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The Editor Is a guidance counselor at a junior high school In Louisville. 

C. R. L. 

Try the uplook 
S~mcone ha~ snid. '·If the outlook depresses )'OU, tr~' the uplook ... 

Las t 111ght 1 rccc•Jved a phone call from n brother with n large family. 
'" l'v<• just lost my job!"" he exclaimed with t'nthusiasm. '"\Vhnt n 
wvnde rfuJ dcmonstrntion of tl10 sovereignty of Cod!" No, he didn't 
have another job in view; he had "the uplook." 

Down in Chattanooga !here is n brotl1er named C . .M. Shepherd. 
fIt- is in thl' Lord"s work and he's blind- hut lw has "the uplook."" 
I fc doesn't :t!>k for !>ympathy: hr doc·sn't ha,·e his hand out for dona
tions. H e publishes '' little magnzine called Eternal Foretaste, and 
he s<•nds it out f re<'. It isn't very impressh·e in apppcamnee. but 
it will warm your !wart. Address your request to 1704 Duncan Ave
mw, Chattanoogn, Tenn. 37404. 

The outlook tor '75 
I'm not much of a prophe t. hut it se<•ms to me that e \"l'll the war 

years of HJ42-45 held out more hope than the present. Inflation, un
employment, th<• energy crisis, the middle east, the spread of Com
munism-these prohlcms give no promise of going away. How 
tht'n can we cntn the nC'w yc·ar with nny kind of optimism? vVhcrc 
docs this ''uplook'' come from? Lel me !>hare two or three scliptun•s 
w ith you. 

First , we JH'C'd to face the fnct that believers arc subject to 
pain ;md sorrow just like a nybody clst'. "In the world you nre under 
pressure," said tlw Lord, "but be confident! I have overcome the 
world'" (Jn. 16:33) . Belonging to Christ m<'ans that we arc no 
longer a cog in the machinery l)f this world-system. We are person
ally loved and personally cart>d for; om steps nrc "'ordered by the 
l .ord"-not dictlllt'd hy tl w way thr machine runs or doesn't run. 
Every day comes to the Christian as an individual prescription 
written by our Lord, in spite of circumstances. 

T he prophet Il ahakkuk (3: 17-19) faced crisis conditions in his 
tinlt': )'t't he could rejoice. \\1<' do not have a lesser privilege. 

Although tlw fig tree may not blossom, 
nor fruit lw on the vines, 
tl1e produce of the oliw fnil 
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and the field yield no food, 
the flock be cut off from the fold, 
and there be no herd in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation. 
The Lord God is my strength . . . . 

This sounds much like Paul's "Rejoice in the Lord always." 
Notice that the source of n-joicing is not in possessions or position, 
but in the Lord. 

"The uplook" is what we see when we take our eyes off of 
circumstances and look at Jesns-"Looking unto Jesus, the author 
and the finisher of our faith." Jesus-crucified, risen, exalted on 
high and corning again. All authority has already been given to 
Him. "All the inhabitants of the earth me accounted as nothing; 
He does according to His will in the army of heaven and among 
the inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay His hand or say to 
Him, 'What doest Thou?"' (Dan. 4:35). 

To many around us the outlook for 1975 is frightening. Let's 
ask the Lord for the opportunity to share the uplook with some of 
these hefot·c the ycnr is out. By the way, 1975 may he a short y<•nr: 
"Behold! He cometh ... " Maranatha! 

Come, Lord! 
Corne Lord, and tarry not; 

Bring the long looked-for Day; 
0 why these ycars of waiting lwre, 

These ages of delay? 

Come, for Thy saints still wait; 
Daily ascends their sigh: 

The Spirit and the Bride say "Come"; 
Dost Thou not hear their cry? 

Come, for Thy Israel pines, 
An exile from Thy fold; 

0 call to mind Thy faithful Word 
And blt•ss them as of old. 

Come and make all things new; 
Build up Thy ruined earth; 

Hestorc our faded Paradise; 
Creation's second birth. 

Come, and begin Thy reign 
Of everlasting Peace; 

Come, take the Kingdom to Thyself, 
Grcat King of Highteousness. 

-II oratius Bonar 
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Peace! Be Still! 
J. C. Ryle 

"And tlwrc aros(' a !(real stonn of wind, and the wa\'£'s heat into the ship, 
so that it was now full. 

"An~ he was in the hi?Jder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they 
awake hun, and say unto !urn, Master, carest thou not that we perish? 

"And he arose, and rchukecl the wind, and said unto the Sl'n, Pence bt• 
still. And the wind ct•nsed, nnd thew wns n Jti'Cat cohn. ' 

"And he said unto them, Why nrc ye so fearful? How Is it that ye have 
nc1 faith?" -Mark 4:37-40. 

I wish professing Christians in this day studied the four Gospels 
more than they do. I know that all Scripture is pmfitahle. I do 
not wish to exalt one part of the Bible at the expense of another. 
But I think it would he good for some who are very familiar with 
the Epistles, if they knew a little more about Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John. 

Now why do I say this? I say it because I want professing 
Christians to know more about Christ. It is well to be acquainted 
with all the doctrines and principles of Chric;tianity. It is better to 
he acquainted with Christ Himself. It is well to he familiar with 
faith, and grace, and justification, and sanctification. They are 
all matters pertaining to the King. But it is far better to be familiar 
with Jesus Himself, to see the King's own face, and to behold His 
beauty. 

Ought not the slwcp to he familiar with the Shepherd? Ought 
not the patient to be familiar \\dth the Physician? Ought not the 
bride to be familiar with the Bridegroom? Ought not the sinner to 
be familiar with the Savior? Beyond doubt it ought to be so. The 
Gospels were written to make men familiar with Christ, and therefore 
I wish men would study the Gospels. 

Surely we cannot know this Christ too well. Surely there is not 
a word, nor a deed, nor n day, nor a step, nor a thought in the 
record of His life, which ought not to hc precious to us. We should 
labor to be familiar with every line that is written about Jesus. 

Come now, and let us study together a page in our Master's 
history. Let us consider what we may learn from the verses of 
Scripture which stand at the front of this hooklet. You sec Jc.•sus 
there crossing the Lake of Galilee in a boat with His disciples. You 
see a sudden storm arise while He is asleep. The waves beat into 
the boat, and fill it. Death seems to he close at hand. The fright
ened disciples awak<· tlwir Master and cry for help. He ario;es 
and rebukes the wind and waves, and ut once there is a calm. He 
mildly repro\'es the faithless fears of His companions, and all is over. 
Such is the picture. It is one fu)] of deep instmction. Let us ex
amine what we arc meant to learn. 

Troubles will come 
Learn first of all, that foUowing Christ will not prevent your 

having earthly sorrows unc.l troubles. 
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Here arc the chosen disciples of the Lord Jesus in great anxiety. 
The faithful little Hock which believed when Priests, and Scribes, 
and Pharisees were all alike unbelieving, is allowed hy the Shepherd 
to be much disquieted. The fear of death breaks in upon them 
like an anned man. The deep water seems likely to go over their 
souls. Peter, James and John, the pillars of the Church about to 
be planted in the world, are much distressed. 

Perhaps they had not reckoned on all this. Perhaps they had 
expected that Christ's service would at any rate lift them above the 
reach of earthly trials. Perhaps they thought that He who could 
mise the dead, and heal the sick, and feed multitudes with a few 
loaves, and cast out devils with a word-He would never allow His 
servants to be sufferers upon earth. Perhaps they had supposed 
He would always gr.mt them smooth journeys, fine weather, an 
easy course, and freedom from trouble and care. 

If the disciples thought so they were much mistaken. The Lord 
Jesus taught them that a man may be one of His chosen servants, 
and yet have to go through many an anxiety, and endure many a pain. 

I have the privilege of heing one of Christ's ambassadors. In 
His name I can offer eternal life to any man, woman m· child who 
is willing to have it. In His name I do offer pardon, peace, grace, 
glory, to any son or daughter of Adam who reads this booklet now. 
But I dare not offer that person worldly prosperity as a part and 
parcel of the Gospel. I dan• not offer him long life, and increased 
im:ome, and freedom from pain. I dare not promise the man who 
takes up the Cross and follows Christ, that in his following he shall 
never meet with a storm. 

I know well that many do not like these terms. They would 
prefer having Christ and good health-Christ and plenty of money
Christ and no deaths in their family-Christ and no wearing cares
Christ and a perpetual morning without clouds. But they do not 
like Christ and the Cross-Christ and tribulation-Christ and the 
conflict-Christ and the howling wind-Christ and the stonn. 

Reader, is this the thought of your heart? Believe me, if it is, 
you arc very wrong. List<•n to me, and I will try to show you you 
have yet much to learn. 

How should we know who are true Christians if following Christ 
was the way to be free from trouble? How should we discern the 
wheat from the chaff, if it were not for the winnowing of trial? 
How should we know whether men served Christ for His own sake 
or from selfish motives, if His service brought health and wealth 
with it as a matter of course? The winds of winter soon show us 
which of the trees are evergreen and which are not. The storms of 
arHiction and care are useful in the same way. They discover whose 
faith is real, and whose is nothing but profession and form. 

How would the ~:orreat work of sanctification go on in a man if he 
had no tl'ial? Trouble is ofteu the only fire which will burn away 
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tho. dross that clings to our hearts. Trouble is the pruning-knife 
wluch the great Husbandman employs in order to make us fruitful in 
good works. The harvest of the Lord's field is seldom ripened by 
sunshine only. It must go through its days of wind, and rain, 
and storm. 

Reader, if you profess to be a child of Cod, leave the Lord Jesus 
to sanctify you in His own way. Rest satisfied that He never makes 
any mistukes. Be sure that He does all things well. The wind may 
howl around you, and the waters swell. But fear not, "He is 
leading you by the right way, that He may bring you to a city of 
habitation" (Psalm 107:7). 

Jesus Himself 
Learn in the second pL'lce, that the Lord Jesus Christ is truly 

and really man. 

There arc words used in this little history, which, like many other 
pas~o11ges in the Gospels, bring out this truth in a very striking way. 
You are told that when the waves began to break on the ship, Jesus 
wns in the hinder part, "asleep on a pillow." He was weary, and 
who can wonder at itP After preaching in the open air to vast 
multitudes, Jesus was fatigued. Surely if the sleep of the laboring 
man is sweet, much more sweet must have been the sleep of our 
blessed Lordi 

Heuder, I ask you to settle deeply in your mind this great tmth, 
that Jesus Christ was verily and indeed man. He was equal to the 
Father in all things, and the eternal Cod. But He was also man, 
and took part of flesh and blood, and was made like unto us in all 
things, sin only excepted. He had a body like our own. Like us, 
He was hom of a woman. Like us, He grew and increased in 
stature. Like us He was often hungry and thirsty, and faint and 
weary. Like us, He ate and drank, rested and slept. Like us, He 
sorrowed and wept, and felt. It is all very wonderful, but so it is. 
He that made the heavens, went to and fro as a poor weary man on 
earth! He that ruled over principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, took on Him a frail body like our own. He that might have 
dwelt for ever in the glory which He had with the Father, amidst the 
praises of legions of angels, came down to earth and dwelt as a man 
among sinful men. Surely this fact alone is an amazing miracle of 
condescension, grace, pity, and love. 

