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God's Family
W . R. H.

PEER PRESSURE?

It was in a Louisville area middle school that the fourteen-year old 
girls put pressure on one of their number, teasing her that she was 
still a virgin. It didn’t take many weeks until she decided, whatever 
her past thoughts had been, that now was the time to end the accusa
tions. With a classmate to perform, and one of her girl friends for a 
witness, she cinched the point that if she had been a virgin, she was no 
longer.

When the principal ferreted out the facts from fellow students and 
the witness, the kids themselves conceded to the act. Parents were 
called in, informed, and the pair were turned over to them and then 
suspended for a few days.

Was this a solitary incident, or an exceptional case of circum
stances? I would like to believe that it was—but not so. It may be 
the exception, in that we heard of the case, but it is not itself exception
al. From reports of counselors, distraught parents, and panic centers, 
we read that the moral fibre of the American home—yea, many Chris
tian homes—is at its lowest level. This is all in fulfilment of scrip
tures, such as “In the last days, grievous' times shall come;” “Lovers of

Eleasure, rather than lovers of God”; “thou sufferest the woman Jeze- 
e l,. . .  who teacheth and seduceth my servants to commit fornica

tion;” and “when the Son of Man oometh, will He find faith upon the 
earth?” Does this mean, then, that our young people are doomed to 
promiscuity? Is there no anchor against the swelling tide, no haven 
for this time of storm? The church of Jesus must meet this need head- 
on.

THE VALUE OF VIRTUE
In this paragraph, I would like to use the word virtue to specially 

mean sexual purity and virginity, (words that sex education has little 
time for.) Too many of our young people have little or no concept 
of the depth of riches that God includes· with virtue. Paul states: 
“fornicators and adulterers God will judge,” and again, “he that com- 
mittcth fornication sinneth against his own body.” Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians, that he wanted to present them as a pure virgin to Christ. 
While we know that has a deep spiritual meaning, nevertheless, it uses 
the best illustration available when the words “pure virgin” are chosen.

Man’s need for a sexual companionship was supplied by God Him
self, in the provision of holy marriage. Peter wrote that the woman’s
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chaste behavior would be influential in the evangelizing of an unbe
lieving husband.

Christian parents should impress upon their boys and girls that 
virginity—until marriage—is God’s best, and that it will yield most 
assuredly the highest bliss for the yearnings of their young hearts. 
It is Satan’s lie that tells young folks that there is great advantage to 
pre-marital experiences and that sexual sophistication is a step upward 
in maturity. It is the same ruse that he uses with drink, smoking, 
drugs, cursing, and the like. Why doesn’t he tell them that he wants 
to doom them to a lifetime of regret, blighted self-respeot, and tinges of 
mistrust? Nor would I present a double standard, Virginity and purity 
are the birthrights of boys as well as girls, and the blessings will be 
identical. Flee from the power of peer pressure!

THE VALU E OF THE SOUL
But there is a worse loss than losing one’s virtue, and that is the 

losing of the soul. What would a man give in exchange for his soul? 
W e hurt deeply, when we see teenagers cast their virtue to the ground— 
and rightly so, for it can never be regained, and is the first step to 
greater loss. But how many, both young and old, have not only 
blighted their lives, their married lives, and their sex lives, but have 
considered that their souls, also, are worthless, and deliver them over 
to the power of Satan? How many times are the sins of the teen-years 
only the beginning of a long and continuous slide that leads to eternal 
destruction? They find themselves falling, with no rope to grab; 
going under, with no firm place to set their foot. Suicide has become, 
next to auto accidents, young people’s worst killer. Doctors and Psy
chologists are telling us that we must be on the lookout for the symp
toms—that there are always warning signs. Yes, we need to watch 
for the symptoms, but more than that, we must know that we have, 
in Jesus, the one Answer that can meet their every need. Lives that 
are not worth the living, are lives that have not met Jesus as Savior.

W e who have the joy of Jesus abiding in our hearts, need to mingle 
with those who know Him not. W e need to exert a kind of peer 
pressure also, and one that has eternal spiritual power with it. In 
fact, we do exercise that pressure. This is why campus ministries have 
cured addicts, stopped drunkenness, purified courtships, and estab
lished Christian homes. This is why Christian business fellowship has 
wielded an influence wherever Christian workers have given their 
testimonies.

W e decry the teenager who throws away his virginity, but there is 
a way that we can do something about it, and do something about the 
eternal soul at the same time. W e  can, and M UST show forth our 
loving Savior in day to day living before them and with them. And 
we can only teach them values that are first values dear unto us.
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Viewing the News
Jack Blaes

L E S T E R  R O L O F F , M IN IS T E R  O F  
T H E  P E O P L E ’S C H U R C H  o f C orpus 
Christi, Texas, a fundam entalist evangel
ist and fou r other persons w ere killed 
N ovem ber 2  w h en  the small plane 
p iloted  b y  R olo ff crashed to  the ground 
after flying into a thunderstorm  in east 
Texas. H e fou n d ed  and h eaded  R oloff 
E vangelistic Enterprises w h ich  op er
ated hom es for  delinqu ent boys and 
girls and m en and w om en  in trouble 
w ith  the law. H e was adm ired b y  fu n 
damentalists for  his stand against any 
form  o f  state control o f  his hom es. He 
had  been  in a long-standing battle w ith 
the state o f  Texas over licensure o f his 
R ebecca  H om e fo r  Girls and Anchor 
H om e fo r  Boys b e fore  a state district 
judge d ecid ed  that R o lo ff cou ld  operate 
his hom es w ithout a license. Other 
victim s in the crash w ere identified as 
Susan L ynn Smith, E laine W ingert, 
C heryl Palm er, and E nola  Slade.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *
A N O T H E R  SU C H  B IT  O F  N E W S  
C O N C E R N IN G  A N O T H E R  Texan, 
G rady Nutt, know n around the country 
as the “ Prim e M inister o f  H um or” , was 
k illed  in a plane crash near V inem ont, 
Alabam a. Nutt was an ordained B ap
tist m inister, and during his student 
days at Southern Baptist Sem inary in 
Louisville , m inistered to the G raefen- 
bu rg  congregation near Frankfort, Ky.
H e was greatly lov ed  as a pastor, and 
w ill b e  m issed b y  m any friends through
out the country.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *
T he W A L L  S T R E E T  JO U R N A L  N O T 
E D  IT  T H IS  W A Y : “ Antichrist (666) 
B locked  in E ffort to W orm  His W ay  
Into the IRS”  was the headline o f an 
article that appeared in the Septem ber 
17, 1982 issue. T h e  IRS and the Social 
Security Adm inistration chose 666 as a 
cod e  num ber on  a form  involving IR A ’s.
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T he num ber was chosen, explains the 
IRS, “ because a scanner cou ld  read  it 
easily.”  An IRS official later appeared 
on C B N ’s “ 700 C lu b ”  show  to assure 
view ers that 666 has been  d iscarded 
for  555. B ible believers have a fee lin g  
that w e  m ay b e  hearing m uch  m ore 
about that Antichrist num ber.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *
T H E  N A T IO N ’S O N E  H E A L T H  
P R O B L E M : fo r  p eop le  betw een  15 and 
24 the U.S. Surgeon General C . E ver
ett K oop  says is v io len ce  in all its form s. 
Speaking to the annual m eetin g  o f  the 
A m erican A cad em y o f  Pediatrics, K oop  
stated that there has b een  a surge o f  
m urders, suicides, and m otor veh icle  
deaths that has caused  the loss o f  
“ m illions o f  years o f life .”  H e says that 
pediatricians can  help  reverse this trend 
b y  w atch ing for  fam ily  prob lem s and 
other conditions that o ften  lead to 
v io len ce  in the young, such as psych o
m otor seizures, m others under psychi
atric care, v io len ce  betw een  parents, 
youngsters w ithout friends, and attempt
ed  suicide. T he Surgeon General also 
advises that v io len t scenes on television 
and in m ovies are a m ajor stimulant to 
v io len ce  am ong the young, and urges 
pediatricians to advise fam ilies to “ self
censor”  the v io len ce  on T V  and in the 
m ovies.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *
President Reagan signed a b ill into law  
w h ich  is designed  to help  the situation 
regarding v io len ce  on the highways. 
This law  w ill use $125 m illion  to  en
courage states to redu ce  drunken driv 
ing and stiffen penalties fo r  offenders. 
Drunken drivers are b lam ed  fo r  at
least 25 ,000 traffic deaths a year.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *
L IF E  E X P E C T A N C Y  IN  T H E  U.S.,
A C C O R D IN G  T O  the N ational Center 
on H ealth Statistics is 73 .7  years. I f



