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W. R. H.

Segregation by age
“Segregate” means to isolate, separate, or set apart. There are 

circumstances under which this is a desirable state, but there are 
other areas where it is real hardship and loss. For example, we 
used to think that isolation was our country’s one great hope, and 
being situated between the earth’s two greatest oceans was our 
best political asset for safety and defense. With the “one-world” 
philosophy of the present, however, the worth of such separation 
is being questioned.

There is a segregation that has grown upon us—not on the 
national or racial level, but within the family unit itself. I mean 
that segregation that exists because of the difference in the num
ber of our years—the “generation gap.” And this, not limited to 
the current problem of children being unable to communicate with 
their parents—but actual, total breaks within the family system 
that sever society into three main categories; the retired, the main 
stream of the working class, and the youth. Think of the many 
older citizens who crowd the “Sunset” communities; count the young 
adults who prefer to live in apartments to themselves or with their 
peer group; and finally, consider the boarding schools, kindergartens 
and day-care centers where little tots are enrolled so that the young 
mothers can pursue that dream career that has been interrupted 
by childbearing. Consider the number of parents who plan their 
vacations to correspond with the kids’ weeks at camp or visiting a 
distant relative.

Blessings of a close-knit family
By nature, man finds himself in a family life-style that our 

Creator has planned, a style which supplies the whole gamut of 
fellowship and group association so needed for survival and the 
good life. In the old time, close-knit society the parents nourished 
and protected the young, while the young grew up to emulate the 
parents. Grandparents, too, lent counsel and guidance along with 
many needed services and extra benefits, for they' had time to give 
and an inclination to give it. In return, these aged ones remained 
in the main-stream of family affection, going down to old age in 
an atmosphere of dignity, companionship and contentment.



Selfishness in this matter of age discrimination is a two-way 
street. Today many young couples do not plan to be tied down 
with the responsibilities of raising children. These marrieds would 
rather have their time to themselves and be able also to afford more 
of this world’s goods and pleasures. But late in life the fact will 
come home to them that such selfishness has its price tag: the 
young ones who would have been apt to comfort and attend them, 
were prevented from being born.

Also, there are many of the young who have ignored the Bible 
admonition to requite their parents. Not just failing to meet the 
financial responsibilities, they also fail the even more needful area 
of reciprocating love and companionship. It is as if they prefer to 
separate themselves from their kin, supposing that the senior mem
bers will be able to fend for themselves right down to the end.
Trends invade the church

Any social trend that invades the family will also be found in
vading the church, since the church is itself a family of families. 
In churches today we see much of “youth church,” kindergarten, 
and fully staffed nurseries. These tend to magnify any age-bias 
that may already exist, and give sanction to further development 
in this direction. For many tots,, Sunday morning has long been 
a “play day,” and it is a rude awakening later when these must 
graduate into the main auditorium to sit still and listen to an un
familiar service. Then follows a measure of rebellion, and we 
parents and elders ask each other, “Where are our young people?” 
We need to re-think these programs to find out if they have really 
paid off in developing children that are superior in their Bible 
orientation, to those who were reared up in older style.

The writer is a guidance counselor at a high school in Louisville.

The Man 

and the Plan
Gordon R. Linscott

Twenty-four years ago K. C. Moser’s Christ Versus a Plan went 
on sale at the Harding College Bookstore. That little booklet 
stirred up a controversy that still hasn’t been put to rest. Every 
so often somebody publishes an article with a title similar to the 
one above. Some agree and some disagree, but the majority, I 
am convinced, never really understand what Bro. Moser is talk-
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ing about. He charges (Church of Christ) preachers with neglect
ing to preach Christ, preaching instead a “plan of salvation.”

This is a serious charge. If we are commissioned to preach 
one thing and we preach something different, the consequences 
may be disastrous. Those of us who preach would do well to oc
casionally review the content of our preaching. The gospel—which 
is what we are sent to proclaim—is briefly outlined in 1 Cor. 15:1-8. 
How often do you hear it preached?

The real issue
A few days ago I shared Moser’s booklet with a fellow-worker of 

mine who also preaches. When he returned it, I asked for his opin
ion of it. “Well,” he said, “I’m kind of in the middle on this. I 
don’t think a person should go to either extreme. Grace and works 
are both necessary.” I had to give him credit for seeing the real is
sue—which I don’t think Bro. Moser had spelled out quite as clear
ly as he might have. The real question is whether salvation is by 
grace, by works, or by grace and works.

The third option is quickly dispatched by Rom. 11:6: “If it 
is by grace, it is no more of works: otherwise grace is no more 
grace.” As far as salvation is concerned, grace and works cannot be 
mixed. This conflict should not be hard to understand. Grace is 
a free gift; it is not an item on sale at a ridiculously low price. 
“He that hath no money. . . come ye, buy and e a t. . . without 
money and without price” (Isa. 55:1). A payment of ten cents 
turns the gift into a fabulous bargain—but a bargain is not a gift. 
“The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 
6:23).

The second choice above—salvation by works—is completely 
ruled out by Scripture. “By works of law shall no flesh be justi
fied in his sight” (Rom. 3:20). “. . . God reckoneth righteous
ness apart from works” (Rom. 4:6). “By grace have ye been 
saved. . .the gift of God; not of works” (Eph. 2 :8).

The Man and the plan
Moser’s complaint was that men were preaching that salva

tion comes from following a “plan.” Rather, he said, salvation was 
accomplished by a Man—Christ Jesus, at Calvary. If salvation is 
by a “plan,” the grace is no more grace and our salvation is no more 
perfect than our obedience. If, on the other hand, salvation is 
the work of God—and given as a gift—then we may say, “Whatso
ever God doeth, it shall be forever: nothing can be put to it, nor 
anything taken from it; and God hath done it . . .” (Ecc. 3:14). 
“By one offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified” 
(Heb. 10:14).

In a discussion of this topic, one question is always raised—and 
legitimately so. What about works? Aren’t you doing away with
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obedience? Not at all! “For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we 
should walk in tliem” (Eph. 2:10). Works have nothing to do 
with procuring salvation; they follow  our being “created in Christ 
Jesus.” He has made us to be new creatures; consequently, old 
things have passed away; all things have become new. We keep 
His commandments because we love Him, and His commandments 
are not grievous (1 Jn. 5 :3).

 
J. H. McCaleb

A young man was asked regarding his progress at school. “Well, 
I am better than the average for my class.” It happened that the 
average for that class was failure.

We are tempted to set the same kind of standards. The public 
performance may be either high or low, but we tend to follow along 
with the crowd. Paul, in the second Corinthian letter gives us some 
sound advice: “For we are not bold to number or compare ourselves 
with certain of them that commend themselves: but they themselves, 
measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves 
with themselves, are without understanding.”

To the Colossian brethren Paul gives a positive direction: “If 
then ye were raised together with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God. Set your 
mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the 
earth. For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in God.”

There is no room for temporizing in these terse statements. 
Only the best is satisfactory. Furthermore, that degree of perfec
tion applies to all our activities: our worship together, and our daily 
operations. It is not sufficient merely to be as good as someone 
else.

Paul reasons that if one is a Christian, if he has really risen with 
the Lord to a new life of power, he will of necessity exercise that 
new nature in seeking to attain to the highest spiritual and secular 
levels. Our actions will demonstrate our progress.
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Bible Exposition -  Matthew
WHEN BETHLEHEM BECAME THE HOUSE OF BREAD

S. Lewis Johnson Jr.
Introduction

It might seem quite strange for Matthew, the gospel of the 
King with its distinctively Jewish coloring, to give us an account of 
the visit of the wise men from the East. It might appear more 
appropriate for the Gospel of Luke, for that gospel delights in the 
note of universality. The gathering of the nations to the Light of 
Israel, however, is an essential part of true Judaism, and it is very 
fitting that the gospel that sets forth the glories of the Messianic 
King should contain it. And that gathering of the nations to Christ 
is beautifully portrayed in the visit of the magi, or wise men. In 
fact, it would seem to be the chief purpose of the evangelist in 
this section to point out the acknowledgment of the young Son 
of David by representatives of the non-Jewish world. They, as well 
as Israel in the persons of His immediate family, worship Him as 
the King of the Jews and the Lord of the nations.

How different from the symbolism of this beautiful account 
is the reality of our day! Our days are days of religious disorder 
and spiritual chaos. It is not surprising that Israel does not acknowl
edge Him. They still abide in the blindness of rebellion (cf. 
Rom. 9:25). And the nations are still raging in defiance of Him 
who sits in the heavens (cf. Psa. 2:1-3). It is shocking, however, 
to see the church in spiritual decadence. It is no longer the 
“little flock,” meeting in the name of Jesus to worship the Father 
by the Scriptures in the Spirit. Its shepherds are no longer experi
enced, concerned, and faithful. The great doctrines of sin, re
demption, and holiness are rarely proclaimed.

“We are living in a day of hazy standards of right and wrong,” 
Vance Havner has pointed out. “The old line of demarcation has 
practically disappeared from modern thinking. A prominent min
ister said: ‘The delineation of sin has undergone a transformation 
somewhat similar to that which has taken place in the world of 
painting. Tire old clear-cut lines have given way to an impres
sionistic indefiniteness, the black and white contrasts to low-toned 
grays. The churches have adopted a hush policy on the doctrine 
of depravity and a rotarian gospel takes the place of repentance.”

