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THE R AG IN G  CO N FLICT W ITH  SATAN
W illia m  J. M c R a e

In L o n d on , Ontario, w here I pastored a  church fo r  eight years, 

there is a  C hurch o f  Satan. T w o  years a g o , at the provincial conference  

o f  the Satanists the L on don  church w as honored for its distinguished  
achievem ents. That year, the Satanists had prayed to  Satan fo r  the 

elim ination o f  a  select list o f  L o n d on ’ s evangelical leaders from  the 
Christian m inistry through im m orality or m arriage and fam ily  break

dow n s! In one year, they succeeded in seeing fiv e  o f  our finest, five on  
their list, forced  to leave the m inistry! W h a t  a  victory for Satan that 

w as.

N e v e r  in m y  life have I sensed the reality o f  our spiritual warfare. 
T h e en em y has brought out his m o st destructive w eap on s and leveled  

them  directly at m arriage and fam ilies, G o d ’ s style. O ur country, 
churches and h om es are devastated b y  divorce, h om osexuality , abor
tion, co m m o n  la w  unions, suicide, w ife-b eatin g , child abuse, runaway  

teenagers, etc. each bearing the trademark o f  the E vil O ne.

W a r  has been  declared. A l l  around us scores are falling like flies. 

T o  fight b ack  w ith carnal w eapons is to  invite defeat. It is a spiritual 
battle. It dem ands spiritual w eapons.

“For the weapons o f our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God, to die pulling down of strongholds.”  2 Corinthians
10:4.

THE CONFLICT W ITH  SATAN
R eco llect four things: (1 )  D o  n ot m a g n ify  the en e m y ’ s pow er, for it 

is foolish . (2 )  D o  not m in im ize it, fo r  that is presum ption. (3 )  D o  not 
fear the en em y , fo r  that is u n b elief in the V icto r . (4 )  D o  not ignore the 

e n e m y -th a t  is fatal.
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IN T R O D U C T IO N  T O  T H IS  IS S U E
Th is m onth ’s issue is unusual. O ur m ain them e centers on one b ook  

o f  the B ib le—in fact, o n ly  its opening chapters. But they are chapters o f  
deep significance, w ell w orth such a study.

LEARNING FROM THE BIBLE’S BEGINNING
Lessons About and From  

the Early Chapters of Genesis
W ritten  or C om p iled  b y  the Editor

TH E B O O K  OF GENESIS

The book o f  G en esis g o t a great deal o f  attention during late 1996 , 
especially  in the secular m edia . This w as due to B ill M o y e r s ’ 2-m onth s  
series o f  program s about it on public T V . M an y  p eop le, Christian and 
nonchristian alike, w ere am azed at the insights gleaned from  G o d ’ s 
W o r d  b y  the groups w h o  discussed it on the air, even though som e o f  

the opinions were o f f  the w all. Surprise, su rp rise -its  lessons are fresh 
and relevant even in the age o f  com puters and space travel!

Since I wrote the above , a fine article in Christian Standard 
(6 /1 5 /9 7 )  by Rubel Sh elly  appeared. H ere are his discerning com m ents  
about the T V  series: "T h e  series isn ’t an exploration o f  w hat the Bible  
says . . . .  It is a pooling  o f  ideas from  a select group o f  intellectuals 
about h ow  they v iew  certain them es and issues raised in G en esis. It is a 
m od el exercise in m u ch  contem porary "B ib le  stu d y"—a free-w heelin g  
exploration o f  the students’ feelings about biblical topics rather than the 

searching out o f  divine revelation on those issu es." Shelly  g oes on to de

scribe seven "recent confirm ations o f  the historical accuracy o f  G e n e s is -  
around events long called ‘ m yth ical.’ "  H is con clusion : "T h e  m yths that 

circulate in connection with G en esis are not within the b ook  but are told  
about i t "

S o m e months ago w e preached through the early chapters o f  G en esis  
in a series planned before M o y e rs ’ program s were aired. M a y  G o d  use 
the fo llow in g  studies to  increase our understanding, aw e, faith, and d evo 

tion to H im .

194



The Opening Chapter of the Bible and of the Universe 

Gen. 1: 1-2, NIV
1 In the beginning G o d  created the heavens and the earth.

2  N o w  the earth w a s form less and em pty, 
darkness w as over the surface o f  the deep, 

and the Spirit o f  G o d  w a s hovering over the waters.

N otice  verse 2 :  N otice verses 3 -2 7 .

E a rth  w a s ... sh o w in g  h o w  G o d ...

1. f o r m l e s s .....................................................  1. fo r m e d  it: form ed the
land &  the seas;

2. e m p ty  - - - - - -  2 . filled  it, w ith plants,
anim als &  m an /w om an ;

3 . d a r k ..................................................... 3 . enligh ten ed  it: m ade
light—sun, m oo n , stars.

Thus the very first verse tells o f  G o d ’ s m aking H is raw m aterials, 
like an artist gathering his o ils , brushes, easel and paper. Then the rest 
o f  the chapter tells o f  H is using H is  m aterials to produce H is  "v e ry  
g o o d " m asterpiece—like the artist filling his paper with beauty and or
der.

DIFFERING V IE W S  OF C R EA TIO N , 
H ELD  B Y V A R IO U S BIBLE BELIEVERS

In attempts to relate the B iblica l account to w hat m any scientists 
b elieve is the vast age o f  the earth, Christians have em braced differing  
theories. H ere are 3 o f  the m ost co m m o n , w hich  you  should be fam iliar  
w ith so  as to understand w here other believers m ay  be com in g  from . 
(N o te : T hough  you  m ay  find it hard to see h ow , backers o f  each p o si
tion support their b e lie f  with quotes or inferences from  Scripture—ac
cepting the B ible as G o d ’ s W o r d . N on e o f  these v iew s is "h eretical" 
enough to ju stify  Christians’ dividing over them .)

1. T h e  D a y -A g e  T h e o r y , o r  P rog ressive  C r e a tio n : T h o se w h o  
hold this v iew  think that each "d a y " o f  G en . 1 sym bolically  represents a 
long period o f  tim e. O ver m illion s o f  years G o d  directly created higher 
form s o f  life. Th is v iew  b elieves G en . 1:1 show s H is  creation o f  n o n -  
con sciou s m a tte r , verse 21 sh ow s H is later creation o f  n o n -h u m a n  
con sciou s life , and verse 2 7  sh ow s H is later direct creation o f  h u m a n 
ity , distinct from  the anim als. (T h e  H ebrew  verb "create" is found only  
in those three verses.)

[A n  extrem e form  o f  this v ie w , called Theistic Evolution, believes  
that during vast ages m a n ’ s b o d y  evolved  from  low er form s, w hich
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ev olved  from  living m atter originally created b y  G o d . B ut later on G o d  
m ade that pre-hum an anim al into m an  b y  breathing into him  the spirit 
w h ich  m ak es him  uniquely in the im age o f  G o d , setting him  apart from  
animals.]

2. The "Gap" Theory: Th ose w h o take this v iew  believe that be
tween verses 1 and 2, vast ages occurred. During that tim e lived the 
dinosaurs and "c a v e -m e n ," but the latter w ere som e kind o f  pre- 
A d a m ic  race rather than true hum ans m ade in G o d ’ s im age. L ong ages  
passed (w hich  explains the seem ing age o f  the fossil record). Then the 
angel w h o m  G o d  had appointed as prince o f  Earth proudly rebelled  
against H im , b ecom in g  Satan the opposer. Therefore, to punish him , 
G o d  destroyed his em pire (i.e ., Earth and all w h o  then inhabited it)—re
sulting in the planet’ s b ecom in g  fo rm less, em pty and dark. (A ll  this 
happened betw een verses 1 and 2 , rem em ber.) Thus G en . 1 :2 -2 7  tells  
not o f  the original creation but the R E -creation  or restoring o f  Earth 
and the m aking o f  its present inhabitants, during six 24 -h o u r days.

3. The Young-Earth Theory b elieves in a "recen t" creation, dur
ing six  24 -h o u r days. Those w ho take this v iew  b elieve that m any sci
entists extravagantly overestim ate the age o f  the co sm o s. S lo w , long  
processes o f  creation w ere not necessary, fo r  whatever processes oc
curred during creation week were as rapid as the miracles God’s 
Son performed when on Earth. For exam p le, turning water into w ine  
is not really unusual. G o d  does it regularly by m eans o f  vines w hose  
roots draw water from  the ground into grapes as they grow , etc. W h a t  
m ade Jesus’ act supernatural w as that the process norm ally requiring 
several m onths w as condensed into a fe w  m om ents o f  tim e. A lso  H is  
healings w ere accom plished im m ediately  rather than gradually over  
tim e as often happens naturally. A t  the creation G o d  w orked with sim i
lar "sp e e d ."

In this v iew , Earth’ s seeming oldness resulted because it w as cre
ated with the appearance of age. I f  you  had seen A d a m  right after he 
w as created, you w ould  think he w as thirty or forty and had grow n up 
from  bab yh ood . Y o u  w ould  also conclude that the trees were old and  
had grow n  from  seeds, and that the m ountains had form ed gradually  
over eons o f  tim e. Evolutionists reject this idea, o f  course, since it 
d o esn ’t fit into their theory. A  2nd reason m an y scientists believe Earth 
is m uch older than it is, is that they overlook  the results of the world
wide flood in N o a h ’ s d a y -s in c e  they d o n ’t believe it occurred. Such  
an overw helm ing catastrophe naturally resulted in phenom ena un
m atched before or since. But this fact is contrary to the underlying sci
entific principle o f  uni-form itarianism —that "everything g oes on as it 
has since the beginning o f  creation" (2  P e t.3 :4 ). So  it is rejected. 3rd, 
since m ost scientists presume evolution is true (they were taught that 
in sch oo l), they interpret the fossil record from  that standpoint and 
m ake it fit into their presum ed theory.
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The secular m agazine A rizon a  H igh w ays told o f  a g eologist and 
guide at Carlsbad Caverns. H e  said that form erly  they had signs posted  
there saying those caves were 2 6 0  million years o ld . In 1988 the signs 
were changed to read 7 -1 0  million years o ld . T h en  for a little while  
they said 2  million years o ld . Now the sign is gone. "In  short, g eo lo 
gists d o n ’ t k n ow  h ow  long cave developm ent tak es." W h ile  som e be
lieve that stalactites take years to form , "th rough  photo-m onitoring he 
has w atched a  stalactite grow  several inches in a matter o f  d a ys." So  
take everything y ou  read or hear about the age o f  the universe with a 
grain o f  salt.

CREATIO N  OR EVOLU TION?
Let Evolutionists Speak for Themselves 

A. Textbooks Used in Many U.S. Schools:
1. "D a rw in  g ave b io lo gy  a sound scientific basis by attributing the 

diversity o f  life to natural causes rather than supernatural creation." - -  
B io - logv . published by A d d iso n -W e sle y .

2. "T o d a y , the evidence for evolution is overw helm ing....E volu tion  
is no longer m erely  a th eory ." "There have a lw ays been those w ho re
sisted the appeal o f  evolution and every n o w  and then declare ’ D arw in  
w as w ro n g ,’ in the hope o f  som e profitable publicity, usually revealing  
that they do  not understand D arw in ism ." "Y o u  are an anim al, and share 
a com m on  heritage with earth -w orm s...." - B i o l o g y : V isu alizing  L ife , 
pub. b y  H olt, Rinehart &  W in ston .

3 . "E vo lu tion  is random  and undirected...w ithout either plan or pur
p o se ." —B io lo g y , pub. b y  Prentice H all.

B. The Mass M edia:
1. " I ’ve been absolutely astounded w hen m y  kids have told m e that 

so -an d -so  objected to teaching o f  evolution. I really d o n ’t see h ow , in 
this day and age, with all the evidence from  fo ssils  and anim als, that 
anyone d o esn ’ t accept [evolution] as a fa c t." - A  student’ s m other, 
quoted in an article in The Courier-Joum al. 1 9 9 4 .

