o f  that— S U N D A Y ’ S C O M I N G !

W ILLIAM  CAREY
"FATH ER OF MODERN MISSIONS"

PART 2 [Part 1 was in Oct.)
Paul A .  B eals

Carey Was Committed to Church Planting

Carey alw ays m aintained his love fo r  p eop le, w hich w as m anifest 
in his m inistry in India. H e  and his colleagu es preached the W o r d  on  
every  possible occasion. Y ea rs passed . Finally in 1 8 0 0  K rishna Pal, a 
H in du , con fessed Christ as his Savior. W h a t  rejoicing! Both  Felix, 
C arey ’ s oldest son, and C arey accom panied K rishna to the river for his 
baptism  in the com pany o f  m an y  eyew itnesses. John Clark M arshm an, 
described the scene o f  K rishna’ s baptism :

"A t  the ghat, or landing stairs, the governor and several Europe
ans, and a large body o f  Portuguese, and a dense crowd o f  Hindus 
and Mahomedans, were waiting to witness this novel ceremony. To  
this assembly Mr. Carey explained that they did not believe there was 
any divine virtue in the river, but regarded it as the simple element o f  
water; that Krishnu was formerly o f  their creed, but professed by the 
present act to renounce his belief in the gods, and to become a disci
ple o f  Jesus Christ The most perfect silence and a feeling o f  deep 
solemnity pervaded the whole assembly, and the governor was 
melted in tears."

That afternoon the L o rd ’ s Supper w as adm inistered in Bengali. 
O ther converts slo w ly  jo in ed  the ranks, and by 1821 som e 1 4 0 0  b eliev 
ers w ere active in local a ssem blies. Local churches continued to be a 
centerpiece o f  the Seram pore m ission .

Carey Participated in Partnership Ministry

The year 1800 was a watershed in W illiam  Carey’ s life. Prior to 
this time, he had seived virtually alone with his fam ily. Dr. John 
Thom as, with w hom  Carey went to India, proved to be a disappoint

28



m ent. O n  O ctober 13 , 1 7 9 9 , a party o f  new  m issionaries arrived in In
dia. A m o n g  them  w ere Joshua and H annah M arshm an with their three 
children, and a single m an, W illia m  W a r d . T h ese three, C arey, 
M arsh m an , and W a r d , form ed the fa m ed  Seram  pore Trio—a translator, 
an educator, and a  printer. Shunned b y  India’ s colonial governm ent, the 
n ew  arrivals w ere w elco m ed  b y  C olon el B ie in the D anish settlem ent 
o f  Seram pore. C arey and his fam ily  jo in ed  the n ew  group on January 
10 , 1 8 0 0  to begin a  d ecad es-lon g m inistry that w ould g o  dow n in the 
annals o f  m ission  history. A .  Christopher Sm ith observes:

"They were amazingly close-knit as a leadership team. For sev
eral decades they complemented one another in a intricate way. In
deed, very few people in Britain ever realized how dependent Carey 
was on his partners for insight and a wide range o f  initiatives. This in 
itself should alert us to the great need there is to refrain from assum
ing that Carey should be given the limelight, while his lesser-known 
colleagues fade into the background."
C arey h im se lf expressed deep appreciation for his partners-in-m is- 

sion. In a letter to A n d rew  Fuller he said:

"Brother Ward is the very man we wanted: he enters into the 
work with his whole soul. I have much pleasure in him, and expect 
much from him. Brother Marshman is a prodigy o f  diligence and 
prudence, as is also his wife in the latter; learning the language is 
mere play to him; he has already acquired as much as I did in double 
the time."
C arey w as no m ore a loner than the L on e Ranger. Even he needed  

T on to  and Silver.

H e  w as quick to recognize the unique gifts o f  his fe llow  w orkers. 
H annah M arshm an proved to be the m other o f  the Seram pore m issio n 
ary children. A m o n g  those needing attention were C arey ’ s ow n  F elix  
and W illia m . C arey w as no disciplinarian, and his w ife  D orothy was  
incapacitated b y  m ental illness. B oth  M rs. M arshm an and W illia m  
W a rd  tam ed these teenagers w ho later served with distinction as m is 
sionaries.

T he annals o f  m ission  history' reveal that interpersonal relation
ships am on g m issionaries can be a m ost grievous problem . T o  deal 
with this eventuality, C arey "p rop osed  a w eek ly  m eeting, wherein any  
com plaints could be ventilated for explanation and adjustm ent, or for  
ack n ow led gem en t and pardon. Th is sim ple Christian treatment, and 
the spirit that w as in them  all, kept the fellow sh ip  throughout the years 
healthful and c le a n ."