I find a deep mine of comfort in this thought, that Jesus is perfect 
man no less than perfect Cod. He in whom I am told by Scripture 
to trust, is not only a great High Priest, hut a feeling High Priest. 
He is not only a powerful Savior, hut a sympathizing Savior. He 
is not only the Son of Cod mighty to save, but the Son of man able 
to feel. 

Who does not know that sympathy is one of the sweetest things 
left to us in this sinful world? It ic; one of the bright seasons in ou 
dark journey here below, when we can find a person who enters int 
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our troubles, and goes along with us in our an.xieties-who can 
weep when we weep, and rejoice when we rejoice. 

Sympathy is far better than money, and far rarer too. Thousands 
C'.tn give who know not what it is to feel. Sympathy has the greatest 
power to drnw us and to open our hearts. Proper and corr~t 
counsel often falls dead nnd useless on a heavy heart. Cold advtce 
often makes us shut up, shrink, and withdraw into ourselves, when 
tendered in the day of troubl(•. But genuine sympathy in such a 
day will call out all our better feelings, if we have any, and obtain 
an influence over us when nothing else can. Give me the friend, 
who, though poor in gold and silver, has always ready a sympathizing 
heart. 

I see a marvelous proof of love and wisdom in the union of two 
natures in Christ's person. It was marvellous love in our Savior 
to condescend to go through weaknt'ss and humiliation for our 
sakes, ungodly rebels as we arc. It was marvellous wisdom to fit 
Himself in this way to be the very Friend of friends, who could not 
only save man, but meet him on his own ground. I want one able 
to perform all things needful to redeem my soul. This Jesus can do, 
for He is the eternal Son of Cod. I want one able to understand 
my weakness and infirmities, and to deal gently with my soul, while 
tied to a body of death. This again Jesus can do, for He was the 
Son of Man, and had flesh 1md blood like my own. Had my 
Savior been Cod only, I might perhaps have trusted Him. but I 
never could have come near to Him without fear. Had my Savior 
been man only, I might have loved Him, but I never could have felt 
sure that He was able to take awny my sins. But, blessed be the 
Lord, my Savior is God as well as man, and man as well as God
God, and so able to deliver me-man, and so able to feel with me. 
Almighty power and deepest sympathy are met together in one 
glorious person, Jesus Christ, my Lord. Surely a believer in Christ 
hns a strong consolation. He may wclJ trust, and not he afraid. 

Your soul's business is in tht' hand of a High Priest who can be 
touched with the feeling of your infinnities. You have not to do 
with a being of so high and glorious a nature, that your mind can 
in no wise comprehend him. You have to do with Jesus, who had 
a body like your own, and was a man upon earth like yourself. He 
well knows that world through which you are struggling, for He 
dwelt in the midst of it thirty-three ycnrs. He well knows the 
contradiction of sinners, which so often discourages you, for He 
endured it Himself. He well knows the art and cunning of your 
spiritual enemy, the Devil, for He wrestled with him in the wilder
ness. 

Arc Jou poor and needy? So nlso was Jesus. The foxes had 
holes, an the birds of the air had nests, but the Son of Man had not 
where to lay Hi-; head. He dwelt in a despised city. Men used to 
say, "Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?" (John 1:46). 
He was esteemed u carpenter's son. He prcuched in a borrowed 
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boat, rode into Jerusalem on a borrowed ass, ami was buried in a 
borrowed tomb. 

Are you alone in the world, and neglected hy those who ought to 
love. you? . So also was Jesus. He came unto His own, and they 
recetved lhm not. He came to be a Messiah to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel, and they rejected Him. The princes of this 
world would not acknowledge Him. The few that followed Him 
were publicans and fishermen. And even these at the last forsook 

. Him and were scattered every man to his own place. 

Arc you misunderstood, misrepresented, slandered, and per
secuted? So also was Jesus. He was called a glutton and a wine
bibber, a friend of publicans, a Samaritan, a madman, and a devil. 
His charucter was belied. False charges were laid against Him. 
An unjust sentence was passed upon Him, and, though innocent, 
He was condemned as a malefactor, and as such died on the Cross. 

Docs Satan tempt you, and offer horrid suggestions to your mind? 
So also did he tempt Jesus. He bade Him to distrust God's fatherly 
providence. "Command these stones to be made bread." He 
proposed to Him to tempt God, by exposing Himself to unnecessary 
danger. "Cast thyself down" from the pinnacle of the temple. 
He suggested to Him to obtain the kingdoms of the world for His 
own, by one little act of submission to himself. "All these things 
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me." 

Do you ever feel great agony ml(l conflict of mind? Do you feel 
in darkness, as if God had left you? So did Jesus. Who can tell 
the extent of the sufferings of mind He went through in the garden? 
Who can measure the depth of His soul's pain when He cried, "My 
God! My God! Why hast thou forsaken me?'' 

Listen not for a moment to the wretched argument of the Roman 
Catholic, when he tells you that the Virgin Mary and the saints are 
more sympathizing than Christ. Answer him, that such an argu
ment springs from ignorance of the Scriptures, and of Christ's true 
nature. Answer him, that you have not so learned Christ, as to 
regard Him only as an austere Judge, and a Being to be feared. 
Answer him, that the four Gospels have taught you to regard Him 
as the most loving and sympathizing of Friends, as well us the 
mightiest and most powerful of Saviors. Answer him, that you 
want no comfort from saints and angels, from the Virgin Mary, or 
from Gabriel, so long as you can repose your weary soul on the 
man Christ Jesus. 

The weakness of Christians 
Learn, in the third place, that there may he much weakness and 

infirmity, even in u true Christian. 
You have a striking proof of this in the conduct of the disciples 

here recorded, when the waves broke over the ship. They awoke 
cresus in haste. They said to Him in fear and anxiety, "Master, 
car<•st thou not that we perish?'' 
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There was impatience. They might have waited till tl1eir Lord 
thought fit to arise from His sleep. 

There was unbelief. They forgot that they were in the keeping 
of One who had all power in His hand. "We perish." 

There wa<~ distrust. They spoke as if they doubted their Lord's 
care and thoughtfulness for their safety and well-being. "Carest 
thou not that we perish?'' 

Poor faithless men! What business had they to be afraid? 
They had seen proof upon proof that all must be well so long as the 
bridegroom was with them. They had witnessed repeated examples 
of His love and kindness towards them, sufficient to convince them 
that He would never let them come to real harm. But all was 
forgotten in the present danger. Sense of immediate peril often 
makes men have a bad memory. Fear is often unable to reason 
from past experience. They heard the winds. They saw the waves. 
They felt the cold waters beating over them. They fancied death 
wa<~ close at hand. They could wait no longer in suspense. "Ouest 
thou not," said they, "that we perish?" 

But, after all, let us understand this is only a picture of what is 
constantly going on among be1icvers in every age. There arc too 
many disciples, I suspect, at this very day, like those who are here 
described. 

Many of God's children get on very well so long as they have no 
trials. They follow Christ very tolerably in the time of fair weather. 
They fancy they are trusting Him cntirdy. They flatter themselves 
they have cast every care on Him. They ohtain the reputation of 
being very good Christians. 

But suddenly some unlooked for trial assails them. Their prop
erty makes itself wings, and flies away. Their own health fails. 
Death comes up into their house. Tribulation or persecution ariseth, 
because of the Word. And where now is their faith? Where is the 
strong con6dencc they thought they had? Where is their peace, 
their hope, their resignation? Alas! they arc sought for and not 
found. They are weighed in the balance, and found wanting. Fear, 
and doubt, and distress, and anxiety, break in upon them like a flood, 
and they seem at their wit's end. I know that this is a sad descrip
tion. I only put it to the conscience of every real Christian, whether 
it is not correct and true. 

Reader, the plain truth is that there is no literal and absolute 
perfection among true Christians, so long as they are in the hody. 
The best and brightest of God's snints is but a poor mixed heing. 
Converted, renewed, and sancti6ed though he be, he is still com
passed with infirmity. There is not a just man upon earth that 
always doeth good, and sinncth not. In many things we offend all. 
A man may have true saving faith, and yet not have it always close 
at hand, and ready to be used. 

Reader, have you faith in Christ? Do you feel such love and 
con6dencc in Him, that you cannot understand being greatly moved 
by any event that could happen? It is all well. I am glad to hear 
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it. But has this faith been tried? Has this confidence been put 
to the test? If not, take heed of condemning these disciples hastily. 
Be not high-minded, but fear. Think not !Jecause your heart is in 
a lively frame now, that such frame will always last. Say not be
cause your feelings m·c warm and fervent today, "tomorrow shnii ht• 
as today, and much more abundant," Say not, because your heart 
is lifted up just now with a strong sense of Christ's mercy, .. 1 shall 
never forget Him as long as I live." Ohl learn to abate something 
of this flattering estimate of yourself. You do not know yourself 
thoroughly. There nrc more things in your inward man than you 
are at present aware of. The Lord may leave you as He did Heze
kiah, to show you all that is in your heart ( 2 Chronicles 32:31). 
Blessed is he that is clothed with humility. Happy is he that fearcth 
always. Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 

Render, I beseech \'OU to remember this. It is n lesson worth 
attention. The apostles lwlieved in Christ, loved Christ, and gave 
up all to follow Christ. And yet you sec in this storm the apostles 
were afraid. Learn to h(' charitable in your judgment of them. 
Learn to be moderate in your expectations from your own heart. 
Contend to the death for the truth that no man is a tmc Christian 
who is not converted, and is not a holy man. But allow that a man 
may he converted, have a new heart, and he a holy man, and yet 
he liable to infirmity, douhts and fears. 

The power of the Lord 
Learn in the fourth place, the power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
You have a sh·iking example of His power in the history upon 

which I am now dwelling. The waves were breaking into the ship 
wlwre Jesus was. Tht• terrified disciples awoke Him, and cried 
for help. "He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, 
Pence, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was n great calm." 
This was a wondt•rful miradt.•. No one could do this, hut one who 
was almighty. 

Make the winds c<·ase with a word! Who does not know that 
it is n common saying, in order to describe an impossibility, "You 
might as well speak to tlw wind!"? Y<•t Jt•sus rebukes the wind, 
and at onc<• it ceases. This was power. 

Calm the waves with n voice! What reader of histm·v does not 
know that a mighty king of England tried in vain to stop the tide 
rising on the shore? Y<'t hcrt.• is one who says to raging waves in 
n storm, "Pt•ace, he still," and at once there is a calm. Here was 
power. 

