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TH EM E:
PERSECU TIO N  AND M ISSIONS

D ennis L . A llen

“ Five believers burned to death in Indonesia; gan gs m urder 5 0  in 
Z aire ; re lie f w orkers killed in C am b od ia ; Christian doctor m urdered in 
E g yp t; Pakistani believer charged with b la sp h em y .”  W ith  daily head
lines such as these, can m issions continue to go  forw ard?

T he early church first began to spread beyond Jerusalem because o f  
persecution after the stoning o f  Stephen. “ T h ey  therefore that w ere scat
tered abroad w ent about preaching the w o rd .”  (A c ts  8 :4 .)  Since then it 
has often been the sam e story. The efforts to stam p out the fires o f  faith  
have only  caused them  to spread and g row  stronger.

G o d ’ s people are not taught to seek persecution or encourage i t  O n  
the contrary w e are exhorted to pray “ that w e m ay lead a  tranquil and  
quiet l i fe .”  W e  are not to g ive unnecessary provocation to persecution, 
but rather be “ w ise as serpents and harm less as d o v e s .”  N evertheless, 
w hen , in spite o f  this, persecution does co m e w e can k n o w  that G od  can  
turn it into a  blessing. W h e n  D an iel’ s three friends refused to b ow  dow n  
to N eb u ch ad n ezzar’ s gold en  im age and w ere cast into the fiery furnace, 
the outcom e w as not only  a glorious deliverance for them , but also a 
proclam ation from  the king to his w h ole kingdom  regarding the suprem 
acy o f  the G od  o f  heaven. W h e n  D aniel w as delivered from  the den o f  
lions G o d ’s N a m e w as g lorified even m ore by Darius. A s  Paul said, 
“ T h e things which happened unto m e have fallen out rather unto the pro
gress o f  the g o sp e l.”  (Phil. 2 :2 2 )

A g a in  and again the b lood  o f  the martyrs has proven to be the seed  
o f  the church. It w as true o f  the persecutions in the early Protestant era 
in Europe. It w as true o f  the pilgrim s w h o cam e to A m erica  largely b e 
cause o f  persecution. Recently w e have seen it dem onstrated in C hina  
w here the church has m ultiplied m a n y -fo ld  in spite o f  the m ost severe  
persecution. (S ee article on Sam uel L am b in this issue.)

W e  see very little overt persecution here in this country, but in m any  
parts o f  the w orld it is very real. In China, the Sudan, A n g o la , A lgeria , 
Pakistan, Indonesia, Egypt, Saudi A rab ia  and m any other countries 
Christians are suffering im prisonm ent and death for confessing C h rist  
There have been m ore martyrs for Christ in this century than in all the 
preceding centuries com bined. It is said that there w ere 1 5 6 ,0 0 0  martyrs 
for Christ in 1995 alone.
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In this issue w e take a closer look  at w hat som e o f  our brothers and 
sisters are g oin g  through for Christ’ s sake. “ R em em b er them  that are 
in bonds, as bound with them ; them  that are ill-treated as being your
selves also in the b o d y .”  (H eb . 1 3 :3 .)  W e  cannot separate ourselves 
from  those w h o  are suffering for Christ i f  w e  are true disciples o f  H is. 
The suffering church is a part o f  the b o d y . I f  “ one m em b er suffers, all 
the m em bers suffer with it.”  (1 C or. 1 2 :2 6 )

W h e n  Paul w as first called, the Lord Jesus told A nan ias, “ H e is a 
chosen vessel unto m e, to bear m y  nam e before the G entiles and kings, 
and the children o f  Israel; for I w ill sh ow  him  h o w  m an y things he 
m ust suffer fo r  m y  n a m e ’ s sak e.”  (A c ts  9 :1 5 -1 6 )  Suffering w as a part 
o f  Paul’ s m inistry from  the beginning. It is true also today. But it is 
suffering accom pan ied b y  jo y , because o f  the fruit that c o m e s from  i t

H O W  G O D  USES PERSECU TION
The hum id air w as filled with anticipation. Several hundred people  

had gathered in a field  in G ansu , China, to w atch a fa c e -o f f  between  
their governm en t and a group o f  30  Christians.

The Christians stood in the center o f  the crow d on a  large concrete 
floor norm ally  used for sunning crops. Three o f  them  had been singled 
out and stood apart —  three m iddle-aged  church leaders w ho had been  
arrested days earlier for holding illegal church services.

H aggard and w eak from  hunger and lack o f  sleep, the three stood 
silently before a table. O n either end o f  the table were three bow ls o f  
rice and a stack o f  sesam e-topped round cakes —  tw o favorite Chinese  
staples. In the center o f  the table w ere three large bow ls o f  pungent 
sew er water.

N ex t to the table stood a stack o f  B ibles.

The onlookers watched and waited. Then one o f  the village cadres 
stepped forw ard and addressed the threesom e. “ Y o u  have been  
brought here to m ake an important choice to d a y ,”  he pronounced, loud  
enough for everyone to hear. “ Y o u  can denounce your faith before  
these w itnesses by choosing the rice and the cakes —  or you can be 
stupid and g o  back to ja il. It is sim ple. I f  you  renounce your faith, you  
m ay enjoy this fo o d  and be released im m ediately. O therw ise, you will 
be put back in prison im m ediately .”
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T he crow d began m urm uring, but the cadre w as not finished. H e  
sm irked and continued, “ Either w a y , these B ib les w ill be burned after 
the m eetin g. The only  w ay  you  can save these B ibles is to drink all 
three b ow ls o f  this sew er w ater.”  A n  audible gasp cam e from  the 
crow d , and people jo stled  for a better position from  w hich  to observe  
the reaction o f  the three Christians.

W ith o u t hesitation the three m en  stepped quietly tow ard the table. 
T h ey  each picked up a b o w l, closed  their eyes, and drank the o ffen sive  
liquid.

R eaction from  the crow d w as m ixed . The 3 0  Christians m ade m u f
fled  sounds o f  adm iration and offered  prayers o f  praise. Others  
laughed in d isb e lie f and sc o m . The three church leaders th em selves  
sim p ly  began scoopin g up the B ibles and loading them  into the arm s o f  
the 3 0  Christians, w h o tearfully transported them  aw ay. T h e cadre and 
his o fficers, angry and em barrassed, quickly ushered the three leaders 
back  to prison, w here they w ere detained for another w eek .

R esult? H o m e churches in their neighborhoods expanded trem en
dously  because o f  that “ denunciation”  m eeting.

A  boy nam ed X u  stum bles on a horrifying sight, tw o m en hanging  
b y  the arm s from  a tall tree. A  crow d surrounds them , scream ing abuse 
and hurling garbage. X u  asks, “ W h a t did those m en  d o ? T h ey  m u st be 
terrible crim inals. A  m an in the crow d answ ers, "T h e y  didn’ t do any
thing. T h ey ’ re C hristians.”

Christians? Is that a ll? X u  w onders w hy the police w ou ld  order 
such harsh punishm ent ju st for being Christians. A fte r  all, he has al
w a y s thought that Christianity w as only  a superstition -  w h y  should it 
m atter so  m uch i f  people w ant to delude them selves?

X u  finds a B ible and begins to search for w hat it is that m ak es  
Christians so dangerous. K n o w in g  that i f  h e ’ s caught w ith the B o o k  
h e ’ ll be arrested, he stays up at night cop yin g it by hand onto slips o f  
paper, kneeling on the floo r  to stay aw ake. During the day he reads 
and re-reads the papers —  alw ays ready to eat them  i f  h e ’ s discovered.

A s  X u  reads and studies and searches, he gradually com es to kn ow  
Jesus Christ, “ the g o o d  shepherd w h o lays dow n his life fo r  the 
sh eep .”  Jesus, w h ose love and sacrifice g ive m eaning and p o w er to  
Christians. Jesus, the Savior w h ose love is worth giving  your life  for. 
X u  com m its his life  to this Jesus Christ. H e begins to m eet secretly  
w ith three other Christians to read the B ib le  and w orship G od .

T od ay  that little B ib le  study is an underground church o f  m ore than 
a thousand believers. T h ey  read and share G o d ’ s W o rd  in spite o f  the
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danger. A n d  they share their jo y  w ith others w henever they get a 
chance, so  the church is constantly grow in g. A n d  it all started w hen a 
b oy  w atched his governm ent persecute tw o Christians.

— From  The Bible League Report, Feb 19 96

Spiritual W arfare Around The W orld
Colombia

R igoberto , persecutor turned believer, recounted with tears the tim e  
he received Christ, only  a  day after he nearly blew  up a church. “ A t  
the m om en t I w as about to order m y  m en  to begin the destruction, one 
o f  the son gs rem inded m e o f  the Scriptures m y grandm other used to 
read to m e  as a b oy . I led the m en  back to our cam p, and that night, af
ter a lo n g  fight, I gave m y s e lf  to G o d .”

The n ext m orning, he visited a church and asked to  be baptized. 
The elders counseled the pastor not to  do it, fearing a trap. Finally, a 
you ng m an  volunteered and R igoberto w as taken to the river. “ 1 al
m ost d ro w n ed ,”  he recalls, “ because w hile under the water I took o f f  
all the w eap ons o f  the old  m an —  guns, grenades, bullets, knives—  and  
cam e up a soldier in G o d ’ s revolution o f  love . I have been serving  
H im  ever sin ce .”

T hese born-again revolutionaries ask for your prayers, since their 
form er associates w ant to kill them , the m ilitary wants to torture them , 
and the church is afraid o f  them . —  From  O pen D oors, D ec . 1996

Rwanda
Three years ago I m et the then leader o f  student w itness in 

Rw anda, A n toin e Rutayisire, w h o  told m e about the brave and prayer
ful students in K igali and Butare. A s  y ou  no doubt rem em ber, in 1994  
ethnic v io len ce engulfed  this sm all country and tens o f  thousands o f  
people w ere butchered, including m any Christians w h o cam paigned for  
peace. Through a series o f  divine interventions, Antoine and his fam ily  
escaped death, reaching a  refugee cam p in northern R w anda. The 
country w as in ruins, the universities and colleges were devastated, and 
student w itness destroyed. It w as heartbreaking.

B ut G o d  is beginning to bring beauty from  the ashes in Rw anda. 
The spiritual hunger on cam pus is beyond description. B ut life on  
cam pus is very difficult. Every day at least 100 students pray publicly  
for one another before going to lunch and on average 2 0  students re
pent from  their sins at every service. Students regularly fast and spend  
w hole nights in prayer. W h a t a remarkable testim ony the Christian stu
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dents in Burundi are bearing to  the p o w er o f  the G osp el to transcend  
racial identity. —  From  H ig h lig h ts  I V C F , N o v . 19 96

China
D uring m y  first visit to m ainland C hina, after Easter this year, I 

m et one pastor in his seventies w h o  had been involved in the student 
m inistry in the early 19 50 s . A fte r  the Cultural R evolution he had spent 
10 years in hard labour cam ps and a  further 10 years o f  enforced labour 
in the countryside. A fter  his release he w rote a song o f  praise entitled  
“ W in ter  is Past” . The chorus reads:

Jesus, my Lord, my love, my all;
Body and soul forever yours.

In dales so dark I longed for you,
Spring has returned, I will follow  Thee.

I w as deeply m oved  as he sang this to m e after sharing his testi
m on y  o f  h ow  G od  had kept him  during those 2 0  years o f  darkness.

