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Purple Aliens Spotted in Church Kitchen
G ene Shelburne

Generating excitem ent can be tough! I laughed at a cartoon I saw  
recently w h ich  pictured a perplexed church m em ber reading the front 
page o f  a church bulletin entitled The Stone V a lle y  Church Enquirer.

Th ese w ere the headlines: Purple A lien s Spotted in Church
Kitchen. Is Church Elder R eally  E lv is?  Church R ecords Say Y e s !  
L ose 2 0  L b s. b y  Playing in the B e ll C hoir! T h e cartoon w as captioned, 
"A ttem p ts to m ake the church new sletter m ore exciting w ere getting  
out o f  h an d ." Indeed!

B y  the sam e token, a church grow th "ex p ert" w as once asked what 
a  struggling church cou ld  do to m ake its w orship the sort o f  exciting  
event that w ould increase attendance and com pete with the slick lv- 
packaged T V  services, sports events, recreational activities, etc., w hich  
conspire to draw aw ay  m em bers. H e  replied that churches pretty m u ch  
have to start their w orship and program s w ith som ething that w ill g en 
erate the excitem ent o f , say, a nuclear explosion  and w ork their w ay  
up.

I f  h e ’ s right, m o st average-sized churches standing in the shadow  
o f  m ega-churches have about as m uch chance as a M o m  &  Pop Five &  
D im e planted across the street from  W alm art. W e ’ re in trouble b e 
cause w e can ’t afford m uch slick packaging, or too  m any nuclear 
events either, for that matter.

W h a t w e can do is the sam e thing "g o o d " faithful churches o f  all 
sizes have been doing w ell for centuries. W e  can point people to G o d ’ s 
grace in a  very personal w ay  as w e w alk together daily genuinely shar
ing H is love and gen uinely  sharing our lives.

B y  the w a y , did I m ention that w e  have it on g o o d  authority that 
Space A lie n s from  M ars W ill  B eam  Elvis D ow n  to a  L ocal Church  
N ear Y o u  this Sunday? It’ d  be a real sham e to m iss that!

I hope y o u ’ ll be in worship this Sunday. The fact is that "w here  
tw o or three are gathered together in H is n a m e ," som eon e a lot m ore  
important than E lvis is in their m id st

But I ’ d still like to  g et a look at those purple aliens!
—The Christian Chronicle
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TH EM E: Jesus, Man and God
JESUS—Fully God, Truly Man

A le x  V . W ilso n
Christ is the delightful them e o f  four articles this m onth: Jesus the 

m an and exam p le. Jesus our teacher and lord. Jesus our great high  
priest in g lory , n o w . Jesus the k in g—n ow , or course, but later to a fuller  
ex te n t (N o w  H e overrules ev il; then H e w ill d em olish  i t )

M y  heart resonates every tim e I read the testim ony o f  Charles M a lik , 
form erly am bassador from  Lebanon to the U . S . and also president o f  the 
U . N . G eneral A sse m b ly :

"I  speak to you  as a  Christian. Jesus Christ is m y  Lord and G o d  and  
Savior and Song day and night. I can live without fo o d , without drink, 
w ithout sleep, w ithout air, but I cannot live without Jesus. W ith ou t H im  
I w ou ld  have perished long ago . W ith o u t H im  and H is church reconcil
ing m an to G o d  the w orld w ou ld  have perished long ago. I live in the 
B ible  for long hours every day. T h e B ible is the source o f  every g oo d  
thought and im pulse I have. In the B ible G od  H im se lf, the Creator o f  
every thing from  nothing, speaks to m e and to the w orld directly, about 
H im se lf, about ourselves, and about H is w ill for die course o f  events and 
for the consum m ation  o f  history. A n d  believe m e , not a  day passes w ith
out m y  crying from  the bottom  o f  m y  heart, ‘ C o m e , Lord Jesus! ’ I know  
H e is com in g  with G lory  to ju d ge  the living and the dead, but in m y  im 
patience I som etim es cannot w ait, and I find m y s e lf  in m y  infirm ity cry 
ing with D avid , ‘H o w  long, L o rd ? ’ and I know  H is K in gd om  shall have  
no en d ."

What the Bible Teaches. . .
IV. About G od The Son: 

Jesus The Christ, The God-M an
A le x  V .  W ilso n

In our January article in this series, w e exam ined Jesus o f  N azareth ’ s 
stupendous claims and the strong evidence H e  gave to support them . W e  
also studied H is deity for that w as H is  boldest and loftiest claim . In that 
article, and last m on th ’ s too , w e look ed  at H is relationship both to the 
Heavenly Father and the Holy Spirit. T hough Jesus’ h u m a n ity  w as  
m entioned in January, w e took it for granted then. N o w , having seen H is  
deity, let’ s look m ore closely  at H is  life as a hum an being.

In our tim e unbelievers usually adm it Jesus’ h u m a m ty -th a t H e w as  
a historical figure—but have trouble believing in H is  unique deity. 
( "N e w  A g e r s " m ay  say H e w as divine, but so are w e all, according to 
them .) It m ay surprise you to leam  that m any fo lk s in the first century 
cou ld  accept H is deity m ore easily than H is hum anity! That was because
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influential G reek  philosophers called G n ostics believed that spirit w as  
g oo d  but m atter w as evil. Thus i f  Jesus w as divine H e could n ot have  
had a real, m aterial b o d y . H e  probably ju st seemed to  be a  m an. This  
is w hy John m ak es that statem ent w hich  pu zzles lots o f  Christians now : 
"E vers’ spirit that acknow ledges that Jesus Christ has com e in the flesh 
is from  G o d ."  (1 John 4 :2 , a lso 2 John 7 ) . O f  course, John believed in  
H is deity too (1 John 5 :2 0 , etc .), but the m ain point at issue than w as  
H is true humanity'.

A ctu ally  there are genuine Christians in our day w h o have som e  
G nostic attitudes m ixed  in w ith their orthodox belie fs. Such ideas are 
rather w idespread; perhaps w e  ourselves are infected w ith them ! For  
exam ple: a  p oll o f  4 0 0 0  m em bers o f  one Protestant denom ination  
show ed that 3 /4  believed that Jesus never told  jo k e s , 4 /5  believed he 
felt n o  sexual attraction, and over 1 /2 believed that H e knew  everything  
all o f  the tim e. But is hum or sinful? A n d  do  our sexual desires com e  
from  the devil or from  G o d ?  A n d  h o w  cou ld  Jesus "g ro w  in w isd o m "  
i f  H e a lw ays kn ew  everything? (Luke 2 :5 2 ;  also see M ark 5 :3 1 -2  and 
M att. 2 4 :3 6 ;  though the latter passage certainly is not true now since 
Jesus at H is ascension resum ed the full exercise o f  H is divine attrib
utes.)

W e  lose a  lot i f  w e  dim inish Jesus’ real hum anity. H e w as not 
G od-just-pretending to be a m an, ju st putting on an act. H e  w as not a  
Superm an w h o m erely  looked like us (C lark K ent) w hile actually using  
his divine pow ers to breeze through life and its problem s with no d iffi
culties w hatever. B ullets didn’t bou nce o f f  Jesus’ ch est!—the w hip, 
thorns and nails produced indescribable agon y . A n d  even w hen w ork
ing as a  carpenter, did H e never m iss the nail in H is hand and sm ash  
the nail on H is  thum b instead?

H ere are w ords Scripture uses to describe Jesus at various tim es: 
thirsty . .  .hungry . .  .weary . .  .sorrowful. .  .wept. .  .agony . .  .tempted 
. . .indignation . . .marveled. Is your v ie w  o f  Jesus’ life and ministry  
broad enough to include those w ords? W e  m ust reject ideas like these  
found in a Christm as carol: "T h e  cattle are low ing, the poor baby  
w akes, B ut little Lord Jesus, No crying He makes!" H u m b u g -a ll  hu
m an babies cry. T h ey are supposed to ; it develops their lungs!

A n  apocryphal story m ade up in the early centuries o f  church his
tory tells o f  the child Jesus playing w ith H is  friends. T hey form ed  
m ak e-believe birds out o f  m u d; then he astonished them  by m aking the 
birds co m e to life (they flew  aw ay)! T he story is ridiculous: later, 
w hen H e actually did perform  m iracles, H e  never did them  ju st to daz
zle people with H is sensational pow ers. A ccord in g  to another such  
story, in the carpenter shop one day no board w as the right length for a 
piece o f  furniture Jesus w as m aking. So  H e ju st took a board that was
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too  short and stretched it out to the required length! Such nonsense is 
contradicted b y  John 2 :1 1 . A n  even m ore significant fact is this: W h e n  
Christ’ s public m inistry began  and H e first spoke in H is  hometown 
synagogue, the people there (am on g w h o m  H e had grow n up) were 
am azed at H im . T h ey  stam m ered, "W h e r e  did this m an g e t . . . these 
m iraculous pow ers? Isn ’ t  this the carpenter’ s son? Isn ’ t his m oth er’ s 
nam e M ary, and aren’ t his brothers . . .[and] sisters w ith u s ? " (M a tt  
1 3 :5 4 -5 7 ) . Th is show s that no m an y o f  H is  tow n m ates, the youn g Jesus 
seem ed to be an ordinary fe llo w . (O h , i f  th e y ’ d only  kn ow n .)

Picture Him in Your Mind

Try to im agine H im  in H is  h om e. A n d  p laying with H is  buddies. 
A ttending the synagogu e services and m editating on the h oly  Scriptures 
(m any o f  w hich  w ere about Him). W a lk in g  in the fields com m un ing  
w ith H is Father. Studying in N azareth ’ s synagogu e sch ool. (W o u ld  
you like to have been the rabbi there?) W o rk in g  in the shop. (T h ey  
m ade g oo d  products.)

Then im agine H im  in your h om e and n eighborhood . W o rk in g  hard 
in the furniture factory (getting his instructions from  the com puter print
out). Attending you r B ible class and prayer m eetin g. C om fortin g  that 
n ew ly  bereaved fam ily . B o w lin g  with friends. B u yin g groceries care
fu lly , due to a  lim ited budget. In jean s and tee-shirt taking several b oy s  
on a  cam pout. Trying to patch up a m isunderstanding betw een som e  
friends and H im se lf . Sitting in a  room  heavy w ith m arijuana fu m es, as 
H e discusses w ith tw o  prostitutes and three e x -co n s  the real m eaning o f  
life.

W o n d e r  o f  w onders, life as Jesus experienced it w as like life as you  
and I experience it: problem s and jo y s , troubles and trium phs, ecstasies  
and agonies. Subtle tem ptations too . Y e s , H e  had to  struggle against the 
enticem ents o f  sin. (D o n ’ t y o u ?) H is trials and tem ptations w ere in
tensely real. H e  "h as been tempted in every way, just as we are —yet 
w as without s in ." "H e  had to be made like his brethren in every way in 
order that he m igh t b ecom e a m erciful and faithful high p r ie s t . . . and 
that he m ight m ake atonem ent for the sins o f  the people. Because he 
himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted(H e b . 4 :1 5 ; 2 :1 7 -1 8 ) .

Y e s , that’ s the p o in t  H e ’ s "w a lk ed  in our m o cca sin s," so  H e  e m 
p a th izes w ith  u s. A s  the g o sp e l song puts it, "Jesus k n o w s all about 
our stru g g les": O bscurity and lack o f  recognition. M isunderstandings. 
D isappointm ents. The pressure o f  deadlines to  m eet. Pain. Lon elin ess. 
The daily routine with its nagging duties and bothersom e details. H e ’ s 
been here, so  in all our afflictions H e is afflicted .

A  2nd lesson  for us is this: H e  is o u r  g re a t E x a m p le . S o m e people  
object to that idea. A  Christian professor in college com m ented on
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T h om as a K e m p is ' great b oo k , The Imitation o f  Christ, " I t ’ s a classic, 
though o f  course the title is not suitable. That Jesus is our exam ple is a 
m ajor b e lie f o f  the liberals. H e ’ s our S avior." B ut that response is un- 
biblical. O f  course H e is our Saviour in w hom  w e m ust trust for salva
tion. But a ls o -w e l l ,  listen to Jesus: " I  have given  you  an exam ple, that 
you  should do as I have done to y o u ."  Then listen to Peter: "C hrist suf
fered for you , leaving you an exam ple that you  should fo llo w  in his 
step s." Third, listen to John: "  H e w h o says he abides in [Christ] ought 
also to w alk even as H e w a lk ed ." Last, listen to Paul: "Y o u  imitate m e, 
even as I imitate C h r is t "  (John 1 3 :1 5 ; 1 P e t  2 :2 1 ; 1 Jn. 2 :6 ;  1 Cor. 
1 1 : 1 .)

