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OUR INNER WAR
"Sinful desires . . .  war against your soul."

—Peter
" T h e y . . .  indulge in every kind o f  impurity, 

with a continual lust for m ore." — Paul

•kick

" . . .  the desires o f  the Spirit are against the 
flesh." — Paul

"Clothe yourselves w i th . . .  Jesus Christ, and 
do not think about how to gratify the desires o f  

your sinful nature." -- Paul



Summer Slump? DON’T!
Every summer it strikes—the Slump. Attendance 

goes down, offerings decrease, it’ s harder to find work
ers to fill some gaps.

What causes it? Things like vacations, camps, loved 
ones who visit you and loved ones whom you visit. All 
these things are good in themselves, but they can be
come idols if we let them become too important in our 
lives. When you go on vacation, are you careful to find 
a good church and attend its meetings? Or if you’re 
camping out in the wild, maybe looking down "from 
lofty mountain grandeur," what a great opportunity to 
say afresh, "How great Thou art!" and have a family 
church service. As you travel, you can ask the Lord to 
lead you to folks who need to hear what He has done 
for you and can also do for them.

Responsible stewards, realizing that their home 
church’ s financial needs continue throughout summer, 
try to give to the home congregation even when they 
are not there! If they miss 2 or 3 Lord’ s Days, they 
make up for it when they return. That way the preacher, 
custodian, missionaries, scholarship fund, and utilities 
don’t go begging.

"Think on these things," and may we not shirk our 
duties nor let our love relation to our Lord cool off even 
slightly. George Muller, a great man of God, said he 
found that when he was on the road a lot, and not fol
lowing a regular schedule, it was hard to keep his 
prayer and Bible study times as fresh and vibrant as 
when he was at home. He had to guard against care
lessness and neglect. And if he had to, outstanding 
prayer-warrior that he was, how much more we need to, 
also! Let’ s determine to stay close to our Savior, folks. 
W e need Him; and He deserves our fullest allegiance.
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TH EM E:
T H A T  IN NER W A R

A le x  V .  W ilso n

Sinful D esire s ...W a r  A g ain st your Soul. 1 P e t 2: 11  

. . .A  Continual Lust for M o re . E p h .4 :19 
T he D esires o f  the Spirit are A g ain st the F lesh. G a l .5 :17

" H e l p —I ’ m  b ein g  a t t a c k e d !"  T h at’ s the repeated inner cry o f  every  
honest disciple. For dangerous enem ies continuously oppose our at
tem pts to fo llo w  Christ.

S a tan  hates us. Som etim es he c om es as an angel o f  light to deceive. 
Som etim es he stalks us as a devouring lion. A n d  " t h e  w o r ld " -u n g o d ly  
society around us—w orks the sam e w ay . In m an y  parts o f  our g lob e  it 
uses threats, im prisonm ents and killings. In our land it uses peer pres
sure and ridicule. O r it entices and allures. T h e old  hym n is up-to-date:

W ith  forbidden pleasures w ou ld  this vain w orld charm .

O r its sordid treasures spread to w ork m e harm.

But our them e this m onth is our third fo e , our "f le s h " or "s in f u l  n a 
t u r e ."  L e t ’ s survey the N T  teaching on this subject. H ere is our Lord 
Jesus ' blunt assessm ent o f  hum an nature: "F ro m  within, out o f  m e n ’ s 
hearts, com e evil thoughts" plus a long list o f  ev il attitudes and actions 
w hich "m a k e a  m an u nclean ." O ur polluted heart and its twisted desires 
are elsew here called the flesh . John warns us about "the lust o f  the flesh , 
the lust o f  the ey es, and the pride o f  life ." O ne com m entator sum m arizes  
those three as "b a se  desires, fa lse values, e g o ism ." A noth er classifies  
them  as "u n h oly  desire for things one has not, and unholy pride in things 
one has." P onder that.

B ut w hile the desires o f  the flesh  are "u n h o ly ," w e m ust not think 
they are alw ays base or gross. T o  the contrary they often appear refined  
and respectable. W h e re  the new er versions use "d esire" the older ones  
used "lu s t ," but in the G reek language such lusts were not necessarily  
bad. It’ s actually the w ord Jesus used w hen he told the tw elve , "W ith  
desire I have desired to eat this supper with y o u ."  I like F. B . M e y e r ’ s 
definition o f  lust: " I t ’ s a desire for any o f  a bad thing or too much o f  a 
good thing." H m m m ; that could  include not only  Early T im es W h isk e y  
but also K entucky Fried C hicken. N o t  only adultery but a lso  wanting to 
be called the best preacher at the B ible conference. (D o n ’ t m iss D ennis  
K in la w ’ s article this m onth .) But enough o f  such m eddling, let’ s return 
to our study.
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Paul describes the unsaved as those w h o "indulge in every kind o f  
im purity, w ith a continual lust for m o r e ," and g oes on  to m ention "d e 
ceitful desires." B u t he m akes it clear that even  the converted have evil 
cravings. "D o  not think about h ow  to gratify the desires o f  the sinful 
nature," he writes to believers. O b v iou sly  w e still have such desires, or 
his exhortation w o u ld  not be needed. A n d  earlier he had tw ice con 
fessed  and lam ented that "s in  dw ells in m e ."

James agrees w ith w hat Christ, John and Paul say. "W h a t  causes 
fights and quarrels am on g y o u ? " he asks. "D o n ’ t they com e from  your  
desires that battle w ithin y o u ? ....Y o u  ask with w rong m otives, that you  
m ay spend w hat y o u  g et on your p leasu res." Peter concurs in his con - 
cise-but-pregnant statem ent at the head o f  this article.

T h a t’ s a unanim ous verdict, isn ’t it? A n d  it’ s validated by our e x 
perience as w e ll. W e  do have a problem ! A n d  it’ s not ju st external. A n  
inner rot plagues us, and w e need to kn ow  h o w  to find deliverance.

That brings us, g lad ly , to our secon d them e this m onth. The H o ly  
Spirit. H e  has co m e  to curb the flesh . T o  oppose its desires with H is  
desires. T o  turn us rightside up and inside out, w ith our focus on G o d  
and others rather than self. T o  em p ow er us to  keep such com m ands as 
"b y  the Spirit put to death the m isdeeds o f  the b o a y  [and be] led b y  the 
Spirit o f  G o d ."  A n d , "pu t o f f  your o ld  se lf...b e  m ade n ew  in the atti
tude o f  you r m in ds...pu t on the n ew  s e l f .. . . "  A n d , "F lee  the evil desires 
o f  youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and p e ace ."

S ay , n o w  things are sounding hop efu l, after all that g lo o m y  stu ff  
earlier! Y e s , that’ s another thing the Spirit loves to do . Produce hope. 
O ne o f  m y  favorite verses is R o m . 1 5 :1 3 . "M a y  the G o d  o f  h ope fill 
you w ith all jo y  and peace as you  trust in h im , so that you  m ay  over
flow with hope by the power o f  the Holy Spirit." T hat’ s so exciting  
let’ s hear it tw ice m ore, in other versions. "M a y  the G o d  o f  hope fill 
you with all jo y  and peace in your faith, that b y  the pow er o f  the H o ly  
Spirit, your w h ole life  and outlook m ay  be radiant with h o p e" (J. B . 
P hillips). "O h ! M a y  the G o d  o f  green hope fill you  up with jo y , fill 
you  up with peace, so that your believing  lives, filled with the life -g iv 
ing energy o f  the H o ly  Spirit, w ill brim  over w ith h o p e !"  (The M e s 
sage).

Y e s , verily , am en. A n d  hallelujah.

[Unspecified verses quoted in the article: Mark 7 :2 1 -2 3 ; 1 John
2:15 ; Eph.4:19,22; R o m .l3 :14 ; 7 :1 7 ,2 0 ; J am .4:l,3 ; Rom .S:13,14;
Eph. 4 :2 2 -2 4 ; 2 Tim . 2:22.]
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Getting Serious About Lust 
in an Age of Smirks

T im  Stafford

Lust is hard to speak about seriously in our era. W h e n  Jim m y Car
ter, running fo r  President, told  an interview er that he had often com m it
ted adultery in his heart, the reaction in the press w as w hat John 
U pdike described as “ nervous hilarity.”  “ H o w  strangely on m o d e m  
ears,”  continues U pdike, “ fa lls  the notion  that lust—sexual desire that 
w ells up in us as involuntary as saliva—in itse lf is w icked! ”

O ur m o d e m  w ay o f  handling lust is to  pretend that is has no hold  
on u s—to see it as inevitable and healthy, even  fun. Is it really so ? W e  
d o n ’t have to  look hard to see that lust is not nearly as frivolous as our 
society w o u ld  like to b elieve.

In the first place, w e d o n ’ t experience it as fn v o lo u s . Let even  the 
m ost m ature adults get tangled in the foo lish n ess o f  lust—ch ann el-surf
ing fo r  T V  sex  in a m otel room  or plotting the next m eeting w ith so m e 
one they w ant to devour m entally—and they find th em selves in a  
helpless, robotic daze. T h ey  m ay  try to jo k e  about it, but the light
heartedness is an act. Lust m ay be th rillin g -lik e  an encounter with a 
shark is th rillin g -b u t it is not a laugh.

O ur society  is not finding lust such a  laugh either. W h ile  it is hard 
to trace a  direct connection betw een Playboy and m o d e m  social disin
tegration, our infatuation w ith lust surely has som thing to do  with the 
spread o f  A I D S , teenage pregnancy, and divorce.

The B ible  treats lust as deadly serious. O ur Lord says that lust is 
tantam ount to adultery. For Christians, that should settle it. B ut it is 
not on ly  because o f  Scripture that w e take lust seriously Scripture is 
underlined b y  experience.

What Lust Is

I have spent m uch o f  the past 2 0  years talking and writing about 
sex , and I kn ow  from  experience that a  contingent o f  Christian parents 
and pastors w ou ld  rather never m ention it. W h e n  they speak o f  battling  
lust, they really m ean elim inating all thoughts o f  sex . E ssentially , they  
w ou ld  rather teenagers never enter puberty.

The B ib le , how ever, is frank and unsqueam ish about sex . S ex  is 
not really that big  a topic in Scripture, and the B ib le  s concern w ith lust 
is only  partly about sexual lust. In E nglish , the word lust generally
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connotes lurid sexual fantasies. It is c lo sely  associated with the m ental 
pictures o f  naked bod ies to w hich  m ales are so typ ically  drawn.

T h is E n glish  m eaning o f  lust, how ever, has n o  equivalent w ord in 
N e w  T estam ent G reek . T h e w ord translated lust in M atthew  5 :2 8  
(<epithumia) m eans sim ply desire. O n  occasion , the w ord, in fact, has a  
positive m eaning, as w hen Jesus tells his disciples that he has desired  
with desire (as die K ing Jam es puts it) to  eat the Passover m eal w ith  
them  (L uk e 2 2 :1 5 ) .  C learly, Jesus does not m ean  that he has fantasized  
about the P assover m eal, m entally drooling o ver the m enu. Epithumia 
is not a sensual fantasy. Jesus m ean s that he has deeply longed fo r  the 
occasion .

T he sam e G reek w ord is used to render the H ebrew  w ord translated  
covet, as in, "Y o u  shall not cov et your n eighbor’ s w ife , or his m an 
servant or m aidservant, his o x  or his donkey, or anything that belongs  
to your neighbor" (E xo d . 2 0 :1 7 , N I V )  H ere w e strike at the heart o f  the 
p roblem  o f  lust, as the Bible con ceives it: W e  w ant things that d o n ’ t 
b elon g  to us. Leave sex  out o f  it entirely, for the m o m e n t W e  are not 
content with w hat w e have. W e  w ant som ething m ore—and that desire 
drives us.