2 . "T h o se  w h o dislike the ideas o f  science and think they have had 
a m alevolent e ffect on our spiritual life should realize that once one re
jects understanding and chooses dogma and ignorance, not only  
science but dem ocracy itse lf is threatened." —A  professor o f  b iology , 
quoted in the sam e £ J  article; em phasis added.
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But now consider these candid confessions by some staunch 
evolutionists regarding how "strong" the evidence is for this view:

C. Professors and Other Promoters of Evolution:
[In the fo llow in g  quotations We have added the em phasis.]

1. Professor D. M . S. W a tso n : "E volu tion  itse lf is accepted by z o 
o logists not because it has been observed to occur or...can be 
proved b y  logically  coherent evidence to be true, but because the 
only alternative, special creation, is clearly incredible."

[R esponding to this rem ark, C . S . Lew is w rote : "H a s  it com e to 
that? D oes the w hole vast structure o f  m od em  naturalism depend not 
on positive evidence but sim ply  on an a priori [i.e ., presum ed ahead o f  
tim e] m etaphysical prejudice? Was it devised not to get in facts but 
to keep out God?" Paul’ s accusation in R o m . 1 :1 8 -2 3  that m en sup
press the truth is show n to be painfully accurate.]

2 . J. W .  N . Sullivan in his b oo k , The Lim itations o f  Science, w rote:

The beginning o f the evolutionary' process raises a question 
which is as yet unanswerable. What was the origin o f  life on this 
planet?...Pasteur showed...that life never arises except from life. So 
far as actual evidence goes, this is still the only possible conclu
sion. But since it is a conclusion that seems to lead back to some 
supernatural creative act, it is a conclusion that scientific men 
find very difficult of acceptance. It carries with it what are felt to 
be, in the present mental climate, undesirable philosophic implica
tions, and it is opposed to the scientific desire for continuity. It intro
duces an unaccountable break in the chain o f  causation, and therefore 
cannot be admitted as part of science unless it is quite impossible 
to reject. For that reason most scientific men prefer to believe 
that life arose, in some way not yet understood, from inorganic 
matter in accordance with the laws o f  physics and chemistry." (Re
print edition, 1949; pg. 94.)

[R ead that again. A n d  again! Ponder it w ell, and share it with every  
you n g person studying subjects in science. W h a t does Su llivan ’ s ad
m ission do to the idea that all scientists are objective, unprejudiced  
seekers-of-truth, w hatever it m ay  be! H e adm its that "m o st scientific  
m en prefer to believe that life did not begin with "so m e  supernatural 
creative act." Their u n b elie f is not based on evidence but on choice. 
Th ey d o n ’ t w ant to believe in a Create» r -G od . The next quotation states 
this fact even m ore blatently.]

3. In the early decades o f  this century A ld o u s H u xley  w as w ell 
know n in England as a cham pion o f  "sc ie n c e " and opponent o f  Christi
anity. A t  that tim e he had great confidence in education. But he later 
becam e pessim istic about this rationalistic approach, and b y  the 19 6 0 s  
and ’ 70s he advocated drug experim entation for its m ind-expanding
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pow ers. Late in his life he wrote Ends and M ean s, containing the fo l
low in g  sad con fession :

I had motives for not wanting the world to have a meaning; con
sequently [I] assumed that it had not; and was able without any diffi
culty to find satisfying reasons for this assumptioa The philosopher 
who finds no m eaning for this world is...concem ed to prove there 
is no valid reason why he personally should not do as he wants 
to....For myself, the philosophy o f meaninglessness was essentially 
an instrument o f liberation, sexual and political.

4 . Sir Julian H u xley  (brother o f  A ld o u s): "I  suppose the reason w e  
leaped at The O rigin o f  Species w as because the id e a  o f  G o d  inter
fe r e d  w ith  o u r  sex u al m o r e s ."

5 . Sir Authur K eith : "E volu tion  is unproved and im provable. W e  
believe it because the only  alternative is special creation  and that is 
u n th in k a b le ."

6. D r. G eorge W a ld , 1967  N o v e l Prize-w inner in science: " W h e n  
it c o m e s to  th e o rig in  o f  life on th is e a r th , th ere  a re  o n ly  tw o  p o ssi
b ilities: creation or spontaneous generation [that is, living matter 
ev olved  from  nonliving matter]. There is no third w ay . Spontaneous 
generation w as disproved 100 years a go , but that leads us only to the 
one other con clusion : that o f  supernatural creation. W e  cannot accept 
that on  philosophical grounds [that is, it g o es against our chosen b e
lie fs], therefore w e ch oo se  to  believe th e  im p o ssib le : th at life arose  
sp o n ta n eo u sly  b y  c h a n c e ."

An Evolutionist Speaks Clearly on
"W h a t Difference Does It M ak e?"

A  strong believer in evolution, Richard Bozarth, answered the 
above question in The A m erican  A th eist m agazine. H e w rote:

Christianity is-m u st be!-totally  committed to special creation 
as described in Genesis, and Christianity must fight with its full 
might agasinst the theory o f  evolution. And here is why:

In Romans we read that "sin entered the worid through one man, 
and through sin-death, and thus death has spread through the whole 
human race because everyone has sinned." (5 :1 2 )____

Even a high school student knows enough about evolution to 
know that nowhere in the evolutionaiy description o f our origins 
does there appear an Adam or an Eve or an Eden or a forbidden fruit 
Evolution means a development from one form to the next to meet 
tire ever-changing challenges from an ever-changing nature. There is 
no fall from a previous state o f sublime perfection.

Without Adam, without the origional sin, Jesus Christ is reduced 
to a man with a mission on a wrong planet!

T h a  atheist correctly understood that the Bible teaches m an ’ s spiri
tual and m oral F A L L  (and that’ s w hy w e need a savior); w hile ev olu 
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tion teaches m an ’ s R IS E . W h ic h  is true? A m o n g  other things, history, 
the daily n ew s, and our ow n  experience tell us!

For Further Study, if you wish:
The S ch ool o f  B iblical Studies has a num ber o f  excellent v ideos on  

Creation v s. E volution. T h e one I found m o st im pressive w as the testi
m on y  o f  D r. G ary Parker, a b io logist &  paleontologist. H e  ev olved  ( !)  
from  believing in evolution to believing in divine creation, and gives  
his reasons for it. T h ese v id eo s take the youn g earth position , and give  
reasons that support i t

Churches near the Louisville  area m ay borrow  these vid eos from  
S .B .S . under certain conditions. T hey m ust be picked up and returned 
in person, not by m ail. W rite  to 2 5 0  Portland A v e ., L ou isville  K Y  
4 0 2 1 2  for m ore inform ation.

The cover story o f  the A p ril 2 8 . 1997 issue o f  Christianity T oday is 
an important article on a grow ing m ovem en t am ong scientists. S o m e
tim es called the "intelligent design m ov em en t," it strongly challenges  
D arw inism . T w o  o f  its leading spokesm en/authors are bioch em ist M i 
chael B che and law professor Phillip Johnson. The latter has show n the 
w eakness o f  the evidence cited to support D arw inism . A n d  B eh e wrote 
a book w hich in less than a year is already in its eighth printing. Enti
tled D a rwin ’ s B lack B p x : The B iochem ical Challenge to E volution , it 
w as chosen b y  £ . 1 .  as the outstanding b ook  o f  1996 .

In The Origin o f  Sp ecies. Darw in w rote, " I f  it could be d em on 
strated that any com p lex  organ existed w hich could not p ossibly  have  
been form ed by num erous, successive , slight m odifications, m y  theory  
w ould absolutely break d o w n ." But B ehe dem onstrates that "co m p le x  
system s in the cell are dependent upon far too m any interconnected  
parts to have been built up gradually, step b y  tiny step, over tim e ." H e  
explains this to nonscientific fo lk s by the m ousetrap illustration: " A f 
ter pointing out the fiv e  parts necessary for m ousetrap function, he 
[show s that] you  need all the parts to catch a m ouse. ‘Y o u  can ’ t catch a 
fe w  m ice with a platform , then add the spring and catch a few  m ore, 
and then add the ham m er and im prove its function. A ll the parts m ust 
be there to have any function at all.’" A n d  the sam e thing is true o f  
each living cell, w hich in recent decades science has discovered to be 
am azingly com p lex . [See the article to get the w hole story.]

D. It Makes a W orld of Difference
Contrast the fo llow in g  outlooks and their results:

Professor James Jeans w as an outstanding astronom er o f  our era. 
H ere ’ s the dism ay he felt as he beheld the co sm o s: " W e  find our uni
verse terrifying because o f  its vast, meaningless distances; its incon
ceivably  long vistas o f  tim e w hich d w arf human history to the
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tw inkling o f  an ey e ; because o f  our extreme loneliness; and because  
o f  the material insignificance o f  our h om e in space—a m illionth part o f  
a grain o f  sand out o f  all the sea sand in the w o rld ." (E m phasis added.)

A  believer in the G o d  o f  the B ib le  lo ok s, and exults:
"T his is my Father’ s world, And to my list’ning ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music o f  the spheres.
This is my Father’ s world: I rest me in the thought 
O f rocks and trees, o f  skies and seas;
His hand the wonders wrought
This is my Father’ s world, The birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white 
Declare their Maker’ s praise.
This is my Father’ s world: He shines in all that’ s fair;
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass.
He speaks to me ev’ rywhere.

—M altbie B abcock

WONDERFULLY MADE, 
AND PLACED IN PARADISE

G en esis Chapter 2

G e n . 2 :7 .  M an  w as made from "dust of the ground": a rem inder 
o f  our low ly o n g in , lest w e get the bighead. W e  have a physical body  
m ade o f  the sam e chem ical elem ents as the bodies o f  anim als. "N eatly  
arranged, you w ould  be a 10 -g a llon  keg o f  water, a basin o f  fat enough  
for 6 bars o f  soap, enough carbon for the lead in 9 ,0 0 0  pencils, p h os
phorus for 2 ,2 0 0  m atch-heads, iron enough for one 3-inch  nail, lim e  
enough to w hitew ash a dogh ouse, and an ashtray full o f  m agnesiu m , 
sulphur and w h at-n ot," wrote E . M . B laiklock.

Yet man is also Breath-or "spirit"-from God: what greatness  
and dignity are ours! "T h e  Lord G od ...breathed into his nostrils the 
breath o f  life ." Derek Kidner com m en ts, " ‘ Breathed’ is w arm ly per
sonal, with the fa ce-to -face intim acy o f  a kiss and the significance that 
this w as an act o f  g iv in g  -  se lf-g iv in g  -  as w ell as m ak in g ."

G e n . 2 : 8 -9 , 15-17. N otice God’s loving provision in the hom e  
w here he placed m an. There w as abundance, variety and delight. A b u n 
dance—no m eager supply, but plenty. V ariety—"all kinds o f  trees." I 
love bananas, but I ’m  glad the Creator m ade num erous other species o f  
trees too! D eligh t—"pleasing to the eye and good  for fo o d ." Beautiful, 
delicious and nutritious.
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Paul later w rote, "G o d  richly furnishes us with everything to en - 
jo y ....E v eryth in g  created b y  G o d  is g o o d  and [to be] received with  
th anksgiving" (1 T im .6 :1 7 , 4 :4 ) .  O f  course w e should n ot be selfish , 
nor exploit others, nor n eglect the needy, nor w aste the earth’ s re
sources. But let’ s be constantly grateful to  the M o st  H igh  for all the 
gifts H e  g ave us to enjoy.