O  course as the Son o f  G o d  H e w as unique in som e w ays. N o n e 
theless, those fou r verses provide m u ch  fo o d  for th ou gh t W h a t  kind o f  
businessm an w ould  H e be, here and n o w ? W h a t kind o f  teacher, truck- 
driver, student law yer, h ou sew ife? C . S . L ew is w rote, "T h ere are lots 
o f  things w hich your conscience m ight not call definitely w rong, but 
w hich you w ill see at once you  cannot g o  on doing i f  you  are seriously  
trying to be like C h rist." True. B ut w e should ask ourselves not only  
w hat H e w ould  not d o , but w hat H e would.

He Didn’t Teach Them about Electricity

A  3rd lesson from  H is human life on earth is this: W h ile  here, Je
sus never gave to m en  the secrets o f  electricity, or a cure for leprosy or 
cancer (though H e healed m any fo lk s), nor training in dem ocratic g o v 
ernm ent! Think h ow  m uch suffering H e m ight have spared us all i f  H e  
had. H o w  m uch m ore progress w e w o u ld 'v e  m ade.

N o , the problem  H e dealt with w as m ainly the problem  o f  sin, and 
separation from  G o d . O n ce for all H e revealed that a person ’s relation
ship with his M aker is far, far,far  m ore important than anything else in 
life can ever be! N o t  for a m om en t do  I im ply that the Lord d o esn ’t 
care about matters like science, health and g o v ern m e n t H e is con 
cerned about all that concerns us. But H e has left these matters for our 
w ork and study. T h ey are part o f  our G o d -g iv en  duty to subdue the 
earth and rule over its creatures and fo rces(G en . 1 :2 8 ) .

But back to Jesus’ life on earth. H ere is the lesson  H e taught by  
word o f  m outh m any tim es, but a lso  w hich H is entire life scream s out 
at us: "H ealth , w ealth , convenience and com fort are N O T H IN G  c o m 
pared with eternal sa lva tio n !" N o t only what H e did but also what H e  
did not do is a solem n warning: "D o n ’ t let anything interfere with  
your personal relationship with G o d . D o n ’ t let anyone keep you from  
your duty to G o d . Y o u r  spirit is m ore important than your b ody, and 
eternity is m ore im portant than this life . P U T  G O D  F IR S T !"
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JESUS AND THE GOSPEL 
OF SUCCESS

C . Leonard A llen

O ne o f  m y  favorite cartoon characters is W il l  B . D unn , a  preacher 
serving in the m ythical tow n  o f  B yp ass, N orth Carolina. W il l  B . D unn  
is a  dedicated and sincere m inister, but he is prone to pretensions, shal
low ness and the allures o f  w orld ly  success. A n d  w hat m ak es it all so  
funny is that he seem s blind to his self-servin g  m otives. O n  one occa 
sion , fo r  exam p le, W il l  B . announces to his you ng friend K u dzu  that he 
has decided to begin a  special m inistry to the rich and pow erful people  
o f  his com m unity. H e  tells K udzu that he has decided to fo cu s his en
ergies on  the spiritual needs o f  corporate m agnates like B ig  B ubba  
Tadsw orth. K udzu is im pressed . “ Brother D u n n ,”  he says, “ w hat a  
difficult decision that m ust have been! Y o u  m ust have spent long  
nights in prayer, agonizing  about the w ill o f  G o d  and w eigh in g all the 
sacrifices you  w ill have to m ak e. Please tell m e, h o w  did you  reach  
your d e cisio n ?”  “ W e ll K u d z u ,”  the preacher replies, "actu ally  I m ade  
it w hile taking tea with the Tadsw orths in their hot tu b .”

W e  can sm ile at W il l  B . D u n n ’ s m ixed  m otives, at his less than no
ble reasons. But it seem s to m e that w e can see in him  a  disturbing re
flection  o f  Christianity in our tim e. W e  live in an affluent culture. A n d  
in this culture w e are w itnessing the em ergence, all around us, o f  w hat 
has been called the “ g osp el o f  su ccess .”  Its basic m essa ge is that i f  
y ou  w ant to clim b the ladder to w orldly  success, to enjoy all the good  
things this life has to offer, then get Jesus on your team , and he w ill 
fu lfill you r fondest am bition and g iv e  you  your heart’ s desire. H e w ill 
help you  live the A m erican  dream  o f  happiness, prosperity, even  
w ealth.

We may be following a Jesus fashioned by American culture 
rather than the Jesus of Scripture. There is a wide gulf 

between the two.

N ow h ere is this m essage heard m ore clearly than from  m any o f  the 
television preachers. Their prom ises are glittering, their m essage ap
pealing: “ C om e to Jesus and get rich! C o m e to Jesus and be healed o f  
all you r ills! C om e to Jesus and discover your hidden sex appeal! 
C om e to Jesus and have your every w ish  fu lfille d !”  W ith  these prom 
ises they turn Jesus into the C andym an. T h ey m ake G o d  into a  cosm ic  
vending m achine w here you  can drop in a com  and get a cure. They  
preach a  religion o f  boundless rewards but little c o s t
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Such a m essage has an enorm ous appeal today. It fits n icely  with  
the m o o d  o f  our tim es. A s  a result, there is an im m ense tem ptation for  
us to recast the gospel o f  Christ in this m o ld . There is enorm ous pres
sure to turn the gospel o f  the crucified and lo w ly  Christ into a  tech
nique to boost our careers, into a  tool to help us reach w hatever  
am bitions w e  m ight have, to g iv e  ourselves w hatever com forts w e  
m ight seek.

In v iew  o f  these pressures, I w onder to  w hat extent w e have em 
braced this g osp el o f  success? T o  w hat extent has our vision  o f  Jesus’ 
call been softened and distorted b y  the values o f  our culture? I see dis
turbing signs. I see us concerned m ore and m ore about w hat Jesus can  
do for us and less about w hat w e can do for h im . I hear us talking over  
and over about h ow  to find our lives, but not so  m uch about Jesus’ call 
to lose our lives in his service. W e  talk a lot about salvation, but 
m aybe not so m uch about sacrifice. W e  search eagerly for happiness, 
but m aybe not so  eagerly for holiness.

The danger, it seem s to  m e , is that w e m a y  be fo llow in g  a Jesus 
fashioned by A m erican  culture rather than the Jesus o f  Scripture. 
There is a w ide g u lf  betw een the tw o. The A m erican-culture Jesus 
prom ises w orldly  success and asks only  for m inim al com m itm ents. 
But the biblical Jesus prom ises us the cross and calls us to g ive  every
thing that w e are and have. D o  y ou  rem em ber his w ords? “ I f  any one 
w ou ld  com e after m e , let him  deny h im se lf and take up his cross daily  
and fo llo w  m e . For w h oever w ou ld  save his life  w ill lose it; and w h o
ever loses his life for m y sake, he w ill save it”  (L uk e 9 :2 3 -2 4 ) .  H ave  
w e listened to a  different Jesus long enough that w e m iss the force o f  
these w ords?

Cross-bearing is the vulnerability we feel and the risks we 
take when we determine to work with Jesus in his servant 

ministry.

W h a t do they m ean? W h a t is this cross? It is not som ething that 
G o d  puts on us to bear? It is not an accident or a disease or a  tragedy  
beyond our control. A  cross is som ething w e em brace voluntarily  
w hen w e decide to fo llo w  Jesus. C ross-bearing is the vulnerability w e  
feel and the risks w e take w hen w e determ ine to  w ork with Jesus in his 
servant ministry'. It is the denial o f  personal am bition. It is the refusal 
to conform  to the “ su ccess”  im age o f  w hatever society w e live in.

C ross-bearing m eans that w hen you lay your life dow n fo r  Jesus 
Christ, one o f  the results w ill be that your heart w ill begin to be broken  
by the things that break the heart o f  Jesus. T o  bear the cross o f  Jesus is 
to begin to care about people like y o u  have never cared fo r  them  be
fore. It is to let their hurts b ecom e your hurts, their agonies becom e
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you r agonies. T o  bear the cross is to k n o w  n ot o n ly  the jo y  o f  Jesus but 
also som e o f  the sorrow  that Jesus k n o w s. It is to  be stirred up b y  the 
things that stir him  up, to feel anger over the things that anger h im . T o  
bear the cross is to begin  seeing our w orld  as Jesus sees it and to take 
up the basin and tow el with him  to w ash  its w ounds and refresh its 
w eary people.

W h e n  w e com e to kn ow  Jesus this w a y , w e w ill not be able to sit 
back and bask in a  shallow  “ fe e l-g o o d -a b o u t-y o u rse lf ’ religion. W h e n  
w e com e to  know  Jesus this w a y , the g osp el o f  su ccess w ill appear  
shabby and self-servin g , and w e w ill not be content with the glittering  
celebration o f  the g o o d  life as our present culture defin es it.

W h e re  do w e stand today? C an w e  hear the call o f  the biblical Je
su s? M a n y  o f  us have given  a fe w  dollars to A frican  relief, and som e  
o f  us have cried a fe w  tears over the distressing pictures w e have seen. 
B ut has that horrifying g lim p se into the suffering and poverty o f  our 
w orld really m ade any difference in our lifestyle? H as it m ade m uch  
difference in the w ay  w e spend our m o n e y ?  H as it m ade any o f  us take 
a second lo ok  at the rampant con su m erism  that feeds our ever-increas
ing hungers? H as it caused very m an y  o f  us to change our career 
plans? H ave the im ages o f  hum an suffering that occasionally  intrude 
into our very com fortable lives m ad e m uch  difference in our vision  o f  
w hat Christians are to be about in this w orld? H as it broken our hearts? 
H as it com p elled  us to bear this cross w ith Jesus?

T o d a y , w e m ust lo ok  b eyon d the beguiling w orld o f  suburban lu x 
ury, beyon d store-bought sun tans, designer clothes, and $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  sport 
cars—and w hatever else our culture says w e  need to fit its standards. 
W e  m ust see with greater clarity that there is a vast w orld  o f  need out 
there, a w orld  o f  spiritual and m aterial poverty . W e  m ust see that w hen  
Jesus look s out on it, H e  sees m an y things that break his h ea rt A n d  w e  
m ust let it break our hearts too.

T he call o f  Jesus is to brokenness and cross-bearing. It is a call to  
let our hearts be softened and broken b y  the very things that break his  
heart. W h e n  w e begin to experience that brokenness, w e will find  
com fort and jo y , to be sure, but it w ill not be the quick , easy com fort  
prom ised by m any m o d em  g osp els. W ith  C hrist’ s gospel w e w ill have  
to search deeper for com fort, but w hen w e find it, w e w ill ultim ately  
know  a m ore enduring peace.

I f  any one would come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me.

From  I M A G E , b y  perm ission.
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GOD’S THRONE, CHRIST’ S PRIESTHOOD
John R . W .  Stott

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son o f  God, let us hold fast to our confessioa 
For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we 
are, yet without sinning. Let us then with confidence draw near to 
the throne o f  grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time o f  need. --Hebrews 4:14-16 RSV

A t  the center o f  the universe, outside and independent o f  it, yet 
controlling all its affairs, is a throne, G o d ’ s throne. A n d  this throne is a 
"throne o f  g ra ce ." This is a rem arkable expression , because it is a c o m 
bination o f  apparent opposites. A  throne is a  sym bol o f  sovereignty. It 
stands for absolute pow er and resplendent g lory . It speaks o f  one w ho  
rules with authority', w hose w ill no creature dare resist, w hose w ord no  
m an dare d iso b ey . The throne o f  G o d  inspires reverence and aw e. 
"T h e  Lord reigns; let the people tre m b le !" W h e n  Isaiah saw  the Lord  
upon H is throne high and lifted up, he im m ediately  sensed his unclean
ness and cried "W o e  is m e, for I am  lo st." W h e n  Ezekiel saw  the 
throne o f  G o d , bright as sapphire, and the O ccupant o f  the throne an in
describable figure o f  burning fire and light, he w as utterly overcom e  
and fell prostrate on his face. N evertheless, G o d ’ s throne o f  g lory  is 
also a throne o f  grace, o f  unmerited favor and kindness. The pow er o f  
his throne is n ever arbitrary; it is alw ays exercised in love.