Lust, or covetousness, is a basic com p onen t o f  w hat the B ible calls  
sin. A ll  tw o -y ea r-o ld s , and all truthful forty -year-o lds, con fess it: I 
w ant w hat I w ant because I w ant i t  N o b o d y  and nothing else figures. 
Jesus’ com m en ts on sexual lust fit into that. Lust show s that, in your  
heart o f  hearts, you  want som ebod y  e lse ’ s sexual life. W h e n  a m an  
lusts for a w om an , he is not grateful for w hat G o d  has given  him . H e is 
m aking h im se lf sick thinking about w hat he w ishes G o d  w ould  give  
him .

The p sy ch olo g y  o f  lust is a  sim ple process: It begins with an attrac
tion; it turns quickly to dissatisfaction; it results in fixation. It leaves  
us ungrateful, discontented, and ob sessiv e . W h e n  you  are filled with  
lu s t -fo r  it does indeed seem  to fill y o u -y o u  can have nothing in your  
m ind but that appetite for what you  lack. This is true not ju st o f  sex.

The fle sh -th a t  is, our lives w ithout G o d -u r g e n tly  desires m an y  
things. It w ants pow er. It w ants pleasure. It w ants wealth. It wants 
status and adm iration. N on e o f  these things is w rong in itself. A n d  
nothing w ould  be w rong with liking these things. But desire, or lust, is 
m ore than liking. It is the w ill to p o ssess. Lust turns good  things into  
objects o f  w orship.

A n d that is w hy lust, or covetousn ess, is so  c losely  linked to an
other biblical w ord: idolatry. W h a t  w e lust for, w e w orship. W e  m ay  
jo k e about our lusts, but our behavior show s a m ore fundam ental alle
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giance. W e  look to our idols to g ive us w hat w e n eed—to m ake our 
lives rich and purposeful. In our culture, an idol m any people look to is 
the g o d  o f  sexual fulfillm ent.

The Right to Desire

L o ok  at the m agazine covers in the grocery-store ch eck-out line, 
and you  w ill be rem inded o f  h ow  crazy the Biblical view  sounds to  
m o d em  people. The ordinary N orth A m erican  takes it as a g iven  that 
people w ant things that are not theirs. N aturally a m an envies his 
n eighbor’ s new  car. O f  course a w om an  looks at Paul N ew m a n  and 
thinks h o w  g oo d  he w ou ld  be in bed. W h a t  is w rong w ith wanting it— 
so lon g as you  d on ’ t com m it a crim e to g et it?

In fact, w e have co m e perilously c lo se  to em bracing lust as a fun
dam ental hum an characteristic—i f  not a  rig h t M o st discussion o f  h o 
m osexuality  assum es this: people have a deep, helpless sexual desire 
for a certain kind o f  partner, they argue; therefore, it w ould  be cm el 
and inhum an to deny them  the freedom  to fu lfill that desire.

A n d  deep, helpless desires are not confined to h om osexuality. 
N early  all desire seem s deep and uncontrollable. I am  not aware o f  
choosing to desire w hat I desire. T h e B ible m ay tell m e not to covet  
m y  n eigh bor’ s w ife or house, but I d o n ’t seem  to have a ch oice about 
it. I see it; I want it. I can take a cold  show er, avert m y  ey es, avoid a 
second glan ce, even undergo p sy ch oth erap y-b u t in a w orld full o f  
beautiful things, m y  desires cannot be done aw ay with easily . Th ey  
keep w ellin g  up.

Still, the Bible tells m e , "Y o u  shall not c o v e t "  Jesus says, in the 
context o f  sexual lust, that i f  m y  eye causes m e to sin, I should pluck it 
out (M att. 5 :2 9 ) . Just because I can ’ t help lust does not m ake it accept
able. Jesus is dedicated to bringing in another k in gdom . T o  be his dis
ciple, I m ust put lust to death. I m ust leam  to want w hat he w ants for  
m e and to put aw ay everything else.

Replacing Desire with Desire

A s  a b oy  raised in church, I learned that lust is serious. W ith  som e  
encouragem ent from  other Christians, I tried to stamp out lust in the 
m ost obviou s techniques o f  self-con trol. One strategy was system ati
cally  to com b  m y  environm ent to rem ove all stimuli to lust (m o v ie s , 
m agazines, bathing suits.) A n other technique was to com b  m y  m in d  to  
root out every lustful thought (sexual im ages).

A n y o n e  w h o has taken lust seriously can add to the list o f  se lf-c o n 
trol techniques. C old  show ers, exercise, staying busy, scriptural m an
tras; all these have been tned  to push lust dow n. B roadly speaking, 
they d o n ’t w ork. T hey m ay keep lust at bay for a tim e, but they cer
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tainly do not elim inate i t  The hum an m ind is so  strong it can use any 
raw materia] for lusting, (T hink o f  conservative Islam , com p elled  to  
cover even w o m e n ’ s faces.) A n d  trying to  root out lustful thoughts can  
be as futile as trying not to think o f  pink elephants.

Interesting enough, I found none o f  these techniques in the B ible. 
C learly , in the N e w  Testam ent, they com e in second to an utterly d if
ferent form  o f  salvation.

"S in c e , then, you have been raised with C h rist", the A p ostle  Paul
write the C olossian s, "se t your hearts on things a b o v e  Set your
m inds on things a b o v e ." O n ly  then does he continue, "P ut to death, 
therefore, w hatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual im m orality, 
im purity, lust, evil desires and greed, w hich  is id o la tr y "(3 :l -5 , N I V ) .

First things first: think on things above. Salvation is offered in Je- 
su s--in  his life , death, and resurrection. H e  forgives us for our lusts; he 
ju stifies us from  our lusts; and he sends his Spirit to sanctify us from  
our lusts. L ife  in the Spirit transform s us. Self-control is a fruit o f  the 
Spirit, a result o f  the Spirit-filled life. Paul’ s prom ise to the G alatians  
is clear and optim istic, i f  m addeningly  general: L ive by the S p ir it , and  
you  w ill not gratify the desires o f  the sinful natu re"(G al. 5 :1 6 , N I V ) .

W a lk  b y  the Spirit? O ur society is dedicated to exciting lust for  
com m ercial purposes. W e  are bathed daily in im aginary, electronic  
sexual stim ulation. Against this, the Sunday school advice to think  
pure thoughts seem s feeble, a lm ost naive.

Y e t  I b elieve Paul is thinking less o f  the m om ent o f  tem ptation  
than o f  the lifetim e o f  spiritual warfare. D esires do not go aw ay sim ply  
because w e w ant them to. T h ey do not generally disappear like a soap  
bubble w hen w e pray. T hey do fade into the background, how ever, 
w hen a  greater desire replaces them . Jesus taught us to pray for that 
desire: O ur Father in heaven, h oly  be you r nam e. Y o u r  kingdom
com e. Y o u r  w ill be done.

So  the Spirit operates, planting a desire fo r  holiness in our heart, a 
righteous lust that grow s up and puts all other desires in the shade. A  
ju st-sa y -n o  strategy alone is never sufficient for the long haul. Scrip
ture encourages us to say y e s -y e s  to the w ay  o f  the Spirit.

H aving been buried with Christ in our baptism , w e are n o w  m ade  
alive with him  by the Spirit. W e  therefore m ake our choices accord- 
in g ly -t o  the point o f  becom in g  slaves to one another out o f  love (G al. 
5 :1 3 ) , rather then serving the s e l f  and its lusts.

W h e n  w e w alk by the Spirit—that is, live a full-hearted Christian  
life in prayer, w orship , and service—w e get on to better things. W e  ap
ply  self-control because we desire what God desires for us. W e  want
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som ething better, som ething given b y  G o d  h im self. W e  desire life in 
Christ and all that he g iv es  within that life.

Th is is the good  kind o f  lust. A  m an and a  w om an  w h o desire the 
sexual life that has been g iven—sex  w ith a m arnage partner—sh ow s  
G o d ’ s w ork in their lives. D esiring your spouse is g o o d . Th is is part 
o f  life in the S p irit-d esirin g  w hat G o d  g ives.

L ife  in the Spirit is a  difficult w alk  on a narrow path. The finest, 
m ost Spirit-filled and devoted Christians struggle w ith m isdirected d e 
sire. they m ay even be tem pted far m ore pow erfu lly  than others, fo r  an 
evil pow er is a lw ays at w ork. T h ey  m ake progress only  in the sense 
that evil uses stronger and subtler m eans to tem pt them . T h ey  m ay  
graduate from  a lust for Playboy to  a  lust for pow er. W e  do not have  
die techniques to elim inate sin, let alone tem ptation, from  our lives. 
W e  w ill struggle with it until w e see Jesus.

Seeking Excuses For Our Lusts

ETH ICS F O R  TH E NINETIES
D r. W illia m  E . B row n

“ D o n ’ t you think adultery is w r o n g ?”

T he m an w h o w as being interview ed on a national talk show  shook  
his head and gave a pained sm ile .

“ H e y ,”  he replied to the interview er, “ This is the 9 0 ’ s .”

W h y  did the people in the studio applaud? W h a t is it about our so 
ciety that m akes it an em barrassm ent to believe in absolute truth and 
m orality?

T he trend tow ard personalized ethics dom inates our public dis
course on issues from  international relations to w elfare; from  the adul
tery in The Bridges o f  Madison County to the sexual prom iscuity o f  
politicians. A t  the heart o f  this trend are three underlying assum ptions  
w hich have b ecom e a  part o f  the A m erican  w ay o f  thinking.

Morality Marches On

T he first assum ption is reflected in the opening ex a m p le— ’ ’T h is is 
the 9 0 ’ s .”  The com m o n  v iew  is that m orality is constantly changing  
w ith the tim es.
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W h a t w a s once considered m orally  w ron g can n ow  be considered  
acceptable because w e have progressed b eyon d the naive m orality o f  
the p a st  T h is understanding is tied into our v iew  o f  k n ow led ge. For  
exam p le, w e know  m ore about science and history than w e  did a hun
dred years a g o ; in fact, w e have corrected m any errors and m isco n cep 
tions about the p a st

W h a t  w as held to be “ true”  in the past is not necessarily “ true”  to 
day. T h e  earth is not flat, it is spherical; the Battle o f  Bunker H ill w as  
not fou gh t on Bunker H ill, but on B reed ’ s H ill; the Pilgrim s did not 
land at P lym outh , but at P rovincetow n; adultery is not m orally  w rong, 
it is a personal choice.

From  this perspective, the m oral standards o f  the past are at best 
naive. A n y  person w ho holds that the universal standards o f  m orality  
o f  the past are appropriate for tod ay ’ s “ enlightened”  civilization is a 
dinosaur, an obscurant relic o f  the past.

"H a v e n ’ t you read N ietzsch e , Freud, and all the m o d e m  n ew -a ge  
w riters?" m o d e m  m oralists ask. "T h e y  call us to m ov e b eyon d the 
traditional form s o f  m orality to achieve the next level o f  hum an devel
o p m e n t Stop getting in the w ay  o f  p ro g ress !"

The Devil and DNA

A  second assum ption is to see all hum an actions as a result o f  
purely physical factors, particularly genetic. Our genetic m akeup  
causes us to behave in certain w ays or at least m akes us m ore likely  to 
behave in certain w ays.

T hese actions m ay be different from  those com m only  practiced by  
the general population. Such actions m a y  be called im m oral b y  the 
m ajority as it asserts its num erical superiority over the actions o f  the 
m inority. Instead o f, "T h e  devil m ade m e do it," it is m ore proper to  
say, "T h e  D N A  m ade m e do it."

A  g o o d  exam ple o f  this is found in a recently published book by  
Robert W rig h t, The Moral Animal:Evolutionary Psychology in Every
day Life. W rig h t attempts to prove that sexual prom iscuity is natural 
because o f  the built-in hum an drive to reproduce as w idely  as possible.

H e  w rites, "A ccord in g  to evolutionary psychologists, our everyday, 
ever shifting attitudes tow ard a m ate or prospective m ate—trust, suspi
cion , rhapsody, revulsion, w ants, iciness—are the handiwork o f  natural 
selection that remain with us today because in the past they led to b e 
havior that helped spread g en es ."