B ut G o d  has still been at w ork in China. It seem s that m any stu
dents have b ecom e Christians since the Tiananm en Square m assacre in 
1 9 8 9 . Let us pray for the re-em ergence o f  student witness in China, 
and especially  for the possible contribution o f  students from  H o n g  
K o n g  after this territory is jo in ed  to  the m ainland in July, 1997 .

*  Λ & Λ Λ

Five Christian w om en b elon ging to house churches in X in jian g  
province w ere detained and tortured by Chinese police this spring. 
W itn esses said the w om en  w ere all severely beaten and that police  
burned them  with boiling w ater to force confession s. It is feared they  
w ill all be sent to labor cam ps.

A ccord in g  to a report in H o n g  K o n g ’ s South China Morning Post, 
the police burst in on the h om e m eeting and found 17 w orshippers, 12 
o f  w h o m  w ere released after the fiv e  w o m en  declared they w ere the 
leaders o f  the fellow ship . The five  w ere beaten in front o f  the w orship
pers, one w om an  having her front teeth knocked out.

C om m enting on the increase o f  Christian persecution, a  G u an g 
zhou house church leader w h o travels extensively in C hina said, “ I 
kn ow  o f  tw o Christians beaten to death in the last tw o m onths b y  police  
—  one in Zhejian Province and one in Shanxi provin ce.”  Apparently  
this happened w hen house churches w ere raided and leaders arrested in 
the tw o areas. H e  also alleges that tw o Christian m en in Zh ejian g  w ere  
sentenced to  three years in a  labor cam p in A p ril, supposedly fo r  re
ceiving  B ibles from  overseas. .
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A  group o f  10 Chinese Christians visited a com m une in H enan  
Province to proclaim  the gospel. Authorities cam e to break up the 
m eetings. T h ey  bound the young people with ropes, dragged them  
through the streets and prodded them  repeatedly with electric stun 
gun s. Then they w ere forced to kneel on the ground for three days, 
without fo o d  or water, and beaten w ith sticks until their feces w ere  
covered with b lood. But the Christians with radiant faces continued to  
sing and praise the Lord. W itn esses w ere am azed and began to cry out 
to be saved . Persecution brought on a revival where it had never o c 
curred before! —  From  the Broadcaster FEBC

Philippines
The murderers o f  tw o evangelical leaders on the island o f  Jolo, in 

the Islam ic southern area o f  the Philippiunes, still have not been found. 
In January, Severino B agtasos and Juanito H apalla were shot dead. 
Since then, M u slim  extremists have burned a Catholic church, bom bed  
three others, and reportedly threatened 3 0  Catholic and Protestant lead
ers with death.

Kuwait
A  K uw aiti Islam ic court has declared that a convicted apostate 

from  Islan nust be executed, according to text released o f  its controver
sial ruling against Christian convert R obert H ussein.

“ O ne w h o is b o m  o f  tw o M u slim  p a re n ts .. .m ust be k illed ,”  stated 
the M a y  2 9  court ruling. In addition, his w ife  should be divorced from  
him  and all his possessions be distributed to his heirs.”

H ussein  Q am bar A li, 4 4 , put the Islam ic establishm ent o f  m oderate 
K uw ait in a tailspin last D ecem ber w hen he openly declared in the lo 
cal press that he had converted to Christianity.

Islam ist law yers prom ptly opened a lawsuit against H ussein to  
have him  legally  ruled an apostate from  Islam , the first such case in the 
A rab G u lf.

The court’ s written verdict, w hich  appeared in the daily “ A l-R a i  
A l - A m ”  new spaper June 9 , accused the defendant o f  m aking “ indirect 
threats against the governm ent.”  It a lso  rejected H u ssein ’ s petition to  
be tried in the Constitutional Court under the Kuw aiti C onstitution’ s 
guaranteed freedom  o f  belief.

“ T he constitution respects freedom  o f  religion ,”  the verdict said, 
“ . . .  but it does not m ean that a M u slim  should be allow ed to convert 
from  his religion to another.”  —  Barbara Baker, C om pass Direct, July 
1996 .
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Egypt
In Septem ber, Ibrahim  Sharaf e l-D in  flew  out o f  Cairo to  be re

united w ith his fam ily  in N airobi, K en y a . This ended a  nearly tw o -y ea r  
ordeal o f  arrest, im prisonm ent, surveillance and blacklisting for the 
convert from  Islam  to Christianity. Sh araf e l-D in , w h o  prefers to g o  b y  
his Christian nam e K yrillos Shenouda, b ecam e a believer som e 14 
years a go . In 1 9 8 8 , his entire fa m ily  fled  m ounting persecution in 
E gyp t to live in exile in N airobi. A lth o u g h  eventually granted U N  
refugee status, Shenouda could not find w ork there and decided in 
1 9 9 4  to try returning to Egypt. H e  planned to sum m on his fam ily  to  

jo in  h im  within a few  m onths i f  his jo b  search proved successful.

U p o n  his arrival in C airo, h ow ever, Shenouda w as secretly arrested 
and ja iled . Egyptian authorities detained him  for the next nine m onths 
on unsubstantiated charges o f  “ insulting Is la m ”  and “ giving false in
form ation against Islam  w hile living abroad.”

H e w as m issing fo r  four m onths before  his w ife and five children  
learned he w as in prison. Shenouda said that he had virtually g iven  up 
h ope that he w ould ever be able to  leave E gypt again to be w ith his 
fa m ily . But, at the beginning o f  A u g u st, after international protests, 
Sh enou da’ s passport w as returned to h im , and he w as inform ed that he 
cou ld  leave the country. “ G o d  took  m e out o f  E gypt with a m ighty  
hand, ju st the w ay he did w ith the Israelites,”  Shenouda said, express
ing gratitude to all w h o  prayed and w orked for his release.

Cuba
D r. E liezer V egu illa , w ho w as throw n out o f  C uba for his evangel

istic w ork , tells o f  the dark days at the hands o f  the Cuban police.

N o t  too  long ago , I found m y s e lf  shut aw ay in a prison dungeon. 
There w ere days in w h ich  they kept m e  in darkness for over 16 hours at 
a tim e, w here I couldn ’ t even  see m y  ow n  hands. I w as the subject o f  
intense interrogations, as w ell as physical and m ental torture. I w as  
sw itched back and forth betw een b oiling  suanas and freezing room s.

O n e day, they sh ow ed m e a ferociou s-lookin g  bear, with teeth and 
claw s b ig  enough to tear a m an to pieces in seconds. A  short tim e later 
they threw m e into a  dark cell with w hat I thought w as the sam e bear, 
but soon I realized that this bear’ s teeth and claw s had been rem oved, 
and it w as chained. M y  torturers expected m e to panic and yell for  
m ercy. H ow ever, I ju st sat in a c o m e r o f  the cell and to their 
astonishm ent waited quietly for them  to com e and get m e out. O n an
other occasion , they told  m e I w as goin g  to be executed by a firing  
squad. It w as one o f  the m ost difficult m om ents o f  m y  entire life . A  
fe w  m inutes earlier I had heard scream s o f  terror, and then gunfire, as 
i f  so m eon e else had ju st been executed.
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Then they took  m e into the room  where I w as goin g  to  die. I w as  
tied to a  blood-spattered w all from  w hich  a  trail o f  b lood  ran all the 
w ay to the door.

The soldiers w ere already lined up, holdin g their rifles. A s  they  
stood in position, their leader asked i f  I w anted to be blindfolded. 
Everything indicated that very soon  I w ou ld  be in the presence o f  m y  
Lord.

“ D o n ’t cover m y  e y e s ,”  I said. “ Y o u  are goin g  to kill m e  without 
reason, and I w ou ld  like to  face m y  killers. N everth eless, G o d  lo ves all 
o f  you . Jesus liv es ; Cuba para Cristo! ”

I heard the order to fire, and then ju st the click o f  triggers and the 
laughter o f  the soldiers. T he entire thing had b een  a m ock  execution.

Samuel Lam b —  China’ s Daniel
The narrow structure at 35 D a  M a  Zh an , Canton, w ould  never be 

recognized as a  church building. The sm all entrance leads only  to an 
equally narrow stairway. Y e t  on the upper floors m ore than 4 0 0  b e
lievers are packed in. Four tim es the sam e m essage is g iven , thus 
1 ,6 00  people assem ble every w eek . They com e to hear G o d ’ s W o rd  
proclaim ed b y  a slight 5 ’ 6 "  m an w h o has already spent m ore than 
tw enty years in com m unist prisons for refusing to stop preaching 
G o d ’ s W o r d . A fte r  W o rld  W a r  II Sam uel had established a church at 
this location, but he w as arrested in 1955 and ja iled  a year and four 
m onths. A fte r  his release he began preaching as before and w as jailed  
again in 1 9 5 8 . Because he refused to jo in  the o fficia l state-controlled  
church he w as accused as an en em y o f  the people.

W h e n  first arrested his w ife w as perm itted to visit him  and bring  
him  food , but the B ible she brought w as confiscated. H o w  he longed  
for a B ible! Then he realized that he had m uch o f  the Bible hidden in 
his h eart T h e prison epistles were especially  m eaningful to him . 
“ W h a t has happened to m e has already served to advance the G o sp e l,”  
Paul had written to the saints at Philippi. Sam uel pondered h ow  that 
could apply to his case. H e  w as not robust physically  and often found  
h im self crying out to G o d  fo r  the strength to do  the heavy w ork given  
him . For C hrist’ s sake he w anted to be a g o o d  w orkm an and perform  
the heavy w ork given  him . O ften as he w orked he w ould hum  a hym n. 
This som etim es provoked questions and gave opportunity for w itness. 
Other believers gravitated to him . A s  the first year passed Sam u el’ s 
faith becam e m ore w id ely  know n . H e w as recognized as a g oo d  reli
able worker, but though subjected to constant indoctrination m ade no  
change in his convictions. This resistance to  com m unist ideology  out
w eighed all his g oo d  conduct so far as his superiors were concerned.
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O ne day he w as sent to carry “ honey bu ck ets”  (hum an excrem ent) into 
the fields for fertilizer. The w eight and the stench w ere too m uch for  
h im , but he struggled to do  the best he could crying out to the L ord all 
th e  w hile for strength. A  fe w  days later he w as g iven  lighter w ork w hich  
he did faithfully.

O n e day he w as asked i f  he had any experience as a barber. H e w as  
speechless, because he had once w orked as a barber. T h ey  needed a  re
placem ent, so  he b ecam e the ca m p ’ s n ew  barber. Th is g ave him  w o n 
derful opportunities fo r  quiet w itm essin g . G o d  had given  him  a new  
parish. H e  continually prayed for w isd om  and for openin gs. O ne m orn 
ing w hile  cutting the hair o f  a  new  prisoner he began h um m ing the song, 
“ R escue the P erishing.”  O n  die third line the m an jo in ed  in audibly  
“ Snatch them  in pity from  sin and the g ra ve .”  Sam uel w a s so  surprised 
he dropped his scissors! It turned out the m an w as also a pastor. B est o f  
all he had a N e w  T esta m e n t Sam uel had not seen one in five years. 
Loaned to him  for a fe w  days Sam uel began copying the G osp el o f  John, 
then A c ts , and then R evelation . Later a cadre discovered him  and c o n 
fiscated the N e w  Testam ent and his hand-w ritten cop y . H e  lost his p o si
tion as barber and w as sent to long indoctrination, c lasses. But the 
refresher course in the W o r d  had strengthened his faith.