T o  this throne o f  grace w e are exhorted to draw near. O ur K ing is 
not like an ancient despot o f  the Orient, rem ote and fearful, corrupted  
by pow er, unpredictable and often cruel in H is  jud gm ents. O ur K in g  is 
not even  like the revelation o f  H im s e lf  in the O ld  Testam ent days w hen  
the T em p le stood, inaccessible in H is purity, dw elling in the H o ly  o f  
H olies behind the veil. N o . H e is seated on  a throne o f  grace, inviting  
H is people to draw near. Let us ask tw o  questions: w hy should w e  
draw near, and h ow  dare w e?

1. R E A S O N S  W H Y  W E  S H O U L D  D R A W  N E A R

The exhortation to us to com e is "In  order that w e m ay obtain  
m ercy, and find grace to help in tim e o f  n ee d ."

First w e are offered m ercy to cover our past o ffen ses. W e  have 
sinned, and incurred guilt, and need forgiven ess. W e  can neither for
give our ow n sins, nor secure our forgiveness. M ercy  alone can reach 
us. Every sinner w hose eye had been opened to see and w hose con 
science has been awakened to feel the gravity o f  his sins, has recog
nized this sim ple truth. H is language is like D av id ’ s "H a v e  m ercy  
upon m e , O  G o d ."  It is at the throne o f  grace that w e can obtain m ercy.
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Secon dly, w e  are offered grace to help in tim e o f  need. O n ce w e  
h ave received m ercy , w e still pass through m any tim es o f  need. O n ly  
grace from  G o d ’ s throne can sustain and strengthen us—grace to resist 
tem ptation and to endure trials; grace to persevere w hen the g oin g  is 
hard. It is at the throne o f  grace that w e can find grace to help in future 
need.

2. GROUNDS ON WHICH WE MAY DRAW NEAR
H o w  do w e  k n ow  that w e shall be w elco m e and not turned aw ay?  

H o w  dare w e com e w ith boldn ess? W h a t  is the m eaning o f  the therefore 
let us draw near? The answ er is that G o d ’ s throne is a throne o f  grace, 
and that Jesus Christ is there at the Father’ s right hand. There are three 
things about Jesus Christ w hich reveal the grace o f  G o d ’ s throne.

a. He lived on earth
"F o r  w e have not a  high priest w h o is unable to sym pathize with our 

w eaknesses, but one w h o in every respect has been tem pted as w e are, 
yet w ithout sinning" (verse 15). A lth ough  H e is called the "S o n  o f  G o d "  
in verse 14. H e  took  flesh , and in it shared our trials and tem ptations. 
H e w as tem pted in all points as w e  are. This cannot be pressed literally, 
fo r  he did not endure the precise tem ptations o f  a  w om an  (since H e w as  
a  m an ), or o f  an old person (since H e died before the age o f  3 5 ) or o f  a 
twentieth-century factory w orker in London (since H e lived in an agri
cultural com m unity in first-century Palestine). N everth eless, in principle 
H e w as tem pted as w e are. H e  endured the fierce onslaught o f  every  
kind o f  tem ptation. H e  w as tem pted to assert H im se lf, to doubt and dis
o b ey  G o d , and every tem ptation is a  variation on this them e.

S o  H e is able to sym pathize. H e  can be "touched with the feelin g  o f  
our infirm ities" ( A V ) .  O r, as J. B . Phillips puts it, "W e  have no super-hu
m an high priest to w h om  our w eaknesses are unintelligible. H e H im se lf  
has shared fu lly  in all our experiences o f  tem ptation, except that he never  
sin n ed ."

b. He died on the cross
That is w h y  H e is called our "h igh  p r ie s t " "P riests" are people w ho  

o ffe r  sacrifices. T h e great function o f  the O ld  T estam ent priests w as to  
adm inister the sacrificial system . Jesus Christ is called a  priest because  
H e offered H im s e lf  as our one sacrifice for sins forever. B ecause o f  this, 
i f  w e  repent and believe in Jesus, G od  rem em bers our sins no m ore.

c. He passed through the heavens
"S in ce  then w e have a great high priest w h o has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus, the Son o f  G o d , let us hold fast our c o n fessio n " (verse  
14). H e  w h o lived and died on earth, w as raised from  death and exalted  
to heaven. T h e person w h o reigns at the right hand o f  G o d  is the person  
w h o lived and died on the earth. H e has carried with H im  into heaven  
the benefits o f  H is life and death, the sym pathy w hich H e gained by H is
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life and the salvation w hich  H e w on  b y  H is death. H e  is able to sym pa
thize n o w  because H e suffered then. H e  is able to  save n o w  because H e  
died then. T h ese are the grounds on w hich w e  m ay draw near with b old 
ness.

W h y  is it th a t p e o p le  d o  n o t seek  o u t a  fr ie n d  in tim e  o f  n e e d ?  It
is usually one o f  tw o reasons: either they say "h e w ould  n ot understand" 
or "h e  cou ld  not h e lp ." In other words, they question their friend ’ s sy m 
pathy or ability. But Jesus Christ has both. H is tem ptations on  earth 
have g iv en  H im  the deepest sym pathy with us, w hile H is  sin-bearing  
death on the cross has g iv en  H im  the absolute ability to save.

I urge you  to com e to the throne o f  grace, and to draw near. Christ 
Jesus is no hard, unfeeling, im potent ogre w h o w ould turn you  aw ay. H e  
feels fo r  you  and with you  in your infirm ities. H e kn ow s, H e  under
stands, H e  cares. H e can co m e so speedily to your aid. N o  stain is so  in
delible that H e cannot erase it, no sin so black that H e cannot w ash it 
w hite. N o  tem ptation or trial is so fierce that H e cannot sym pathize, and 
no burden so heavy the H e cannot bear it w ith  you . Then w h y  do w e not 
com e?

S o m e  p e o p le  a re  in d ifferen t. It is an im m en se privilege to be in 
vited to com e to G o d ’ s throne, but they despise and neglect i t  W o u ld  
you  w in a  prize to visit G reece or Italy and never g o ?  W o u ld  you re
ceive an invitation to Buckingham  Palace and turn it d ow n ? Then h ow  is 
it that G o d  can grant us access to H is throne and w e do not avail our
selves o f  it?

S o m e  o f  us a re  too  p r o u d . W e  rule our ow n  lives. W e  rather fancy  
ourselves as little kings, with a throne o f  our ow n to sit on, a  crow n to  
w ear and a scepter to w ave. W e  need to com e dow n o f f  our throne; there 
is another throne to w hich w e m ust draw near.

S o m e  o f  us a re  to o  b u sy . Our lives are cluttered up with lesser  
things. T h e cares, riches and pleasures o f  this life, or even  g o o d  and n o 
ble w orks choke our Christian lives. But h o w  can w e do  the w ork o f  
G od  and neglect the throne o f  G o d ?

S o m e  o f  us a re  to o  sh y . W e  have not the courage to c o m e . This is 
not b ecom in g  m odesty , how ever, it is rather sinful unbelief. H ave w e a 
high priest w h o  sym pathizes and a throne o f  grace, and still w e hold  
back? W e  are told to co m e with boldn ess; our diffidence is an offen se to 
G od .

There is no need to w ait for a sum m on s, apply for an audience or 
book an interview . H e bids us draw near; let us com e and keep com ing,
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Christ’s Future Reign on Earth
THE M ILLENNIUM

R . H . B oll

In undertaking to speak o f  the "M ille n n iu m " it is w ell to under
stand at the outset that the subject o f  our inquiry is a B ible them e. A ll  
light and inform ation on this subject therefore m ust co m e  from  the 
W o r d  o f  G o d . T o  the extent that that W o r d  has anything to say about 
the M illen niu m  w e can kn ow  som ething about it; how ever, o n ly  so  
m u ch  as the W o r d  reveals. B ut it should also be understood that w hat
ever the B ible does say about it is to be relied upon, and is not to be ac
counted as w orthless or superfluous, but, as all other 
scripture-teaching, profitable for doctrine or for reproof, or for correc
tion , or for instruction in righteousness (2  T im . 3 :1 6 , 17). O therw ise, 
surely G o d  w ould  not have g iv en  i t

It has been said that the w ord  "M ille n n iu m " is not in the B ible. 
True, the w ord is not in our E n glish  B ible. But this w ord "m illen n iu m " 
is sim ply  a transliteration, direct from  the Latin B ib le , o f  the term  for  
"a  thousand years "--n o th in g  else, and nothing m ore or less than that, 
ju st as the w ord "cen tu ry" m eans a  hundred years.

B ut although this tim e-m easu re, "a  thousand y ears" is m entioned  
only  in R evelation 2 0  (w here it appears six  tim es), w e m ust not co n 
clude that R evelation 2 0  is the only  place in the B ible w here the M il 
lennium  is spoken o f.

A  num ber o f  passages in the O ld  Testam ent, and also som e in the 
N e w , speak concerning an age to c om e. R evelation 2 0 , h ow ever, is the 
only  passage from  which w e leam  that the length o f  that period is a 
thousand years. *

But the duration o f  that period is only  a detail. The essential fact I 
w ish  to set forth is that the Scriptures speak o f  an "a g e  to c o m e " on this 
earth, fo llow in g  that age in w h ich  w e  n ow  live; and that that age w ill be 
ushered in by the personal return from  heaven o f  our Lord Jesus Christ.

* This 1 take to mean a thousand years, plain and simple, as stated. 
While always ready to recognize a figure o f  speech, or a symbolic expres
sion, where such is fairly indicated, the faithful Bible student does not feel 
warranted to regard any statement as "figurative" or "symbolic." aibitrarily, 
that is, without valid reason, or merely to make that statement agree with 
some preconceived idea or scheme o f  things. W e rightly think it unfair, for 
example, when certain teachers designate, the "water" in John 3:5 as "figura
tive." True, "water" is used figuratively elsewhere, as in John 4:10, 14, and 
where it is used figuratively it is right to recognize it so. but that does not 
prove that it is figurative there. In the absence o f  any compelling reason in 
text or context, we are justified in taking the term "water" in John 3:5 simply
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1. In the second recorded serm on o f  Peter he speaks o f  "the tim es  
o f  the restoration o f  all things, w h e re o f G o d  spake b y  the m outh o f  his 
h oly  prophets that have been from  o f  o ld ."  TTiese tim es o f  restoration  
w ill not be until G o d  sends the Christ, w h o  is n ow  in heaven, and w ho  
w ill rem ain in heaven until "the tim es o f  restoration o f  all th ings." The  
entire passage reads as fo llo w s:

"R ep e n t ye therefore and turn again, that your sins m ay be blotted  
out, that so there m a y  com e seasons o f  refreshing from  the presence o f  
the L ord ; and that he m ay  send the Christ w h o hath been appointed for  
you , even  Jesus; w h om  die heaven m ust receive until the tim es o f  res
toration o f  all things, w h e re o f G o d  spake b y  the m outh o f  his holy  
prophets that have been from  o f  o ld ."  (A c ts  3 :1 9 -2 1 .)

