
Tottlebank Church
A Church of Christ

-Early As 1669



Attempting Restoration
•• In 1669, Charles II had been on the EnglishIn 1669, Charles II had been on the English

throne for nine years.throne for nine years.
•• Despite CharlesDespite Charles’’ inclination toward toleration,inclination toward toleration,

the early years of his reign were marked by athe early years of his reign were marked by a
series of repressive measures, collectivelyseries of repressive measures, collectively
known as the Clarendon Code.known as the Clarendon Code.

•• Under the Code grave disabilities were placedUnder the Code grave disabilities were placed
on those who sought to worship outside theon those who sought to worship outside the
boundaries placed on them by the Englishboundaries placed on them by the English
church.church.

•• In particular theIn particular the ConventicleConventicle Act banished anyAct banished any
meetings of more than five people in addition tomeetings of more than five people in addition to
the household for worship other than in thethe household for worship other than in the
prescribed form and location.prescribed form and location.



•• Seven fled, two ofSeven fled, two of
whom had sufferedwhom had suffered
severe penalties forsevere penalties for
violation, soughtviolation, sought
seclusion andseclusion and
solitude fromsolitude from
LondonLondon’’s watchfuls watchful
eye!eye!

Escape To Remote Areas

•• They settled inThey settled in
EnglandEngland’’s Northerns Northern
Lake District, 200Lake District, 200
miles to the NW ofmiles to the NW of
LondonLondon



England’s Lake District

•• In 1669 theIn 1669 the ConvenicleConvenicle ActAct
ran out, and during the briefran out, and during the brief
period before it wasperiod before it was
reinactedreinacted, The group drew up, The group drew up
articles of organization asarticles of organization as
follows:follows:



ThisThis bookebooke is for the use ofis for the use of
that Church of Christ inthat Church of Christ in
BroughtonBroughton furnessfellfurnessfell andand
CartmellCartmell whereof Mr.whereof Mr.
GabrillGabrill CamelfordCamelford isis
TeachingeTeachinge ElderElder

The 18The 18thth day of ye sixthday of ye sixth
month called August 1669month called August 1669
A church of Christ wasA church of Christ was
formed in order and sateformed in order and sate
down together in thedown together in the
fellowship and order of yefellowship and order of ye
Gospel of Jesus Christ.Gospel of Jesus Christ.
AttAtt the house of Williamthe house of William
RawlinsonRawlinson offoff TotleTotle--bankebanke
inin CoultonCoulton inin furnessfurness..

The Ledger



There were present andThere were present and
assistedassisted MrMr GerogeGeroge
LarkhamLarkham PastoPasto off aoff a
Church off Christ inChurch off Christ in
Cumberland andCumberland and MrMr RogerRoger
SawreySawrey of Broughtonof Broughton
Tower a member of ChristTower a member of Christ
and off that particularand off that particular
Church in London ofChurch in London of wychwych
MrMr GeorgeGeorge CoackineCoackine isis
Teaching ElderTeaching Elder

The personsThe persons joyningjoyning
themselves at this timethemselves at this time
GabrielGabriel CamelfordCamelford, Hugh, Hugh
Towers, William Towers,Towers, William Towers,
James Towers, JosephJames Towers, Joseph
Towers, James Fisher,Towers, James Fisher,
HeneryHenery JacksonJackson

The Ledger



OrganizationOrganization
•• On 9On 9thth of November, 1669, articles of faith wereof November, 1669, articles of faith were

drawn up.drawn up.
•• ““The Confession offThe Confession off ffaithffaith held forth by theheld forth by the

Church off Christ . . .Church off Christ . . .””
•• Some Things The Lengthy document claims:Some Things The Lengthy document claims:

–– ““The way of Separation from the world is the way offThe way of Separation from the world is the way off
god.god.””

–– ““with us is a door wide enough towith us is a door wide enough to entertaineentertaine everyevery
SonnSonn of ye lord of glory, we dare notof ye lord of glory, we dare not barrbarr thethe doredore
against any honestagainst any honest soulesoule ……desieringedesieringe much that wemuch that we
may all be helpful to each othermay all be helpful to each other……our table is largeour table is large
enough and provision suited for children,enough and provision suited for children, youngeyounge menmen
andand ffathersffathers amongeamonge the flock of Christ that shallthe flock of Christ that shall
consent with us andconsent with us and desierdesier to sit down with us orto sit down with us or
amongst us.amongst us.””