you  are in the m ale catagory, 69 .9  years. 
But som ething again is unm indfu l o f  the 
eternal urge fo r  all things to be  equal, 
so the fem ale  trium phs again. She w ill 
average it out to a hefty  77.6. O nce, 
again, things are out o f  balance. T he 
bureau also reports that w hite A m eri
cans can  expect to  live 74 .4  years, w h ile  
blacks average 68.3 years. T heir find
ings show  that the radical d ifference is 
d rop p in g ; the gender differential is 
grow ing. *  *  *  *  *  *  *
T H E  W A L L S T R E E T  JO U R N A L  
O N  S O C IA L  SE C U R IT Y . C onsider the 
average A m erican  w orker entering the 
w ork  fo rce  in 1950. B y  1980 they saw 
w ages g o  up  4 9 0 %  and Social Security 
taxes skyrocket b y  over 2 ,0 0 0 % . Y ep; 
Social Security taxes have clim bed  even  
faster than fed era l incom e taxes. A nd  
they are still zoom ing. T h ere ’ s that leg 
islated increase to 7 .6 5 %  b y  1990 and 
an estim ated rate o f  8 .6 %  b y  2010 just 
to keep the system in  p lace. But these 
average Am ericans, along w ith  all those 
over the age o f  40  are lucky. T h ey  
w ill get m ore out o f  the Social Security 
system than they w ill have put in 
through taxes. T he un lucky ones are 
the generation som ew hat under 40 years 
o f  age, w h o  w ill get less out o f  it than 
they have put in. M ichael Boskin, Stan
fo rd  econom ist, figures that the return 
fo r  their investm ent in  o ld -a g e  incom e 
security w ill b e  negative—and w ill grow  
m ore negative the younger they  are. 
O ne estim ate is that Social Security pays 
out som e $17,000 a m inute m ore than it 
takes it. *  *  *  *  *  *  *
L E T ’S H E A R  IT  F O R  M RS. P A T  
D R IS C O L L . W h y ?  She heads up  a 
group  o f  volunteers in Oakland, C alifor
nia w h o has initiated a crusade to p o p 
ularize virginity. T h ey  call them selves 
W om an ity , and are an affiliate o f the 
F am ily L ife  Center o f  the D iocese  o f  
Oakland (C atholic). “ T here are plenty 
o f  virgins am ong A m erica ’ s teenagers,"  
says Mrs. D riscoll, “ although m any hide 
the fa ct or w ind  up  go in g  to b e d  w ith  
som eone just so they w on ’t b e  teased 
b y  their peers.”  N oting that “ our sex- 
saturated society”  has discrim inated 
against “ the virginal m ale and fem ale ,”

this n ew  group  h e ld  a d ay -lon g  seminar 
for  parents ca lled  Affirm ing A doles
cent Abstinence.*  *  *  *  *  *  *
F R O M  N O V E M B E R  A M E R IC A N  
O P IN IO N : A m on g  the events w h ich  
cou ld  trigger a financial collapse are a 
panic in the m oney-m arket fu nds; a 
real-estate crash; and, a w ave o f  corp or
ate bankruptcies. This year the num ber 
o f business failures in the U.S. has 
g on e nearly beyon d  the record -leve l 
collapses that occu rred  during the Great 
D epression. So far this year through 
the second  w eek  o f  Septem ber the total 
business failures w ere 17,502, w h ich  
w as already the highest since 1933 
w hen 19,859 business collapses w ere 
recorded .

F U R T H E R  Q U O T E S  F R O M  A M E R I
C A N  O P IN IO N : T he staggering level 
o f the present Third  W orld  D ebt cou ld  
bring the international bankers to their 
knees. M exico  ow es W estern  banks 
m ore than $81 b illion ; Rom ania ow es 
over $10.2 b illion ; H ungary ow es $7.8 
billion. P oland alone cou ld  topple the 
financial system b y  forc in g  a defau lt on  
$17 b illion  ow ed  to W estern banks.*  *  *  *  *  *  *

S O D O M  A N D  G O M O R R A H  SE E M  T O  
BE A L IV E  A N D  W E L L  IN  A M E R I
C A N  P O L IT IC S . O n  Septem ber 29, 
1982 there w as a “ gay  rights”  dinner at 
the W aldorf-A storia  H otel in N ew  York 
for  the express purpose o f  raising “ a 
cam paign war chest to  keep  our enem ies 
out o f the U nited States Congress and 
to e lect our allies.”  Their goal—$150, 
000. W h o  w ere sponsors? Senators 
E dw ard  K ennedy, A lan Cranston, D an
iel M oynihan, N ew  York Lt. G overnor 
M ario C uom o, N ew  York A ttorney 
G eneral R obert Abram s, Rep. T ed  
W eiss, and the m ayors o f  W ashington, 
San F rancisco, M inneapolis, Boston, and 
Atlanta. T he keynote speaker: form er 
V ice-P resident W alter M ondale. By 
their ow n  adm ission, everyone o f  those 
sponsoring and attending that dinner
w ere supporters o f  the sins o f  Sodom .*  *  *  *  *  *  *
Christians have every  reason to  “ L ook 
up , for  our redem ption  draw eth near.”  
“ E ven  so, com e, L ord  Jesus.”
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THOUGHTS FROM ROMANS
Ernest E. Lyon

“ Amazing G race”

For token we were still without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly . . .  But God demonstrates IHs own love 
toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through Flim. For if when we 
were enemies toe were reconciled to God through the death of 
His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life. (Romans 5:6, 8-10, New King James Ver
sion).

In our last meditation on the 5th chapter of Romans I quoted at 
the beginning the above passage without verse 9 in order to show our 
terrible condition before God took a hand in the matter and sent His 
Son to save us. This time we are looking at this passage to note these 
expressions: “In due time Christ died for the ungodly;” “While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us;” “Much more then, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him;” 
“W e shall be saved by His life.” The old hymn that was revived a 
few years ago, “Amazing Grace,” certainly struck a right chord in that 
pair of words! While we deserved nothing but to be cast out of His 
sight forever, God sent His Son to die for us, He died for us, we shall 
be saved from wrath through Him and saved by His life—and all done 
when ( v. 7) we were neither righteous or good. It is no wonder that 
God knew He would have to give us His Holy Spirit for us to grasp 
and understand such wonderful, amazing truth.

