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W H ERE IS YO U R  HOPE?
LADIES RETREAT

SEPTEMBER 26TH AND 27TH 
CAMP KAVANAUGH 

CRESTWOOD, KY

M a r k  y o u r  ca len d a rs to  attend th e  L a d ie s  R etrea t at c a m p  

K a v a n a u g h  in  C r e s tw o o d , K y .  o n  S ep t. 2 6 th  and 2 7 th . T h e  F ri

d a y  n ig h t se ss io n  b e g in s  at 6 :3 0  p .m . T h e  retreat is o v e r  at 3 :0 0  
p .m . o n  Satu rday.

O u r  th e m e  th is y e a rs  is STRENGTH FOR TODAY AND 
BRIGHT HOPE FOR TOMORROW V ic k i S c h u le r  w ill lead  
s in g in g  fo r  the w e e k e n d . T h e r e  w ill  b e  m e s s a g e s  b y  S h ir ley  
S m ith  o f  L a g r a n g e , R a g e n a  M u llin s , J o y c e  L y o n s , P a m  W ils o n  
and J ack ie  G il l .

T h e  fe e  th is y e a r  is $ 2 0 .0 0  p er p e rso n . T h is  c o v e r s  th e  co st  
o f  y o u r  o v e rn ig h t a c c o m m o d a tio n s , ( 4  la d ie s  to  ea c h  r o o m )  
b re a k fa st  a n d  lu n ch  o n  S a tu rd a y . E v e r y o n e  is a sk e d  to  b rin g  a 
d ish  fo r  th e  p o tlu c k  o n  F rid a y  e v e n in g . L in e n s  a n d  t o w e ls  are 
p r o v id e d  b y  th e  ca m p .

F o r  fu rth er in fo rm a tio n  co n ta ct: R u th  W i ls o n  ( 5 0 2 )  8 9 7 -  
2 8 3 1 ,  S h erry  M a r sh  ( 6 0 6 ) 7 4 4 - 3 0 2 1 ,  G lo r ia  O ld f ie ld  ( 6 0 6 )  7 4 4 -  
7 7 3 7 ,  J a ck ie  G ill ( 5 0 2 )  4 5 9 - 4 0 3 1  o r  M e la n ie  M it c h e ll  ( 8 1 2 )  
9 6 7 - 4 8 6 1 .

Directions To Camp: From 1-65, or 1-64, or 1-71, Take 
the Gene Snyder Freeway (1-265) to Exit 30. Turn East on 
Ky. 146; Travel 3 1/2 Miles; Turn Right on Kavanaugh 
Road; Follow Signs. 7505 Kavanaugh Rd. Crestwood, Ky. 
Ph. (502) 241-9091

Please Register with Jackie GUI before September 15.



THE WORD AND W O RK
"Declare the whole counsel o f God"

Alex V. Wilson, Editor
Dennis L. Allen, Missions Jack Blaes, News

The Word and Work (USPS 69M 60) is published monthly except December under 
the auspices o f  the Portland Ave. Church o f  Christ, Inc., Louisville, Ky. Subscription: 
$8.00 per year; bundles o f  10 or more to one address = $7.50 per subscription. Ad
dress correspondence to Word and Work 2518 Portland Avenue, Louisville, KY 
40212. Second class postage paid at Louisville, Ky.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Word and Work, 2518 Portland Ave., Lou
isville, K Y 40212.

Vol. XCI AUGUST, 1997 No. 8

In This Issue
Theme: A Delightful Menu!

A  Fantastic O pportunity! — B y  T h e E d ito r .......................................... 2 2 6

I, T o o , Saw  A n  A n g e l — D r. V .  R aym on d  E d m a n .........................2 2 7

Satan R u les, G o d  Overrules — J. R . C la r k ............................................2 3 2

H erm eneutics — M ik e A r m o u r .................................................................. 2 3 4

Three Stages o f  (Spiritual) Life — M ik e C o p e ....................................... 2 3 9

T o  C hange O r N o t  T o  C hange — D en ny B ou ltin gh o u se  241

G row th and C hange in the Sm all C h u r c h ..............................................2 4 3

W h a t  T h e B ible Teaches A b o u t S IN  - -  A le x  V . W ils o n  2 4 7

Richard R am sey  — V irgin ia  R a m s e y ..........................................................251

Soldiers o f  the C ross N ev er  D ie : - -  B u ford  S m ith .............................. 2 5 2

V o ic e s  from  the F i e l d s ......................................................................................... 2 5 2

N e w s  and N otes -  Jack B l a e s ........................................................................ 2 5 6

225



A  F A N TA ST IC  O PP O R TU N ITY !
B y  the Editor

W h a t a thrill. A  lady friend o f  R uth ’ s and m ine, and m y form er stu
dent, leads an organization in the Philippines that distributes hundreds o f  
thousands o f  N e w  Testam ents year after year. L inda M o ld e z  w as a stu
dent at Central B ible Institute (n ow  C olleg e) in M anila . She w as a  dorm  
supervisor, and I taught her several subjects. H er husband is an excellent  
preacher, teacher and m entor o f  you n g  Christian w orkers.

R ecently w e got a form  letter from  Linda as the national director o f  
the Bible League in the Philippines. It w as m ailed out b y  the L ea g u e ’ s 
international o ffice  in the U .S . H ere are som e stirring excerpts:

Our people are crying out for God. Even in areas where terrorists 
threaten to kill Christians, the spiritual hunger is so strong, people are 
willing to take the risk and read God’s Holy Word.

We ask people who want New Testaments to take a Bible study class 
first. More than 30,000 people finish the request every month. They fin
ish faster than we can keep up! We need 30,000 New Testaments imme
diately just to keep up with the demand.

A lo n g  with L inda ’ s letter w as a letter from the B ible L ea g u e ’ s inter
national director, D ennis M ulder. H ere is som e o f  the n ew s, both grue
som e and g oo d , that he shared.

Recently, a pastor in the Philippines walked out o f his church. Two 
men walked up to him and shot him in the side o f  the head, then ran off 
The pastor died instantly. The gunmen were probably militant Muslims. 
Or they might have been Communist rebels. Whoever they were, there 
are groups who make it their business to kill Christians.

And yet, so many people are asking-pleading—for God's Word. I've 
seen it myself. People are searching for meaning. They are eager to 
read and search the Scriptures. They know the important Truth that 
God speaks to us through His written Word. I wish more people in 
America could understand that!

The Bible League in the Philippines offers New Testaments to any
one willing to take a short Bible Study course [by correspondance. usu
ally], We want to make sure they 're serious about their request. You 
might think this would cut down on the number o f  people who want New 
Testaments. But more than 1,000 people a day finish the course. Think 
o f  it. Every day more than 1.000 people do the work and deserve New 
Testaments . . . But we don’t have enough New Testaments to give each
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person one. Without your help, I ’ll have to say NO to thousands o f  
people who are open to God’s love.

Here's how big a difference you can make: I know a young man 
here in the Philippines named Herbie. He used to lead a violent street 
gang. One day, Herbie stole an English-language Bible. He wanted to 
use it to learn English so he could swindle visiting Americans. But as 
he read the Bible, its message penetrated his hard heart. Before long, 
Herbie gave his life to Christ. He left his gang. Today h e ’s a pastor. 
H e’s helping people find the God they’re searching for.

I f  any individual, class or church wants to  help provide Scriptures 
to the Philippines, you  m a y  send donations to The B ible L eague , 16801  
V a n  D am  R oad, South H ollan d , IL  6 0 4 7 3 . A  N  T . costs 7 5  cents; 
$ 7 .5 0  buys 10, $ 7 5  buys 100. A n d  they need 1000  a day!

I, T oo, Saw an Angel
Dr. V . R aym on d Edm an

The B ible has m uch to say about angels, w h o are “ m inistering spir
its”  (H eb . 1 :1 4 ). H ow ev er, it says very little about their appearance. 
The tw o angels w h o cam e to A b rah a m ’ s cam p and partook o f  his food , 
before announcing to him  the im pending destruction o f  S o d o m , ap
peared like travelers in that area (G en . 1 8 :2 ). The angel that appeared  
to M a n o a h ’ s w ife  to announce the prom ise o f  a son w h o  should jud ge  
Israel appeared like a peasant from  the neighborhood. N o t  until later 
w hen the angel disappeared in the flam e o f  M a n oa h ’ s sacrifice did hus
band and w ife understand that they had been visited b y  a heavenly be
ing.

The ministry o f  angels is written large in the Scriptures, O ld  Testa
m ent and N e w . The P salm ist sang o f  them  in telling o f  G o d ’ s provi
dential care: “ For he shall g ive his angels charge over thee, to keep  
thee in all thy w ays. T h ey  shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou  
dash thy foot against a ston e”  (Ps. 91 : 11, 12). A g a in , the Psalm ist de
clares in 1 0 3 :2 0 : “ B less the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, 
that do his com m andm ents, hearkening unto the voice o f  his w o rd .”

O n  life ’ s pathway w e today m ay  m eet angels. I m ean that literally 
and not m etaphorically. W e  k now  and love godly  and gracious friends 
and relatives w h om  w e som etim e describe as “ an gels”  and yet w e  
know  they are hum an beings w h ose kindness and graciousness reveal 
the indw elling Saviour. B ey on d  every hum an consideration, I am  per
suaded from  the Scriptures that angels are present in this w orld. U su -
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ally they are unseen b y  hum an eyes, and yet their service can be very  
r e d  to the Christian w h o is “ an heir o f  salvation”  S om etim es their 
service requires appearance in hum an form , and nothing about their 
dress or speech w ould  m ak e them  different from  others w h o  are pre
sent. O n ly  the discerning heart understands, and that usually long af
terward, that the stranger w h o helped at a m om ent o f  great em ergency  
w as in reality one o f  G o d ’ s angels.

Share with m e an experience b y  w ay  o f  illustration. A  testim ony  
o f  this kind is not g iven  w ithout reluctance because o f  the deep inward 
sense o f  reverence and w orship tow ards G od . Seldom  over the years 
have I m ade even a passing reference to this experience, and yet at this 
tim e this w ord m ay be used by the M o st H igh  to be a source o f  strength 
and encouragem ent to you .

M ore than thirty years ago M rs. Edm an and I w ere you n g  m ission 
aries in the A ndean highlands o f  the lovely  little republic o f  Ecuador in 
western South A m erica. A fte r  our marriage in the capital city o f  Quito, 
w e w ere given our first assignm ent to a city w hose environs had thou
sands o f  Q uichua-speaking Indians. W e  lived on the outskirts o f  that 
city w here w e could reach both the Spanish-speaking citizens on the 
streets and also the sh y , suspicious Indians w h o passed our doorw ay  
on the w ay  to market

O ur assignm ent w as a difficult one. The people w ere quite un
friendly, and som e w ere fanatical in their bitter opposition to our pres
ence it their city. O n  occasion  sm all crow ds w ould gather to hurl 
insults, punctuated b y  stones both large and sm all. N o w  and then 
school children w ould  parade in the dusty street before our hom e and 
repeat what they had b een  taught to say against us. The Indians from  
the countryside w ere especially  tim id about having any friendly contact 
w ith us because o f  intim idation b y  som e o f  the tow nspeople. A s  a re
sult it w as often difficult to  get the bare necessities o f  life—fruits and 
vegetables, or charcoal fo r  the kitchen stove.