W ork, W orship, and Woman

W e  d o n ’t live in Paradise any m ore, but in a  fallen , chaotic w orld. 
Y e t  m an still has 3  w o n d e rfu l b lessin gs G o d  first g a v e  A d a m  in 
E d e n : w o r k , w o rsh ip , a n d  w o m a n !

W o r k  w as not a curse; G o d  gave it to us before sin w as com m itted. 
There is d ig n ity  in w o r k , for G o d  has called us to subdue the earth. 
G en . 1 :2 8  is our ongoin g "cultural co m m issio n " that accom panies our 
w orldw ide m issionary "great co m m issio n ."

M artin Luther wrote "that G o d  has called m en to labor because H e  
labors, H e  w orks at co m m o n  occupations. G o d  is a tailor, w h o  m akes a 
coat for the deer w hich  lasts for centuries. G o d  is a  shoem aker, w ho  
provides the deer with b oots that w ill last his entire lifetim e. G o d  is 
also a butler w h o  sets forth a feast for the sparrows. A n d  i f  G o d  does  
these things, then surely w e  can honor H im  in these occupations a lso ."  
L et’ s extend the list: G o d  is a caring parent, also a w ise  teacher. H e is 
the m aster physicist w h o  thought out atom ic physics, and the b iologist  
w h o created genetics. "In  our w ork w e m ay  w ork H is  w ork after H im , 
and in our studies w e m a y  think H is thoughts after H im ,"  concludes  
M ichael G riffiths. Thank G o d  for w ork. Som etim es it m ay  becom e  
grinding toil. B u t i f  ever w e  becom e unem ployed for a fe w  m onths, w e  
discover the intense boredom  o f  having no w ork to do .

V erses 1 0 -1 4  in particular show  that the story o f  A d a m  and Eve is 
intended to be taken as h isto rica l fa ct, n ot ju s t  a lleg o ry  o r  sy m b o l
ism . T h ese verses m ention specific rivers, lands, locations and m iner
als. (T hough  w e can identify only tw o o f  the four rivers today, that m ay  
be the result o f  the later flo o d .) The N e w  Testam ent quotes or refers to 
people or incidents in G en . 1 -1 2  at least thirty-five tim es, alw ays as 
fact, not legend. A n d  the N T ’ s teaching about the creation, racial head
ship, and f i l l  o f  A d a m  and E ve requires us to consider them  as tw o his
torical individuals, not m ere m ythical or fictional characters. (For  
instance, R o m .5 :1 2 f f .;  1 C o r .l5 :2 1 -2 2 ;  1 T im .2 :1 2 ff .)

H ow ever, there m ay  be som e sym b olism  here too . The book o f  
Proverbs m entions " t h e  tre e  o f  l i f e "  four tim es, a lw ays sym b olically  
rather than as a tree w h ose fruit had physically  lifegiv in g  qualities. 
Thus it is possible that this literal tree w as "a  sym bol o f  access to G od  
H im self, since life eternal is to know  H im ,"  speculates John Stott. That
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is, m ay b e it w as w here G o d  m et and com m uned w ith them  (G en . 3 :8 ) .  
T h ey  w ere perm itted to eat from  this tree.

Temptations and Opportunities

But· the tree of the knowledge of good and evil w as forbidden  
th em . W h y ?  "I t  is probable that [that tree] m erely  served the purpose o f  
a test. T h e tree o f  kn ow ledge w as itse lf g o o d  and its fruit w as g o o d , for  
G o d  m ade it; it w as not the tree but the disobvedience w hich had death  
in it. That is, G o d  set before m an  tw o good  things, not one g o o d  thing  
and one bad thing. H e  forbade the partaking o f  one tree, not because it 
w as bad, but because H e w anted to  m ake a sim ple test o f  m a n ’ s obedi
ence to H is w ill ."  (T h iessen ’ s System atic T h eo lo g y , rev. ed .) Francis 
Schaeffer agrees: "W ith o u t ch oice, love is m eaningless. G o d  con 
fronted m an w ith a choice. G o d  could ju st as w ell have said, ’ D o n ’t 
cross this stream ,’ or ’ D o n ’t clim b that m ountain .’ H e  is saying, ’ B e 
lieve M e  and stand in hyour place as a creature, not as one w h o is inde
pendent. B elieve M e  and love M e  and all w ill be w ell. This is the place  
fo r  w hich I have m ade y o u .’ "

N otice that in Eden there w as abundant provision : m any "y e s s e s "! 
A n d  there w as m erely  a single prohibition: only  one "n o ,"  to test them . 
A maximum w a s allowed and a minimum was forbidden. E very  
tim e they ate fruit from  the m an y trees, they had a  rem inder o f  G o d ’ s 
lo ve and care. A n d  every tim e they passed b y  the one forbidden tree, 
they w ere rem inded o f  G o d ’ s lordship over them , and their duty to their 
Creator. Every tim e they were hungry but passed b y  without taking its 
fruit w as an act o f  honoring G o d —an act of worship. U n less that tree 
had been there, they could not have dem onstrated their w orship and  
obedience.

For us, too , temptations give opportunities. D o n ’t seek tem pta
tion s; indeed, flee them . B ut even  w hen w e flee , w e can ’t  escape all 
enticem ents to sin. So  view  them  positively , advised T . E . H egre , and  
that w ill help to resist them . Every temptation we face gives us a 
chance to show God we love Him! V ie w  each one as a  chance to pre
sent a lo v e -g ift  to our Savior. T ell H im , "L o rd , I fee l the allure and ap
peal o f  this enticem ent, but Y o u  tell m e it’ s w rong, and I love You 
more than I love it. For Y o u r  sake I turn it d o w n ." That is w orship that 
pleases H is heart.

The First Married Couple

G en . 2 : 1 8 -2 3 . A d a m ’ s w ife . "T h e  w om an w as m ade o f  a  rib out o f  
the side o f  A d a m ; not m ade out o f  his head to rule over him , nor out o f  
his feet to be tram pled upon by h im , but out o f  his side to be equal with  
him , under his arm  to be protected and near his heart to be lo v e d ."  
(M atthew  H enry, the puritan com m entator.)
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The story is told o f  Adam conversing with God not long after He made 
Eve. "Lord, You made Eve so lovely, soft and beautiful. Why did Y ou make 
her so attractive and nice?" "So you would love her," replied the Creator. "But 
Lord," continued the man, "You made her so unreasonable and illogical. How 
com e?" The Lord responded, "So she would love you!"

Verses 24-25. Sexual union in itself, within marriage, has nothing dirty or 
shameful about it. God, not the Devil, invented it! It is His sacred g ift-in 
tended to be beautiful, ennobling and enjoyable. We know this, but too often 
we give young people the opposite kind o f  vibes on this topic, or don’t pro
vide them any clear teaching on it at all. That’ s crazy, especially when there 
are many excellent, wholesome, godly materials available now. See your 
Christian bookstore, and share appropriate materials with all your youth.

But sex before marriage or outside o f  marriage is tragic. Sexual intimacy 
is for those who leave—setting up their own family unit, publicly-and cleave 
or are united. The word "cleave" contains the idea o f  being glued together!-  
like two papers glued to each other so that to pull them apart will ruin them 
bpth. They’re intended to stick together.

John Stott summarizes and applies the teaching o f  these verses: "Sex be
longs within marriage....A man who insists on sex union with a woman to 
whom he is not married is committing an act o f  disobedience to God and o f  ir
responsible cruelty to her (even if  she consents). He is arousing within her 
strong desires for the security o f  a husband and home and for children o f  her 
own-desires which he has no intention o f  satisfying. He seeks the privilege o f 
marriage without its obligations, and that is selfish irresponsibility." Amen!

A  psychologist said, "Everybody needs someone to love, some work to 
do, and something to hope for." If you think about it, God provided all that 
and more when He made Adam and Eve.

For the beauty o f  the earth,
For the beauty o f  the skies,
For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies:
Lord o f  all, to Thee we raise 
This our hymn o f grateful praise.

For the beauty o f each hour 
o f  the day and o f  the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flow ’ r,
Sun and moon, and stars o f  light:
Lord o f  all, to Thee we raise 
This our hymn o f grateful praise.

For the joy  o f  human love—
Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth, and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild:
Lord o f  all, to Thee we raise 
This our hymn o f  grateful praise.

(W . C. D ix)
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DIGN ITY, FREEDOM , LOVE, AND SIN
(E m ph asis added b y  the editor)

"O n  the sixth day o f  creation, m an and w om an cam e into being, 
tw o creatures unlike all others. G o d  designed them  in his ow n  im age, 
desiring to recognize som ething o f  h im se lf in them . T h ey  w ere like a  
mirror, reflecting back his ow n  likeness.

"B u t  A d a m  and E ve had another distinction as w e ll: alone o f  all 
G o d ’ s creatures they had a m oral capacity to rebel against their creator. 
The sculptures could spit at the sculptor; the characters in the play 
could rewrite the lines. T h ey  w ere, in a w ord, free ." --P h ilip  Y a n ce y , 
in D isappointm ent with G o d

Some Imagined Pondering by God before Creation:

" I f  I create a perfect w orld , I know  h ow  it w ill turn out. In its abso
lute perfection, it w ill revolve like a perfect m achine, never deviating  
from  M y  absolute w ill."  Since G o d ’ s im agination is perfect, there is no 
need fo r  H im  to create such a universe: it is enough for H im  to im agine 
it to see it in all its details. Such a universe w ould not be very interest
ing to m an or G o d , so w e  can assum e that the Divinity continued H is  
m edi-tations.

"B u t w hat i f  I create a universe that is free, free even o f  m e ?  W h a t  
i f  I veil M y  D ivinity so that the creatures are free to pursue their indi
vidual lives without being  overw helm ed b y  M y  overpow ering Pres
ence? W ill  the creatures lo ve M e ?  Can I be loved by creatures w h om  I 
have not program m ed to adore m e forever? Can love arise out o f  free- 
d o m ?....B u t i f  I introduce freedom  into this universe, I take the risk o f  
introducing Evil into it as w e ll, for i f  they are free, then they are free to 
deviate from  M y  w ill. H m m m . But w hat i f  I continue to interact with  
this dynam ic universe, w hat i f  I and the creatures becom e the creators 
together o f  a great cosm ic  play? W h a t i f  out o f  every occasion  o f  evil, I 
respond with an unim aginable g o o d ...?  W il l  these new  creatures o f  
freedom ...join  with M e  in creating G o o d  out o f  E v il...?  W h a t i f  I jo in  
with them  in the w orld o f  lim itation ...? D o  even I dare to take that risk 
for lo v e ? "  --W illia m  I. T h om p son

Is Evil Part of G od’s W ill?

"A n y o n e  w ho has been in authority know s how  a thing can be in 
accordance with your w ill in one w ay  and not in another. It m ay be 
quite sensible for a m other to say to the children, ’ I ’m  not goin g  to go  
and m ake you  tidy the sch oolroom  every night. Y o u ’ve g o t to learn to 
keep it tidy on your o w n .’ Then she goes up one night and finds the 
Teddy bear and the ink and the French gram m ar all lying in the grate. 
That is against her w ill. She w ould prefer the children to be tidy. But
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on the other hand, it is her w ill w hich has left the children free to be 
untidy. The sam e thing arises in any regim ent, or trade union, or 
school. Y o u  m ake a thing voluntary and then h a lf the people do  not do  
i t  That is not w hat you  w illed , but your w ill has m ade it possible .

"It  is probably the sam e in the universe. G o d  created things w hich  
had free w ill. That m eans creatures w hich can go  either w rong or 
r ig h t... Free w ill is what has m ade evil possible . W h y , then, did G od  
give them  free w ill?  Because free w ill, though it m akes evil possible, is 
also the only  thing that m akes possible any lo ve or goodn ess or jo y  
worth h avin g ....T h e happiness w hich G o d  designs for H is  higher crea
tures is the happiness o f  being freely, voluntarily united to H im  and to 
each oth er....A n d  for that they m ust be free. O f  course G o d  knew  what 
w ould happen i f  they used their freedom  the w rong w a y : apparently H e  
thought it worth the risk.