A  few  m onths later he w a s sent N orth to Shansi province near Inner 
M o n g o lia  where he w orked in the coal m ines for 15 years. In retrospect 
Sam uel says, “ The L o rd  sustained m e  in a w ay  I could have know n only  
through experience. I n ow , in fullest sincerity, thank H im  for that ex p e
rience. I never knew  a  day w hen I w as unaware o f  H is love and m ercy, 
never: a  tim e w hen I doubted or despaired. I knew  m y  Lord w as with m e. 
I sensed m y  guardian angel ever at m y  sid e .”

T o d a y  Pastor L am b holds up 10 fingers and says, “ S ee, that’ s a m ir
a c le .”  In the m ine his jo b  w as to couple the coal cars. This w as very  
dangerous and m ost prisoners w ho did it lost their fingers in a few  w eeks  
and m an y lost their lives. In 15 years he never lost one finger. D eep  in 
the m ine Sam uel knew  nothing o f  the carnage and plunder o f  the R ed  
G uards during the Cultural R evolution . H e  had very little w ord from  his 
fam ily .

In 1978 he w as released from  prison. W h e n  he arrived back in C an 
ton unannounced after 2 0  years, he found his old m other still living, but 
his w ife  had died a year previously. For several m onths he kept a low  
profile , reading the B ib le  b y  the hour. A fte r  2 0  years it w as alm ost as i f  
he w as reading it for the' first tim e. T h e Scriptures m inistered to him  be
yond what he had ever experienced. “ W h e n  your w ords cam e I ate 
them , they w ere m y  jo y  and m y  heart’ s deligh t.”

H e began teaching English classes. H is pupils began accepting  
Christ and before long the church w as under w ay again. H e com m en ced
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preaching as before. B y  1 9 9 0  the church in his house w as bursting at 
the seam s. In the past decade they have baptized m ore than 1 ,7 0 0  con 
verts. H e w as called in repeatedly by the local police and religious af
fairs personnel and pressured to  register his church, but he refused to 
allow  the church to com e under political control. W h e n  told  to close  
the church he said, I cannot stop this w ork, for it is the w ork o f  G o d . I 
spent over 2 0  years in prison fo r  preaching the G osp el o f  m y  Lord Je
sus. I ’ m  prepared to return to prison a gain .”  Surprised b y  his boldness  
the p olicem en  hesitated, then turned and left. H e  did not return.

Sam uel L a m b ’ s m inistry has received w ide-spread publicity in the 
States. T he W ash ington  Post ran a three colu m n  article about the 
church along w ith L a m b ’ s photograph. M a n y  prom inent p eop le have  
visited 35 D a  M a  Zh an  including D r. and M rs. B illy  G raham  and astro
naut Jam es Irwin. President R eagan sent him  a signed B ib le . In fact, 
there is a constant flo w  o f  visitors from  Europe, North A m erica , and 
H ong K o n g . “ G od  is using him  to help prepare us for 1 9 9 7 , w hen  
H on g K o n g  w ill com e under C h in a ’ s govern m en t,”  one prom inent 
leader said.

The authorities have offered  him  the pick  o f  several large church  
buildings sim ply  by registering. “ I do not intend to be discourteous,”  
Sam uel responded, “ but I m u st say I respond to w hat I find in the B ible  
as the w ill o f  G o d . I ’m  not interested in any ‘ bait’ you w ish  to show  
m e .”

In 1 9 9 0  after repeated w arnings the authorities actually attempted  
to close his church dow n . For four hours m ore than 5 0  governm ent  
agents ransacked the building. T h ey  took hundreds o f  audio cassettes, 
thousands o f  tracts as w ell as their B ibles and hym nals. T h ey  also con 
fiscated S a m u el’ s library and m an y other item s. Sam uel w as subjected  
to 21 hours o f  incessant questioning and then released. M a n y  foreign  
n ew s services cam e and ran reports o f  the raid. People continued to  
com e for w orship and fellow sh ip  and Sam uel as their pastor continued  
to m inister to them . B efore long the m inistry w as thriving again.

N o  one can visit L am b and doubt the vitality o f  the house churches. 
W h a t is his m essage to us in A m eric a ?  “ Y o u  m ust realize,”  he says, 
“ that the key to all grow th is suffering. . . the m ore suffering the m ore  
grow th. Y o u  m ust develop the m ind to su ffer .”

Sam uel Lam b is a living exam ple o f  this truth. H e  w as faithful in 
prison; he is fearless in facing the authorities. H e  not only g iv es him 
s e lf  unstintingly to the house church but his tapes and tracts g o  out all 
over C hina, so he is an encouragem ent to thousands o f  other house  
churches. H is church is open to all for fe llow sh ip —C ondensed from  
several sources but prim arily from  Bold as a Lamb by K en  A nd erson . 
Zondervan.
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IN T E R V IE W  W IT H  A  Y O U N G  
CH IN ESE C H R IS T IA N

G race, a Chinese Christian in her 3 0 ’ s grew  up during the Cultural 
R evolu tion , one o f  C hina’ s m ost turbulent and oppressive periods. She 
also  lived in B eijin g  at the tim e o f  the Tiananm en Square M assacre  
(June 4  1 9 8 9 ), and kn ew  m any o f  the students w h o  participated in the 
protests. M o st  o f  her fam ily  is Christian, and G race becam e a believer  
at age 5 . A s  a young person, she w as very active in an official T h ree-  
S e lf  Church in B eijin g , yet n ow  finds h erself m inistering am ong u n o f
fic ia l house churches. She w as interview ed in the sm all room  w here  
she currently lives.

Q: What do you remember about your early years during the Cultural 
Revolution?

A : M y  fam ily  w as sent to the countryside during the Cultural 
R evolu tion . M y  m other and father w ere both professionals, intellectu
als. W e  were sent to a rem ote v illag e  and stayed there eight years. It 
w as kind o f  a b lessin g , because i f  w e had stayed in B eijing w e w ou ld  
h ave had bigger problem s than in the country. M y  parents shared the 
g o sp e l w ith m e and m y  brother, bu t they asked us not to tell anyone  
else. There w as a  lot o f  persecution. I f  w e had spoken out, w e w ou ld  
h ave gotten into b ig  trouble.

Q: Were you able to worship at all?
A :  W e  didn’ t have a church open to the public, so m y parents had 

kind o f  a house church. Every night w e prayed together and read the 
B ib le . T h ey  w ould  explain the Scriptures to  us. O n  Sunday w e w ent 
outside the village to an isolated spot and w orshiped there very quietly.

Q: How did you get involved with the Three-Self Church?
A : T w o  years after w e cam e b ack  to B eijin g , an official T h r e e -S e lf  

Church opened to the public. S o  w e  w ent there. The first tim e m y  
fa m ily  w ent to the church it w as very crow ded . M y  brother and I w ere  
the only  kids there! I began to share the gospel w ith m y  classm ates and 
colleagu es, youn g p eop le. G radually , m any becam e Christians. Later  
w e started a youth fellow ship .

T h e governm ent said the fe llo w sh ip  w as illegal, but w e continued  
to m eet together and our fellow sh ip  grew  very fast, from  3 0  to  100  
you n g  people within one year. A n d  our pastor protected us from  the 
governm en t. But w e had only three pastors, all m ore than 70  years o ld . 
T h ey  had to take care o f  hundreds o f  people, so  they had no tim e to  
take care o f  the young people. I fe lt I had a very clear call from  the 
L ord , so I began to w ork full tim e fo r  the Lord in m y  church.
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D uring this period m any things happened. The T h re e -S e lf Church  
and the govern m en t w ere worried. T h ey  d id n ’t  see the young people as 
com in g to church for their faith, but rather as a  kind o f  D em ocratic  
m ovem en t.

Q: What kind o f  impact did the Tiananmen Square Massacre have on 
the youth?

A : A fte r  that tim e m an y you ng people from  the university and co l
leges cam e to church. So  from  19 8 9  on, our fellow ship  changed a  lo t  
W e  started a B ible study group in the church to train youn g leaders, but 
w e also  had a  secret B ible study group outside. From  one group w e  
grew  to eight, each one with five to seven people. M o st o f  them  were 
university graduates w ith m asters and doctorate degrees.

Q: Why were the meetings kept secret?
A : H ou se m eetings w ere not a llow ed , especially  for young people. 

They d o n ’ t care too m uch  about the o ld , but the governm ent really 
cares about the young people.

Q: What happens i f  one is discovered?
A : Y o u  w ill be taken to the police station and questioned. T hey  

m ay keep y ou  fo r  several days and ask m an y  questions: W h o  are your  
friends? W h y  are you  m eeting? D o  you  have relationships with for
eigners?

0 : Did that ever happen to you?
A : N o , never. I am  really unique, because I should have been the 

first to  g o .

0 : You must have had contact with foreigners. D id that cause you  
problem s?

A : M y  cow orkers, the young p eop le, are really faithful. Th ey con 
tacted foreigners; I didn ’ t do  it. The brothers kn ow  how  to face the p o 
lice. T h ey  have experience. A lm o st  every year, especially around  
June 4 , m any are arrested and taken to the police station. Th ey stay 
there fo r  several days. T h ey  are used to  it!

Q: These are still difficult days for the church in Chins. H o w  do you  
keep g oin g?

A : I kn ow  m any o f  our foreign brothers and sisters are worried  
about us, about our safety and security because o f  the persecution. In 
fact, w e feel G od  has prepared us to w ork in the secret w ay . Y o u  still 
can w ork. It’ s dangerous, but there is a  secret w ay you can g o  through. 
Especially  under persecution.

T h ere ’ s such a g oo d  evangelistic situation in China today, but I 
d on ’t kn ow  i f  it can keep goin g m uch longer. M a n ’ s heart m ay change 
w hen the situation changes. W e  have n ever prayed for G od  to elim i
nate the persecution, because persecution really helps us a lot. The
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you n g  people are so eager to  hear the gosp el. It’ s unique. M a y b e  
C hina in 2 0  years w ill be quite different fro m  n ow  as it develop s in 
politics and in the econ om y.

Q: It must be difficult to get the kind o f  spiritual training you need?
A : M y  generation can o n ly  be bu sy  w orking in the harvest fields in 

C hina. The next generation w ill have the responsibility o f  th eolog i
cally  educating the Christians. T h eological education n ow  is a  luxury.

Q; Yet you seem to indicate persecution is a positive thing?
A : Persecution m ak es y o u  spiritually a lert It’ s quite different: I 

d o n ’t know  h o w  to explain i t  Y o u  experience a lot o f  grace and 
m ercy. It’ s really a m iracle. The grace is n ew  and fresh every day. It 
helps you keep a heart on fire for the Lord, no m atter w hat the situ
ation.