A d d ed  to these physical factors w as an inward sense o f  human  
loneliness. There w as n ever fear, but one w as aware that there were 
very few  w h o in the rem otest sense were the least friendly. Spiritual 
opposition rested heavily  on our hearts in the desire to reach the Indi
ans w ho indeed "sat in darkness and in the shadow  o f  death ." Let m e  
describe the little house w e rented. Perhaps a b rie f sketch o f  its envi
rons w ill help. A cro ss  the front o f  the lot w as the usual high iron fence  
with its large gate o f  grillw ork. Then there w as a sm all garden with  
flow ers and a little fountain. Then cam e the house about a h a lf  story 
higher than the garden. B ehind the narrow porch w ere the sala (our 
living room ) and tw o bedroom s. The kitchen and the little dining room  
w ere in the rear behind a  little open-air patio
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W h e n ev e r  w e  w ere not in the front part o f  the house w e kept the 
gate locked  w ith an iron chain and a  great padlock. There w as constant 
danger that som e barefooted stranger w ou ld  tiptoe into an unoccupied  
room  and depart with m ore than that w ith w hich  he had entered. The  
gate had to be locked securely at night, o f  course, and the sam e w as  
true w hen w e had our m eals.

O ne noon as w e were eating w e  heard a rattling on the gate as 
though som eone w ere asking fo r  adm ission . I excused m y s e lf  from  the 
table and w ent to the porch. T hen  I saw  an Indian w om an standing  
outside the gate. She had reached one hand inside though the bars and 
w as knocking on  the chain w ith the padlock. Q uickly  I w ent dow n  to 
inquire w hat she m ight want. She w as no one I had ever seen before  
and the sm all bundle she carried on  her shoulder did not indicate that 
she had any vegetables to o ffe r  fo r  sale.

A s  I approached the inside o f  the gate she began to speak softly , in 
the m ixture o f  Spanish and Q uichua that w as typical o f  the Indians w ho  
lived fairly close to the tow n. Pointing to a  G osp el verse w e had put on  
our porch she inquired, "A r e  y o u  the people w h o  have com e to tell us 
about the living G o d ? "

H er question startled m e. N o  one had ever m ade that query before. 
Therefore with surprise I answ ered, "M a m ita  (little m other, the cus
tom ary term for a w om an o f  her years), yes w e are ."

Then she raised the hand that w as still inside the locked gate and 
began to pray. I can still see that hand and arm with its beads, in typi
cal Indian style. She w ore the white hom espun w aist with its prim itive  
em broidery, and her dress w as balleta (coarse w oolen  cloth) with a 
brightly colored hom em ade belt. O f  course she w as barefooted.

She prayed for the b lessing  o f  G o d  upon the inhabitants o f  this 
h om e. She asked that w e have courage for die service com m itted to  us, 
that w e have jo y  in doing G o d ’ s bidding, and prayed that m an y w ould  
hear and obey  the w ords o f  the G o sp el. Then she pronounced a b less
ing from  G o d  upon m e.

The prayer concluded, she w ithdrew  her hand. Then she sm iled  at 
m e through the gate with a  final, D ios le bendiga, "G o d  b less y o u ."  
H er eyes fairly shone as she spoke those w ords, and then she bow ed  
and turned to her left.

I w as so astonished by all o f  this that for part o f  a m inute I stood  
speechless and m otionless. Q u ick ly  I rem em bered that it w as the heat 
o f  the day, and that she should com e in to eat with us. A ll the w hile I 
had held the key in m y hand. In a matter o f  seconds I had unlocked the 
gate and stepped out to call her back. She could not have gone five or 
ten yards.
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But she w as not there! W h e re  could she have g on e so quickly! It 
w as at least fifty yards from  our gate to the com er o f  the street, and  
there w as no gate along that stretch o f  w all, either on our side o f  the 
street or across the w ay.

I ran to the co m e r  w ith the persuasion that i f  it had been possible  
for her to have reached that far then certainly she w ou ld  be right there. 
Im m ediately I looked to  the right but she w as not there. A s  I ran to the 
com er I could look  d ow n  our street for nearly h a lf a m ile , and there 
w ere no  openings in the w all in that direction. O n both sides were 
large corrals. The sam e w as true o f  the street to m y  left.

W h ere  could she b e? T he closest gate w as to m y  right and that 
nearly a block aw ay. There I ran (and m y days on the track team  in 
school stood m e in g o o d  stead at the age o f  tw en ty-fou r) . I rushed in
side the open gate and there tw o o f  m y  closest neighbors were repair
ing the spokes in a large w ooden  w heel. H astily I inquired, "D id  an 
Indian w om an  ju st co m e in h ere?"

Both m en looked up from  their w ork and replied, "N o  sir."

"I  m ean ju st n o w ," I insisted.

"N o  sir, w e have been right here in the gate for an hour or m ore, 
and nobody has entered or le ft during that tim e ."

I thanked them , and hastened back to the com er. There w as not a 
soul in sight. A t  the noon  hour there w ould be few  on the road since it 
w as tim e for lunch and the siesta.

She m ust be som ew h ere ; but where could she have g o n e? I waited  
there nearly ten m inutes looking in all directions, but no one appeared  
on the street. S low ly  I retraced m y steps to m y ow n gate, and after 
locking it again w ent back to the table.

"W h ere  have you  been so lo n g ? " inquired Friend W ife .

"T here w as an elderly w om an knocking on the gate. She prayed  
for us and invoked G o d ’ s b lessing upon us and then started dow n the 
street. I unlocked the gate and stepped out to call her, but she w as not 
along the wall as I had expected. So  I ran to the com e r and sought her, 
but in v ain ."

Strange!!

W e  spoke no m ore about the matter. H ow ever, for days afterward 
m y  ow n heart rem ained strangely m oved . It burned within m e as I re- 
cailled that Indian w o m a n ’ s prayer, and it w as strengthened by the 
blessing she had pronounced upon m e. There seem ed to be an arom a
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indescribably sw eet and indefinable w hich certainly did not com e from  
the flow ers in the garden. E ven n ow  as I write dow n these w ords for  
you , there com es anew the w itness o f  G o d ’ s Spirit to the ministry' o f  
that stranger.

A fte r  som e days, I began to reflect upon that w ord in H ebrew s  
13 :2 , "B e  not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby som e have  
entertained angels unaw ares." I began to understand that the A lm ig h ty  
had none o f  H is earthly servants at hand to encourage tw o  you ng m is
sionaries, so H e w as pleased to send an angel from  heaven.

N o t long after that heavenly visitation, I w as stricken with typhus 
fever w hile visiting som e Indians high in the m ountains above the city. 
In the providence o f  G o d  I w as able to return hom e on horseback de
spite great pain and frequent periods o f  unconsciousness. From  that 
sam e little hom e and gate I w as carried b y  som e Indians to the railroad 
station (because G eorge P. S im m on s o f  the A m erican B ible Society  
found us in our desperate need). The rest o f  that story—h ow  I was  
raised up to health and strength after being diagnosed as d ying, in fact a  
coffin  w as bought and Friend W ife  dyed her w edding dress black for  
the funeral service — is w ell k now n  to you , I ’ m  sure.

Through all that deep testing, and over the m any years since then, 
there has rem ained the g lo w  o f  G o d ’ s blessing pronounced by so m e
one w ho looked exactly like a little old Q uichua Indian w om an.

I am  persuaded that such experiences are more com m o n  than w e  
think. It is not our province to contact angels or to m anufacture cir
cum stances in w hich w e think they should appear for our h elp ; rather, 
the A lm ig h ty  has H is ow n  w ay  o f  helping H is people. H e  uses H is  
word to that end, and on occasion  H e sends som e servant o f  H is , ju st as 
H e sent G eorge Sim m ons to us.

There are tim es and circum stances, how ever, when G o d  is pleased  
to send help directly from  heaven, and that assistance alw ays takes us 
unawares. Perhaps not until lon g afterwards, perhaps never in this life, 
w ill w e understand w ho w as the stranger w ho helped u s -a n d  he looked  
ju st like a citizen o f  the place in w hich  w e were then situated.

[From the Wheaton College Bulletin, Dec. 1959; condensed. 
Dr. Edman was president o f  Wheaton College for many years.]
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SATAN RULES, 
GOD OVERRULES

J. R . Clark

T he B ible teaches that Satan n ow  rules in the kingdom  o f  earth. 
That fact explains the law lessn ess w hich is rampant in the w orld today. 
Soon  after the L ord  Jesus w as baptized by John, the Spirit let H im  into 
the wilderness to be tem pted o f  the devil. In one o f  these tem ptations  
the devil took H im  into an exceedingly  high m ountain and show ed H im  
all the k in gdom s o f  the w orld in a  m om ent o f  tim e. W h a t a picture 
this m ust have been! Th is w as calculated to sw eep  H im  o f f  H is feet. 
A n d  the devil said unto H im , “ T o  thee w ill I g ive  all this authority and 
the g lory o f  th em ; for it has been delivered unto m e , and to w h o m so 
ever 1 w ill I g iv e  it. I f  thou therefore wilt w orship before m e it shall all 
be th in e ."  I f  this tem ptation had been su ccessful it w ould have  
w recked the plan o f  salvation!

T he Lord w as to gain these kingdom s, but b y  the w a y  o f  the cross. 
The devil w as proposing a short-cut w hereby the L ord  could bypass the 
cross. The “ father o f  liars”  w as speaking truth this tim e when he said  
that the k in gdom s o f  earth had been delivered unto h im ; otherw ise it 
w ou ld  not have been  a  tem ptation. The Lord w ou ld  have know n i f  S a 
tan w ere lying.

Other passages support the fact that Satan now rules in the king
doms of this earth. In 2  Corinthians 4 :4 , he is called  “ the god  o f  this 
w o rld .”  In John 1 4 :2 0 , he is the “ prince o f  the w o r ld .”  In Ephesians 
2 :2 , he is the "prince o f  the pow ers o f  the air.”  T o  cap it all John says, 
“ The w hole w orld  lieth in the evil o n e .”  But who delivered the king
doms to Satan? Only God would have had the authority to do 
that.

Satan rules, but God overrules. Satan’s power is limited by the 
One Who delivered the kingdoms unto him. G o d  is still in c o m 
m and. Satan had to clear the matter with G o d  before he could tem pt 
Job. A n d  in the N e w  Testam ent he had to ask G o d  before he could sift 
Peter as wheat. O n e day N ebuchadnezzar w as w alking upon the r o o f  
o f  his royal palace in B ab ylon , congratulating h im s e lf  for building such  
a w onderful dw elling place. W h ile  the w ord w a s in the k in g ’ s m outh, 
there fell a  voice from  heaven saying, “ O  king N ebuchadnezzar, to 
thee it is spoken: T h e kingdom  is departed from  thee; and thou shalt be 
driven from  m en . . . until thou know  that the M o st  H igh  ruleth in the 
kingdom  o f  m en , and giveth it to w h om soever he w il l .”  In R om ans  
13:1 Paul puts it this w a y , “ the pow ers that be are ordained o f  G o d .”  
Satan rules, but G o d  overrules. “ Jehovah sitteth as K ing for ever”  (Ps.
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9 :7 ) . “ Jehovah is king fo r  ever and ev er”  (Ps. 1 0 :1 6 ) . "N o w  unto the 
K ing eternal, im m ortal, invisible, the only  G od , be honor and glory  for  
ever and ev er”  (1 T im . 1 :1 7 ) . Y eti, “ the earth is the L ord ’ s and the fu l
ness t h e r e o f ’ (Ps. 2 4 :1 ) . H e  is K in g o f  kings and Lord o f  lords!