"S o m e o n e  once asked m e : ’Why did God make a creature o f  
such rotten stuff that it went wrong?’ H o w  silly  a question. T h e bet
ter s tu ff a  creature is m ade o f—the cleverer and stronger and freer it is ~  
then the better it will be if it goes right, but also the worse it will be 
if it goes wrong. A  cow  cannot be very g oo d  or very bad; a  dog  can be 
both better and w orse ; a child better and w orse still; an ordinary m an, 
still m ore so ; a m an o f  genius, still m ore; a superhuman spirit b e s t -o r  
w o r s t -o f  a ll ."  ~ C .  S . L ew is in M ere Christianity

MORE BASIC LESSONS FROM GENESIS
A s  the b oo k  o f  "b egin n in gs," the teaching in G enesis is fundamen

tal in m any areas. Here are ju st a few  points.

1. Respect for Life: Since G o d  created A d a m  and E ve, and gave  
to them  the ability to reproduce, w e should respect life as H is g o o d  gift 
and a divinely bestow ed responsibility. This rules out abortion except 
in those extrem ely rare cases where a clear choice m ust be m ade be
tween saving the m other’ s life or the b ab y ’ s. (Partial-birth abortion is 
not one o f  those cases.) It also rules out so -ca lled  "mercy killing" 
(where life is taken), though not necessarily the rejection o f  "heroic  
m easures" (w hich m erely prolong the death process; such a rejection  
does not take life but m erely accepts death).

2. Lifelong Marriage to One Partner of the Opposite Sex: G od  
gave A d am  one spouse, o f  the opposite gender, and expected them  to 
cleave to each other in a perm anent relationship. In other w ords, H e es
tablished a o ne-to -on e re la tio n -m o n o g a m y , not b igam y. A n d  H e estab
lished heterosexual marriage, not hom osexual practice. (A s  som eone  
said, G od  created A d am  and E ve, not A d a m  and S tev e !) A n d  H is,p lan
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w as for faithfulness rather than adultery, and perm anence rather than  
divorce (though som etim es the latter is unavoidable).

3 . M o d e s ty  in D re ss : A fte r  A d a m  and E ve sinned, and fe lt sham e  
due to their nakedness, the Lord m ade garm ents and clothed them . A n d  
m any tim es since then H e has told us in the B ible to dress m od estly . 
That m eans our clothes (or lack o f  them ) should not arouse lust in oth
ers or focu s attention on sexiness. T h at’ s im portant to rem em ber, esp e
cially  in sum m ertim e! Society  urges us to "b e  as bare as you  dare," but 
that is not G o d ’ s w a y . O verly  tight or revealing clothes, short shorts, 
skim py sw im -su its, etc. m ay  create impure thoughts in others even  i f  
that is not the w earer’ s intention. M o d e sty  is im portant B ut d o n ’t draw  
w rong conclusions front this fa c t  R em em ber, the B ib le ’ s attitude to 
ward sex is n o t " N O —because it’ s b a d ," b u t "W A I T - -b e c a u s e  it can  
be so good , w ithin m arriage to your Christian partner w hen or i f  he or 
she com es a lo n g ." G o d , not Satan, invented sex . A s  its manufacturer 
H e know s h ow  it should be used. F o llo w  H is direction-book!

4 . Sin O ffe r in g s : G o d  clothed A d a m  and E ve with "garm ents o f  
sk in ." O bviou sly  H e killed som e anim al in order to do that. Though the 
text does not m ention it, perhaps that anim al w as also the first sin offer
ing. W e  do know  that Cain and A b e l, later on , knew  som ething about 
such sacrifices. A n d  as tim e w ent on  the teaching becam e clearer. 
W h e n  a  m an sinned and thus deserved G o d ’ s ju d gm en t, he could bring  
an innocent anim al as his substitute. T h e anim al’ s death w as accepted  
instead o f  his ow n. There were 2 m ain lesson s: l )S in  is S e rio u s : sin
ners deserve to die. 2 )G o d  is G r a c io u s : H e  a llow s the repentant sin
ner to live, through the substitute’ s death. This pointed forward to the 
tim e w hen G o d ’ s Son H im se lf w ou ld  die for us, as the Lam b o f  G o d  
w h o took aw ay the sin o f  the w orld. (John 1 :2 9 )  A re  you  trusting in 
H im  and what H e did for you?

5 . It  D O E S  M a tte r  W h a t  Y o u  B elieve &  H o w  Y o u  W o r s h ip :
The experiences o f  Cain and A b e l m ake this clear. D ick  D ow sett  
writes, "W h a t  really counts with us is sincerity. W ith  G o d , w hat m at
ters is truth and o bedien ce.... Sincerity is not enough. O ne m ay  be sin
cerely w rong. A n d  the results can be fatal.

"It  m ight be easy to look at G o d ’ s intolerance o f  other religions and  
picture H im  as a sort o f  vindictive o ld  m an in the sky w ho says, ’Y o u  
do it m y  w ay, or y o u ’ re dam ned! ’ ....B u t G o d ’ s intolerance is rooted in 
H is com passion . H e is fundam entally opposed to other religions B e
cau se T h e y  D o  N o t W o r k .

"I  alw ays used to be rather em barrassed at the w ay  that Paul told  
the Galatians to condem n anyone w ho cam e preaching a different m e s
sage from  his ow n . H e even said that i f  he cam e back with a changed
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m essage they should kick him  out too ! The reason w as not one o f  p ig 
headed bigotry, though. It is sim ply  that there is n o  other G oo d  N e w s.

"A n d  this is the trouble. From  Cain onw ards, w rong religion has 
not w orked. C ain had no answ er to the jea lo u sy  and m urder that lurked 
ini his h eart H is  religion did not ease his con scien ce, did not encourage  
him  in his relationships with others, and did nothing to reconcile him  to 
G o d . It m ay  have begun as sincere religion. B ut because it w as w ron g, 
it d id n ’t w ork.

"T h is  is the b ig  thrust o f  the sarcastic argum ents that Isaiah brings  
against other re lig io n s....A s  far as Isaiah w as concerned the g od s that 
peop le m ade cou ld  neither interpret the past nor be prepared for the fu - 
ture. T h ey  cou ld  not do anything g o o d  or help p e o p le .... [A n d  h ere ’ s a 
contem porary ex am p le :] A  friend o f  m ine told m e that it is arguable 

i that Thailand cou ld  be set on its feet econ om ically  i f  people w ere not to 
spend so m u ch  m on ey  on spirit o fferin gs and m erit-m aking sacrifices.

"This is why God is so intolerant. If you want folk to take the 
remedy that works, then you will warn them of cheap imitations 
that only do harm." (From  the b o o k , God, That’s Not Fair! )

6. The Equality of All Races: The B ible clearly teaches us to re
spect all people, w hatever their race or nationality. For all o f  us com e  
from  a c om m o n  set o f  ancestors. Every individual’ s ancestry traces 
back to N oah  and his w ife , and o f  course finally g oes back to A d a m  
and E v e . Paul said it this w a y : "F ro m  one m an, [G od] m ade every na
tion o f  m en " (A c ts  1 7 :2 6 ) . That m eans w e Eire all brothers and s is te r s -  
or at least c o u sin s!—by descent from  the sam e original parents. This  
should strongly m otivate us to stand up for equal opportunities and 
against discrim ination based on race or nationality.

W h ite  suprem acists through the centuries used G en . 9 :2 0 -2 7  (the 
curse N oah  pronounced against his grandson Canaan) to ju stify  the en 
slavem ent o f  b lacks. Even today som e people refer to this passage to 
"p r o v e " that b lacks are inferior. B ut that is a  totally absurd interpreta
tion , for it does not m ean that at all! A  fu ll d iscussion o f  what this pas
sage does and does not m ean is g iven  in the July 1 9 9 6  W o rd  and W o r k , 
pages 1 9 7 -8 . W e  briefly sum m arize the evidence w ith this quote from  
T he N I V  Study B ib le ’ s notes: "N o a h ’ s prophecy cannot be used to ju s 
tify  the enslavem ent o f  blacks, since those cursed here were Canaan- 
ites, who were Caucasian." End o f  discussion!
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F U N D A M E N T A L  T R U T H S  A bou t
H U M A N  N A T U R E

1. S o m e Results o f  H um anity ’ s "F a H "~ th a t is, A d a m  &  E v e ’ s R e
bellion against G o d , and the Plunge that R esulted:

C ursed is the ground because o f  y o u ,"  G o d  told A d a m  after he d is
obeyed . "It  w ill produce thorns and th istles." B ecause m an rebelled  
against his K in g , G o d  m ade m an ’ s kin gdom  rebel against him . "M a n  in 
his o w n  disorder w ou ld  never n ow  subdue the earth. Leaderless, the 
choir o f  creation can only  grind on in d isco rd ," writes D erek K idner.

N o t only  m an ’ s environment, but his very nature—his inner atti
tudes and in stm c ts -b ec a m e polluted b y  his rebellion. A fte r  they  
sinned, A d a m  and E ve for the first tim e tried to hide from  their good  
C reator-G od . Sham e and fear replaced their form er love and con fi
dence tow ard H im . A n d  they resorted to excu se-m akin g , and blam ing  
others, etc. H o w  sad. Due to sin, "thorns and thistles" began grow
ing not only in the garden but in their very hearts!

A n d  their twisted attitudes passed on to their children 
too...throughout history. For w e inherit from  our parents and grandpar
ents not only  physical features like height, build, and color o f  hair, but 
also m oral features like im patience, h ot tem per, and laziness. A s  D avid  
realized, so each o f  us m ust realize, "S u re ly  I have been a sinner from  
birth, sinful from  the tim e m y m other con ceived  m e " (P sa .5 1 :5 ) . This  
does not m ean that children are held guilty for sins their parents c o m 
m it (E z e k .1 8 , especially  v .2 0 )--th o u g h  children often suffer in this life  
b e-cau se o f  the evil done by their ancestors (E x .2 0 :5 ) . W h a t D avid  re
ferred to w as surely the evil tendencies and inclinations w hich w e in
herit from  our parents. These do not excu se our sins but do explain our 
tem ptations. (S ee Jan.’ 9 6  W & W , re: tem peram ents.)

N o w  notice G e n .5 :1 &  3 . "W h e n  G o d  created m an, he m ade him  in 
the likeness o f  G o d .... [Later] A d a m  had a  son in his ow n  liken ess." 
But in betw een those events occurred the fa ll. Thus Seth w as b o m  in 
the likeness o f  sinful A d a m , an A d am  very different in nature from  the 
g o o d , upright man G o d  had created. T ake a few  m inutes and try to  
im agine w hat hum an history w ould have been like had our first parents 
never disobeyed the Lord! But they d id ; and so  have w e . A n d  only i f  
w e b lin dfold  oilr eyes w ill w e disagree with Jerem iah’s sigh, "T h e  
heart is deceitful above all things, and beyond cure. W h o  can under
stand it? " (1 7 :9 )  A ls o  Jesus’ verdict, "F ro m  within, out o f  m en ’ s hearts, 
com e evil thoughts" and m any other sins w hich H e  enumerates 
( M k .7 :2 0 -2 3 ) .