W e  learn from  this (1 )  that there are to be tim es o f  restoration 
(w hich  term obv iou sly  m eans a return to original state o f  all that w as  
lost and marred by m a n ’ s sin ); (2 ) that G o d  had foretold these tim es o f  
restoration by the m outh o f  his h oly  prophets; (3 ) that these tim es o f  
restoration await the return o f  our Lord Jesus from  heaven. In the 
w ords o f  the venerable D avid  L ip sco m b  (Queries and Answers, page  
3 6 0 ):

"Jesus had been to earth and returned to heaven. H eaven m ust re
ceive him  until ’ the tim es o f  restoration o f  all things ’ Then the "tim es  
o f  restoration o f  all th in gs’ m ust be w hen Jesus returns again to earth— 
the restoration o f  all things to their original relation to G o d . The rela
tion w hich the w orld originally sustained to G o d  w as broken w hen  
m an, the ruler, rebelled against G o d . That destruction o f  the w o rld ’ s 
relation to G o d  w as m ore far-reaching and destructive than w e realize. 
The w hole material creation shared in the evil. Briers, thistles, thorns 
grew  in the material w orld as in the spiritual. Sickness, death, m ortal
ity, afflicted the material w orld. W h e n  m an rebelled against H is m aker  
the under creation rebelled against m an . The law s o f  the natural w orld  
w ere disordered. The germ s o f  vegetation put forth: biting frosts or 
burning heat destroys them . D isorder in the law s o f  the material w orld  
cam e as the result o f  m a n ’ s sin against his M aker. W h e n  Jesus com es  
again the w ill o f  G o d  w ill be done on earth as it is done in heaven, and

at its literal meaning. Similarly, it is not denied that in Revelation there is a 
good deal o f  symbolic language. But that does not justify us in taking every
thing in it as symbolical, and still less in proceeding therefrom to make o f  it 
whatever we please-a mode o f  treatment not rarely meted out to that part o f 
G od ’s word. Again, it does not follow  that because a figurative or symbolic 
expression is used in a portion o f  scripture, that it is therefore all figurative or 
symbolical. Frequently we find the most literal statements in close connec
tion with a figure o f  speech; or a simple fact side-by-side with a symbol. 
Such things are nol to be settled by general assumptions, but by particular, 
careful, conscientious examinations.
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all things in the w orld w ill be restored to harm onious relations with  
G o d , the Suprem e Ruler o f  the u niverse ."

W ith  a v iew  to the sam e them e, Paul, in his letter to  the R om ans  
(8 :1 8 -2 5 )  show s that the w h ole creation groans and travails in pain 
(even as G o d ’ s children th em selves) and that its deliverance cannot 
com e until "th e revealing o f  the sons o f  G o d ,"  b y  w hich is m eant "ou r  
adoption, to w it, the redem ption o f  our b o d y "; that is, our resurrection, 
w hich (as all concede) takes place at the return o f  Christ from  heaven, 
w hen the dead in Christ shall be raised incorruptible and the living ones  
changed, and thus, in g lory , shall the sons o f  G o d  be revealed. For that 
event, therefore, all creation waits in expectancy.

There com es therefore a  tim e for this earth w hen its ancient curse 
w ill be lifted, w hen thorns and thistles shall cease, w hen enm ity shall 
be no m ore, and the very  beasts o f  field and forest shall dw ell together 
in p eace ;*  w hen the w ilderness shall b lossom  as the rose, w hen neither 
burning desert nor m iasm atic sw am p shall longer disfigure G o d 's  
earth. This is the "restoration ," and it is synchronous with the "M ille n 
n iu m ," the age to com e, w hich is to be ushered in by the return from  
heaven o f  our Lord Jesus C h r is t ^  That G o d  has spoken before o f  this 
tim e and o f  these things b y  the m outh o f  his holy  prophets can be seen  
by such passages as Isa. 5 5 :1 3 , 1 1 :6 -9 ; 35 :1  -7 ;  6 5 :2 5 .

2 . In the next place this age to co m e w ill be the tim e w hen Christ 
and H is saints w ill exercise the governm ent o f  the earth. Satan, the 
"prince o f  the w o rld ," in w h ose hands until yet is the authority o f  the 
kin gdom s o f  the earth (L uke 4 :5 -7 )  w ill then be bound; and not only  
bound, but rem oved from  the w orld and safely  incarcerated in the 
abyss during the w hole period. (T he "a b y ss " is the prison-house o f  evil 
spirits, Luke 8 :3 1 ; and those w h o are rem anded to that place are 
thereby rem oved from  the w orld o f  m ankind, M ark 5 :1 0 ) . Instead o f  
Satan, Christ w ill then take suprem e control. A t  the sounding o f  the 
seventh trumpet the announcem ent is heard. "T h e  kingdom  o f  the 
w orld is b ecom e the kingdom  o f  the Lord and o f  his C h rist." (R ev . 
1 1 :1 5 ) . N o  nation or kingdom  (as such) is n ow  con sciously  and inten
tionally obedient to Christ, nor will be till then. But then H e w ill take 
over what is H is ("T h o u  hast taken thy great pow er and didst reign ." 
R ev. 1 1 :1 7 ) ; and, as the O ld  Testam ent prophecy declares, "T h e  king

* "The lion and the lamb, the leopard and the kid, once lived on terms o f 
friendship, and they will do so again, a time will come when the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox."--Alexander Campbell. Millennial Harbinger. 1833, p. 177.

O’ Some have contended that the Millennium will transpire before Christ's 
coming. Strange "Millennium" that would b e -fo r  until Christ comes and His 
saints are resurrected, both they and all creation groan and travail together: a 
"Millennium" therefore that would be filled with the groanings o f  G od ’ s people 
and o f  all creation!
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d o m s and the dom inion , and the greatness o f  the kingdom s under the 
w h ole heaven, shall be given  to die people o f  the saints o f  the M o st  
H igh . (D an. 7 :2 7 .)  So  also in the N e w  T esta m en t The parable o f  "the  
p ou n d s" (Luke 1 9 :1 1 -2 7 )  sets this forth; the direct statement o f  R ev . 
2 0 :6 —they "sh all reign w ith H im  a thousand y e a rs"; the prom ise to the 
faithful church in Thyatira: "A n d  he that overcom eth , and he that 
keepeth m y  w orks unto the end, to him  w ill I g iv e  authority o ver the 
nations: and he shall rule them  with a rod o f  iron, as the vessels o f  the 
potter are broken to shivers: as I also have received o f  m y  Father." 
(R ev . 2 :2 6 -2 7 .)  S o m e, thinking that such passages as M att. 2 5 :3 I f f ;  II 
T h ess. 1, et. al., w ou ld  leave no possibility o f  surviving nations on  
earth, have disputed the plain m eaning o f  these passages on that 
ground. But I believe that a careful and thoughtful consideration o f  
those scriptures w ill show  that there is plenty o f  room  left for the sur
vival o f  such nations. H ow ever, that does not matter one w a y  or an
other — that difficulty  is the L ord ’ s, not ours. I f  H e says that H is  saints 
w ill reign over nations in the age to c om e, then the nations w ill be there 
to be ruled over, w e m ay  be sure.

U nder that ju st, benevolent reign "the righteous shall flourish, and 
abundance o f  peace till the m oo n  be no m o re ." (P s. 7 2 :7 .)  It is then  
that they shall beat their swords into plow shares and their spears into 
pruning h ooks, and the nations shall learn w ar no m ore; then "th e m eek  
shall inherit the earth"; then, too , shall the earth be "fu ll o f  the k n o w l
edge o f  Jehovah as waters that cover the sea ." (Is. 2 :4 ,  1 1 :9 .)  W h a tever  
application m ay so far have been m ade o f  those scriptures, their real 
fu lfillm ent w ill take place then.

3 . Distinctly does the w ord o f  G od  speak o f  the suprem acy o f  
Christ in the age to co m e , as w ell as in this present age. The clearness 
o f  the statement is som ew hat affected by our English translation w hich  
often uses the w ord "w o rld " to represent the G reek w ord "a io n ," (a g e). 
In Eph. 1:21 it is declared that G o d , w hen H e raised Christ from  the 
dead, m ade H im  to sit at H is right hand in the h eavenly places: "fa r  
above all rule and authority and pow er and dom inion , and ev eiy  nam e  
that is nam ed, not only  in this w orld (G reek, age) but also in that w hich  
is to c o m e ." Thayer (G reek L exicon  o f  the N .T .)  defines the G reek  
phrase, "h o  nun a io n " (the present age) m entioned in I T im . 6 :1 7 ; 2  
T im . 4 :1 0 ; Tit. 2 :1 2 , as the "tim e before the appointed return or truly 
M essianic advent o f  Christ (i.e . the parousia, q .v .) the period o f  insta
bility, w eakness, im piety, w ickedness, calam ity, m ise ry "; and "aion  
m e llo n " (the age to com e) under w hich head he cites Eph. 1 :2 1 , "the  
age after the return o f  Christ in m ajesty, the p en od  o f  the consum m ate  
establishm ent o f  the D ivine K in gd om  and all its b lessin g s." H ow ev er  
anyone m ay question Thayer’ s phraseology, w e m ust concede that this 
is not the effusion o f  som e w ild dream er, but the sober dictum  o f  a rec
ogn ized  scholar and a lexicographer o f  highest rank. A n d  though w e  
m ay disregard his com m ent as o f  only  hum an authority, yet the state
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m ent o f  Eph. 1:21 speaks for itself, according to w h ich  there is an age 
to co m e in w hich C hrist’ s nam e and dom inion  w ill still be suprem e. 
H e w ill not, therefore, w hen H e com es again, "d e liv er  up the k in g d o m " 
as yet, to G o d  the Father (according to die m istaken ex eg esis o f  I C or. 
1 5 :2 4 , w hich  disregards the difference betw een the w ord "th e n " 
(G reek , tote) m eaning "at that t im e "; and the "th e n " w hich  m eans "a f 
terw ard," or "n ext in order (G reek eita) w hich  is used in 1 C or. 1 5 :2 4 )  
but w ill reign suprem e, until, at last, all things are com p letely  subdued  
to H im . T h e last en em y that shall be destroyed is death; and that is at 
the close o f  the M illen n iu m . (1 C or. 1 5 :2 6 ; R ev . 2 0 :1 4 ) .

It m ay be that so m e , having fram ed their v ie w  o f  the future upon 2 
P e t 3 , m ay  contend that there w ill never be a M illen n iu m , or any age  
to com e for this earth. H ere, as elsew here, it is necessary to take the 
w h ole testim ony o f  the w ord o f  G o d . It m ay  be freely  granted that i f  
only 2 Pet. 3 , and nothing else, had been g iven  us, no one w ou ld  have  
thought o f  any m illennium  to c om e. Peter sim ply  passes over every 
thing and speaks o f  the final destruction o f  the w orld and the new  
heaven and n ew  earth. Just so , for exam p le, does E noch, "the seventh  
from  A d a m " pass o ver every  intervening dispensation and circum 
stance to foretell the second com in g  o f  Christ (Jude 14). Peter is 
speaking concerning certain scoffers w h o  seem  to bank upon the stabil
ity o f  the universe and the unvarying constancy o f  natural law . (S ee 2 
P e t 3 :4 ) . T o  them  he explains that G o d  has broken into the natural 
course o f  things in tim es past, and w ill do so  again, even  to the destruc
tion o f  things that n ow  are. John in R evelation tells us the sam e (R ev . 
2 0 :1 1 ; 2 1 :1 )  - -  but John also speaks o f  a preceding M illen n iu m . W e  
have alw ays interpreted passages o f  sm aller content b y  those o f  a larger 
content, never v ice -v ersa . W h e n  in M ark 1 6 :1 6 , fo r  instance, w e read 
that "h e  that believeth and is baptized shall be sa v ed ," w e do not hesi
tate to insert repentance, w h ich  is taught elsew here; or w hen in Luke  
2 6 :4 7  w e read o f  "repentance and rem ission o f  s in s" w e supplem ent 
faith and baptism  from  other passages. Just so , w e properly read the 
teaching o f  John and Paul and the O .T . w hen w e let G o d  have H is 
w hole say. W e  believe that G o d  w ill do all H e  has prom ised and fo re
told . M a n y  questions m ay  arise in our m inds w hich  cannot be an
sw ered; but as to the sim ple facts in the case, as set forth in the B ible, 
w e need have no d o u b t
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Senior Saints--Worth Their 
Weight in Gold

T o m  K elton

During the M id d le  A g e s , people w ere married at thirteen; were 
warriors and leaders in their teens; and senile at thirty-five or forty. 
The B lack Prince w as sixteen when he w on  fam e at the Battle o f  
C recy . Joan o f  A r c  w as seventeen w hen she took O rleans from  the 
E nglish . M ontaign e tells us he hardly ever m et a m an as o ld  as fifty . 
W h e n  the dramatists in Sp ain ’ s great age (from  1 5 5 0 -1 6 5 0 )  designated  
a m an as o ld , they m eant him  to be about forty, y ello w ed , wrinkled, 
and toothless.

