













































































GROVER STEVENS
(A Biographical Sketch)

Grover Stevens was born in Caddo (Bryan County), Oklahoma
on January 5, 1921. He was the fourth in a family of six boys
and two girls. When about
nine years of age he moved
to Phillips, Texas, which is
about two miles north of Bor-
ger, where his parents still
reside.

After passing around among
several churches he finally
joined the Baptist Church. He
became a Sunday School
teacher, assistant Director of
the Baptist Training Union,
and a delegate to Southern
Baptist Convention in 1939.
On July 25, 1938, he ‘“sur-
rendered to preach” for the
Baptists. He preached at San-
ford, Texas, and substituted
for the regular preacher at
Phillips. He led several to
join the Baptist Church
through his efforts. Through
the natural honesty of his na-
ture and the faithful efforis of several gospel preachers he was
eventually led to obey the gospel and be added to the church of
the Lord.

After coming into the church of Christ he preached regularly
for the church in Fritch, Texas, for five years, during which time
he was married to Miss Katherine Miller of Kansas City. They
now have two children—a girl five, and a boy two years old.

Brother Stevens attended Freed-Hardeman College in Hender-
son, Tennessee, and preached for the church at Bruceton, Tenn.
Upon graduation in the spring of 1948 he began preaching for
the church at Charlotte, Tennessee.

In disposition Brother Stevens is earnest, sober-minded and
mild-mannered. He has held two public debates (with Church
of God, and Baptists) and private discussions with several others.

His special interest is in teaching members of his former re-
ligious connection the way more perfecily. He is anxious for
their souls and welcomes discussions, debates, or conversations
with them.

Why I Lett The Baptist Church

By GrovER STEVENS

It is a pleasure to me to be in Fort Worth and to have a
part in this series of lectures. It is good to see old acquaint-
ances and make new friends here. I appreciate the hospitality
of the Vickery Boulevard congregation.

NO ANIMOSITY FOR BAPTISTS

I would like to say in the beginning that I have-no ani-
mosity whatsoever against Baptists. Personally, I have no
reascn for leaving the Baptist church, but quite to the contrary,
if personal reasons counted, I would never have left the Bap-
tist Church, because personality is in their favor. Especially
is this true of the congregation of which I was a member in
Phillips, Texas. I believe that the Baptists are, for the most
part, splendid people. I believe that most of them are
honest and sincere. I believe that, if there are Baptists here
tonight, most of them want the truth, and will consider the
things that are said honestly and open-minded. However, some
times, out of a sense of loyalty to that which we have become
members of, we are prone to cast aside lightly any charges that
might be made against us. I sincerely hope that that will not be
the way you will do tonight. I beg you to hear what I have to
say, study it carefully with an open Bible in hand, then, out of
honesty to your own soul and to God Almighty, to embrace all
that you find to be in harmony with the Bible. Believe it, not
because I said it, but because you found it in the word of God.
That is the only thing any of us would have you believe—the
Bible, the word of God. In spite of all the accusations made to
the contrary, we still preach only the Bible. Such expressions
are idle, I suppose, in view of the fact that all “churches” claim
the same thing. We know that all of them do not preach “only
the Bible” for they are many and the Bible is one. The Bible
does not teach contradictory doctrines. The Baptists hold the
Bible up and say, “We preach the Bible”. That is what we do.








































































































































































164 WHY I LEFT

now I am no more in the world but these are in the world.”
(John 17:11). In the world but not of the world is the idea.
We, as Christians, are citizens of a heavenly kingdom, but
we cannot escape the fact that we live in a material, physical
world in which we do some things and sustain some relation-
ships that are not directly a part of our Christian life and
duties, nor are they of the dominion of Satan. Sitting in a
cafe one day eating lunch, I was talking with a friend about
playing golf. A lady listening in on the conversation asked
me if I played golf. I answered that I tried to play the game
sometimes. She was almost horrified. “Don’t you think it is
wrong for a Christian to play golf?” she asked. I admitted
that I didn’t think it was wrong and asked her why she thought
so. She said, “It is of the world, and we are not to partake of
the world.” This is typical of the attitude of many. They en-
tertain the idea that everything that the Lord allows or ap-
proves is in the church and that everything else belongs to
the devil.

CIVIL GOVERNMENTS NOT OF THE DEVIL

I think it was some such notion as this that gave birth to
the idea that all earthly governments belong to the devil
Some sincere brethren believe that. I was reading just recently
Brother David Lipscomb’s comment on Romans 13. He be-
lieved that all earthly governments are headed by the devil.
Brother Lipscomb was one of our great pioneer preachers,
and, undoubtedly, a scholar of no mean ability. The writings
of the pioneers have been of inestimable worth to me in the
study of the Bible, among which writings is Brother Lipscomb’s
work; but I am under no obligation, morally or spiritually, to
believe anything any of them taught just because they were
great men. I do not believe that God ordained government
for the good of his people and then turned it over to the devil.
Brother Lipscomb argued that if man had obeyed God’s law,
civil government would never have been—would not have
been needed—that human governments were needed because
man would not obey God’s government. Well, if man had never
disobeyed God, a lot of other things would never have been;
the church for an example. The law of Moses was given be-
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cause of sin, Paul said in Gal. 3, and although it was a the-
ocracy, it was, nevertheless, civil law, in part—six of the ten
commandments dealihg with man’s relationship to man. But
one would hardly say, as Brother Lipscomb said of earthly
governments, that the law of Moses was an “instrument of
wrath, ordained for the children of wrath.”

Some say that we cannot logically be citizens of two king-
doms at the same time; therefore, we are not citizens of any
earthly government—that “our citizenship is in heaven” and
we are simply sojourners here, that we sustain a relationship
to this government similiar to a foreigner who comes here to
make his home but never becomes naturalized. He pays taxes
for which he receives the protection of the government, the
benefits of the schools, etc., submits to the laws, but has no
part in making or executing them. But Paul claimed his
Roman citizenship as protection against the scourging he was
about to receive. (Acts 22:25). If not, what did he mean by
“one who is a Roman?” He let the centurion think he was a
Roman anyway. Being a citizen of an earthly government
does not align one with the world as we are talking about the
world tonight.

BIBLE USE OF WORD “WORLD”

The Bible refers to the physical universe as the “world.”
“He was in the world and the world was made by him and the
world knew him not.” (John 1:10). Again, “God who at sundry
times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers
by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken to us by His Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds.” “Worlds” mean physical universe. The
human family is referred to as the “world.” “..... sin entered
into the world.” (Rom. 5:12). “God so loved the world..... ”
(John 3:16). But the sense in which we are speaking of the
world in our lesson tonight is that spiritual dominion over
which Satan actually has control. Satan does have a king-
dom. It is a spiritual affair, antagonistic to everything for
which the Lord and his kingdom stand. Paul said in Eph.
6:12, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities and powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
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