Contrary' to the above , som e psych ologists and philosophers have 
believed in the basic goodness o f  hum an nature. B ut not all o f  them  by
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any m ^ w ss Sir Sidney Sm ith, D ean  o f  the M ed ical Sch ool at the U n i
versity o f  Edinburgh, said : " A  child enters the w orld aggressive, ac
quisitive, and in d l  w ays a potential crim in al." A n d  the M inn esota  
Crim e C om m ission , analyzing causes o f  a  rising crim e rate, declared: 
"E v e ry  baby starts life as a  little savage...com p letely  selfish  and se lf- 
centered.... A l l  children, not ju st certain children, are b o m  delinquent. I f  
permitted to continue in the self-centered w orld o f  his infancy, g iven  
free rein to his im pulsive actions, to satisfy his w ants, every child  
w ou ld  grow  up a crim inal, a thief, a killer, a rapist." W o w !—not even  
the B ible puts it any stronger than th a t

2. Yet we humans still retain much of the NOBILITY that God 
gave us by making us in His own image and likeness. After all, 
"original righteousness" preceded "original sin"! God said His 
creation was "very good," and Ecclesiastes says God made man 
"upright."

Francis Schaeffer observes, "In  wanting to be what m an as a crea
ture could not be, m an lost w hat he cou ld  b e ....B u t  m an still stands in 
the im age o f  G o d —tw isted, broken, abnorm al, but still the image- 
bearer of God. A s  w e [see] in G en . 9 :6  and in James 3 :9 ,  even  after 
the fall m en  are still in the im age o f  G o d . M o d e m  m an does not see 
m an as fallen but he can find no significance for m an. In the Bible’s 
teaching man is fallen but significant."

For an exam ple o f  the m o d e m  view  that m an has no significance, 
listen to O liver W e n d a ll H o lm e s : " I  see no reason for attributing to 
m an a significance different in kind from  that w h ich  b elon gs to a ba
b oon  or a grain o f  sand ." Th is idea is spreading today am on g so m e (but 
not all by any m eans) environm entalists, w h o  deny any distinct Value to 
hum anity. T o  them  w e are on the sam e level as "an y  and all other ani
m als—n o better and no w o rse ," as they m ight put i t  This o f  course co n 
tradicts Scripture, though it is true that w e should oppose irresponsible  
depletion o f  our environm ent and callous treatm ent o f  anim als. There is 
a B iblical environ-m entalism .

3. We must Understand our Mixed Condition: "T o  argue for to
tal self-expression o f  our desires is to forget the doctrine o f  the fa ll. T o  
argue for total self-suppression is to forget the doctrine o f  creation.

" B ecause o f  creation w e m ust accept w hat w e are. W e  are m ade in 
the im age o f  G o d , endow ed by G o d  with unique capacities—for love, 
m oral indignation, sym pathy and com p assion , jo y  and sorrow , im agi
nation and artistic creativity. G o d  m ade us like that and w e are not to 
deny these capacities. That is the doctrine o f  creation.

"B u t  because o f  the fall, w e cannot accept everything w e have be
c o m e . because our m ind, em otions and w ill are all corrupted. The good
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capacities G o d  g ave us easily degenerate: love into lust, jo y  into frivo l
ity, indignation into m alice , sorrow  into self-p ity .

"See then our paradoxical position. W e  m ust not reject or sup
press ourselves totally, because w e  are creatures o f  G o d . B ut w e m ust  
not accept and express ourselves totally either, because w e are fallen  
creatures o f  G o d ."  —John R . W .  Stott

F L O O D  STO R IE S F R O M  A R O U N D  
TH E W O R L D

C an w e really believe the story o f  N oa h , the ark, and a w orldw ide  
flo o d ?  A s  Christians w e have strong reasons to accept the truthfulness 
o f  the B ib le—m ost o f  all because o f  a risen Lord w h o vouches for it; but 
also because o f  its historic accuracy, lo fty  m oral teachings, fulfilled  
prophecies, and lifechanging pow er. So  for us it is sufficient that Scrip
ture says the w orldw ide flood  and N o a h ’ s preservation occurred. W e  
d o n ’t really need additional verification.

But for unbelievers and recent converts and also for Christians w h o  
are having a hard tim e answering the attacks o f  scoffers, the fo llow in g  
facts can bolster faith:

N o t  ju st scores but hundreds of traditions of a worldwide flood 
have been discovered by anthropologists. Tribes and peoples from  all 
over the w orld have preserved stories o f  such a destructive flood , w hich  
is w hat you  w ould expect i f  the B iblical story is true. A  book written in 
G erm any in 1891 and another written in England in 19 18  described over  
one hundred traditions. Since then further explorations and studies have  
added to the num ber. For exam p le, professor R ehw inkel did extensive  
research in this field , as w ell as others. A  video entitled "T h e  W o r ld  That 
Perished" gives the fo llow in g  list o f  flood  stories and their general lo ca 
tion s:

In the Middle East 17 different stories have been found; in Asia, 
2 3 ; in the South Sea Islands, 3 7 ; in Europe, 3 1 ; North America, 5 9 ;  
South America, 4 6 . For som e reason only  a fe w  have been found in Af
rica. The video g ives excerpts from  versions found in Syria (recorded by  
the G reek writer, Lucian), B ab y lon , Persia, and a quotation from  the 
Latin poet O vid . But it also includes excerpts from  m ore distant areas o f  
the w orld : Indians in Cuba, and the A ztec s , and H aw aii, and the Fiji Is
lands o f  the Pacific.

O f  course with the passing o f  tim e and the spread o f  peoples w o rld 
w ide, such stories took on various em bellishm ents. Professor Rehw inkel 
com m ents, "A m o n g  all traditions there is none so  general, so w idespread
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on earth, and so apt to sh ow  w hat m ay  develop from  the sam e material 
according to the varying spiritual character o f  as, taken from  his b oo k .

1. "A c c o rd in g  to a M e x ic a n  F lood tradition, T ezp i saved h im self, 
his w ife , his children, som e anim als, and som e grain, from  a great 
floo d  b y  em barking in a  boat or ra ft  W h e n  the G reat Spirit ordered the 
w ater to  withdraw , T ezp i sent out from  his ship a  vulture...[w ho] did  
not return be-cause o f  the great num ber o f  carcasses strewn all over die  
earth. Tezpi sent out other birds, o f  w hich  the hum m ingbird alone re
turned, bringing with it a branch covered with le a v es."

2 . "T h e  natives o f  A la s k a  have the fo llo w  F lo od  traditions: ...T h e  
father o f  the Indian tribe,...w arned in a dream  that a deluge w ould d eso 
late the earth, built a  raft, on w hich  he saved h im se lf and his fam ily  and 
all the anim als. H e  floated  for several m onths on the water. The ani
m als, w ho could then talk, com plained and m urm ured against him . A  
n ew  earth at length appeared. The anim als lost the g ift  o f  speech as a 
punishm ent for their com p lain in g."

3 . "T h e  natives o f  S u d a n  call Lake Chad in B o m u  Bahar ’ el N u h ,’
i.e ., the lake o f  N o a h , and they believe that a floo d  subm erging the 
w hole earth had its origin in this lake ."

D esp ite  th e v a r ie ty  in such stories, th ere  a re  th re e  p o in ts fo u n d  
in a lm o st ev ery  o n e : destruction b y  a vast flo o d ; preservation o f  hu
m an life ; som e sort o f  boat being the m eans o f  safety. A  num ber o f  
them  add that the boat landed on a m ountain.

A s  Christians w e can say, W h a t  fu rth e r  ev id en ce  d o  you  w a n t to 
prove the Biblical story o f  N oa h ? There are over 2 0 0  stories o f  a 
w orldw ide flood , found in every part o f  the g lob e. D espite m any vari
ations, distortions, and som etim es fantastic em bellishm ents—w hich are 
to be expected in such cases—the traditions contain basic sim ilarities. 
Thus w h o can doubt that such a universal deluge took  place?

The answ er to that question is, Q uite a few  fo lk s. U nbelieving  sci
entists brush all this aside b y  saying that G enesis m erely  borrow ed  
from  the A ssyrian  story, The G ilgam esh  Epic (w hich  has som e strik
ingly sim ilar details), and corrupted it! O ne writer com m ents, "F lo o d  
m yths are told b y  probably the m ajority o f  hum an nations. Form erly  
this w ide distribution w as thought to prove the actuality o f  the B iblical 
F lood , or to be evidence o f  the descent o f  all m ankind from  a single na
tion that had once exper-ienced i t  R efu ta tio n  is h a r d ly  n e c e ssa ry ."  
N otice that conclusion . W h a t an evasion! Please g iv e  us your reasoned  
refutation, sir. W e  do find it necessary before w e ’ ll be convinced. W e  
further ask, W h a t kind o f  evidence w o u ld  you consider convincing? I f  
G en esis were the only  floo d  story you w ould say, "C a n ’t be true— 
there’ s no external corroboration." I f  there were several other stories 
you  w ould  say, "C a n ’t be true—there are only  a fe w  such stories." But
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in the face o f  over 2 0 0  sim ilar traditions you  still brush it all o ff . E x 
cuse me, sir, but your prejudices are showing.

M any scientists deny the flood  because o f  the principle o f  uni- 
formi-tarianism (the idea o f  strict cau se-and-effect, and that processes  
n ow  taking place have alw ays taken place, without outside interrup
tion—at least by G o d ). T h ey  believe that to deny this principle under
cuts the entire basis o f  science. O n this matter, Francis Schaeffer has 
w ise w ords for u s: "W e  m ust rem em ber that the Christian position does  
not deny cause and e f fe c t  Rather, as I have stressed in m y  other books, 
it w as the Christian base that gave a reason to expect cause and effect, 
orderly procedure. It is the concept o f  cause and effect in a closed sys
tem w hich is at issue. God has not made himself a prisoner to the 
machine of the universe. H e can act into i t  A n d  consequently, a 
Christian, whether he is considering a great catastrophe such as the 
flood  or som ething less dram atic, does not have to choose between a 
random universe without cause and effect and a universe of cause 
and effect in a closed system. G od  is a living G o d  and can w ork into 
the m achine at any tim e he wants t o ."  (G en esis in Space and T im e , p. 
138)

Regarding Time and Dates in Genesis
" In the beginning" :  Scripture now here reveals the specific tim e o f  

earth’ s creation. Evolutionists confidently claim  that the universe is 
m il-lion s or billions o f  years old . But their "p r o o fs " o f  this are based on 
their p re su m p tio n  that evolution is true. Even so, recently som e o f  
their guesses have shrunk som ew hat. (S ee the earlier section, "D iffe r 
ing V iew s o f  C reation .") M o re  and m ore evidence has been am assed  
(som e o f  it from  the eruption o f  M ount St. H elen  in 1 9 81 ) for a m uch  
younger earth. A n d  m ore and m ore Christians (though not all, by any 
m eans) have com e to b elieve that the "d a y s " o f  G en. 1 are actual 2 4 -  
hour days. A t  any rate w e are not told exactly w hen the hum an race be
gan (for there are gaps in the recorded gen ealogies), nor the exact date 
o f  the flood . O n ly  w hen w e get to Abraham  do w e b ecom e quite sure 
and definite about dates. H e lived around 2 0 0 0  B .C . (S ch aeffer ’ s book, 
G en esis in Space and T im e , has help-fiil sections on the entire topic o f  
early chron ology and dates.)

Chapters 1-11 o f  G en esis only survey a few  highlights o f  a long  
period o f  tim e. People lived m uch longer then, and num erous events 
occurred w hich are not recorded. For instance, the period of time 
from Adam to Abraham was longer than the period from Abra
ham to  Jesus! That is, G en . 1-11 (from  A d a m  to A b rah am )—w hich is 
from  page 1 -1 0  in m y  B ible—covers m ore tim e than G en esis 12 
through die end o f  the period o f  the apostles—w hich is lfo m  page 11 to  
page 1 ,1 5 5 . But the Lord tells us all w e need to know  at present about 
those earliest ages. "T h e  secret things belong to the Lord our G o d , but 
the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever" 
( D e u t 2 9 :2 9 ) .
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What the Bible Teaches about...
V II. O C C U L T IS M

A le x  V .  W ils o n

Last m onth w e  studied angels, and m entioned both valuable and 
absurd aspects o f  the current b oo m  o f  interest in them . N o w  let’ s con 
sider occu ltism . It w as important to teach about this subject w hen w e  
w ere m issionaries, for Filipino culture in general (like that in m any  
other lands) w as riddled with it. But in 19 6 0  few  w ould  have guessed  
that it w o u ld  soon floo d  even  the rationalistic U .S .A .