T im es have changed. R ecently  a study w as m ade o f  four hundred 
outstanding achievers. T h e n am es were chosen from  a w ide variety o f  
vocations and activities. Experts w ere asked to review , evaluate, and 
am end the selections.

It w as found that persons betw een the ages o f  sixty and seventy  
produced thirty-five percent o f  the w o rld ’ s greatest achievem ents. 
Tw enty-three percent w ere produced by persons betw een seventy and 
eighty years o f  age. The m ost outstanding finding o f  this study w as  
that sixty -fou r percent o f  the great achievem ents w ere m ade b y  persons 
w ho had passed their sixtieth birthday.

T o d a y , brethren over sixty -fiv e  com prise one o f  the greatest poten
tial w ork forces for Christ. It is to these senior saints that I address this 
article.

Y o u  have been released from  an oppressive work schedule. There 
is no longer a ringing alarm , no hectic rush to punch the tim e clock , 
and no im posed regim en o f  activity. Y o u  are free to do w hat you want 
to d o , w hen you  w ant to do  it.

Y o u  can achieve m ore for Christ in the future than you ever have 
in the past. There are still m any things for you to do.

G et involved in the w ork o f  the Lord in every w ay possible . Estab
lish goals for yourself. Y o u  w ill not achieve any m ore for Christ in 
your future than the g oals you  establish., N o  m atter how  m any birth
days lie behind you , it is the tim e that is ahead that counts. M ak e that 
tim e count fo r  Christ!

—From  Pulpit Helps
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Inherited Religion
Leroy Garrett

I am the God o f your fathers—the God o f Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God o f Jacob. —Ex. 3:6

A ll three o f  the original fathers o f  the children o f  Israel had their 
problem s, and o f  the three those o f  Jacob w ere the m ost serious. One  
scholar describes Jacob as "an  avaricious ch ea t," noting that he w as  
b o m  that w a y , for even  w hen he w as delivered he w as clutching his 
brother’ s heel, as though trying to outdo him . A fte r  review ing Jacob ’ s 
storm y life, in w hich  he finds little real com m itm en t to G o d  in spite o f  
som e aw e-inspiring experiences, this scholar concludes that Jacob ’ s 
problem  w as that his w as an inherited religion. H e  w as the son o f  
Isaac, the grandson o f  A braham . In our parlance he w as a third-gen
eration "C hristian ."

W e  have to concede that m ost o f  us are Christians because our par
ents w ere before us, and perhaps our grandparents and even great- 
grandparents. A n  even m ore brutal fact is that w e are Christians 
because w e w ere b o m  into a "C hristian " culture. W e  are Christians for  
the sam e reason that w e are A m erican s.

W h a t concerns m e in this piece is whether w e Christians in th 
W estern  w orld are not what w e are m ore from  cultural influence than  
by a personal encounter with G o d . O r to put it another w ay , whether 
ours, like Jacob’ s, is an inherited religion m ore than one based on our 
ow n  experience and com m itm ent.

It w as not the case with the earliest Christians, for they cam e out o f  
Judaism , paganism , atheism . Their parents and grandparents w ere not 
Christians before them . That ours is an inherited religion g iv es the 
m o d em  church a different character. W e  have accepted our religion— 
without question?—from  our ancestry. I am  not im plyin g that there is 
anything w rong in our Christian faith being inherited. It can indeed, 
and often is, a  beautiful thing to  see faith passed along from  one g en 
eration to another. It is obviou sly  w hat G o d  intended. But still there is 
a  problem . W e  m ust see to it that our religion is m ore than inherited. 
Som ew here along the w ay from  ch ildh ood—and it m ay be g r a d u a l-w e  
m ust m ake our faith our ow n through personal encounters with G od . 
Th is appears to have been Jacob’ s need.

A n  inherited religion, or w hat D avid H u m e called "faith  engen
dered by cu sto m ," has at least three serious w eak n esses. First, it does  
not take the gravity o f  sin seriously. W e  are not really sinners, it is 
easy  for us to conclude, and never have been since w e ’ ve been relig
ious all our liv es—"taken to church w hen I was a b a b y " w e som etim es
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say. Paul could  say o f  the earliest Christians, "W e  ourselves w ere once  
foo lish , disobedient, deceived , etc ." (T it. 3 :3 ) , but w e do  not feel that 
w ay about it, for w e ’ ve been  Christians all our lives. W e  did not com e  
out o f  sin, w e suppose, and so w e do  not know  sin like Paul and  
Augustine did.

S econ d , those w ith an inherited religion tend to take it for granted, 
ju st as w e  are inclined to take the b lessings o f  dem ocracy for granted. 
W e ’be never know n anything else. This is w hy church is often hum 
drum . It is old  hat to us. W e  get tired o f  preaching and the services are 
m on oton ou s. T o  keep the sacred from  b ecom in g  com m onp lace is a  real 
problem . There is no easy solution. In the sam e w ay  our kids, saturated 
by plenty, soon tire o f  their expensive toys, while a child in the Third  
W o rld  revels in a shoe b o x  or an old  tire. W e  are often fin icky about 
the fo o d  set before us, w hile the destitute relish potato peelings.

Third, w e do not usually m ake g o o d  w itnesses to our faith w hen it 
is inherited. Paul urged the R om an  believers to serve righteousness as 
they had served sin (R o m . 6 :1 9 ) . It is an effective argum ent for people  
w ho have sinned abundantly. N o w  they can serve G o d  w ith the sam e  
enthusiasm . Such ones w ill have m issionary zeal. But w hen w e are in
sensitive to the effect o f  sin in our ow n  lives, w e are not likely  to feel a 
sense o f  urgency about the sins o f  others. D r. M en n in ger’ s b ook  o f  a  
decade ago, w hich he appropriately titled "W h a tev er  B eca m e o f  S in ?", 
applies to the m o d em  church as w ell as the m o d e m  w orld.

The only  w ay to rise above these w eaknesses in our inherited relig
ion is a personal encounter with the Lord . There is a private door  
through w hich G o d  enters into every p erson ’ s life. It is the picture w e  
have in R ev . 3 :2 0  w here Jesus stands knocking at the door. The faith 
o f  our fathers w hould lead us to open the door and invite Jesus into our 
hearts. W h e n  that happens faith is no longer only inherited, for it is 
n ow  our ow n.

This is w hat happened to Jacob, sort o f, for it can be questioned  
wherther he ever had m ore than an inherited faith, w hich did little for  
his selfish , conniving w ay  o f  life. B ut there w as clearly the knock at 
the door. W e  are som etim es hesitant to open the door, fo r  w hen the 
Lord enters selfish pride has to leave. This w as Jacob’ s problem . H e  
w as never quite ready to forget Jacob.

That night at Bethel w hen a stone served as his p illow  he had a 
"kn ock  at the door" dream . A  ladder w as set up on the earth and it 
reached into heaven. H e  saw  angels scurrying up and dow n  the ladder! 
That w as alm ost too m uch for m ortal m an to behold, but that w as not 
all. G o d  H im se lf  stood above the ladder and spoke to Jacob, telling  
him  that H e w as Y a h w e h , the G o d  o f  his fathers. The Lord renew ed  
both the land and the seed prom ises that he had m ade to Abraham  and
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Isaac. T h e Lord told Jacob he w o u ld  be w ith him  and protect him  
w herever he w e n t

Jacob’ s response to all this w as less than heroic. H e  did say, 
"S u rely  the Lord is in this p lace ; and I did not kn ow  i t , "  w hich  figures, 
for he had not been seeking the L ord all that m uch anyw ay. There is 
no evidence o f  his ever seeking G o d  or praying to H im  up to this tim e, 
and even here he continues w ith his bargaining w ays. H e m ak es an a l
tar o f  his stone p illow  and m ak es a  v o w  that i f  G o d  does for him  all 
that H e prom ised, and "w ill g iv e  m e bread to  eat and clothes to w ear," 
then "th e L ord shall be m y  G o d ."

Even i f  som e com m entators w ou ld  have it so , there is hardly a  con 
version experience here on the part o f  Jacob. N o  repentance o f  his de
ceptive w ay  o f  life . G o d  could  have had a better subject for one o f  the 
m ost dramatic m om ents in biblical history! B ut therein m ay be the les
son o f  the story. Jacob w as chosen because o f  G o d ’s grace, not b e 
cause o f  his g oo d n ess or his suitability. A n d  G o d  w as faithful all the 
w ay to the covenant o f  grace he m ade with Abraham  and Isaac. N o  
m atter i f  Jacob w as a scoundrel. It w as all G o d ’ s g ra c e -th e  ladder, the 
angels, the theophany. Even to a cheat w h o  never quite overcam e be
ing one.

E ven i f  Jacob w as not repentant, he w as aw ed , and that, too , is part 
o f  its m eaning to  us. It is a crucial step in overcom ing an inherited re
ligion. "H o w  aw esom e is this place! T h is is none other than the house  
o f  G o d , and this is the gate o f  heaven " (G en . 2 8 :1 7 ) . Jacob had never  
talked that w a y  before. It w as an encounter with G od . H e nam ed the 
place Bethel, the house o f  G o d .

In an unm istakable reference to this story in Jn. 1 :5 1 , Jesus g ives  
the m eaning o f  Jacob’ s ladder to us. A n d  it w ould  be in reference to 
one o f  his disciples, N athaniel, "an  Israelite indeed in w h om  is no  
g u ile ," w h o  w as opposite in character to Jacob. W h e n  Nathaniel w as  
aw ed that Jesus had seen him  in his m in d ’ s eye before they had seen  
each other face to face, the Lord said to h im ,"Y o u  w ill see greater 
things than th ese ."

Then Jesus m ade this astounding statem ent to N athaniel: "M o s t  
assuredly, I say to  you , hereafter you  shall see heaven open, and the an
g els o f  G o d  ascending and descending upon the Son o f  M a n ."

Jesus is Jacob’ s ladder! H e is the gate o f  heaven. W h erever the 
presence o f  Christ is there is the ladder that reaches to heaven. 
N athaniel w as to see w hat Jacob saw : an open heaven, angels, the 
w hole sh ow  with one super added attraction. The Son o f  M an  w ould  
be the ladder. D id our Lord select N athaniel for this special blessing
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because he w a s a  searching, sincere m an w ho hungered for righteous
n ess, traits lacking in Jacob?

W o u ld  not such an encounter with G o d  transform  our inherited re
ligion , m ore than it did Jacob’ s? W e  can see the "lad d er" in our fervent 
prayers for m ore Christlikeness, w hen w e invite Jesus into our hearts, 
over and over again. W e  see it w hen w e reach out to our suffereing  
w orld , for w here suffering is there is the Son o f  M a n . W e  can see the 
"la d d e r" in our corporate w orship with our sisters and brothers, loving  
each other even as Christ loves us. W e  see it as w e b ecom e one with  
all G o d ’ s people the w orld over, united in one S p irit

For our inherited religion to b ecom e a vital relationship with G od  
through Christ w e m ust b ecom e sincere seekers after truth. W e  m ust 
face the fact that it is an uphill struggle. M o st people in the church  
have only  an inherited religion and they d o n ’t want to be bothered with  
change. I f  it is in our hearts to see heaven open and to experience  
deeper and deeper encounters with G o d , his grace w ill be there to m ake  
it so . — From  Restoration Review; condensed. Original title: "Climb
ing Jacob's Ladder."

The Sandwich Generation
B illie Silvey

A Texas couple has his 89-year-old mother and a teenage granddaughter 
living in their home.

A Tennessee couple makes the nine-and-a-half hour drive home from visit
ing her 97-year-old father, fearing to be called immediately back to his bedside.

After caring for her and her husband’s mothers in her home for extended 
periods o f  time, a California woman finds that five young grandchildren, the 
youngest a baby, need to move ia

What happens to a piece o f  meat that gets slapped between two pieces o f 
bread9 It’ s eaten up. Something similar happens to a middle-aged couple-and 
even more to a single person-who is trying to launch 20-something children 
while helping support aged parents on a fixed income.