There, is another chapter in this story o f  the m lership o f  this earth, 
Satan’ s dom inion over the kingdom  shall be wrested from  him  and 
given to the Son and H is  saints. T he Lord w ill have ultimate victory.

In D aniel 7 the Son o f  m an is seen com ing with the clouds o f  
heaven “  . . . and there w as g iven  unto him  dom inion, and glory , and a 
kingdom , that all the p eop les, nations, and languages should serve him : 
his dom inion is an everlasting dom inion , which shall not pass aw ay, 
and his kingdom  that w hich  shall not be destroyed.”

Further dow n in this chapter w e leam  that this kingdom  shall be 
“ under the w hole heaven ,”  and shared with the saints. In the section o f  
the B oo k  o f  Revelation that records the “ things that shall com e to pass 
hereafter”  w e find this statem ent, “ The kingdom  o f  the w orld is be
com e the kingdom  o f  our Lord and his Christ, and he shall reign for  
ever and ever”  (R ev . 1 1 :1 5 ) . In Psalm  2 G o d  says to H is Son , “ A sk  o f  
m e and I w ill g ive thee the nations for thine inheritance, and the utter
m ost parts o f  the earth fo r  thy possession . Thou shalt break them  with  
a rod o f  iron; A n d  thou shalt dash them  in pieces like a  potter’ s ves
se l.”  In Rev. 2 :2 6 , 27  Christ repeats this prom ise. In R ev. 3 :21  H e  
says, “ H e that overcom eth , I w ill g ive  to sit dow n with m e in m y  
throne, as I also overcam e, and sat dow n with m y Father in H is  
throne.”  A g ain , “ H e shall have dom inion  from  sea to sea, and from  
the river unto the ends o f  the earth”  (Ps. 7 2 :8 ) . The judgem ents pic
tured in the B ook  o f  R evelation  are, am ong other things, a clean-up e x 
ercise, for “ H e w ill destroy them  that destroy the earth,”  preparatory 
for the reign o f  the Son and H is ow n. The zeal o f  Jehovah shall per
form  this.

W h a t does all o f  this have to do with us today? It is helpful to 
know  that Satan rules, to the end that w e be w atchful, that w e put on  
the w hole arm or o f  G o d , that w e m ay stand against the w iles o f  the 
devil. A lso  w e can rest in the kn ow ledge that G od  overrules, that H e  
has everything under control, including Satan. W e  can take courage  
from  the fact the devil ultim ately shall be deposed from  his dom inion, 
and the kingdom  under the w hole heavens w ill be given to the Son and 
H is saints.

[J R. Clark w as a form er editor o f  Word and Work.]
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How Should We INTERPRET Scripture?

HERMENEUTICS
A  Never-Finished Calling

M ik e A rm our

A s  I m ade m y  w ay  through the serving line, she slipped up b e 
side m e , "A r e  you  planning to eat with som eone in particular?" she 
asked. " N o . , "  I answ ered. "T h e n  w ould  you  m ind i f  I jo in ed  y o u ? "  
she inquired. "T h e r e ’ s a  question I ’ ve alw ays w anted to  ask y o u ."

I had seen her several tim es in audiences all along the W e s t  Coast. 
She w as a lo v e ly  lady, quite pleasant, probably in her m id-seventies. 
"S u r e ,"  I said. "L e t ’ s find a table aw ay from  the crow d so w e can talk ."

I led the way as w e w eaved through the throng o f  people blan
keting the church yard. In the shade o f  a m assive evergreen, w e  
spied a table that prom ised a  place for quiet conversation. Slipping  
onto the bench, I w ondered w hat her question w ould  be. Probably  
nothing o f  m ajor im port, I m used.

Leaning forw ard and peering intently at m e , she laid out her 
question. "T h is  is w hat I w ant to k n o w ," she explained, jab bin g  her 
upturned fork in the air to punctuate her w ords. "H o w  should w e in
terpret the N e w  Testam ent? Should w e interpret the N e w  Testa
m ent the w ay  it interprets the O ld  Testam ent? A n d  i f  not, w h y  n o t?"

H er question caught m e totally o f f  guard. S w allow in g  hard, I 
al m ost choked on  a  bite o f  food. "S o  m uch for trivial conver
sation ," I thought as I cleared m y  throat. T hen, to have a  m om ent  
to regain m y  com posure, I encouraged her to elaborate on w hat she 
m eant.

"W e l l , take the sy n a go gu e ," she began. " A s  far as I can see , there 
is nothing in the O ld  Testam ent that authorizes it, either b y  c o m 
m and, exam ple, or necessary inference. Y e t  by N e w  Testam ent 
tim es, the synagogue w as apparently the prim ary center for Jewish  
w orship, especially  outside Judea, nor any o f  his apostles ever spoke  
out against the synagogues as a  violation o f  G o d ’ s law . In fact, 
they w orked within the synagogues w henever they could. W h y  did 
they do that i f  there w as no biblical warrant for a synagogue in the first 
p lace?"

Pausing to take a sip o f  tea, she; added, "S o m e  people have told  
m e that the synagogue w as ju st an expediency. B ut i f  that’ s the case, 
it w as sure one w hopper o f  an e x p e d ie n c y ! Just h ow  far can w e go
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w ith creating alternate organizations to do G o d "s  w ork in the nam e 
o f  expedien cy?"

B y  n ow  I knew  this w as goin g  to  be no ordinary lunch. W h a t  fo l 
lo w ed  for the next hour and a h a lf  w as one o f  the m ost intriguing dis
cussions in m y  thirty years o f  m inistry. She w as not one to settle for  
superficial answers nor did she hesitate to pont out the places where  
she thought m y  responses weak.

M oreover, in her o w n  inim itable w ay, she had raised one o f  the 
m o st profound issues fo r  any believer. N am ely , h o w  do w e establish  
rules for interpreting the B ible? A n  appeal to biblical authority re
quires such rules. W ith ou t them , w e  cannot distinguish w hat Scrip
ture sanctions from  w hat it forbids. Y e t  the B ible never sets out a 
com prehensive guide for interpreting its pages. Instead, it presum es  
that w e , as readers, are able to develop  those guidelines ourselves. That 
forces all o f  us to practice herm eneutics. The task is inescapable.

Hermeneutics — A continuing Task

The purpose o f  herm eneutics is to identify, critique, and im prove  
the rules w e use to interpret the B ible. T o  the degree w e ever interpret 
Scripture, each o f  us has a  personal hermeneutic. W e  m ay  not have ar
ticulated it precisely. W e  m ay not have even thought it through fully. 
B ut w e draw on it every  tim e w e appeal to the biblical com m and s or 
exam ples to ju stify  w hat w e do. W e  draw on it again w hen w e differ  
w ith som eone on h ow  a specific passage applies to m o d e m  life.

In the past w e have seen renew ed interest in herm eneutics. M an y  
have greeted this developm en t with enthusiasm . Others have greeted it 
with alarm. Th ey see n o  point in rethinking the principles w e  use to in
terpret the Bible. Indeed, they v iew  the entire enterprise as fraught with  
danger. T h ey  fear it is a subtle effort to underm ine faith. I o ften  sense 
that fear w hen som eone says, "W h y  all this talk about reexam ining our, 
herm eneutic? W h y  rew ork questions that w e answ ered fu lly  genera
tions a g o ? "

H o w  I wish I could help people assuage that fear. It is altogether  
unnecessary. I personally have been  teaching w orkshops on herm e
neutics since the m id -1 9 7 0 ’ s, never once with the intention o f  under
m ining faith. M y  g oa l has alw ays been to establish faith on a surer 
foundation o f  biblical interpretation. A n d  I can say the sam e for dozens  
o f  others w ho teach on this subject.

The truth is, the study o f  herm eneutics is tim ely  in every genera
tion, especially ours. W h y ?  Because the herm eneutic task is never  
totally finished, never com p letely  done. A  variety o f  reasons m ake  
this the case. I want to touch on ju st three o f  them  here. I am  not neces
sarily grouping these reasons in order o f  im portance, but rather in a
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sequence that conform s m ost naturally w ith the space I have to de
velop  them

1. Each Generation Brings New Questions To The Text

First, the task o f  herm eneutics is n ever finished because each  
generation brings new  questions to the biblical text. In that regard 
w e can com pare herm eneutics to the w riting o f  history. H istory, 
like herm eneutics, is not so m u ch  a recounting o f  the past as it is a 
dialogue betw een the present and the past. T h e problem s and issues 
o f  the present set the tone for that dialogue.

For instance, until w e develop ed  broad sensitivity to racism , 
historians did n ot generally lo ok  at the past in term s o f  racial tension. 
N o r  did they usually pursue the subject o f  class warfare before  
M arxist id eolo gy  gained prom inence. B ecause racial warfare were 
not driving concerns, historians did not explore them .

This explains w h y w e keep publishing n ew  w orks o f  history. 
It is not because the historians o f  an earlier day w ere in com pe
tent. T hey w ere often brilliant scholars. B ut w e have questions about 
the past that they never entertained.

The sam e thing occurs with herm eneutics. N o  m atter how  tow ering  
the intellect o f  an earlier age, our forefathers in the faith focu sed on the 
questions o f  their ow n day, not ours. T h ey  did not w ork out rules o f  in
terpretation in a vacuum  or in an om niscient anticipation o f  every ques
tion w e w o u ld  ever bring to the text. T h ose great m en and w om en  o f  
faith sought a herm eneutic that w as adequate fo r  the issues they faced  
personally.

A n d  they did an adm irable jo b  o f  it. W h e re  their m ethods o f  
interpretation still serve us adequately tod ay, w e have no need to toss 
their contributions aside. B ut w e also have the right to ask i f  their 
m ethods are indeed still adequate for the realities with w hich w e cur
rently struggle.

Just to cite a single exam p le, look  at the profound ethical is
sues that m ed ical technology and genetic engineering have thrust 
upon us. W e  could not have anticipated those questions a genera
tion ago , and m uch less a hundred years ago . A n d  for guidance on  
those issues, w e increasingly find ourselves goin g  to the O ld  
Testam ent. (Think how  often you hear the O ld  Testam ent quoted  
in debates on abortion alon e.) This happens because the O ld  T e s 
tam ent says m uch m ore about the nature o f  hum an life than does the 
N ew .

T o  turn to the O ld Testam ent, h ow ever, com p els us to re
think h ow  w e interpret its principles. T he A m erican  Restoration
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M ovem en t has historically stressed a sharp discontinuity betw een  
the O ld  and N e w  Testam ents. A s  w e m ake m ore frequent recourse to  
the O ld  Testam ent, it seem s appropriate to ask, "H a v e  w e so m e
tim es overstated the discontinuity b etw eeM oses and Jesu s?" O r to  
ask anew, "W h a t  factors govern  whether O ld  Testam ents values carry 
over to twentieth century liv in g ?" But w hen w e ask such questions, 
w e have opened our herm eneutic for fresh exam ination.