—From  O P E N  D O O R S  N e w sb r ie f , Jan. 1997

H ON G K O N G  A T  THE 
C R O SSR O A D S

D ennis L . A llen

O n  July 1, 1 9 9 7 , H on g  K o n g  w ill cease to be a British colon y  and 
w ill b ecom e a Special Adm inistrative R egion  o f  the P eop le ’ s R epublic  
o f  China. W h a t  w ill this m ean  fo r  the Christians in H on g  K o n g ?  A c 
cording to the Sino-B ritish  Joint D eclaration, H o n g  K on g  w ill have “ a 
high degree o f  autonom y” . The agreem ent also prom ises that the 
status quo in H on g  K o n g  w ill rem ain “ unchan ged”  for the next 5 0  
years after 1 9 9 7 . The Church w ill continue to function and none o f  its 
freedom s w ill be controlled.

Article 32

It is stated in the B asic L aw  that H o n g  K o n g  residents shall have  
the freedom  o f  religious b e lie f and the freedom  to preach and carry out 
and participate in religious activities in public.

Article 141

The governm ent o f  the Special Adm inistrative R egion  w ill not in
terfere in the internal affairs o f  religious organizations, provided the 
law s o f  the R egion  are not contravened. Their previous property rights 
and interests shall be maintained and protected.
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Article 148

R eligiou s organizations in the H o n g  K o n g  Special Adm inistrative  
R egion  and their counterparts on the m ainland shall be based on the 
principles o f  non-interference and mutual resp ect

Article 149

R eligiou s organizations m ay m aintain and develop relations with  
foreign  countries and other regions and with relevant international or
ganizations. R eligious organizations m a y , as required, use the nam e  
“ H o n g  K o n g , C hina”  in the relevant activities.

A ll  o f  this is encouraging. H ow ev er, C om m u n ist C hina’ s past h is
tory g iv es cause for concern. W o rd s  and treaties tend to m ean what the 
com m unists want them  to m ean. S o m e Christian organizations w hich  
were active in w orking in China have m oV ed their headquarters to T a i
w an. There w as a large em igration drain during the 8 0 ’ s o f  Christians 
and church leaders in anticipation o f  the takeover. This w as especially  
true o f  older pastors. H ow ever, there have been m any younger leaders 
and pastors w h o have risen up to take their p lace. S om e believe this is 
part o f  the reason for the revival o f  the church today. In 1980  there 
were on ly  64 3  Protestant churches in H o n g  K o n g  with an average at
tendance o f  7 7 ,4 5 0  at Sunday services. T o d a y  the num ber is 1 ,2 0 0  
churches with an average Sunday attendance o f  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  people. The  
goal fo r  2 0 0 0  is 2 0 0 0  churches. 4 .2 4  percent o f  the present 6 .3  m illion  
population are Christians. The grow th rate o f  Protestant w orship atten
dance betw een 19 89  and 1994  w as 7 .4  percent w hich w as m uch faster  
than the population growth rate. A t  several big evangelistic rallies 
w hich have been held in the past few  years the best response has been  
from  students. The H on g  K o n g  M arch for Jesus, a large outdoor public  
event, has had 1 5 ,0 0 0 -2 0 ,0 0 0  believers participating the last three 
years. There has a lso  been a steadily grow in g  m ovem en t o f  prayer.

M a n y  believe that H on g  K on g  b ecom in g  a part o f  C hina w ill g ive  
the Church in H on g  K o n g  new  opportunities fo r  service to the 1.2 bil
lion souls on the m ainland. 140 m issionaries have gon e out from  H on g  
K o n g  churches to other parts o f  the w orld , but this m ay  be only the b e
ginning o f  greater outreach. A t  a recent m issions rally 4 0 0  stood to  
signify  their com m itm ent to long-term  m ission s.

W e  need to pray for the church in H on g  K o n g  that they m ay be 
strong in the Spirit as they enter this uncertain transition period.
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DENG C A L L E D  “ IN STRU M EN T 
OF R E V IV A L ”

In the opinion o f  m an y  house church leaders. D en g  X ia o p in g -  
C hina’ s param ount leader w h o  died in February at age 9 2 —w as “ an un
w itting instrum ent o f  G o d  w h o helped bring revival to C h in a .”

“ D en g  g ave us the freedom  to ev an g elize ,”  they say, “ then le ft all 
the apparatus in place to punish us w hen w e did, it proved to be the 
ideal atm osphere for church g ro w th .”  R eligiou s policy  is expected to 
rem ain repressive as D e n g ’ s successor, Jiang Z e m in , has taken an even  
m ore active role in controlling the church in recent years.

N ick n am ed  “ Lazarus”  because o f  his ability to rise from  the politi
cal dead, the dim inutive D en g  w ill g o  dow n in history' as the principal 
architect o f  C hina’ s econ om ic reform s, steering the w o rld 's  m ost popu 
lous nation aw ay from  the ex cesses  o f  M a o ism  in 19 78  by introducing  
a m odernization cam paign that a llow ed  m arket forces to gradually re
place a centrally planned eco n o m y .

Unprecedented Church Growth

U nder D en g  the Chinese church grew  from  one m illion  believers in 
the late 1 9 7 0 ’ s to over 5 0  m illion  b y  the late 1 9 8 0 ’ s—the largest revival 
in the history o f  the church w orldw ide. U nlike M a o ’ s Cultural R ev o lu 
tion period from  1 9 6 6 -1 9 7 6 , w hen  bibles w ere burned, churches closed  
and pastors im prisoned, D e n g ’ s reform s resulted in less social control. 
“ For the first tim e in 1 9 78  w e could travel freely from  province to 
province, and that m eant itinerant evangelism  could start again ,”  said a 
B eijin g  house church leader.

R eligiou s repression rem ained strong under D en g  and has in
creased under his chosen successors. Jiang privately declared to senior 
party officia ls , “ W e  are in a  secret war w ith the church,”  and launched  
a fierce registration cam paign in late 19 95  to force house churches to 
com e under governm ent control. O ver 3 0 0  pastors w ere arrested in 
19 96  for refusing to c o m p ly . Three house church leaders w ere beaten  
to death, and long prison sentences w ere handed out to those convicted  
o f  printing the Bible underground.

A ccord in g  to one church leader in G uangdong, “ D en g  replaced  
M a oist ideology  with a get-rich -q u ick  philosophy, and oddly  enough it 
has m ade people spiritual seekers because they ask, ‘ A m  I alive m erely  
to buy a b igger television, or a better refrigerator?” ’ T h e church con 
tinues to grow  at a furious pace. R ecent estim ates published by the 
H on g K o n g-b a sed  Chinese Church Research Centre put the num ber o f  
believers at m ore than 82  m illion .
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Said an elderly house church leader in Lanzhou, central China, 
“ Y o u  m u st tell the w orld ’ s Christians that w e are still a persecuted  
church, n o  m atter h ow  m an y foreign  businesses the policies o f  D en g  
m ay have brought here, or h o w  m an y foreign religious dignitaries 
c o m e and preach here as a result o f  his open door p o lic y .”

— F rom  OPEN DOORS Newsbrief

PERSECUTION AND 
REVIVAL IN VIETNAM

The so -ca lled  m ountain tribes are under severe persecution. Every  
gathering is looked upon with suspicion by the governm ent, so  that 
church services are also forbidden. Y e t  during the last few  years, the 
m ountain tribes have been especially  fruitful in people com ing to  faith  
in Jesus. H a lf  o f  the evangelical Christians in V ietn am  now  belon g  to  
these ethnic m inorities.

H ow ev er, the local population is being warned not to listen to the 
itinerant evangelists and told that they m ust not invite them  into their 
h o m e s. E vangelists and church founders are regularly being thrown  
into prison.

Y e t  the w ork accelerates. W h e n  an itinerant evangelist began to  
preach in the village o f  G iabac (in  D ilinh ), all 100  inhabitants gave  
their lives to Jesus. That w as a shock fo r  the authorities, because the 
village w as w ell-k n ow n  for its loyalty  to the C om m unist Party. M a n y  
o f  the n ew  Christians can still sh ow  their Party m em bership cards.

In an attem pt to get the people back in line, the authorities called  
all the villagers together. A  goat w as slaughtered, and the b lood  m ixed  
w ith w ine. The ex -C o m m u n ists w ere told  to drink the m ixture and re
nounce their faith. But not one o f  them  obeyed.

“ The m ore the C om m unists persecute us, the m ore G o d  b lesses us 
and the faster the church g ro w s ,”  w as the com m en t from  one o f  the b e 
lievers.

—From  OPEN DOORS Newsbrief
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VOICES from the FIELDS
Robert and Joy Garrett Zimbabwe May 14,1997

G overn m en t doctors here have gon e on strike. There w ere over  
3 5 3 ,0 0 0  cases o f  m alaria and 79 5  deaths from  it during 1 9 97  according  
to the new spaper report. O n e out o f  three pregnant m others have aids. 
There is an epidem ic o f  m eningitis. The cem eteries are grow ing so fast 
one ju st cannot b elieve o n e ’ s ey es.

W e ’ ve had som e w onderful cam ps. The last one, senior high  
sch ool, 1 3 -1 7  years w as really special. There w ere six  you n g  m en  bap
tized. O ur n ew  preacher, Brother W o n d e r  C henje, baptized them . H e  
w as a teacher at the cam p and had been talking to som e o f  them . T hey  
w ere from  Christian fam ilies.

B ehavior at all cam p s w as so  g o o d . In this rebellious generation  
y ou  can see Christian training really m akes a difference.

W e  have four m en  w h o are to be ordained. It is great to see G od  
answ ering prayer fo r  laborers into the harvest field . O n e o f  them , our 
w orker R u ch iva  C hibura and w ife , are to go  to R im u ka, K a d o m a , tw o  
hours travel w est, as their m inister. N o w  w e are looking fo r  an honest 
Christian m an to w ork here. Right n ow  our workers are laying brick 
around the changing room s and baptistry. B o b ’ s been w orking on lin
tels over a side door and baptistry doors. It’ s been hard, dirty physical 
labor! N o w  h e ’ s on the com puter. Th is is a busy place!

Dave Moldez Novaliches, Philippines April 15,1997

It is sum m er tim e here in the Philippines. A s  o f  n o w  w e  are having  
the m inistry especially to children here at N ov alich es through the V a 
cation B ible School. W e  have the highest num ber o f  children, at least 
2 0 0  children cam e to hear G o d ’ s w ord. W e  are only  expecting and 
have prepared for at least 100 and w e thank G od  to plant G o d ’ s word  
to the hearts o f  these children.

Then w e w ill be having a Y o u th  ministry as w e send them  to the 
different cam p s. W e  h ope to send as m any young people here in N o 
valiches during the cam p as the Lord provides.

Early M a y  w e w ill m inister to pastors and church leaders through  
C B C  Pagsasanay. W e  hope to send at least 5 delegates from  Frisco  
and N ov alich es. It is m y  desire to keep on training our w orkers here. 
M a y  the Lord provide the resources needed for this training.
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Thank y ou  very m uch fo r  the funds you  have entrusted to m e. 
Lately m ost o f  it w ent to the vehicle  fund because o f  its m any repairs. 
The vehicle is n ow  being used exten sively  during the V B S . W e  have  
to g et and bring h om e the 2 0 0  children during this entire V B S .

W e  are also thankful to  the Lord for the progress o f  the church  
planting w ork in tw o areas. G o d  w illing w e w ill start another Sunday  
w orship in A m p a ro , C aloocan . O ne o f  our workers is offerin g  his 
sm all shanty as a place o f  w orship . This m an, Brother E m in g  has re
signed from  w ork and doing the church planting w ork in the area. H e  
is n ow  the caretaker o f  the chapel in N ov alich es. Around 3 0  believers  
are in the area and w e look  forw ard to gathering them  in the place as 
soon  as w e repair the house.