“I like his reference to painting. There was a time when you 
could look at a picture and tell what it was. Today black and 
white have become gray. Someone has said: ‘The religion of China 
is Confucian; the religion of America is confusion.’ A country school
teacher, applying for a job, was asked, ‘Do you teach that the 
earth is round or flat?’ ‘Which way do you want it taught?’ was 
the reply. 'I can teach it either way.’ Something like that is the
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attitude of many a pulpit today.”
It was in Bethlehem that the Eastern pilgrims from Gentile 

lands came to worship Him. Bethlehem  means the house o f bread, 
and since the village stood in a fertile countryside, it was a fitting 
name. It was a  lovely place with a lengthy history. It was there 
that Jacob buried Rachel. It was there that Ruth and Boaz met 
and lived out their beautiful and meaningful romance. It was 
there that the first news of the temple was proclaimed. And, above 
all, Bethlehem was the home and city of David the King. And how 
fitting it is that prophecy should state that David’s Greater Son 
should be born there! It was only then that Bethlehem truly be
came the house of bread. It is one of the purposes of Matthew to 
spell this out in the account of the visit of the wise men.
The arrival of the wise men

“There is something extremely striking and stimulating to the 
imagination in the vagueness of the description of these Eastern 
pilgrims,” Maclaren says. “Where they came from, how long they 
had been in travelling, how many they were, what was their rank, 
whither they went—all these questions are left, unsolved. They glide 
into the story, present their silent adoration, ‘and as silently steal 
away.’ The tasteless mediaeval tradition knows all about them: 
they were three; they were kings. It knows their names; and, if 
we choose to pay the fee, we can see their bones today in the 
shrine behind the high altar in Cologne Cathedral. How much 
more the half sometimes is than the whole!”

The identity of the wise men (2 :1 ). The magi were men 
with a lengthy and somewhat uncertain ancestry. They had be
come by this time the teachers and instructors of the Persian kings. 
They were men who were skilled in philosophy, in medicine, and 
in natural science. And, on top of this, they were soothsayers and 
interpreters of dreams. In later times their name came to refer 
to common fortune-tellers, sorcerers, magicians, and other similar 
charlatans. It has been thought that there were three of them who 
came to Jerusalem, due largely to the mention of the three kinds of 
gifts, but we do not know their number or their place of origin.

Why should they set out for the West looking for a king? The 
answer is not hard to find. Testimonies are available from several 
sources to the fact that in the world at that time there was a 
strange state of expectancy, a sense of anticipation of a coming 
king from Judea. Suetonius could say, “There had spread over 
all the Orient an old and established belief, that it was fated at that 
time for men coming from Judaea to rule the world” ( Life of Ves
pasian, 4 :5).

The interrogation of the wise men (2 :2 ). The question of 
the magi is beautifully pointed, but the response is revealing and 
tragic. They traverse the streets of the city of the Great King, but 
seem to find none to answer their query. And, further, it seems that
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no one wanted to know the answer. Incidentally, the expression 
“in the east” (v. 2) is better rendered in its rising. The reference 
apparently is to some remarkable astrological phenomenon which 
occurred in their homeland and which convinced them that the 
time was ripe to travel westward to find the expected ruler.

The alarm of Herod and Jerusalem
The reaction o f H erod  (2:3-4). The Herod here is Herod 

the Great, called by Robertson, “The Great Pervert.” Born in 
73 B.C., Herod was half Jew and half Idumean. Edomite blood 
was in his veins. He was related to Esau, and the connection is 
significant. An insanely suspicious man, although a very gifted 
ruler, he was now in Iris last days. Someone has called him, “a 
murderous old man,” and the words are no exaggeration. His wife 
Mariamne and her mother Alexandra he had murdered. His eldest 
son, Antipater, and two other sons were assassinated by him. Cae
sar Augustus, playing upon the Greek words for pig  (hus) and 
son (huios), said bitterly that it was safer to be Herod’s sow than 
his son.

It is easy to see, then, that the announcement of the arrival of 
another king was sure to provoke the interest and the hostility of 
this implacable foe of truth. The significant thing is that the Jew
ish leaders do nothing about investigating the truth that may be 
contained in the news from the magi. Herod’s concern is un
derstandable. As Bruce says, “The foreigner and usurper feared a 
rival, and the tyrant feared the rival would be welcomed.” The 
people’s terror was caused by Herod’s. When he was in a rage, any
thing could happen and often did. But pagans, sad to say, are more 
interested in the Messiah than His own people (cf. John 1:11-12)!

The religious experts are now called in, and a theological 
question is put to them. “Where is the Messiah to be born?” is the 
query.

The response o f the chief priests and scribes (2:5-6). The 
authorities do not hesitate. Bethlehem of Judaea is the place. The 
answer is not put in their mouth by Matthew. It is their answer, 
although Matthew then freely cites from Micah’s great prophecy to 
establish the truthfulness of the reply. The text must be awfully 
clear in its meaning, for there is a remarkable unanimity in the con
text. The star (v. 9 ), the Jews (vv. 5-6), and the evangelist ( vv. 
1, 6) all affirm that Bethlehem is the right answer. And Scripture 
sets its seal of approval upon our Lord’s birth as the fulfillment 
of Micah’s prophecy in that from the time of David to the time of 
the birth of Christ no other birth in Bethlehem of Judaea is recorded 
in it.

The definiteness of the prophecy of Micah is most telling and 
relevant. There were two Bethlehems in the Old Testament record, 
(cf. Josh. 19:15), one in Judaea and the other in Zebulon. But con-
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trary to the vague and indefinite and ambiguous prophecies of the 
Delphic Oracle and modern counterparts, such as Jeane Dixon and 
Maurice Woodruff, the inspired prophecies of the Word are spe
cific.

The prophecy of Micah is a beautiful portrayal of the work of 
the Messiah. He is to be a “Governor,” a title that involves three 
things:

(1 ) First, He shall be the Messianic Prophet, who shall guide 
His people in the way (cf. Luke 1:79).

(2) Second, He shall be the Messianic Priest, who shall feed 
His people by virtue of the sacrifice He shall offer (cf. Micah 5:4, 
“feed”). They shall be led and fed.

(3) Third, He shall be the Messianic King, who shall guard 
His people in the way (cf. Jer. 30:21).

All of these functions are in the realm of His humanity, for it 
is “out of thee,” that is, the earthly Bethlehem, that He comes.

But, lest we think of Him only as an earthly sovereign, the 
prophecy in Micah adds the final description of Him, “whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” “Out of thee” points 
to His earthly side, but this points to His heavenly side. He is 
David’s Son, but He is also David’s Lord.

Some years ago a moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, after listening to Sir Bernard Lovell tell the 
assembly of the astronomer’s immensities, thanked him at the con
clusion of his lecture, adding, “But we believe that our God rules 
over all your worlds.” How true that is. Herod may, indeed, be 
called, “tne king” (v. 1), but the royal child rules his world.

The council of the theologians illustrates the difference between 
orthodoxy and life. They know the Scriptural answers, but have 
no interest at all in the realities of the King, His person and work. 
And as for Herod, he is a dangerous, but ludicrous illustration of the 
irrationality of malevolent unbelief. “He believes the Messiah is 
to be born in Bethlehem,” as Maclaren points out, “and yet he de
termines to set himself against the carrying out of what he must, 
in some sense, believe to be God’s purpose. ‘If this infant is God’s 
Messiah, I will kill Him,’ is surely as strange a piece of policy gone' 
mad as ever the world heard of.”

The request of Herod (2:7-8). After the meeting with the 
Sanhedrin the scheming king called a second secret meeting with 
the wise men, in which he concealed his real intention, the mur
der of the King. He feigned a deep interest in the things that 
interested the wise men, assuring them that he wished to worship 
Him, too. The wise men, thus, become unwittingly the CIA, the 
spies, of the wicked despot. But the God who rules over all His 
worlds will overrule the enmity of this little puppet.
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The adoration of the wise men
The guidance of the star (2:9-10). The reappearing star be

comes again the guide of the dedicated seekers, and the end of the 
search is near at hand. A great deal of discussion has taken place 
over the nature of this guiding star, but the statement of verse nine 
seems to say that the guidance of the star was miraculous. It 
truly did guide them, although they were given help from Herod 
through the answer of the chief priests and scribes. In fact, 
special revelation (Micah’s prophecy) and general revelation (the 
star) unite in pointing to Bethlehem.

“There is a lovely legend,” Barclay reminds us, “which tells how 
the star, its work of guidance completed, fell into the well at Beth
lehem, and that it is still there and can be still seen sometimes by 
those whose hearts are pure.”

The gifts to the King (2:11-12). Discovery leads to adoration 
and offering. The depth of the faith of the wise men is not explicitly 
told. It is common to say that they could hardly have come to a 
knowledge of His true character. On the other hand, having been 
in the city of Jerusalem in contact with many of the chosen nation, 
and probably with many of their Scriptural experts, it would not be 
incredible that, guided by the Holy Spirit, they should have come 
to a faith in the greatness of the Messiah whom they had been 
discussing, and with whom they had been involved for so many 
months.

At any rate, having entered the house—evidently some weeks 
had elapsed since the birth and the babe had been removed from 
the manger to a more substantial dwelling—they finally see Him. 
The child is mentioned first, customary in this narrative (cf. vv. 11, 
13, 14, 20, and 21), for He is the object of the main interest, the 
center of attraction.

The gifts are laid before Him in token of esteem and worship, 
and the scene is suggestive of all the great prophecies of the Old 
Testament which speak of the worship by the Gentiles of the great 
Messianic King at the inception of His future kingdom (cf. Psa. 
72:10, 11, 15; Isa. 60:6). The meaning of the gifts is not ascertain
able with any certainty. Commonly they have been thought to 
represent His royalty, His divinity, and His mortality as seen in 
His sufferings for our redemption. If the meaning of the myrrh is 
related to His death, then the shadow of the cross is already fall
ing over His face.