Let us meditate just a short while on each of the verses quoted. 
First of all, then, it was while we were without any moral or spiritual 
strength and were lacking in reverence toward God that Christ died 
for us, died on our behalf, died instead of our having to die. If we 
had experienced physical death without His death for us, we would 
simply have entered into eternal death, eternal destruction from the 
face of God, cast out into the outer darkness into the place of eternal 
torment, the lake of fire, a place so awful it was not prepared for men 
but for the devil and his angels. Christ died for us that we would not 
have to share that fate. How grateful we should be and with what joy 
we should receive His great gift of salvation.

Verse eight then points out the remarkable way in which God set 
before the whole universe His love toward us. In verse seven
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Paul had pointed out that we might conceive of someone (on human 
terms) dying for a man who was good, benevolent, kind, generous but 
not for the one who simply was “righteous,” that is, he was, to illus
trate, the kind of man who if he owed you a half penny would cut a 
penny in half to be sure you got exactly what was owed. For such 
a one obviously no one would give up his life. But God demonstrated 
that He loved us by Christ’s dying for us when we were neither “right
eous” or “good” but were sinners instead—ones who deliberately and 
consistently sought our own wills instead of God’s will. How amazing 
that God would love us and give His Son to die for us without asking 
us first to turn from our evil ways.

At this point may I point out that you cannot excuse yourself from 
this picture by saying you weren’t even living when Christ died for us. 
You would simply be forgetting that God is eternal. One of the 
things that means is that God looks upon future events as if they had 
already happened. He saw your and my obstinate going against His 
will long before it actually took place. He even saw it before He 
formed the earth!

Verse nine then points out that once God has declared us righteous 
(justified us) by Christ’s blood, He has far more reason to save us from 
the wrath to come (His own wrath against sin, which was poured out 
on the Cross against our sin). W e should get great assurance about 
being saved from wrath as we contemplate what He did when we were 
unrighteous and evil; surely He will save us whom He has declared 
righteous now because we have been cleansed by Christ’s blood shed 
in our stead on the Cross.

Verse ten then introduces a wonderful subject, our reconciliation. 
Enemies need to be reconciled to each other. W e were enemies of 
God by nature. He could not be reconciled to us without something 
being done about our sin. Christ did that on the Cross, taking our sin 
on Himself and taking God’s wrath against sin for us. W e who are 
Christians ( and this book is written to Christians) have accepted that 
substitution for us that Christ died and the reconciliation is oomplete— 
God to us and we to God. That is why Paul says, “much more, having 
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” Christ died for us, His 
death saved us. Now He lives and His life is offered to us; and so our 

  salvation will be brought to its completion when He comes again and of 
that we can be absolutely sure because while we were enemies “we 
were reconciled to God through the death of His Son.” Praise His 
name and rejoice in that salvation. Be among those who trust Him 
to have completed your salvation and show that trust by being buried 
with Him through baptism into His death (6 :4 ) .

WHERE ARE YOU GOING?
“You are not staying here. Not long. This world is not your 

home. Some started out to make heaven their home. And of that 
number are some who have forgotten where they started, have lost 
their pilgrim character. Floating, drifting derelicts. All such, are 
soon caught up in the whirlpool of destruction. You cannot drift into 
heaven; you can drift into perdition.”—Stanford Chambers
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Edited by Dr. Horace Wood

PROPHECY

Money And The Last Days
Winston N. Allen

But know this, that in the last days grievous times shall come.
For men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, 
haughty, railers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, without self- 
control, fierce, no lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, puffed 
up, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding a 
form of godliness, but having denied the power thereof-.from 
these also turn away. —II Timothy 3:1-5 
But they that are minded to be rich fall into a temptation and 
a snare and many foolish and hurtful lusts, such as drown men 
in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evils which some reaching after have been led 
astray from the faith, and have pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows. —I Timothy 6:9, 10.

Christ and His apostles had more to say about money and things, 
including our attitudes toward them and use of them, than any other 
subject. Money talks; it tattles; it reveals our sense of values, our 
priorities. Obviously what the Bible says about money and things 
is not believed by most individuals, businesses, and governments.

Money and money systems are prominent in prophecies dealing 
with the end and the approaching end of this age. On every hand we 
see that men are “lovers of money” and “all kinds of evil” are resulting. 
Revelation 13:16-18 describes a cashless society under Antichrist when 
all buying and selling transactions will be based on a number (the 
mark of the beast) on the right hand or on the forehead. Revelation 
18 foretells a colossal commercial collapse affecting “the merchants of 
the world.”

Coming events cast their shadows before them. The July, 1982, 
issue of Time in an article entitled “What In the World Is Wrong?” 
described the precarious position of the global economy. It is said 
that the economic decline could spiral out of control leading to a com
plete breakdown in world economy, and that the world is balanced on 
a knife edge that “is moving from crisis to catastrophe.”

Dr. Harry Schultz in his International Letter of July 14, 1982 
wrote, “I fear a sudden big bank failure ( they are always kept secret 
till the situation is hopeless; then it’s suddenly announced), which
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results in a c hain-reaction bank closure around the w orld within tw o 
hours. . . The risk is greater than in the 1930’s . . . it’s global now , and 
the degree o f debt is greater . . . the evidence is overwhelm ing.”

Scores o f nations now  are in debt. Poland alone owes 29 billion 
dollars. In our country the Federal debt (Federal Government Fi
nancial L iabilities) is 7.2 trillion dollars ( 3  1/2 times the level o f  just 10 
years a g o ).

H ow ard Ruff wrote, “Eventually currency reform must com e—the 
government must shrink the currency and start over.”

A ccording to Dr. Franz Pick, 82 year old  currency specialist: “A 
new  U.S. currency was printed years ago and may now  soon go into 
circulation.” H e claims that the exchange will have to be on  a 100 to 1 
basis—one new dollar for every 100 old dollars—in order to solve our 
econom ic problem s. T he new $5.00 bills he saw w ere blue, the $10.00 
bills were brow n, and the $20.00 bills were red. H e believes the 
replacem ent currency will be  issued before the end of 1983.

Law rence Patterson, publisher of the Patterson Strategy Letter, 
envisions a repudiation of debt or declaration of bankruptcy by  the 
U.S., calling in o f the currency and issuing new currency on a ratio of 
10 or 20 to one.

E d Orr, econom ic advisor, believes the exchange w ill take place 
after the 1982 elections and before the ’84 elections, and that it will 
com e over a weekend (n o  advance announcement to the pu b lic ).

Dr. C .M . W ard asserts the Replacem ent Currency for our present 
m oney is stored in Culpepper, Virginia and is being transferred now  to 
various banks.

Dr. Mary Stewart Relfe in her July, 1982, “ Relfe’s Review ” states 
that the convertible currency will be  “supposedly” backed by  gold. 
“Either the gold  will be  there, or it will be  only partially backed.”