Lately G o d  has opened also m inistries fo r  us in 2  o ffices and 2  fa c 
tories. This happened through the Christian ow ners w ho have a burden  
to reach their laborers. I thank G o d  also for our tw o grow ing children. 
M y  son n ow  is goin g  to third year co lleg e . H e  plays the guitar during  
our Sunday w orship. M y  daughter is graduating from  highschool and  
she is one o f  the singing group in the church.

Linda is still very busy w ith her w ork with the B ible L eague. She 
is invited to  speak to a w o m e n ’ s conference in U .S .A . som etim e this 
Sept. Through the B ible League. W h a t a privilege! Please pray that I 
m ay be able to accom pany her, G od  w illin g. (T h is is still a rem ote p o s
sibility .)

Martin Brooks Mozambique May 21,1997
E-Mail: MKBROOKS@MAF.Org

W e  have recently b ecom e friends with Shannon and G ordon W a ll.  
T h ey  co m e from  a  M ennonite background and he is currently a pilot 
for A ir  Serve, w hich is connected with M issionary A viation  F e llo w 
ship. G ordon  needed to be in northern M ozam b iq u e for several days. 
Shannon offered to com e spend the night with our children so Susan  
and I could g o  to the M k h aya  G a m e R eserve in the K in gd om  o f  S w a z
iland. It seem ed like an opportunity o f  w hich  w e should take advan
tage.

W e  left at six  in the m orning and arrived at he gam e reserve around  
9 :3 0 . It is alw ays good  to have a  fe w  hours alone with Susan ju st to  
drive and talk. She really is m y  special helper and great friend. Our 
guide m et us at the entrance o f  the reserve.

It w as fun seeing the large g a m e. The hippos soaking up the sun in 
the edge o f  the lake. The elephants sucking w ater into their trunks and 
then drinking it or splashing it over their backs. T hey then cam e right 
next to the open Land R over. O ne o f  them  began throwing dirt up in
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the air w h ich  rained dow n  on his back and nearly on us. W e  saw  a 
m ale ostrich doing his m ating dance. (I  d o n ’t kn ow  w hat he found so  
attractive about our Land R over.) W e  saw  num erous w art h ogs, deer
like critters, and a  b ab y  g iraffe . The white rhinos w ere especially  inter
esting as they sharpened their h o m s on our front bum per.

Lunch w as coo k ed  over an open fire b y  som e o f  the workers. W e  
had som e very tasty im pala  with som ething like w hipped sw eet pota
toes, sugar beans and com bread . It w as a very picturesque setting sur
rounded b y  tall trees on the edge o f  a  dry riverbed. O u r tents w ere ju st  
out o f  sight dow n a  w o o d ed  pathw ay. A fte r  lunch w e  picked up an
other couple at the entrance to the R eserve and resum ed our sight see
ing. T h e couple w ere from  B elgiu m .

It w as after dark w h en  w e returned to the cam psite. W e  g o t a cup  
o f  tea and relaxed as the w orkers prepared dinner. T h e B elgian  couple  
put their gear in their tent, ordered a beer and jo in ed  us. H e w orked  
w ith a travel com p an y that arranges group trips. T h ey  had ju st been to 
M adagascar to check on som e touring possibilities and n ow  were pre
view in g  the G a m e R eserve. W e  talked about h om e schooling and 
A m e ric a ’ s general lack o f  foreign language skills. H e  said in B elgiu m , 
three languages are required b y  the sch ools and m o st students study 
four languages. W e  talked little about our work in M o za m b iq u e and 
the States.

The conversation took a turn w hen I asked him  “ W h a t is the 
Church like in B e lg iu m ?”

H e said no one but som e o f  the old  people g o  to church. The  
younger people do  not g o  to church unless they have to, for w eddings, 
funerals, or baptism s.

I asked w hy that w as and he said the people d o n ’t see a need to go  
to church. I prom pted, “ So  the you n g  people see the Church as irrele
vant, not n eed ed ?”

H e agreed and said, “ Y o u  d o n ’ t have to g o  to church. Like m e, I 
live a g oo d  life . I try to do right and that’ s all that’ s n ecessary .”

“ D o  the people see the Church as restrictive, with a lot o f  rules to 
be fo llo w e d ?”

“ Y e s ”  he said.

I asked him  i f  there w ere any independent churches there that were 
not controlled b y  the g ov ern m en t H e did not k n ow  o f  any. I asked  
him  r i f  a person could start a church in their h om e. H e  said he had not 
heard o f  such a thing and w as not sure i f  it w ould be legal.
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I said, “ it is a shame the Church does not appear relevant to the 
needs o f  the younger people o f  B elgiu m . It seem s so often people w ho  
call th em selves Christians focu s on a list o f  d o ’ s and d o n ’ts rather than 
on Jesus as our Savior and L ord . I f  w e w ould focu s m ore on Jesus and 
ju st do w hat the Bible teaches instead o f  creating a  bunch o f  rules for  
people to fo llo w , the Church w ould  be m uch m ore e ffectiv e .”

H e seem ed to be thinking about what I had ju st proposed w hen our 
host began beating the A frica n  drum  indicating it w as tim e fo r  dinner. 
I w as a little frustrated. I felt like I had his attention and I w anted to  
say m ore. B ut apparently n o w  w as not the tim e.

A s  w e got our im pala stew , it w as very chilly  so Patrick, our guide, 
asked i f  w e w anted to sit with the Reserve workers close to  the fire as 
w e ate our dinner.

A t  one point, Patrick asked us h ow  long w e had been in M o z a m 
bique and i f  w e like it. M y  standard response is “ Y e s , it’ s quite differ
ent from  the States.”  I asked Patrick w ho am ong them  w as the story 
teller and did they have any g o o d  rabbit and elephant stories. H ere  
they com m o n ly  tell stories featuring a crafty rabbit as he interacts and 
outw its the other A frican  anim als. H e told a story o f  h ow  the rabbit 
gained the respect and adm iration o f  both the hippo and the elephant.

The m an from  B elgium  asked w here Patrick had learned the story. 
Patrick said, “ W h e n  I w as a child, m y  grandm other used to sit around  
a id  tell us these stories, but n ow  there are no m ore stories to tell. N o w  
m y fam ily  w atches T V  until bedtim e and I go  into the other room  to 
find qu iet.”  It is easy to see h ow  the still A frican  nights could  m ake  
television seem  like a noisy intruder.

I asked Patrick i f  there w ere m an y nyangas in Sw aziland. F or the 
uninitiated, nyangas are m edicine m en , w itches, witch doctors, and 
possibly  herbalists. Som e practice what w e w ou ld  call white m agic . 
Others practice black m agic . S o m e are considered g oo d  b y  the people  
and som e evil. Som e use their crafts to heal and protect from  angry an
cestors and others invoke spirits and brew poisons to intimidate and 
hurt the people. Th ey are greatly feared and it is a problem  to get the 
people to have m ore faith in Jesus than they have in these m en and 
w om en . The nyangas are sim ilar to the sorcerers in the N e w  Testa
m ent. M ore on that later.

Patrick said there are m any nyangas in Sw aziland. H e  said the 
m ore pow erful ones are next to the border o f  M ozam b iq u e. H e said 
there were m any very pow erful nyangas in M ozam b iq u e and the nyan
gas from  Sw aziland w ou ld  go to the border tow n o f  Lom ahasha to 
leam  the various nyanga crafts.



B y  n o w  Patrick knew  w e w ere m issionaries. H e  asked, “ D o  you  
b elieve the w itch doctor has pow er? Should y ou  be afraid i f  he curses 
y o u ? ”

Susan responded, “ I b elieve the devil has m uch pow er, but m y  Je
sus has m u ch  m ore p ow er, I do n ot need to  b e  afraid .”

“ T h e priest con fu ses the p e o p le”  Patrick said, “ the priest tells us 
to n ever v isit the n yangas, bu t a  nyanga told m e  the priest c om es to  him  
at night to help  his church g ro w . The nyan ga g ives the priest so m e
thing to w ash  his shirt in that m akes the p eop le like him . I f  he wears  
the shire, the people listen and understand w hen he preaches, so his 
church g ro w s and the priest w ins m ore p eop le . W h a t  do  you  think  
about the p riest?”

M y  first thought w as “ Satan is a liar and the story o f  the nyanga  
about the priest is pretty self-servin g to the n ya n ga .”  1 w as not sure 
w hat Patrick thought o f  the nyangas, so  I decided on a different ap
proach. Incidentally, it takes a long tim e to  build an open honest rela
tionship w ith  m any A frican s. M issionaries have told  num erous stories 
o f  apparently faithful A frica n s, secretly consulting the nyangas.

“ Patrick, w hat is the priest w inning the people to? T h e  B ible talks 
o f  p eop le w h o  ‘ have a fo rm  o f  godliness but deny the p o w e r.’ This  
priest w ants p ow er. H e wants people to  like him . H e w ants his church  
to g row , so he goes to the nyanga. The priest has no p o w er because he 
does n ot k n o w  Jesus.”

The B ible  has a g o o d  deal to say about sorcerers. It seem s they  
w ere pretty close to the nyangas o f  tod ay . S o m e claim ed to help p eo 
ple, others hurt the people. The people turned to them  in tim es o f  sick
ness or w h en  they w anted to know  w hat decision  to m ake concerning  
the future. Possibly  they w anted to talk to  the spirits o f  the dead. 
S om etim es people w ent to them  w anting to see another cursed. I ’ m  
sure y o u  have heard o f  white and black m ag ic . T he real question is, 
“ W h a t is the source o f  their p o w e r?”  M o st  nyangas use fear to m a 
nipulate the p eop le. G o d  does n ot g ive us a  spirit o f  fear. M o st  nyan
gas w ant p o w er and m an y talk o f  Jesus in conjunction with their 
“ m ed ic in e .”

So  thoughts like this are racing through m y  head as w e sit around 
the cam p fire. Then Patrick look s at m e and asks, “ W h e n  you  get sick  
do y ou  pray or g o  to the h osp ital?”  M a n y  o f  the A fricans pray and go  
to the nyanga. So  w hat’ s the difference? T he prim ary difference is the 
doctor’ s cures and m edicines are based on research and the n yan ga ’ s 
“ m ed icin e”  is based on appeasing som e dead ancestor. S om e also use 
herbs for h ealing. This is an exam ple o f  m ixin g  the g o o d  with the bad
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to g ive  the nyanga credibility. A g a in  the question is from  w here does  
the pow er com e?

The answ er to Patrick’ s question is, w e do  both. W e  pray and find  
the best m edical help possible. H ow ev er, his point is w ell taken. L et’ s 
not replace our faith in G o d  with a  faith in doctors.

The couple from  B elgium  seem ed really interested and possible a 
little startled b y  the conversation. During die course o f  the conversa
tion I w as able to share about Jesus’ paym ent fo r  our sin on the cross 
and H is  resurrection. I w as also able to propose that w e sincerely do  
w hat the B ible says instead o f  m aking lengthy sets o f  rules for people  
to fo llo w  like the Pharisees. W e  spoke o f  the Pharisees being called  
“ w h ite-w ash ed to m b s .”  O f  course, doing w hat the B ible says im plies  
a lot.