2. Each Generation Brings New Urgency To Old Questions

Second, the task o f  herm eneutics is never finished because each  
generation presses certain previously asked questions with a  n ew  sense 
o f  urgency. T o  cite a single exam p le ., w hat w ould  happen i f  your  
church announced a w eek lon g  series o f  lessons on the subject o f  
Christian attitudes tow ard slavery'? H o w  m an y people w ould  you  
expect to show  up? N o t very  m an y , I im agine. W h y ?  B ecause slavery  
is not a pressing question for us.

A  hundred and fifty  years ago , things w ere altogether different. 
A  debate or discussion on slavery w as bound to draw an enthusias
tic crow d. O n the other hand, there w ould have been far less enthusi
asm  in 18 50  about a w eek lon g  study on the role o f  w om en . A fter  
all, w om en had no right to vote. T h ey  could not hold public o ffice . 
They could not sit on juries. In m any locales they could not ow n  prop
erty in their ow n  right. N o  one — not even w o m en  them selves, for  
the m ost part — were asking serious questions about the role o f  
w om en in the church.

W h a t a  contrast to the w orld w e know . W o m e n ’ s issues are 
as pressing today as slavery w as then. N o w  take this one step further. 
I f  you  and I w ere asked to develop an adequate herm eneutic for resolv
ing the slavery issu e:, h ow  m uch o f  our best thinking w ou ld  w e give  
the effort? Probably not very m uch. T he subject w ou ld  excite no pas
sion in us. W e  w ould  find it. unengaging.

Sim ilarly, the question o f  the role o f  w om en  did not strike the same 
resonant chord in earlier generations that it does in us. Should w e e x 
pect those earlier generations to have thought through the role o f  
w om en  any m ore rigorously than w e have thought though the issues  
o f  slavery? Should w e be surprised i f  they probed no ts on m ale-fem ale  
relationships than w e have on texts regarding slaves?

This does not m ean that w e sum m arily dism iss everything that 
our forebears have said about m ale and fem ale roles in the church. 
But it does suggest that w e should not sim ply parrot their conclusions  
without first rethinking those conclusions for ourselves. W h e n  old  
questions press th em selves with a  new  intensity, w e ’ ll need to exam ine  
them with a fresh vigor.
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3. Time Reveals Problems With Past Suppositions

Third, the task o f  herm eneutics is never finished because, with tim e, 
w e see previously  unnoticed (and som etim es, unw orkable) impli cations  
o f  our herm eneutics presuppositions. O ne o f  the m ost striking ex a m 
ples o f  this in our ow n  history is the shift in perspectives on m illennial 
issues. L ike m any evangelical thinkers o f  his day , A lexander C am p 
bell w as a  postm illennialist . The title o f  his renow ned journal The  
Millennial Harbinger bespoke his undying confiden ce that a M e ss i
anic m illennium  on earth la y  ju st o ver the horizon. Because o f  
C am p b ell’ s influence, post-m illennial v iew s w ere com m onplace  
in restorationist circles. The postm illennialism  o f  the nineteenth cen 
tury grew  out o f  an underlying optim ism  about m ankind. It w as a 
century o f  am azing advances. W ith in  the lifespan o f  one generation, 
w e w iped out slavery, discovered h ow  m icrobes cause disease, har
nessed the pow er o f  steam , and learned to beam  m essages across the 
continent at the speed o f  light. Technical and scientific advances 
w ere proceeding at breakneck speed. It w as easy to believe that the 
w orld w as b ecom in g  a better and m ore m orally  sensitive place, where, 
one b y  one, w e  w ere eradicating all the w o rld ’ s ills.

That presupposition becam e a filter through w hich people read 
the B ible. Postm illennial optim ism  fit naturally with the m ood o f  the 
day. That all cam e to an end with the daw ning o f  the twentieth cen 
tury, The horrors o f  the First W o rld  W a r , the rise o f  Leninism , and the 
near triumph o f  N aziism  shattered the optim ism  that undergirded 
postm illennialism . W ith in  a hundred years o f  C a m p b e ll’ s death, post- 
m illennialists w ere all but unknow n in the Restoration M ovem en t.

W h a t occurred with m illennial issues on a larger scale occurs c o m 
m on ly  w ith other herm eneutic issues on a  sm aller scale. There are p o si
tions I once held staunchly that I no longer advocate. I eventually cam e  
upon situations (m any o f  them in coun sellin g) w here those positions  
w ere sim ply  too inflexible or too untenable. W h e n  things like that hap
pen, w e end up in revisiting the herm eneutic presuppositions that led us 
to a faulty conclusion. O nly by exam ining those presuppositions v igor
ously do w e  reduce the likelihood o f  sim ilar m istakes in the future.

W e  need never apologize, therefore, for rethinking our herm e
neutic. It is neither a  sign o f  disrespect for the past nor for the scholar
ship o f  the past. It is instead a reflection o f  our com m itm ent to integrity 
is the w a y  w e treat G o d ’ s W o rd . H on esty  with the tewith ourselves  
com pels us at tim es to question conclusions w e have long held. 
But there is nothing w rong with honest questioning. Jesus never  
ducked an honest question (although he ducked som e dishonest 
ones), and neither should we.

--F ro m  Image, 9 /1 0 /9 5 , by perm ission.
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Three Stages of (Spiritual)

M ik e Cope

Stage One o f  child/parent relationships: "My parents can do no wrong" 
Ah, those were the days, weren’ t they? The adoring eyes, the confident look, 
the trusting hand. I have a three year old, and what a joy  to be in the "if the 
whole world thinks one thing and my daddy thinks another thing the whole 
world is wrong" stage! When my first son was at the same early stage, he 
asked me if Michael Jordan could jump as high as I can. "Why yes, he can," I 
smiled, not bothering to add, "at least that high."

Stage Two o f  child/parent relationships: "My parents are so dumb." Did I 
mention that I also liave a fourteen year old? This is the stage where we can 
see our parents’ faults as if they were projected on a jumbotron. The problem 
is that we parents can’ t help it. Our parents were dumb. And so were their par
ents. We come from a long line o f  dumb parents.

Stage Three o f  child/parent relationships: "My parents have both 
strengths and weaknesses, and I'm thankful for their love." This is the mature 
view that we parents o f  adolescents long for, hope for, pray for! (If it doesn’t 
really exist, please don’ t tell us!)

Aren’t these the same three stages many o f  us have experienced as w e’ve 
come to terms with our heritage in Churches o f  Christ?

For many years I blindly defended my religious heritage: it could do no 
wrong. It was the fully restored first century church (a scary thought, if you ’ve 
read the New Testament!). I believed that we and we alone were God’ s peo
ple. By my early twenties, I was speaking on radio and television to "defend 
us." (I hope none o f  those tapes have survived in some dusty archive.) I pub
lished an article in Contending for the Faith.

I’ m so glad God wouldn’ t let me remain in this stage o f  underdevelop
ment. It’s childish. And yet all over I hear people who go ballistic any time 
our heritage is challenged and prodded. Are we that fragile? Are we really so 
afraid o f  rethinking something? Are we alone G od ’ s people?

Then I flip-flopped into the second stage: my religious heritage could do 
no right. It was small-minded, prideful, and guilty o f  questionable biblical 
study methods. I understood those who thought they had to leave Churches o f  
Christ in order to faithfiilly follow Jesus Christ.

I’ m so glad God wouldn’t let me remain in this stage, either. He con
victed me o f  my own selfabsorbed, adolescent attitude in many ways. But he 
especially used a Tennessee minister I’d never met. A  little pamphlet he’d 
written came across my desk in North Carolina, and I consumed it. Here was a
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man who knew our faults, yet didn’t hate us. He also knew our strengths and 
our healthy roots. He loved this heritage despite its short-comings.

I made a blind call to him, assuming I probably wouldn’t be able to speak 
with him because o f  his busy schedule. But even though he’d never heard my 
name, Rubel Shelly answered. In our brief conversation, he said that he under
stood my frustrations but encouraged me to reexamine our strengths.

Very slowly since then, God has brought me to the third stage. I now can 
see our weaknesses without despising our heritage. I now understand that 
every religious group, no matter how wonderful it may look from the outside, 
as its failings. Until Jesus returns, no one will fully arrive! We are imperfect 
people whose reading and obeying o f  Scripture is imperfect. Future genera
tions who may look back on my sermons and writings will find themselves 
asking, "How could he have said TH AT?" just as I ’ve wondered about men 
and women before me. We are all limited in our understanding.

Now I ’ve also been able to see again the strengths o f our heritage:

•  We have encouraged people to go back again and again to Scripture, 
believing that it is authoritative;

•  We have focused on the gospel-proclaiming events o f  baptism and 
communion;

•  We have called for Christians to be united, claiming to be "Christians 
only, but not the only Christians",

•  We have taught the priesthood o f  all believers, exhorting all Christ-fol- 
lowers to minister in Jesus’ name.

Which stage are you in? Are you childishly stuck in the first stage where 
you can’ t stand to hear anyone challenge us or mention the "c-word" 
(change)? Or are you caught in the adolescent stage where all you can see is 
how "dumb" we are?

Get over it! Then ask God to help you mature. Churches o f  Christ have a 
heritage that is a mixed bag (like all groups). But haven’ t people-m aybe 
someone like YOU!--learned about our Lord in this heritage? Haven’ t some 
been immersed into him? Haven’t some been encouraged to read Scripture? 
Haven’t some been called to holy living?

May God himself teach us to love our brothers and sisters-living and 
dead-w ho share this heritage. And may He guide us to keep growing and to 
keep being transformed into the image o f  Jesus.

--From Wineskins, V ol II, #12, by permissioa
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To Change Or Not To Change
D en n y B oultinghouse

A m id  all the confusion  and talk about "change agents" and 
"chan ge in the church ," let us m ake a fe w  observations.

O f course, the church must not change. Everyone understands 
and b elieves this. The church m ust continue to  accept the N e w  T es
tam ent as the W o r d  o f  G od . For w ithout the W o r d  o f  G od , we  
have no faith. The church m ust a lw ays recognize that it is b lood  
bought. W e  m ust not take the b lood  out o f  die equation. W ithou t  
the b lood  o f  Jesus there is no church. T h e church m ust alw ays af
firm  the m iracles o f  Jesus: he either w alked on water or he didn’t. 
H e w as either raised from  the dead or he w asn ’t. A n d  the church  
m ust alw ays center its faith on the resurrection o f  Christ. W ithout  
the resurrection, w e have no system  o f  belief. W e  w ould  have no 
Christ to trust. Certain things about the church m ust never change.

O f course, the church must change. E veryone understands and 
believes this. H o w  can the church not change? Is it to be trapped 
in a sp ecific  tim e fram e? M u st w e really do  everything ju st like the 
early church did? D o  w e think the apostle Paul w ould  recognize  
what takes place in our assem blies? M o st  o f  w hat w e  do w ould be 
quite foreign  to him . H e w ou ld n ’t be fam iliar with Sunday school, 
song leaders, evening services, a fou r-poin t serm on (illustrated with 
appropriate jo k e s ), or pew s with everyone facing tow ard the pulpit; 
and he certainly w o u ld n ’ t know  to stand during the invitation song - -  
that is a recent addition.

It w ou ld  be absurd to take the position that w e cannot change. 
The B ible dem ands change. G o d  is a G o d  o f  change. Y e s , "Jesus is 
the sam e yesterday, today, and tom orrow " — he does not change in 
nature and character; but he does w ant us to change. G row th , repen
tance, m aturation, and study all dem and change; thus change  
w ill a lw ays be present in the church.