Y e t  recent decades have seen occultism  run w ild here. Som e o f  it is 
g ross: Satanism , and ritual sacrifices, o f  anim als and even babies, to  
dem on s. Other form s are m ild , and m o st people consider them  harm 
less fun or acceptable religion: A stro lo gy . O uija  boards. "D u n g eon s &  
D ra g o n s," and other gam es with occult them es. N e w  A g e  M ovem en t  
groups and "ch u rch es," w hich practice channeling (contacting the dead, 
they b elieve). B y  the 19 80 s  over 7 ,9 0 0 ,0 0 0  A m erican s purchased o c 
cult b o o k s, m agazines, charm s, v o o d o o  pendants, and other types o f  
paraphanalia. N o  doubt those num bers have greatly increased by now , 
as the b o o m  continues.

In the Louisville  area, a b o o k -& -m u sic  store set aside a w hole area  
for people to play "M a g ic : The G ath ering ," the latest rage in N e w  A g e  
g am es. (T his card gam e includes characters like "d em o n ic  hordes, 
ogres, vam pires, giant spiders, hypnotic specters, zom bies and g h o u ls ." 
It also includes "w ea p o n s"-ca rd s titled "u n h o ly  strength, sorcery, dark 
ritual, m ind-tw ist, and psychic v e n o m ." H o w  does P h il.4 :8  apply to  
"h arm less g a m es" like th ese?) A lso  in the greater L ou isville  region, 
channeling conventions and "m ataphysical and psychic fa irs" are held. 
A n d  there are regular classes in "exp lorin g  past incarnations" and "h o w  
to heal through the a u r a " A  new sletter published by a N e w  A g e  
"ch u rch " contains statements like these: "T h e re ’ s no such thing as evil 
or sin ." "E a ch  o f  us is the Christ....T here is no Savior outside o f  your  
se lf....I  am  responsible for consciously  attaining m y ow n  divinity."

S o , am id all this, w hat does G o d ’ s W o r d  say about occultism ?

Definitions, and Scripture References

"O c c u lt " com es from  a w ord m eaning "secret; h idden ." Occultism 
is "the belief in hidden, mysterious powers, and the attempt to con
trol and use them." O f  course those pow ers usually are dem onic, 
though they often hide that fact. But i f  w e seek to control even the true 
G o d —wanting H im  to be our servant—rather than surrendering to H im  
so H e can control us, that’ s an occultic form  o f  Christianity! Bew are
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lest w e slip into that m indset, w hich the health/w ealth "g o sp e l" has 
popularized.

Som e fo lk s confuse "occult" with "cult," but they differ. W e ’ ve 
ju st defined the form er. The latter is a definitely unorthodox religious  
group, such as the M o rm o n s ("L a tter-D a y  S a in ts"). It’ s true that som e  
cults are a lso  occu lt: for instance, "Spiritualist C hurches" practice con 
tacting spirits o f  the dead (so  they think) in their m eetings. But m any  
cults are n on -occu ltic . The Jehovah’ s W itn esses are an exam ple. They  
deny Jesus’ deity , and salvation by grace, but avoid occult practices.

Here are a few of the Scriptures which refer to various demon 
activities related to occultism. A c ts  1 6 :1 6 -1 9 , fortune-telling. A cts  
19: 1 3 -1 9 , demon-possession, and magic. 1 C o r . l 0 :1 4 ,1 8 -2 1 , idolatry. 
1 T im . 4 :1 -3 ,  false teachings "taught b y  d e m o n s." R e v .9 :2 1 , magic 
arts or sorceries or witchcraft, according to various translations. A c tu 
ally the G reek w ord in this passage is the w ord from  which w e derive 
the term "p h a rm a c y "; it is related to drugs used by sorcerers w hen  
seeking occult pow er! Other passages are m entioned throughout the 
rest o f  this article.

3 M ajor Forms of Occultism

There are three m ain types o f  occultism  (though they overlap  
so m e-w h at): m agic , divination, and spiritism /channeling.

1. M A G I C :  Seeking POWER from supernatural agents apart 
from the Biblical G o d . S om e people distinguish betw een black and 
white m agic , and betw een black and white w itchcraft (the latter is 
called w icca , an old form  o f  nature-w orship). But both kinds fit into 
our definition ju st g iven , and are forbidden b y  G o d . ( O f  course w e are 
not referring to slight-of-hand tricks, how ever.)

There are tw o m ain kinds o f  such m a g ic : a)sorcery or witchcraft 
--th e pow er to inflict harm through curses, spells, etc. b )c h a rm s--w ith  
pow er to protect from  harm , or to heal, or to influence others (to fall in 
love w ith som eon e, for instance).

Here are several examples of this in Scripture: The m agicians at 
Pharaoh’ s court w ho resisted M o se s  and seem ed to duplicate som e o f  
his m iracles. N ebuchadn ezzar’ s m agicians, enchanters and sorcerers. In 
the book o f  A c ts , Sim on the sorcerer, and also E lym as the Jewish sor
cerer and false prophet.

2. DIVINATION or FORTUNE-TELLING: Seeking KNOWL
EDGE of secrets or the future from supernatural agents or forces 
apart from the Biblical God. Fortune-tellers through the ages have 
used various m ethods, m any o f  w hich are still in use: Crystal balls. 
O uija boards. Tarot cards. Palm reading. A n d  horoscopes.
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W h ic h  brings up astrology. "A str o lo g y  is a  system  o f  rules for dis
covering future events by studying the position o f  the heavenly bod ies, 
w h ich  w as received for ages as a  scien ce, but n o w  h a s lost all c red it in 
civilized  n a t io n s ."  O h  yeah, w anna bet? That statem ent w as generally  
true w hen it w as written in the E n cyclop ed ia  A m erican a  around 1 9 0 0 . 
H o w  the U .S . has regressed! It has been  estim ated that our country has 
as m an y  as 1 0 ,0 0 0  fulltim e and o ver 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  part-tim e astrologers! A s  
the old  song says, "W h e n  w ill they ever le a m ?"

Jean D ixon  and other psych ics and "p rop hets" from  tim e to tim e  
have m ade specific  forecasts w h ich  cam e true in incredible w ays. But 
overall their batting average stinks. For exam ple the Jan. 1 9 77  N ational 
Enquirer and N ational Star carried these predictions for that year: Pope  
Paul w ou ld  negotiate a peace settlem ent in N orth Ireland. G race K e lly  
w o u ld  quit her m arriage, return to the m ov ies and win an O scar. 
A rch eologists in E gypt w ould fin d a spaceship that crashed in ancient 
tim es. W e ll , no hits, no runs, five errors. A g a in , this fact w as d isco v 
ered at the start o f  1 9 8 6 : " O f  5 5 0  specific  predictions m ade by the na
tio n ’ s leading psych ics and astrologers at the beginning o f  1 9 85 , only  
2 4  o f  them  (less than 5 % )  actually happened as the psychics said they  
w o u ld , and 5 2 6  (m ore than 9 5 % )  failed to co m e to p ass." (Pulpit 
H elp s)

A  B ib lica l e x a m p le  o f  divination is the "s la v e  girl w ho had a spirit 
b y  w hich  she predicted the future. She earned a great deal o f  m on ey  for  
her ow ners by fortune-telling" (A c ts  1 6 :1 6 ) . W h e n  Paul expelled  the 
spirit from  her, she lost her pow er.

3 . S P I R I T I S M  o r C H A N N E L I N G : seek in g  to  C o m m u n ic a te  
w ith  th e  D e a d , fo r  c o m fo r t, a d v ic e , a ssu ra n ce  o f  life a fter  d e a th , 
etc . Seances are held by N e w  A g e  groups, spiritist m edium s and even  
by spiritist churches, as w e m entioned above. (T h ey  usually prefer to  
be called spiritualists.) W h ile  in colleg e I tw ice heard the testim ony o f  
an ex-spiritist nam ed H elen B ock m a n . From  girlhood till she w as thirty 
years o ld , she served as a m edium  at num erous seances. She described  
various w ays in w hich spirits m anifested th em selves on such o cc a 
sions, and som e o f  their revelations. She received Christ as lord and  
savior at thirty, and renounced all her occult practices. She n ow  b e 
lieves (as I do) that the spirits w h o  frequented her seances w ere not 
those o f  deceased hum ans, as they claim ed, but w ere d e m o n s-p ro b a b ly  
that type called "fam iliar spirits" in Scripture.

M a n y  people think all seances are just fraudulant hum bug. M rs. 
B o ck m a n ’ s v iew  w as that m uch o f  it is indeed fake, with no supernatu
ral elentent at all. People are fo o led  by the use o f  clever electronic  
gadgets (som etim es supplem ented by research into their personal and 
farhily history). Y e t  an unknown percentage o f  seances, including her 
ow n , really contact spirits (d em ons, as ju st m entioned). Careful in ves
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tigation has dem onstrated (no pun intended) that such spirits frequently  
reveal technical know ledge and/or intimate private events to w hich the 
m edium  had no possible access. H o w  can they do that? O n ly  b y  c o m 
m unication with spirits w ho are fam iliar w ith such matters.

A  Biblical example o f  contacting the dead is w hen K in g  Saul 
asked the w itch o f  Endor to put him  in touch with the dead prophet Sa
m uel. In that case Sam uel h im self did actually appear. But the w itch ’ s 
am azed terror show s this w as no ordinary happening.

God Strongly Forbids All Occultism

Several passages demonstrate this. B ut the m ain one is Deut. 18:9- 
14. It show s G o d ’ s hatred for all three typ es ju st m entioned. In part it 
reads, "L e t  no one be found am ong you w ho...practices divination or 
sorcery, interprets om en s, engages in w itchcraft, or casts spells, or w ho  
is a m edium  or spiritist or w ho consults the dead. A n y on e w h o does  
these things is detestable to the L o rd ." This list o f  eight practices in
cludes m uch repetition and overlapping, for em phasis. The 2nd, 4th  
and 5th item s are aspects o f  m agic. T h e 1st and 3rd are form s o f  occult 
fortune-telling. The 6th, 7th and 8th are various terms related to chan
neling.

N ote  that G od  hates and prohibits them  all. N ot, I think, because  
H e only  considered them fanciful superstitions or hocu s-pocus illu 
sions, with no basis in fact. But for the opposite reason. A t  least som e  
o f  these practices are real, activated by Satan and his forces o f  decep
tion.

Various Attitudes towards Occultism

1. S om e people believe too m uch, and live in dread. M an y  lands 
and cultures have alw ays been rife with superstitions. But even  coun
tries w here such ideas were rather rare in form er tim es are now  
sw am ped w ith them , as noted in our 2nd and 3rd paragraphs. W e  
should avoid  believing foolishness like chain letters, horoscopes, the 
m agic pow er o f  crystals, and that dem ons lurk behind every tree.

D o n ’ t believe too m uch.

2. Some people believe too little, and scoff. O ne reason the N e w  
A g e  m ovem en t has b ecom e so popular is because secular hum anism  
tried to explain  aw ay all supernatural forces. Science w as enthroned, 
and seem ed to disprove m iracles, angels, dem ons, Satan, the human  
spirit, and even G od . But people knew  there is m ore to life than matter 
and energy. T h ey  knew  w e are m ore than m achines with no purpose or 
destiny beyond this life. S o  the pendulum  sw ung as usual from  one e x 
treme to the other.
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Y e t  w e m ust not think secular m aterialism  has vanished like the 
d o d o . There are still num bers o f  people w ho idolize the scientific  
m ethod and deny anything that ca n ’ t be m easured in a  testtube. That 
outlook still com petes with occultism , especially  in m uch o f  the educa
tional w orld . D o n ’t  be sucked into that w hirlpool. D o n ’ t b elieve too  
little.