It is a drain on their resources—emotional as well as financial-as they en
courage Junior, w ho’ s going through a divorce, while looking for a suitable 
home for Mom, who no longer can keep up the old home place. /

These pressures are occum ng today, and they’ ll occur increasingly in the 
future. According to Russell Chandler, in his book Racing toward 2001, 
"Nearly one-third o f  boomer women in their late 60 ’ s will still have a living par
ent. As the mediators between, and sometimes caretakers of, several genera
tions, they will bind themselves at the center o f  family relationships."

Many, in fact, are part o f  what I call "double-decker sandwiches." trying to 
meet needs o f parents, children, and grandchildren.
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There are great rew ards to this "m eat and ch ee se " position in the 
fa m ily . It is a privilege m an y in the past never k n e w ~ to  draw on the 
w isd om  and experience o f  parents and the energy and enthusiasm  o f  
children and grandchildren at the sam e tim e.

Intergenerational involvem en t g iv es  a  rich dim ension to life. It can  
keep y ou  you n g at heart. H ow ev er, it also can be consum ing and em o 
tionally draining.

M id d le -a ged  children m ay find caring for older parents a physical 
challenge, especially  i f  they are in poor health them selves.

It m ay strain their physical facilities i f  they are all sandw iched into a 
sm all area. A c c e ss  to w ashing m achines and cars can be a source o f  fric
tion.

It can strain their m arriage. O ne couple kept her m other in their 
h om e for m ore than 14 years, then his m other m oved in. T h ey  only  had 
four m onths as a couple betw een live-in  m others. H ours m ay  be a  prob
lem , especially  w hen youn g people expect to sleep in late and stay up 
late.

T h ose sandw iched in the m iddle often face difficult ch oices. D o  lim 
ited financial resources, tim e and energy g o  to parents or to children?

M id d le -agers, w h o have reared their fam ilies and saved for retire
m ent, m ay  find their plans put on hold for extended periods o f  tim e. A s  
one m an put it: "W e  used to ask, ‘W h e n  is it going  to be our turn?’ But 
our generation m ay have m issed out on both en d s."

Several sociological forces have converged to create the situation. 
O ne is w h at’ s been called the graying o f  A m erica , the fact that the aver
age population is grow ing older, and w ill be for som e tim e to com e.

A ccord in g  to Chandler, "H a lf  o f  all A m erican s w ho have lived past 
the age o f  65  are alive n o w . A n d  population experts estim ate that the 12 
percent o f  our population currently aged 6 5  and older w ill escalate to 23  
percent by the 21st century."

For this reason, it’ s not unusual to see a 75 -y ea r-o ld  w om an  taking  
care o f  her 90 -y ea r-o ld  m other.

O n  the other side o f  the sandw ich, the younger generation is having  
trouble gaining and m aintaining independence. Rising divorce rates e x 
acerbate the problem .

A ccord in g  to Newsweek religion editor K en  W o o d w a rd , youn g p eo 
ple in A m erica  "are taking longer to grow  up. A s  the 20th century winds  
d o w n , m ore young A m ericans are enrolled in college , but few er are
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graduating. T h ey  are taking longer to  get their degrees. They take longer  
to establish careers, too , and longer yet to m arry. M a n y , unable or un
w illing to pay for housing, return to the nest or are slo w  to leave it."

Y o u n g  adults m ov in g  back in with parents or grandparents present a 
special challenge. O ne grandm other said she tried to set a g o o d  exam 
ple, but felt frustrated because "y o u n g  people today feel like they kn ow  
w hat it’ s all a b o u t"

H o w  can w e cope with the pressures o f  intergenerational relation
ships? Here are som e suggestions based on interviews with people  
across the country:

A ccep t reality. Th is is the w a y  life is going  to be for a w hile . It m ay  
not get better, but it w ill end. H ave faith that G o d  w ill get you  through. 
D o n ’t m ake unrealistic prom ises.

Practice patience, tolerance, and a lot o f  prayer. A  low  tolerance for  
frustration can lead to abuse o f  both children and elders.

M ake tim e for you rself. A  husband and w ife need tim e together. 
Check churches and agencies on aging for people w h o  can com e in for a 
w eekend. Even a short break helps. G o  for a ride, get a coke or ju st sit 
in the m all and watch people pass. Even a trip to the grocery store can  
be a change. Y o u ’ ll com e hom e refreshed and ready to face the chal
lenges again.

Lay dow n ground rules regarding finances, utilities and m aintenance. 
T o  avoid resentm ent, there m ust be som e structure in a m ultigenerational 
household. A t  tim es, you m ay need to be firm . Those w ho are able 
should help. Cooperation and consideration are essential. D iscu ss m u 
tual expectations.

R ecogn ize and accept sim ilarities betw een child-likeness o f  young  
children and childishness that m ay characterize older parents. B oth m ay  
fail to  express gratitude, be short and curt, be self-centered and be preoc
cupied with routine. R em em ber, you r parents w o u ld n ’ t want to behave  
that w ay i f  they w ere in their right m inds.

K eep elderly parents in their ow n  hom e as long as possible. M ost  
older people d o n ’t like to m o v e . M an y  resist living in groupcare facili
ties. N ursing and cleaning services can prolong their tim e at hom e. 
V isit m ore often, cook  and freeze food and help with household upkeep. 
W h e n  parents need to be closer, a guest house m ight be an ideal solution.

D evelop  a g oo d  sense o f  hum or. Y o u ’ve got to laugh. Find a good  
listening ear. Release bottled-up frustrations.
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A v o id  guilt. B e sure you  have nothing to fee l guilty  a b o u t  H ave  
you  honestly considered w hat’ s best fo r  them ? A re  y o u  doing you r best 
to be kind and gentle and tend to their n eeds? D o n ’ t let responses o f  oth
ers bother y ou . T h ey  can ’ t kn ow  the situation.

C om m u nicate with other fam ily  m em bers. D o n ’ t dw ell on resent
m ents. R eplace them  with positive thoughts. Self-talk  can help. A n tici
pate problem s before they arise. Sit dow n with som eon e w ho  
understands fam ily  system s theory. I f  you  live near a Christian colleg e , 
professional help m ay be available. O therw ise, a m ature, level-headed  
third party can facilitate discussion.

R em em ber, you  w ere once youn g and your parents and grandparents 
cared fo r  you . Y o u  m ay grow  old and eventually need help from  your  
children and grandchildren. H o w  do you  w ant to be treated w hen th ey ’ re 
in the m iddle o f  the sandw ich? W h a t can churches do to help this situ
ation?

M a n y  churches sponsor group h om es or apartments with varied le v 
els o f  care for the elderly. S om e have flexib le fees based on ability to 
p ay. T hese h om es often sponsor special activities and provide transpor
tation.

O ther churches help relieve the prim ary caregivers for b rie f periods  
o f  tim e. O ne T exas church picks up older people and takes them  to 
lunch and to sing in a nursing hom e one day a w eek . A nother day they  
host a luncheon fo llo w ed  b y  a program . This frees caregivers a couple  
o f  hours a week to shop, rest, and accom plish  other needed tasks.

M a n y  churches m inister to the elderly in their ow n  h om es. Both  
youth and adult groups help with clean -up and repairs. H ow ev er, m any  
elderly  people com plain  that they have m ore visitors after they m o v e to a 
nursing h om e than they did w hen they w ere h om e alone.

Churches can pray for their elderly m em bers—and their young p eo 
p le. M a k e  the elderly feel part o f  the group, whether or not they can still 
com e to worship. Call and send cards. B ake a cake and have a surprise 
party' for their birthday.

Involve children and older people in jo in t activities. Encourage  
older Christians' involvem ent in such m inistries as prayer and correspon
dence with m issionaries. Teach you n g  people consideration and respect 
for the elderly.

[Billie Silvey is associate editor o f  21st Century Christian Maga
zine and author o f  books on Ephesians, Matthew and Hebrews. This
article is from Christian Chronicle, 2/93. by permission.]
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Bro. Vernon Lawyer —O ur DAD
(C o m p iled  b y  his children)

V e m o n  w as b o m  July 17, 19 24 , in M c K e n sie , North D akota, and  
passed aw ay early Friday m orn ing, February 2 1 , 1 9 97  at his h om e in 
T ell C ity , Indiana, at the age o f  7 2 .

H e  w as the fifth child (a  tw in) o f  Stephen A le c  Law yer and Francis 
O live  L aw yer. V e m o n  had eight brothers and three sisters, three o f  
w h o m  preceded him in death. H e  w as m arried A ugu st, 1 9 4 9  to Grace  
W ig g e ll , w h o  also preceded him  in death in 1 9 6 9 . H e is survived b y  
his second w ife o f  2 3  years, the form er Pauline H uston, three sons, 
Paul, L aw ren ce, and T im oth y, tw o  daughters, Linda C ook  and B everly  
B radshaw , tw o step-daughters, Judy Pledger and Jenny M a son . H e  was  
Pap paw to 2 3  grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.

V e m o n  w as raised and w orked the farm s with his father (w h o was  
also  a preacher) in M issouri during the D epression until the fam ily  
m o v ed  to Searcy, Arkansas w here the children could attend H arding  
Christian C o lleg e . It w as there that V e m o n  prepared for his lifelon g  
goal to b ecom e a m issionary to A fric a , having been inspired by his U n 
cle R ay L aw yer.

A fte r  m any fam ily  hardships and recouping from  a serious injury, 
V e m o n  left for A frica  aboard a  ship in N o v em b er , 1947 , with the sup
port o f  m any Christian friends and church congregations. The Lord led  
him  to w ork  at N h ow e M issio n  in R hodesia  (now  Z im b ab w e) until 
19 52  w hen it w as decided to start a n ew  m ission  at U m vu m a. H e la
bored here for ten years,Mjuilt schools and started churches w ith the
Shona in m an y  o f  the surrounding tribal areas.

In 1963 a m o v e w as m ade to the city o f  Salisbury, R hodesia , where  
he w orked w ith several fam ilies to  develop a congregation in the neigh
borhood o f  H ighlands. A  fellow sh ip  center w as started in dow ntow n  
Salisbury to m eet the people o f f  the street with the G osp el. V e m o n  
also had the opportunity to teach B ible  in the public schools there. In 
early 1 9 6 7 , w ith R h odesia  facing the threat o f  civil war, it w as decided  
to return the fam ily  to the United States.

The fam ily  cam e to Florida where V e m o n  preached at the Car
rington D rive church and taught at the H o w ey  A c a d em y  until he was  
called to teach at Portland Christian Sch ool in Louisville , K y . H e  also  
preached at that tim e at the R ow an  Street church. In later years V e m o n  
w orked with the congregations at Parksville (near D an ville , K y .) , 
Salem  (in Cynthiana, K y ), D u gger (in Ind), and F em  Creek (Jefferson- 
tow n, K y ). In 1994 , due to extrem e health conditions, he m o v ed  to be

121



clo se  to his fam ily  in T ell C ity , w here he attended and encouraged the 
w ork at the A g a p e  Center in C annelton, Indiana.

V e m o n  lo v e d  to be with the L o rd ’ s people, visiting with the sick, 
sharing the m essa ge o f  salvation, talking about H eaven , and reading  
and teaching prophecy. H e  w as a constant, earnest and faithful sup
porter o f  m issionaries and spent m uch tim e in prayer and writing to en 
courage other Christians w orldw ide. In later years he enjoyed m ission  
trips to the Philippines and Northern A fric a  w ith the W o r d s  o f  L ife  R a 
dio M inistry . H e  loved all people w h o  w ere hungry for the W o r d  o f  
G o d . V e m o n  lived his life to reflect w hat Jesus instructed us in the 
G reat C om m ission  o f  M atthew  2 8 : 19 ,20 .