T he lasting legacy com ing dow n to us from  Serampore is the 
Seram pore C ovenant o f  1804 . T h ey  read the fo llow in g  11 statements 
together three tim es a year:

1. T o set an infinite value on  men s souls.
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2. To acquaint ourselves with the snares which hold the minds o f  the peopled.
3. To abstain from whatever deepens India’ s prejudice against the gospel.
4. To watch for every chance o f  doing the people good.
5. To preach "Christ crucified" as the grand means o f  conversions.
6. To esteem and treat Indians always as our equals.
7. To guard and build up "the hosts that may be gathered."
8. To cultivate their spiritual gifts, ever pressing upon them their missionary' 

obligation, since Indians only can win India for Christ
9. To labor unceasingly in biblical translation.
10. To be instant in the nurture o f  personal religioa
11. To give ourselves without reserve to the Cause, "not counting even the 

clothes we wear our o w a "

E . Pritchett, a  m issionary to B urm a observed:

"The brethren in Serampore are men to be wondered at: I speak 
o f  Carey, Marshman and Ward; or, i f  you will, Peter, James and 
Joha The former is most remarkable for his humility; he is a very' 
superior man, and appears to know nothing about it  The great man 
and the little child unite in him, and, as far as 1 can see, he has at
tained to the happy art o f  ruling and overruling in connection with 
the others mentioned, without his asserting his authority, or others 
feeling their subjection; and all is done without tire least appearance 
o f  design on his part."

Carey Learned Perseverance In Adversity

Torrents o f  tears and stunned silence before G o d  w ere fam iliar fare 
for W illia m  C arey. H is  adversities centered around death, devastation, 
and division .

First, death plagued C a rey ’ s path. D orothy, his first w ife , finally  
agreed to accom pany h im  to India in 1793 . T o  her credit she w as o f  
solid Puritan stock, endured poverty at C arey ’ s side in their early years, 
conquered illiteracy, bore seven children, and w as even  w illin g  to b e 
com e a Baptist. H o w e v e r , the loss o f  little A n n  and L u cy , each in her 
second year, and five y ear-old  Peter’ s fall to fever in India, as w ell as 
isolation from  fam ily  in England and the uncertainties o f  m issionary  
life , led to her insanity and eventual death after years o f  suffering. 
Carey w as patient and lovin g  to the end, referring to her in his corre
spondence as "p o or M rs . C a rey ." D orothy died on D e c . 8 , 1 8 0 7 . Their  
oldest son Felix preceded Carey in an untim ely death in 1 8 2 2 , a g n e f  
that he took with him  to the grave.

Charlotte von R um oh r, C a rey ’ s second w ife , passed aw ay after 13 
years o f  unparalleled happiness in C a rey ’ s life. H e w as devastated by  
her death and requested that at his death he be buried by her side.

A larm in g deaths in England snatched aw ay som e o f  C a rey 's  sup
port team . First, John S u tc liff was taken and then Andrew  Fuller w ho

30



had stood b y  Carey from  the very beginning o f  their jo in t  venture. 
C arey could only rest his g r ie f on a sovereign G od .

Secon d , devastation stalked C arey ’ s path. The fire that destroyed  
the Seram pore press including years o f  translation w ork is the best 
know n o f  C arey ’ s reverses. It happened on M arch 11, 1 8 1 2 . H e  w as  
in Calcutta at Fort W illia m  C olleg e  at the tim e and returned to Seram 
pore the next evening. D r. M arshm an had gone to g ive h im  the new s. 
W ith  his eyes brim m ing with tears, Carey said, "In  one short evenin g, 
the labors o f  years are con su m ed . H o w  unsearchable are the w a y s o f  
G o d ! . . . T h e Lord has laid m e  low  that I m ay look m ore sim ply  to  
H im ."  N o  self-p ity . Carey and his pundits sim ply plodded on w ith re
vised versions o f  the lost w ork that resulted in even better translations. 
Supporters in England rallied with funds to the point that they were  
asked to stop their contributions. Out o f  fire cam e refinem ent in char
acter and w ork.

Conclusion

During C arey ’ s last years, he revised m anuscripts, w rote, and m in 
istered the W o r d  as he w as able.