In M anila, V ictor  Broaddus knew  som e tw in brothers w h o  at first 
kn ew  too little and then believed too m u ch. T h ese teenage m em b ers o f  
the C hinese church w ere at a party w hen som eon e brought out a ouija  
board. They had alw ays believed that this w as a harm less g a m e in 
w hich people m anipulated the g lass pointer to various letters to  spell 
o ut any m essage they wanted. B ut this tim e the leader asked all the par
ticipants to say the A p o stle s ’ C reed and the L o rd ’ s Prayer before they  
began  playing. A s  the "g a m e " progressed, the players’ hands w ere led  
to  spell out a m essage claim ing to be from  the spirit-w orld. A s  best I 
can recall, the spirit claim ed he w as a G reek som e tim e before, and 
had been an Egyptian even earlier than that! H e told details o f  his life, 
and answ ered their questions. The tw ins told brother B roaddus, "W e  
w ere am azed. W e  knew  it could not be a dem onic spirit deceiving  the 
group, because w e ’ d all prayed the L o rd ’ s Prayer before w e b e g a n !"  
Such confusion is widespread.

3. Some people believe accurately but act contrary to their 
knowledge! Y ea rs ago a you ng m an studied at Portland Christian H igh  
S ch o ol. H e also w as exposed to som e B iblical teaching in his fam ily  
and church. Y e t , despite know in g better, he dabbled in occu lt m agic , 
and becam e deeply involved in hard rock (w as m em ber o f  a co m b o ) 
and Satanist m usic and drugs. H e  told  m e later about an experience he 
had w hen he tried to break aw ay from  such activities. O ne night he 
cam e under the influence o f  som e kind o f  spell. H e displayed extraor
dinary physical strength, and the v oice  speaking through his m outh w as  
definitely  not his ow n! These are classic  characteristics o f  d e m o n -p o s
session . Apparently he knew  that, for he becam e scared and sought the 
L ord . Sadly, his seeking lasted only  for a w hile . H e did not m ake a  full 
repentance, and later got into trouble o f  other kinds.

4. Some people know and follow the truth. Knowing we have a 
cunning enemy, they avoid all occult practices. Knowing we have a 
victorious Savior and Leader, they trust Him and reject fear. This  
is the B iblical stance. W e  should heed the warnings and com m and s o f  
D eu t. 1 8 :9 -1 4 . B ut w e can also rejoice in verses such as th ese: "T h e  
reason the Son o f  G o d  appeared w as to destroy the d e v il’ s w o rk ."  
"H a v in g  disarm ed the pow ers and authorities, [Christ] m ade a public  
spectacle o f  them , triumphing over them  by the cro ss ." "T h e  one w h o is 
in you  is greater than the one w ho is in the w o rld ." (1 John 3 :8 b ;  
C o l .2 :1 5 ;  1 John 4 :4 b .)
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Th is testim ony appeared in a  letter to a  Christian m agazine som e  
years a g o : " W e ’ ve been graying for a  friend w h o has had contact with  
the Satan w orshipers at die U niversity  o f  C alifo m ia -S an  D ie g o . 
Through this friend w e learned o f  these Satan w orshipers’ H allow een  
plans. O ne girl felt called  to m aim  som e m ale student. She w as goin g  
to w ander about with a knife to cut a lim b o f f  the body o f  this person. 
Christian students in various places prayed. A ll  w as quiet H allow een . 
The girl fell asleep at 7  p .m . on the 31st, and m ysteriously didn’t w ake  
up until 11 a .m . on the 1st. She can ’t understand i t "

Jesus is victor!

VOICES from the FIELDS
Robert and Joy Garrett April, 1997
P.O.Box 30, Ruwa Zimbabwe
Easter Camp

How shall the young secure their heart.
And guard their lives from sin?
Thy word the choicest mles imparts 
To keep the conscience clean.

It was truly a wonderful group o f young people; 86 boys and girls ages 18 
and over made this one o f  the best Easter camps ever. Four days o f  Bible 
study in the morning and time for games and other activities in the afternoon 
filled their young lives with good things.

Women’s Camp
Thy word is everlasting truth;
How pure is every page!
That holy b ook  shall guide our youth 
And w ell support our age.

The largest number we have ever had-198 women,--came to this year’ s 
women’s meeting April 18-20. A  goodly number (13) came from one rural 
congregation where a misguided leadership starves their members o f  the word. 
One old grandmother expressed her happiness. She said that she had heard 
some wonderful things from the word o f  God which she had never heard be- 
fore~it only she could have been taught these things when she was young how 
different her life would have been!

Junior Camp
Today as I write, if Friday the last full day o f  Junior camp. We will take 

the children back to their homes early Saturday morning. 62 children ages 9 
through 12 have been having a glorious time. A  week is never long enough- 
they want their days extended! But that is not possible. We will have a 
week’s respite and then May 4 begins the Senior Camp for those 13 through 
17.
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QUESTIONS ASKED OF US
Carl K itzm iller

Would you please discuss the matter o f carrying the Lord’s Sup
per to those who have not been at the services?

This question has been asked b y  a Christian m an w h o  has been ac
tive in the w ork o f  the church and w h o has run into som e problem s in 
trying to carry the L o rd ’ s Supper to various ones. H e  w ish es to be fair 
and impartial as to w h o  w ill receive his attention, y et he finds that 
som e do not appreciate such m inistrations, that som e situations seem  to 
do m ore harm  than g o o d , and that in som e cases the p eop le involved  
could have been in  the church services.

Our initial reaction to this matter o f  carrying the L o rd ’ s Supper to 
absentees is probably, “ H o w  n ic e !”  H ere are those invalids, or people  
confined to die hospital, etc ., w h o  like to participate in the com m union , 
but they are hindered b y  circum stances from  being in the regular serv
ices. M o reov er, this is excellent activity (so  it w ould  seem ) for young  
p eople—visiting these and having a b rie f service. It provides an oppor
tunity for spiritual grow th for such ones as w ell as m inistering to those  
in affliction. Surely no one but an old sore-head, som e w ill reason, 
could object to such a  w onderful w ork.

B ut let’ s take a  lo ok  at som e o f  the problem s. A s id e  from  any 
question whether this is a g o o d  solid scriptural activity, there are c o m 
plications that begin to arise. T o  w hom  shall w e carry this?

Brother A  is in the hospital. H e has alw ays been careful to attend 
the services and to participate in the com m u nion , so  he w ill certainly 
appreciate an opportunity o f  partaking. This m ay even provide a testi
m on y to a  room m ate or to visiting friends and relatives. B ut w hat i f  
Brother A  had surgery only  yesterday and is under sedation so heavily  
that he hardly k n ow s w hat is happening? O r m aybe he sharees not feel 
inclined to turn the T V  o f f  or w hose com p an y continues to laugh and 
talk w hile y ou  try to have the service? M a y b e Brother B  is visiting in 
the hospital at Brother A ’ s bedside and, having slept late and been lazy  
about getting o f f  to church that m orning, he decides he w ill also par
take. H e had thought he w ould com e that night, but the w ife  has a 
birthday supper planned for som e o f  the fam ily .

Sister C  and Brother D  are in a nursing h om e. T h ey , too , have 
long been active and have rejoiced in rem em bering the L o rd ’ s death. 
A t  the sam e h om e is Sister E , w ho som e years ago fell out with the 
church and ceased to attend. But, to show  that w e are o f  a broader 
m ind and do not w ant to be guilty o f  favoritism , w e w ill g o  by and o f
fer her the opportunity to partake. Caught o f f  guard and in front o f  oth
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ers, she m um bles a “ y e s ”  to our inquiry and very likely eats and drinks 
further condem nation to her soul.

N o w  it is now here said that this should be lim ited to the hospitals  
and nursing h om es. Sister F  and G  are invalids at h om e, both confined  
to w heel chairs. Sister F m an ages to visit the relatives, w as carried to  
the fair, but “ o f  course”  cannot attend the service. But she en joys at
tention and delights in having people in to see her, to the extent that it’ s 
hard to get her to quit talking and jo k in g  long enough to partake o f  the 
bread and fruit o f  the vine. Sister G  is o f  different nature, really is 
handicapped, appreciates the observance and her conduct is blam eless. 
B u t w e cannot carry the Supper to Sister G  and om it Sister F!

Brother H  is elderly, has quit goin g  anyw here. There is not all that 
m uch w rong with h im , but he has “ retired.”  O ne o f  the children  
thought it w ould be nice i f  “ the church”  w ould carry the com m union  
to h im . It w'as m ore the daughter’ s idea than it w as D ad ’ s, and h e ’d 
ju st as soon not be bothered. O n ce they arrived before he had tim e to  
get the bread and fruit o f  the vine past a full quota o f  tobacco.

Brother J has been under the weather for a fe w  w eeks, and it n to  
him , even though it is eight m iles one w ay  to where he lives. H e  
seem ed glad  enough to have it, but last w eek there w as no one at h om e. 
H e  w as feelin g  better and decided to visit som e friends. There w a s no  
call by phone to alert those w ho cam e.

N o w  I d o n ’ t want to im ply  that there is nothing but problem s nor  
that none o f  those w h o are thus served take the Supper with under
standing and devotion. Som e are very earnest and a person can feel 
g o o d  about thus helping them  w orship . T h ose w ho get involved in this 
type o f  work and w h o are very discerning soon discover, how ever, that 
it takes a lot o f  w isd om  to know  w h o to serve and h ow  to keep from  
playing favorites.

There are som e other reasons w hy I have reservations about a 
w holesale distribution o f  the L o rd ’ s Supper to absentees. There is no  
m ention o f  it in the N e w  Testam ent. The em phasis seem s to be that 
they cam e together for this purpose (cf. A c ts  2 0 :7 ) .  This is an act o f  
w orship by die church as a b od y , waiting one for the other (1 Cor.
1 1 .3 3 ) . Is the com m u nion  only with G od , or do w e  not also com m u ne  
one with another? M oreover, it is an important act o f  worship and one  
w e should never m iss lightly, but it is not the only  act o f  w orship that 
w e m iss w hen w e are a b se n t W h y  not rather insist on a  com plete  
miniature service with the absentee—giving, praying, singing, preach
ing, etc .?  The sam e reason that a llow ed us to be absent justifiably  from  
the m eeting o f  the saints w ill, no doubt, excuse us from  H is table. A n d  
i f  the reason w as not g oo d  enough to excuse us from  H is table, m aybe  
it did not excuse us from  the rest o f  the service!
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A g a in , certainly w e  w ould  not w ant to encourage any disregard for  
the proper perform ance o f  this a c t  It is not too difficult, h ow ever, to  
observe that som e Christians tend to m ake the Supper a sort o f  “ rab
bit’ s fo o t” - - " I  have had the com m u n ion  and am  safe n o w  for another 
w e e k ”  and I suspect the carrying o f  the com m u n ion  to  absentees is 
m ore influenced b y  C atholicism , w ith its necessaryest, than m ost p eo 
ple realize. W h ile  abuse can happen in corporate w orship , it is g iven  
an added b oost b y  the private or individual observance. D o n ’t forget, 
either, the person w h o has not m issed  in X  years and w ho does not 
w ant to spoil his record and m iss his “ brow nie p o in ts.”