It is clear that the church m ust change; it is equally clear that the 
church m ust not change. R eally , everyone believes and practices 
this dich otom y. The real problem  com es w hen w e have to decide  
w hat cannot change and what can. This is where people begin to 
disagree. There are certain matters o f  faith that m ost w ou ld  agree 
cannot change. M o st w ou ld  agree that doctrine concerning G o d  and 
his nature, and teachings that relate to redem ption are matters o f  faith. 
But beyon d these basics and their im plications, there is m uch vari
ation.
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A s  necessary as change som etim es is, it often causes hurt 
a m on g honest, G o d -lo v in g  believers. L on g-tim e m em bers so m e 
tim es feel com pelled  to leave churches they have invested their 
lives in because o f  changes they feel are inappropriate. W h e n  this 
occurs, w e m ust realize that these people experience real pain and  
struggle as they m ake their decisions. W e  m ust take their hurts 
and concerns very seriously. W e  m u st honestly  hurt fo r  those w h o  
resist change.

B u t the solution to this problem  cannot be to avoid all change  
in order to avoid their hurt. Such a "so lu tio n " is neither biblical nor 
realistic. T o  bring a  little perspective to their pain, let’ s rem em ber  
that pain and hurt also occu r on the other side o f  the change fen ce. 
S o m e suffer w hen they hear the cla im  that the B ible is our only  
authority and then see us honor tradition over Scripture. Others 
hurt w hen they see the you n g  people o f  our congregations leav 
ing because w e refuse to be relevant (in a biblical sense, o f  cou rse!). 
H urt and discom fort cannot be the m ajor determiners o f  a ccep 
tance or rejection o f  change.

S o  h ow  do w e handle this tension betw een those w h o resist 
change and those w h o pursue change? W h ile  there are no sim ple an
sw ers, there are a fe w  sim ple principles that can guide us. Pray, 
pray, pray; and pray som e m ore. R em em b er that every Christian is a 
child o f  G o d . R em ind fo lk s that the B ib le  is the authority—n ot culture, 
not tradition, not personal preference, and not the w ay w e ’ ve a lw ays  
done it. L o v e  everyone—even those w h o feel com pelled  to leave. Je
sus lo ves people on both sides o f  these issues, and so  should w e. 
R esp ect the view points o f  all, even  i f  they appear silly to you . Treat 
others with the sam e kindness, courtesy, and fairness you  desire.

Teach  carefully and w ise ly . C om m unicate changes in the best 
possible w ay. B e w ise and prayerful about the tim ing o f  change. 
C hallen ge each other constantly w ith Scripture. R em ind you r broth
ers and sisters that Scripture alw ays dem ands change: grow th is 
change; learning is change. B e  clear about w hat can and cannot 
ch ange—the G osp el m essage n ever changes. Invest in efforts to  get 
to  kn ow  one another. Encourage interaction and relationship-build
ing. R em in d each other that since w e have been set free, w e m ust 
allow' and respect the freedom  o f  o th e r s -o n  both sides

A s  w e face the d ilem m a o f  w hat to change and w hat not 
to  change, w e m ust constantly rem ind our selves that our ulti
m ate desire is that the w ill o f  G o d  be done. Let us face , all such  
ch oices with hum ility, kindness, acceptance, and respect.

—From  N ov em b er/D ecem b er 1 9 96  I M A G E  by perm ission
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Growth and Change in the 
Small Church

G ary Pearson  
E vangelist, W estm inster (M arylan d ) Church o f  Christ 

[This church has grown in 14 years from  41 to 171, in an area 
where church growth is not common.]

Church grow th is not the m ost im portant subject but it is important. 
Far too m an y Churches o f  Christ are either declining or staying at 
about the sam e size year after year and even decade after decade.

O n e o f  m y  favorite church publications o f  all tim e w as the "o ld "  
F irm  F o u n d a tio n  w hen R euel L em m o n s w as the editor

A  preacher friend o f  m ine gave m e a big  stack o f  F irm  F o u n d a 
tio n s from  the 1 9 7 0 ’ s a couple o f  years ago . I enjoy going through  
them . I even  like to skim  the classified  section. I cam e across a church  
in a northeastern state w hich w as advertising for a preacher’ s in the 
1 9 7 0 ’ s. T h ey  were a congregation o f  5 0  and claim ed that they had  
great grow th potential. It ju st so happened that the day before the latest 
edition o f  our regional church directory had com e in the m ail. It o c 
curred to m e h ow  interesting it w ou ld  be to look  this church up in the 
n ew  directory and see how  m uch it’ s grow n  over the last tw o decades. 
That church o f  5 0  with great grow th potential in the 1 9 7 0 ’ s is now  a  
church o f  ...5 0 .

I w ish  that w ere an isolated case but it’ s not. In W estm inster w e ’ re 
a part o f  the G reater Baltim ore m etropolitan area. M o st o f  the dozen  or 
so congregations w e have in m etropolitan B altim ore are sm aller today  
than they w ere w hen I m oved  to M aryland in 1983 .

W e  are b y  far in Churches o f  Christ a fellow ship  o f  sm all churches. 
A ccord in g  to D r. M a c  Lynn in 1 9 94  the average m ainline Church o f  
Christ has a m em bership o f  113. O ut o f  1 3 ,0 0 0  congregations, over  
1 1 ,4 0 0  have m em berships less than 2 0 0 . T h e continued stagnation and 
decline o f  our sm all churches is one o f  the greatest threats to our viabil
ity in the next century as a brotherhood.

The g o o d  new s is that it;doesn ’ t have to be this w ay. The sm all 
church can grow . G row th is alm ost never quick or easy but there are 
things that w e can do that w ill a llow  the church to grow . I use that 
w ording intentionally. M o st o f  the tim e churches are their ow n w orst 
enem y w hen it com es to growth. O ccasion ally  som e negative external 
factors m ay  be overw helm ing but usually the obstacles to our growth
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are internal. That’ s sad but it does m ean that w e have the option o f  d is
m antling tho^e obstacles.

M y  basic philosophy o f  church grow th is quite sim ple : If we work 
with God to build a better church, then the church will grow natu
rally by attracting and retaining more people. T h is is die opposite  
o f  our traditional approach w hich w as: I f  w e reach m ore people then 
the church w ill grow . That approach is reflected in our em phasis on 
personal evangelism .

N o w  d o n ’ t g et m e w ron g. M a n y  people have been brought to 
Christ through personal evangelism . I ’ m  for it and I ’ ve done it and w ill 
continue to do  it w henever I have opportunity. But personal evan gel
ism  in and o f  itse lf w ill rarely cause a church to experience long-term  
sustained grow th. In the first place, w e talk about personal evangelism  
a lot m ore than w e actually do  it. In the second place, our churches 
often do not hold on to the people w e do reach

I know  o f  a  church o f  a fe w  hundred that baptized over fifty p e o 
ple into Christ in one year b y  em phasizing personal evan gelism . Five  
years later, you w ou ld  have been hard-pressed to find m ore than a  few  
o f  those folks around. N o , the church is m ore than ju st the recipient o f  
grow th. The church is itse lf the greatest hum an factor determ ining  
whether it w ill grow  and, i f  so , whether it w ill hold on to  the fo lk s w h o  
m ake up the grow th. T h at’ s w hy I ’m  basing everything else on this 
foundation principle that i f  w e w ork with G od  to build a better church  
then the church w ill grow  naturally by attracting and retaining m ore  
people.

W ith  that in m ind, I w ant to share with you five recom m endations  
for growth and change in the sm aller church. I link grow th and change  
because they are generally inseparable.

First, maximize your base. W h a t is our base? O ur base , in term s  
o f  the segm ent o f  the population from  w hich w e are m ost likely to  
draw our m em bers, is people w h o have som e background in w hat w e  
usually call the Restoration M o vem en t. I ’ m  not saying this is the lim it 
o f  our outreach but this is w here w e begin. I f  w e neglect our base, 
w e ’ re probably not reaching m any other folks anyw ay.

This base is a b igger group o f  people than w e m ight first think. It 
g oes w ell beyond the card-carrying m em ber o f  the Church o f  Christ 
w h o m ov es to tow n on  Friday and places m em bership on Sunday. It 
g o es  so  far as to include the unchurched parson w h o se  only  b ack
ground in religion w as to be taken to church or V acation  B ible S ch ool 
a fe w  tim es as a child in one o f  our congregations. Som etim es that is 
all the background it takes for som eon e to turn first to us w hen he or 
she reaches a point in life where they are searching for the Lord. That
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childhood experience m ay have le ft them  with a w arm  feeling tow ard  
the Church o f  Christ that resurfaces later in life. Practically any b ack
ground at all in our m ovem en t increases the likelihood significantly  
that w e can reach and keep these people.

Sp ecifica lly , h ow  do w e m ax im ize  our base? W e  m axim ize our 
base b y  being open to people from  all parts o f  our m ovem ent. W e  are 
such a diverse m ovem en t. In W estm in ster  over the years w e have had 
m em b ers from  pre-m illennial, m utual edification, one cup, charism atic, 
noninstitutional and instrumental backgrounds as w ell as, o f  course, 
from  plain old vanilla  m ainline Churches o f  Christ. That diversity has 
enriched the quality o f  our congregational life im m easurably. The  
thought o f  being in a congregation in w hich everyone has the sam e  
opinions on all these matters n ow  sounds so  bland to m e.

H as our diversity caused p ro blem s? O n ly  rarely. In fourteen years  
w e 'v e  lost tw o fam ilies due to doctnnal disagreem ents and one other 
fam ily  m oved  to our tow n and w o u ld  not darken our door because o f  
our doctrinal diversity. W e ’ ve gained far m ore people than w e ’ ve lost  
by genuinely w elco m in g  people from  all parts o f  our m ovem en t. W e  
d o n ’ t treat them as second-class m em b ers. W e  encourage them  to be 
ju st as involved as th ey ’ re w illing to be.

W e  also m axim ize our base b y  actively  seeking to help new com ers  
with backgrounds in our m ovem en t b eco m e connected to our church as 
soon as possible after they first visit our services. I especially treat this 
as one o f  m y  high priority duties. D o  not take it for granted that C hris
tians w hose backgrounds are in our m ovem en t w ill autom atically place  
m em bership in our churches w hen they m o v e into our com m unities. I f  
w e take that for granted then w e ’ ll see m any o f  them once, tw ice or a 
few  tim es and then th ey ’ ll disappear. W e  m ay  discover later that 
th ey ’ re n ow  m em bers in a congregation farther from  their h om e than  
w e are W h y ?  B ecause they found it easier to connect with that con 
gregation.

I do  w hatever it takes to m ake this connection with new  people  
w h o surface. I f  they let m e, I ’ ll visit them  or g o  out to eat with them  or 
have them  over to eat. In som e w a y  I try to quickly establish so m e d e 
gree o f  rapport with them . A  m od est am ount o f  effort in the beginning  
can secure a fam ily  for our congregation w h o w ill be a blessing to us 
for years to com e. I f  w e neglect that early w indow  o f  opportunity, 
w e ’ re not likely  to get another one.

The second recom m endation is: Encourage long-term ministry 
by being good to your preacher. N o w  a long-term  m inistry in and o f  
itse lf is, o f  course, no guarantee that a church w ill grow . Y o u  m ay  
know' o f  a church that has plateaued or even declined with a long-term  
m inister. I doubt sen ou sly , h ow ever, i f  any o f  us know s o f  even  one
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congregation that has experienced significant and sustained long-term  
grow th without a  lon g-term  minister.