Conclusion
As we bring this study to a close, several thoughts come before 

us.
In the first place, we reiterate one of our opening remarks. 

Bethlehem means the house of bread, but only by the coming of 
the Child does it attain to the significance of its name. Then, finally, 
she becomes Bethlehem  through Him who later shall say, “I am the
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living bread that came down from heaven; if any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live forever; and the bread that I will give is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world” (John 6:51; cf. 
vv. 27, 35). We have tried Sinai, with its “thou shalt’s,” and 
“thou shalt not’s,” but the Law cannot give life. It can only con
demn. Bethlehem, however, satisfies through Him. Brooks was 
right.

“The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight.”

And the aim of the evangelist is accomplished in the setting 
forth of the acknowledgment of Christ as King by both Jew, 
through the royal family, and Gentile, through the learned Eastern 
pilgrims. He is revealed, as Paul, too, puts it, “to the humble and 
untaught first, and then to the rich, to the West first, and then to the 
East.

In the second place, the response and reaction of Herod, the 
chief priests and scribes, and the wise men illustrate three com
mon reactions to the Son of God today. There is, first, the reac
tion of Herod, the man who believes, evidently against his will, and 
sets himself to erase the testimony to the King, if at all possible. It 
is the insane reaction of a man who suppresses in unrighteousness 
the truth that he has.

There is, second, the response and reaction of the chief priests 
and scribes. It is the response of superior knowledge, but complete 
indifference. They are quite sure, as Maclaren indicates, “where 
Messiah is to be born; but they do not care to go and see if He is 
bom.

And, third, there is the reaction of the wise men, the reaction of 
adoring worship. Spiritual knowledge comes to its climax in the 
bowing of the head and heart in the presence of the King. May we 
respond in the same spirit, in the spirit of the Christmas hymn,

“O Come, let us adore Him,
“O Come, let us adore Him,

“O Come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.”

But can the Babe really grant us the life that is life indeed? 
Can He bestow the bread that satisfies? Is the giving of eternal 
life within His power? There is a clue to the answer to the question 
in the last lines of the prophecy of Micah. His goings forth have 
been “from of old, from everlasting.” He is no newcomer to the 
human scene. In the theophanies of the Old Testament He minis
tered to His ancient people that they might be prepared for and 
not surprised by His incarnation.

“Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th’ Incarnate Deity.”

He is no blind guide into the unfathomable abyss of the Beyond. 
He has been  there! He can be trusted.
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Carl Kitzmiller

Why do some people believe in a secret rapture?

Why? There are probably many reasons. Their favorite preach
er, Sunday school teacher, or dear friend may have so taught. 
They may have read a book that so taught. Or they may believe 
there are good evidences in the Bible that such is the case. The 
writer takes no position, believing there is really not clear and 
final testimony in the Bible allowing a positive stand either for or 
against a secret rapture. It must be conceded that there are some 
lines of thought which point very much toward a secret rapture, 
but we hesitate to declare what could be uncertain.

Definitions may be in order. The rapture, of course, refers 
to the snatching away or catching up of the church as spoken of in 
1 Thess. 4:17. It is a part of the second coming of Christ—the 
very opening phase of it, in fact. In the series of events that make 
up His second coming the rapture precedes His coming to earth in 
glory with the church by a period of seven or more years. By 
“secret rapture” I understand the idea to be that the unregenerate 
world will not see, hear, nor know when the rapture takes place, 
and will discover that it has happened only after it has occurred. 
The saved will just disappear and the ensuing accidents ( as 
people disappear from vital activities) and the missing people will 
cause those remaining to discover that the rapture has taken place.

It is certain, from Bev. 1:7 (cf. Matt. 24:27), that some phase 
of His coming is very visible and evident even to the unbelieving, 
for “every eye shall see him,” including those who put Him to 
death. This may have reference to His coming in glory, however, 
rather than to the rapture. His coming in glory is the time of the 
signs in the heavens and of the mourning of the tribes of the 
earth (Matt. 24:29-30).

There is to be a shout, the voice of the archangel, and the 
trump of God at the rapture (1 Thess. 4:16). Will not the world 
hear this and thus be aware of what is taking place? In our 
world of industrial sounds, sonic booms, and electronic amplifica
tion, as well as the sounds of nature, it is not certain that even if 
this comes to the ears of the unsaved they will know what it is. 
On an occasion near the close of Jesus’ public ministry God’s voice
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came out of heaven to Him (John 12:27-29). Many of the multitude 
who heard the sound, said that it had thundered. That was all 
they heard. God spoke to Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus. 
Those with him heard the sound but did not understand what was 
said (Acts 9:7; 22:9). So it is very possible that if the unbe
lieving world hears these sounds they will be ignorant of their 
content and meaning.

At least one feature of the rapture will take place so quick
ly that the very time element could suggest a secret rapture. Paul, 
in 1 Cor. 15:51-52, says that the change of the living saints from a 
corruptible to an incorruptible body will take place in the twinkling 
of an eye. That physical act of blinking the eyelid is so fast that 
it is not noticed unless we are watching very carefully. The 
world will not be watching for Him, and to them He comes as 
a thief in the night (1 Thess. 5:1-3).

Now at the same time as the change coming to the living 
saints there is to be the resurrection of die dead in Christ (1 
Thess. 4:15-17). Do we have reason to believe that this will re
quire any more time than the change of the living? The rap
ture of the church, both the living and the resurrected, when it takes 
place may not require more than a split-second—literally! Remem
ber we are dealing with God’s power in this case, not that of men. 
But what about the graves—will not their opening, the bursting 
of vaults and concrete chambers, and such like all take time and 
announce what is taking place? The tombs of some of the dead 
at the time of Jesus’ death seem to have been literally opened 
(Matt. 27:52), but the kind of resurrection experienced by these was 
apparently not the same as resurrection unto life. Discerning people 
have realized that the stone was not removed from Jesus’ grave 
to let Him out, but rather to let men limited to the present physical 
existence into the tomb and to give proof of His resurrection. 
Those saved who are in the tombs will come forth, but there may 
not be so much as the rustle of a blade of grass or the displacement 
of a marker to indicate what has happened. In His resurrection 
body Jesus could pass through closed doors, so do not suppose it 
impossible for the saints to rise while the cemeteries will remain 
to the human eye the same.

The unbelief that will persist during the tribulation judgments 
(Rev. 6-19) makes it unlikely that every eye sees Christ at the 
rapture. How would such ones be able to continue in unbelief and 
rebellion when they have seen Christ? But, it may be objected, 
if the rapture is secret they will soon discover what has happened 
and should realize He has come. So, would there not be almost as 
much reason for belief as if He were literally seen? Consider, how
ever, the very definite possibility that for the Bible-rejecter the 
missing ones might be explained by supposing there had been an 
invasion from space by beings from another planet or that the 
strange things taking place are to be attributed to some such event.
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All these considerations make me believe the rapture could be an 
event unseen and unknown to the world until after it had taken 
place, and even then there could be “satisfactory” human explana
tions for the many unbelievers. Some may be slow in recog
nizing what has happened. But I personally doubt that what is 
revealed is enough to make us certain that it is to be secret.

Much help as to the answer to this question lies in realizing 
that there are different reasons for judgment. When it is said that 
the Christian is not to be judged, there may need to be the fur
ther explanation that the judgment meant is a judgment of con
demnation, a judgment where salvation is an issue. There is judg
ment for tire Christian in the sense of chastening (cf. 1 Cor. 11:30), 
that which takes place in this life. At the second coming there is 
also a judgment of one’s works. Paul places all of us ( Christians, 
note contexts) before the judgment seat of Christ to render an ac
counting of our works and to receive our rewards (Rom. 14:10-12; 
2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 3:10-15). When the Christian’s works are judged 
there is no question of salvation, however (1 Cor. 3:15). The 
Christian is not judged in some judicial assembly where salvation 
is the issue. The reason for this is that his judgment has fallen on 
Another. It is sometimes said that his judgment took place at 
the cross when God’s wrath was on Jesus as the Sin-bearer.

A solid statement of this escape from judgment is found in 
John 5. Note in 5:22 the fact that judgment is committed to 
Jesus. He is the Judge. But in v. 24 comes the declaration 
that the believer does not come into judgment. Users of the 
King James version may miss this declaration because the word 
“condemnation” is used. Even a fledgling Greek student can dis
cover that the word is the same one that is used in v. 22, where 
“judgment” is committed to the Son. The American Standard ver
sion keeps the consistent reading and says: “He that. . . believeth 
. . . hath eternal life, and cometh not into judgment, but hath 
passed out of death into life.” Likewise, John 3:18 declares: “He 
that believeth on Him is not judged; he that believeth not hath been 
judged already. . .”

The Christian does not wait until the day of judgment to dis
cover if he is saved. Eternal life is a present possession of the 
true believer (Note the present tense in John 5:24). Moreover, he 
may have assurance of his salvation (1 John 5:13). But if there is 
any doubt that one is a Christian, that is settled the moment he dies 
when he is either “at home with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8; cf. Phil. 1:23) 
or lifts up his eyes in torment (Lk. 16:23). The body rests in the 
grave until the resurrection, but the spirit or soul is at once in 
either a place of blessedness or a place of evil. The Bible knows 
nothing of “soul sleep,” wherein the dead are all unconscious and 
unaware of anything until the resurrection. Now since one’s eter
nal state is forever settled at death, it is pointless to gather the 
redeemed at the resurrection to tell them that they are saved. They
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have known this all along. They are not to be taken from being 
“with Christ” and discovered to be unsaved after all. The Lord 
knows those who are His, and He claims them. Added to this, the 
very participation in the resurrection of the righteous or the change 
coming to living Christians at the Lord’s coming (1 Thess. 4:13-17) 
would make a general judgment (to discover who is a Christian and 
who is not) pointless. The very presence of these in this event of 
1 Thess. 4 marks them as Christians. If we die, our state is evident 
in where we go. If we live till the Lord comes, our being caught 
up settles the matter of whose we are. The only need for judgment 
for the Christian is as to rewards (or lack thereof).