O ne o f  his last visitors w as A lexan der D u ff, the Scots m issionary. 
O ne day as D u ff  was leaving, C arey called to h im , "M r . D u ff, you  have  
been speaking about Dr. C arey , D r. Carey. W h e n  I am g on e , say noth
ing about D r. C a r e y -sp e a k  about D r. C arey ’ s Saviour."

In the presence o f  his third w ife , his sons, and close associates, 
Carey passed quietly into the L o rd ’ s presence on June 9 , 1 8 3 4 , as the 
m orning sun broke over the horizon. A t  his request, C arey ’ s sim ple  
grave m arker states:

W illia m  Carey  
B o m  A u g u st 17, 1761  

D ied: A  w retched, poor and helpless w orm  
O n T h y  kind arms I fall.

Mary D rew ery sum m arizes C arey ’ s life:

"Carey had a remarkable intelligence which he used with re
markable application. He was patient, persistent, stubborn and hum
ble and faithful. The unsuccessful school teacher o f Moulton  
developed into the translator, orientalist and college professor o f  
Serampore. The shoemaker o f  Northamptonshire took the gospel to 
India even as the tent-maker o f Tarsus did to Europe. It is at once a 
glory and a wonder that faith in God can so transform a man."

Carey leaves us a final word: " I f  G od  gives us work to do , and fits 
us for it, and strengthens us in it, that is enough."

|Reprinted and condensed by Permission from M ission F ron 
tiers Bulletin. Dr. Paul A. Beals is President o f  the Ev angelical M is- 
siological Society.!



NEWS and NOTES
Edited by Jack B laes

Louisville Thanksgiving Day 
Meeting

4 6 0  people attended the 
m eeting this year, and an offerin g  
o f  around $ 5 ,9 0 0  w as g iven  for  
Portland Christian S ch o ol. The  
P C H S  chorus sang so m e w onder
ful praise so n g s, and M ik e  A b 
bott gave a  g o o d  m essa ge .

S.B.S. Promotional Supper
This w as held tow ard the end  

o f  first sem ester at the S chool o f  
B iblical Studies. Form er student 
D avid  Johnson, n o w  preaching in 
T ell C ity , Ind., gave the d evo 
tional. H e m entioned b lessings  
h e ’ d received at S B S : being
taught to stand on the B IB L E , 
and to appreciate G o d ’ s G R A C E  
and to depend on T H E  H O L Y  
SP IR IT .

2 N D  S E M E S T E R  at S B S  b e
gins on M o n . Jan. 6 . A  g oo d  
spirit prevailed during the first 
sem ester. T A K E  A D V A N T A G E  
O F  O U R  S C H O O L ! For m ore  
info  call (5 0 2 ) 7 7 8 -6 1 1 4 .

A Note From A Writer
"T h e  Septem ber issue w as  

especially g oo d : The story o f  
Polvcarp and other martyrs and 
persecution. K eep  it u p ."

-Stanley Paher.

B ro. Paher is a publisher o f  
thought-provoking Christian m a 
terials. H e also has authored sev 
eral b ooks, including "T h e  
Eternal Covenant o f  P eace." Y o u

m ay write him  at 4 1 3 5  B adger  
C ir., R en o , N V  8 9 5 0 9 .

Bro. Moto Asks Questions
H e desires inform ation about 

the W estern  B ible  and Literary  
Sch ool in O d essa  M issou ri, 19 07  
-  19 16 . A ls o  about w h y  the for
eign m ission  w ork am on g  
Churches o f  Christ early in this 
century w as m ostly  carried out 
b y  the prem ill congregations  
(though b y  m id-century that had 
greatly ch an ged)? I f  you  have 
ideas re: this, write him  at. 1381  
K oaram a, N a g a sa k a -C h o , K itak - 
o m a -G u n , Y a m a n a sh i-K en , J A 
P A N  4 0 8 .

Churches, Please Send Us 
Reports Or Bulletins

. . .  so  that m an y m ore con 
gregations w ill be heard from  in 
our N e w s &  N o tes colu m n. O th
ers w ant to kn ow  w hat’ s going  
on at Y O U R  church.

