


PREFACE.

in presenting this ditlle booklet to
Ghe public, I beg %o say ¢hat my ob-
Ject is to o adl the Sood dhat {1 ean

and iff the people will read itascare-
Jully and as prayerful as 1 have
Deen in preparing it I will be sadis-
fied. A WHEBLER,




e Atonement gf Reconciliatiom.

We regard the subject of Reconeilia-
tion as being very important and one that
we think not well understood by many re-
ligious people of this age and one about
which there is a good deal of controversy.
We, therefore, wish to examine it in the
light of the Bible. As a starting point I
submit the following Scripture: 2 Cor., v,
18-21: **And ali things are of God who hath
reconciled us.to Himself by Jesus Christ
and hath given to us the ministry of recon-
ciliation, to-wit, that God was in Christ:
reconciling the world nanto himself, not im-
puting their tresspasses unto them and hatk
committed unto us the word of reconmcilia-
tion, now then we are ambassadors of
Christ, as though God did beseeech you by
us, we pray you in Christ’s stead be ye -re-
coneiled to God.” g

This connection sets the subject of re-
conciliation clearly before us But not-
withstanding it so clearly shows that it is
the world that is reconciled to God., There
are many religious teachers inthis age who
tell us that God must be reeonciled to us,
and that it was for that purpose Christ died.
And the doctrine that God is to be recon-
ciied to the world gives rise to the modern
prayer system of conversion. 'Those that
advocate this system of conversion proceeds
upon the principle that God is pel at this
time willing to save the sinner, but that
through the prayers of the sinner himseld
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and the prayers of christians for him that
he can be so far influenced as to become re-
conciled to the sinner or willing to save
him, Butin the connection that I have
read the Apostle said that God was in
Christreconciling the world unto himself.
Here the Apostle teaches that it is the
world that must be reconciled and not God.
And again, Rom. v:10: “For if when we
were enemies, we were reconciled o God by
the death of his son, much more being re-
conciled we shall be saved by his life.”

Again, Col. 1:21-23: ‘““And you that
were sometimes alienated and enemies in
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath
he reconciled in the body of his flesh through
death, to present you holy, and unblamable
and unreprovable in his Sight."

Now, since the above Scripture teaches
that it is the people that are to be reconcil-
ed to God, it follows then that the modern
prayer system of conversion is wrong. Now
in order to learn how sinful men and women
are to be reconciled, we ask what does the
word reconciliation mean? Webster says
that it means a renewal of friendship, after
disagreement or enmity, and this we take
as the true meaning. When persons or par-
ties that have once been iriends have dis-
agreed and are at enmity and friendship is
restored they are then reconciled.

Sometimes parties are at variance when
there is nothing to prevent them from ap-
proaching each other and proposing terms
of reconciliation to each other and in that
way becoming reconciled. But again, it
may occur that parties may be at variance
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when the circumstances are-‘such they can
not consistently approach each other and
be reconciled in that way. And thenin or-
der to reconciliation there must be a media-
tor that can remove all obstacles out of the
way and thus reconcile them.

But what is the office of a medialor?
Webster says a mediator is one who inter-
poses between parties at variance. to recon-
cile them. A mediator then must have cer-
tain qualifications in ovder to be successful.
In the first place he must not be a party
concernedorin any way involyed in the diffi-
culty. He must be alsoone that can ap-
proach each party on ap equal footing with
them, not being superior or inferior to
them, and then he can iofluence both par-
ties.

Sometimes parties are at variance when
they are equal with each other. Then it is
not difficuit to find one that can mediate be-
tween them. Butibtmay be that partics
may be at enmity when one party is greatly
superior to the other, then it is more difii-
cult to find one that can act as mediator
between them He must be one that ean ap-
proach the superior party upon an equal
footing with him and onethat can assimi-
late himself to the cireumstances of the in-
ferior party and approach him on an equal-
ity with him,

Parties may be at variance when one
party is innoeent and the other wholly in
the wrong, In that ease the innocent party
has the right to p1opose the terms of recon-

‘ciliation to the guilty party; and if a medi-

ator is necessary it is the right of the inno-
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cent party to send the mediator to the
guilty party to remove any obstacle that
may intervene and to present to him the
terms of reconciliatinn offered by the inno-
cent party. And if the guilty accepts and
complies with them, the parties are recon-
ciled but if he rejec's them the enmity is
continued.

It is just such a case as we have last de-
seribed that we have to do with in this in-
vestigation.

God and man are the parties, and it
will beconceded that God, the Cieator, is
far superior to man; and that God is inno-
cent and man is wholly in the wrong, Man
has become alienated and an enemy to God
by wicked works, and we now ask who could
be mediator between God and men? Could
any man act as mediator? By no means—
for all men are concerned and involved in
the difficulty and no man c¢an approach God
upon an equal footing with him.