Reader, it is good for all men to have clear views of the Lord 
Jesus Christ's power. Lt't the sinne1· know that the merciful Savior, 
to whom he is urged to flee, and in whom he is invited to trust, is 
nothing less than the Almighty, and has power over all flesh to give 
eternal life (Hevelation l:S; John 17:2). Let th<l anxious inquirer 
understand that if he will onlr venhlrt• on Jesus, and take up the 
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Cross he ventures on one who has all power in heaven and earth 
(Matthew 28:18). Let the believer remember as he journe~s 
through the wilderness, that his Mediat.or, and Advocate, and Ph~st
cian and Shepherd and Hcdccmer, Js Lord of lords, and Kmg 
of kings, and that tl~rough Him all things may he done ( Hevclation 
17:14; PhiJippians 4:13). 

What though your conscience within he lashed by the recollection 
of countless tmnsgrcssions, and tom by every gust of temptation? 
What though the remembrance of past hideous profligacy be griev
ous unto you, and the burden intolerable? What though your 
heart seems full of evil, and sin appears to drag you whither it will 
like a slave? What though the Devil ride to and fro over your 
soul like a conqueror, and tell you it is vain to stmgglc against him, 
there is no hope for you? I teJJ you there is One who can give even 
you pardon and peace. My Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, can 
rebuke the Devil's raging, can calm even your soul's misery, and 
say unto you, ''Peace! be still!" He can scatter that cloud of 
guilt which now weighs you down. He can bid despair depart. 
He can drive fear away. He can remove the spirit of bondage, and 
fill you with the spirit of adoption. Satan may hold your soul like 
a strong man armed, but Jesus is stronger that he, and when He 
commands, the prisoners must go free. Oh! if any troubled reader 
wants a calm within, let him go this day to Jesus Christ, and all shall 
yd he well. 

But what if your heart be right with God and yet you are pressed 
down with a load of earthly trouble? What if the fear of povert}' 
is tossing you to and fro, and seems likely to overwhelm you? 
What if pain of body be racking you to distraction day after day? 
What if you are suddenly laid aside from active usefulness, and 
compelled by infirmity to sit still and do nothing? What if death 
hns come into your home, and taken away yom Rachel, or Joseph, 
or Benjamin, and left you alone cmshed to the ground with sorrow? 
What if aJJ this has happened? Still there is comfort in Christ. 
He can speak peace to wounded hearts as easily as calm troubled 
St!as. He can rebuke rebellious wills as powerfully as raging winds. 
He can make stonns of sorrow abate, and silence tumultuous pas
sions as surcly as He stopped the Galilean storm. He can say to 
the heaviest anxiety, "Peace, be still." The floods of care and 
tribulation may be mighty, but Jesus sits upon the waterfloods, and 
is mightier thnn the waves of the sea (Psalm 9.1:4). Thl• winds of 
trouhle may howl fiercely round you, but Jesus holds them in His 
hand, and can stay them when He lists. Oh! if any reader this 
day is broken-hearted, and care-worn, and sorrmvful, let him go to 
Jesus Christ, nnd (•ry to Him, and he shall he refreshed. "Come 
unto me," He says, "all yc that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28). 

Reader, I invite you this day to take large views of Christ's power. 
Doubt anything else if you will, but never doubt Christ's power. 
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Whether you do not secretly love sin, may be doubtful Whether 
you are not p~ivately clinging to the world, may be doubtful. 
Whether the pnde of your nature is not rising against the idea of 
he.ing .saved as a ~oor sinner hr grace, may he doubtful But one 
thmg 1s not doubtful, and that 1s, that Christ is able to save to the 
uttermost, and will save you if you will let Him. 

The patience of Jesus 
Learn, in the last place, how tenderly and patiently the Lord Jesus 

deals with weak believers. 

Y~>u see this tmth brought out in His word to His disciples, when 
the wmd ceased and there was a calm. He might well have rebuked 
them sharply. He might well have reminded them of all the great 
things He had done for them, and reproved them for their cowardice 
and mistrust. But there is nothing of nnger in the Lord's words. 
He simply asks two questions: "Why are yc so fearful? How is it 
that yt> have no faith?" 

At no time in our Lord's ministry, did the disciples seem to com
prt~hend fully the object of His coming into the world. The humilia
tion, the atonement, tlw crucifhdon, were hidden things to them. 
The plainest words and clearest warnings from their Master of 
what was going to befall Him, seemed to have no effect on their 
minds. They understood not. They perceived not. It was hid 
from their eves. Once Peter even tried to dissuade our Lord from 
suffering: "Be it far from thee, Lord," he said, "this shall not he 
unto thett' (Matthew 16:22; Luke 18:34; 9:45). 

Frequently you will sec things in tl1eir spirit and demeanor, 
which arc not at all to he commended. One day, we arc told, they 
disputed among themselves who should be greatest (Mark 9:34). 
Another day, they considered not His mimcles, and their l1earts 
were hardened (Mark 6:52). One(•, two of them wished to call 
down fire from heavl'n upon a village, b£'Cause it did not receive 
them (Luke 9:54). In the garden of Gethscmanc, the three best 
of them slept, when they should have watched and pmyed. In the 
hour of His lwtrayal, they all forsook Him and fled. And, worst of 
all, Pctl•J·, the most forward of the twelve, denied his Master three 
times with an oath. 

Even after the resurrection, you sec the same unhelid and hard
ness of heart clinging to them. Though they saw their Lord with 
their eyes, and touched Him with their hands, even then some 
doubted. So weak were tht~y in faith! So slow of heart were they 
to believe all that the prophets had written! So backward were 
they in understanding the meaning of our Lord's words, and actions, 
and life. and death! 

But what do vou sec in our Lorcfs behavior towards these 
disciples all through His ministry? You sec nothing hut unchang
ing pity, compassion, kindness, gentleness, patience, long-suffering, 
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and love. He does not cast them off for their stup.idit.y. He docs 
not reject them for their unbelief. He does not dlsm1ss them for 
ever for cowardice. He teaches them as they arc able to bear. He 
leads them on step by step, as a nurse does an infant when it fir~t 
hegins to walk. He sends tlwm kind messages as soon as He IS 
risen from the dead. "Go," lie said to the women, "Go tell my 
bretl~ren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me" 
(Matthew 28:10). He gathers them around Him once more. He 
restores Peter to his placl•, and bids him feed His sheep. He 
descends to sojourn with them forty days before He finally ascends. 
He commissions them to go forth as His messengers, and preach 
the Gospel to the Gentiles. He blesses them in parting, and en· 
couruges them with that gradous promise, "I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world" (Matthew 28:20). Truly this was 
a love that passeth knowledge. This is not the manner of man. 

Let all the world know that th<· Lord Christ is very pitiful and of 
tender mercy. He will not break the bruised reed, nor quench the 
smoking flax. As a father pitieth his own children, so He pitieth 
them that fear Him. As one whom his mother comforteth, so will 
He comfort His people. He cares for the lambs of His flock, as 
well as for the old sheep. He cares for the sick and feeble ones of the 
fold, as well as for the strong. Only let a sinner lay hold on Christ 
by faith; and then, however feeble, Christ's word is pledged to him, 
.. 1 will never leave thee nor forsake thee." He may correct llim 
occasionally, in love. He may gently reprove him, at times. But 
He will never, never give him up. The Devil shall never pluck 
him from Christ's hand. 

Let all the world know that the Lord Jesus will not cast away His 
believing people because of shortcomings and infirmities. The hus
band docs not put away his wife because he finds failings in her. 
The mother docs not forsake her infant because it is weak, feeble, 
and ignorant. And the Lord Jesus Christ does not cast off poor 
sinners, who have committed their souls into His hands, because He 
sees in them hlcm!shes and imperfections. Oh, No! It is His glory 
to pass over the faults of His people, and heal their backslidings
to make much of their weak graces, and to pardon their many faults. 

Consider, I beseech you, the tenderness and patience of the Lord 
Jesus, and be afraid no more. !"ear not to take up the cross and 
come out boldly from the world. That same Lord and Savior who 
bore with the disciples, is ready and willing to bear with you. If 
you stumble, He will raise you. If you err, He will gently bring 
you hack. If you faint, He will revive you. He will not lead you 
out of Egypt, and then suffer you to perish in the wilderness. He 
will conduct you safely into the promised land. Only commit your 
self to His guidance, and, my soul for yours, He shall carry you 
safely home. 

The tract "Peace! Be Still!" was published hy \V. Uunt at the Stearn Press, 
Tavern Street, Ipswich in 1852, and sold over twenty thousand copies. This 
condenst.od version is printed in hooklet fonn for the Evangclkal Alliance by 
CRUSADE, 30 Bedford Plae(~, W.C.l, England. 
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Ernest Lyon is a professor of music at the University of Louisville and minister 
of the Highland Church of Christ. 

~ lAY TilE LOHD'S BLESSING be 
with each of yon in 1975. Don't for
get to pray for our churches and for 
our government during another ycnr 
in which Salun's forces will he work· 
ing against everytlllng that is worth· 
while. 

lettuce picked by other unious or 
by non-union workers ... The U.S. 
Supreme Court has let stand a lower 
court roguJntion saying that the FCC 
can force religious broadcasters to 
hire without religious discrimination 
. . . The bishops of the Romnn Cath
olic Church in tho U.S. recently wont 
on record in opposition to capital 
punishment. Coing against tho Hihlo 
on this issue made their opposition to 
abortion less effective, it seems to 
me . . . Maryland VQters tm ned down 
a parochial school aid measure in a 
statewide refurcndllill November 5 for 
the second time in two years ... 
The Baptist Association. in Drubs, 
Texas, has asked member churches to 
quit pentecostal worship or leave the 
association . . . Snme largo church 
orgranizatious protested the Prcsidont's 
vi~il to Korea. I lmow notlling about 
the Korean government except tl1nt 
tht• mass media say it is a hnrsh d ic
tatorship and some reli~ious le<~dors 
who have vbitcd thew hav,. spoken 
for that s.:ovornment and some nguinst, 
b11t I don't feel tllnt a church organ
iz;\ tion has any business dictating to 
the gowmment. . . . Most churches 
;arl' having a hurd limo d ealing wlt"h 
inflation, the news articles say. (In
cidentally, have you given those that 
" labor in the ' Vord" in your church 
a rni.~e t·o counteract inRation?) 