I personally have been greatly blessed o f  the L ord  in that during  
m y  entire Christian life I could probably count on one hand the num ber  
o f  tim es I have had to m iss the L o rd ’ s Table. I have attended in bad  
w eather, w hen I did not feel so great, w hen it required m aking som e ar
rangem ents as to sick ones, etc ., but w hen I could not attend I did not 
arrange for a private com m un ion  service. I have believed that i f  I w as  
faithful to attend and participate w hen I could, I w as not responsible for  
those occasions w hen  I cou ld  not. I believe the sam e thing that ex 
cused m e from  the rest o f  the service excused m e from  H is table. N o w  
I do not want these statem ents to sound sanctim onious, nor do I w ant to 
fail in com passion fo r  those w ho have b ecom e m ore restricted than I 
have been. I can understand the person w h o has faithfully attended 
services and then finds activity severely lim ited w anting still to  have  
such a  tie as this w ith the church and in w orship.

M y  judgm ent is that the N e w  Testam ent is n ot so absolutely clear 
in this m atter as to forbid m y  participation in carrying the Supper to 
those w ho request it, but at the sam e tim e I do not encourage the prac
tice. I try to be careful that it does not b ecom e a sacram ental or priestly  
a c t  T o  avoid som e (even  this is not foo lp roof) o f  the earlier m entioned  
problem s I have for a  num ber o f  years insisted on  perform ing this m in 
istry only  for those w h o specifically  requested it. I certainly do not b e 
lieve that I should bind m y  convictions in these m atters on others, but 
at the sam e tim e w e should kn ow  that w e are dealing w ith holy  things 
and should not sim ply  do w hat m ight be popular or p leasing to people. 
Surely w e want our observance o f  the L o rd ’ s Supper to  be a blessing, 
not a  condem nation!
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R IC H A R D  R A M S E Y  G O E S T O
H E A V E N
A le x  V . W ilso n

O n  July 8 the Lord called Richard R am sey to his h eavenly rest. A s  
m o st o f  our readers kn ow , he fought a long battle against cancer, going  
into rem ission for som e tim e. O ur love and prayers g o  to his w ife , V ir 
ginia, and son, D avid.

Richard w as a m an o f  faith, vision  and zeal. H e taught at Portland 
Christian School briefly in the m id -1 9 4 0 ’ s. For decades in Louisiana  
he preached, som etim es as a  pioneer church-planter, som etim es as a  lo 
cated m inister. H e m entored several “ T im o th y s .”  H e  founded and led  
the B ible Chair w hich continued for quite a  few  years. H e  tried to pro
m ote m issionary w ork into M e x ic o .

H e published b ooks and Sunday S ch ool m aterial, m an y  o f  w hich  
he wrote h im self. H e w as one o f  the fe w  am ong us w ho w rote c o m 
m entaries on various b oo k s o f  the B ible. H e  founded and for years ed 
ited T h e  E x h o r te r , to spread n ew s am ong the churches and prom ote a 
deeper sense o f  unity, cooperation and encouragem ent. B efore  cancer 
stopped h im , he w as the speaker for several years on W o r d s  o f  L ife  ra
dio broadcast—a w orldw ide outreach. A n d  w hen he w ent into rem is
sion he wrote a few  articles for W & W .  The first one, “ D ead  M an  
W a lk in g ,”  stimulated m ore response than anything else h e ’ d ever writ
ten, he wrote m e.

Truly he did m any g o o d  w orks. Richard w as not a y es-m a n . H e  
thought for h im self, and I doubt i f  anyone agreed with him  on every
thing. (B u t that’ s true o f  us all, isn ’t it?) H e  w as frank, som etim es to 
the point o f  bluntness. B ut though he held deep convictions and w as  
outspoken about them , you  kn ew  his m ain m otive w as to please G od  
by doing H is w ill. For 2 0  years he quit reading W & W ,  feelin g  it had 
b ecom e too “ broad.”  (H e  re-subscribed about a year a go .) Y e t  he and 
I enjoyed several pleasant conversations and sw eet fe llow sh ip  in Christ 
during those rare tim es our paths crossed (w hich  I w ish  had been  o f-  
tener). H e w as an inim itable brother. M a y  G od  raise up m any others 
with his vision  and zeal.

Other articles regarding B ro. R am sey are w elco m e. A n d  b y  the 
w ay, w e need to express appreciation for fo lk s before they pass on, not 
ju st afterward. I ’m  glad that w hen w e learned our brother had cancer, I 
wrote a  letter thanking him  fo r  the m any w orks o f  faith and labors o f  
love he had done, listed above . A re there fo lk s that m aybe you  ought 
to write?
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NEWS and NOTES
Edited b y  Jack B laes

Startling Revelation: W&W 
Not Infallible!

In our m a y  issue w e ran a 
fine article b y  T im  Stafford enti
tles “ G etting Serious A b ou t  
L u s t ”  W h a t  w e forgot to do, 
som eh ow , w as credit Christian
ity Today as the source. The ar
ticle ran in the 1 /1 0 /9 4  issue o f  
Christianity Today, &  is c o p y 
right. Christianity Today kindly  
gave us the right to reprint it, &  
w e regret our oversight.

Southeast Church of Christ
W e  are happy to report on  

the Prayer Sem inar w hich w as  
held June 1 3 -1 4 , and w as a great 
blessing with K eith Roberts w ho  
preaches fo r  the Calhoun Church  
o f  Christ, Calhoun, Louisiana. 
This is the second o f  three sem i
nars the Southeast church is plan
ning to bring to the L ouisville  
area this year.

K eith w as instrumental in es
tablishing the Prayer M inistry o f  
the Calhoun church, and also  
with the W h ites  Ferry Church o f  
Christ in W e s t  M on roe, L o u isi
ana. The m inistry with W h ites  
Ferry church is the 24 -h o u r H ope  
Line for the television  and radio 
program s o f  their nationally syn 
dicated C rossview  M inistries. 
This prayer line is a free 8 0 0  
phone,num ber that is m anned ,24  
hours a  day, seven days a w eek. 
T h ey  are averaging close to tw o  
thousand calls per w eek n ow ! 
T h ey receive calls from  all over

the country from  people w h o  are 
seeking G o d ’ s direction in 
prayer. The counselors pray with  
the caller right over the lines, and 
fo llo w  up b y  referring the callers’ 
nam es and addresses to local 
congregations o f  the L o rd ’ s 
church in the area o f  the caller.

K eith  is a prayer warrior w ho  
conducts sem inars yearly and 
also directs the Calhoun church’ s 
annual Prayer W o rk sh op  held  
yearly in O ctober in W e s t  M o n 
roe. K eith  is also D ean o f  the 
C rossview  C olleg e o f  Prayer (a  
new  m inistry o f  W h ites  Ferry 
church), w hich offers the only  
undergraduate and graduate de
grees on Prayer M inistry am ong  
the churches o f  Christ. —  Bruce  
D e M o ss , M inister Southeast 
Church o f  Christ

What Better Way To Prepare 
For A Revival?

B etw een A p ril 2 0  and June 
2 2  M ack ville  Church celebrated  
tw o baptism s; one fam ily  com ing  
to Jesus in repentance with re
new ed dedication and assum ing  
m em bership with the congrega
tion ; and another individual re
sponding to G o d ’ s grace with  
repentance and rededication o f  
life and service.

The revival began June 30  
ending July 6 , Bro. Sonny Childs  
evangelist.

Y o u  vigilant reporter and 
w ife , responding to a gracious in
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vitation, visited July 6  fo r  the 
A .M .  service, and w ithout reluc
tance rem ained fo r  fe llow sh ip  in 
the lo ve  feast that afternoon. I f  
you  ask m e , there ju st  are not 
enough days like w e  en joyed  July 
6  w ith brothers and sisters at 
M a ck v ille . Gracias fo r  the invi
tation!

Woodland Bible Camp
Sixty-eight juniors attended 

cam p June 15 -2 1  w here fou r ac
cepted G o d ’ s o ffer  o f  salvation  
through H is Son , Jesus and were  
baptized according to M att. 
2 8 :1 9 ,2 0 .

CYE Has Good Week
Junior w eek o f  cam p w as a 

lot o f  hard w ork, but a  very  suc
cessfu l e ffo r t  S om e 85 cam pers 
registered. Thanks to  G reg  Tra
han and all his sta ff fo r  a great 
jo b . A ls o , thanks to all w ho  
prayed daily fo r  this outreach.

The Church At Jennings, La.
M ore congratulations due: 

M att M y ers, son  o f  Martin and 
Betty M y ers, ju st graduated from  
m edical sch ool and begins his  
residency in anesthesiology in  
Birm ingham , A lab am a . Shaw n  
Dem eritt, w h o  graduated from  
M illsap C olleg e in Jackson, M is 
sissippi. Shu W e i  C hung has all 
A ’ s for die sch ool year. Jozette 
D upont m ade all A ’ s this year in 
school. A aron  Trahan has all A ’ s 
and B ’ s fo r  the school year. 
G reat jo b !

Praise G o d  fo r  a  g oo d  w eek  
o f  V acation  B ible S chool. A v e r 
age attendance each day w as 5 8  
students and 3 3  adults. Thanks 
to all w ho gave so m uch tim e to  
teach, craft, or lead in other 
w ays. O n ly  Eternity w ill tell 
about the seeds that w ere sow n.

THE 50th ANNUAL 
LOUISVILLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP WEEK

August 4-7,1997  
TH EM E:’’JUBILEE" 

M ONDAY, AUGUST 4
7 :2 5 "J o ys o f  Jubilee" ■A ntoin e V a ld e te r o

T U E S D A Y ,  A U G U S T  5
9 :0 0 "S tep p ing  O ut In Faith" - -D o n  M c G e e
9 :4 5 Prayer T im e

1 0 :2 0 "In  Step W ith  Each Other " - O r e l l  O v e r m a n
1 1 :2 0 "In  Step W ith  O thers" - - A l e x  W i ls o n

1 :1 5 V o ic e s  From  T h e Past
1 :3 0 "In  Step W ith  The G o d  O f  The N a tion s" - -D r . B i l l  B r o w n
7 :2 5 Singing
8 :1 0 "C elebrating Conquering Faith" - D o n  M c G e e

(Continued on Back Cover)



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6
9:00 "A  Biblical World View"
9:45 Prayer Time

10:20 "The Believer’s Stand"
11:20 "Together We Stand"

1:15 Voices From The Past
1:30 "Uniting Our Forces"
7:25 Singing
8:10 "Contemporary Challenges To Our Faith" —Dr. Bill Brown

THURSDAY, AUGUST 7
9:00 "For The Overcomer" —Don McGee
9:45 Prayer Time

10:20 "Return For The Bride" —Dr. Bill Brown
11:20 "Changed, Caught Up And Ever To Be With The Lord"

-O rell Overman
1:15 Voices From The Past
1:30 "Life After 50" —Mike Abbott
7:25 Singing
8:10 "Future Of The Faithful" —Hall Crowder

DAY SESSIONS: Portland Church of Christ, 
2500 Portland Ave., Louisville, K Y 40212 

NIGHT SESSIONS: Sellersburg Church of Christ 
211 South New Albany St., Sellersburg IN 47172

Lunch daily at 12:05.
Brother John Fulda will lead the singing each evening and will also 

direct several choral presentations. Choir practices will be at Sellersburg 
5:30 p.m. Mon-Thurs. During the day and evening sessions, a special 
segment entitled "Voices From The Past" will be presented. This seg
ment will review the lives of some of the gifted leaders with which God 
has blessed this fellowship.

Special events hosted by various ministries will be Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday evening as well as all day on Friday August
8. The School of Biblical Studies will host an evening meal on Tuesday, 
August 5th; Maple Manor Christian Homes will host an evening meal on 
Wednesday, August 6th; and Going Fishin’ ministries will host a meal 
on Thursday evening August 7th. Going Fishin’ will host its annual mis
sions seminar on Friday morning August 8th. Specifics will be an
nounced later.

—Dr. Bill Brown

-Don McGee 
—Orell Overman

—Doug Broyles