These conclusions are reached by w eighing certain body parts o f  
chim panzees and gorillas and noting their m ating patterns. Com paring
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these findings with the w idespread occurrences o f  adultery and p o ly g 
am y in hum an culture, it seem s natural fo r  hum ans to  have a biological 
drive tow ard infidelity.

D o e s  anybody take this seriously? O f  course! W r ig h t ’ s theory w as  
the lead story in an issue o f  Time and m ost o f  the m ed ia  reported the 
findings.

A n  A n glican  bishop in Scotland criticized churches for their lack  
o f  understanding tow ard people w h o  com m it adultery. The M o st R ev . 
Richard H o llo w a y  claim s that hum ans have a G o d -g iv e n  urge to 
"propagate as w id ely  as p o ssib le ." H e  g o es  on to say, "G o d  has g iven  
us our prom iscuous gen es so I think it w ou ld  be w ron g for the church  
to  cond em n people w h o  have fo llo w ed  their instincts."

My Father Made Me Do It

A  third assum ption claim s that hum an behavior is the result o f  the 
social influences a person experiences. These experiences, particularly 
those o f  significant fa m ily  m em bers such as parents and spouses, cause 
the individual to act in a  certain m anner.

From  this perspective, people are "v ic tim s" o f  their social environ
m ent and not responsible for any actions arising from  that influence. 
W h ile  the nam es M en en d ez and B obbit m ay com e to m ind, I am  re
m inded o f  an incident in T exas not long ago. It seem s Candace  
M o n tg om ery  confronted a friend in her hom e with certain accusations. 
A s  they argued, the other w om an  "sh u sh e d " M rs. M o n tg om ery  because  
the children w ere sleeping.

The sound o f  the "s h h " caused M rs. M on tgom ery  to rem em ber  
w hen her father did that to her as a child. She testified that she lost 
control before hacking the w om an  4 7  tim es with an ax. Candace  
M o n tgom ery  w as declared "n ot g u ilty " o f  m urder and set free.

T h e prevailing notion is that w e are not responsible to the m oral 
standards o f  others. Either their standards are naively  o ld -fashion ed  or 
our behavior is fashioned beyond our personal control, either gen eti
cally  or socially .

I am  not discounting the fact that there m ay be genetic and social 
factors w hich influence a person ’ s behavior, but our current approach  
to m orality defined b y  m oral relativism  and victim ization ultim ately  
dehum anizes our culture. T h ese assum ptions locate the m oral center o f  
gravity at its low est point: personal choice and individual preference.
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Back To The Basics

H o w  long m ust w e put up w ith the horrible consequences o f  this 
approach, seen in the huge and dramatic increases in vio len t crim es 
am ong youth, teenage suicide, teen pregnancy and abortion? W h a t  leg 
acy are w e leaving our children? T h e current chaotic situation in our 
society w ill not be overcom e until w e replace these three faulty as
sum ptions with tw o truths.

The first truth is basic: M orality , both public and private, originates 
in the character and w ill o f  G o d . I f  A m erican  culture continues to base 
m orality exclu sively  on the foundation o f  "personal ch o ice " (just watch  

' the daytim e talk show s to see this b e lie f exploited), then b y  w hat stand
ards can w e call anything right or w ron g?

• The hum an endeavor is not to create our ow n m orality, but to dis
cover and live by the tm e m orality . W e  do not possess the truth, it p o s
sesses us. G o d  has spoken clearly and revealed H is character and w ill 
in the Scriptures. B y  con form ing our lives and our societies to the ba
sic guidelines H e has revealed, harm ony and peace are the resu lt I am  
not advocating a theocracy or a "Christian tak eover." G o d ’ s m oral or
der is revealed in the heart o f  every person (R o m . 2 :1 5 )  and intended to 
guide all m oral choices, personal and corporate.

The second truth is ju st as basic: A ll people are individually and 
personally responsible for their actions. T o  treat a hum an being any 
less is an indignity. E ven  i f  there are extenuating circum stances, every  
person has a  choice either to  conform  to or depart from  the m oral law. 
These ch oices m ust be rewarded or punished based on G o d ’ s stand
ards, not the circum stances. For exam p le, the Scriptures recognize that 
a person m ay  steal because he is hungry, but the th ie f is still held m or
ally responsible and m ust repay (Proverbs 6 :3 0 -3 1 ) .  A  society  does no  
goo d  to itse lf or its people w hen it praises what is evil and excuses  
what is m orally  w rong.

Y e s , "th is is the 9 0 ’ s ,"  but since Jesus Christ is the sam e "yester
day, today, and forever ," it does not m atter i f  this is A D  9 7  or 1997 . 
G o d ’ s law s do not change with the calendar. W e  have the opportunity 
to be salt and light in a w orld that is increasingly unsavory and dark.

[From  B ry a n  L ife . D r. B row n is president o f  Bryan C o lleg e , D ay 
ton, T enn. H e w ill speak at the L ouisville Christian Fellow ship W e ek , 
A u g. 4 -7 .]
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Lustful Looking—W hat it Is and Isn ’ t
"Y o u  k n o w  the next com m and m en t pretty w ell to o ; ‘ D o n ’ t go  to 

bed w ith another’ s sp o u se .’ B u t d o n ’t  think y o u ’ ve preserved you r vir
tue sim ply b y  staying out o f  b ed . Y o u r  heart can be corrupted b y  lust 
even  quicker than your body. T h ose leering look s you  think nob ody  
notices—they also c o rru p t" M a tt .5 :2 7 ,2 8  in The Message (paraphrase 
b y  Eugene Peterson)

"Y o u  have heard that it w as said, ‘ D o  not c o m m it adultery.’ But I 
tell you  that anyone w h o look s at a w om an  lustfu lly  has already c o m 
m itted adultery with her in his h e a r t " M a tt .5 :2 7 ,2 8  N I V

*  *  -*  *

Undressing with the Eyes

Explanation of M att.5 :28 : " I f  w e only  think, w e  w ill not sa y —as 
som e have said—that the w ron g  desire is ju st as bad as the w ro n g  deed. 
I f  that w ere so , w e w o u ld  be saying that it is ju st as w ron g  to  have a 
tem ptation as it is to fall to that tem ptation. In that case w e  m ight as 
w ell fall to the tem ptation straight aw ay. T o  have a w ro n g  desire and 
to resist it cannot be as bad as to have a w ron g desire and to act on i t

"T h is  saying o f  Jesus has w orried a great m any p eop le . W h a t  the 
G reek [language used in M atthew ] condem ns is not the person w h o  
looks at a beautiful person and has an instinctive reaction o f  adm ira
tion and even  o f  desire. W h a t  it does con d em n —and the G reek  m akes  
this quite clear—is the person w h o look s at another in such a w ay  as 
deliberately to aw aken and to fom en t desire. W h a t  is con d em n ed  is a 
particular kind o f  look ing : the kind o f  look ing w hich reads porno
graphic literature in order quite deliberately to w aken desire; the kind  
o f  looking to be found at a  striptease sh ow ; the kind o f  lo ok in g  w hich , 
as the French phrase has it, undresses with its eyes the person at 
w h om  it look s.

"T h is  does not con dem n the kind o f  look ing w hich  c o m e s to all o f  
us sim ply because a  m an is a  m an and a  w o m an  is a w om an  and G o d  
m ade us so . It con d em n s the prying, peering look ing w h ich  uses the 
eyes to fo m en t d esire ." —W illia m  Barclay in Ethics in a Permissive 
Society

& •*  *  *

My Body and Me

"Y o u  are alw ays dragging m e d o w n ," I said to m y  B o d y .

140



"I  drag y ou  d o w n ? " replied m y  B o d y . "W h a t  d o  y ou  m ean ! W h o  
taught m e  to like tob acco  and alcoh ol? Y o u , o f  course, w ith your stu
pid im m ature idea o f  being  ‘g ro w n -u p .’ M y  taste hated both tobacco  
and alcoh ol at first, but you  insisted on having you r w a y ."

M y  B o d y  continued to scold  m e . "W h o  put ah end to all you r angry  
and revengeful thoughts last night? M e , o f  course, b y  insisting on g o 
ing to sleep. W h o  d oes his best to keep you  fro m  talking to o  m u ch  
and eating too m u ch , b y  givin g  you  sore throats and indigestion? M e , 
o f  cou rse."

"W e l l ,  w hat about s e x ? " I asked.

"Y e s ,  w hat about it? "  exclaim ed m y  B o d y . " I f  you  and your  
w retched im agination w ou ld  leave m e  alone, I w o u ld  not cause you  
any trouble. M in d , you  are unreasonable: y o u  g ive  m e  o rd e rs  a n d  
th en  b la m e  m e  fo r  c a r r y in g  th em  o u t ! "  --S ou rce  know n

& Jc Je it

Birdnest in your Hair?

"W h e n  I b ecam e a  Christian...I began to be m ore consciou s o f  
com m itting casual, fleeting "w a lk in g  dow n  the street" adulteries in m y  
im agination. T hese little scenarios w ere so natural I had not even  
thought o f  them  as adulteries until I read that Christ said that every  
m an w h o  look s at a w om an lustfully has already com m itted adultery  
w ith her in his heart.

" A t  first I w as horrified. I said to m y se lf, ‘ M a n , i f  giving  up n otic
ing g o o d  looking w o m en  is a  prerequisite for getting into heaven, I 
kn ow  I ’ ll never m ake it’ ....

"B u t  as I began to lo ok  m ore c losely  at the dynam ics o f  this alm ost  
universal experience o f  noticing, as a  reflex action, the potential sexual 
com patibility o f  a  m em b er o f  the opposite sex , I began to  realize w hat 
I had done. I had identified the instant (and autom atic) recogn ition  I 
have ju st described with the su b seq u en t im a g in a ry  ep isod e  o f  c o m 
m ittin g  a d u ltery  with the person noticed. B eco m in g  a deeply com m it
ted Christian does not keep one from  being fu lly  aware o f  beauty in 
the opposite sex . A n d  I do not think this recog n itio n  is in any sense 
sin ....

"O v e r  six hundred years a go , T h om as Ά  K em p is discussed the 
process o f  succum bing to tem ptation w ith great clarity. H e  described a 
[ljc o m in g  into the m ind o f  an evil thought, fo llow ed  b y  a [2] strong 
elaborating o f  the thought as it is led by the thinker into the inner 
cham ber o f  the im agination; [3]then a sense o f  delight; then [4 ]a  per
verse im pulse and assenting. H e  points out that the only practical
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place to stop tem ptation is at the point o f  seeing or recognizing, ‘ for  
the en em y is m ore easily o vercom e i f  he is refused entrance to  the 
d oor o f  the m ind, and resisted on the threshold at the first k n o ck ’ ... .

"B ec a u se  o f  the constant exposure to sexually attractive people on  
T .V ., in m agazines, and on  the street, there is no w ay  to hide as a 
Christian, even i f  one chose to. B u t i f  you  really b ecom e concerned  
with the am ount o f  you r attention w h ich  is absorbed b y  lust, y ou  can  
change the activity in you r im agination to an am azing degree b y  vary
ing your selection o f  b oo k s, m agazines, and film s. A s  M artin Luther  
put it, ‘Y o u  cannot keep the birds from  flyin g  over your head, but you  
can keep them  from  nesting in your hair.’ "  —K eith  M iller  in A  Sec
ond Touch; also quoting from  The Imitation of Christ, b y  Thom as  
Ά  K em p is____________________________________________________________________________

A FA  OFFERS HELP FO R PORN ADDICTS
American Family Association is expanding its efforts in the fight against 

pornography by establishing a counseling resource center for pom  addicts, their 
families and counselors.