NEWS CONDENSED from tJtc 
Cincinnati Enquirer, with thanks to 
the E. A. Bcnlls: The MctropoUtau 
Area Heligious Coalition of C:incin
nati will be devotulg most of 1.ts at
tention to public education, hunger, 
and mnlnulrillon this year. (WJlat
uvcr happened to cvungellzation?) . . . 
Even the friends of Ute National Coun
cil of Churches are getting coucemed 
with the council's political posture 
nnd urging it to . get more into tho 
re ligious nnd, unlortunatcly, hack to 
ecUIIICnism. The governing board re
<.:eutJy voted to urge President Ford to 
get the US to help t.J;e hun~ry, to 
prabc Pre~. Ford for Jus op emng the 
nmnc~ty issue, In condc111n him for 
opposing the busin~ order in 13ostou, 
to protest Greek and Turkish mili· 
tary intervention in Cyprus, . to ap
prove wurkinf! against IB:-. 1 lor bus
iness activities in the fricmlly country 
of South Africa, aud tu suppm't selr
dcterminution for Puerto flicans (the 
Puerto Hicans have rejected turning 
Joost· from US connections by over
whelming vote, hut the reds still want 
them nul). Ilow is that fo•· a "dmrch" OUH GOVEHNMENT is bcin):! 
or~-tanization? . . . As much opposed helped hy Lhc NatlonnJ Edncntion As
to ahortiou as I am, I will have to sociation in Ule attempt to take over 
a~rue with Ben L. Knufmran t1lat contTol of childreu from tile family. 
people can di$a~-,rrc<· owr this anti An NEA spokesman recently stntecl 
still worship together ... Tlw World thnt tho schools hnvc more ril(hts t(.l 
Council of Churches has joiucd the chilclrcn thau parents do. 
NCC ill prolllolin~ ~ l nrxist-Lcninist 
Cesar Chavez in h is attempt to con- HUMANIS~f i.~ a re ligion and it is 
trol faml production. Tbev are ask- graclurally becomin~ tho official religion 
ing people to boycott grap es and bend of the United Stntes. Tho country 
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that forsakes Cod is in great danger, 
of <.'Ourse, even if the forsaking is 
done in the nwne of religious freedom 
-and cspcciallv, as here, if a humanist 
religion is substituted. 

SOME IIEW (Health, Education 
and Welfare, a depurbnent of the 
US government) officials are planning 
to establish national standards for all 
<.'OIIegiate accrediting agencies in the 
country. They could then take away 
the accreditation of any college (high 
schools and elementary schools would 
he next) that refused HEW regula
tions ("guidelines") for such things as 
social balance. 

A MEAL at the World Food Con
ference (called to aid the "starving," 
they say): A four-course meal with 
several meats, 2 vegetables, <.'Ornu
copins of fruit, a selection of choice 
wines and a fattening dessert. If 
any delegates were among the "starv
ing" they were temporarily ineligihle 
for tho list! 

A I>OPULAR WAY to umkc a go\'
crnment bill acceptable is to give it 
a name different from tho real pur
pose. A srunple of that recently is 
the "Consumer Protection Act" that 
has heen temporarily wjcctcd. It 
wouhl much more accuratclv be dc
scrilx.'tl if it were c-alled the "Con
sumer Control Act." (Personal opin
ion of this eolumnM ami of a lot of 
political observers.) 

HYl'OCRISY is not new, of course 
and it is no SUrPriSe to sec lots of it 
in the inflation publicity. To ask the 
general {?ublic to stop lnllation hv 
quitting buying things while voting 
for larger and larger deficits hy the 
government (the primary cause of 
inflation, a<.'Cording to muny scholar
ly economists) is pure hypocrisy. He
t·cntly the hcud of our govcnunent 
called for a saving of over •l billion 
dollars from the budget and tht•n 
~;gned a new bill spending 20 billion. 

those three days! A news story also 
recently stated that "Castro's security 
system maintains a vise-like control 
over the <.'Ountry's eight million in
habitants. It includes nearly two mil
lion ncighhorhood infonnants ... "
approximutely one in four is a govern
ment spy! 

A DAYTON reader has sent me 
a copy of the infnmotL~ advertisement 
(this taken from 11 Wright State Unl
versitv paper) of the "Free Life 
Church" in Florida that invites you 
to join and be ordained as a minister 
with tho rank of Doctor of Divinity. 
Yt•s, it lms happened! 

NELSON ROCKEft'ELLEH will 
pmhably he our next vice-president. 
It is interesting that he went into 
olfit'C in N cw York as governor prom
ising to put the state on "pay us you 
go" status. When he became gov
ernor the state owed $879 millkln. 
After si."teen years as governor the 
state dchl is $ll.5 billion. 

CIIILDHEl'\ under 5 now number 
W million, a drop of 5% in two years, 
during which time those over 65 in
creased 9~ and now oubmmber the 
)'nung children by six million. 

SECULAR SOUHCES net• turnin.Jt 
a!(ainst Christlcss religion. "Evangel
ical Newsletter" reports that the Wull 
Street Journal of October 17 quoted 
an artidc that suid in part, "\Vc do 
not nt•t•d a Christianity that makes 
political revolution, thut ru.~hcs to <.'0-
operate with so-called sexual libera
tion, that approves our concupiscenL'C 
or praises our violence." . . • 
And a Tilrany & Co. ad wus devoted 
!!ot . to i~·welry but to the t!uestion, 
. Is . mllah~~~ the real.f>rob}.em? ' "No, 
11 •s not, they sat< . InOation is 
simplv till' ilwvitnhle, final result of 
our follies," which include "forsaking 
our religious heritage, not onh· in our 
schools, hut t'Vl'rywhere; thus, ac<.'Cn
luating crime, immomlitv greed and 
sdfishncss." · ' 

CONSJDEH CUBA hcforc starting 
trudlng with hl•r again: In spite of SOLZHENITSYN Is really emhar
the hlg build-up in papers about the nt.~sin!! the "lihcruls" of the "free 
higher standard of living in Cuha now world." lie is pointing out how "de
(Remember It was the second highest tentt~" is simply another means of 
111 the \Vestern hemisphere hc·forc tlw conununist governments to over
c, .. ~tm), the meat <.'OnStllllption there l'llllle ~·apitaJism llllfl that ft is 1m
is restricted to three-fourths of a morul to support the slave musters that 
pound every nine dnys; that means t~mtrol eommunist governments. Hut 
rou could get a "quarter-pounder" he will he ignored, I believe. 
mh vour hamhur,~ter place only onct! in SO::\IE CHURCH puhlications arc 
I rec days and no more meat for printing some of the statements from 
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the textboo~s iu question m West Vir
ginia ami other places, ~orne of tJw 
statements being so vulgur that they 
w~uld be t'Ompletcly out of place in 
thts magmdnc or, iu fuel, in nny liter
ature iuteudeu for the familr. ~luch 
of it is junk literulurc und its onl>' 
ptulwse seems to be to lear down 
OUI present st:mdnrds. 

CONDENSED l•'H0.\1 The 1 ational 
Lay111eu's Digest: Chilo hus prom
ised to release pl'lsonors if Cuba will 
relc:ll>c its prisoners also. Those who 
have cried out for Chile to release 
those communist conspirators arc 
~tran)!ely silent em this ... "Sesame 
Street'' is plnnning a series of 26 one
hour shows on bcultJt, during which in 
16 of the ~hows the word "abortion" 
will he used constnntJy to "detoxify" 
the viewiu~ nudlcu~:.-o fron1 "culturnl 
'hoc~" ... "A Christmas Plm•" wn~ 
the name, hut the ~lelrosc Hcfonncd 

~hurcl1, Bron\, New York, which f>ut 
•t on shottld have caJied it "n as
phc•ny.'' Among t11c things it does 
is. to say ~lnry didn't kuow tho source 
ol her divino child und to hnvo the 
thrcu w~c mcu predicting Jesus would 
he n member of ono oE the shun 
gan!{s . . . Whcu conservative politi
<:al writers criticize the UN they are 
,•ilificd by mo~t of l11c mas~ mcilin, 
hut whon rccoutJy tho Socialist Ln
hur PMty spo~c stron~-tiY ngnlust tJ1e 
same organi7~<ttion, I read no nttuck 
on them; ncitJlCr did tLc NLD re
portl·rs. 

Pray without ccasin!{, inclutlin~ for 
ou1· couutry and our churches. Send 
your items in aud pmy for tJ1is col
wnn aud its writer. 

Emcst E. Lyou 
2629 Vntlctta Road 
Louisville, Ky. ·10205 

Carl Kitzmiller 

l's it over Cod's will fo1' n church (Ill' any work for I l i111) lu close its do11rs? 
Is not this n confcs\ion of failure? Why should uny of His wmks c"or fu il? 

lt is difficult to sec how we can lay down hard and fast rules in 
these matters. There nn· certainly those works which, so fnr as 
wo can judge, have moved nsidc from t·hc truth of the Dihlc nnd 
faithfulnc:;s to the Lord, llc has removed their candlestick, and they 
have shriveled nnd died. Any of His works can fail-and we might 
add. ought to fail- when they move off the fou ndation. The fail
ure in such cases is not in the Lord hut in men. As we look at the 
religious world about us today, however, we must also realize that 
there arc works disO\.vnctl hy the Lord which have prospered so 
far as growth, finances, nnd the continuation of their programs are 
coneemed. H e is no longer in them. but they have a flesh-empowered 
life. \.Ve musl he careful not to equate ~rowth , prospt'l'ity, nnd hu
manly impressive thiHgs w ith be ing in U1e wi ll of the Lord, for it 
simply is not always so. The church at Lnodicea ( Hev. 3: 14Jf. ) 
wns probably the most outward•y impressive o~. the seven c;:hurches 
of Asia, but she had shut the Lord out of her ldc and was 111 grave 
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danger of heing spewed out of the Lord's mouth. 
Some of the Lord's faithful and useful works may have struggl.~d 

along for years without much apparent success, but if the people 
involved had hcc.'Ome discoura~ed and quit, the work of the Lord 
would have suffered injury. Many a mission work has lmd a diffi. 
cult time until the seed finally hegins to bear fruit. On the oth~r 
hand, there is no requirement that, the Lord having begun a work, Jt 
must never stop, m, if it docs, one of His works has failed. He may 
have needed it only for a given time and place. Some rural churches 
have closed simply because people mowd away, have better trans
portation, etc. Sometimes efforts arc consolidated with great profit. 
I have seen church<~s closed when, in my estimation, there was little 
else to do. Changing communities, loss of members, too many prob
lems, etc.-all of which seemed to indicate that whatever good had 
been done in the past, their usefulness was over. The few people 
involved could count more for the Lord in other efforts. 1 have also 
seen churches dose when, in my judgment, they should have held 
on-when people had just grown tired, perhaps affected hr. the lack 
of prestige or power or programs. In closing they surrendered con
victions and compromised truth for what was often some secular or 
worldly gain. 