One of the big problems many have in seeing these things is 
their acceptance of Matt. 25:31ff as teaching what they choose to 
call “the general judgment.” This passage must be fitted with 
the rest of God’s word, however, and not made to stand by itself.

113 N. 6th St., Oakdale, La. 71463

God's Atomic Storehouse
Dr. Horace E. Wood

I have been told that the catacombs in Rome, Italy extend some 
sixty-five miles in different directions. A few years ago after walking 
deep into the catacombs, perhaps a mile, we came to a fairly large 
room. The flood lights were focused on one particular open tomb. 
I took a flash picture of its contents. There were fragments of 
human bones. An outline of a body was made in the dirt floor, 
perhaps made by oil from this body many hundreds of years ago, 
perhaps the first century.

The human mind staggers when it is asked to believe that 
some day this body will be revived and made to walk again.

It has been reported that one day in the laboratory of Michael 
Faraday the chemist, a workman accidentally knocked a priceless 
silver cup into a vat of acid, probably hydrofluoric. The silver cup 
was consumed by the powerful solution. Immediately Faraday 
threw some chemicals into the acid solution. Soon the dissolved 
particles of silver were precipitated, the metal was reclaimed and 
sent to a silver-smith to be cast into a beautiful cup.

Some years ago I wanted to make a plaster cast of a patient’s 
teeth, and this time I wanted it to be red in color instead of the 
usual white. Into the mixing bowl which contained water I put a 
small quantity of mercurochrome which is very red. The white 
plaster was immediately red. This was placed in the impression 
of the teeth and allowed to set until next day. To my utter amaze
ment there were countless little drops of pure mercury which is a 
metal, standing out on the plaster model. Thus pure mercury was 
recovered from its previous unseen state.

If the chemist can perform the reconstruction of the lost sil
ver cup; if we can recover pure mercury that had been lost in the
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mercurochrome liquid, certainly our great God can gather the lost 
particles of our bodies though the years have smothered them into 
extinction.

Listen to Job’s great words, “For I know that my Redeemer 
liveth and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: and 
though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall 
I see God. Whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold, 
and not another; though my reins be consumed within me” Job. 19: 
25-27.

Will the United States Be a Victim 
of the Genesis Curse?

Daniel Fuchs

“God Bless America, Land That I Love” is not just a sacred song. 
It’s our prayer as we begin to celebrate our two-hundredth birthday. 
We need God’s blessing, but God will not bless America apart from 
America blessing the Jews.

On the corner of Wabash and Wacker in Chicago there is a 20- 
foot-high statue honoring three Revolutionary heroes: George Wash
ington, Robert Morris and Haym Salomon.

Salomon was a Jew who was forced to flee from Poland in 1772 
along with Pulaski and Kosciusko—men who became military heroes 
of the Revolution. Salomon prospered quickly and showed his grati
tude by joining the Sons of Liberty, a group of revolutionary patriots.

He was arrested twice by the British but both times the Sons of 
Liberty engineered his escape—the second time just a few hours be
fore he was scheduled for execution. He fled to Philadelphia where 
he met Robert Morris, the Superintendent of Finance.

Calvin Coolidge said of Haym Salomon:
“He negotiated for Robert Morris all the loans raised in France 

and Holland, pledged his personal faith and fortune for enormous 
amounts and personally advanced large sums to such men as James 
Madison, Thomas Jefferson, Baron Steuben, General St. Clair and 
many other patriot leaders who testified that without his aid they 
could not have carried on the cause.”

Early in our history tire colonies opened the doors to Jewish im
migration and this has paid ample dividends. Without Salomon’s 
contributions we would never have celebrated a tenth birthday 
much less a two hundredth!

I believe one of the reasons our nation has been blessed is be
cause it has been a haven to the Jewish people.

Please don’t misunderstand. Our national record is far from 
perfection. But until recently our national policy has been favor
able to the Jewish people.

I fear it is changing, for we are apt to forget the economic aid 
of Haym Salomon and use economics as an excuse to aid Israel’s 
enemies.

176



God has always judged the nations on their treatment of the 
Jew and the United States of America is not an exception. The Ab- 
rahamic Covenant has always been God’s basis of judgment of the 
nations.

I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
th ee : and in thee shall all families o f the earth be blessed  (Gen. 
12:3).

We are being tested by God during our Bicentennial year. As 
I write this letter a Jerusalem Post editorial states the United States:

. . . w ill sh ortly  sign  a  $ 1 .2  b illio n  arm s d ea l w ith  Sau d i A rab ia , 
w h ich  sh ould  b r in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  m ilita ry  eq u ip m en t and  serv ices co n 
tra c te d  fo r  th e  Sau d is fro m  U . S . w ith in  a p erio d  o f six m on th s 
to  th e  stag g erin g  to ta l o f som e $ 5  b illion .

In c lu d e d  in  th e  n ew  lis t a re  1 5 0  M -6 0  P a tto n  tan ks, 1 ,4 0 0  troop  
ca rr ie rs , an d  1 ,0 0 0  D rag o n  a n ti-tan k  m issiles. T h e s e  are , o f cou rse, 
on ly  th e  la te s t item s o f  an  en orm ou s arsenal.

Sau d i w eap on s p u rch ases from  th e  U .S . h av e  b e e n  soarin g  om in 
ou sly  fo r  som e tim e  now . R e ce n tly , h o w ev er, th ey  h a v e  ro ck ete d  
stra ig h t in to  th e  fin an cia l stra tosp h ere .

W h y  sh ou ld  th e  U .S . h e lp  w h ip  u p  th is  orgy o f  arm s ov ersp en d in g  
b y  a co u n try  w h ich  is n o t v isib ly  th re a ten ed  b y  an y o n e? T w o  m ain  
reaso n s are  g iven .

F irs t , as Jo h n  F o s te r  D u lle s  argu ed  2 0  years ago in  d efen d in g  th e  
e a rlie s t p roposed  sa le  o f tanks to  th e  Sau d is , i t  is n e cessary  to  assure 
th a t th e  v ast exp an se o f th e  sp arsely  p o p u la ted  d esert k ingd om  is 
e ffic ien tly  “p o lice d .”

S e co n d ly , it  is n ecessary  to  assure th a t th e  U . S . ra th e r  th a n  its 
co m p etito rs—n o t so m u ch  So v ie t R u ssia  as B rita in  and  F ra n c e —turn s 
o u t to  b e  th e  m ain  b e n efic ia ry  o f  th e  S a u d i’s “re cy c lin g ” o f th e ir  b lo a ted  
o il rev en u es.

T h e  first arg u m en t is as fa tu ou s as th e  secon d  is  u n seem ly . A l
th o u g h  attem p ts h av e la te ly  b e e n  m ad e by  som e p eo p le  in  W a sh in g 
ton  to  d isco u n t th e  ro le  o f an y  b u t th e  n e ig h b o rin g  A rab  co u n tries as 
a  m ilita ry  p ro b lem  fo r  Is ra e l, it is su rely  n o  se c re t  to  A m e rican  le a d 
ers th a t th e  M id d le  E a s t  b a la n ce  o f  p o w er is  d ecis iv e ly  a ffected  b y  th e  
arsen als o f su ch  n o n -co n tig u ou s sta tes as L ib y a , Ira q , K u w ait and 
S a u d i A rab ia .

It should be emphasized that our thesis that God judges the 
nations on the basis of the Abrahamic Covenant is not merely a by
product of our “dispensational theology” but rather the teaching 
of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

And before him shall b e  gathered all the nations; and he shall 
separate them one from  another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep  
from the goats (Matt. 25:32).

Notice this is the judgment of “all nations.” They are divided 
into two groups: the sheep and the goats.

They are not judged on the basis of grace, but by merit. “In
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my breth
ren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 25:40). “Inasmuch as ye did
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it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me” (v. 45).
So the sheep and the goats are judged by their treatment of 

a third group who are called “my brethren.”
I realize there are schools of biblical interpretation which 

teach that our Lord was speaking of a general judgment, not the 
judgment of the nations.

It makes no difference what method of interpretation is em
ployed. It is not just sheep and goats. There is a third group who 
are “my brethren.’

Those who teach this scene is the judgment of the saved and the 
unsaved at the end of the world simply cannot identify the third 
group whom the King calls “my brethren.”

If the sheep are the saved people, who are “my brethren”? If 
they are the church, who are the sheep nations? If those who are 
the sheep are those “who are saved by faith apart from works of 
the law” how can our Lord judge them on the basis of works?

Those who assume the saved are on the right hand of our Lord 
and the lost on the left hand cannot account for the group whom 
our Lord calls “my brethren.”

This is not the “Last Judgment.” It is the judgment of the na
tions. They are judged by their treatment of the Jews.

T h e r e  is n o  m ere  a cc id e n t in  th e  fa c t  th a t th e  tw o  w ord s b lessed  
an d  cu rsed  ap p ear in th e  A b rah am ic  co v en a n t re sp e ctin g  th e  a ttitu d e  
o f G en tiles  tow ard  A brah am ’s seed  a cco rd in g  to  th e  flesh  (G en . 1 2 :1 -3 ) , 
an d  th a t th ese  w ords ap p ear again  w h en  G e n tile s  a re  b e in g  b ro u g h t into 
ju d g m en t re sp e ctin g  th e ir  tre a tm e n t o f G o d ’s e le c t  p eo p le .