“ W e want to be there for those hurting individuals whose lives are being 
ruined by pornography addiction.”  said Neal Clement, director o f Outreach 
Services for A F A . Clement said a major component in the new A F A  ministry is 
a telephone referral line to connect those in need to a national directory o f over 
300 Christian counseling organizations and pastoral counseling centers. “ W e  
want to bring sound Biblically based counseling to hurting people instead o f  
asking them to travel a great distance for help. ”

In addition to helping addicts and their families, Clement said the A F A  pro
ject will serve as an educational and informational resource for those counseling 
pom  addicts. He said many pastors feel unequipped in dealing with the pornog
raphy addictions. “ W e hope to establish regional pornography training sessions 
for Christian counselors, psychologists and psychiatrists who want to be edu
cated about the effects o f  pornography and the fundamentals o f  treating the ad
dicts.”  Clement said.

“ A F A  has been on the front lines o f  the pornography battle since 1976. W e  
have witnessed the devastating effects o f pornography first hand through the nu
merous letters and phone calls from people who need help.”  Clement, who for
merly worked with a drug and alcohol abuse prevention agency, said that 
temptation to be exposed to pornography is everywhere-from  television pro
grams, advertisements, movies, home videos, and computer bulletin boards to 
the more common soft and hard core pom  magazines.

“ I don’t thing the pom  addict wakes up one morning and says to himself, T 
think I ’ ll become an addict today’. It’ s a cunning and progressive condition that 
had several recognizable stages.”  He describes pornography addiction as at 
least equal in power to alcohol and other drugs. “ God gave us, especially men. 
a natural desire for sex. This natural desire unchecked can turn into an unnatu
ral and overwhelming compulsion that reaps devastating consequences on the 
addict, their families and communities. A F A  wants to help.”

Help for pom  addicts, their families, sexual trauma victims and counselors. 
Call &  ask for Neal Clement: (601) 844-5036.
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O vercom ing  the Flesh ’ s Prom ptings, 
Following the Spirit’ s Promptings

John R . W .  Stott

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires o f  
the flesh. 17 For the desires o f  the flesh are against the Spirit, and the 
desires o f  the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each 
other, to prevent you from doing what you would. 18 But i f  you are led 
by the Spirit you are not under the law. 19 Now the works o f  the flesh 
are plain: immorality, impurity, licentiousness,

20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dis
sension, party spirit, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I 
warn you, a s I w arned you before, that those w ho do such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom  o f  G od .

22 But the fruit o f  the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such there is 
no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires. 25 I f  we live by the Spirit, let us also 
walk by the Spirit. (Gal. 5:16-25, RSV)

The them e o f  these paragraphs m ay be divided into tw o  and enti
tled "the fact o f  Christian co n flic t" and "the w ay o f  Christian victory." 
The com batants in the con flict are the flesh and the S p irit "T h e  flesh " 
stands for our fallen condition, w hat w e are b y  natural birth. "T h e  
Spirit" stands for w hat w e b ecom e b y  new  birth, the birth o f  the Sp irit

S om e teachers m aintain that the Christian has no inner con flict, no  
civil war within h im self, because (they say) his flesh has been eradi
cated [or at least it can and ought to be, by a  2nd blessing, they c la im --  
A V W ]  and his old  nature is dead. This passage contradicts such a  view . 
Certainly, as w e le a m  to w alk in the Spirit, the flesh b ecom es increas
ingly subdued. But the flesh  and the Spirit rem ain, and the con flict be
tw een them is fierce and unrem itting.

Som ething needs to be said about the expression  used in the King  
James V ersio n , "the lust o f  the flesh " (v .1 6 ) . U nfortunately this has 
com e to have a connotation in English w hich  its G reek equivalent did 
not have. N ow ad ay s "lu s t" m eans "unrestrained sexual desire" and 
"f le s h " m eans "b o d y ,"  so that "the lusts o f  the fle sh " are (in everyday  
language) those connected with our bodily  appetites. But Paul’ s m ean
ing is m uch w ider than this. For him  the lusts o f  the flesh are all the 
sinful desires o f  our fallen nature. H is  u gly  catalog o f  fifteen "w o rk s o f  
the flesh" puts this beyond question.
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Th is is n ot to say that his list is  exhaustive, fo r  he ends it b y  saying  
"an d  the lik e " (v .2 1 ) . But those he includes b elo n g  to at least four  
rea lm s--sex  (3  w orks o f  the flesh as specified  in v .1 9 ) , religion (2  
m ore, in v .2 0 a ) , society (8 , in v s s .2 0 b -2 1 a ), and drink (2 , in v .2 1 b ) . T o  
this list Paul adds a solem n w arning: I warn you, as I warned you be
fore, that those who do such things (the verb tense show s he refers to 
habitual practice rather than an isolated lapse) shall not inherit the 
kingdom o f  God.

Paul then records a cluster o f  nine Christian graces, "th e fruit o f  the 
Spirit," the natural produce that appears in the lives o f  Spirit-led Christ
ians. Th is section (v ss . 1 6 -2 5 )  is sim ply  fu ll o f  the H o ly  Spirit. H e  is 
m entioned seven tim es b y  n am e. H e is presented as our Sanctifier w ho  
alone can o ppose and subdue our flesh , and cause the fruit o f  righteous
ness to grow  in our lives.

W h e n  w e  exam ine the w orks o f  the flesh and the fruit o f  the Spirit 
in detail, it b eco m e s even  clearer to us than before that the flesh  and the 
Spirit are in active con flict w ith one another. T h ey  are pulling in o p p o 
site directions. A n d  the result o f  this con flict is "s o  that w hat you w ill 
to do you cannot d o " (end o f  v . 17 , N E B ). T he parallel betw een this lit
tle phrase and the second part o f  R om ans 7 is, in m y  ju d gm en t, too  
close to be accidental. Every renew ed Christian can say "I  delight in 
the law  o f  G o d , in m y  in m ost s e l f ' (R o m .7 :2 2 ) . Th at is, 1 lo ve it and 
lon g to do it. M y  n ew  nature hungers for G o d , fo r  godliness and for  
good n ess. I w ant to be g o o d  and to do  g o o d ."  That is the language o f  
every  regenerate believer. "B u t ,"  he has to add, "b y  m y se lf, even  with  
these new  desires, I cannot do  w hat I w ant to d o . W h y  not? B ecause o f  
sin that dw ells  w ithin m e " ( R o m .7 :1 4 -2 5 ) . O r, as the apostle expresses  
it here in G alatians 5 , "becau se o f  the strong desires o f  the flesh  which  
lust against the Spirit."

Th is is the Christian con flict—fierce and bitter. M o reov er, it is a 
con flict in w hich  by himself the Christian sim ply  cannot be victorious. 
H e is obliged  to  say, "I  can w ill w hat is right, but I cannot do  it" 
(R o m .7 :18) or, speaking as it w ere to h im self, "y e  cannot do the things 
that ye w o u ld " (G a l.5 :1 7 , K J V ).

"Is  that the w h ole  story?" so m e perplexed reader w ill be asking. "Is  
this all Christianity o ffers—an experience o f  continuous d e fe a t?" In
deed, it is n o t  I f  w e were left to ourselves, w e could not do w hat w e  
w ou ld ; instead, w e w o u ld  succum b to the desires o f  our old nature. But 
i f  w e "w a lk  b y  the Spirit" (v .1 6 ) , then w e shall not gratify the desires 
o f  the flesh . W e  shall still experience them , but w e shall not indulge 
them . O n  the contrary, w e shall bear the fruit o f  the Spirit
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The Way of Christian Victory

W h a t  m ust w e do in order to control the lusts o f  the flesh and to  
bear the fruit o f  the Spirit? W e  m ust m aintain tow ard each the proper  
Christian attitude. Th at is, w e m ust “ cru cify”  the flesh , and “ w a lk ”  b y  
the Spirit.

1. T h o se  w h o b elo n g  to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh  with  
its passions and desires”  (v .2 4 ) .

N otice  that the “ cru cifix ion ”  described here is som ething that is 
done not to  us but b y  u s. It is w e ourselves w h o are said to have done  
it. In other w ords, G a l. 5 :2 4  does n ot teach the sam e truth as G a l. 2 :2 0  
or R o m . 6 :6 . In those verses w e are told  that by faith-union w ith Christ 
“ w e h ave been crucified with h im .”  B u t here it is w e w h o have taken  
action. It is not n o w  a  “ d y in g ”  w hich  w e have experienced through  
union with Christ; it is rather a deliberate “ putting to death.”

W h a t does it m ea n ? Paul borrow s the idea o f  crucifixion  from  
Christ H im s e lf  w h o  said, “ I f  any m an w ou ld  com e after m e, let him  
deny h im se lf and take up his cross and fo llo w  m e ”  (M ark  8 :3 4 ) . T o  
“ take up the cro ss”  w as our L o rd ’ s v iv id  figure o f  speech for se lf-d e 
nial. E very fo llo w er  o f  H is is to behave like a con d em n ed crim inal and 
carry his cross to the place o f  execution. N b w  Paul takes the idea to its 
logical conclu sion . W e  m ust not only  take up our cross and w alk  with  
it, but actually see that the execution takes place. W e  are to take the 
flesh , our w illfu l and w ayw ard se lf, and (m etaphorically speaking) nail 
it to the cross. That is Paul’ s description o f  repentance, o f  turning our 
back on the old life o f  selfishness and sin, repudiating it finally  and ut
terly.

T h is rejection o f  our old  nature is to be decisive. A lth ough  death 
by crucifixion  w as a lingering death, it w as certain death. Crim inals  
w h o w ere nailed to a  cross did not survive. “ Christians do  not succeed  
in com p letely  destroying the flesh w hile here b e lo w ; but they have  
fixed  it to the cross and they are determ ined to keep it there till it e x 
p ires,”  wrote John B ro w n . The G reek  verb “ have crucified”  is in the 
aorist tense, indicating that this is som ething w e did decisively  at the 
m om ent o f  conversion . W h e n  w e  cam e to Christ, w e repented. W e  
“ cru cified ”  everything w e kn ew  to be w rong. W e  too k  our old self-  
centered nature, with all its sinful passions and desires, and nailed it to  
the cross. S o , Paul says, i f  w e crucified the flesh , w e  m ust leave it 
there to die. W e  m ust renew  every day this attitude tow ards sin o f  
ruthless and u n com prom ising  rejection.

A s  Jesus said, every Christian m ust “ take up his cross daily”  
(L uk e 9 :2 3 ) ,
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T h e first great secret o f  holiness lies in the degree and the d ecisive
ness o f  our repentance. I f  besetting sins persistently plague us, it is 
either because w e have n ever truly repented, or b ecau se , having re
pented, w e  have not m aintained our repentance.

2 . N o w  notice the attitude w hich  we^are to  adopt tow ards the H o ly  
S p irit T h is is described in tw o  w a y s . 1 , it is to be led by the Spirit (v . 
18 ). 2n d ly , it is to walk by the Spirit (v v . 16 , 2 5 ) . T h e form er expres
sion is passive and the latter expression  is active. It is the Spirit w ho  
does the leading, but w e  w h o  do  the w alk in g .

T h e verb “ led ”  w as som etim es u sed  o f  shepherd leading sheep, 
and o f  w ind  driving a  ship. A s  our “ leader”  the H o ly  Spirit takes the 
initiative. H e  asserts H is  desires against th ose o f  the flesh  (v .1 7 )  and 
form s w ithin u s h oly  and h eaven ly  desires. H e  puts this gentle pressure 
upon u s, and w e m ust yield  to H is direction and control. B ut it is a 
great m istake to suppose that our w h ole  duty lies in passive subm ission  
to the Spirit’ s control, as i f  all w e had to  do  w a s to  surrender to H is  
leading. O n  the contrary, w e are ourselves to “ w a lk ,”  actively  and 
purposefully , in the right w a y .