The closing of the doors of a work of the Lord does not neces
sarily mean that work was a failure nor that the funds, efforts, and 
time put into it are "all down a rat hole," as I heard one recently 
express it. Many people are serving the Lord today who were con
verted and lcanled the word of Cod in a church no longer in ex
istence. The closing of the old church doors did not wipe out the 
spiritual realities in the lives of these people or others like them. 
Their efForts are now felt in other places and in other works. In 
nature we see a plant flourish, then fail and die, but in the process 
it produces seed that will carry on its life. God may sometimes 
(even often?) use this principle \vith His spiritual works. John the 
Baptist, having come on the scene, is not a failure because he did 
not liven long life, huild up a progressively larger work, etc. He was 
destined in the will of God to decrease after a certain time. Paul 
the apostle, having bL>en directed by the Spirit to a given locality 
to evangelize, did not conclude that he must never leave that com
munity, as though to do so would he failure. When God is through 
with a man in a given place he had better move on, and when God 
is through with a work it is much better for it to die than for us to 
try to pump artificial life into it, trying to keep it going at any cost. 
lf He is through with it, it has been a failure only if He \vished to 
usc it or the people who made it up in a different way, if He was 
somehow limited by a lack of suncnder. Even in such cases, He 
knows how to achieve a great deal with poor instruments. 

All of which docs not mean that we give up at the first bump 
of discouragement from the devil and decide lightly the Lord is 
through \vith this or that work. The real need is for discerning the 
will of the Lord-not always an easy thing to do. I am persuaded 
that it is His will in many cases for us to stand up in the power of 
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C~d to formidable problems and hindrances and opposition. In 
sp1te of n lot of false propaganda implying that God's work will 
always be crowned with success in the eyes of men, we know that His 
work is sometimes slow, discouraging, and requires a lot of faith. 
And whenever God is doing a work, the devil will he in there trying 
to defeat it. If he succeed-; in persuadin~ people who ought to 
~tand to run away, or if he succeeds in pers,uading people to give up 
m favor of some bauble he offers, then Gods work has ind<.>ed faik·d. 
And God may allow it within limits, because He will not force us to 
serve Him against our will. 

A word of caution is in order. We don't want to he annchair 
(tuarterbacks who boast how we could have succeeded when we 
have not been in the fray. We don't want to sit off at a disbm<.-e, 
unaware of many factors making up u decision and criticize those 
who have had tl1at responsibility unless it is evident that they deserve 
such. Sometimes the folks who are a big part of the problem are 
the ones with the loudest protest when u work is closed. 
The Bible tuiJ;s ubout foot wushing, nnd I do not undcrstnnd why we do not 
practice that today. Please cxtJiain this to me. 

You are right in saying the Bible speaks of foot washing. As 
early as Genesis 18:4 we find that the supplying of water to a J.,'Uest 
for the washing of his ft·et was a social custom and an act of hospi
tality (Cf. Gcn 19:2; 24::32; 43;24; ludg. 19:21). It is evident 
that washing the feet would provide a ot of relief as well as cleans
ing to tirc:d and dusty feet after a journey, so it was not a mere 
ritual but an act of kindness. It is not clear in these instances 
whether the guest did his own washing or whether it was done by 
the host (or his servants). By the days of David, however, the 
actual washing must have been a part of the custom. When David 
"proposed" to Abigail through his servants, her "yes" reply was a 
statement of reacliness to wash the feet of David's servants ( 1 Sum. 
25:40-42). Wives in that day must have frequently performed such 
a chore, especially toward visitors. In the New Testament there is 
the account of the sinful woman who anointed Jesus' feet, hnving 
washed them with her tears ( Lk. 7 :36ff. ) . J csus pointed out to the 
Pharisee his failure even to provide water for Jesus. Mary, sister 
of Martha and Lazarus, performed a similar act of devotion shortly 
before the crucifixion (John 11 :2; 12:3). In John 13: 1-20 we hnve 
the account of Jesus washing the disciples' feet. Finally, in 1 Tim
othy 5: 10, the washing of the saints' feet is listed along with other 
domestic chores as one of the good works required of widows sup
ported by tho church. This is a Bible topic. 

You may be wrong, however, in saying that we do not practice 
foot washing today. True, I do not know any churches of Restora
tion background who use this as a religious ritual. As such it is 
rdatively rare amon~ all professing Christendom. And it is true 
that the specific act of foot washing even in a social sense may seldom 
be needed today in ow· land. But if we think of it as an act of 
humility which i-; done to others to express kindness, hospitality, 
sympathy, etc., then there nrc aud ought to be many instanc<.>s of 
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its being practiced today. The one who willingly goes to another 
in times of sickness to help with household chores, diapering the 
baby, wiping running noses, carrying the bed pan or other such 
humble tasks is practicing "foot washing" in my estimation. The 
cup of cold water is given to the one needing it, visiting the fatherless 
and widows, visiting those in prison, or a multitude of other things 
may certainly partake of the foot washing spirit. Notice the other 
similar things listed in 1 Timothy 5: 10 which belong in the same 
category. 

In only one of the above instances (John 13:1-20) could the 
washing of feet be construed as being part of a religious service. 
Those who anointed Jesus' feet <.lid so worshipfully as an act of 
private devotion, but these cases took place at feasts, not worship 
services. We neeu to remember then that often the washing of feet 
was clearly a social act, a matter of courtesy, or respect, or even love, 
which st•rved a very useful purpose. Let us examine this one in
stance to sec if it was ever intended to be a religious ritual. 

Jesus and His disciples gathercu in an upper room to observe 
the feast of the Passover, one of the Jewish feasts. It was on this 
same occasion that He instituteu the Lord's Supper. He left no 
doubt that the eating of the bread and the drinldrig of the fruit of 
the vine was to be practiced over and over by His disciples-"This 
do in remembrance of me." The early church understood this, 
and it is recorded that the breaking of bread was from the beginning 
a part of the worship (Acts 2:42). The apostle Paul introduced 
this into churches he bmught into cxistenc.-e, corrected the misuses 
and abuses of it, and restated its origin (1 Cor. 10:14-22; 11:20-34). 
Since it was on the very same occasion that He washed feet, was 
this also intended as a religious observance? If so, the New Testa
ment is strangely silent on the matter. We read of no later occa
sions of its observance, no corrections in their practice, and no com
mendations for faithfulness. This would seem to be significant. 

On the very occasion Jesus explained what washing of feet was 
all about ( v. 12ff.). lie was giving His followers tlll example that 
they should do as He had done-they should be servants, not haugh
ty people demanding service. He was teaching them and us an 
attitudes that men have had concerning the relationship of Christi
another's feet," He also says (v. 17): "If ye know these things, 
blessed are ye if ye do them." Not just "this," the act of washing 
of feet, but "these things," the actions of humble servants whatever 
they be. For this reason I believe we should see this as typical of 
any needed servitude toward others, and especially toward brethren. 
Jesus taught us to do "as" He had done (v. 15). 

For our day the actual washing of feet in a religious service 
would not necessarily be an act of humble service. How many 
really dirty, smelly feet would you normally find on such nn occa
sion? And while it could symbolically suggest humility and servi
tude, it would in reality be largely a dead form. It is better to do 
that which is of value to us and others. 

7110 Bruton Road, Dallas, Texas 75217 
19 



Edited by Dr. Horace E. Wood 

PROPHECY 
A Panorama of Approaching Cosmic Judgment 

Dr. S. Lewis Johnson 

When we turn to a chapter such as the sixth of Hcvelntiou, 
I think that many of us immediately begin to think about the 
meaning of civilization, and what is its relationship to Christianity. 
Because the things we find in the Bible are so different from the 
things we learn in school. What is the meaning of civilization 
and its relationship to Christianity? 

Amold Toynbce who has been perhaps the most profoundly 
philosophical of historians today has suggested that most of the 
attitudes that men have had c01u:ceming the relationship of Christi
anity to civilization may lw headed up under three different view
points. Christianity according to some is the enemy of civilization. 
This was the view of Marcus Aurelius and this is the view that is 
reflected in Gibbons' Rise aucl Fall of the Ronum Empire. Gibbon 
said when he described the fall of Rome, "I have described the tri
umph of barbarism and religion," and by religion, of course, he 
meant Christiauity. So that for him, when Christianity became wli
versal, that was the triumph of religion, and he regnrded it as a 
very bad thing and linked it with barbarism. Some have felt that 
Christianity is an enemy of civilization. This view today is not 
expressed by philosophers and historians because they know that it 
is ridiculous. I think however, that still it is the view of many of 
the common people of today who think that Christianity is a 
worthless addendum to society as a whole. Others however, have 
said no, Christianity is not an enemy of civilization, it is the 
handmaid or the servant of civilization. Christianity has been very 
helpful because it has helped civilization at various points. It 
has, for example, fostered the brrowth of modem European capi
talism, and for that reason, Christianity is a very helpful thing. 
If it has fostered capitalism, I am sure there are lots of people 
who will think that Christianitv has been a handmaid or a servant of 
civilization, but there are tliin~s that make us believe that this 
cannot possibly he the relationship between Christianity and civ
ilization. In the first place, and let me say, I say this not as a 
Roman Catholic, but we don't have to because we are not Homan 
Catholics, deny everything that is true of the Roman Catholic 
church. In the first place we can say that Roman Catholicism has 
for example survived feudalism \vith which it was so closely en
twined, and this in itself is an evidence of the fact that it is not 
the handmaid or servant of civilization fm it has survived the 
civilization with which it hm; been identified. The Holy Homan 
Empire was survived by the Roman Catholic Church. The Holy 
Roman Empire which was neither holy nor Roman nor an empire 
is nevertheless gone and Roman Catholicism is still with us today. 
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The Greek Orthodox church which we would not call an evan
gelical ann of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ has neverthe
less survived its association. It was associated with Czars and 
was very closely associated with the exploitation of the masses 
in Russia. Yet when the revolution came the Orthodox church 
survived, and as a matter of fact, is still surviving in the midst 
of communism of the Bolshevik, so that Christianity, even in its 
outward aspects has survived the civilizations with which it was 
closely associated. 

Lutherani'im survived its association with the German Chris
tian movement of Nazi Germany and even though it too was as
sociated \vith Hitler, went right down the line with him, never
theless there was an clement in the German Lutheran church headed 
up, we think, and popularized by Martin Nicmullm· survived the 
destruction of Nazi Germany and the civilization that existed there. 
I think that we can point to a number of different tl1ings historically 
to show us that Christianity is not the handmaid or servant of civil
ization. Dr. Toynbcc came to the conclusion that civilization ex· 
isted to facilitate the development of Christianity in the world. 
That is, it was not the handmaid or servant hut that civilization 
had existed in order to facilitate the development of Christianity, 
and I think that any honest rPading of history must come ultimately 
to that conclusion. 