Could angels be mediators between
God and man? We answer by nn means.
For they are not equal with the Great Jeho-
vah, nor can they assimilate themselves to
the circumstances of fallen men, so as to
approach them on an equality with them.
We see then that no man on earth nor angel
in heaven could be the mediator between
God and man. Wethenin great earnestness
ask who could be mediator?

The Great Apostle to the Gentiles has
found the answer, 1 Tim. 2:5: ‘‘Forthere
is one God and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus who gave
himself a ransom for all to be testified in
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due time ??

We learn from this that Christ is the
Mediator and that thereis but one, And
the question comes up: Does he possess
all the qualifications requisite of a mediator.
Let us see Phil, 2:59: ‘‘Let this mind be
in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who
being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God. But made
himself of no reputation and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men; and being found in fashion
as a man he humbled bhimself and became
obedient unto dealh, even the death unto
the cross.”

Here it ig said he thought it not rob-
bery to be equal with God, and therefore,
could approach him on terms of equality.
And again, Col. 2:9: *‘‘For in him dwelleth
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

This being true, there is no one in heav-
en that is superior to him, and therefore, he
could approach the courtt of heaven with-
out infringing on the dignity of that court.
But as there is such u vast difference be-
tween God and men, could he humble him-
self to all the circumstances of fallen hu-
manity; so that he could approach them
on an equal footing with them so as to act
as mediator.at the court of men on earth.

Yes, the Apostle says:

“*He took upon him the form of a ser-
vant and was made in the likeness of men,
and being in fashion as a maun, he humbled
himself and became obedient, even unto the
death of the cross.”’

Here then is one like God and like
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men, for he was the ‘‘brightness of his fi?.-
ther’s glory and the express 1mage of his
person '’

He was also in the likeness of men and
was not involved in the difficulty. So he
passes all the qualifications necessary to
enable him to act as mediator between God
and men. And as God was the innocent
party and man the guilty party, it was,
therefore, eyery way consistent fpr God to
propose the terms of reconciliation to man
and that he should send the mediator first
to the court of man that he might remove
all obstacles out of the way that prevented
man from returning to God and being re-
conciled to him. For it is man that has
strayed away from God and not God from
man. Therefore, man must come back to
God. God does not propose to come Lo
man. Bubt when man departed from God
and transgressed the law of God and placed
himself under the government of Satan there
arose such obstacles between him and God
that he could not return to God until those
obstacles were removed, and he was not
able to remove them, Hence the necessity
of a mediator that was able to remove them.
The greatest difficulty in this investigation
is to [ind just what those obstacles were; and
now we will look and see if we can find some
of them. Sin is evidently one of them.

Tsa 59:1-2¢ ‘‘Behold the Lord’s hand
{snot shortened that he cannot save, neither
his ear heavy that he cannot hear. Bub
your iniquities have separated between you
and your God, and your sins have hid his
face from you, that he will nothear.”
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Wesee from this that sin and iniquity
separate man from God; and therefore, sin
must be removed before man can come to
God and enjoy his blessings. Now, we
ask: Did Christ provide for removal or
remission of sins? ;

Answer: That Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures.

1 Cor. xvi3: “‘For Christ also hith
once suffered for sins, the just for the un-
just that he might bring us to God

1 Pet. {ii:10: “‘IPor this is my blood of
the New Testament which is shed for many
for the remission of sins.”

Matt, xxvi:28: “DButif we walk in the
light as he is in the light, we have fellow-
ship one with another, and the blood of
J:;su!s, Christ His Son cleanseth us from all
sin.

John i:l:  #“Be it known unto you
therefore, men and b ethren, that through
this man js preached unto jou forgiveness
of sins.”

Acts xiii:38 from there and many other
passages we see that the mediator has made
it possible for all that will believe and
obey him to obtain the forgiveness of sin,
and that he has thereby removed that ob-
stacle out of the way.

Another vbstacle is that the people are
under the power of Satan, and his power is
greater than theirs, and they cannot come
to God unless the medistor has overcome
that power. Has he done this?

Answer, Heb. ii:14: * Inasmuch then
as the children are partakers of fiesh and,
bluod, he also himself likewise took part of
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the same, that throusgh death he might de-
stroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil, and deliver them who
through fear of deith were all their life-
time subject to bondage

1 John iii:8: ‘‘He that commiteth sin
is of the devil, for the devil sinneth from
the beginning. IFor this purpoise the Son of
God was manifested that he might destroy
the works of thedevil.”?