W h e n  you  think o f  our churches that have m ade a great im pact on  
their com m unity and within our brotherhood, they a lm ost alw ays have  
a  preacher w ho has been with them  so long that his nam e has becom e  
synon ym ou s with the congregation. Churches w hich  change preachers 
every three to six  years w ill not grow  — at least for very long. Even  
w hen m uch grow th takes place in a short-term  ministry' (w hich is less 
than seven years), g o  back to that church five or ten years later and that 
grow th is likely  to have dissipated.

The best w a y  to encourage long-term  m inistry is b y  m aking sure 
your preacher is so  happy w here he is that he d o esn ’ t even w ant to 
think about g o in g  anyw here else. T h ere’ s nothing like feelin g  appreci
ated. O ne o f  the reasons w e ’ re still in W estm in ster after fourteen years 
is because B ecki and 1 cannot im agine being anyw here w here w e  
w ou ld  be treated better than our brethren in W estm in ster treat us.

T h ey  have a lw ays been as generous financially with us as finances 
have allow ed. E ven  in tight budget years they find a w a y  usually to 
give m e som e kind o f  a raise.

For about a decade now  they have given  m e four w eeks vacation a 
year and another fiv e  w eeks a year for continuing education and/or  
speaking at other churches. I rarely ever take all that tim e but I sure 
feel appreciated know ing that it’ s there i f  I w'ant it. 
T h ey  pray for m e. T h ey  encourage m e. Th ey m ak e m e feel special. A  
death in the extended fam ily  or som e kind o f  crisis, they have been  
there for us so pow erfu lly . T h ey  have b ecom e fam ily  to us.

N on e o f  us kn ow s w hat the future holds but I cou ld  happily spend  
the rest o f  m y  life doing the w'ork o f  an evangelist with W estm in ster  
Church o f  Christ. N o w  w hen a church treats its preacher like that, h e ’ s 
goin g  to be staying a long tim e .

[T o  be concluded next m onth]
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W h a t  th e B ib le  T ea c h es  a b o u t...

V III. S I N
A le x  V . W ilso n

L et’ s start w ith a rev iew  o f  th is series o f  articles on w hat G o d ’ s 
w ord teaches regarding various important subjects. (A ctu a lly  w e are 
studying "do ctrin es," but d o n ’t  tell anyone that—for it’ s a dirty w ord to  
m any p e o p le !)

W e  began by seeing w hat th e  B ib le  claim ed to b e—G o d ’ s inspired 
m essage delivered through H is picked servan ts-an d  the m an y ev i
dences supporting that stupendous claim . That gave us a  foundation  
for the rest o f  our studies, fo r  all o f  them  are based on the B ible . The  
next four studies w ere on  o u r  M o s t  H ig h  G o d , C r e a to r  a n d  L o r d  o f  
all. W e  saw H is m ysterious O n e -in -T h r e e n e ss , and then turned the 
eyes o f  our hearts upon each o f  the Three H e has revealed H im se lf  to 
be: F a th e r  (H is m ajesty and m ercy), S on  (H is full deity and yet true 
m an hood ), a n d  H o ly  S p ir it  (H is  earlier self-lim ited w ork and H is  pre
sent unleashed m in-istries). Then w e studied G o d ’ s servants th e  a n 
g els, w h o  are spirits sent to serve us w ho w ill inherit salvation. W e  
fo llow ed  that with last m on th ’ s exam ination o f  occu lt activities in 
w h ich  d e m o n ic  fo rces a re  en g a g ed  as they try to lure us from  G od  
and holiness.

This brings us to the study o f  h u m a n ity  and  sin . Sadly those tw o  
subjects are so  intertwined that w e  cannot study one w ithout the other. 
H ow ever, W o r d  and W o r k ’ s them es for both Jan. and Feb. 19 9 6  were 
on the subject o f  hum an nature. The form er issue w as on "W h y  you  
are W h a t you are, and H o w  you  got that w a y ." It dealt prim arily with  
the influences that shape us. It also reflected on the relation betw een  
our tem peram ent and our character. The fo llow in g issue w a s entitled, 
"Understanding M ankind, Understanding M y s e lf ."  It exam ined ques
tions like "W h o  are w e , a n y w a y ?" and, "W h a t  is true hum an nature?" 
It answ ered: w e are sm all and puny, great and G od lik e, sinful and 
sp o ile d -a ll o f  the above , together! (C op ies o f  the 2nd issue, but not 
the 1st, are still available.)

Since the subject o f  hum an nature w as dealt with in som e depth 
last year, at this tim e w e  shall focus only  on sin. It’ s a  sad topic but ur
gently im portant to understand.

Various Aspects of Sin

The N  T . uses 5 w ords to express different aspects o f  sin. But to 
sim plify  matters som ew hat, w e ’ ll consider the 3 m ain w ords used in 
the O .T . Ponder the fo llow in g  verses:
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E x o d u s  3 4 :6 - 7 ,  R S V , "T h e  Lord passed before [M o se s], and pro
claim ed, ’ T he L ord , the Lord, a G od  m erciful and graciou s...forgiving  
iniquity and transgression and s in ....’ "  (the N I V  renders the last phrase, 
"fo rg iv in g  w ick edn ess, rebellion and s in .")

Psalm 3 2 :1 - 2  &  5 , R S V , "B lesse d  is he w h ose transgression is 
forgiven , w h ose sin is covered. B lessed is the m an to w h o m  the Lord  
im putes n o  in iquity....I acknow ledged m y  sin to thee, and I did not 
hide m y  iniquity; I said, ‘ I w ill con fess m y  transgressions to the 
L o rd ’ .. .."

Psalm 5 1 :1 - 2  &  5 , R S V , "H a v e  m ercy  on m e , 0  G od . ..blot out m y  
transgressions. W a s h  m e thoroughly from  m y  iniquity, and cleanse m e  
from  m y  s in !....B e h o ld , I w as brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did  
m y  m other con ceive m e ."

The repetition is obvious. The fo llow in g  facts em erge: (l)T h e re  is 
T R A N S G R E S S I O N , containing the ideas o f  rebellion, law lessness, 
w illfu l defiance. It in volves committing wrong.

(2 )T h ere is S IN . This is the m ost com m o n  o f  the three O .T . words. 
It m eans failure; shortcom ing; to m iss the target. It often involves  
omitting right (see James 4 :1 7 ) .

(3)T h ere is I N I Q U I T Y . Th is contains the idea o f  w ickedn ess, or  
evil as a principle m ore than an action. In the N  T ., 1 John 1 :8 -9  brings 
out this distinction (though it uses "s in " and "s in s " rather than iniq
uity). John w rites, " I f  w e claim  to be w ithout sin, w e deceive our
s e lv e s ....I f  w e con fess our sins, [G o d ]...w ill forgive us our sins.. ."  In 
this case, sin is the root and sins are its fruits. Sin is the evil disp osi
tion w hich produces sins or w rong acts, says the N .T . The O .T . agrees 
but uses different term inology: Iniquity is the evil nature w h ich  pro
duces transgressions. Iniquity then is the condition o f  being twisted, 
crooked or perverted. A n  old  creed defines it as the "in fection  o f  our 
nature." Richard D ow sett observes, "N o b o d y  [except Jesus] b o m  since 
A d a m  has com e unprogram m ed into the w orld. W e  all start bent, with  
plenty to urge and encourage us in a sinful direction ."

Which is the worst? A t  first transgression seem s to be the m ost 
serious, for it involves deliberate defiance. But Christians, w h o by  
definition are people w h o ’ ve repented and surrendered to the Lord, are 
probably least harassed by this aspect o f  evil. S om eon e observed that 
w e disciples are less likely to com m it w rong actions than w rong reac
tions. Think about it.

Iniquity is very apt to drag us dow n. It alw ays lurks near, seeking  
a chance to regain'the throne o f  our hearts. Other term s for it are "the  
flesh " or "sin fu l nature" w hich our M a y  ’ 9 7  issue explored in som e
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depth. W e  need to clarify our definition above, how ever. Spoken o f  in 
the singular, iniquity m eans the evil disposition w h ich  produces s i n s -  
as w e stated. But the plural, "in iq u ities," m eans w rong acts com m itted  
due to that evil disposition. Either w ay , our nature is em phasized. W e  
m ust be concerned not only with w hat w e do, but w hat w e are. M ore  
on that at the end.

The thought o f  sin scares m e the m ost, though. It is easy to feel 
sm u g over the yukky stu ff 1 d o n ’ t do, but be blind about the g oo d  I 
should do but d o n ’ t. The fo llow in g  quote hits the nail right on the 
head. Speaking o f  an 18th-century archbishop in Franch, Voltaire said, 
"That man is guilty o f  all the good he did not do!" O u ch ! H e  w as  
m erely echoing Jam es w ho said, "W h o e v e r  know s w hat is right to do  
and fails to do it, fo r  him  it is s in ." In Matt. 25 our Lord Jesus g iv es an 
extended three-point serm on based on that truth. N o b o d y  in those three 
parables is condem ned for com m itting evil, but m an y are condem ned  
for the g oo d  they never did See for yourself.

"Original Sin"

Som etim es y o u ’ ll hear or read the term "original s in ." W h a t does  
that m ean, and w hat is its source? It is not from  the B ib le  but a term  
coined by theologians as a sort o f  shorthand. Since it is not found in 
Scripture, w e m ust be careful i f  or when w e use such an expression, 
and not ju m p  to unwarrented conclusions.

H ere is one teacher’ s explanation: "T h e  B ible explains the univer
sal presence o f  sinfulness in terms o f  the solidarity o f  m ankind in 
A d a m  (1 Cor. 1 5 :2 2  &  R o m .5 : 1 2 ff  ). A d a m , b y  sinning, b ecam e a sin
ner by nature; A d a m ’ s descendents are b o m  sinners, and so sin b y  na
ture. ( G e n .5 :l -3 )  The traditional nam e for the IN B O R N  
D IS P O S IT IO N  O F  O P P O S IT IO N  T O  G O D  A N D  H IS  L A W  
[R o m .8 :7 ] W H I C H  W E  IN H E R IT  F R O M  A D A M  is ’ original s in .’ 
The term is not found in Scripture, but is appropriate, w hether w e take 
it as show ing that this disposition comes to us from the original 
m a n , or that it is in us fr o m  the moment of our own origin 
[P sa .5 1:5 ], or that all our acts of sin originate from it. T he Bible  
calls this disposition ’the fle sh ’ or the ’m ind o f  the fle sh ’ (R o m .8 :7 )  or 
sim ply ’ sin that dw ells in m e ’ (R o m .7 :2 0 ) . Th is attitude controls the 
conduct o f  every person w h o is not in Christ. W h e re  Christ does not 
rule, sin d o es ." (F rom  G o d ’s W o rd s, by Jam es Packer; em phasis 
added.)