I know that we arc inclined to look about us and say, "Look 
at the great heights to which civilization has reached," and it is true 
that we have reached great heights scientifically and in many other 
ways. Yet, with this great scientific advance there has come a 
growing moral paralysis and a self fmstration which is evident, not 
only in our civilization as a whole hut is also evident in the 
people that make up our civilization. As n matter of fact civil
i7.ntions have been always chnractt'rized by this one thing. They 
have been concerned by making a success of egocentricity, in 
other words, n success of selfishness. This is really the bedrock of 
man in history, trying to make selfishness a suecess. It is a 
startling thing that with all the success that we have made scien
tifically we have grown more and more self-contained in believ
ing in the omnipotence of man, and that selfishness is found in 
the long nm. And yet, there has come also with this outstanding 
success a growing sense of man's ahility to do that which is wrong 
so that while we have succeeded in science, we have also suc
ct'cded in becoming the most immoral, the most comtpt of any 
civilization that has ever existed, that which exists today. Not 
because there are men who arc engaged in the gmsscst of sin, but 
engaged in the sin which is above all sin before God, and that is the 
sin of making man om God. This is the very opposite of Chris
tianity. This is the nmkest of atheism and that is what we have in 
our society today, and the very fact that W<' have succ(.•eded so well 
and yet have drawn so far apart from God is an evidence that 
civilization in which we live is ultimately going to collapse hdorc 
God. It is a startling thing that even today among thinking men 
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who a~e not Christians there is a rising of a suspicion that they 
are ~omg to have to deal with Christianity and its revelation con
cemmg the nature of man. Christianity does not exist as a serv
ant of civilization but rather civilization exists in order to facili
tate the development of Christianity in the world. I think that 
I would like to put it a little more correctly than Professor Toynbee. 
I would like to say that really civilization is the arena in which God 
glorifies Himself as u Hedeemer and as a Judge through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. So what we have about us is not that which we arc 
serving but that which is serving as the arena in which God is going 
to demonstrate that He i'i the Redeemer of men and that He is 
Judge through our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, history is 
His story and that everything is in the hands of the God who is 
the Fatlter of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Now when we turn to the sixth chapter of the book of Hevela
tion, it set~ms to me this is the only kind of philosophy that we 
can possibly have that God is working everything out to glorify 
Himself as Hcdcemcr and also to glorify Himself as Judge through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Here in the sixth chapter of the book of 
Hcvclation we have something of a panorama of the future and 
of the process whereby God is going to bring this about. In the 
sixth chapter we have an overall view and it is a good view, it is 
good sometimes to take an overall view, to take a look at what God 
is doing before we look at the details in the chapters to follow. 
That is what we have right here, and it is a mther interesting 
tiling to me tlmt the writer of the book of Hevclation in this sixth 
chapter, apparently has in his background, in the back of bis mind 
the aim of caricaturing the wonhip o~ the Emperor that existed in 
his day. You see, in the day of the apostle John, Domitian was 
having people say about him, "Behold our God and Lord Domitian, 
behold the lord of lords and king of kings." These arc things that 
were said of Domitian and in the games in which he himself 
participated, which were held in Ephe~>us which John had an op
portunity to see. These were things that were carried out that were 
right along the pattern of the book of Hevclation. There was for 
example the calling of the people together and there was the ac
clamation and tlte proclamation that glorified the Emperor, and 
startling enough the games were started by horse racing in which 
there were four teams of chariots and four different colors, just 
as we have in the sixth of Revelation. After a number of differ
ent exercises, these games would wind up with the festival supper. 
Of course we know that these thing.c; end in the book of Revelation 
with the marriage supper in chapter ninete<m. What we have in 
the book of Hevelation and I think specifically here in the sixth 
chapter is a grim kind of parody that went on in the games 
that honored the Emperor, and so God taking that as his background 
for John who would understand this gives him the truth concerning 
the end of Caesar and also the end of the civilization that we 
know. 

(To be coutinuecl next month) 
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tltaainnnrtt flrasrngrr 
"Ci~iln ~ jo;z, QoJ" 

A vision for China 
As you know, we hvc been conccmcd about the mtrscry fo r 

quite a long timr. So far as we know il was spiritually non-pro
ductive, lmt it gave work to two Christian women uncl maintnincd 
the meeting place. Nuw the Lord has undertaken in a definite 
way. The govcrnnwnt has made new regulations gon•rninu nur· 
series with the effect that, without a heavy suhsid)', it wo:;'td he 
impossible to continue operating. So Lll<' nursery will he discon
tinu<·d at tho end of Dcce111hcr, leaving the fl nt empty during thc> 
week. The obvious thing for us, then. seems to he to move back 
then:, where we livt·d bC'fore, and IN go of this rented apnrhncnt. 
\Vc arc n·licvcd that tlw nu rsery qu<'stion is so tkflnitol)' settled-only 
that the.· two good sisters who h:wc work<'tl so faithfully arc now out 
of work, and jobs arc very hard to find. 

In preparation for the move, Dennis has been going over at 
night, nll or tlw children have gone honl<.\ and cloin)! somo paintin~, 
etc. to make the place livable ngnin. During our absence, various 
ones have put things there to store so there is a h it of accumula
tion. D<•tmis has quite n gift of making something nice out of 
something not so nie<·, and it will ht• pk'.t!.<tnt enough when he gels 
through. As fo r the nHtrket noise, it will hard!)' bl.' worse than 
the construction noise here. Surprisingly, perhnps, we look for
•.vnrd to the 111ove-cxcept that ca tchin~ n bus from there mny be 
difficult. 

\Ve arc becoming morl.' and more aware of n big problem 
conceming the spread of the gospel ltt•rc. Almost every Chinese 
person we know hns his eyes focused on somt' other country, with 
omig1~\ lion nnd <.:i ti;.wnship ns his main object. But surely tho pm· 
pose of God is toward the other direct ion, into China wil'h the 
gospel. Hundreds of Chinese cross the bonier hack and forth to 
visit relati,·cs, etc. If Ilong Kong Chinese Christians had a vision 
for Chinn, no bamboo c:urtain could he effective. The distressin~ 
thing is that I here sct·ms to be no vision. Many mission eO'orls 
lHwc been diverted from theu· purpose; instead of getting tJtc 
gospel into China they arc getting the Christians out of Hong Kong; 
and whcreal! Cod might have USt'<l certain circumstances to soften 
people's hearts ( lack of t•duc:ation and financial clbtrcss, etc. ) mis
sions arc doing their IJC's t lo remove tht'se circulllstunc.:cs. As pco· 
pie become JHore p rosperous and more highly educated, they hecome 
IIIllCh lliOr C resistant lo the trnth or Cod ... Some arc 111<\king it 
a tnnller of concentralcc.l prayer thul th<· title will he reversed , and 
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that from this colony, some will be raised up who have a vision and 
burden for their vast homeland. -Betty Allen, Hong Kong, Nov
ember 20. 

In Japan, rising violence 
. Daily p~pers repo~ childre~ killing their parents and parents 

thetr own children. Ctrls are bemg raped and bombs in the middle 
of the city 1ike firecrackers exploding. People are losing their 
Jove from their hearts and the city is filled with waste and loneli
ness. The rich are getting richer and the poor are becoming more 
poor. I guess the world is coming to its end very rapidly. Indeed, 
this is a terrible world and I believe Christ's message is needed more 
than ever before. The only way to clean up ail of these messes is 
hy the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Without this hope, I be
lieve we have to kill ourselves as there is really no hope to remedy 
our wound of heart. But we must present Him to the world 
faithfully until His time comes. -Moto Nomurtl, Tokyo, Japan, 
November 14. 

Visiting churches 
The work for the Lord here continues much the same. Brother 

Velapi and I made another ten-day trip in September and visited 
three churches. At Sibizine fivc were baptized and at Dendele 
four were baptized, hut support from the Christians at Dendele 
was disappointing and meetings were smaii. Brother Nkala who is 
the leader there seems to be having rather a discouraging time just 
now. We also visited Maehuchuta. 

We have been looking around for roofing for the meeting 
house at Nswazi and flnaily hought second hand corrugated as
bestos-cement sheets, with gum poles for the trusses and sawn 
timber for purlins. The brick walls have stood for almost 2 years 
exposed to the weather. TI1e church tl1ere made bricks and put 
up the building hut did not have enough money for the roof. They 
collected some and were helped by Queen's Park congregation and 
lnsikumini also. -J ... eonard Bailey, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, November 4. 

"For $120 a family can be reseHied" 
At Quang Ngai I met a missionary. lie was of the Koho tribe 

of Montagnards. The Christians from that group sent him here to 
Quang to minister to another tribe who speak a different language. 
He asked me to try to help him get some orphans to DaNang and 
away from the war. So if the road from DaNang to Quang Ngai is 
not safe in a week or two we will retum with a Chinook helicopter 
and airlift about 30 orphans to tlw Montagnard orphanage on an 
island at DaNang. 

At DaNang I hnd planned to visit some Christians baptized 
years ago by Brother Burcham, Hall, and others. Jim Hidgeway 
gave me a list and asked me to visit them. But, there was fight
ing on the road about four miles from DaNnug so I was unable to 
visit them on this trip. 
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It always makes me despondent when I visit refugee centers 
because of the Hies, the 61th, and the poverty. The hopelessness 
seems to cling to their faces. This is basically a government to 
government problem. 

For $120 a family can be re-settled on a piece of property and a 
new house! Pretty cheap by American standards. Who would 
like to pass up a new suit or a new dr~ss or perhaps an outb!>ard 
motor so a family could have a place to hvc? -Mac LeDoux, Satgon, 
South Vietnam, December newsletter. 

Brazil: Revival among missionaries 
Pmy for great fmit from this hook of dear Brother Boll. All 

here who have read it arc delighted with it. 
It's a joy to spend idle hours sitting in the park between us and 

the school where the students come to talk together with me. It's a 
gr<.-at joy for almost all are preparing for full time in the Lord's 
harvest. 

We hear there is a great spirit of revival among the large number 
of Church of Christ missionaries in Brazil. Pray that they soon get 
Brother Boll's hook. -0. S. Boyer, Sao Paulo, Br.tzil, November 15. 

Converts in Zambia 
We went to Wacila Village, about 8.5 miles from Livingstone, ar

riving there about 11 a.m. After the church service, we wound our 
way through the forest, following village paths for 2% miles to 
Syamuntu Village. This was our first visit to this village, and al
though we had been invited to come, we felt like we were strangers 
and were not sure just what to expect. So we were pleasantly sur
prised to learn that the wife of the headman of this village was one 
of the women who was baptized during the time we were at Wacila in 
October. She gave us a warm welcome and helped us find a 
good camping place ncar her house. 

On Wednesday afternoon, we walked about I% miles to a 
water-hole for the baptism of seven women and girls and four 
young men. A prospective leader was contacted. So we are hope
ful that the Christians at Syamuntu can have regular meetings, per
haps in association with the Christians at Wacila, 2% miles away. 
-Alvin llobby, Livingstone, Zambia, November 28. 