From this we see that Christ has de-
stroyed the woirks of the devil so that. men
may be delivered from his power and trans-
lated into the Kingdom of God’s dear son.
See Col. 1:13.

So the mediator has removed that ob-
stacle out of the way. But death was in
some sense a barrier that intervened be-
tween Goa and man and the devil had the
power of death before Christ came.

As we read in Heb. ii:14: “For as
much then as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise
took part of the same, that through death
he might destroy him that had the power of
death, that is the devil, and deliver them

“ who through fear of death were all their

life-time subject to bondage.”’

Krom this we see that the devil had the
power of death,butthat Christhasdestroyed
him and taken that power from him
and that Christ ‘‘hath abolished death
and hath brought life and immortality! to.
light through the ‘gospel.”’—2 Tim. 1:10
‘*And he now has the keys of death and of
Hades.”’—Rev, 1:18 (Revised Version.)

So the mediator has removed that bar-
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vier and then the righteous law of God
which man had transgressed was another
obstacle in the way of man’s approaching
God and being saved

Law can show no mercy, can extend no
pardon, but requires that the transgressor
shall be punished to the extent of the pen-
alty of the law and as all have sinned and
come short of the glory ol Gud.—Rom. 1ii:24.
So all are exposed to the law, and this
is a very serious obstacle. For the justice.
righteousness and strength of the law of
Giod must be maintained and the honor and
permanency of the divine government must
be sustained FHas the mediator removed
this barrier? Letus.see, He, Himself said,
“Think not that I am come to dcstroy the
luw nor the prophets. Iam not come to de-
stroy, but to fulfill for verily I say unto
you till heaven and earth pass one job or
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till
all be fulfilled. Matt. 5:18. Christ here
teaches that when the law has been fulfilled
—had attained its end, then it would pass
away. Christ kept the law and fulfilled all
its requirements, so that in Him it attained

its end, and he was the true representative

of the race of man. He magnified the law
and made it honorable as said the Prophet-.
Tsa. x1ii 21 And he ‘‘took it out of the way
nailing it to his cross. Col. ii 14 And
again the apostlein speaking of the Jews
and Gentiles says: ‘‘For he is our peace
who bath made “both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between
us, having abolished in his flesh the enmity,
even the law of commandments contained

in ordinances for to make in himself of
twain, onenew man, so making peace ’'—
Fph. ii:14.

The middle wall of partitiom here was
the law and the 3d chapter of 2d Cor., shows
clearly thatthe law is done away. And
when thelaw was done away there was no
difference hetween Jew and Gentile. The
Gentile had sinned and come short of the
glory of God, aswell as the Jews, and were
ransomed by Christ

“For he gave himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time.’’

All that had transgressed the law were
were under the curse. ‘‘For it is written,
cursed is every one that continueth npot in
all things which are written in the Book of
the Law to do them.” And unless Ssome-
thing could be done to save them from the
curse they must all have suffered the pen-
alty of the law  But wo read that Christ
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law
being made a curse for us; for it is written,
cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.
—Gal. 1i1:10-14,

Trom this we see that Christhas remov-
ed that difficulty out of the way. And when
he had thus finished all his work as media-
tor at the court of man, the time was come
that he must return to the court of heaven
and apLpear in the presence of God for us.
But he was not willing that the cause of
God should be left unpleaded at the court of
man in this world. So he chose his Apos-
tles and constituted them his ambassacdors
and committed the word of reconciliation
and sent them to the court of man to trans-
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act business with men in his name.

BBut these were not mediators, but' the .

ambassadors of the mediator. The work of
a mediator is to go from party to party,
but these ambassadors wereonly sent to one
party. They were not anthorized to go to
the court of heaven to transact bu i-
ness. This was the work of the mediator.
All men that were ever commissioned and
sent by the authority of God to transact
any business were sent to their fellowmen
and nut to God to transact business with
him So there are no human mediators
between God and men, And now the media-
tor having finished his work on earth and
having given his last charge or com-
mission to his ambassadors, ascended to
heaven and sat on the right hand of God
and was made both Lord and Christ He
then sent down the Holy Spirit and imbued
his ambassadoirs with power from on high
and they went out by his authority with
the word of reconcilation to present to all
pations, fully qualified for the work as-
signed to them and was able to presentit to
every nation in their own language.

But we must learn what the word of re-
conciliation is from the commission that
Christ gave them and from the record of
their preaching under the commission, We
will first look at the commission as it is
rendered in the English Revised Version,
Matt. 28:19: ¢ And Jesus came to them and
spake unto them, saying, all authority hath
been given unto me in heaven and earth.
Go ye therefore and make diciples of all na-
tions, baptising them in the name of the
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* Mather and of the Son and of the Holy

Ghost; teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you, and lo
I am with you always, even unto the end of
the world.”