A s ,  therefore, w e “ crucify  the fle sh ,”  repudiating w hat w e know  to  
be w rong, so  too  w e m ust “ w a lk  b y  the Spirit,”  setting ourselves to fo l
lo w  w hat w e  know  to be r ig h t W e  turn from  w hat is ev il in order to 
occupy ourselves w ith w hat is g o o d . A n d  i f  it is vital to be ruthless in 
turning aw ay from  the things o f  the flesh , it is equally vital to be d isci
plined in turning tow ards die things o f  the Spirit. W e  are to “ set our  
m inds on  the things o f  the Spirit,”  to "s e e k  the things that are a b o v e " 
(R o m . 8 :5 ;  C o l. 3 :1 ) . T h is w ill be seen in our w h ole w ay  o f  life—in the 
leisure occupations w e pursue, the b oo k s w e  read and the friendships 
w e m ake and above all in a diligent use o f  the m eans o f  grace. W e  
m ust y ield  passively  to the Spirit’ s control, but w e m ust also w alk ac
tively  in the Spirit’ s w ay . O n ly  so  w ill the fruit o f  the Spirit appear.

[Condensed/adapted from  The Message o f  Galatians b y  John R. 
W . Stott. C opyright 1968  by John R . W .  Stott. U sed  by perm ission o f  
InterVarsity Press, P .O . B o x  1 4 0 0 , D ow n ers G ro v e , IL  6 0 5 1 5 .]
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T H E  H O L Y  SP IR IT  A N D  O U R
JE A L O U S  L U ST

D ennis F . K inlaw

[Editor’ s note: A s  earlier articles have made clear, sexual lust is 
not the only kind. Our strong desires to outshine others and be 
praised more than others-these too are lusts. They spring from pride 
and result in envy and jealousy. The following article is an exceipt 
from the book Preaching in the Spirit, by Dr. Dennis Kinlaw. W e  
use it with his permission.]

The H o ly  Spirit is the key to effective witness, but H e is a lso  the 
key to  h oly  living. W h e n  the Spirit fills us, H e  cleanses us too . H e  
m akes as m uch differen ce in our liv ing  as in our serving. A  story from  
the life o f  Sam uel C hadw ick illustrates this. W e  w ere privileged to  
have visiting in our h om e a British evangelist w h o  had been a student 
at C li f f  C olleg e w hen  C hadw ick w as the principal there. Since C had
w ic k ’ s w ritings on  prayer and the w ork  o f  the H o ly  Spirit had deeply  
im pressed m e . I asked our visitor to tell w hat sort o f  person C hadw ick  
w as. This is the story he told:

N o  guest speaker w as scheduled in the Thursday chapel services at 
C li f f  C olleg e , instead the students and s ta ff w ere invited to share their 
prayer requests, testim onies, and prayers and intercession. In one o f  
these services, a student arose and told h o w  he w as fighting an unex
pected battle with je a lo u sy . H e  asked everyone to pray for him . Dr. 
C had w ick listened sym pathetically and then recounted an experience  
w ith jea lo u sy  from  this ow n  life.

C hadw ick had received an invitation to be one o f  tw o B ible teach
ers at a w ell-k n o w n  conference in Britain. The other speaker w as to be 
G . C am pbell M o rga n . Chadw ick said, “ It did not really hurt m y pride 
to be invited to w ork  with M o rga n , since at that tim e he w as easily the 
best-know n preacher in the English  language. I thought, W h a t an 
honor to be speaking on  the sam e program  w ith G . C am pbell M organ! 
Perhaps som e fo lk s are taking notice o f  m e!

C hadw ick prepared carefully for the conference. H e was m indful 
o f  the fact that he and M organ  w ere to speak at successive hours and 
w ere to alternate tim es every day.

The first m orning C had w ick spoke to a large crowd in the first 
hour and M o rga n  spoke to a com parable crow d for the second. The  
next m orning M o rga n  spoke to a large crow d in the first service. But 
when C hadw ick arose to speak, great num bers o f  people left. The next 
m orning C h ad w ick  spoke to a sm all group first; then a large audience 
cam e in for M o rga n .

147



C hadw ick w as hurt. H e  w ent to his room  and knelt in prayer. 
"T h is  is n ot fair, L o rd ," he said.

"O h ? "  the Lord seem ed to reply. "W h a t  do you w ant M e  to do  
about th is?"

"W e l l ,  I d o n ’ t k n ow . But it hurts. It’ s em barrassing."

C hadw ick w as not prepared for the L o rd ’ s response: "A r e  you  
sorry, C hadw ick, that w e ’ ve g o t a fe llo w  like M organ  on our te a m ?"

" N o ! "  C hadw ick replied. "B u t  it hurts."

"A r e  you suggesting that I quit blessing M o rg a n ? " the Lord co n 
tinued.

Then C hadw ick saw  the truth. H e  found h im se lf saying, "F orgive  
m y  attitude, Lord . N o , I am  not sorry w e ’ ve got a fe llo w  like this on  
our team , and I d on ’ t w ant you  to quit b lessing  h im ."

That day and for the rest o f  the conference, Sam uel C hadw ick  
b lock ed  out a tim e to pray fo r  G . C am p bell M organ  and for the success  
o f  his m inistry. C hadw ick said; A fte r  that I found m y s e lf  goin g  with  
excitem ent to hear M organ  each day, g iv in g  thanks that w e had a fe l
low  like that on our te a m ." M o rg a n ’ s success w as now  C h ad w ick ’ s 
success because both o f  them  were w orking with the sam e Spirit. It 
seem s to m e that this is illustrative o f  w hat Paul m eans w hen he says, 
" .  . .A ll  things are yours, whether Paul or A p o llo s  or C ephas or die 
w orld or lifee or death or the present or the fu tu re -a ll are yours and 
you  are o f  Christ, and Christ is o f  G o d " (1 C or. 3 :2 1 -2 3 ) .

W h e n  the Spirit c om es in H is sanctifying fullness, H e cleanses us 
o f  the self-interest that corrupts all w e touch apart from  H is cleansing. 
H e sets us free to rejoice in H is  w ork, not in ours. In fact, w e find true 
fu lfillm ent only in H is w orking, no matter h ow  or through w hom  H e  
co m e s. T h is is the real liberation o f  Christian living, liberation from  
the inward bonds o f  self.
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What the Bible Teaches A bou t . . .

THE H OLY SPIRIT
A le x  V .  W ils o n

Though the H o ly  Spirit has received m uch attention in recent dec
ades, for m ost o f  church history H e w as indeed "th e forgotten m em b er  
o f  the T rin ity ." In som e places H e  still is.

The H o ly  Spirit, forgotten? Y e s . In the Stone/C am pbell m o v e 
m en t’ s history H e has b y  and large either been shunned or else H is  
place in m a n ’ s conversion has been  hotly  debated. B ut not m uch p osi
tive teaching has been g iven . A n d  in the broader Evangelical w orld it 
has been about the sam e, at least during m any periods. For instance, 
any textbook  in th eology  w hich  is still published o ver a century after it 
w as written m u st be ranked as outstanding in influence. The w orks o f  
Charles H o d g e  and A .  H . Strong fit into this category. Y e t  notice a sur
prising b lin d -sp o t  Strong devotes barely 10 o f  his 1 ,0 56  pages to the 
H o ly  Spirit. H o d g e ’ s three v olu m e set, written in 18 71 , totals 2 ,2 6 0  
pages. Y e t  o n ly  13 o f  them  are about the H o ly  S p irit

W h a t  an oversight! W h a t lack o f  balance! H o w  can w e account for  
this strange p h enom en on? It seem s to m e there are three causes o f  i t  
First is a natural reason: The Father (because o f  creation) and the Son  
(because o f  the incarnation) seem  m ore real and less m ysterious than 
the Spirit, w h o  w orks inw ardly and in visibly. A n d  H is nam e in the 
K in g  Jam es V e rsio n , "th e H o ly  G h o st ," m ak es H im  s e e m -w e ll ,  
ghostly!

Secon d , there is a B iblically  understandable reason for this lack o f  
attention (though it in no w ay excu ses m in im izin g the Spirit as m an y  
have d o n e). That is, the Spirit g lorifies n ot H im se lf  but C h rist  
(J n .1 6 :14 .) H e  delights to draw attention to  the Son. Like the s-u -n , 
w hich can ’t b e  look ed  at, but h y  w hich w e lo o k  at everything e lse—so  
w e c a n ’t fu lly  understand the w orking o f  the divine C ounselor, yet by  
H im  w e are enlightened regarding spiritual m atters, especially C h rist

Third, there is a bad reason : T o o  often the Spirit has been ne
glected and even  w ron gly  feared as an over-reaction to the extrem ism  
and em otion alism  am on g som e churches. It ’ s Satan ’ s com m on  pendu
lum  trick. H e  tries his hardest to g et so m e churches to go  overboard in 
one w ay  or other in their teaching or practice, because alm ost alw ays  
other churches w ill g o  to the opposite extrem e. Thus all o f  them w ill 
be o ff-b a lan ce . L et’ s avoid fa lling  for his sch em es.

The importance of the Holy Spirit is seen in John 16 :7. The dis
ciples no doubt considered this statem ent o f  Jesus the m ost absurd 
H e ’d ever m a d e ! Listen: "It is for your good—to your advantage—that I 
am going away1!"  H o w  in the w orld could that be true? "F o r  i f  I do
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not g o  aw ay, the C ou n selor w ill not co m e  to you ; but i f  I g o , I w ill send  
h im  to y o u ."  Think h ow  w eak , sinful, foo lish  and quarrelsom e th ey ’ d 
been even  with Jesus in their m idst. A n d  th ey ’ d be better o f f  with H im  
g o n e?  Y e s , H e  assures them . It is better to have G o d ’ s Spirit in your  
hearts than to have G o d ’ s Son  in you r m id s t  (T h ere ’ s at least one o b v i
ous reason w h y this is true. Think about it.)

The H o ly  Spirit is indeed im portant. L et ’ s see what w e can learn 
b y  exam ining h ow  H is w ork during the O ld  C ovenant era differed from  
H is ministries during our N e w  C oven an t age.

The Spirit of the Lord in the Old Testament

The H o ly  Spirit didn’ t  w ait until the Church began before H e  
becam e active. The O ld  Testam ent records a num ber o f  H is m inistries.

(1 ) The m ost com m o n  w as H is inspiring the sayings and 
w ritings o f  the prophets, psalm ists and other spokesm en o f  the Lord. 
O ver 3 ,0 0 0  tim es in the O T  w e read statem ents like "T h is  is w hat the 
Lord sa y s ..."  or "T h e  W o r d  o f  the L ord  cam e to [M o se s , or Jeremiah, 
e tc .] ."  D avid  w rote, "T h e  Spirit o f  the Lord spoke through m e ; his 
w ord w as on m y  ton g u e ." A n d  m uch  later, w hen Paul declared "A l l  
Scripture is G od-breathed [or in spired]," he w as thinking as m u ch  o f  
the O T  writings as o f  the N T . (2  S a m .2 3 :2 ; 2 T i m .3 :16.)

(2 )  The H o ly  Spirit w as in volved  som eh ow  in creation, and 
is still active in the preservation and renew al o f  Earth and its creatures. 
(G en . 1 :2 ; P s a .l0 4 :2 7 -3 0 .)

(3 )  The Lord "fille d  B ezale l with the Spirit o f  G o d , with  
skill, ability and k now ledge in all kinds o f  crafts"  as he led the c o n 
struction o f  the tabernacle. ( E x .3 1 :1 -1 1 .)  G o d ’ s em pow ering is not lim 
ited to activities like preaching and teaching.

(4 )  "T h e  Spirit o f  the L ord  cam e upon G id eo n ," providing  
h im  with leadership ability. A n d  at least three tim es w e read about 
Sam son , "T h e  Spirit o f  the Lord cam e upon him  in p o w e r ," giving him  
prow ess in battle or tim es o f  danger. O ther leaders too w ere equipped  
b y  H im  with skill and w isd om  to lead G o d ’ s p eop le : see N u m . 1 1 :1 6 -  
17 , fo r  exam ple.