"We are going to face reactions from the state church" 
I know many of you have been praying for years for my book 

about religious liberty in Greece to see the light of print. With the 
help of God it is ready to he published. I am planning to send free 
copies to all members of the parliament and to all in authority. My 
purpose is to influence them to he in favor of the amendment of 
the articles of om· Constitution ahout the religious liberty. The 
total cost of two thousand copies I am planning to print is $1500. 
I do not have, of course, any money available, but I trust the 
Lord will provide the necessary funds to push this project in ques
tion. Please pray for this matter to he to God's honor. 
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Open air evangelism project: I nm preparing with a group of 
young people for an open air evangelism in the area of Athens and 
vi~inity. Our goal is to reac~ as many young people as possible 
wtth the gospel. We arc prnymg for the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
and then to go. We are well aware that we are going to face 
forcible reactions from the State Church, but we cannot help it. We 
do not have other altemative. Either evangelise or perish. -Geor"e 
Galanis, Athens, Greece, December newsletter. ~:> 

Obstacles to conversions 
Tllis is a Thursday afternoon. Dora just now came in for a 

few minutes. I had a lady in this morning for tea; we had a nice 
discussion on accepting Christ as Saviour. Sh<! is almost persuaded 
hut when she considers the break she would be called upon to 
make regarding her own family and friends, she hesitates to step 
out. We have a young woman that plans to be baptized this 
Sunday night whose parents have forbidden her to do so. I presume 
she will-but it isn't easy. Hers will make 11 baptisms recently. 
Surely the Lord is blessing. 

David is doing a series of lessons on the Life of Moses on 
Wednesday nights now. It was so good last night on "Moses at 
Mother's Knee." He applies the lessons to our own liws and they 
are so refreshing. Lord willing, next week it will be "The Choice 
of Moses"-and our choices! -Addie Brown, Salisbury, Rhodesia, 
November 7. 

Salisbury: a new home to be built 
Thank you once again for your constant communication with us 

here. Tell all there that they are in our prayers. Please pass the 
word that we only have a year left before we have to have the 
new home built. If we don't build it hr then, we will lose the 
land next to us. It is sure a nice piece o property, so please pray 
and have others pray that the funds may still come in tlmt we 
may get started. 

All the children here continue to pray for everyone there, and 
also that the new home may be built that others may have their 
souls saved. They really are beautiful children. May the Lord 
bum into someone's heart to come also to work when the new home 
is built. -Do1wld Jlarris, Salisbury, Hhodesia, November 26. 

"The young are turning to the Lord" 
The selies of gospel meetings I conducted during November 

was a sm:cess. On the final evening two teenagt.•rs responded, 
desiring to be baptized into Christ. Isn't that just wonderful? 
Praise God, it seems like the young are turning to the Lord and put
ting the older ones to shame! 

We have hud a few more additions to our Bible school, and 
also the teenage class I have bt.'Cil conducting has interest. Our 
attendances at our regular services are still to be commended, with 
many visitors of late attending our services. --T. W. Hartle, Cape 
Town, South Africa, November 18. 
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Huldah the Prophetess 
1\lrs. Paul J. Knecht 

In the days of Josiah, king of Judah, the temple of Jehovah 
at Jerusalem was sorely in need of repairs. The new king, whose 
mother was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath, undertook 
to restore the house of God. He sent Shaphan to Hilkiah the high 
priest with a message to count the money that had already been 
contributed by the people and to give it into the hands of workmen 
to make the needed repairs (2 Kings 22:3-7; 2 Chron. 34:3-11). 

Josiah has been called the best of all of the kings of Judah. 
If this is so or even if he were not the very best, he was still a good 
king. His mother's influence may have been both good and strong, 
for both his father and his grandfather were very wicked. The 
grandfather, Manasseh, repented hdow his death but the record 
says that Amon, Josiah's father, "humbled not himself' before God 
as Manasseh his father had humbled himself (2 Chron. 33:23). Jed
idah is named in the record (the usual thing in the introduction 
of a new king) and in view of the chamcters of the king's father 
and grandfather it is safe to assume that her character was above 
reproach. God can work through one parent that is faithful with
out any man-made separation of parents (Matt. 19:6). He can 
also work for a child whose parents, hoth of them, are, for any 
reason, unable to help him. The Psalmist said: "When my father 
and my mother forsake me, the Lord will take me up." 

But to get back to the main theme. The workers on the temple 
"did the work faithfully" (2 Chron. 34:10-12). It even seems 
( v. 12) that they had a musical accompaniment or else the musicians 
laid by their instmments in order to help in the work. This latter 
was so in the days of Nehemiah, i.e., the temporary cessation by 
the workers of their usual occupations while they helped to rebuild 
the wall of Jerusalem (Neh. 3; note specially the verses 7-12, 32). 
The priests and rulers also took time out to help in the repairs of the 
wall. 

But in the course of the temple repairs Hilkiah the priest found 
the book of the law given through Moses. It was taken to king 
Josiah, and when he heard it read he was greatly troubled. He rent 
his clothes ( vs. 14-19). He immediately sent his ministers ( vs. 
20-21) to "inquire of Jehovah." They went to Huldah, the prophet
ess, to find out through her if God meant what He said in that book. 
And Huldah, after communing with God, did not know any better 
than to take God's word at its face value. 

But God said ( v. 24) : "I will bring evil upon this place ... 
even all the curses that are written in this book which they have 
read before the king of Judah." God is not afraid to say what He 
means in words that can be tuken literally, and to stand by what He 

,..- says and by those who know no better than to take it literaJiy, allow-
ing for obvious figures of which there were none in the passage con
sidered today. This lesson app1ies to Christians with regard to the 
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grace and truth that <.:a nw throu~h Jesus Cbrist (John 1:17) from 
God (John 7: 16; 14:10, 24 ) . lt came to us through the apostles ( 2 
TI1es. 2:2, 15). Paul writes : ·'whether by word, or by epistle of 
Otlrs.'' ( Ernphasis tllitH! ). Thus he makes n distinction between 
the, al that time not all wrillcn, word of Cod and the "traditions of 
men" which Jesus coudclllucd ( Mark 7:3-13). 

One more glance at Huldah before closing. She was a mar
ried woman ( wife of Shallum). She could approach Cod and in
quire of IJim couccnting the things written in His word. His ans
wer to her for the tnt'll who ca111e from Josiah the king is given in 
2 Chronicles 34:23-28. God had accepted Josiah's humility. God 
said in His message to Josiah, " I have heard t'hec (v. 27). One is 
there fore caused to wonder why He did not answer Josiah directly 
or if it were pt' rh<lps lo test his humility that the answer came 
through Huldah. On tbt"' other haJ1(1 could it be that Huldah had 
the sensitivity necessary to the reccytion to Cod's word ·which even 
a good king occupiccl with affairs o · state et>uld not be exp ected to 
have? Bul however we may surmise, the fact remains that Huldah, 
married to SbalJum, co:nnnwicated directly with God on behalf o.f 
the king who st>nt to Iter. She advised him, by the auuthority of 
Cou to accept tlw word of Cod at its face value and it did come 
to p<1ss li temlly. 

A Tribute 
As !H74 uraws to a close, we l1avc been re

fl ecting on lh(• re(·ent home-goiug of severa l stal
wart s in the faith . . . men and womon wl11, 
wwught for God . bea ring much fruit to tJw 
glory of Christ. 

Prominent in our thoughts today is Brothc.:• 
V\fillis ll. Allen whom God called unto flimscl f on 

Saluruny, D ecember 21, at the age of 86 years, 4 months and 11 days. 
As a vcr)' young lll<ln Brother Allen was privile~ed to sit at the 

feet of the beloved James A. Harding while enrolled in Potter Bible 
School nt Bowli11g Green, Ky. We're certain that this experience 
greatly inOuuuccd the• youthful Allen toward a lifo dedicated to Christ. 

Brother Allen possessed a personal charm and cordiali ty that 
endeared him qnickly to fellow beings everywhere he went. He 
humbly employed his God-given talents in preaching the Gospel ... 
both in sermon and song. During those years when strength was 
unabated, this tnan was considered the nhlest amoug our leaders 
of congregational singing. 

From the pulpit and tltrough the printed page 13rother Allen rc
venled M ('vcr dL•cp(' tting insight into the things of Cotl. Surely 
many w ho have made a serious study of Uniform Int< ~mational 
Bible School lessons in recent years ,,-ill remember gratefully his 
very he lpful comments and notes on these studies. 

We have learned from Brother Allen's loving ami faithful corn-
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panion that the Lord's work was uppennost in his mind unto the 
very end. From his hospital bed, though very weak in body, 
there went up a '1Jeautiful prayer" . . . and sio;ter Allen added, 
"Praying aloud for ahout ten minutes and it was a11 for the church 
and its work. What a comfort!" 

My wife and I attended the funeral in Miami on December 24. 
'Surely we represented a sizable number in Kentuckiana who 
esteemed this man "highly in love" for his work's sake. Brother 
Allen was a lifelong friend, and T surely identify with those who 
sense a great Joss at this time. 

To Sister Allen, to the children and their families, and to aU 
who make up the ·westside congregation in Ft. Lauderdale, our 
love and prayers as you serve and await the coming Christ. 

-Demus H. Friend, Louisville, Ky. 

Saved and Sure 
Harold McFaU 

Let me ask you a question that may be offensive. Are you 
saved? Do you know fou are redeemed, or do you have doubts? 
Do you feel as many o the Lord's church that your inabilities and 
inadequacies outweigh your abilities to live the life expl!etcd of you? 
This lost feeling causes unrest, heartbreak, indifference, and even 
mental illness. 

God's children have sound minds. There is nothing more 
cleal'ly taught in the New Testament. Church members that do not 
have the peace of mind and the joy of life that Christ gives have 
failed to understand a basic tmth about Christ and thus cannot ex
perience Him in their life. 

THE NEW WORD. The word "faith" is mentioned over 300 
times in the New Testament. In the Old Testament it is mentioned 
only twice. To the apostles, the new word meant salvation by be
lieving rather than hy achieving. This new word set them free 
from a law of bondage. This new word freed them from their own 
inadequacies and inabilities to perfonn what the law demanded. 

What is faith? Faith is believing. Faith is trusting. What is 
faith not? Faith is not obedience; faith produces obedience. For 
hy grace arc ye sawd through faith, and that not of yourselves (your 
own striving). It is the gift of God and not according to yom 
works of righteousness. For we arc created in and by Christ alone 
for the sole purpose of good works. The Bible teaches that if we 
will let go of our pretence of goodness and admit we are sinners un
able to savt~ ourselves, tlwn we can claim salvation with full assur
ance of henrt because of the perfect life and atoning sacrifice Jesus 
made on our behalf. 

Faith is believin~ a fact. If you are saved from sin at all, 
you arc saved through a personal faith in the fact that Christ is 
Savior. Christ is not a policeman. He did not come to make bad 
men good or to make good men better, hnt He came to seek and 
save the lost. This was the objccti\'e and it still is. The problem 
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that haunts most church members' thought~; is the fact that they 
do not feel good enough to keep themselves saved. This is exactly 
what God wants you to admit every day of yoW' life . You have 
done nothing to earn sa lvation and you do nothing to maintain it. 