Dr. D ave Breese in his booklet “The W ealth by  W hich W e L ive” 
gives the follow ing reasons for the current w orld-w ide depression:

(1 )  W orldw ide oil price escalation by the O PEC nations. (2 )  The 
global arms buildup at fantastic expense (m ore than $1 million a min
ute is being spent w orldw ide on the m ilitary). (3 )  Massive social 
welfare programs (w elfare is the political base o f liberalism ). (4 )  
Irresponsible deficit spending by  government. (5 )  Inhibition o f  re
source developm ent. (6 )  The arrogant demands of irresponsible trade 
unions. (7 )  The continued econom ic retardation o f third w orld  na
tions. (8 )  W aste and corruption in governm ent and private industry. 
(9 )  National and global criminal activity. (1 0 ) The errosion of re- 
sponsiblity and dedication o f  workers.

Dr. Breese asserts that the tap root o f it all is covetousness, the 
unholy fever to acquire what w e have not earned. In other words, 
financial problem s are basically problem s o f the spirit, not being right 
with God. Jesus said in Luke 12:15, “ Take heed, and keep yourselves 
from  all covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance 
o f the things w hich he possesseth.”

There is an abundance o f evidence that a new m oney system made 
possible b y  m odern technology is on the way. It will incorporate a 
num ber for every human being ( E FT, the transfer o f funds electronical
ly ) . W illard Cantelon and Dr. D avid W ebber have written extensive-
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ly on this subject as have many others. When the system is placed 
in effect under antichrist, Christians will be gone. Meanwhile our 
responsibility and opportunity is to obey the Lord’s Great Commission 
to take the Gospel to the whole world (this is possible by modern 
means of communication). The Christian and his money can be a 
blessed partnership in helping to publish the Word, broadcast the 
Word, take the Word to every person.

W e are stewards of that whidh God has entrusted to us. Every
thing comes from the Lord and belongs to Him. Jesus made some 
tremendously important statements about money in Luke 6:38, Mat
thew 6:19-21, 33; and Luke 16:9-13 which you are urged to read. 
Irene and I have found that the more we give to -the Lord’s work in 
various parts of the world, the more we have to give. God is faith
ful; He keeps His- promises. As one Christian said, “I keep shoveling 
it out; God keeps shoveling it in, but He has a bigger shovel than 
I have.”

In keeping with Paul’s statement in Romans 13:8a, “Owe no man 
anything save to love one another,” it should be pointed out that the 
“buy now, pay later” cycle has placed many Christians in serious 
financial trouble. So often easy credit makes people uneasy later. 
Snap decisions made under pressure are often regretted.

In closing, money cannot buy the things that are most valuable 
even in this life: forgiveness, peace, faith, hope, and love. The Apostle 
Peter said in his first epistle (1 :6  & 7 ) : “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if need be, ye have been put to grief in 
manifold trials, that the proof of your faith, being more precious than 
gold that perisheth though it is proved by fire, may be found unto 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Chirst.’

If Happened In Hamburg
by Ernest Dapozzo

Ernest Dapozzo was born in Italy, married in France, and deported 
to Germany to a slave-labor camp in the vicinity of Hamburg. During 
the closing years of World War II (1944-45) -this great seaport and 
industrial city was struggling for -its very life, while Allied bombers 
were gradually reducing Hamburg to rubble. At first, the raiders 
came only at night, but as the strength of the Luftwaffe waned, the 
Allies grew more bold. Finally, they were appearing at any hour— 
and in such numbers that the defenders -could not give even the ten- 
minute warning. In -the midst of such chaos, forced laborers were 
still expected to complete their assigned -tasks.

The author lets you share the suffering and the suspense—but he 
rises above mere circumstances, as one who has become “more than 
conqueror” through Him who loved us.

o e o  a a a

It Happened In Hamburg will be -appearing in these pages in 
1983. Watch for it. Give someone a gift subscription.
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Lord of the Universe
Lord of the Universe, Hope of the world,
Lord of the limitless reaches of space,
Here on this planet you put on our flesh, 
Vastness confined in the womb of a maid,
Born in our likeness you ransomed our race.

Lord of the Universe, Hope of the world,
Lord of the infinite eons of time,
You came among us, lived our brief years, 
Tasted our griefs, our aloneness, our fears, 
Conquered our death, made eternity ours.

Lord of the Universe, Hope of the world,
Send out Your light to the ends of the earth;
May we who know You obey Your command, 
Go with the grace of Your gospel to all,
Bringing salvation and freedom and joy.

Lord of the Universe, Hope of the world,
How Your creation cries out for release!
Looks for you, longs for You, watches and waits, 
Prays for Your kingdom of justice and peace! 
Maker, Redeemer, Triumphant One, come!

Savior, we worship You, praise and adore; 
Help us to honor You more and yet more, 
Help us to honor You more and yet more!

—Margaret Clarkson

Gleanings
Larry Miles

W H A T  IS THAT TO THEE?
How often we are concerned as to whether certain people are 

saved and will enjoy eternal life. W e examine the validity of their 
baptism: whether the word uttered over them before their immersion 
are the correct scriptural formula: whether the one immersed under
stands the meaning and significance of the act; or whether the immer
sion was for the remission of sins. In how many cases does the person 
immersed understand all the meaning or appreciate the blessings at
tached to the ordinance? If God shall make our salvation dependent 
upon our knowledge, who then can be saved? Salvation is of the Lord; 
it is His gift. It is better to obey just what He commands, and not 
go beyond what is written. God is perfectly able to carry out His 
own business without our deciding matters for Him.

—Carlton Melling in The Scripture Standard 
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THE SUPREME FACT  
Speculate on it how we may, the death of the Lord Jesus Christ is 

presented to us in the New Testament as the everlasting reason of 
every happy relation between sinful man and the moral government 
of God. The conscience bows before the cross and is at peace, even 
when the intellect is baffled and defeated in the attempt to construct 
a theory of atonement. “When we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us,” is the answer to the deepest and most agonizing distress of the 
heart; and the theology which ignores or evades' this truth can claim 
neither to be in harmony with the faith of the apostles nor to inter
pret the grandest and most awful facts of the spiritual universe.

—R. W . Dale on “The Atonement.”

OUR PLEA
W e plead for the following things in these days of departure and 

dissension.
1. The new covenant scriptures as a revelation of the will of the absent 

King, and as an all sufficient rule of faith and practice.
2. A restoration of the primitive order as set forth by the apostles of 

Jesus, the Messiah, in its fullness and simplicty, as essential to the 
maintenance of a proper relationship with God the Father.

3. The one body of our Lord, composed of every immersed penitent 
believer in the world, as opposed to human religions parties which 
segregate, separate and divide the people of God.

4. The priesthood of all believers, in practice as well as theory, and 
the rights and prerogatives accruing to all from such a priesthood.

5. The mutual ministry of the community of saints, utilizing every 
talent of every member, to the glory of God and the extension of 
His kingdom.

—Carl Ketcherside in Mission Messenger

CHILDREN OF GOD  
The Bible is pre-eminently occupied in setting forth the gracious 

feelings with which God regards the children of men; it depicts them 
not in the abstract, but as manifested in action. It also teaches that 
those who have tasted of God’s grace and love and mercy are bound to 
exercise the same dispositions toward their fellowmen. They thus 
become in reality children of God, and are conformed to the nature 
of Him from Whom their new life is drawn.

—from Synonyms of the Old Testament 
Until next time, MARANATHA!