In  G en esis  it  is w ritten , “ I  w ill b less  them  th a t b less th e e .” and
in th e  d escrip tio n  o f th e  ju d g m en t o f th e  n ation s it is said , “ C o m e, ye
b lessed  o f  m y  F a th e r .”

In  G en esis  it is said , “ I  w ill cu rse  him  th a t cu rse th  th e e ,” w h ile
in  th is sam e ju d g m en t it is said , “D e p a rt from  m e, y e  cu rsed , in to
e v erlastin g  fire .”

B u t  w h y ? O n ly  b e ca u se  ye did it no t unto one o f th e  le a st  o f  th ese 
m y b re th ren . E x istin g  w ith o u t a tten tio n  to th e  W o rd  o f G od , th e  n a 
tions h av e  n e v er rea lized  th e  fav ored  p la ce  Isra e l holds in th e  lo v e  and 
pu rp ose o f G o d .” (L ew is S p erry  C h a fe r , S y s te m a tic  T h e o lo g y , V o l. 5 , 

p. 139).

Why does Israel bold this favored place? There are many 
reasons. One of which is “they are beloved for the fathers’ sake” 
(Rom. 11:28).

It has always been God’s purpose that all men everywhere 
would know Him and worship Him. God tested Adam and he 
failed. God also tested Abraham and he did not fail. “Abraham 
believed God and it was counted unto him for righteousness.”

“God bless America, land that I love.” We can assure this 
blessing by opening our hearts of compassion to all men—which 
includes bringing the Gospel to the seed of Abraham.

—In The Chosen People. Used by permission 
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Louisville Christian Fellowship Week
August 9-13, 1976

DAY SESSIONS: Portland Avenue Church of Christ, 2500 Portland Avenue. 
EVENING SESSIONS: Sellersburg Church of Christ, Sellersburg, Indiana.

Theme: MY PERSONAL ACCOUNTABILITY TO GOD. Romans 14:12. “So 
then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.”

MONDAY Chairman, Tom Rowe
Evening session

7:00-7:45 Youth Conference: Christian Life Patterns Julius Hovan
8:00-9:00 Regarding: Study Dennis Allen

TUESDAY Chairman, J. T. Embree
Day session

9:00-10:00 Bible Exposition: 1 & 2 Peter Carl Kitzmiller
10:00-10:20 Fellowship period
10:20-11:20 Regarding:Forgiveness

The Need of Forgiveness Richard Denny
11:20-12:00 Prayer time
12:00-1:15 Lunch time

1:30-3:00 Regarding: Family Bruce Chowning
Regarding: Possessions Jesse Wood

Evening session
7:00-7:45 Youth Conference: Christian Life Patterns Julius Hovan
8:00-9.00 Regarding: Prayer Dale Offutt

WEDNESDAY Chairman, Alvin Price
Day session

9:00-10:00 Bible Exposition: 1 & 2 Peter Carl Kitzmiller
10:00-10:20 Fellowship period
10:20-11:20 Regarding: Forgiveness

The Basis of Forgiveness Vernon Lawyer
11:20-12:00 Prayer time
12:00-1:15 Lunch time

1:30-3:00 Regarding: Christians Practicing Sin Stan Broussard
Regarding: Conversation Waldo Oar

Evening session
7:00-7:45 Youth Conference: Christian Life Patterns Julius Hovan
8:00-9:00 Regarding: The Great Commission Robert Boyd

Special Missionary Offering

THURSDAY Chairman, Robert Gill
Day session

9:00-10:00 Bible Exposition: 1 & 2 Peter Carl Kitzmiller
10:00-10:20 Fellowship period
10:20-11:20 Regarding: Forgiveness

The Condition of Forgiveness Antoine Valdetero
11:20-12:00 Prayer time
12:00-1:15 Lunch time

1:30-3:00 Regarding: Daily Worship Hall Crowder
Regarding: The Lord’s Supper Η. E. Schreiner

Evening session
7:00-7:45 Youth Conference: Christian Life Patterns Julius Hovan
8 00-9:00 Regarding: The Local Congregation Harry Coultas
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PROPHECY
Edited by Dr. Horace E. Wood

Purposes for the Great Tribulation
Winston N. Allen

“. . . when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 
. . . .of  the world learn righteousness” (Isaiah 26:9b).

The severity of conditions during the approaching “great tribu
lation” as described in both the Old and New Testaments and as 
foreshadowed in current events evokes the question, Why? Has 
God revealed to us what is to be accomplished by the earthshaking 
events? We can be sure that good and sufficient are His reasons 
for everything He does, and that His plans and purposes started 
in the eternity of the past will continue to unfold through time and 
in the eternity of the future. As we study what is revealed, several 
reasons for the great tribulation become evident. Two are dealt 
with briefly in this article.

1. To lead as many as will to repent.

God “would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowl
edge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2 :4 ). He does not wish “that any
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FRIDAY Chairman, John Pound
Day session

9:00-10:00 Bible Exposition: 1 & 2 Peter Carl Kitzmiller
10:00-10:20 Fellowship period
10:20-11:20 Regarding: Forgiveness

The Outcome of Forgiveness Mike Sanders
11:20-12:00 Prayer time
12:00-1:15 Lunch time

1:30-3:00 Regarding: The Second Coming of Christ Victor Broaddus
Open discussion of the week 

Evening session 
7:00-7:45 Singing
8:00-9:00 Regarding: Time and Talent C.V. Wilson

Hospitality Committee: Herbert Ball, 812-944-7188
Ronald Hickman, 812-246-4347

Planning Committee, 1976: John Pound, chairman; Fred Bowser, Glen McLean, 
Robert Gill, B. D. Fields, Joe Blansett, Jim Embree, Alvin Price, Tom Rowe.

Churches serving noon meals:
TUESDAY: Sylvania, LaGrange, Shawnee, Jeffersontown, Jefferson Street,

South Louisville, Fern Creek.
WEDNESDAY: Kentucky Avenue, Ormsby Avenue, Highview, Buechel, Com

munity, Utica.
THURSDAY: Cherry Street, Highland, Sellersburg, Iroquois, Henryville, Water

ford.
FRIDAY: Fisherville, Portland Avenue, Ralph Avenue, Rowan Street, Eastview, 

Rangeland, Eighteenth Street.



should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9b). 
Intense suffering usually leads either to repentance or to willful re
bellion, depending on the choice of the individual (Pharaoh’s heart 
was hardened by trouble, but David said in Ps. 119:67, “Before I 
was afflicted I went astray, but now I observe thy word”). Both 
reactions will be evidenced during the great tribulation after the 
rapture of the church.

Following the earthshaking events described in Rev. 6:12-17 
and the preparing of 144,000 Jewish servants (evidently evan
gelists) in Rev. 7:1-8, the inspired writer tells about a great mul
titude in heaven “out of every nation and of all tribes and peo
ples and tongues.” In response to his question “Who are they?” 
the1 apostle John is given the answer, “These are they that come 
out of the great tribulation, and they washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14). It 
is evident from Revelation 13 that turning to Christ during the 
seven-year reign of Antichrist will invite martyrdom. The wrath 
of Satan and of the millions in his kingdom will focus on Is
rael during the great tribulation. Two-thirds of the Jews will 
be killed, but a remnant (one third) will be miraculously preserved 
from death and will turn to the Lord Jesus Christ as their promised 
Messiah (Zech. 13:8, 9; Jer. 30:4-9; Rev. 12).

Chapters 8  and 9 of Revelation describe additional more severe 
judgments involving the whole world. Rev. 9:18 foretells the 
sudden death of a third of the world’s population. But notice the 
amazing reaction of those who remain. “And the rest of mankind 
who were not killed with these plagues repented not of the works of 
their hands, that they should not worship demons and the idols of 
gold and of silver and of wood, which can neither see, nor hear, 
nor walk, and they repented not of their murders, nor of their sor
ceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts” (Rev. 9:20, 21). 
See also Rev. 16:10, 11.

Then, as now, the great majority will continue in willful re
bellion against God. If the goodness of God doesn’t lead to re
pentance, He brings or permits the storms of suffering to assail the 
body and spirit. Jonah repented because of the sufferings he ex
perienced. The prodigal son “came to himself’ in the hog pen. 
But if the sinner continues to reject Christ as Savior and as Lord, 
then it is just a matter of time before the sinner faces death, and 
judgment, and hell. If God’s love and mercy are spurned, then 
His justice and judgment follow. A Holy God must deal with 
sin and with the sinner.

2. Another purpose for the great tribulation is to purge the world 
o f wickedness and of the effects o f sin.

Before Christ begins His glorious millennial reign with His 
church, the earth must be purged of sinners who refuse to repent.
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The earth itself and the atmosphere must be cleansed in preparation 
for the restoration of Edenic conditions foretold in many passages of 
Scripture (Acts 3:19-21; Rom. 8:18-23; Isa. 2:1-4, 9:6, 7, 11:1-10). 
We read in Isa. 13:9-11, “Behold, the day of Jehovah cometh, cruel, 
with wrath and fierce anger; to make the land a desolation, and 
to destroy the sinners thereof out of it. For the stars of heaven 
and the constellations thereof shall not give their light; the sun shall 
be darkened in its going forth,and the moon shall not cause its light 
to shine. And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked 
for their iniquity: and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to 
cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.” Also the 
prophet Isaiah said in 24:5, 6 , “The earth also is polluted under the 
inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, vio
lated the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath 
the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are found 
guilty: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few 
men left.” Additional details are given in Zephaniah 1:14-18.