N o w  notice the case o f  K in g  Saul. W h e n  Sam uel anointed  
him  king, he told h im , "T h e  Spirit o f  the Lord w ill com e upon you  in 
pow er, and you w ill prophesy...and y ou  w ill be changed into a different  
person" (1 Sam . 1 0 :6 ) . W h a t a privilege—to receive from  the M o st  H igh  
the inner resources needed to rule the w h ole nation. A n d  Saul began his 
reign w ell. But later he becam e guilty o f  u n b elief and d isobedience, so 
w e read, "N o w  the Spirit o f  the Lord had departed from  S a u l...."  (1 
S a m .16  14). T h e rest o f  his reign w a s tragic.
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D av id , his successor, w as a m an after G o d ’ s ow n heart. B ut des
pite his intense love for the Lord , he too  w as frail and sinful. W e  all 
know  o f  the sordid B athsheba affair. W h e n  D avid  cam e to  his senses  
and repented, no doubt he rem em bered h o w  G o d ’ s Spirit le ft Saul after 
he defied  G o d ’ s com m and s. So  w hen he pled for forgiveness, he 
added, "C reate in m e a pure heart, O  G o d , and renew a  steadfast spirit 
within m e . D o  not cast m e from  your presence or take your H o ly  Spirit 
from  m e " (P sa -5 1 :1 1 ).

Putting all these facts together, w e conclude that in O ld  C ovenant  
tim es the H o ly  Spirit cam e upon only  a fe w  individuals in Israel 
(m ainly prophets and leaders),—not all o f  G o d ’ s people. A ls o , H is  c o m 
ing upon them  w as tem porary. W h e n  the assigned task w as done, or i f  
the person transgressed, the Spirit m ight leave. A lso , H is  purpose was  
to impart special abilities to them . A n d  in m an y  cases the results were  
m ainly external. The em phasis seem s to be on battles w on  or ju d g 
m ents rendered or the tabernacle built, m ore than on personal holiness. 
A fte r  all, G id eo n , Sam son , and Saul all had glaring m oral deficiencies, 
and even D avid  fell extrem ely short o f  G o d ’ s standards. Y e t  b y  H is  
enabling they accom plish ed som e great feats on b eh a lf o f  G o d  and H is  
people.

So w e  su m m arize: D uring the O ld  C oven ant era the H o ly  Spirit 
w as active, but H is w ork w as (1 ) lim ited in extent, (2 ) tem porary in du
ration, and (3 )  m ainly  outward in effects. That sounds as i f  H is  im pact 
w as rather puny, doesn ’t it? True enou gh ; but this w as not because 
G od  cou ld n ’t do any better! Rather it w a s part o f  H is w ise  plan, and 
fulfilled a necessary purpose. It w as to dem onstrate to m en their w eak
ness and their dire need for G o d  to do for them  what they could not do  
for th em selves.

Paul explained this later. "T h e  law  [i.e . the O ld Covenant] was  
pow erless [because] it w as w eakened b y  the sinful nature" (R o m .8 :3 ) . 
In other w ords, its failure w as m an ’ s fault, not G o d ’ s. A g a in , referring 
to the O ld  C ovenant, "engraved in letters on ston e" [i.e . the 10 c o m 
m ands], he called it "the m inistry that condem ns m en " and "brought  
death." In contrast he nam es the N e w  C ovenan t "the m inistry o f  the 
Spirit...the m inistry that brings righteousness." (2  C o r .3 :6 -9 .)  W h a t a 
contrast. (H ow ever, these differences betw een the covenants should  
not be overstressed. M ain ly  it w as a  matter o f  differing em phasis. A l 
w ays salvation w as by G o d ’ s grace through responsive faith.

Fitting in with Paul’ s view point, the O T  writers them selves looked  
forward to a m uch brighter future. M a n y  prom ises were m ade about 
glorious rimes that lay ahead for G o d ’ s people, and the H o ly  Spirit 
w ould play a m ajor role in that com in g  gold en  age! H is w ork within 
the depths o f  our hearts w ou ld  be the crow ning glory o f  the N e w  C o v e 
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nant the L ord  w ou ld  m ake w ith H is  people. (J e r .31 :3 1 -3 4 ; E z e k .3 6 :2 5 -  
2 8 .)

Promises of a Spirit-filled People

Several im portant O T  passages foretell a tim e w hen the H o ly  
Spirit’ s w ork am ong G o d ’ s people w ould  be far w ider and deeper than 
it w as during the O ld  C ovenant era. L e t ’ s notice those scriptures.

1. Isaiah says, "T h e  fortress w ill be abandoned, the n oisy  city de - 
serted...till the Spirit is poured upon us from  on h igh, and the desert b e 
com es a fertile fie ld ....R igh teou sn ess [w ill] live  in the fertile fie ld . The  
fruit o f  righteousness w ill be p e a c e ...."  ( 3 2 :1 4 -1 8 ) .

A g a in  he writes, "D o  not be afraid, 0  Jacob, m y  se rv a n t...F o r  I 
w ill pour w ater on the thirsty land, and stream s on the dry ground; _1 
w ill pour out m y  Spirit on your offsp rin g . . . . "  (4 4 :2 -3 ) .  A n d  again, 
" ‘ The R ed eem er w ill co m e to Z io n , to those in Jacob w h o repent o f  
their sin s,’ declares the Lord. ‘A s  for m e, this is m y  covenant with  
th e m ....M y  Spirit, w ho is on y o u , and m y w ords that I have put in your  
m outh w ill not depart from  your m outh, or from  the m ouths o f  your  
children, or from  the m ouths o f  their descendants from  this tim e on and 
forever’ "  (5 9 :2 0 -2 1 ) .

2 . B efore Isaiah’ s tim e, the prophet Joel g ave the prediction m ade  
fam ou s because Peter quoted it on Pentecost. In Joel 2 :2 8 -2 9  the Lord  
says, "A n d  afterward, I w ill pour out m y  Spirit on all p eop le . Y o u r  sons  
and daughters w ill prophesy, your old m en w ill dream  dream s, your  
young m en w ill see vision s. E ven on m y  servants, both m en  and 
w o m en , I w ill pour out m y  Spirit in those d a y s ." N otice  the great c o n 
trast betw een the sparsity o f  the Spirit’ s m inistry in O T  tim es with H is  
overflow in g w ork to occur in the future: "I  w ill pour out m y  Spirit in 
those days, on all [M y ] p e o p le "-re g a rd le ss  o f  gender ("so n s/d a u g h -  
ters...both m e n /w o m e n "), or o f  age ("o ld  m en /you n g  m e n ") , or o f  social 
class ("th e servants and h a n d -m a id s," A S V ; "e v e n  on the m ale  and fe 
m ale servants," N A S V ) . N o t  ju st prophets and rulers, but every be
liever w ould enter into these b lessin gs.

3 . Ezekiel m akes sim ilar jo y fu l prom ises, stressing that the Spirit 
w ou ld  produce not ju st external service but holy  character, from  the in
side out. In one o f  the highest peaks o f  O T  prophecy, the Lord says in 
E z e k .3 6 :2 4 -3 1 , "I w ill gather you from  all the countries and bring you  
back into your ow n land....I w ill cleanse you  from  all your im purities 
and from  all your idols. L w ill give you  a  n ew  heart and put a n ew  spirit 
in y ou : I w ill rem ove from  you your heart o f  stone and give you  a heart 
o f  flesh . A n d  L a d ll put m y_S p in t in you  and m o v e  you to fo llo w  m v  
decrees and be careful to keep m v law s. Y o u  w ill live in the land I gave  
your forefathers; you  w ill be m y people, and I will be you r G o d ."
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T h o se last eleven  w ords are c o m m o n ly  used w hen G o d  enters a c o v e 
nant relation with H is people.

Conclusions

T hus the future blessing  and g lory  prom ised to Israel depended not 
only  upon the com in g  M essiah , but ju st as definitely upon the Spirit o f  
the L ord . The M essiah  w ou ld  reign victoriou sly; the Spirit w ou ld  trans
form  inwardly. T h ese predictions set the stage for John the B aptizer’ s 
proclam ation, "I  baptize you  with w ater. B u t one m ore pow erful than I 
w ill co m e [the Christ], the thongs o f  w h ose sandals I am  not w orthy to  
untie. H e  w ill baptize y o u  with the H o ly  Spirit. . . . "  (L k .3 :1 6 ; c f. A c ts  
1 :4 -5 ) . Jesus cam e, and by H is death, resurrection, ascension and pour
ing out o f  the Spirit from  on high (L k .2 4 :4 9 ) , H e inaugurated the age o f  
the N e w  C ovenant, the greater and final covenant (H e b .8 :6 ) .

A n d  w onder o f  w onders, G entile believers like us are privileged to 
inherit those b lessings prom ised to Israel. W e  G entile branches have 
been  grafted into the tree o f  believing  Israel (R o m .l  1 :1 7 -2 4 ) . Their  
M essiah  is ours too . The Spirit prom ised  to them  is g iv en  to us as w ell, 
through faith in the Savior. This present era is the age or dispensation  
o f  the Spirit (2  C o r .3 :3 -l  1). W h e n  w e  received Christ as lord and sav
ior, G o d  saved us, not o n ly  "through the w ashing o f  rebirth" but also  
through "renew al b y  the H o ly  Spirit, w h o m  he poured out on us gener
o u s ly " (T it .3 :5 -6 ) .

A n d  no longer is the Spirit’ s w ork lim ited in extent to leaders and 
prophets, but every one o f  G o d ’ s p eop le is indw elt and em pow ered (1 
C o r .l2 :1 3 ) .  N o  m ore are H is visits m erely  tem porary in duration, for  
our Lord g ives us the C ou nselor to  be with us forever (J n .l4 :1 6 ) . A n d  
though the Spirit still w orks outw ardly as and w hen H e ch oo ses— 
equipping us to serve G o d —the m ain  fruit n ow  o f  H is  indw elling is 
h oly  character (G a l.5 : 2 2 -2 3 ) . H e  strengthens us w ith pow er in our in
ner being fE p h .3 :161 .

W h a t  privilege! Since H e has n ow  b ecom e fu lly  available for us, 
let us be fu lly  available for H im . "B e  filled  with the Spirit" (E p h .5 :19).
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Autobiography o f  a Bible
What kind o f  story would a Bible in China tell about its life? Here 

is an imaginative reconstruction, pieced together from the notes written 
on the flyleaf o f  an actual Bible.

I cam e o f f  m y  press in 19 92 , so b y  C h in a ’ s standards I w as a fairly  
new  B ib le . H o w ev er , since I did not c o m e  o f f  an o fficia l press, I had 
disadvantages. M y  paper w as not very thin, so I w as a  thick b oo k — 
nearly four inches thick. That im m ediately  gave m e  aw ay as an illegal 
B ible. A ls o , m y  cover w as cheap and m ade o f  paper, so w henever I 
traveled it had to be in secret.

M y  first trip w as at the bottom  o f  an o ld  suitcase, dow n  am ong the 
socks and underw ear. The ow ner did n ot dare to take m e out and read 
m e on the train jou rn ey. W e  arrived in the north o f  C hina, and I was  
taken to a  sm all house w here there w as a class o f  16 house church lead
ers. T h ey  w ere o v e q o y e d  to see m e . I seem ed I w as the only  Bible  
they had there.

Perhaps because o f  that, I w as actually roped to the table, so that 
no one could  steal m e . T h en  the students w ou ld  arrange to read m e in 
tw o-h ou r b lock s. E ven through the night, I w as in constant use. They  
w ould read m e with a  grubby finger, often  sounding out the words  
aloud. I heard all their em otions as they read: pu zzlem ent, anger, jo y  
and peace.

Copied B y  Hand

A  year o f  constant use began to take its toll. I had to be refur
bished tw ice—reglued the first tim e and recovered the second tim e. 
Every tw o  m onths, a  fe w  w om en  from  the house churches w ould  com e  
and spend hours with m e  cop ying m y  pages. T h e students used to get 
irritated during those tim es because th ey cou ld  not read m e . Around  
the clock  the w om en  copied m e, for a w eek each tim e. T h ey  were di
rected to certain b oo k s. O ne o f  them  copied the prophet Isaiah in a 
w eek , but m ostly  they copied the G o sp els , A c ts , R om ans and R evela
tion.

Suddenly the school w as raided. I w as jerked out o f  m y  rope and 
carried o f f  by a po licem an . T w o  students ended up in ja il for p o ssess
ing m e.