Foreign M issions in THESE Troubled Tim es?
“William Carey was pleading the cause of world missions during 

the French Revolution, which threatened to engulf the whole of Eur
ope. The first American missionaries sailed for India in 1912, the year 
that war broke out between Britain and the. United States.· Hudson 
Taylor first arrived in China in 1853 as the Taiping Rebellion was 
getting under way—a rebellion that lasted fifteen years' and took at 
least twenty million lives.”—Herbert Kane, Understanding Christian 
Missions
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Ancient Predictions 
and Current Events

Alex V. Wilson

Part 11

“Above all, avoid dogmatism. None have injured the doctrine of 
the second coming so much as its over-zealous friends.” This advice 
from J. C. Ryle is very sound, as we tried to emphasize in last month’s 
article. Rigid dogmatism and wild speculations have too often plagued 
the preaching of prophecy.

Yet predictive prophecy must be important, or the Lord would 
not have included so much of it in the Bible. As Ryle also wrote: 
“Surely there can be no greater spur to the servant’s activity than the 
expectation of his master’s speedy return.”

Last month we saw a few signs that perhaps Christ will return 
soon: weapons with terribly devastating power; a boom in occultism 
and the appearance of Satanism; Israel back in its land with its own 
government: These things have happened during our present gen
eration. Now let us look at some other events which may be signifi
cant.

O Jerusalem
In a grim unveiling of the future, Christ said, that the Jews “will 

fall by the edge of the sword, and be led captive among all nations; and 
Jerusalem will trodden down by the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled’ (Luke 2124). From the days of Jesus until 
1948, various Gentile peoples controlled Jerusalem. From 1948-1967, 
the new state of Israel ruled West Jerusalem but Jordan ruled East 
Jerusalem, the Old City part where the temple site is. But in 1967 
Israel took the entire city from the Jordanians

For the first time in almost two thousand years their beloved 
capital city was under their control! Eagerly they hoped to rebuild 
their temple, even though the Muslim Dome of the Rock presently sits 
on the only site which the temple can occupy.

Since 1967 the Arab nations and the Palestinian Liberation Organi
zation have demanded the East Jersalem be returned to the kingdom of 
Jordan. But just during 1980 a hornet’s nest was stirred up as> Israel 
steadfastly refused to consider letting the City be divided again. 
Instead Israel’s Knesset (Congress) declared that all of Jerusalem is 
the Jewish state’s eternal and indivisible capital. ,

Prime Minister Begin planned to set up Israel’s government build
ing and agencies in East Jerusalem, though he later hesitated since this
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move was strongly condemned by many nations and not recognized 
even by the U. S.

As we watch these events unfold, it seems that Jesus’ prediction has 
come to pass during the past decade and a half. If so, we seem to be 
in the time of the End.
Setting the stage of antichrist

In Daniel chapter seven, the seer was given a vision of the smash
ing climax to human history. The Son of Man will return, wipe out the 
Antichrist, and set up God’s kingdom in fullness of glory forever. The 
vision reveals the Antichrist will appear on the scene when ten king
doms or nations share the territory or the old Roman Empire. At least 
this seems to me the most likely among various interpretations. Here 
are Daniel’s words:

Out of this ( fourth) kingdom ten kings shall arise, and 
another shall arise after them; he shall he different from the 
former ones, and shall put doion three kings. He shall speak 
words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of 
the Most High . . .  (7:24, 25).
Can it be possible that the European Economic Community, or 

“Common Market,” is the beginning of the revived Roman Empire over 
which Antichrist will rule before he proceeds to dominate the whole 
world? I realize that many wrong guesses have been made about this 
prophecy. Some saw the rise of the revived Roman Empire in the 
League of Nations; others in Mussolini’s Italy; others in the United 
Nations; and others in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization! Never
theless, it is admitted by the members of the Common Market that their 
economic union is meant to lead to some kind of political merger, some 
sort of United States of Europe.

If this situation develops, it will fit Daniel’s picture more closely 
than any of the other guesses that have been made. And with the 
entrance of Greece into the Common Market it now has ten members! 
However, it may be that England will withdraw. Let’s avoid dogma
tism, but let’s also keep our eyes' open and prayers ascending.
All the world will hear!

Possible signs of Christ’s soon return: the possibility of devastating 
war; widespread occultism; Israel restored to its land; all Jerusalem 
now under its control; a ten-nation federation set up in Europe. But 
the most important indication is not yet mentioned. It is most im
portant because in it we can play a part!

Our Lord said, when speaking of the end of this age, “The gospel 
must first be preached to all nations” (Mark 13:10). Matthew elabor
ates on this statement: “This gospel of the kingdom will be preached 
throughout the whole world, as a testimong to all nations; and then the 
end will come” (24:14). Before the end of the age will come, the ends 
of the earth must hear.

Since this is so, then world evangelization is the most pressing 
matter in prophecy! Not the millennium, nor the great tribulation, but 
missions. And though you and I really can’t do anything regarding 
the other “sign’s of the times” such as war, occultism, Israel, etc.—we
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can be  active in w orld evangelism. W e can pray, give, go or send. 
Let’s do it, to bring back  the King.

H ow  near is the Church to preaching the Gospel to all people? 
There are still staggering needs. A nd yet tremendous advances are 
being m ade too.

O f the m ore than four billion people in the w orld  today, it is 
estimated by missions’ leaders' that around 2  1/2 billion have never 
clearly heard o f salvation through Jesus Christ. Over one-half o f 
the w orld ’s population live in Asia, yet p robably  few er than 5 %  of 
Asia’s people call themselves Christians o f any kind. H ow  these facts 
should grieve us.

Yet giant strides have been taken in proclaim ing the Gospel, and 
opportunities w ere never greater. “Every w eek some 1500-1600 new 
churches are being started in various towns, cities and villiages around 
the world. This is sim ply the average rate at which the L ord  is build
ing His church around the w orld,”  states W arren W ebster. H e adds, 
“T he church o f Jesus Christ is more w idely planted and more deeply 
rooted am ong more peop le  than ever before in history.”

Mass comm unications give wings to the W ord. Between 1875 and 
1900 it is said that the evangelist D .L . M oody  spoke to more people 
than any president, premier, king, actor or lecturer. A nd yet W ilbur 
Smith asserted that “ Billy Graham, in a single televised broadcast of 
one evening o f his crusades, reaches more people in North America in 
one hour than the entire num ber o f peop le  to w hom  Mr. M oody  spoke 
throughout his entire remarkable life.”

In 1979 Oswald Sanders said, “ It’s  estimated that by  the year 
2,000 there will b e  m ore Christians in the Third W orld  than in the O ld 
W o r ld .. .  . The strategy o f the H oly Spirit is seen in the rise in mission
ary recruitment in the Third W orld. There are now  very nearly 5,000 
missionaries doing cross-cultural missionary work from  those countries.
W atch  and work

Our L ord  Jesus on ce  said, “ O C C U PY  ( that is, w ork) till I C O M E ” 
(L uke 19:13). Com m enting on this com m and, Raym ond Cox made 
these observations:

The sincerest saints can becom e so captivated with the 
666 that they forget that an unsaved w orld is sick, sick, sick. 
Some are so involved in investigating the ten toes of Daniel’s 
im age that they never use their own tw o feet to ‘go and bring 
forth fruit.’ They watch, but they need to occupy.