A n y w a y , it w as an interesting n ig h t The cultural differences o f  
A m erica  and A fric a  continually am aze m e. It seem s a different set o f  
Scriptures speak to a different set o f  d ifficulties. Please pray for us as 
w e continue to learn about our new  surroundings.

June 2,1997
First, I w ant to thank the Lord for helping us straighten out our 

water problem s at the center. A fte r  installing five different water  
pum ps and checking our the electricty to the pum ps several tim es, w e  
now  have water. N o w  w e are tying to get the night guard to understand 
w hich valve to turn and w hen to do i t  The city pum ps water pretty 
w ell during the m iddle o f  the n ig h t The w ater trickles in or stops 
flow ing during the day. This fills a tank at grougn level w hich w e then 
pum p up to a sm all tow er w hich  g ives us constant water pressure. 
A n y w a y , the system  w as fouled up and n ow  it is w orking nicely .

T oday w e had a short in the electrical system  in the house. The 
lights only  w ork w hen the water heater is p lugged in. I f  w e unplug the 
water heater, the lights go  o u t  I f  the water heater stays plugged in, w e  
get shocked w hen w e touch any o f  the faucets in the house. A  friend 
cam e out this afternoon and found 2 2 0  volts goin g  through the ground  
w ires. H e disconnected the ground wire from  the water heater and 
things are better, but not right A t  least w e d o n ’ t get shocked in the 
show er and the lights w ork, th ey ’ re ju st a little dim .

N o w  for the m atter o f  prayer. This com ing w eekend, D on , K evin , 
Juanita and m y s e lf  are goin g  to m eet som e church leaders. There are 
tw o groups o f  churches that have asked us to w ork with them . W e  
have been told there are 120 churches.
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W e  plan to leave Saturday and return M o n d a y  or so. The people  
w e talked to  said w e needed a fou r-w h eel drive vehicle to get to the 
river. T h ey  w ou ld  g et us across the river in a  boat and then w e w ou ld  
n eed to w alk  a  w ays. It sounds like the rookie m ay  be returning to the 
bush! It sounds like fun.

Y o u  are our partners in this m inistry. N oth ing w ill happen without 
prayer and the L o rd ’ s b lessing.

What the Bible Teaches about...
VI. AN G ELS

A le x  V .  W ilso n

Incredible interest has arisen in angels in recent years. Previously, 
they received m inim al attention from  B ible-believers and were usually  
dism issed with scoffin g  by unbelievers. (Su ch  n eglect w as unscriptu- 
ral, fo r  they are m entioned o ver 100  tim es in the O .T . and o ver 160  
tim es in the N .T . 3 4  o f  the B ib le ’ s 6 6  books refer to them .) I have a 
Christian b oo k  written in 1958 w hich says, "L ittle attention is paid to 
this subject today, for m en consider it alm ost valueless except as angels  
occu r in bedtim e stories."

But N O W —w hat a change! B o o k s  galore in stores and on bestseller  
lists. In fact, from  Jan. ’ 94 -J a n .’ 9 5 , 32  books on angels appeared in the 
secular book m arket; several b ecam e best sellers. The num ber o f  U .S .  
teenagers believing in angels increased from  6 4 %  in 1978 to  7 6 %  in 
1992. But tod ay ’ s em phasis has its dangers, for along with B iblical 
truth num erous errors are m in gled . N e w  A g e  fantasies; m yths from  
ancient Persian religion and fro m  Islam ; unfounded traditions from  
both Jewish and R om an C atholic sources outside the B ible; —all these 
h ave b ecom e com m on . M ore than that, there are w orkshops on "getting  
in touch with celestials," "a lign in g  with angelic energy fie ld s ," and 
m aking decisions by using a deck o f  "A n g e l O ra cle " cards. A l l  these  
allure careless people into superstition at best and cults and/or occu lt
ism  at w o r st  There is certainly a need for discernm ent based on careful 
B ible study.

The current scene is further com plicated b y  com m ercialism . 
Stuffed angels, lapel pins and other trinkets and knick-knacks are all 
the rage in m any places. B ut Philip Y a n ce y  observes, "T h e  cuddly cu 
rios stocked in g ift stores bear...faint resem blance to die m ajestic, terri
fy in g  beings described in the B ib le . (E ver w onder w hy ‘ Fear n ot’ w ere  
usually the first w ords out o f  an a n g el’ s m o u th ?)" Y e t  i f  w e are w ise , 
w e can take advantage o f  the present fascination with angels. I f  som e  
friend wears an angel pin or uses angel decor in her hom e, w e m ight 
say, "D o  you really believe in angels? I do,and in fact I believed in
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them  lo n g  before they b ecam e popular in our culture. B ut I d on ’t agree 
with all d ie  ideas that are com m o n  about them  n o w ." Y o u r  statement 
w ill probably arouse curiosity, and m a y  lead to a discussion o f  what the 
B ible teaches. From  there y ou  m ight proceed to  w h y Christians fo llo w  
Scripture aijd reject other teachings w h ich  contradict it. (S ee the first le s
son in this series, "W h a t  the B ible T each es about Itself, G o d ’ s W o r d .")  
A n d  o f  course, i f  possible g o  on fro m  discussing angels to discussing  
their L ord . A s  one Christian writer says, " I f  y o u ’ re stopping with the an
g e ls , y o u ’ re really m issing the w h ole tiling. Because angels a re  th e m e s
sen g ers , th e y ’ re n ot th e  m e s s a g e ."  A m e n  to th a t (The very w ord  
"a n g e l" sim ply  m eans "m e ssen g er ," and is som etim es used o f  hum ans.)

Some Biblical Facts about Angels

M a n y  things about angels w e d o n ’ t k n o w . T h ey fit into the first cate
gory  m entioned in D eut. 2 9 :2 9 , " T h e secret th ings belong to the Lord our 
G o d ."  But thank H im  that the verse continues, " ...h u t the things revealed  
b elon g to us and to our children fo rev er ." Scripture reveals quite a bit 
about angels. H ere are som e o f  its revelations.

1. T h e y  a re  n u m e r o u s , a n d  m ig h ty : R e v . 5 :1 1  m entions "m a n y  an
g els , num bering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand tim es ten 
thousand" (com pare D an. 7 :1 0 ) . Just th ose last five  w ords com e to  a  
hundred m illion ! Since angels neither m arry nor reproduce nor die 
(Luke 2 0 :3 4 -3 6 ) ,  their num ber is fixed .

Their superhum an pow er is easy to prove. O ne angel slew  1 8 5 ,0 0 0  
A ssyrian  soldiers in one night. O n e angel defended D aniel from  an entire 
den lu ll o f  lions. A n  angel opened the doors o f  the ja il w here the apostles 
were im prisoned. A n  angel entered the locked  prison w here Peter w as  
kept, m ade his handcuffs fall o f f  and the iron gate open o f  its ow n ac
c o r d -a ll  in the presence o f  guards! (D id  H oudini learn som e o f  his e s -  
cape-artist tricks from  an angel?) T h ey  w ill be active in spectacular  
endtim e ju d gm en ts on those rebelling against G o d , and w ill accom pany  
our Lord in H is glorious-but-devastating return w hen H e w ill sm ash evil.

2 . T h e y  are created  b ein g s, n o t e te rn a l n o r  a lm ig h ty : "B y  [Christ] 
all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, v isible and invis
ible, whether thrones or pow ers or rulers or authorities; all things were  
created b y  him  and for h im " (C o l. 1 :1 6 ) . W e  are not told w hen they were  
created, nor how  long they existed before the creation o f  m ankind, nor  
w hat th ey  did before that tim e. N o r  are w e given  m ore than a few  clues  
about the Satan-led rebellion against G o d , w hen m any angels jo in ed  him  
w hile others rem ained loyal to the Lord. T h ese matters are som e o f  those 
"secret th in gs" m entioned above . B u t w e kn ow  they are created beings, 
m ade fo r  H is g lory and service, created righteous and yet fallib le . T hey  
are m ighty but not a lm ighty; w ise but n ot a ll-w ise .
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W e  leam  an additional fact fro m  the term inology used in C o l. 1 :1 6  
(just quoted) and other verses, and that is ...

3. There are various types and ranks of angels: N otice various  
term s and titles the apostles use. In Eph. 1 :2 0 -2 1  Paul declares that the 
Father has exalted Christ above "a ll rule and authority, pow er and d o 
m in ion , and every title that can be g iv en , not only  in the present age but 
also in the one to c o m e ." In that sentence Paul m ay be thinking o f  hu
m an governors and em perors as w ell as angels g oo d  and bad. B ut his 
listing in Eph. 6 :1 2  excludes us m ortal beings and also the g oo d  angels: 
"O u r  struggle is not against flesh and b lo od , but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the pow ers o f  this dark w orld and against 
the spiritual forces o f  ev il in the h eavenly rea lm ." (S ee 1 Pet. 3 :2 2  a lso .) 
T h ough  Eph. 6 describes fallen angels, those w h o serve Satan, it is 
likely  that their organization, ranks and titles w ere copied from  their 
original, G o d -g iv en  organization. D aniel chapter 10 reveals that there 
are pow erful angel "p rin ces" in charge o f  each country--the m ajor ones  
at least—and that the evil ones oppose and som etim es hinder the w ork o f  
G o d ’ s angels. Probably such beings w ere in Paul’ s m ind w hen he wrote  
Eph. 6 .

A m o n g  the g o o d  angels M ich ael alone is called an archangel; but he 
is a lso  referred to as "o n e  o f  the c h ie f prin ces," w hich suggests there m ay  
p ossib ly  be others (Jude 9 ; D a n .l0 :1 3 ) .  O n the other hand, 1 T h es. 4 :1 6  
seem s to im ply  only  one: "the v oice  o f  the archangel" [not "a n  archan
g e l " ] .  Then there is G abriel, "w h o  stands in the presence o f  G o d " but 
has been sent on important m ission s to earth. A n d  w e read o f  other w o n 
drous, m ystical beings in heaven, such as cherubim , seraphim , and four 
special "liv in g  creatures." W h eth er they are angels or not is debatable. 
T h ey  are not called by that nam e, and are distinguished from  them .

4. They are Usually Invisible but Sometimes Appear: 2 K in gs 6 
tells the intriguing story o f  a foreign  king sending troops to the city o f  
D othan to capture the prophet E lish a ."H o rses and chariots and a strong  
fo rce ...w en t b y  night and surrounded the c ity ." W h e n  E lisha’ s servant 
w ent out the next m orning, he w as shocked and dism ayed to see the en
em y  troops. H e w as gripped with fear, but the prophet told him , "Don Ί 
be afraid. Those who are with us are more than those who are with 
them." Then he prayed for the Lord to open the servant’ s eyes, and he 
"sa w  the hills full o f  horses and chariots o f  fire all around E lish a ." O b v i
ously  these were angelic forces sent to protect G o d ’ s servant.

U su ally , as in that incident, angels rem ain invisible even w hile they  
are active. T h ey  w ork, but w e d o n ’t see them . Y e t  on num erous o cca 
sions they have appeared. T hey do so in tw o  very different w ays. O ften  
their heavenly splendor shines out, and all hum an observers are 
aw estruck. For instance, "an  angel o f  the Lord appeared to " the shep
herds near B ethlehem , "an d  the glory o f  the Lord shone around them .
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and they w ere terrified" (L k .2 :9 ) . A g a in , after Jesus’ resurrection an an
gel rolled back the stone fro m  the tom b —not to let Christ out but the w it
nesses in! "H is  appearance w as like lightning, and his clothes w ere  
white as sn ow . The guards w ere so  afraid o f  h im  that they shook and b e
cam e like dead m en " (M t .2 8 :2 -4 ) .  T hese are typical cases.