I found m y s e lf  in a dark cupboard in the policem an ’s house. But 1 
w as not alone. H e had a 15-year-o ld  daughter w ho use to creep d o w n 
stairs at night and read m e b y  candlelight, right there in the cupboard. 
It w as very cold for her. She w as only  in her nightshirt and her skin
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often turned blue. But she read m e quietly, hardly daring to breathe as 
she turned the pages.

On The Road

A fter a  few  m onths, she actually sm u ggled m e aw ay from  there in 
her sch ool b ag . Perhaps she thought her father w ou ld  never notice. 
A n y w a y , I w as passed into the hands o f  a you n g  itinerant evangelist, 
w h o treasured m e as i f  I w ere a  baby. H e w ou ld  wrap m e in a  plastic  
w aterproof b ag , place m e in his luggage, and b icycle  from  village to 
v illage. H e rarely had tim e to read m e h im self, but w hen he w ould  
preach, he w ou ld  turn to a  fe w  o f  his favorite passages, read m e, and 
then give a serm on. H e love preaching from  R om an s 3 , and on the par
ables o f  Jesus. H e w ould  w eep as he spoke, his tears falling on m y  
open pages in great drops, sm udging the print

But after a few  m onths som eone robbed him  and I w as stolen. I 
found m y s e lf  in a  house full o f  incense. M y  new  ow ner w as a  Taoist  
priest, and for a  w hile I lay on the altar o f  his ancestors, flanked b y  tw o  
oranges and a bag o f  nuts. B ut a  visitor saw  it and shrieked in horror, 
warning the m an w hat trouble he w ou ld  be in i f  others saw m e.

This intrigued the priest, so he began to le a f through m e . H e  
cou ld n 't read very w ell, so he invited a  local Christian to com e and e x 
plain som e passages. A  m onth later, I saw  them  both on their knees, 
con fessing  their sins to G o d  and trusting Jesus. T h e next thing I knew , 
the altar w as gon e. Soon  there w ere groups m eeting in the house, 
m ainly because I w as there. I w as read aloud and then they w ou ld  sit 
and discuss the w ords until it w as very late.

O nce they took  m e out to the fields and w hen they stopped planting  
rice they gathered around to read m e . But the leader o f  the w ork unit 
grew  angry, grabbed m e , and began to stand on m e , pressing m e into 
the m ud.

T o  m y surprise, the others rose up and threw him  in the m ud. But I 
-ruined. T h ey took m e back and tried to dry m e  out, but it w as too  late. 
A fte r  a discussion, they decided to b u m  the spoiled parts, then split m e  
up into the rem aining b ooks, sew ing each one w ith thread. S o  I b e 
cam e thirty-one book s, instead o f  ju st one.

But that's w hen I lost m y  fly lea f, and so here m y tale m ust end.

—from Open Doors N E W SB R IE F, 12/96
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VOICES from the FIELDS
Martin Brooks Maputo, Mozambique May 6, 1997 
MKBROOKS@MAF.Org (E-mail)

It’ s been an exciting fe w  days around here. I think Susan told you  
about our w orkers feuding. O ne w as fired and the other w as afraid the 
one fired w ou ld  contact the m edicine m an to w ork bad m edicine on her 
fam ily . This has been a m ild  form  o f  culture shock fo r  us. I have  
heard o f  w itch doctors and even seen a fe w  flaky p eop le I thought 
m igh t have been so m e, but this w eek w e  saw  the fear these m en and 
w om en  hold  over the everyday village person. W e  see m an y  children  
and even adults w earing colored cords around their w aist, ankle or 
wrist. Th is is usually an attempt to ward o f f  evil spirits. Ancestral 
w orship /appeasem ent, fear o f  the dead, curses and lucky charm s are 
not ju st ancient history or H o lly w o o d  stories. It is all day to day life in 
M o za m b iq u e . I f  anything bad happens to  the one fam ily , curses or an
gry ancestors w ill be blam ed. W o r se , the innocent girl w h o “ brought 
this upon the fa m ily ”  w ill be blam ed. M alaria , marital problem s, work  
related problem s, any sickness and especially  deaths are supposedly  
controlled b y  the m edicine m an or n ’ anga.

Last Thursday w as a  holiday in M o za m b iq u e . A  group o f  churches 
were having their annual conferences and asked m e to speak on prayer. 
I took G eo rg e, our team  interpreter, and headed into the city o f  
M aputo. The church w as attached to the m inister’ s house. It was a 
sm all b lock  m eeting room  with pictures o f  last y ear ’ s conference taped 
to the w alls, boarded up w in d ow s and a tin r o o f with num erous holes.

The first speaker spoke with a lot o f  energy. W e  w ould probably  
label him  a “ fire and brim stone”  preacher, but m y  interpreter c o m 
m ented that “ he had preached w ell and said he had encouraged the 
people to obey  G o d .”  Som etim es it is tough to sit for an hour and a 
h a lf o f  preaching w hen you  d o n ’ t understand but an occasional word. 
A t  the tim e o f  invitation, he encouraged everyone to com e forward to 
“ get the Spirit.”  This group is led by a m an w h o  attended a school run 
by the A sse m b lie s  o f  G o d  o f  C . E veryone began praying at once. The  
speaker asked all the pastors to pray for the ones seeking the S p irit I 
w as the only white m inister there and I w as asked to close the tim e o f  
prayer. Som etim es I find m y s e lf  in settings in w hich I ’ m not entirely 
com fortable. I prayed in English and they said several “ a m e n s”  a l
though I d o n ’t think any o f  them understood English, 1 suppose they 
trusted m e to say g o o d  things to the Father with which they w ould  feel 
com fortable agreeing. M y  teaching on  prayer [which w as really 
Christ’ s teaching on prayer] was well received. The people laughed at 
appropriate tim es (Cross-cultural hum or is really n sky). T he m an lead
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ing the Church w ants us to help teach the g ro u p ’ s Church leaders. I ’m  
excited about the opportunities.

Sunday afternoon C ecil Byrd and I had a  m eeting with one o f  the 
Z io n ist Church leaders. W e  arranged to begin  classes w ith them  in tw o  
w eek s. W e  w ill start teaching from  a b ook  called “ Follow in g Jesus.”  
It is a “ basics o f  faith”  book . A n d  w e w ill start studying H ebrew s. In 
the States, H eb rew s is not often considered a starting point for Bible  
studies. H ere, the them es o f  H eb rew s are especially  relevant A s  w e  
spoke to the m inisters, w e noticed the colored cords hanging around  
their church building. Previously w e had seen the b lood  stains from  
sacrificed anim als. [ T h ese A frican  churches still fo llo w  som e O T  prac
tices such as anim al sacrifices. B ut they are open to teaching b y  m is- 
s io n a r ie s .-A V W ] In our conversation, they m entioned an upcom ing  
service w here a prophetess w ou ld  consult the dead to m ake sure a  re
cent death o f  a church m em b er w as not caused b y  angry spirits. H e 
brew s should be an interesting study with these p eop le.

In the city o f  M aputo they have ju st changed the driving law s. Y o u  
know  h ow  in the States, i f  tw o people are m aking left hand turns, you  
cut across the intersection in front o f  each other. Y o u  can lo ok  out 
your front w in d ow  and w ave to the g uy  in the other car as he m akes his 
le ft turn in front o f  you . H ere, until M a y  5 , 1 9 9 7 , i f  tw o cars are turn
ing across traffic (here it’ s a right hand turn because w e drive on the 
opposite side o f  the road) you  pass the car yoll are m eeting and turn b e
hind the car. Th is w orks O K  until a line o f  fou r or five cars wants to 
turn in both directions and the turning paths get b locked . W h e n  this 
occurs, the person with the m o st dilapidated car or biggest “ b u ll-b ar”  
bum per gets/takes the right o f  w a y . The rules ju st changed and the 
drivers are still a little uncertain as they approach the intersections.

Please keep us in your prayers,a? w e try to g et a  grip on this culture 
and try to fit into G o d ’ s plan for M o za m b iq u e .

George C .  Galanis Piraia, Greece April 23,1997
I greet you all in the precious nam e o f  our b lessed L ord and Savior  

Jesus Christ. I am  very sorry fo r  not having written to you  earlier as I 
w anted to. T h e reason was that m y  com puter w as broken and I faced a 
lot o f  difficulties, such as serious illnesses.

. ' '■ j ■
A s  I studied one day m y  B ib le , I stopped at the apostle Paul’ s testi

m on y  in I C or. 2 . A n d  as I m editated there, the Spirit o f  G od  enlight
ened m e and I understood that I badly needed to g et revived by the 
H o ly  Spirit m  order to live the life o f  the spirit and be able to preach 
the gosp el o f  Christ e ffectively , and not in w ords on ly . Here is the pas
sage in question.
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“ A n d  I brethren, w hen  I cam e to y ou , cam e not with ex cellen cy  o f  
speech or o f  w isd o m , declaring unto y o u  the testim ony o f  G o d . For I 
determ ined n ot to k now  anything am ong y ou , save Jesus Christ and 
H im  crucified. A n d  I w as w ith y ou  in w eak n ess, and in fear and in 
m u ch  trem bling. A n d  m y  speech  and m y  preaching w as not w ith entic
ing w ords o f  m a n ’ s w isd o m , but in dem onstration o f  the Spirit and o f  
the pow er o f  G o d . That your faith should not stand in the w isd o m  o f  
m en , but in the pow er o f  G o d .”  (I C or. 2 :1 -5 ) .

Then I set to pray earnestly and the g o o d  L ord answ ered m y  sin
cere supplication. N o w  every  tim e I step in the pulpit to preach, I dedi
cate m y s e lf  to the Lord and I con fess m y  com plete inability to preach  
effectively  w ith m y  ow n  s e l f  and m y  ow n  w isd om  and request the Lord  
to take m e under H is  guidance and pow er and use m e to H is  honor and 
glory , and indeed H e does, praise H is great nam e!

A  group o f  believers o f  our Church, w h o  feel the danger o f  Satan’ s 
deceit, set to pray every Sunday afternoon on their knees w ith the spe
cial objective o f  revival. W e  are w ell aw are that w ithout revival, w e  
cannot expect progress.

O ur perm anent tribulation for tw elve years n o w  has been m y  dear 
w ife ’ s health condition, w h ich  is getting w orse day b y  day. W e ,  h o w 
ever, thank the Lord that helps her to  re sist Though  she suffers every  
day w ith sharp pains in m an y parts o f  her b o d y , yet she does not g ive  
up. She still coo k s our m eals and does som e cleaning. I am  afraid, 
how ever, pretty soon w e w ill need an assistant to  help m y  w ife . N o w  I 
take her to  church three tim es a  w eek , but w hen  w e com e back h om e  
she is exhausted.

NEWS and NOTES
Edited b y  Jack B laes

A  W onderful Conference
- Ruth and I just returned from  

the Peppeidine Bible Lectures in 
Malibu, C A . Like last year,this 3 - 
day, 4-night conference was a rich 
spiritual feast. Powerful expositions 
on the book o f  Philippians, heartfelt 
singing o f  both traditional and con
temporary songs (3000+  voices!), 
and so many classes taught on a 
wide variety o f topics that we 
wished we could attend 4 or 5 at 
once. A  grace-centered spirit o f  fel
lowship prevailed. Peppeidine has 
always been one o f the most “ open”

Church o f Christ schools, though 
fresh winds o f love and acceptance 
are blowing in M A N Y  places now 
where formerly sectarianism 
reigned. Many now regret the bitter
ness o f  former times

A  brother from the non-Sun. 
School churches led a class session. 
Tw o leaders from instrumental 
Christian Churches led a fom m  
along with two Church o f  Christ 
leaders, on how we can cooperate 
with out violating consciences And 
I led a class session on “ Should 
Doctrinal Differences Separate
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Christians? (Learning Lessons from  
Past “ W ars”  Over Prophecy).”  367  
back copies o f  the W & W  were dis
tributed free; pray that subscriptions 
will resu lt.-A  V W

Recent Homegoings
Mav 5th Sister Ophelia Mullins 

began her new life in her Lord’s 
resence, joining her beloved hus- 
and Brother Frank Mullins, Sr., af

ter thirty-three years living apart.