On the other hand, some becom e so occupied  with o c 
cupying that they hardly have a thought about the ‘blessed 
hope.’ They get frustrated wondering, ‘W hat is this world 
com ing to? ’ because they forget W h o is com ing to this world! 
They want to keep their feet on  the ground, and that is all 
right, but they fail to keep their eyes on Jesus, and that is all 
wrong. They occupy all right, but they need to watch.
M ay w e during 1981 both serve  the “ living and true G od, A N D  

wait for his Son from  heaven” (1  Thes. 1 :9 -10 ).—from  E V A N G E L IC A L  
T H R U ST  (M a n ila ), Feb. 1981. Used by permission.
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Shattered Dreams Reclaimed
Grace Ferguson

Where are the dreams of youth? You had such great, such high 
and holy desires. Yet, life turned out quite differently. You wanted 
to be so pure, and holy, and consecrated to God. But, again, life 
turned out quite differently.

When and where did you permit yourself to default in conduct? 
God only knows how you did, when, and why.

To be true to ones self, and ones dreams required constant dili
gence. You cannot slack one time. If you do, your dream is marred. 
There is a constant barrage that must be dealt with in a most positive 
way. You can’t be half hearted in combating Satan’s attacks. You 
have to stand firm.

Youth has passed—it seems but yesterday, when you had such 
high and holy dreams for yourself. Now years have found you, some 
in your twenties, some in your thirties, some near forty, etc. and it 
would be most difficult to recognize you as the high and holy dreamer 
of yester-years.

You are filled with regrets, sorrow, disappointments, and in some 
cases shame. What can you do with all these jaded dreams; forlorn 
longings; broken promises; desires to erase some scenes. Wish, wish, 
wish, for another chance. If only you could go back, how different 
your life would be.

Stop! Stop!! Stop!!! Hold it. Surely you have learned much, and 
you now have the courage, and strength to do right. So you can from 
here on be what you desired, and wished to be in your youth.

Remember once sin is confessed, God’s word promises:
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(I John 1:9)

Again:
Let your manner of life be without covetousness, and be 
content with such things as ye have; for He hath said,
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. (Heb. 13:5

Praise God for His wonderful care and keeping. Praise God for 
His great cleansing power in the blood of Jesus Christ. Praise God 
for His boundless love, which includes even me!! God, the great 
Creator, The Eternal One, will cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Shout praises! Shout Hallelujahs! for God alone can do this. O! 
praise, praise, praise God for His wonderful care.

Surely with such a mighty God as ours, we can be fully assured of 
victory from here on; walking triumphantly down life’s pathway with 
the God of all mercies.
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Studies in the Book o f Acts
Larry Miles

Stephen Gives The Sanhedrin A History Lesson 
Acts 7:1-60

THE LIFE OF ABRAIIAM : ACTS 7:1-8
Stephen’s sermon or history lesson is the longest recorded mes

sage in the Boole of Acts. Verse 1 finds Stephen ueing tried by the 
Sanhedrin on the trumped up charge of blasphemy. The high priest 
wanted to know if the charges against Stephen were true. He asked 
Stephen that question in Acts 7:1. As Stephen begins his defense in 
verse 2, we see him take a fairly different approach than most. Here, 
Stephen was on trial for his life, and instead of trying to defend him
self, we see him, in a sense, putting the Sanhedrin on trial. He then 
proceeds to give them a history lesson based on their past. Starting in 
verse 2 he opens with the life of Abraham.

In the Gospels we have two genealogies given of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The one in Matthew’s account, which was written to Jews, 
goes back only as far as Abraham. The one in Luke, written to Gen
tiles goes back to Adam and then to God Himself. When the Jews 
traced their history as a people, they went back to the father of their 
nation, Abraham.

In verse 2 Stephen tells us that the glory of God appeared to 
Abraham and in verse 3 told him to leave his homeland and “come 
into a land that I will show you.” Verse 4 informs us that Abraham 
left his home in the land of the Chaldeans. Abraham did not know 
where he was going but was willing to trust God. The Hebrew writer 
in Heb. 11:8 alludes to this fact. “By faith Abraham, when he was 
called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for 
an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going.” 

In verse 5 we are told that Abraham did not receive any of the 
land of Canaan for his own ownership. The only land that he owned 
was a field with a cave he purchased for a burial place (Gen. 2 3 :Iff). 
The land was promised for his offspring. When the promise was 
made, Abraham had no children. But he believed God’s promise. In 
verse 6 God told Abraham that his offspring would be enslaved in a 
foreign land for 400 years. This is the prophecy of the bondage in 
Egypt. Verse 7 says that the nation they would be in bondage to 
would be judged by God. After the judgment of Egypt, the Children 
of Israel were to serve God in Canaan. Verse 8 tells us of the cove
nant of circumcision. It also introduces us to the patriarchs.
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This section shows us that Abraham was a man of hope. He 
was always willing to look to G od  to keep His word. H e was always 
looking forw ard to be ready to do G od ’s will. H e was not like the 
Sanhedrin, living in the past and clinging to the past. H e was 
always ready to answer G od ’s call.

TH E L IF E  O F  JOSEPH : ACTS  7:9-19
Stephen has told the Sanhedrin about the faithful life o f Abraham 

w ho was willing to live by faith. In verse 8 he introduced the patri
archs. In the verse w e are studying w e have the account o f the life o f 
Joseph. Verse 9 tells us that the patriarchs becam e jealous o f Jacob’s 
favoritism tow ard Joseph. They sold him into slavery and told Jacob 
that he had been  killed by  a w ild  beast. Stephen brings out the fact 
that what was meant for evil G od  turned to good. G od  was with 
Joseph in Egypt.

Joseph’s brothers had meant evil but G od  overruled. They knew 
that he w ould  end up in slavery in Egypt. They thought he w ould  
be mistreated. But Jehovah G od was with Joseph, even in the land 
o f Egypt. Verse 10 tells us that G od  granted that Joseph be favored 
by Pharaoh. Joseph becam e the second-in-com m and in the land of 
Egypt.

In verse 11 w e have the fam ine Joseph said w ould  take place 
happening. Verse 12 informs us that Jacob, upon hearing that there 
was grain in Egypt, sent 10 o f his sons there to  buy grain. Joseph 
made himself known to them on their second journey to the land o f 
Egypt. Verse 14 reveals to us that Joseph, acting on authority from  
Pharaoh, invited the patriarchs to settle in Egypt. Verse 15 tells us 
that Jacob and his fam ily came to live in the land o f Egypt. Jacob 
lived out his years and died in Egypt. In time all o f  the patriarchs 
died. In verse 16 they were buried in the land o f their fathers.

This section shows that G od was not bound to a certain area. 
H e was with Joseph even in the land o f Egypt. W illiam  Barclay, in 
The Daily Study Bible Series: A cts of the A postles, had this to say, 

T he picture o f Abraham  is su cceeded  b y  the p icture o f  Joseph. T h e  key to 
Joseph’s life  is sum m ed up  in his ow n  saying in Genesis 50 :20. A t that time his 
brothers w ere  afraid that, after the death o f  Jacob , Joseph w ou ld  take vengeance 
on  them  fo r  w hat they had d one to him. Joseph ’s answer w as ‘As fo r  you, you  
m eant evil against m e; but G od  m eant it fo r  g o o d .’ Joseph was the m an fo r  w hom  
seem ing disaster turned to triumph. Sold into E gypt as a slave, w ron g fu lly  im 
prisoned, forgotten  b y  the m en he had h e lped , the d ay  yet cam e w h en  he becam e 
prim e m inister o f E gypt. Stephen sums up  the characteristics o f Joseph in two 
w ords—grace and w isdom . . . . O n ce again the contrast is there. T h e  Jews were 
lost in the contem plation o f their ow n  past and im prisoned in the m azes o f  their 
ow n  law. But Joseph w e lcom ed  each n ew  task, even  if it was a rebuff, and 
adopted  G od ’s v iew  o f  life.