H e alw ays trusted G o d  fo r  everything, w as alw ays content in 
kn ow ing that G o d  w ould  supply all his needs, and w as an exam ple to 
his fam ily  and friends in his faith and trust in G o d . W h e n  his health 
and strength were leaving h im , he struggled to be in attendance at the 
church m eetin gs. H e knew  that in all things G o d  w orks for the g oo d  o f  
those w ho love H im , according to his purpose. (R om an s 8 :2 8 )

In his last prayer he glorified  and praised G o d , thanked H im  for the 
jo y  o f  eternity, and w as thankful for all w h om  G o d  had given  him  a 
chance to know  and w ho had supported him and cared for him . A s  a l
w a y s, he ended his prayer "O h , c o m e , Lord Jesus, c o m e !"

GO!
"W ho, ME, L ord?"

Paul K itzm iller

H o w  very strange it seem s to V irgin ia  and m e that w e are suddenly  
in the m idst o f  preparing to do m issionary w ork in the land o f  R ussia! 
Just a fe w  short m onths ago, such a thought had never even entered our 
m inds. W e  w ere quite content with our present m inistry and had never  
seriously considered doing m ission  w ork on foreign soil. Y e t , in less 
than a year from  n ow , Lord w illin g , w e expect to be presenting the B i
ble m essage w here only  a  few  years ago such w as strictly forbidden.

It all started at a m eeting last A u gu st. The lengthy Friday m orning  
session o f  the G o in ’ Fishing M ission s Sem inar w as w inding dow n and 
I w as ready to  be on m y w ay to tend to that aftern oon 's obligations. 
B efore closin g , though, Brother M u llin s m ade know n a tentative pro
posal that had co m e from  the head o f  the educational system  in K i
neshm a, R ussia. Earlier in the m orning, w e had already learned o f  the 
g row in g  spiritual hunger that existed in this place, but now  an o ffer  
w as being m ade for som eone to com e for the school year and teach
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English using the B ib le . Such an opportunity w as a lm ost too  w onder
ful to be believed.

Im m ediately , I w as deeply touched b y  this ann oun cem en t I re
flected on the tw o to three generations o f  Russians that had been denied  
access to the W o r d  o f  G o d  and its m essage ; then I thought o f  the o p 
portunity, com in g through their invitation, that w as being placed right 
before us to take the B read o f  L ife to these w ho had know n fam ine for  
so lon g. From  w ithin the land that had once been the stronghold o f  
atheistic com m u n ism , n ow  issued a plea from  a local authority for  
G o d ’ s W o r d  to be taught in the public schools. This interest in the B i
ble stood in stark contrast to that o f  our ow n  nation, including even that 
o f  so m e Christians. Surely someone had to respond to this cry for help.

In the days that fo llow ed , the m atter continued to w eigh  heavily on 
m y  m ind. W a s  it possible that G od  w as directing us to answ er this re
quest? N o  matter h ow  m any obstacles and hindrances that cam e to 
m ind suggesting the im possibility o f  our going to R ussia, I w as unable  
to dism iss the idea com p letely . A fte r  several restless days and nights I 
m entioned m y thoughts to m y  w ife . I f  she ever thought o f  them  as too  
outrageous to consider, she never told  m e. W ith in  a day it w as clear  
she w as contem plating the idea as seriously as I had been . Finally, I 
placed a call to Brother M u llin s to find out i f  w e even “ qualified”  for  
such a task. That call only confirm ed the need for us to continue our  
consideration o f  the issue. In tim e, w e shared the w hole matter with 
our fam ily  and our church elders asking them  to jo in  with us in prayer.

A t  last, after m uch prayer and deliberation, w e concluded that w e  
should com m it ourselves to pursuing this opportunity. In som e w ays it 
w as a very easy decision ; in other w a y s, very difficult, but w e believe it 
is the right one. Currently, w e are planning to depart in January, 19 98 , 
for a four-m onth stay (spring sem ester) and then return to the U .S . for  
the sum m er. D ecisions about a return visit to Russia in the fall, 19 98 , 
m ust necessarily be m ade at a later date. W e  realize that these doors  
m ay close quickly, even before w e are able to g o , but w e believe that 
the leading o f  G od  to this com m itm ent is not without purpose. The  
story w e  are writing is unfinished, but w e are looking forw ard to seeing  
what G od  w ill do n e x t  W ill  you w atch with us? W e  solicit your  
prayers and your support in this endeavor.

[G ifts to support the K itzm illers m ay be sent to:

H am burg Church o f  Christ—Russian M ission  

P. 0 .  B o x  3 
Sellersburg IN 4 7 1 7 2 ]
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VOICES from the FIELDS
Martin Brooks Maputo, Mozambique

F ollow in g  are som e excerpts from  e -m ail recently received from  
the B rooks fa m ily . I f  y o u  have access to e -m a il and w ou ld  like to cor
respond with them  personally, you  may contact them  at:

brooks@zeb ra.uem.mz

Saturday night I sh ow ed the "Jesus F ilm " to the orphans and m any  
children from  the area. I w anted to show  it in Shangaan (the primary  
native language) but the v id eo  w ou ld  not w ork properly. W e  sw itched  
to a  Portuguese version o f  the film . The children sat attentively  
through m ost o f  the vid eo . I counted 98  in the room  at one point, but 
som e w ere w andering in and o u t  It is safe to say m ore than 100  
watched the film . A t  the ascension scene, m ost felt the m ov ie  w as over  
and left the room . A b ou t 3 0  stayed behind to listen to the appeal to ac
cept the Lord . It is hard to kn ow  what seed is being planted and what 
fruit w ill eventually com e from  the labor. W e  also show ed a cute little 
cartoon produced by U N IC E F  show ing som e benefits o f  staying in 
school. The kids liked it so m u ch, they wanted to see it again.

. . . .  It has been fun to watch the kids. T h ey  are attending the 
school at our center and seem  to be liking i t  Please pray about the p o s
sibilities o f  m y  b ecom in g  m ore involved in the local sch ool. It m ay be 
that I can establish a Christian high school here at the center to help  
raise a g od ly  generation o f  you n g  people. The challenge w ill be to find  
the right M o za m b ica n  to help administrate the sch ool. There is also a 
continual problem  with governm en t officials wanting to benefit finan
cially from  any possible source. It is com m o n  for them  to tw ist the 
law s or actually invent law s that put m oney in their pockets and hurt 
the people o f  the country.

. . . .  I ran across som e interesting statistics a  few  days p a st  O nly  
2 %  o f  the people in M o za m b iq u e are native Portuguese speakers. 2 4 %  
are considered functional in Portuguese. This m eans that 7 6 %  are co n 
sidered non-functional in Portuguese language. The num bers are 
higher here in M aputo but low er throughout the rural areas. A ls o , dur
ing the 2 0  years M arxist regim e, governm ent leaders w ere not perm it
ted to attend church. T o  be a governm ent leader, Portuguese is 
necessary . These bits o f  inform ation probably m dicate that those old  
enough to be considered rural church leaders, are not generally profi
cient in Portuguese. I am  considering w orking m ore on Shangaan, b e 
lieving this w ill a llow  m e to reach m ore m en and w om en  for Christ.

Susan has started w orking on Shangaan practicrng with the w ork
ers at the center and the orphans. A s  she speaks the people laugh. It
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tends to m ake one selfconsciou s. She asked our language helper. 
"W h y  do  they laugh? Is m y  pronunciation that b a d ? " H e  said it w as  
partly her pronunciation but m ostly  they are happy that w e  w ou ld  take 
the tim e to leam  their heart language. The people seem  genuinely  de
lighted w hen they hear us greet them  using Shangaan. It has a few  new  
elem ents including w histling som e letters. Th is is another item for  
prayer . . .the G o o d  N e w s  for A fr ic a  team  is having a m eeting to dis
cuss the best w ays to reach M o za m b iq u e for Christ. Please rem em ber  
this in your prayers as w e ll. W e  w ould  love to hear from  all o f  your. 
W rite  us w hen you  can.

Joy Garrett Ruwa, Zimbabwe March 12,1997
Listening to W o r d s  o f  L ife  tapes that have been sent to  us through  

the 3 7  years w e ’ve been in A fric a  has been such a pleasure. S o m e 
tim es I ’ ll play a song over and over to leam  it, then teach it to the 
w o m en . W h e n  w e 'v e  had a tape recorder in the truck w e ’ ll listen to 
them  on jou rn eys. W e  lend them  out too . It’ s a bit o f  h om e and the 
L o rd ’ s w ord that w e really enjoy.

Th is past w eek w e were at K a d o m a , 2 hours jou rn ey w est. The  
potholes on the m ajor roads have in the m ain been repaired, but secon 
dary roads are still in a sad shape from  the h eavy rains.

O ne o f  the leaders there has long been very ill, but he w as at 
church on his crutches with a  big  sm ile on his face. In the m orning the 
church w as full to hear B o b ’ s serm on on the fa m ily . T w o  w o m en  
cam e forw ard and w ere baptized.

M alaria  has been increasing around the country. There w ere over  
1 0 2 ,0 0 0  cases already in 19 97  and 201  deaths from  i t

Tim and Dawn Yates 1st Quarter ‘ 97
P.O. Box 2500, Blantyre, Malawi, Africa

In past new sletters, w e have expressed our concerns over security'. 
W e  have asked on num erous occasions that you pray for our safety.

O n  N e w  Y e a r ’ s E ve, w e had a little get-together here at the house  
w ith som e o f  our A m erican  friends. M o st everybody w as gon e by  
1 2 :0 0  m idnight. B y  2 :0 0  a .m . w e w ere sound asleep w hen w e heard  
som eon e breaking into our bedroom  w in d ow .

W h e n  it w as o b v iou s that they w ere goin g to get in, w e hurried to  
our neighbors house for help.

W h e n  w e finally  got the police to the house (w e had to g o  and get 
them because they d o n ’ t have cars), w e found a sharp knife about 3
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feet long and a  reinforcem ent bar that had been sharpened at one end. It 
w as o b v iou s that they had com e prepared fo r  any resistance. There w ere  
som e things stolen, but there w as no physical injury, only  the injury o f  
em otions and nerves.

Since the tim e o f  the break-in , there have been  a series o f  seem ingly  
endless discouragem ents. The vehicle that w e ju st got in D ecem b er w as  
dam aged in a sm all accident. N o  one w as hurt and the dam age w as  
m ostly  cosm etic. Fortunately, the other driver w as at fault and his insur
ance is supposed to take care o f  it, though w e m ay be retirement age b e 
fore w e  see i t

Shortly after our accident, one o f  our g oo d  friends had their truck 
stolen at gun point, right outside o f  their h om e as they w ere entering 
their drivew ay. Shortly after that, another o f  our friends w as in a serious 
accident and she had to be flow n  to South A frica  for treatm ent. The car 
w as totaled. A n other friend w as involved in a head-on  collision  where 
she w as not seriously injured, but the car w as totaled.

During this spell o f  ch aos, D aw n  began to have som e m edical prob
lem s. W e  w ere quite concerned and w ent to the clinic for som e tests. 
W h ile  w e w ere waiting and w aiting for the results, her condition contin
ued to deteriorate.

W e  w ent back to the clin ic to see w h y w e had not gotten any results 
from  the first tim e and to inform  them  o f  the latest problem s. T h ey  ad
m itted that they had lost all o f  the results and the w h ole fam ily  m edical 
file ! T h ey  did all the tests again and cou ldn ’ t find anything w rong.

A fte r  thinking and praying about it for som e tim e, w e decided that it 
w ou ld  be best to get to the doctors in South A frica  for a  thorough test. 
A fte r  lots m ore b lood  w ork and a fu ll physical, they determ ined that 
D aw n  w as in excellent health.

T he doctor explained that the traum a caused by the break-in , along  
with all o f  the other stressful things that had happened since, w as causing  
som ething called "d elay ed  stress sy n d ro m e". H e explained that w hile it 
w as not a physical condition, it should still be taken very seriously.

S o , that is w here w e are n o w . Just back from  South A frica  and 
ready to take on the w orld again, though this tim e a little m ore to the 
w ise . W e  have never been discouraged by the people or the w ork that 
w e are doing here. O n ly  with the sin and the snares that Satan throws  
our w a y . I f  w e w eren ’ t doing som ething significant for the Lord and H is  
K in g d o m , the D evil w o u ld n ’ t w ork so hard to discourage us.

W e  thank you  all so  m uch for your prayers and concerns and can  
honestly say that the Lord has heard you  and has strengthened us. Please
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d o n ’t ever think that your prayers are not im portant They are quite lit
erally a  life -lin e .