Operation Mobilization
The Lord has blessed abun

dantly this year. In fact, the 
value o f  b ook s m ovin g  through  
the w arehouse this year is triple 
that o f  19 93 . T he problem  is, w e  
have not tripled the sta ff to m atch  
the volum e o f  g oo d s. That 
m eans w e have had to w ork m ore  
efficiently to keep up. O ne o f  the 
w ays to w ork better is to m ake  
the com puter w ork for u s , and 
another w ay is to reorganize the 
storage areas. I f  you stop by the 
w arehouse in the next fe w  w eeks  
\ ou will see that the bulk storage
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area is turned upside d o w n . R ob  
Jones, the warehouse m an ager, is 
w orking hard to reorganize racks 
and pallets in w a y s that w ill 
m ake for m ore efficien t storage 
space. W e  are a lso  trying to im 
plem en t the use o f  handheld  
scanners to  m ake the p icking and 
packing o f  orders m ore accurate 
and keep the inventory up to  
date. W e  still have m an y  b o x es  
o f  b ooks that need to be sorted  
and labelled so that they can be 
put into inventory. There is al
w ays a  need for m ore w orkers. 
W e  do have volunteers c o m e  in 
from  tim e to tim e to help u s , and  
that is g o o d , but there is still 
m uch to be done.

C in d y ’ s parents had 10  b o o k -  
tables this fa ll, w hich  resulted in  
9 w eek s straight o f  travel w ith  
only  a day or tw o at h om e b e 
tw een  trips to unload and reload. 
The L ord has given  them  stam ina  
to keep goin g . - -  K en  and C indy  
C row der Brady

The Hi-Lysine Corn Project
W e  have so m an y reasons to  

rejoice. H ollace is recovering  
very w ell from  a  stroke o f  last 
M a y . The only rem aining handi
cap is speech com m unications. 
Speech therapy continues and 
progress is quite evident, al
though Ila answ ers the ph on e.

W e  rejoice in the 1 9 9 6  c o m  
crop. The yield  is very good  
with over eight thousand bushels  
n ow  in the bin and dried. G o d ’ s 
B lessin g! The only dow nside to 
the harvest is that c o m  prices are 
som ew hat higher than in pre
vious years. It w ill cost $ 5 .0 0  
per 6 0  pound bag this year for  
c o m  w hich w e hope is still a f

fordable for groups to  sponsor  
shipm ents. D uring 1 9 9 6  c o m  
w as shipped to M e x ic o , H on du
ras, H aiti, A rm en ia , Z a m b ia , and 
K orea, all in the nam e o f  C h rist

Y o u r  responses to  our needs  
fo r  prayer and physical help in  
this past year is b eyon d our c o m 
prehension. W e  continue to hear 
from  churches, organizations, 
and individuals around the w orld  
that have prayed fo r  us and the 
p ro ject Thank y o u . W e  serve an 
aw esom e G od .

In N ov em b er 1 1 0 0  bags w ent 
out from  this y ear ’ s crop. The  
H eid , H aw ley  and A lle n  fam ilies  
w ere especially helpfu l. The  
m en  cam e back and built a  r o o f  
fo r  the shelter or "p o rc h " so  the 
trucks can be covered as loading  
is done. —Sincerely, H ollace & 
Ila Sherw ood

[I f  you w ant their fu ll report, 
or to be put on their m ailing l is t  
write them  at: R R # 1  B o x  4 0 8  
M itch ell, IN  4 7 4 4 6 . Ph.: (8 1 2 )  
8 4 9 -2 6 4 0 ]

From Sister Irene Allen 
(Eagle River, Alaska)

"M y  church fa m ily  hovers 
over m e and there is a  sw eet 
spirit am ong us. W e ’ re having  
less than 5 1 /2 hrs. o f  daylight 
n o w ." [But she has a perfect 
source for all the light she needs. 
See what she writes next. -  J.B.J

"H e  (the Eternal God) 
teaches m e new  truths in H is  
W o r d  and I ’ve had unusual an
swers to prayer."

L et’ s keep Irene in our 
prayers.



PERFECT PEACE 
FOR A NEW YEAR

I LOOK NOT BACK-God knows the fruitless efforts, 
The wasted hours, the sinning and regrets;
I leave them all with Him who blots the record,
And graciously forgives, and then forgets

I LOOK NOT FORWARD-God sees all the future,
The road that short or long, will lead me home,
And He will face with me its every trial,
And bear for me the burden that may come.

I LOOK NOT ‘ROUND ME~then would fears assail me, 
So wild the tumult of life’s restless seas,
So dark the world, so filled with war and evil,
So vain the hope of comfort and of ease

I LOOK NOT INWARD—that would make me wretched, 
For I have naught on which to stay my trust;
Nothing I see but failures and shortcomings,
And weak endeavors crumbling into dust

BUT I LOOK UP-into the face of JESUS!
For there my heart can rest, my fears are stilled;
And there is joy, and love, and light for darkness,
And perfect peace, and every hope fulfilled

—Frances Ridley Havergal