Geophysical changes during the great tribulation apparently 
will include: 3 τ/ 2 years of drought (Rev. 13:3, 6 ); winds will be 
restrained (Rev. 7 :1 ); solar radiation will be drastically increased 
(Rev. 16:8, 9; Isa. 30:26; Mai. 4 :1 ); great meteors or comets will 
plunge into the ocean (Rev. 8:8-11); great earthquakes together 
with shifts in the earth’s crustal isostasy (due to melting ice and 
evaporating oceans) will renovate the earth’s topography (Rev. 16: 
17-21; Ezekiel 38:19, 20). It has been calculated that the melting 
ice caps would raise sea level enough to destroy most of the world’s 
great cities. By the end of the seven-year period many of the ante
diluvian conditions on the earth and in the atmosphere could well 
be restored.

Prophecies in God’s Word regarding the approaching time of 
trouble “such as hath not been from the beginning of the world 
until now, no nor ever shall be” (Matt. 24:21) should motivate us to 
preparation and to evangelization.

“But when these things begin to come to pass, look up, and lift 
up your heads; because your redemption draweth nigh.” “Even so 
ye also, when ye see these things coming to pass, know ye that the 
kingdom of God is nigh. Verily I say unto you, This generation 
shall not pass away, till all things be accomplished. Heaven and 
earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. But 
take heed to yourselves, lest haply your hearts be overcharged with 
surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of tills life, and that day come 
on you suddenly as a snare: for so shall it come upon al] them that 
dwell on the face of all the earth. But watch ye at every season, 
making supplication, that ye may prevail to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke 
21:28, 31-36).
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George and Sophia Galanis Athens, Greece March newsletter

The Bible correspondence course is growing in number of en
rolling students da}' by day. Thanks to the freedom we have now 
we work freely spreading our advertisement cards. We throw 
them under the doors,we pass them out at train and bus stations, at 
universities, high schools and anywhere in street squares etc. We 
have thus far distributed one hundred thousand cards and we 
have received eight hundred responses. Praise the Lord for so 
great opportunity He has given us to evangelize our countrymen.

On 14th March 1976 we invited some two hundred of the en
rolled students and one hundred twenty of them came. The pro
gram was very good and all were very much impressed. New in
vitation has been already sent out for the 16th May 1976. We ex
pect more to come.

Campaign in Crete. On 25th March to 6th April we went to 
the Island of Crete with my wife. In four days with four boys, 
we passed out twenty-one thousand cards. The result was one 
hundred seventy responses.

New campaign in Corfu. Four people of us are planning to go 
to the Island of Corfu to distribute ten thousand cards and to have 
revival at the small Church there that is affiliated with us.
Delores Harris Salisbury, Rhodesia March 27.

We have plans complete and ready to build the new home if 
(when) the Lord permits. We have about 41,000 bricks delivered 
in new yard and will start foundation as soon as rains let up.

We have acquired a little wood house to set up in church 
yard for our papers we sell. Donald and I have been soaking the 
boards with creosote. We sure smell good when we get through. 
Keeps the insects away anyway and almost anyone else.

Francis has found a job now with the Education Department- 
something to do with selecting films to show, I think. The Lord 
has been gracious in this. He likes his work.
Shichiro Nakahara Shizuoka City, Japan May 6.

Our young people at our congregation conducted a meeting 
to which several young people from two other congregations came 
on April 29. It was strictly done by the young people. They had 
a worship service to start with, and one of our boys spoke at it. This
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the cattle drink. The bushes or grass are their clothesline. Still 
they worship the Lord and teach their children to praise and thank 
God for all His many blessings. Their crops should be good this 
year as God sent them plenty of rain.(We were in a hard downpour 
as we drove to the village and it took us from about 11 to 2  to find 
the village—we walked several miles in the rain to find the road. 
We could pass over the deep holes.) God let the rains just miss the 
gathering where the women were. The Hobbys led the way as we 
came out on our way home so it was easy going. Just like when 
we follow our Lord, who knows the way, then our journey is easy.

T. W. Hartle Capetown. South Africa May 21.
More and more families are requesting cottage meetings and 

film strip classes in their homes, for which we are thankful, that at 
least there are those who “seek for a life richer than what this 
old world has to offer.” I have just completed a series of film strip 
lessons in the home of a family, living in the very area where we 
intend to erect our new church building Lord willing. For 6 
consecutive Tuesday and Wednesday evenings the interest shown by 
the family (along with other neighbors who attended) was very en
couraging indeed.

We just pray that this effort, with other methods we are using 
to reach the lost (tract drives, hospital services), shall eventually 
culminate, to the glory of God, with fruit-bearing results. And also 
pray, that other of our brethren who are also at the moment con
ducting cottage meetings and film strip classes too, shall also give 
much cause for rejoicing in the near future, Lord willing. Up to 
date, there has been no further development with regards to our 
new building project, due to the fact that we are still negotiating 
towards obtaining a reasonable subcontractor, to do the entire floor 
level of the project, after which the men hope to carry on themselves.

J. C. Shewmaker Bulawayo, Rhodesia May 10.

No doubt you are concerned about the situation in Rhodesia, 
particularly in view of all the sensational headlines and horrific ar
ticles which appear in the Press. The psychological war being 
waged against Rhodesia through many of the news media of the 
world has escalated to such proportions of misrepresentation that 
many observers outside this country find it difficult to separate fact 
from fiction. Daily examples of deliberate distortions and half 
truths are carried in the headlines of the world’s newspapers. Some 
of these news clippings have reached us, and many of these bear 
no relation to the real situation in Rhodesia.

Journalists from all over the world have descended upon Rhod
esia, and are often hard put to find the sensational news they have 
come for. Though there are no blood baths or massacres, our 
young men take their stints guarding our borders, where there 
have been several incursions of terrorists. However, most people
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go about their daily affairs in peace and without fear.
We hope to continue here for some years to come, to help 

build up, encourage, and strengthen the young church at Bellevue, 
to reach out for souls in this community. As we see it now, much 
can be done through the children, to reach the parents.

Although our building is nearly ready for occupation, much 
work needs to be done on the parking lot before we can have our 
official opening, as it would be very difficult for cars to get into the 
grounds.

J. R. Stewart-Brown Simonstown, South Africa May 16.

We still have many visitors on Sundays, and since you heard 
from me, we have had more baptisms. Praise God for His mercy 
towards those who seek Him and find Him.

Our preacher said on Sunday, that soon we will have to book 
our seats on a Sunday, we are growing to such an extent; this is 
only in the English service. We also have an Africaans service 
every Sunday morning downstairs, in the same building which is 
also growing—we had two baptisms in the Africaans last week.

Quite a number of our Africaans members come from the 
Dutch Reformed Church, from which I was also a member many
years ago.

Until I  sought for deeper things in Jesus, and wanted to obey 
Gods word, to follow Him through the waters of Baptism, I can now 
shout Hallelujah for the love of our Lord and Master, for His guid
ance and care, what a wonderful day that was, almost 25 years 
ago, when I found my all and all in Jesus.

Addie Brown Salisbury, Rhodesia May 19.

This is a lovely sunny afternoon. Today has been declared a 
national day of prayer for the nation—for God’s guidance at this 
critical time. I have no idea how many came together to pray. We 
had a nice crowd come to the church here. The service was very 
good. A woman sitting next to me cried—she was baptized several 
months ago—and was quite touched. She sorta apologized after the 
meeting and I told her I loved the tears. God does too, I believe.

The ladies of the church had a very good meeting yesterday 
morning. We are studying Titus now. We have spent some time 
on chap. 2 verses 3-5. I feel this teaching has been so neglected, 
and it is so very important. The first time I was ever in such a 
class was at Harding and Sis. Armstrong was teaching us women. 
I was about 30 I suppose—a bit late to help me as much as it might. 
Why has the church neglected teaching older women their duty to 
teach the younger women—and to set the good example? Surely 
there has been much loss because of this failure.
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Alex V. Wilson

John Q. Christian is gripped by an excruciating and incurable 
disease. But he suffers from perplexity as well as from pain. For 
contradictory advice bombards him from all sides. His buddy from 
work urges him to visit a healing campaign now going on in their 
city. John’s preacher visits him often and assures him of the 
church members’ daily prayers; but John knows they don’t expect 
him to get well. A nephew in Ohio sent him a book with the 
testimonies of nine people who were all instantly cured by “exer
cising unwavering faith and requesting prayer from God’s present- 
day miracle-man, Brother Bob Carr.” Aunt Sally reminds him 
that her husband Harry was an outstanding Christian leader and 
yet he died from a lingering illness, “so just trust God for grace in 
the midst of pain.” A longtime Christian friend says that the 
elders in his church practice praying and anointing with oil, as 
taught in the book of James. And John’s sister Ellen tells him his 
trouble is simply in his mind, for she recently joined “Christian Sci
ence”!

Sickness and healing are important subjects for personal reasons, 
as the above semi-fictitious example shows. But they are also im
portant because they relate to more urgent issues, such as the 
spread of the Gospel of Christ. For example, Evangelical Missions 
Quarterly (April 1974) reported that in Ivory Coast “the whole 
country was stirred” when meetings were held in various places 
“accompanied by numerous healings and conversions.” Not only 
there but also

in  o th er p arts  o f A frica , m ission aries rep o rt a  cau sa l re la tio n sh ip  
b e tw e e n  h e a lin g  and  ch u rch -g ro w th  . . . H e a lin g  w as o n e  a sp e ct o f  
th e  e a rly  ch u rch ’s m in istry  th a t a ttra c te d  im m ed ia te  a tten tio n  
and in som e p la ce s  led  to  a  rap id  in cre a se  o f  co n v erts . P erh ap s in  
th e  final days o f th is ag e , as G od ’s S p ir it  m ov es across th e  w orld , 
h e a lin g  m ay  b e co m e  as m u ch  an asset to  th e  ch u rch ’s w itn ess as it  
w as fo r  th e  e a rly  C h ristian s.