In verse 17 w e ’re rem inded o f 'the prom ise to Abraham that his 
offspring w ould  be in bondage. All through the life o f Joseph they 
enjoyed great favor with the rulers of Egypt. The children o f Israel 
multiplied and increased in population. In verse 18 w e’re told that 
there arose a new king that cared nothing about Joseph. W h o was this 
new king? J. W . M cGarvey had this to say,

T h e Shepherd kings w ere asiatic Semites w h o  had  invaded  E gypt m any
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years b e fore  and naturally fa vored  the fam ily  o f  Joseph. T he other king that arose 
was m ost likely on e  o f  pure E gyptian b lood , w h o d isplaced  the sovereignty o f  
the Hyksos rulers and reestablished the T hebian  kings.”

Gareth L. Reese, in his book, New Testament History: Acts, had 
this to say,

T he H ebrew  idiom  m eans ‘not caring fo r .’ It can hardly b e  supposed that 
the verb  is to b e  taken literally, i.e ., that Pharaoh literally knew  nothing o f  the 
nam e and deeds o f Joseph. This expression therefore m ust be understood  as m ean
ing he d id  not show  specia l favor to the p eop le  o f Joseph. Because o f the change 
o f  dynasties, the prom ises o f  the Shepherd kings o f  another generation w ere 
ignored  and the contracts m ade w ere  diliberately  broken  b y  the n ew  Pharaoh. 
W henever there is a revolu tion , gratitude fo r  great deeds d on e b y  the leaders 
w h o are throw n ou t o f  pow er is forgotten . T h e  old  class o f fa vored  p eop le  is often 
oppressed by  the n ew  governm ent.

MOSES
Stephen now tells the Sanhedrin something about the character 

of this new Pharaoh. He tells them how this Pharaoh mistreated the 
people. He tells of Pharaoh’s cruelty against the people. It was in 
this dreadful time that Moses was born. Verse 20 says that he was 
lovely in the sight of God. Moses was hidden and kept in his mother’s 
home for three month’s. This was in direct disobedience to the com
mands of Pharaoh. Pharaoh had decried that all male children be 
put to death. Verse 21 tells us how Pharaoh’s daughter came to find 
Moses. It tells us how she brought him up as her own son. Verse 
22 informs us that he was brought up learning the knowledge of the 
Egyptians. Before Moses fled Egypt, he was a man of power in words 
and deeds.

In verse 23, Moses is nearing forty years of age. This verse 
tells us that Moses thought it best to go and visit with his brethren. 
In verse 24 he saw one of them being mistreated by an Egyptian. 
Moses then killed the Egyptian thinking his people would see that he 
was trying to help them. Verse 25 tells us this. He thought that they 
would realize that he had come to deliver them from Egyptian bond
age. Verse 26 tells us that the very next day Moses saw two of the 
children of Israel fighting and tried to intercede. He asked them why 
they were fighting. They told him it was none of his business. Verse 
27 tells of their rebuke. Verse 28 shows that they saw him when he 
killed the Egyptian the day before. Moses must have thought that 
no one saw him do that evil deed. Verse 29 says that Moses fled the 
land of Egypt. Verse 29 further states that Moses sojourned in the 
land of Midian where he married and fathered two sons. This sec
tion ends with Moses trying to aid his people and them rejecting him. 
God’s people bad rejected the messengers of God all through -the Old 
Covenant times. It was just as -the Sanhedrin was doing at the present 
time during the life of Stephen.

MOSES RETURNS TO EGYPT TO LEAD THE EXODUS: ACTS 
7:30-41
The Record here in Acts simply says that 40 years had taken place. 

By reading the Book of Exodus, we are told of the events -that took 
place in the life of Moses. Plistory tells us that the Pharaoh whom 
Moses fled had died. Moses is now 80 years of age. The time had
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come for God to bring about the plans to free His people from Egyp
tian bondage. Verse 30 gives us the account of the burning bush. 
Just like you and I would do Moses marvelled at the sight. It is not 
natural for a bush to be on fire and not be consumed. But it happened 
then. The God we serve is all powerful and can control the elements 
of nature. In verse 31 Moses went a little closer to see what was hap
pening. It was at this time that the voice of Jehovah God began 
speaking to him. Verse 32, proves, without a shadow of a doubt, that 
Jehovah God is eternal. He was not only the God of the living, here 
He says He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The Record then 
informs us that Moses shook with fear. I’m sure that you and I would 
do the same. In verse 33 God tells Moses that he is standing on holy 
ground and to remove his shoes.

In verse 34, the Father reassures Moses that He has been aware of 
the oppression of the Children of Israel in Egypt. He says that He 
has heard their groans. He informs Moses that the time has come for 
deliverance. God says that He is going to send Moses. Stephen is 
referring to Exodus 3:7-10.

Forty years earlier the people had rejected and disowned Moses, 
saying, “Who made you a ruler and a judge.” God now is sending 
Moses to be both a ruler and a deliverer.

In verse 36, Stephen refers to the deliverance of the Children of 
Israel from Egyptian bondage. He also refers to the Exodus. He 
refers to the Red Sea and also to the forty years of wanderings in 
the wilderness. In the 37th verse Stephen is referring to a speech 
made by Moses to the sons of Israel which is recorded in Deuteronomy 
18:15-18. It was in this passage that Moses looked forward to and 
gave the prophecy that God would raise up the Messiah. One of the 
charges against Stephen was that he was blaspheming Moses. Here 
we see that he holds Moses in high esteem and it was the Sanhedrin, 
in their rejection of Jesus, were the ones Who were opposing Moses.

Verse 38 refers to the “ekklesia” in the wilderness. It is a Greek 
word that we thave translated church. But this is referring to an 
event in the Old Testament. There was no church before the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The New American Standard gives 
the proper translation of ekklesia. It is translated as congregation. 
Perhaps the term church, even today is a misnomer. A better render
ing might be community.

Here in verse 38, the fact is brought forth that God was with 
His people wherever they were. He was not confined to a certain 
locale. In verse 39 we find that the people were disobedient to God 
and wanted to go back to Egypt. In verse 40 they even stooped to 
idolatry. This is the account of the golden calf. (Exodus 32)

THE CONTINUING DISOBEDIENCE OF THE PEOPLE OF
ISRAEL: ACTS 7:42-50
In verse 42, Stephen refers back to the prophet Amos. He says 

that God gave them up to the hosts of heaven. Concerning this verse, 
William Neil had this to say about verse 42-43,

T he host o f  heaven: the narrative o f  the E xodus in the Ο. T . makes no 
reference to the Israelites having w orsh ipped  sun, m oon  and stars during their
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w anderings, but Jerem iah (19:13) accuses the p eop le  o f  his day o f  having been  
guilty o f  this type o f  idolatry. Paul also echos this Jewish idea, that the pun
ishment fo r  sin is that the sinner is a llow ed to  sink into even deeper sinfulness 
(Rom . 1:24, 26, 28).