Mark 16:15: ‘““And he said unto thein,
g0 ye into all theworid and preach the gos-
pel to the whole creation. He that believ-
eth and is baptized shall be saved, but he
that I elieveth not shall be condemned !’

Luke 24:46: “And he said unto them,
thus it is written that Christ should suffer
and rise again from the dead the third day
and that repentance and remission of sing
should be preached in his name unto all na-
tions, beginning from Jerusalem,?’

From these records we find that the di-
ciples were sent to all the world and. re-
quired to preach the duffering and resurrec-
tion of Chrigt and repentance and remission
of sins in his name. and thus make diciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost, with the promise that he that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved,
and the threat that he that believeth not
shall be condemned. And when we look at
the record of the preaching of the Apostles
under this commission, as recorded in the
Acts of the Apostles, beginning with the 2d
chapter, we find they preached the facts
concerning the life and miracles, death, res-
urrection, ascension and coronation of
Christ, and when the people believed these
facts they commanded them to repent and
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and promised them

I—————
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that they should receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.

These things, together with the good
con'ession with the mouth, that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, constituted the word
of reconciliation that the Apostles present-
ed to sinful men and women. And all that
accept this word of reconciliation and obey-
ed its requirements were afterwards spoken
of as reconciled, justified and sayed  They
were represented as diciples, saints. chila-
ren of God, heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ, as being delivered from the
power of darkness and translated into the
Kingdom of God’s Son, as having redemp:
tion through his blood and forgiveness of
sins

But these ambassadors have finished
their personal labors and gone from earth,
and there are no ambassadors of Christ on
earth pow. How thenis the word of recon-
cilation to be presented to the Beople now?
The ambass idors after they had so pre-
sented it to the nations of earth, that many
thousands, both Jews and Gentiles had re-
ceived it and the church had been perma-
nently established in the world, committed
the word of reconcilation to record and left
1t with the church, and the church is now
through her ministry to sound out the word
to the world and exhort them to receive it.

In view of the many Scripture- that has
been brought to bear in this invstigation
we see that the Bible as positively teach
that faith, repentance, confession and bap=
tism is the terms of reconciliation to be
complied with by the people, as it does
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that God made the world. And how the
denominational preachers will try to ap-
proach the throne of God with their pray-
ers asking God tocome down or send con:
verting power and convert sinners instead
of giving the teris of reconciliation as the
Apostles did, I cannot understand. Still
they do it, knowing or should know that no
apostle or amibassador for Christ ever
prayed for God to send down converting
powet. They prayed and begged the peo:
ple to aceept the terms and be reconciled.
And when the people accépted thé terms the
Lord added them 10 the dhurch.” And the
same process that made them christians
made them members of the .¢hurch. The
church of the New l'estamient is entirely a
different thing from the denominational
churches, That church is a spiritual body
over which Christ is the Head and in which
every christian is a member, because he ig
o christian. No one can possibly he a
christian and not belong to the New Testa-
ment Church, for the reason that the same
process which riiakes one a christian adds
him to the ehurch in the New Testarment
sense.

The truth i3 that the denominational
churches, such as Baptist, Methodist and
a'l other denominatiohs known to me are
hot, once named in all the Book of God.
And when we think about it right it takes
ag much or more money to run depomina-
tionalism than it does the government,
And the strangest thing to me of all is that
after taxing the common people with this
vast amount of money to run theirchurches
Then the preachers, to be liberal and popu-
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lar, will tell the people that they can becotie
a christian and live the christian life and
finally get home to heaven without being
a member of any denomination. Now if
the people can be saved without belonging
toany of these denominations, and the
preachers says they can, why spend our
money and time in trying to keep up such
things? Who ever read of an ambassador
of Christ going before the people with the -
terms of reconciliation and then acknowl-
edge to the people that they can be saved
without it The gospel that they preached
and the terms of salvation that they offered
are things that the people could not be
saved without believing and obeying, Then
would it not be far better for the people to
abandon all denominational reiigion that
they can be saved without, and uniting their
forces, time, money and talent in
pursuading dying men and women to preach
and practice that that we can’t be saved
without? And just simply be Christians as
they were in New Testament times? Now,
kind reader in conclusion, T have investi-
gated this subject as honest as I know how
and in the fear of God, and that we may all
be able to so steer our frail barks as to
reiach the port of eternal felicity is my prayer.

Time is winding us away to cur eternal

ome,
Life is but a winter’s day—a journey to
the tomb. ‘
Youth and vigor soon will flee; blooming
beauty loose its charms, )
- All thats mortal soon shall be inclosed in
deaths cold arms, .