It is difficult to discuss healings because there are various kinds. 
Many sick people recover naturally, through the recuperative pow-
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ers God built into our bodies. These are divine healings even 
though they are natural, not supernatural. An old saying in 
medical circles recognizes this: “I set the bone; God healed it.” 
But we will restrict our present study to healings that seem to be 
supernatural. Even here it is important to define our terms care
fully, especially the terms “miracle” and “miraculous.” The late 
Rendle Short, a Christian doctor well known in England, suggested 
this definition: to be considered a miraculous healing, a cure should 
“be a sudden, complete, and long-lasting recovery from organic 
bodily disease.”

Five possible explanations

It seems to me that there are five possible explanations for seem
ingly miraculous healings. Let’s consider them.

1. Healings from God. The Bible records a number of 
healing miracles. But even so it is hard to deduce fixed principles 
regarding the subject. Elisha healed a leper and raised a dead 
boy, yet he himself died from sickness (2 Kings 13:14). During 
Jesus’ ministry the twelve apostles, including Judas, performed 
miracles of healing (Matt. 10:1,5-8). Mark 6:13 adds the infor
mation that they “anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed 
them.” Our Lord Himself healed multitudes of sick people. Some
times crowds of the sick sought Him out, and He healed them all 
( Matt. 8:16; cf. Mk. l:32ff). Yet at least once Jesus cured only one 
man out of a vast throng of blind, lame and paralyzed people 
(Jn. 5:1-15). In the beginning years of the Church “the apostles 
performed many miraculous signs”; again it is mentioned that 
crowds gathered together “and all o f them were healed” ( Acts 
5:12-16). Yet it seems that even the apostles did not share equally in 
that ministry, for Peter is given special mention (v. 15). Philip 
healed many Samaritans (8:5-7). Paul performed healings, some
times many more than at other times (19:11-12). “Gifts of heal
ings” are listed among the gifts of the Holy Spirit in 1 Cor. 12: 
9, 30, but are omitted in the lists in Rom. 12 and Eph. 4. James 5 
mentions prayer and anointing with oil by elders.

But what about today? Does God heal miraculously now? 
Many can testify that He does, at times. Doctors said that Ruth 
Wood (now Wilson) would live one year at most because a malig
nant tumor was wrapped around her spinal column. That was 
twenty years ago. Her sudden and complete cure in answer to the 
prayers of many Christians amazed every doctor who investigated 
her case. Examples could be multiplied. This subject will be ex
plored at greater length in a later article, D. V.

2. Psychosomatic healings. Many cures are faith-healings but 
not divine healings. They result from faith, but not necessarily
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faith in the Lord. Over half of the patients in hospitals have ill
nesses with emotional roots ( tensions, angers, fears, etc.) rather 
than merely physical causes. Often such people can be quickly 
cured if only they can be made to want anchor expect healing. In 
some cases, placebos (“medicines” with no real chemical value; 
sugar tablets, for example) will make such people well, if they be
lieve in them.

Our emotions have almost unbelievable influence on our bodies. 
During Orson Welles’ notorious radio drama describing Earth’s in
vasion by Martians, an agitated listener who had been crippled for 
years ran out of his house, got into the family car and drove away! 
Again, scientific experiments show that even plants, when prayed 
for and talked to, grow faster and healthier than other plants! 
Again, a German magazine described two detailed medical tests 
that were made. In the first one, a number of wounded men who 
complained of great pain were promised pain-killers. After get
ting injections, nearly half of them noted considerable relief. 
In the second test, some men in similar pain were told they 
could be given only mild pain-killers. After getting injections,
20  per cent of them said the pain had not diminished and in 
fact had become worse. Yet in test 1, a totally ineffective salt 
solution was used—a placebo. And in test 2, the drug used was 
morphium, a very strong painkiller. “Which shows,” concludes 
the article, “that pain is largely in the mind.” Because that is so, 
many “healings” are also largely in the mind or emotions. We may 
be thankful when people are cured in this way, but it is a mistake to 
regard such healings as divine miracles. For healings of this kind 
can be performed by atheistic doctors, quack-doctors, witch-doctors, 
Hindu gurus, Christian-Science practitioners, revered images of 
Mary, and anything else in which people put their faith.

We should notice in passing that a Christian’s strong faith in His 
Father’s power, wisdom, and loving care may prevent him from 
getting psychosomatic sicknesses that stem from anxieties and fears.

3. Healings from unknown causes. Some persons considered 
hopelessly sick by doctors experience remissions in their disease, and 
recover fully. They cannot be called psychosomatic cures, for in 
some cases the patients neither expected nor even wanted to get 
well. They cannot be called divine miracles either, in those cases 
where Christian faith and prayer were not even remotely exercised 
by the patients or their friends or relatives. Perhaps some day 
medical science will be able to explain and even regularly produce 
such healings; but at present it cannot.

4. Satanic healings. Some heathen witch-doctors, priests of 
other religions, and spiritist-mediums perform healings which seem 
far more than psychosomatic. They seem definitely super-human.
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Indeed, some of these healers openly acknowledge that their powers 
are derived from spirits which come upon them. There are a num
ber of well-known spiritist healers here in the Philippines, who 
falsely claim to be Christians. (Some renew their powers monthly at 
seances.) A few of these men have been exposed as fakes who use 
the power of suggestion plus sleight-of-hand. But others have 
proved under close scrutiny by scientists and doctors to possess fan
tastic powers. Sick people from as far away as the U.S. and Europe 
have come here to be cured. And a sufficient number of them have 
been healed to cause whole groups of diseased and crippled folks 
from their homelands to fly here seeking similar relief. The 
R eaders Digest carried in its book-section the story of a similar 
healer in Brazil and his remarkable methods and results: “Arigo: 
Surgeon of the Rusty Knife” (April ’75 in the Asian edition but may
be a month or so earlier or later in tire U.S. edition of the Digest). A 
careful reading shows his powers were demonic though he claimed 
to be a Christian.

Merrill Unger tells us that such cases are by no means new:

T h e  w orld  in  w h ich  th e  ea rly  C h ristian s liv ed  w as fu ll o f  d em o n - 
en erg ized  h e a le rs  and  m a g ic  w orkers (cf. A cts 8 :9 - 1 1 ;  1 3 :7 -1 0 ) . In  
th e  tem p le  o f  S erap is a t  A lexan d ria , E g y p t, m u ltitu d es o f  p agans 
w e re  rem a rk a b ly  h e a led . P ilg rim ag es to  E p id au ru s in  G re e ce  
b e ca m e  w orld  fam o u s, and  a n ig h t’s sleep  in th e  sacred  tem p le  
th ere  cu red  thousan d s. A p p oloniu s o f T y a n a  (3 B .C .—A .D . 96 ) 
w as a  w ell-k n o w n  m ira cle -w o rk er w h o  e ffe c te d  m a g ic  cu res and  w as 
reg ard ed  b y  m an y  as a  “h e a th e n  C h rist.” P eo p le  a lm o st w or
sh ip p ed  h im  as a G od  (Demons in th e  W o rld  T o d a y , p. 138)

5. Fraud. Some “cures” are cover-ups. Some “healers” are 
hypocrites. Several years ago a pentecostal healer named Mar joe, 
a one-time boy wonder of the healing circuit, openly confessed that 
he had been a fake. He even allowed a film to be made showing 
how he performed his tricks of the trade.

Over a decade before that, editor and Bible teacher Donald 
Barnhouse warned regarding such tricksters. He mentioned a book 
“in which the woman who was personnel director for the Bosworth 
brothers’ healing campaigns exposed the methods which they used. 
No person with a serious malady was allowed to appear in front 
of the public. Only people with very suggestible minds who might 
be impressed were allowed anywhere near the public meetings. 
The others were anointed in private and sent away.” Barnhouse 
then gave another example.

N o t too lon g  ago in  th e  S o u th  n ew sp ap ers exp o sed  a “h e a le r” 
b y  p u b lish in g  p h otograp h s o f “h e a lin g s” in  d ifferen t c ities . T h e  
p h otog rap h s d em o n strated  th a t th e sam e m an  co m p le te  w ith  b a n d 
ag es and  cru tch es  w as h e a le d  in  h a lf  a d ozen  d ifferen t cities ,

1 9 0



th ro w in g  aw ay h is c ru tch  w ith  a cry  o f triu m p h , and  alw ays ju st 
b e fo re  th e  o fferin g  w as tak en . (E te rn ity  M ag az in e , F e b . 195 3 ).

We are not saying that all healers are hypocrites, nor that all 
healings that occur in healing campaigns are either psychosomatic, 
demonic, or fraudulent. But let’s not close our eyes to the facts 
noted above.

What then can we conclude about healing? First, that the 
subject is complex, to say the least. Second, that our God still 
can and sometimes does heal miraculously today. Third, that we 
should not be gullible regarding claims of healings and healers, 
but should investigate them carefully, prayerfully, and Biblically, 
for seemingly miraculous cures may be produced by forces other 
than the power of God.

NEWS AND NOTES ■

"They rehearsed all that God had done with them . . ." ...