Y e t  at other tim es w hen they appear they lo ok  like ordinary hum an  
beings, and no one guesses that they are angels till in som e w ay  they  
dem onstrate their superhum an pow er. A b rah am  saw  three "m e n " one day  
near his h o m e ; but tw o  o f  them  turned out to be angels, and the third 
"m a n " turned out to be the Lord! (G en . 18 .) The sam e w as true o f  
G ideon(Judges 6 ) . N o  doubt H e b .l3 :2  refers to incidents like those w hen  
it says, "D o  not forget to  entertain strangers, for b y  so doing som e p eo 
ple have entertained angels without k n ow ing it ."  (S ee the article, "I  T oo  
Saw  an A n g e l.")

5 . T h e y  are distin ct fr o m  h u m a n s : " I t ’ s a W on d erfu l L ife " is a  
wonderful story, but its v iew  o f  angels as the spirits o f  dead people w ho  
are trying to "earn their w in g s" (in this story, C larence), is nothing but 
fancy. Scripture alw ays distinguishes betw een angels and hum ans, even  
though the form er m ay appear in hum an fo rm . Y e t  "I t ’ s a W onderfu l 
L ife " is correct (sort o f) in portraying perhaps the m ost incredible fact 
o f  all about angels, and that is...

6 . T h e y  a re  " ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit 
salvation" —w hich m eans us Christians! W o w ! That is not som e N e w  
A g e  m yth, but a fact clearly stated in H e b . 1 :1 4 . T hough  they are 
"m igh ty  o n e s" (Psa. 1 0 3 :2 0 ) , w hose m ere appearance often overw helm s  
even the m ost god ly  hum ans (for exam ple, D an . 8 :1 5 -1 8 ; R e v .l9 :9 -1 0 ) ,  
yet they take keen interest in us and our affairs. Every n ew  hum an co n 
vert to the L ord Christ elicits their celebration! (L k .l5 :7 ,1 0 .)  Philip 
Y a n ce y  em p hasizes this point very clearly:

"W e  have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels 
as well as to men," Paul told the Corinthians (1 Cor. 4:9). A  bit later in 
the same letter he gave a startling glimpse o f  the future: "D o  you not 
know that we will judge angels?" (6 :3). The apostle Peter, speaking o f  
the mysteries o f G od’ s plan o f redemption, said rather breathlessly, 
"Even angels long to look into these things" (1 Pet. 1:12).

I hardly know what to make o f  these passages, which give mere 
hints and leave many blanks unfilled. It seems, though, that inexplica
bly God has chosen to invest the future not in angels but in us....Could 
it be that angels wear lapel pins and collect stuffed representations o f  
human beings? (Christianity Today, 7 /17 /95 )

W e  find it astonishing that angels focus their attention on us. Y e t  this 
is a m icroscopic  detail com pared to the ultra-stunning fact that their 
Creator and Lord not only  is m indful o f  us but even becam e one o f  us
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and then died fo r  our sins. "A m a z in g  love ! h o w  can it b e / That T hou, 
m y  G o d , sh ou ld ’ st die fo r m e ? "

E ven so , the interest and concern w hich angels sh ow  us m ortals is 
n ot to be sniffed  at nor taken for granted. It is a  high privilege, as the fo l
low in g  section w ill dem onstrate.

7. They engage in many different activities: T h ey exuberantly  
w orship the Lord G o d  (R e v .5 :1 1 -1 2 ; 7 :1 1 -1 2 ;  etc .). A n g e ls  assisted L ot 
in escaping S o d o m . T h ey  explained D an iel’ s v ision s to h im . T h ey  m inis
tered to our L ord  Jesus after his prolonged period o f  fasting and being  
tem pted b y  Satan, and also after H is prayer and spiritual conflict in G eth- 
sem ane ( M t .4 : l l ;  L k . 2 2 :4 3 ) .  W h e n  G o d ’ s people fall asleep in death, 
angels escort their spirits h om e (L k .l6 :2 2 ) .  A n  angel guided Philip to  
the Ethiopian eunuch, delivered Peter from  prison, and encouraged Paul 
in storm y tim es (A c ts  8 :2 6 ; 1 2 :7 -9 ; 2 7 :2 3 -4 ) .

A n d  now here does Scripture say that th ey ’ve retired and never do  
any o f  these things any m ore! "T h eir  appearances m ay  be rare, but an
g e ls  are no endangered sp e cie s ," writes T im oth y  Jones. T w o  com forting  
passages from  Psalm s provide us assurance. "H e  w ill g ive his angels  
charge o f  you  to guard y o u  in all your w a y s ."  "T h e  angel o f  the Lord en
cam ps around those w h o fear h im , and delivers th e m ." (9 1 :1 1 ; 3 4 :7 .)  
A fte r  quoting those verses, James B oice  com m en ts, "F ro m  a practical 
standpoint, i f  Christian people thought m ore often o f  this angelic protec
tion, they w ou ld  be less fearful o f  circum stances and en e m ie s." Th at’ s 
true, so let’ s consider these facts m ore often, thanking our Father for H is  
aid to us through H is  "secret agen ts," as B illy  G raham  calls them . (A n d  
o f  course w e k n o w  that G o d  does not alw ays deliver from  harm —re
m em ber the m artyrs?—but guards us through i t )

Finally, am id all the confused N e w  A g e  nonsense about angels, let’ s 
warn fo lk s. T h ey  m ust not concentrate on angels and let G o d  becom e  
"bu t a  sh ad ow y, sideline figu re ." "W h ile  G o d  m ay  send angels, gratitude 
m ust alw ays be directed to God," T im othy Jones rem inds us. Paul re
buked the C olossian s, "D o  not let anyone w h o  delights in...the w orship  
o f  angels disqualify  you  from  the prize ....S u ch  a  person g oes into great 
detail about w hat he has seen " (2 :1 8 ) . "Satan  m asquerades as an angel 
o f  light" (2  C o r .l  1 :1 4 ) , so let’ s not be bew itched b y  his sensational coun
terfeits. W e  should concentrate on Christ Jesus, w h o  is "as  m uch supe
rior to the angels as the nam e he has inherited is superior to theirs" 
(H e b .l :4 ) .

[Janell Lewis prepared an exhaustive study o f  angels, which she 
presented to the lathes at the Woodland Bible Camp during Senior Citi
zens Week in 1996. It contains many facts, and several encouraging 
contemporary testimonies. I f you want a copy, write her at 100 Quarry 
Dr., Johnson City TN 37615.]
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Alice Ophelia Mullins
19Q2-1997

b y  R agena M ullins

A lic e  O phelia  M u llin s  w as b o m  N ov em b er 2 4 , 1 9 02  and w ent 
h om e to be with the Lord M a y  5 , 1 9 9 7 . She w as preceded in death by  
her husband, Frank M orris M u llin s, Sr., w h o  w ent h om e M a y  3 0 ,1 9 6 4 .

M a n y  stories o f  O ph elia  and Frank M u llins have b een  told  through  
the years. Early in their courtship, O ph elia  brought her friend to a  fe l
low sh ip  o f  believers that understood the G o sp el in its sim plicity. She 
inform ed this “ friend”  that i f  he w as not interested in the tilings o f  the 
Lord, she w as not interested in continuing their relationship. Through  
her influence Frank cam e to really know ; the, L ord . T h ey  married and 
together they dedicated them selves to H im . D r. E ugene W o o d  and his 
fam ily  were very influential in their spiritual grow th.

Frank w as a successful businessm an in the dairy and m ilk  industry7. 
B y  19 2 9  the you ng cou ple had three sons. First w ere identical tw ins, 
Frank, Jr, and R obert (B o b b y ) and then E u gene. In  the 1 9 2 0 ’ s theirs 
w as the A m erican  dream  com e true in D allas, T ex a s, but they gave that 
up to m o v e to L ou isv ille , K y . where they could study the B ible to learn 
m ore about Jesus in classes conducted b y  R . H . B o ll at the Portland 
A v en u e Church o f  Christ. A fte r  finishing the classes they returned to  
the south and in 1932  βήφ·19·34 tw o ipore sons, Earl and Jim m y, were 
b o m . Frank never returned to business. Instead he continued in the 
call o f  Christ to teach and preach. O phelia  w as b y  his side caring for  
the fam ily  and also teaching w herever the Lord called  them , whether 
T exas, Louisiana or K en tu cky. Frank w as a very popular evangelist. It 
w as not unusual for him  to be aw ay from  hom e fo r  three m onths at a 
tim e holding m eetings. During these tim es O ph elia  stayed behind to 
care for her grow ing children.

During W o r ld  W a r  II the M u llins fam ily  lived  in N e w  Orleans. 
The three oldest b o y s  w ere in the service. O ph elia  entertained guests 
m ost o f  the tim e: service m en  and others. W ith  rationing it w as not an 
easy task, but one she did graciously w ith no m urm uring. She also had 
tim e for her B ible classes and to be very involved in R ed  Cross w ar
tim e services.

In D ecem b er, 1 9 4 7 , the youngest tw in, B o b b y , died in an airplane 
crash in the Philippines. H e left behind a 3 m onth o ld  daughter, Callie  
Joy, w h om  he never saw . W h e n  C allie w as six  years o ld , her m other  
died. O phelia  and Frank w ere happy to be a llow ed to take her to raise. 
Callie becam e the daughter they never had.
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In the 1 9 5 0 ’ s Frank b ecam e director o f  the B ible departm ent o f  
Southeastern Christian C olleg e  in W in ch ester, K entu cky, and O phelia  
becam e the “ dorm  m other”  fo r  the girls. H ere again m any lovin g sto
ries have been related —  h o w  O phelia saw  to the needs o f  the girls and 
the B ible lesson s she g av e . M ore than one couple tell h ow  O phelia  
helped with their w edd in g , even doing the reception for them  w ith no 
expense to the cou p le. Others have related Scriptures she im pressed on 
them . T hese w ere som e o f  her favorite verses into w hich she wanted  
the students to  have insight.

W h e n  Frank and O phelia  left the colleg e in the early sixties they  
returned to D allas. There they continued their ministerial w ork. In 
1 9 64  the L ord  called  Frank hom e at an early age b y  to d a y ’ s longevity  
standards. O p h elia  w as at a loss, but she never questioned the Lord. 
She rem ained in D allas until 1 9 7 9 . In 1981  she entered M a p le  M anor  
Christian h om e because o f  her failing health. She rem ained there until 
the tim e o f  her departure to be with the Lord.

It is a tribute to Frank and O phelia  that all o f  their children serve 
the Lord. Indeed, “ H er children arise and call her b lesse d .”  She is 
survived b y  4  sons, 15 grandchildren, and 31 great-grandchildren.