Many who are now in middle- 
life will remember being on campus 
at Southeastern Christian College 
when she was dorm mother and how 
she watched and cared for them.

Awaiting the time when those 
who have died in Christ shall be 
raised and those who are alive at 
Christ’ s coming shall be caught up 
"together to meet the Lord in the air, 
are sons Frank Jr., Eugene, Earl Sr., 
and James; granddaughter Callie 
Masten, and other relations along 
with a host o f believers.

Some W & W  readers will re
member Wallace Cauble who passed 
away on April 10 at age 95. Decades 
ago he ministered in the following 
Churches o f  Christ: Fisherville, Sel
lersburg, Highland and also in 
Toronto. Later he served in other 
churches in the Louisville area.

A Need, An Opportunity
Sonny Childs is a dynamic 

preacher who has blessed a number 
o f our churches by his ministry. He 
also writes and publishes literature, 
mainly related to teenagers or family 
living. After shepherding a church 
for several years in Olney, IL, for the 
past year he has been travelling full
time conducting Gospel meetings, 
seminars, and youth events-in 111, 
Ind, K y , Penn, A ik, La, and Cal.

A  recent letter says, "Our pas
sion for this important work has not 
diminished although our funds to 
carry on have been depleted. Many 
o f the congregations we serve are 
small and cannot afford to com
pletely cover all o f  our necessary ex
penses " Without having a

sponsoring church to help carry the 
load, his personal savings have be
come exhausted as he keeps serving 
all who call on him regardless o f  
their ability to give adequate support.

Brothers and sisters, here is a 
great opportunity to back a minister 
who has proved his value among us, 
especially with youth. It would be 
tragic if his ministry had to be cur
tailed due to lack o f  funds. Bro. 
Childs has a wife and son to support, 
too. He is sacrificing to serve the 
Lord; who elsewill sacrifice so 
they’ ll have adequate support? Do  
you say, "The Lord will meet their 
needs? Am en; I believe that. But 
how does He do it? Through folks 
like you and me. What churches or 
individuals will meet this need?

Pray for Bro. Sonny. Write him 
at P.O. Box 611, Olney, IL 62450  
and ask for his recent newsletter/up
date. Pray for his 1 weekend per 
month youth meetings at Sellersburg, 
Ind. Church. This is a great opportu
nity for the Louisville area youth  
From June 14-19 he’ll have a special 
seminar there: then July 11-12 will 
be his regulat weekend visit. - -A V W

Another Great Opportunity
The upcoming “ JUBILEE”  is to 

be held in Nashville’ s arena, July 2 - 
5. M ax Lucado will speak all 4 
nights, and other top-flignt speakers 
wul preach or teach. This will be a 
rich spiritual feast, including pro
grams for youth and children as well. 
For more information write right 
away to Jubilee ‘ 97, 2706 Old Leba
non Pike, Nashville, T N  37214. Or 
E-mail: donelsoncc@aol.com . By 
the way, the theme is great: “ Turn 
Your Eyes Upon Jesus.”

Jennings, La., Church of Christ
Young people help others-Sev- 

eral o f  our younger children, under 
Bro. Greg’ s leadership, spent Satur
day morning cleaning Joe and Esther 
Kibodeaux’s yard. W e commend 
them for their willing spirit. Perhaps 
some o f the older young people 
would like to help also.
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Visiting with us March 23rd 
was B io. Dan Ford from Mitchell, 
IN. He spoke at both worship serv
ices, and Drought his wife and three 
children. Dan is a candidate to work 
with us as our pulpit minister. Con
tinue to pray that God will lead us in 
the decision we make about a minis
ter.

Another Need and 
Opportunity

"Dear Brethem,
"It has come to our attention 

that one o f  our preaching brethren 
has a financial need. Brother Randy 
Coultas is the minister o f  Oak Grove 
Church o f Christ He has incurred 
about $11 ,000 in medical bills. It is 
our heartfelt desire to make this need 
known.

"A lon g  with your prayers we 
are asking for financial assistance 
for this young preacher and his fam 
ily. The Tell City Church o f Christ 
is willing to be used as a collecting 
point for your financial gifts. Please 
give as the Lord may lead you. May  
the Lord bless your generosity.

"Y ou r gift may be sent to: Tell 
City Churcn o f Christ, Attn: Randy 
Coultas Fund, 1206 Tenth St., Tell 
City, IN 47 58 6 ." -  Tell City elders

Recent bulletins from Tell City- 
Church reveal the following activi
ties: Jail ministry every Sunday,
Nursing Home Ministry, V B S , 
Youth Worship, Father/Son cam- 
pout, National Day o f Prayer, M en ’s 
Saturday (6 A .M .) devotional time, 
Support the C om  Project, 
Mother/Daughter Banquet, Young  
Adult Kinship, Sunnse Service, 
Promise Keepers, Woodland Bible 
Camp -w o rk  days already!!

Gallatin Church of Christ
Congratulation to Rita 

M cBroom  who was elected to 
W h o’s W h o  Am ong Universities for 
1996-97 She is a psychology major 
graduating from Cumberland Uni
versity where she is president o f  the 
Pinriacle Honor Society

Denham Springs, La. Church 
of Christ

W e  just concluded a Spirit filled 
meeting conducted by D on M e Gee 
o f  the Am ite congregation. W e all 
felt a sense o f revival and agreed it 
was one o f  the best meetings we 
have had in recent years. Denham  
Springs has been without a resident 
minister for about 4 years. The pul
pit has been filled with visiting min
isters and volunteers from  the 
congregation The Lord has sup- 

liea a spirit o f cooperation and lias 
lessed us with no loss o f  member

ship in spite o f no full-time minister. 
W e  are still looking for some ome to 
come to Louisiana and work with us. 
I f interested, contact: Robert E.
Johnston, P.O. Box 164, Denham  
Springs, La., 70727 or call (504) 
665-5249

Maple Manor Christian 
Children’s Home

There was no smile on Adrian’s

inot his real name) face as he shuf- 
led his feet with head bowed. His 

movement and pace were restricted 
A s he came through the door, he was 
met with a "H i, how are you?" The 
escort with him, a deputy sheriff, did 
the introductions and then proceeded 
to unlock the shackles! Both feet 
and wrists were freed from their 
chains and he was allowed to sit and 
take part in the discussion that fo l
lowed. Such was the entry o f one o f  
our children. Only 13 years o f  age 
with a charge o f assault and break
ing and entering.

W e  are presently looking over 
an application for a 15 year old boy 
who will seem to present quite a 
challenge-with a description o f be
ing physically aggressive, school ab
senteeism, and former shop-lifting 
charges On the evaluation report is 
the statement: "Due to his benavior 
problems, he requires an on-grounds 
school to meet his educational needs 
at this time."

Another 17 year old c h ild - a 
g irl-w a s being considered for place
ment after the holidays. Her educa
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tion performance dictated a need for 
getting a G ED  rather than a regular 
nigh school diploma. With her age 
and present educational standing, 
she will not finish high school.

This information is being shared 
with you so that you  will recognize 
the changing landscape o f child car
ing and the challenges placed before 
us. Since the beginning o f this 
school year, we have had suspen
sions due to various reasons. Some 
children are not able to function sat
isfactorily in a regular classroom set
ting witn other children. Each o f  
these children are ciying out for 
something. Each is in desperate 
need to heal a fractured life. It is our 
desire to help as much as they will 
let us. Many social and eduational 
vacuums need to be filled. O f  
course, we believe that the starting 
point is to resolve their spiritual 
needs by their recongition o f  their 
own emptiness. W e  nave discussed 
the need for an on-groung educa
tional facility at the Children’s 
Hom e and futher contacts seem to 
re-affirm those decisions.

Please be praying with us for 
decisions that would be in keeping 
with His will. There are, and will 
be, more demands for staff to fill 
needs that are here.

8th Annual Music Camp
Antioch Christian Camp. June 

23-30.

John Fulda will once again be in 
charge. Jonathan Garrett and James 
Embree will be assisting John. Roc 
Moore and Colleen Morrison will be 
teaching our Bible classes.

Our First Junior Music Camp
Last year the camp was at full 

capacity, plus there was a big inter
est in our younger ages wanting to 
come to camp. Lynn Cone and 
Sherry Baker nave taken the respon- 
sibiblity in having a Junior Music 
Camp Week. July 15-20 This 
camp will only be six days and will 
be structured and geared for ages 9 -

W e are asking for your help in 
publicizing and promoting the Music 
Camp among your youth, ages 14 
through college and Junior Music 
Camp, ages 9-13 .

A lso, we are asking for your fi
nancial help. W e need support for 
the expenses o f camp, including 
travel expenses, music and related 
materials, and a honoraria for John 
Fulda, Jonathan Garrett and James 
Embree. The Southeastern Christian 
Education Corporation has made a 
grant to help us this summer, but this 
grant is contingent upon contribu- 
Uons from churches or individuals 
helped by the camp. W e therefore, 
need 12 churches to give a gift o f  
$100.00, more or less for this year’ s 
camp.

If, after consideration, your 
church decides to offer financial 
support to this program, contribu
tions may be sent to:Antioch Chris
tian Camp, 355 Branch Road, 
Frankfort K Y , 40601, Attn: Music 
Camp Donation.

Antioch Camp Schedule
1. Teen Week (June 8-14) Ages 13- 
19 Director: Roc Moore
2. Music Week (June 22 -29) Ages 
14-College. Directors John Fulda 
and Debbie Gordon. Teaches music 
theory and sight reading. Concerts 
performed in various churches.
3. Junior Week (July 6 -11 ) Ages 9- 
12 Directors: Marty and Kathy 
Pirrman
4. 1st Chance Weekend Camp
(July 11-13) Ages 6-8
5. Junior Music Week (July 15-20) 
Ages 9-13 Directors Sherry Baker 
and Lynn Cone
Concert July 20th, 7:00. A ll invited

Music Week Concert Schedule
Fri. June 27, 7p.m. Belmont Church, 
Winchester.
Sat. June 2 9 ,1 1a.m. Antioch Church 
near Frankfort, Ky.
Sun. June 29, 4p.m. Ebenezer 
Church, Salvisa Ky.



C H E C K  UP ON TH OSE E XPE RTS!
Don McGee

Not long ago I was listening to a radio station from Baton Rouge. I 
was quite surprised when the announcer introduced his guest that 
moming-a psychic. People were encouraged to call in and talk to this 
famous psychic if they needed advice about a matter. I listened to 
probably a dozen or more callers and each needed some advice. The 
whole thing was a joke. If it were not so dangerous and anti-God, it 
would have been comical. It seems more and more people are putting 
their trust in other people who are under-qualified at the least or who 
are absolute phonies at the worst. As a result many lives and families 
have been harmed and even destroyed.

Folks, we need to be careful about trusting people to do things for 
us they are not qualified to do. Would you go to a cardiologist for a 
root canal, or a dentist for tax preparation? The same concept goes for 
matters of the Bible. So many today are making great pronouncements 
about Bible matters when they have no training/experience in the area.

Speaking of trusting others to do things they are not qualified to do, 
check out this story:

A photographer was assigned by a national magazine to photo
graph a large forest fire out West. He was told a plane would be wait
ing for him at the airport and to get going immediately. When he drove 
up there was a small Cessna waiting with the pilot just finishing the 
pre-flight inspection. The photographer jumped in with his camera and 
said, "Let’s go!" The pilot hesitated a moment, but obediently did as 
he was told. As he was climbing through 1000 feet he asked the pas
senger, "Now what?"

"Go to the fire and fly parallel the north edge."

"Why?" asked the pilot.

"Because I’m the photographer and I need to go there!" said the 
passenger

After a slight hesitation the young man said, "You ’re not the in
structor?"

‘Nuff said!