Yow: life is no longer under the guidance of self, but it is 
under the guidance of the H oly Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuifering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek
ness and temperance. If you trust your !>1\lvation witl1 Chtist you 
can have full assurance and evon boldness concerning your snlva
tion. However, if you trust in your own ability you will fall 
from grace simply because you are not good et~ough to merit it. 
The fact we should have faith in is that Christ achieved salvation 
for us and we received il hy believing it. Does that sound too 
simple? Does that sound like something for nothing? Well, you're 
1ight. It is that simple, nnd, it is something for nothing. It is a 
gift. Christ is putting us on our honor. Salvation for accep ting 
Him as Savior. 'This is the only possible way you will ever h:wo 
peace of mind and et·crnal life. 

NEWS AND 

REVIVAL MEETfNGS SCHEDULED 

Murch 2-7 - 1\ohcr t Onyd at Jennings, 
L ouisiaun 

March 9-16 - John H. Atlnms at 
GlenmQm, L ouisiana 

June 8-13 - Antoine Vnlde lem nt 
Highland church, Louisville, Ky. 

Salisburx, Rl10desia: 1 do appreciate 
your good scriptural tracts. They nre 
being rend by quite a few white peo
ple hero. We enjoy Word and Work 
so much. The magazine has hccn 
a blessing to so man>' for so long. 
- Addie Brown 

ilo!l;a 10111th them , • .'' 
-------~-.... 

dents to live, do, and sing to point 
other~> to Christ, nnd tho wonderful 
studcnL~ who love Cod llrst in their 
livos anti live for Him! -Elaine Brittcll 

"WORDS OF LIFE" RADIO 

The cost of broadct~sting "Words 
of Life" on WITAS has increased. 
First of all , lhe length of the program 
has be<Jn increased from 25 to 30 
minutes in order to stnndardi7.e our 
programming. vVhich moans we nrc 
paying for llvc rnorc minutes of time. 
Secondly, in these days of increasing 
costs, WHAS finds it necessary to in
crease hasic rates. 

Which means that, whereas we have 
hecn paying $1 17.00 per broadcast, 
we ore now paying $155.00 per broad
cast. We need an additional $38.00 
per week. V,To are suggesting thnt 
supporting con~,rmgn tion~ and individ
ual~ coopcrntc in meeting this in.
crcn~c in cost. We would nlso like 
to sugj:!est tl~at, wherever possible, 
monthly contrihutors take note of 5-
Sundoy months und increase their of
f('rings accordingly. 

Livingstone, Znmbio: The Word nrHl 
Work is full of inspiring lesson.~. How 
wonderful tho sec choir was chosen 
to go witness for the Lord to so many 
in far away Romania tluough songs 
which were all roli~ious, through hand 
wr itte n scriptures {whnl n wonclorfnl 
way to spend tltoir "free time"), and 
through speaking of the most impor
tant news-our Savior Jesus. Oh that 
more young people w ill he inspired 
t·o follow the ir cx:~mplc-no matter 
where they are-to exnlt and procbim 
Christ tn Lltc world. Cod bless the New equipment is being purchased 
parents who send their children to tow~rd our ~-toal of having adequate 
this Christian schoo~ nnd the t·cnchcr.~ t•qmpment tn cnahle us to increase 
who instill in the nenrts of the stu- tltc number of stntions up to 14 ... 
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and there is still ne(.,-d of about $1000 
to meet this goal. 

A letter from Indiana: "Dear Broth
er Boyd: I was 13 ~cars old when I 
f~rst wrote to you asking ahout being 
"baptized into Christ." I am now 
17 years old . • • and I've been really 
living and giving my whole life to 
Christ. Please stay on the air, for 
some day someone else will be listen
Ing to you, and wonder about the 
same things I did. I want to thank 
you and tell you how I appreciated 
your concern for me." 

SOUmEASTERN 
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 

On September 26, 1949, a number 
of churches of Christ in the Louis
vile area led hy men t.'Ommltted to 
the Bible as the only rule of faith anti 
practice In religious matters, formally 
opened the Kentucky Bible Co1lcge. 
The same commitment that led these 
men is being promoted at SouthE'n.~tem 
ChrMian College today. 

The t.'OIIege was begun with ten 
shtdents and shared the facilities with 
the Portand Christian School. Having 
readted Its limit of growth in the 
Louisville location, the college Wll.'l 
moved to the former erunpiL'i of Ken
htcky Wesleyan College on July 12, 
1954. This property was lensed to 
tht• Colle~tt• with the understanding 

that It would be deeded to the col
lege when it became debt free. 

On April 5, 1957, the name of 
the College wn.~ changed to South
t!O.'itern Christian Co1lege n.'i n more 
accurate designation to describe the 
objective nml curriculum of the insti
tution. 

The College was accepted a.'l an ac
credited mt•mher of the Southern As
~>cintion of Colleges and Schools in 
J)e(.,-cmber, 196.'3. 

The purpose for existence is its 
Biblical basis. The Liberal Arts arc 
taught under the canopy of the Scrip
tures: 

''The fear of the lArd is the be
ginning of knowledge; but the fool
ish dt•splsc wisdom and instruction." 
-Provcrhs 1:7. 
I 

Jacksonville, Fla.: Both of the adult 
Sunday school classes arc now us
ing the Word and Work lesson plans. 
We an• truly thankful to God for 
thl~ Christian publication which as
sists us in sh>Clylng God's Word. It 
is encouraged to be used along with 
the Bihle and not to take the place of. 

nv studying the "scope of the 
lesson, the lesson background, nnd the 
suggt•sted daily Bible readings," one 
will be using a systematic method 
that can he valuable in comprehend
ing God's word. 

Birth of a Christian 
Om! day I sat In ponder, 
looldng toward heaven, with awe and wonder. 
Amazed with life, bewildered at dt•atiJ 
I searched my soul-in height, in depth. 
Longing to llnd pence of mimi-
to cast• my soul, and make lilt' whole•. 

I reasoned In my heart, saring- "Sacrifice"; 
"sacrifice", that is the price! 
But my heart cried "alas", and then said this
though devoted ami loyal-l hear the test, 
I have no pellt.'<', I havt• no rest. 
For I fall to yield my will. 

I run but dust, and do often fall-
not in the knowlcclgc, but perfonnancc of law. 
What worthy thing can I do or ~ive? 
How righteous, how purt', tht• lift· I live? 
For the good that I woulcl-tlw dt•ed I ean't llnd, 
and wrong, so strong-makes captiw my mind. 

My cloak I Wl'ar, of high l'sh•em-
bcyond reproal·h, hy others st•etl. 
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But to wear a mask Is no easy task
and to thyself be true, I cannot do. 
0' to rid my temple of contradiction I long
and to walk without guilt, upright and stron~. 

My cup I hav<' flllcd, according to plan, 
and denied I not the plea~ure.~ at hand. 
But such as I find are but follies that bore
for my soul renders void, and rt.'<)uires much more. 
Mu.~t all my days I contend with strife? 
and ncccpt the <JUO as my lot in life? 

Where is my purptlse, what is Ill)' quest? 
where is there meaning, what is the gist? 
Surely m}' maker has something hotter in store
hut why must I suffer this agony hcfort!?-
0' man that I am, so wretched is he-
who t.•nn deliver, and set me free? 

Then at once I saw, burst from a cloud
the Lamb of Cod, for me endowed. 
And 11 choir of angels snng of that which is known 
tho "Christ on the eros.~" tlid for man atune. 
That He as man to earth came down-
to he spat upon, and with thorns crowned. 

And thousrh all of heaven was at His command
He openeCl not His mouth a~ our sul1.~titutc lamb. 
Yes, is It not true, for me He died-
to present to His Father justified? 
That In my stead His bfood was shed? 
ami in my place, refused of grace? 

TI1e favor lie canwd to me He gives
"the just for the unjust" that I might live. 
Did not to Cod, He reconcile-
the sinfulness of man, so defiled? 
And by His life, so pure and mcek
rlghtl'OUsncss attain-for those who seck? 

Did not His peace He achieve for us-
if we but accept Him in simple tru~i? 
And His power so great He gladly imparl~-
if we would hut ask Him to cle1111Se our hearts? 
For He is our l\lnker, Hedeemer and Friend-
He gives purpose nnd reason to this meaningful end. 

For Cod has rcsurre(..1ed His Son from the grave, 
n worthy sin offering, the life He Jtnve. 
For from the abyss He cnpturt•d the keys
and secured the vietorr over Satan's hades. 
Now the Quality of Mer<.'Y and the Justice of Law
has been met in the Cross, Once for all. 

o· Timnk Cod at last! I have he!{lln to Sl'e
God's grace hy llis Son now makes me free. 
Yes free at Jasti with blessings untold-
and at the end, ife eternal--'in His city of gold. 
No longer in darkness1 no longer enslaved-
for hy His "Sncrifiee", 'Sacrifice" I nm now SAVED! 

-Harold ~kFall 

International Copyright 1974 Harold McFall, used by pcnnission. 
·The above poem i~ avnilahle on nn 8 x 10 parchment suitable for framing. 
For n limited time only, the author will send you a FREE cop)' upon request. 
His address is 9808 Lakeshore Drive, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73120. 
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l lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltllllllllllllllllllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltltlllllll lllllllllllllllltllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiiii iiiiiiiiiiiiiUIIIs-

AM I NOT FREE? 
A New Testament Commentary in One Volume 

by John S. May 

"A most worthy commentary and deserves the highest commendation. I com· 

mend il for the plain, lucid comments on whar rho New Testament teaches In God's 

sight on Bapllsm, the lord's Supper, rho Worship in song, rhe Holy Spi rit, the Throne 

of David, rhe Thousand Years Reign of Christ, Christ's eternal reign in glory, the 

Church w hich is His Body and our present position with Him in Hi • humi li a tion and 

service with Chris t in rhe kingdom of tho Son of His love. 

"Bro the r May is a racy writer and before reading the proface In his commentary 

I thought of how much his style and d ict ion resembles rhar of brother R. H. Boll, 

the prince of wri ters. Then upon reading rhe Pre face wherein he acknowledges the 

influence of R. K. Boll and rha r orhor gree r man R. C. Bell my conviction was 
confirmed . 

" I commend rhis book as a most sple ndid commentary." - H. N. Rutherford 

$5.95 

IIIIIIULIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllltllllllllltiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiUIIIIUIIIIIIIII 

Order from: rhe author, John S. May, 248 Wesr Vincennes, lin ron, Ind iana tS7 441 ; 

or fro n1 Tho Word ond Work, 2518 Portl and Avenue, louisville, Kentucky 40212. 



Christ's Teaching 

On Prayer 

R. H. Boll, a Bible scholar, goes straight to the gospels 
for the answers to effective prayer. Do you need these answers? 

This is a practical book. You might use it as additional 
reading for your Sunday school class. Or your prayer group. 

Sixty-tour pages. You could read it in an evening. 

$1.25 per copy - 5 or more copies, $1 .00 each, postpaid 

Kentucky residents add 5% sales tax 

THE WORD AND WORK PUBLISHERS 

2518 Portland Avenue Louisville, Kentucky 40212 