D a w n ’ s C om m en ts: Y e s , w e have been through a lot the past few  
m onths, but w e know  the Lord has been w atching over us, H e has been  
our protector and our strength. W e  are all feelin g  m uch better now . 
Thank you for all o f  your prayers and encouraging letters to us.

I am  beginning to feel m uch better physically. I am  starting to get 
back into m y  daily schedules and keeping bu sy. I started C hichew a  
class again the first w eek o f  January. I am  ju st now  to the point where  
1 can understand and converse som ew hat intelligently with C hichew a  
speakers. I have a  long w ay  to g o , but it sure is encouraging to m e  
w hen I listen and can understand things spoken in Chichew a.

Earl Mullins Sr. Goin’ Fishing Ministry
4136 Hickman Street, Louisville, Ky. 40213-1718

Fourth Seminar Team To Russia
For the fourth consecutive sum m er educators have been invited by  

the M inister o f  Education o f  K in esh m a, Russia to conduct sem inars for 
teachers o f  that city in June. W e  tentatively plan to leave June 2 2  and 
return July 3 . The M inister o f  Education o f  K in eshm a has requested 
the fo llow in g  topics to be discussed from  a Christian education per
spective. The individuals w h o have com m itted to g o  or w h o are pray
ing about goin g  are listed fo llow ed  b y  their sem inar area or topic.

Pam H ick m an —A rt; Linda R ake—Basic B ible for 5 &  6 year olds; 
J. R . Satterfield—Christian M orals for Teachers; Pam W ils o n —English  
for Teenagers; Crystal H ardin—M u sic .

In addition to educators the fo llow in g  w ill also be on the team  for  
purposes indicated.

Dr. Jam es B roaddus—M edical seminars with m edical profession 
als; Paul K itzm iller -In itia l contact in preparation for him  and his w ife , 
to be in K in eshm a by m id-January, 1 9 9 8 ; Dan W ilso n , Earl C . M ullin s, 
S r .-A c c o m p a n y in g  the team  as A C S I  representatives.

Prayer requests include: tim ely arrangements m aking the trip possi
ble (obtaining visas, passports, airline reservations [heavy traffic to 
Europe this su m m er), etc .); preparation o f  hearts, m inds and material 
on the part o f  the A m erican  personnel to fit into the L ord ’ s agenda for 
using them  and preparation o f  the hearts and m inds o f  the Russians.

The financial need for each person is $ 1 8 0 0 .0 0 . Each team  m e m 
ber is responsible for raising his ow n  funds.
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Unusual Place, Unusual People
D on  M c G e e

W e e k  before last 1 spent four days w ith the student body at Port
land Christian Sch ool in Louisville , K y . Seldom  have I had such a dis
tinct pleasure. M o st  o f  you  have never visited P C S , but you have  
opened your h om es to her students on several occasion s, and they have  
n ever forgotten it. Y o u  w ould not b elieve the im pression you  left upon  
those kids. Som e o f  them  n ow  are in co lleg e , but som e are still at P C S  
and they alw ays talk about their experiences with us w hile on their 
choir trips.

F o lk s, I w ish  you  could visit those kids in their ow n dom ain . Y o u  
w ill never forget their hospitality, but even m ore than that you  w ill 
n ever forget the aura and character o f  P C S  and the students. A  perfect 
place? B y  no m eans, but far from  w hat m ost o f  us are used to. It re
m in ds m e o f  w hat a learning environm ent used to be like w hen A m e r 
ica could still hum bly yet firm ly say, O n e nation under G o d  . . .

It’ s a place w here realistic expectations are placed upon students, 
and where the faculty assists them  in realizing those expectations . . . 
from  the board and administrator dow n  to the new est staff m em ber. 
It’ s a place where the g od ly  stature and convictions o f  teachers leave  
an indelible m ark upon their students . . . where every child is greeted  
with a sm ile on so m e o n e ’ s face w hich dem onstrates the love they have 
in their hearts for the kids.

L o v e , you m ight be thinking? D o  I m ean a school where the custo
dian, coach and cook s portray a daily  love and concern for the kids?  
Y e p ! L ove ju st like the teachers and secretaries have for those sam e  
students. That is exactly what I m ean. T im e and space w ould fail m e  
i f  I w ere to list the evidences o f  this kind o f  com m itm ent, but there are 
a couple o f  tilings w hich bear m entioning. The school is sm all, about 
2 5 5  students or so  ( K - 12). Tuition pays only  a sm all part o f  the e x 
penses w hich m eans the sta ff w orks for sm all salaries, like starting at 
$ 1 0 ,0 0 0  a year. This m eans PC S does not offer m any sports program s 
com pared to som e sch ools. It a lso  m eans they need a new  bus. But 
P C S ’ s teachers (a num ber o f  w h om  have been there m any y ears!) have  
a calling, and that calling is to touch young and im pressionable lives  
with the love o f  Jesus Christ and to o ffe r  a practical dem onstration o f  
selfless dedication to what is good  and right and h oly  and w h olesom e.

I w ant you to think about a couple o f  matters. Should your travel 
plans ever take you through L ou isville , g ive J.R, Satterfield or Christy  
W itten  or Rita S m a llw oo d  a call and let them  know  you are com ing for  
a v is it  T h ey  w ou ld  be glad to show' you around. A n d  w hile you are 
w alkin g , looking and listening to w hat is happening in those hallow ed
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halls remember you are observing a school which has been serving 
God by educating kids since 1924. Second, if you are looking for an
other good work to support financially PCS might be what you are 
looking for. And when your check is received you can believe a genu
ine prayer of thanksgiving will be spoken to God for your generosity.

--From Amite, LA. church bulletin, March 9, 1997

NEWS and NOTES
Edited by Jack Blaes

Some Quotes Related to this 
Month’s Articles

Regarding older and younger 
people, Samuel Johnson wrote, "He 
that would pass the latter part o f his 
life with honor and decency, must, 
when he is young, consider that he 
shall one day be old; and remember, 
when he is old, that he has once been 
young."

Regarding various views o f  the 
Millennium: A  leading preacher
among the Southern Baptists some 
years ago used to tell tne younger 
preachers, "W hen the doctor asks you  
to open your mouth and say ‘ A h ,’ 
don’t do it  Say ‘ PRE’ instead!"

More about Christ’ s return: In 
Christianity Today, Timothy George 
admits that at times some believers 
have abused Biblical prophecy, result
ing in escapism and irresponsibility. 
But he adds, "The greater temptation 
faced by Christians today is that we 
will become so cozy in . .  .the woiid  
that we lose any prophetic distance 
from it. W e  become so ‘ earthly 
minded that we are o f  no earthly 
good.’ For it is only one who engages 
the world from the perspective o f  
G od’s . . . ultimate triumph in Jesus 
Christ who will be able to live and 
work with joy and purpose in an era 
marked by death ana destruction"

E-mail from Japan
A  message from Bro. Moto 

Nomura mentions that he has eye 
roblems. He is getting cataracts in 
oth eyes, and will eventually need 

surgery. He also mentions that Bro. 
Michiya Nakahara is doing a fine job  
in his ministiy in Shizuoka City.

Gallatin Church of Christ
Easter Sunday, "Christ in Pass- 

over" was presented by Vlad Lei- 
bovsky, a Russian Jew. The 
presentation (which was an abbrevi
ated form o f Seder, the Passover 
Feast) enhanced our Christian under
standing o f  the N ew Testament by 
showing the Jewish background for 
the communion celebration. It de
scribed ancient and m odem  Jewish 
customs with an emphasis on the re
demption accomplished by Christ 
through His death.

Wanting To Preach
Cullen Istre is eager to preach 

fulltime this summer and parttime 
next fall. Cullen will graduate in May  
from Cincinnati Bible College with a 
B. A  in Ministry. He is available for 
preaching fulltime during the sum
mer. W hen fall comes he’ ll start 
work at Cin. Bib. Seminary on his 
M .A . in practical ministries with em 
phasis on church growth. During that 
time he’ ll be available for weekend 
ministry only, within driving distance 
o f Cincinnati.

Cullen is a graduate o f  Portland 
Christian High School. During the 
past 2 summers he served as an "in 
tern" at Jennings and Amite, La. For 
more information you may write his 
weekend home: 733 W . Utica, Sel
lersburg IN 47172. Y ou may phone 
him at (513) 244 -8208  during the 
week (you may get an answering ma
chine), or at (812) 246-9261 on week
end.

Locust Street Church of Christ
On Easter Sunday the Locust 

Street Church o f Christ began a pro
gram called 50 Day Spiritual Adven



ture. The theme o f  this program is 
"The Church Y o u ’ve Always Longed  
For: What Y o u  Can D o To Make It 
Happen." Each week during the "ad
venture" will set forth a Biblical prin
ciple.
Week 1 -T h e  church works at being 
a caring family.
Week 2—It captures the heart o f  the 
community.
Week 3—It welcomes all people. 
Week 4—It empowers each individ
ual.
Week 5—It models integrity.
Week 6—It serves a broken world. 
Week 7—It encounters the living God. 
Week 8-Itanticipates a great future.

Woodland Bible Camp
Senior Citizen’ s W eek o f  1996  

was a great week with 134 senior citi
zens present from  Tx, Ca, La, Term, 
K y, Illinois and Indiana. Eugene 
Pound presented to a camp meeting 
on September 8th that W B C  had a gift 
o f $2 ,000  as a matching fund for the 
kitchen area. Immediately there was 
great interest shown from this group 
o f  seniors. So, from September 9tn 
thru October 17th, $9703 was given 
by individuals from California, Texas, 
Louisiana, Tennessee, Kentucky and 
Indiana. During this week o f  camp 
we not only matched the $2 ,000 gift 
but when others o f younger age heard 
and joined in we had another $2 ,000  
gift, two $1 ,000  gifts, many $100 gifts 
and several smaller gifts. W e praise 
God for this and hope the camp year 
1997 will be a great one!

1997 Camp Dates to Remember 
M ay 1-June 6 . . .  Spring Preparation
June 1 5 -2 1  Junior W eek #1
June 2 2 -2 8 . .  .Intermediate W eek #1
July 6 - 1 2 ..................... Junior W eek #2
July 1 3 -1 9 . . .  Intermediate W eek #2
July 2 0 -2 6 ........................Senior W eek
Aug.29-SepLl. Friends & Family Ret

Sept. 7 - 1 2  Sr. Citizen’ s W eek
Sept 19-21......................Senior Retreat
Oct. 25 Annual Meeting

School of Biblical Studies Alumni 
Update

M ike Abbott will begin his ninth 
year o f ministry with the Borden, IN  
Church o f  Christ this spring. H e and 
his wife Sherry have four children: 
Joshua, Andrew, W esley, and Brit
tany.

Randy Coultas is beginning his 
sixth year o f  ministry with the Oak 
Grove Church o f  Christ in Louisiana. 
He and his wife Jill have three chil
dren: Joseph, Audrey, and Tyler.

David Johnson accepted the posi
tion as minister o f  the Tell City, Indi
ana Church o f Christ in July 1996. 
He had previously ministered at the 
Jennings and Alexandria Churches o f  
Christ in Louisiana. He and his wife 
Karen have two children: Joshua and 
Benjamin.

Nick Marsh has begun his eighth 
ear o f  ministry with the Cherry 
treet Church o f Christ in N ew A l

bany, IN. He and his wife Ramona 
have two children: Cory and Jessica

Sam Marsh has begun his eighth 
year o f ministry with the Lilly Dale 
Church o f Chnst near Tell Crty, IN. 
He and his wife Joan have three chil
dren: Benji, Adam  and G ina

The Lord Added To The Church
Tell City Church o f Christ - W e  

rejoice over Beth Fischer’ s decision 
to be baptized into Christ. Pray for 
her as our newest Christian.

Hayden Grove, Amite, L a  -  Give 
glory to God for Daniel Goldsby’s 
profession o f  faith and baptism.

Locust Street Church o f  Christ, 
T N  -  W e want to rejoice with Dustin 
Whistine in his decision to come for
ward and be baptized. Please con
tinue to pray for Dustin as he walks 
with the Lord.