S a lisb u ry , R h o d esia : A ll o f us at
th e  ch u rch  in  W a te rfa lls  w ou ld  like 
to  go on reco rd  in  g iv in g  our s in cere  
th an ks to  B ro . G ord on  L in sco tt  fo r 
th e  g iv in g  o f h im se lf in m akin g  th e  
W o rd  and  W o rk  o n e  o f  th e  b e st 
C h ristia n  p u b lica tio n s to d ay . W e  
tru st th a t th e  sam e stan d ard  and 
sp irit o f th e  p ap er w ill b e  co n tin u ed  
b y  its n ew  ed itor. T h e  L o rd  b less  
you all as you serv e H im .—D av id  
B row n

L o n g  B e a c h , C a lif .:  I ju s t rea lized  
m y  su b scrip tio n  is u p  n e x t m on th . 
I  en jo y  th e  lit t le  m ag az in e  v ery  
m u ch . —M a rth a  E b y

A tlan ta , G a .: I ’m  lookin g  fo rw ard  to 
e a ch  cop y! M ay  G od  r ich ly  b less  
a ll w hose effo rts b less  a ll o f us. 
—E m m a  H arg esh eim er

L o u isv ille , K y .: O n e o f th e  n ice s t
h ap p en in g s at B u e c h e l th is p a st six 
w eek s w as th e  “w ork in g-w orsh ip in g - 
re c re a tio n a l” re tre a t  fo r th e  young 
p eo p le  h e ld  at E c h o  V a lle y  C am p  
A pril 9 , 10 , 11 . T h e  w orsh ip  serv ice  
and L o rd ’s su p p er on Su n d ay  proved  
to b e  a v ery  sp e cia l tim e!

A1 lon g  w ith  o th er im p rovem en ts 
at E c h o  V a lle y  C am p , cu rta in s are 
b e in g  m a d e  by  th e  lad ies o f B u ech e l 
fo r  th e  w indow s. C o lle e n  M orrison 
is in ch a rg e  o f th a t p articu lar p ro j
ect.

A n u m ber o f reg istra tion s fo r cam p  
h a v e  co m e in and  Se n io r W e e k  (th e 
first w eek  o f cam p ), Ju n e  1 3 -1 9 , 
a lread y  has a good group reg istered .

T h e  you ng p eo p le  m ad e a  fu n  trip  
to  O p rylan d  and N ash v ille  th e  w eek 
en d  o f M ay  1 5 -1 6  and w orshipped  
w ith  th e  you ng p eo p le  at G a lla tin  
th a t Su n d ay . T h e  w eeken d  a t O p ry
lan d  im p ressed  sev era l o f th e young 
p eo p le  b e ca u se  o f th e  p resen tatio n  
L ib e r ty ’s So n g , a sp e cia l B i-C e n te n 
n ia l p rogram  h e ld  in th e  O p ry  H ouse. 
I t  w as p a rticu la rly  en jo y ab le . —M i
ch a e l T . San d ers

G a lla tin , T e n n .: An E d u ca tio n  D ire c 
to r, M au ry  Sm ith , w as secu red  fo r 
p a rt t im e  fo r th e  C h ristian  S ch o o l 
w h ich  is b e in g  p lan n ed  b y  G alla tin . 
H e w ill w ork fu ll tim e d u ring  th e  
su m m er and  p art tim e  th ro u g h  th e  
sch ool y ear, u n d er th e  d irectio n  o f 
th e  G a lla tin  E ld ers .

T h e  L ad ies  L e ctu re sh ip , M ay  15, 
w as a  g rea t su ccess. Sp eak ers w ere : 
M rs. C o o p er Q u alls  and  M rs. D em u s 
F rien d .

O n e qu alified  young m an  h as a- 
g reed  to go to  A laska to  assist B ro th 
er W in sto n  A llen  in th e  w ork at E a 
g le  R iver.

P O R T L A N D  C H R IS T IA N  S C H O O L
T h e  B a cca la u re a te  and  G rad u ation  

exercises w ere  stirrin g  occasio n s a t



P o rtla n d  S ch o o l. B ro th e r  N ath an  
B u rk s, m in ister o f th e  Je fferso n to w n  
ch u rch  and  B ro th e r  D o n  F in to , m in 
ister o f th e  B e lm o n t ch u rch  in  N ash 
v ille , T e n n , w ere  th e  speakers.

T h e  sch oo l g rad u ated  e ig h te e n  stu 
d en ts, e ig h t w ith  honors and  tw o w ith

h o n o ra b le  m en tion . T h e  song th a t 
B ro th e r  C h am b ers  w rote  fo r th e 
sch oo l w as su ng  and  a  n u m ber of 
tea ch ers , fo rm er tea ch ers  and  fa ith fu l 
frien d s w ere  h o n o rab ly  recog n ized . It  
w as th e  4 9 th  grad u atin g  ex e rc ise  of 
P o rtlan d  C h ristian  H ig h  S ch o ol.

PAUL R. AND KIVA NEAL
P au l R ., ag e 7 9 , and  K iv a , 7 5 , o f  Su lliv an , In d ia n a , a fte r  a m arriag e  o f  5 9  

years, w ere  ca lle d  o f th e  L o rd  to  b e  a t h o m e w ith  H im . O n  T h u rsd ay , M ay  
2 0 , 1 9 7 6  from  th e  h o m e o f  th e ir  son R o b e rt, K iv a  w as ca lle d  to  go first. O n 
M ay  2 2 , th e  d ay  o f  K iv a ’s fu n era l, P a u l from  h is h o sp ita l room  in T e rre  H au te, 
In d ia n a , w as g iv en  th e  p riv ileg e  o f fo llo w in g  h er. F o r  th e  p a st tw o or th re e  
years sh e h ad  su ffered  fro m  a  p a in fu l afflictio n  w h ich  th e  d octors co u ld  do lit t le  
to  re liev e . P au l, p erh ap s aroun d  th e  ag e o f  3 0 , co n tra c te d  arth ritis. In  tim e  
h e  w as fo rce d  to  re so rt to  cru tch es  and  fo r  years h e  w as a  sh u t-in  con fin ed  to 
a  w h ee l ch a ir . H e n ev er g av e  up  fig h tin g  h is a ilm en t. T h e  L o rd  g av e  him  
an  ac tiv e  m in d  up  to  w ith in  a  fe w  hou rs b e fo re  th e  en d. H e w as a  good 
stu d en t o f th e  W o rd , and p re a ch e d  it as lon g  as a b le  to  g e t ou t to  d o  so, and  
m ain ta in ed  an in te re s t in  a ll th e  progress, activ ities , and  affairs o f th e  ch u rch es.

T h e  fa ith  o f  th ese  tw o  serv an ts o f  th e  L o rd  g rew  w ith  th e  in ten sity  o f 
th e ir  afflictions. M an y  v isitors ca m e  to  th e ir  h o m e to  ch e e r  th em  u p , b u t 
w en t aw ay fe e lin g  th ey  h ad  o b ta in e d  th e  g rea ter b lessin g . T h o u g h  so h a n d i
cap p ed  th e y  alw ays h ad  frien d s a t h an d  to  assist th e ir  n e ed s, and  esp ecia lly  
th e ir  son, R o b e rt, his w ife  D a r le n e , th e ir  ch ild ren  R o b in , M ark , and  Ja n ; 
to g eth er w ith  d au g h ter, M rs. P a u lin e  S to n e , and  an o th er son, B il ly  N ea l and 
fa m ily  o f  A tlan ta , G a . M u ch  co m fo rt and  h e lp  w as ad d ed  b y  fa ith fu l g ran d 
ch ild ren .

B re th re n  O re ll O v erm an  and  W a ld o  O ar h ad  ch a rg e  o f b o th  serv ices. T h e y  
w ere  assisted  b y  E u g e n e  Poun d  and A u d rey  S m ith  w ith  o th er lo ca l m in isters.

T h e  fo llo w in g  p oem , T h e  U n o ffen d ed  F a ith , b y  M rs. C h a rles  E . C o w m an , 
w as re a d  a t  th e  fu n era ls . I t  is based  o n  th e  w ord s o f  Jesu s in  M t. 1 1 :6 : 
“B le sse d  is h e , w h o soev er sh all n o t b e  o ffen d ed  in m e ,” I t  re fle c ts  w e ll th e  
fa ith  o f th ese  ch ild ren  o f  G od , and  w e tru st th ese  w ord s w ill stren g th en  th e 
fa ith  o f p recio u s souls w h o  fo llo w  in th e ir  train .

B lessed  art th o u , O  ch ild  o f G od  w ho 
Su ffers and  can st not u n d erstand

T h e  reaso n  fo r  th y  p ain , y et g lad ly
L e a v e s  th y  life  in  H is b le s t  h an d .

B lessed  is h e  w ho th ro u g h  lon g  years o f su fferin g  
C a st off from  activ e  to il

S t i l l  sh ares b y  p ray er and  p ra ise  th e  w ork o f  o th ers 
A nd  thu s d iv id es th e  spoil.

Y es, b lessed  art thou , w hose fa ith
Is  n o t o ffen d ed  b y  tria ls  u n exp la in ed ,

B y  m ysteries u n so lv ed , p ast un d erstan d in g  
U n til th e  g oal is gained .

F o r  th e e  aw aits an “ a fterw ard ” o f glory ,
E te r n a l b liss  co m p le te ,

A n u n d erstan d in g  o f H is pu rp ose fo r th ee ,
A  jo y  e x ce ed in g  sw eet!

A n “u n offen d ed ” fa ith  th a t h e re  h as tru sted  
A  F a th e r ’s bo u n d less lov e

S h a ll th en , m ad e m a n ife st in  a ll its b e a u ty  
B e  crow n ed  fo rev er above.
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