OrganizationOrganization
•• Seven Basic Principles Of Faith Were Listed AccordingSeven Basic Principles Of Faith Were Listed According

ToTo TottlebankTottlebank Historian Foster Sutherland, 1969:Historian Foster Sutherland, 1969:
–– Repentance, Faith, Baptism of water and the spirit, layingRepentance, Faith, Baptism of water and the spirit, laying

on of hands, resurrection of the dead and eternalon of hands, resurrection of the dead and eternal
judgementjudgement..

–– Thankfulness to God and willingness to be the praise ofThankfulness to God and willingness to be the praise of
His grace.His grace.

–– Dear love and affection to all saints.Dear love and affection to all saints.
–– TheThe chiefestchiefest tie and bond is the bond of love, Christian,tie and bond is the bond of love, Christian,

heavenly and unfeigned love.heavenly and unfeigned love.
–– The word of Christ is the utmost boundary of liberty.The word of Christ is the utmost boundary of liberty.
–– ““We desire and expect to receive help in our weaknessWe desire and expect to receive help in our weakness

and from another by the watchful aid of one another andand from another by the watchful aid of one another and
the faithful reprehension and admonition one of another.the faithful reprehension and admonition one of another.””

–– Everything is to be referred to God and Christ, and whenEverything is to be referred to God and Christ, and when
all is done they are to say,all is done they are to say, ““Not unto us but unto ThyNot unto us but unto Thy
name be praise.name be praise.””



OrganizationOrganization
•• Infant baptism vs. adult baptism is notInfant baptism vs. adult baptism is not

discussed in the book of faith.discussed in the book of faith.

•• They claimed church autonomy, having rights toThey claimed church autonomy, having rights to
its own affairs, claiming freedom to choose itsits own affairs, claiming freedom to choose its
own officers, to examine disagreements orown officers, to examine disagreements or
““matters ofmatters of scandallscandall any wayany way arrisingarrising amongeamonge
themselfes,themselfes,””andand to discipline if necessary byto discipline if necessary by
suspension,suspension, ““onon occationoccation ofof obstinaceobstinace andand
wilfullwilfull persistingepersistinge in anyin any ennormousennormous sinnsinn,,”” withwith
exclusion as the final resort.exclusion as the final resort.



Outside InfluencesOutside Influences

•• 16951695 —— London Minister,London Minister,
DavidDavid CrossleyCrossley introducedintroduced
Baptist Theology, and theBaptist Theology, and the
church became identified as achurch became identified as a
Baptist church, and is so to theBaptist church, and is so to the
present.present.



TheThe KirkbyKirkby Church PlantedChurch Planted

• The Tottlebank church planted a
church near the west coast that
for years remained in fellowship
with them.



KirkbyKirkby Church of ChristChurch of Christ

• By 1824 a church after the
ancient order was serving the
Lord at Kirkby.

• It was 30 years before any hear of
Barton W. Stone or Alexander
Campbell



KirkbyKirkby Part In DigressionPart In Digression

• When the battle over the instrument
raged, the Kirkby church added the
instrument to its services

• Today Kirkby church is known as Wall
End Christian Church.

• It is the oldest continuous restoration
church in Great Britain



William RobinsonWilliam Robinson
• Long-time Restoration Preacher,

buried in the cemetery at Wall
End

• Educator And Evangelist



William M. McDougallWilliam M. McDougall
OfOf

Prospect CottageProspect Cottage KirkbyKirkby In FurnessIn Furness
(Late Of(Late Of WiganWigan))
A Faithful PastorA Faithful Pastor

And True EvangelistAnd True Evangelist
HonouredHonoured By God In TheBy God In The UpbuildingUpbuilding

Of HisOf His PeoplePeople
And The Conversion Of Many SoulsAnd The Conversion Of Many Souls

He Died February 28, 1882He Died February 28, 1882
Aged 64 YearsAged 64 Years