NEWS and NOTES
Edited b y  Jack B laes

Lilly Dale/ Tell City Missions
O n M a y  2 2  the leaders o f  the 

Lilly  D ale and T ell City churches 
o f  Christ m et to evaluate their 
jo in t m issio n ’ s outreach. This  
outreach began over tw enty years 
ago! W e  are presently sharing in 
the support o f  eignt m ission  
w orks. W e  are contacting each 
m ission and are asking for infor
m ation to keep us better in
form ed. T h e fo llow in g  are the 
requests w e  have m ade: 1) R e 
cent photographs o f  them  and 
their w ork, 2 )  Specificjprayer p e
titions and praises, 3 ) Specific fi
nancial needs, projects, etc., 4) 
Recent financial report: m onthly  
or yearly budget, 5) Historical
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sum m ary o f  the m ission  effort 
w here they are, 6 ) G oa ls  for their 
future m inistry, 7) Spiritual tri
um phs and testim onies, 8) S im 
ple, local food  recipes to 
spotlight their tastes and culture 
during our fellow ship m eetings, 
9) M a p s, charts, and visual aids 
to help bring them  closer to us, 
and 10) A  statement o f  their sal
vation plan belief.

B ro . H erm an Epple, a deacon  
o f  the T ell C ity church, has just 
accepted the role o f  treasurer for  
the jo in t m ission  account. There 
w ill be a fo llow -u p  m eeting in 
N ov em b er to re-evaluate this 
jo in t m ission  effort.



Gallatin Church of Christ
O n M a y  25th , w e  installed 

four new  elders: John C o x , D avid  
Schreiner, Jim Schreiner, and 
B ob  V au gh n . T h ey  jo in ed  pre
sent elders B en  Joe M o ss , Earl 
R odgers, D avid  Stew art and 
Kenneth Stockdell. W e  urge 
your prayers fo r  these m en  that 
they w ill unite as a team  to lead  
this congregation forw ard to the 
glory o f  G o d .

A ls o  added to s ta ff is Bill 
Hunter, in the position  o f  Y ou th  
M inister. B ill is a counselor at 
G allatin H igh  Sch ool and w ill be 
here fu ll-tim e until school starts 
again in the fa ll, w hen h e ’ ll drop 
back to part-tim e.

A Different Kind of Meeting
From  June 1 -4  I held a teach

ing m eeting at B elm o n t Church  
in W inchester K y . A t  their re
quest w e studied A c ts  2 9 -1 9 9 6 ,  
that is, church history. T he em 
phasis w as on the S ton e-C am p - 
bell m ovem en t, but w e began  
Sun. m orning by surveying  
church history from  3 0 -1 8 0 0
A .D . That afternoon w e visited 
Cane R idge, K y . I spoke on the 
2nd G reat A w ak en in g  w hich o c 
curred there and elsew here in the 
“ W e s t ”  and also in the eastern 
U .S . after the Christian faith was  
nearly snuffed out during 17 75 - 
18 00 . O n S u n -W e d  nights w e  
studied Stone, the C am pbells, 
and later preachers like Harding  
and B o ll, plus som e “ zero s”  w ho  
turned the m ovem en t tow ard le 
galism  and sectarianism . The 
audience seem ed to appreciate 
the lessons drawn from  the past, 
as w e sought to apply them  to the 
present. W a rm  fellow sh ip  w as  
enjoyed with B en and Linda  
Rake and the m em b ers.

Looking For Old Hymnals
D oes anyone have a 

copy(ies) o f  a  1921 first edition  
o f  Great S o n gs o f  the Church? It 
had 4 0 0  n um bers, round notation  
and green cloth. O r the 1 9 22  re
vision  to w h ich  B ro. Jorgenson  
added 5 0  m ore hym n s?

Bro. E m ie  B ailey , song  
leader for 3 0  years at University  
Church o f  Christ in M urray, K y .,  
hopes to add these to a collection  
o f  h ym n als fro m  the Restoration  
M o v e m e n t H is hobby for m any  
years has been collecting h y m 
nals and reference books related 
to h ym n o log y . “ I ’m  alw ays glad  
to m ake contact with others with  
a sim ilar interest and w ould be 
very happy to learn o f  those 
am ong your subscribers w ho  
m ight like to correspond with m e  
on that s u b je c t”  W rite  to him  at 
801 N . 12 S t ,  M urrav, K y . 
4 2 0 7 1 .

Overloaded?
“ W h e n  Jesus said, ‘ C om e  

unto m e, till ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, he used a nautical 
w ord m eaning ‘overloaded’ . 
Around every boat is a waterline 
that determ ines h ow  m uch  
w eight it can carry. Every one o f  
us w om en, and m en too, are like 
a boat; w e each have a waterline.

“ I f  y ou  load us beyond the 
waterline, w e ’ ll sink. I f  you  do  
not allow  us to carry the burdens 
w e ’ re built for, w e ’ ll drift. W e  
need to help each other discover  
what kind o f  ‘ b oat’ each o f  us is, 
and what our carrying capacity  
is .” — Jill B riscoe

Russia’s Open Doors
There are 3 0 0  cam ps in the 

St. Petersburg area where ap
proxim ately 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  children 7 -  , 
17 years, and their counsellors ' 
spend their sum m er holidays.



There are sim ilar cam ps through
out R u ssia. The cam p directors 
have invited Christians from  all 
over the w orld to com e and live 
with the children at the cam ps 
and to  tell the children about 
Christianity. .P r a y  for Earl 
M u llin s , Sr., as he: seeks to re
cruit and supervise w orkers to 
enter these doors. D an  W ilso n  
w ill spend tim e at one such cam p  
during July-A ugust. A n d  several 
school teachers &  D r. Jim B road- 
dus w ill m inister in the city o f  
K in esh m a  in late June and Early  
July. T h e y ’ ll m inister to teachers 
or patients, as the case m a y  be.

Tell City Church of Christ
C o m  Project is being set for  

Saturday, July 12th, to leave  
early to bag and load c o m  for the 
hungry, in Jesus’ nam e. This  
date has been confirm ed b y  the 
Sh erw oods; m ark you r calendars. 
L illy  D ale workers are also being  
invited to jo in  us.

R em em b er B ro. Randy C o u l
tas in your prayers and finan
cially to cancel his m edical bills. 
Please mark you r checks “ Randy  
Coultas F un d.”

Jennings, La. Church
Joe W e ig a n d , a repre

sentative for the G id eons, to la  us 
o f  their w ork in placing B ibles  
around the w orld.

Radio program celebrates 46 
years

Ever listen to KJEF at 8 :1 5
a .m . Sunday m ornings? D id  you  
k n ow  that it w as M a y  11, 1 9 51 , 
that B ro. Ivy Istre began to 
broadcast on KJEF each Sunday? 
H e had a program  op Lafayette 
from  June 1 9 4 6  until he m oved  it 
to C row ley , June 1 9 4 7 , and w as 
there until the station opened in

Jennings. It is probably the lo n g 
est running program  that the sta
tion has. Please continue to pray  
that the L o d  w ill use it ana the 
speakers to plant the seed.

A Note From Your Preacher 
(Amite, La., bulletin)

In ju st a fe w  days, Lord w ill
ing, Jason D uncan and his w ife  
Kristie w ill b e c o m e  the latest 
m em b ers o f  the church fam ily  in 
A m ite . Their being in our c o m 
m unity is the result o f  a series o f  
events w hich is b ein g  played out 
in com m unities all across our  
land every' day. Christian kids 
develop  a need, Christian adults 
try to address it, prayer and fast
ing are m ixed in the effort, and at 
last an effort is pursued. Like  
m any other churches, our effort  
is in the form  o f  a youth m inister. 
S o , w h y  did this com e about? In 
a nutsnell it is som ething like  
this.

Children are no  longer inno
cent as they begin their teen 
years. Th ey hit tneir 13th year  
with m ore know ledge and infor
m ation about the w orld in w hich  
w e live than any generation here
tofore. The N ational Education  
A sso cia tio n  says that is g o o d . . .1 
disagree. T o o  m uch too soon is 
too oad! But, except for w hat 
m onitoring w e as parents can do , 
the fact o f  the matter is w e  can 
do precious little about w hat our  
kids are exposed to in school, in 
w hat they read, in the w ay their 
friends live, w hat they see on 
T V , etc. Personal tim e spent 
with them  is a rare com m odity . 
A ca d em ics , sports and other ac
tivities take so m uch o f  our tim e. 
The battle for the m in d s /h e a rts  
and should o f  our children is rag
ing and, as their parents, w e often



feel w e are at such a loss as to  
w hat to do.

I am  convinced that the best 
w eapon in our arsenal is fo r  par
ents to be parents, to first set the 
exam ple and next set the lim its. 
N o  question about that! But, 
there is som ething else w e  can  
d o ... and that is to avail ourselves  
o f  w hatever too ls the Lord m ay  
m ake available to u s; e .g ., a 
youth m inister. This m an w ill 
N O T  b ecom e a surrogate parent, 
nor w ill he assum e parental re
sponsibilities. A s  parents w e  w ill 
not surrender our duties to  him

Sust as w e w ill not surrender 
lem to a school or the govern 

m ent). Rather, a  youth m inister  
is a m an w ith certain qualities 
and inclinations w hich  w ill m ake  
him  a  special servant o f  the Lord  
in helping us “ keep our kids on  
our team , ’ as D r. Jam es D ob son  
calls i t

N o  matter w hat one m ay  
think about the decision to bring  
on a youth m inister, the fact that 
our kids are facing an uphill bat
tle spiritually is b eyon d question. 
Y e s , even in our sm all tow n  o f  
A m ite ! O ur sch ools are filled  
w ith kids w h ose parents could  
not possibly  care less about spiri

tual matters and the eternal des
tiny o f  their children’ s im m ortal 
souls. T h ey  m ay  say one thing, 
but their w ords and actions say 
another. A n d , for whatever 
strange reason, it is situations 
like tnese w h ich  often have m uch  
influence upon our youth.

I w ill end with a  quotation  
from  the A p ril 7 , 1 9 97  issue o f  
U S  N e w s  and W o rld  R e p o rt p. 
62 . Parents, this article should be 
required reading for you . 
T hough this is an exam ple out o f  
L os A n g e le s , C A ? do n ot fo r  one 
second b elieve this kind o f  think
ing is foreign  in our beloved  
Amite^ L a . R ead it and w eep. 
Says A r i, age 13: “ I put a  picture 
o f  the P layboy Playm ate 
Stephanie on m y  w all. . . M y  
m o m  got the pictures fo r  m e . . . 
She k n ow s I like t h a t . .  Y o u  can  
send in an application for P lay
b oy  and they ju st g ive  it to  y o u . . 
. m e and m y  brother did. this 
w hen he w a s about 12 and I w as  
9. . .w e had the Playboy channel 
from  w hen I w as like 6  to w hen I 
w as about 10. W e  w ould  lock  
our door. . .w e w atched it every  
night.”



SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL 
STUDIES

SCHEDULE FO R FALL, 1997
Classes begin August 25 - end December 19,1997

Course
Rom ans/G alatians  

Pentateuch  

Pastoral Epistles 

Church H istory I 

A c ts

Time.
M o n . 9 :0 0  -  1 2 :0 0  p m  

M o n . 1 :0 0  -  4 :0 0  pm  

M o n . 6 :3 0  -  8 :3 0  pm  

T u e. 6 : 3 0 - 9 : 3 0  pm  

Thur. 6 :3 0  -  9 :3 0  pm

Teacher
B enny H ill  

Jerry C arm ichael 

M ik e A b b o tt  

A le x  W ils o n  

Harry Coultas
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