D id you notice w hat he said? 1st, "T h e term [original sin] is not 
found in Scripture... "  2nd. "The Bible calls this disposition ’the 
flesh ’ . . . . "  The form er is a theological term: handle with care. Is it used  
to con vey  correct m eaning that agrees with G o d ’ s truth? The latter is a 
B ib-lical word, but even  then m ake sure you d o n ’ t m isdefin e it. Study
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it in context, (In som e passages "f le s h " has no sinful connotation at all: 
"T h e  w ord  b ecam e flesh and dw elt am on g us " )

T h e less w e use theological term s not found in Scripture, and c o n 
fine ourselves to B iblical vocabulary, the safer w e are. Y e t  w hen such  
th eological w ords are w id ely  used, w e m ay need to discuss them  and  
point out the correct and/or incorrect ideas people have about them . 
A n d  in som e cases such terms do serve as helpful shorthand or abbre
viation. L o ok  over that quotation from  Packer again. D id he use "o r ig i
nal sin " accurately and helpfu lly , or did he bring in unbiblical 
con cepts?

Rats in the Basement

In conclu sion , here’ s an excerpt from  C . S. L e w is ’ M ere Christian- 
iiy . It elaborates m uch o f  w hat this article has said about iniquity and  
original sin. L ew is wrote:

As time passes, we notice, besides our particular sinful acts, our 
sinfulness. We begin to be alarmed not only about what we do but 
about what we are.

I will try to make this clear from my own case. When I come to 
my evening prayers and review my sins o f  the day, nine times

out o f  ten the most obvious one is some sin against love: I have

sulked or snapped or sneered or snubbed or stormed. And the ex
cuse that immediately springs to my mind is that the temptation was 
so sudden and unexpected: I was caught o ff  my guard.

I had no time to collect myself. Now that may be a good excuse 
regarding those particular acts: they would obviously be worse if I 
had done them deliberately and in a premeditated way.

On the other hand, surely what a man does when he is

caught o ff guard is the best evidence for what sort o f  a man he 
is! Surely what pops out before the man has time to put on a disguise

is the truth. If there are rats in the cellar you are most likely to 
see them if  you go in veiy suddenly. But the suddenness does not

create the rats: it only prevents their hiding. In the same way the 
suddertness o f  the circumstance that provoked me does not make me 
an ill-tempered man; it only shows me what an ill-tempered

man I am. The rats are always there in the cellar, but if you go in 
shouting and noisily they take cover before you turn on the

light. Apparently the rats o f  resentment and meanness arc always 
there in the cellar o f  my soul.

Now that cellar is out o f  reach o f  my conscious will I can to 
some extent control my acts, but I have no direct control over my na
ture. And if  what we are matters even more than what we do.
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then it is clear that the change which I most need to undergo is a 
change that my own direct, voluntary efforts cannot bring about. A f
ter the first few steps in the Christian life we realize that everything 
which really needs to be done in our souls can be done only by God.
We, at the most, allow Him to do it in us.

Y e s , the B ible reveals the rats in our basem ent. But praise G o d , H e  
is a w onderful exterm inator. C all H im  and see.

Richard Ramsey
V irginia R am sey

L on gtim e m inister and business leader Richard D ean R am sey, 77 , 
died Tuesd ay, July 8 , 19 97  in H am m on d , La.

Survivors include his w ife  o f  51 years, V irgin ia  H a m s  R am sey; 
son, Richard D avis R am sey  o f  H am m on d ; and tw o grandchildren, Carl 
and A n n a  R a m se y , all o f  H am m on d : a sister, Ruth R am sey Grant, and 
a brother, A m b ro se  K n o x  R am sey, Jr., both o f  Baton R ouge.

A  native o f  Forest H ill, L a ., he w as best know n in the North Shore 
area as m inister o f  several churches o f  Christ after 19 5 2  and as 
ow ner/m anager o f  the B ib le  Shop in H am m on d after 1967.

In 1 9 5 6 , he founded the Church o f  Christ Student Center at South
eastern Lou isian a U niversity, the first such student outreach am ong  
Churches o f  Christ in Louisiana. H e taught B ible  classes and he taught 
Greek to Southeastern faculty m em bers.

H e began his fu ll-tim e ministerial career in 19 47  with the Seventh  
&  C am p Church o f  Christ in N e w  Orleans.

H e w as the publisher o f  The Exhorter w hich  w as a new spaper for 
Churches o f  Christ. H e later turned this o ver to the elders o f  the D en
ham  Springs, L a ., church and concentrated his efforts on the H ayden  
G rove Church o f  Christ near A m ite , La. , ,

For over four years he w as the speaker fo r  W o rd s  o f  L ife , an inter
national gospel ministry . H e had to discontinue1 this w hen he becam e  
ill late in 19 95 .

H e alw ays began the day on his knees in prayer. O n one occasion  
a visiting n eighbor child, friend o f  D avid , saw  him  on his knees by the 
bed so early in the m orning, and cam e into the kitchen and asked, 
“ M rs. R a m sey , does Bro. R am sey alw ays sleep like that?”  N o w  he 
sleeps in the realm  o f  the G o d  to w hom  he prayed.

251



SOLDIERS OF THE CROSS NEVER DIE: 
JESUS C A L L S  T H E M  H O M E !

B u ford  Sm ith

Brother Richard R am sey, an old  Soldier o f  the Cross, got his call 
the m orning o f  July 8 , 1 9 97 , and leaving every earthly possession  b e 
hind, he returned to the presence o f  his Lord and M aster, Jesus Christ. 
H is call from  G od  w as an answ er to his longing prayer.

T he com m ittee and sta ff at “ W o r d s  o f  L i fe ”  rejoice in his release 
from  the b od y o f  pain and suffering and the fulfilling o f  his life -lo n g  
dream —goin g  h om e to Jesus. H is  life , even  in suffering, w as an enthu
siastic recom m endation fo r  the cause o f  Jesus Christ! For som e four  
years B ro. Richard w as the evangelist on “ W o r d s  o f  L i fe .”

In 19 61 , M aude and I responded to Bro. R ichard’ s invitation to 
study the W o r d  w ith the intent to serve Jesus. In part, his invitation  
read, “ I can ’ t prom ise you m onetary support, but I prom ise you  I ’ ll 
share m y  last slice o f  bread with y o u .”  For tw o  years, he did that! H e  
sh ow ed us h ow  to live faithfully, h ow  to study the W o r d , h ow  to g ive  
selflessly , and h ow  to yield to the leading o f  the Spirit.

T hough Bro. Richard look ed  eagerly tow ard his heavenly h om e, 
w e grieve our loss o f  his presence, his unyielding faith in Jesus, his 
courage and his v ision , his zest fo r  life in anticipation o f  eternity, and 
his selflessness in giving his all to the cause o f  his Lord Jesus Christ.

—  From  W o r d s  o f  L ife  N ew s

VOICES from the FIELDS
Motoyuki Nomura July 10,1997

I have ju st read on the ACU Restoration Movement List a note from  
Paul A .  Clark on  the departure o f  Br. Richard R am sey. I n ow  praise 
G o d  for such a faithful saint like h im , and I thank H im  for H is  calling  
him  back H o m e in gloryland in H is grace. H is H eaven  has b ecom e one  
step closer again and I only pray that H e w ill help m e stay faithful in H is  
V in eyard till H e  calls m e back H o m e  according to H is tim e for m e.

Since M a y  w e have been taking care o f  a girl suffering from  m ental 
problem s. I a lw ays w onder m y s e lf  or ask m y s e lf  this question in a situ
ation w here I fully can not know  its answ er . . . saying what w ould  Jesus 
say or do i f  H e were with m e n ow  in physical form  . . .? W e  are learn
ing h o w  to serve her and her fam ily  w h o  know  H im  not.

I w ill be a bit m ore flee  after next M o n d a y , for w e are going to sp on 
sor a  m onthly preachers’ m eeting at our Bethany H om e. I am  hoping to
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tell our brethren som ething about the faith Brethren Stone, L ipscom b, 
H arding, A rm stron g , M o se r  as w ell as Br. B o ll, Br. R hodes and dow n to  
Frank M . M u llin s and L a V e m  H outz had in their hearts, that faith that 
has taught m e H is  grace and has sustained m e thus far.

Robert &  Joy Garrett June, 1997 PO
Box 30, Ruwa, Zimbabwe

M a y  2 6  (a  public holiday) was our retreat for young married cou 
ples. W e  had 19 couples! I f  you have forgotten your arithmetic, that is 
38  people for a day o f le s s o n s  on the Christian fa m ily , h ow  to raise your  
children in the Lord, and the marriage relationship. O ur bundle o f  the 
M arch W & W —with som e excellent articles on the fa m ily , marriage and  
children—arrived ju st in tim e and I w as able to g ive a cop y  to each cou 
ple.

Strong Christian fam ilies, where Christ is the head o f  the house, are 
essential to the life and growth o f  the church, in any country, amidst any  
culture. It w as thrilling to see these 19 you n g  couples at this session. 
Pray for them  and for us w ho teach that w e m ay have the L o rd ’ s ena
bling.

P R A IS E  T H E  L O R D ! The governm ent has at long last granted a  
church site ! Epworth is a densely populated and also the poorest suburb 
o f  Harare There is a grow ing congregation there that has had to struggle 
with m akeshift shelters in the backyard o f  one o f  the brothers. A  m eet
ing house w ill be a great boost for this congregation.

H ow ev er the site does not com e free. T he lease rental is U S  $ 3 4 0 .0 0  
per year. That m ay seem  sm all to you  but m any o f  our m em bers barely  
earn that m uch a year! A fter  w e have built a church building w e w ill be  
permitted to buy die site outright for the sum  o f  U S  $ 3 ,4 0 0 .0 0  (Is there a 
congregation or som eone w ho w ould g iv e  that $ 3 ,4 0 0  now . W e  w ou ld  
put it in a savings account here where it w ill earn 1 4 %  interest until the 
day com es w hen w e can m ake that final paym en t.). The requirements 
are that w e m ust begin construction within nine m onths and com plete the 
building w ithin 2 years.

It has b ecom e im possible these days to do  anything without a fence. 
First, before w e can start building w e m ust fence the site and put a tem 
porary hut there for som eone to live in to discourage thieves. A  wire 
fence is useless—thieves ju st cut a hole! The only thing is a 7 foot high  
wall m ade o f  thin prefabricated concrete panels. That has becom e the 
standard here and the manufacture o f  these fences has b ecom e a b o o m 
ing industry'—thanks, or no thanks to the thieves. I f  w e try to build w ith
out a fence the building materials and equipm ent w ill sim ply disappear 
overnight. The perim eter is 35 0  yards. A  fence w ill cost U S  $ 7 0 0 0 . It 
is a pity that w e m ust spend that m uch on a fence before w e can even  
start building, but there is no alternative. S o  w e urgently need enough to  
erect the fen ce and then soon after that w e m ust com m en ce building.
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I am  asking for help fo r  this Epworth m eeting house. T h e churches 
here are contributing to the K udw adzan a building w hich  has now  
reached r o o f height. T h ey  have n ow  raised ju st enough to put the r o o f  
on. Lord w illing w e w ill start the r o o f w ithin the next three w eeks. The  
r o o f w ill cost about U S  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 . I have not been asking for help there 
because the Harare area churches w ere w orking hard in contributing to 
that project them selves. B ut n o w  with the added urgency o f  Epw orth, it 
is beyond our local m eans. I f  w e do  not m eet the requirem ents at Ep
worth w e w ill lose the site and never have chance at another one. A lso  
w e w ould  be forbidden to m eet in the backyard o f  the brother. That w as  
only tolerated because w e  had an application for a site pending with the 
authorities. P R A Y  -  G IVE -  R E J O IC E !

Linda Rake Winchester, Ky. July 21,1997

M y  m ission trip to R ussia  is now  history I want to g iv e  a summary 
o f  the tnp and a thank you  to you r prayers.

O n June 21 (the day before our team  left L ou isville) part o f  the as
signed reading in m y  O n e Y e a r  B ible w as Psalm  139. The prom ise in 
verses 9 &  10 spoke to m e m ore vividly  than ever before. “ I f  I rise on 
the w ings o f  the daw n, i f  I settle on the far side o f  the sea, even there 
Y o u r  hand w ill guide m e , Y o u r  right hand w ill hold m e fa st.”  Truly  
G o d  was faithful, honoring that prom ise faithfully, w h ile , for the next 
tw o w eek s, I w as “ on the far side o f  the sea .”

The trip to K in esh m a w as exciting—flyin g  to C h icago, then on to 
M unich  and on to M o sc o w . I had heard horror stones about custom s in 
M o sc o w  and I w as not to  be disappointed! W e  were detained o ver 2 hrs. 
with different officia ls  trying to decide whether or not our m edical sup
plies could go  through. Finally, they kept them . (W e  w ere able to bring 
them  back to the U .S . on our return h om e.) M y  teachers’ g ift bags were 
inspected and I w as prayerfully holding m y  breath, as they exam ined the 
contents. A fter  a few  m inutes o f  exam in ing, they passed m e on through! 
The Russian people love receiving little gifts and it w ou ld  have been sad 
to have gone to K in eshm a em pty-handed. O ne o f  m y  team  m ates, Paul 
K itzm iller, had one suitcase m istakenly taken by a traveler. H e  received  
it back over a week later.

W e  took a  bus to K in esh m a w hich is approxim ately 2 5 0  m iles north
east o f  M o sc o w . It w as an interesting trip to say the least. W h en  w e  
were stopped by the police about 2 A .M . once again silent prayers were 
being sent up! H ow ev er, w e w ere a llow ed to continue on , and w e ar
rived in K inehm a about 3 :3 0  A .M . there tim e. W e  w ere happy to settle 
in our dorm  room s for a fe w  hours’ rest before m eeting our translators 
later that m orning.

June 2 5 , 2 6 , and 2 7  w ere the days for w hich I asked your special 
prayers, because those w ere the days in w hich the teachers’ sem inar was
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in session. I truly felt your prayers during that tim e as the Spirit led in 
the teaching in a w ay I had never before experienced. M y  translators 
asked m e to speak slow ly . M o st  o f  you know  h ow  hard that w ould  be 
for m e! Y e t , G o d  gave grace and enabled m e to slow  dow n and to w eigh  
each w ord. The first day w e covered  the creation, A d am  and E ve, Cain  
and A b le , N oah , and A braham . G o d  blessed with visuals and aids from  
A u n t Kate O liver M ille t ’ s B asic  B ible Truths. T he second day The  
W o rd le ss  B o o k  from  Child E van gelism  Fellow ship w as presented, with  
the stories each color  represented. W e  also m ade w ordless b oo k s, brace
lets, and bookm arks for the teachers to share with their students.

The third day w as the day to w rap-up and our tim e was shortened. 1 
presented, using the flannelgraph, a  sum m ary o f  Joseph’ s life and how  
his life pictured that o f  Christ’ s. W e  then had the birth o f  Christ, the 
m iracle in John 9 , and H is death and resurrection. W e  concluded with  
visualizing Peter’ s vision and his preaching the G o o d  N ew s to C or
nelius—em phasizing that G od  is desiring all people o f  all nations to b e 
lieve on H is Son.

It w as a w onderful three days. I had 2 0  kindergarten teachers and 
principals in m y  group. Several o f  you prayed with m e that G o d  w ould  
send ju st the ones H e wanted there, regardless o f  the num ber. I have no  
doubts that G o d  beautifully answ ered, as each teacher’ s response w as so  
positive and accepting o f  the W o r d  presented. W h a t a blessing. O nly  
one or possibly  tw o teachers had ever heard o f  each o f  these O ld  Testa 
m ent Characters! O ld  Testam ents in Russia are rare and written in their 
old Synanol version, w hich is a d ifficu lt version for Russians to read and 
com prehend (like reading C h aucer!).

Each afternoon w as filled with visiting kindergartens, a school, and a 
sanitorium . A t  each place, w e  w ere treated very special, given g ifts , and 
fed delicious m eals. I feel that sacrifices w ere m ade for them  to do  this 
for us. I w as able visit in tw o h om es there in K ineshm a. Both w ere very  
sm all apartments. V e ry  few  people have cars. In fact, none o f  the teach
ers in m y  group ow ned an autom obile , nor had they been paid since  
A p ril! K in eshm a is a poor tow n w ith people w h o  are very hungry for the 
W o rd . A s  the educational superintendent told m e: “ Things are very hard 
n ow  and som etim es very dark, but there is m ore hope for us than there 
has ever been b efo re .”

The m on ey for our Bible fund w as put to g o o d  use. Each teacher re
ceived a hard-bound N e w  Testam ent. ( A lth ough  I copied Ο . T . passages  
to pass out, w e were still unable to purchase a ftill B ible for the teachers.) 
A n d  a beautiful hard-bound B ible story book for each o f  their kindergar
tens. W e  also had enough B ible story books left over to give to an or
phanage in M o sc o w .
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NEWS and NOTES
Edited b y  Jack B laes

Gallatin Church of Christ 
Bulletin

Earlier this year the fo llo w 
ing report w as given  about one 
church. Is their experience one 
in w hich you are interested? 
W o u ld  you  like to see such take 
place in your congregation? It 
can begin  with you!

“ W o od la n d  Church is cur
rently experiencing a m ajor  
aw akening. People are testifying  
o f  G o d ’ s revealing H is  Son to  
them  (Galatians 1 :1 6 ) , co n 
sciences are being  cleansed, 
w rongs are being righted, C hris
tians are being restored, divorce  
proceedings canceled , m arriages  
are being healed, oppressions are 
being lifted, lives are being bro
ken, prayer is taking priority, 
fam ilies are being strengthened, 
fathers are assum ing their roles  
as spiritual leaders, the W o r d  o f  
G o d  is working m ightily , and 
souls are being g loriously  saved.

“ These are genuine days o f  
refreshing, renewal and revival. 
D ry , barren land has b ecom e an 
oasis o f  living w ater and fruit 
bearing. W e  are rejoicing and 
corporately praying, ‘ Lord , con 
tinue Y o u r  work o f  reviving us in 
the m idst o f  the years!

God Created The World In 
Six Days

(O f course he didn’t have to raise 
the money first.)

The above lines are taken  
from  an ad in “ Church B u sin ess”  
m agazine telling about the serv
ices o f  The G en esis G roup. This  
com pany helps churches raise 
funds in various stewardship  
cam paigns.

This A u g u st 19 97  issue o f  
“ Church B u sin ess”  has an article 
about the future o f  m oney to be 
received by religious institutions. 
T h e giving base o f  the church is 
literally dying o ff. A s  older p eo 
ple pass on, it takes m ore people  
in the current generation to re
place them . For every one per
son in the church o f  m y  parent’ s 
generation, it can take as many 
as three or four o f  my generation 
to replace that financial contri
bution. "

In other w ords, the younger  
generation is not as generous as 
their forefathers in spite o f  in
creased blessing and incom e. 
M a y  each o f  us prayerfully and 
carefully take a look  at our per
centage o f  g iv in g  to the L o rd ’ s 
w ork. It is only  as w e grow  spiri
tually that w e w ill act to increase 
funding for the L o rd ’ s work.

“ H e that hath ears to hear, let 
him  hear.”

Tell City Church, IN
On jun ior W e e k  # 1 , June 15, 

2 6  people from  the Tell 
C ity /L illy  D ale  congregations at
tended W o o d la n d  B ible C am p at 
Linton D irector o f  this w eek
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w as Harry Coultas. D avid  
Johnson w as assistant director 
and Sam  M arsh w as sport leader, 
song leader and a teacher.

O n Sunday afternoons  
Brother David Johnson and oth
ers share the W o rd  o f  G o d  with 
the inm ates o f  the Perry County  
jail So  far 12 Bibles have been  
distributed through request and 
there were 9 prayer requests last 
w eek. O ne previous answ er to 
pray er seem ed to encourage oth
ers. O ne man confessed his guilt 
and asked for forgiveness from  
the Lord

F ro m  L e ro y  G a r r e tt ’ s 
N ew sletter

In M a y  1 m ade a quick trip to 
take part in a one-day study 
sem inar at the C ausew ay B lvd  
Church o f  Christ in M an deville , 
La Ken Istrc and Ed H en d n x  
w ere the other teachers. I gave  
tw o discourses on “ W a lk in g  by  
Faidi”  (the th e m e " in the O ld  
Testam ent. C li f f  and Jcanene Is
trc were m y hosts. Their dinner  
party on the night before w as a 
foretaste o f  heaven1 
N ow  R ea ch in g  B oston

The Lord has opened the 
door for “ W o rd s o f  L ife ”  to be
gin broadcasting in die N ew  E ng
land area. Beginning on July 20 . 
1997 . w e begin airing the pro

gram  on W J L T  J-Light 1060  A M  
at 8 :3 0  a .m . on Sunday. W J L T  is 
a 4 0 .0 0 0  watt station based in 
Fram ingham , M A . a suburb o f  
Boston. Boston is the 10u  larg
est radio market in the country

W J L T  currently reaches a 
potential listening audience o f

about 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  souls in m ore than 
70 com m unities. By taking on  
this broadcast location, w e are 
stepping out in faith, confident  
that the Lord w ill provide the 
needed funds. W e  w ill need 
Y O U  to stand by us in this ex 
pansion. R em em ber, all g ifts to 
“ W o rd s o f  L ife”  are com p letely  
tax-deductible.

J en n in gs C h u rc h , L a .
C Y E  Senior W e e k  w as great 

again, although there w ere few er  
cam pers than last year. Bro. 
Sonny Chinds gave outstanding  
lessons in the morning and others 
did each evening. F ive were bap
tized.

T ell C ity  C h u rc h  E ld ers
Last April the Tell City  

Church leadership undertook the 
task o f  collecting $ 1 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0  to 
cancel the m edical debts o f  
brother Randy C oultas. m inister 
o f  die Oak G rove church o f  
Christ in Louisiana. Y o u r  
prayers and financial g ifts have 
greatly encouraged Randy and 
his fam ily. W e  and the Randy  
Coultas fam ily  want to take this 
opportunity to tiiank each indi
vidual, and each congregation for  
vour heartfelt prayers, and love  
gifts.

A s  o f  this date, w e have co l
lected a total $ 1 0 ,6 0 7 .5 3 . A t  this 
tim e our collection efforts  
through the Tell C ity Church o f  
Christ are finished. I f  other gifts  
do continue to com e in, w e will 
either forward them  to brother 
R andy, or return them  to the 
sender.



U SE  THE BESTS
If Your Sunday Bible Study Program Is Based On The 

’’Uniform Lessons’’ . . .  Use

Word And Work Lesson Quarterly

Have an ample supply to give to visitors. Such copies 
will do a good work carrying the printed page into 
homes to which you may have no other access. Where 
else could you buy so much fundamental teaching at so  
modest a price?

PRICE $1.00 EACH

We also sell Union Gospel Press Quarterlies 

Church Bulletin Service Available Too

THE WORD AND WORK PUBLISHERS