T h e  book  o f  the prophets: is the collection  o f  the oracles o f  the tw elve m inor 
prophets. T he quotation  is from  A m os 5 :25 -27 , w here the prophet, denoun cing  
the traffic in religion  in his day, points to the contrast betw een  the austere, sim ple 
faith and practice o f  the E xodus w anderings and the elaborate sacrificial rites 
that becam e the essence o f  Israel’ s worship. T h e  second  half o f  the quotation in 
A m os is a p rop h ecy  that the Israelites w ill be  banished beyon d  D am ascus, carrying 
their Assyrian idols w ith  them . Stephen, h ow ever, takes the A m os passage to 
m ean a condem nation  o f  Israel for  not w orshipp ing the true G od  in the w ilderness 
as M oses had en joined  them , but for  practicing idolatry instead.

Concerning the two gods mentioned, James Burton Coffman, in 
his commentary on Acts, published by Firm Foundation, has this to say, 

‘M o lo ch ’—This o ld  g od  o f  the am m onites was w orsh ipped  at M ari alrout 
1800 B.C. and was associated w ith  the sacrifice o f  ch ildren  in the fire. Solom on 
built a h igh  p lace  fo r  this g od  on  a hill east o f  Jerusalem  (1 Kings 11 :7); Ahafi 
burned his ch ildren  (2 C hron. 28 :3), and M annasseh d id  the same (2 Kings 21 :6 ); 
and Samaria was ju d ged  fo r  this sin (2 Kings 17:17).

Concerning verse 44, Charles Caldwell Ryrie, in the Ryrie Study 
Bible, has this to say, “Tabernacle of testimony, i. e. the tabernacle was 
a testimony to the presence of God in their midst.”
Verse 45 continues the rebellion of the Children of Israel from the time 
of Joshua, who led the people into the land, to the time of King David.

Verse 46 informs us that King David found favor in God’s sight 
and desired to build a permanent dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 
W e know that according to verse 47, that it was Soloman who built 
the temple. Verse 48 brings out the fact that God is not bound by 
time and space. He is not confined to a certain locale. He does not 
dwell in houses made by human hands. Stephen, in verse 49, quotes 
from Is. 66:1. In verse 50 God says “Was it not My Hand which 
made all these things.” This is from Isa. 66:2. Stephen has completed 
most of the lesson. He has brought the Sanhedrin through the history 
of the Jewish people. He has shown, in this last section, that -they 
were continually being rebellious.

STEPHEN INDICTS THE SANHEDRIN FOR THE DEATH OF  
JESUS: ACTS 7:51-53
Now we have come to the conclusion of the history lesson -that 

Stephen has been presenting. He has presented his oase or defense, 
now comes the time to strike the telling blow. He has been talking 
about the past, but now he gets down to addressing the present. In 
verse 51 he tells the Sanhedrin that they, like their predecessors -have 
been guilty of resisting the Holy Spirit. Then, in verse 52, he asks, 
which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? Stephen 
then accuses them of killing those who announced the coming of the 
Righteous One. He then gets to the crux of -the matter. He accuses 
them of murdering the Ghrist. According to verse 53, they received 
the law but did not keep it. What would the Sanhedrin do? How 
would -they react to this?

THE STONING OF STEPHEN■. ACTS 7:54-60
Tire Sanhedrin did not want to hear these words. In verses 55-56,
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Stephen is given a glimpse of glory. In verse 56, “Son of Man,” this 
is the only place in the Bible where this term is used except by Jesus 
Christ Himself. The Sanhedrin had heard enough. They stopped 
up their ears. Verse 57 tells us that they rushed upon him. In verse 
58-60 we have the stoning of Stephen. The Sanhedrin, at this time, 
did not have the authority to sentence someone to death. That author
ity remained in the hands of the Romans. Although the Sanhedrin 
did not get the authority to execute Stephen they nonetheless com
mitted this evil deed. They went through the formalities as if it was a 
legal execution, but in reality, it was a lynch mob murdering another 
servant of the Most High God. In verse 58, we have the first mention 
of Saul, who later became Paul the Apostle.

In verse 59, we have the actual stoning of Stephen. Stephen said, 
“Lord Jesus receive my spirit.” They continued to hurl the stones. 
Stephen prayed “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” This 
reminds us of the death of Jesus Christ. Pie then fell asleep.

James Burton Coffman had this to say in concluding the 7th 
Chapter of Acts.

‘H e fe ll a s le e p . . Taking their cu e from  w hat fesus had  said regarding the 
sleep o f Lazarus and that o f  the daughter o f Jairus, the Christians qu ick ly  adopted  
this euphem ism  for death. It is not so m uoh the superficial resem blances betw een  
ordinary sleep and the sleep o f  death, but the p led g e  o f  the resurrection w h ich  
illum inates this b e lov ed  m etaphor. U pon  the gravestones o f  tw o m illennia, the 
believ in g  com m unity  o f  the saints in Christ have engraved u p on  the tom bs o f 
their b e lov ed  d ead  the sacred w ords, ‘A sleep  in Jesus!’

Please read the 8th chapter of Acts in preparation for the next 
lesson. It will be called “The Spread of the Gospel in Judea and in 
Samaria.”

Until next time, MARANATHA!

Edited by Dr. Horace E. Wood

The Gospel o f John
"Rivers o f Living W ater"

S. Lewis Johnson, Jr.

John 7:32-52

There is high drama in one of the central statements of this section 
of Scripture. In the last day, the great day of the Feast of Tabernacles, 
Jesus stood amidst the mutitudes present at the festival, at which was 
celebrated, among other things, the occasion upon which Moses by 
divine enablement struck the rock and gave Israel water for their 
thirst, and cried, saying, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7:37-38).

John followed with a word of interpretation, “But this spake he of 
the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy
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Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified” (v. 
39 ).

The high drama o f the occasion consisted largely in the fact that 
Jesus in effect was making the majestic claim to be the antitype o f  the 
rock that supernaturally was- the source o f Israel’s deliverance from  
thirst (and  m urm uring). In other words, H e was the rock (c f . 1 Cor. 
10 :4).

There is no certainty about this, but it is likely that Jesus’ invita
tion was connected with the drawing o f water from  the Pool o f Siloam. 
On each o f the days o f the Feast o f Tabernacles a priest w ould fill 
a golden pitcher w ith water from  the pool. A ccom panied by a solemn 
procession, he w ould  return to the tem ple area and amid the sounding 
o f  trumpets and the shouting o f the rejoicing peop le  the water w ould 
be poured  through a funnel, w hich led to the base o f the altar o f burnt 
offering. G odet has pointed out that the peop le  w ere in a jubilant 
m ood, and that the rejoicing was so great that the rabbis used to say 
that he w ho had never been present at this cerem ony, and at the other 
similar ceremonies by  w hich this feast was distinguished, did not know 
what real rejoicing meant. The cerem ony not only rem inded the 
nation o f the water from  the rock in M oses’ day; it also pointed for
w ard to the spiritual blessings o f the Messianic A ge (c f . Zech. 14:16- 
21).

T he minds and hearts o f the people present in the city were o c 
cupied  with such texts as, “ Therefore with joy shall you  draw water 
from  the wells o f  salvation” (c f . Isa. 12 :3 ), a passage in the context o f 
the blessings o f the age. They had in their right hands a branch of 
myrtle, a w illow  twig, and a bough o f the palm, and in their left hands 
a citron or similar fruit, in their procession. The desert-life of the 
nation was passing in review, so that the festival resem bled a historical 
pageant.

And just when their minds were filled with such things, the water 
from  the rock loom ing large in their hearts, Jesus stood and claimed 
to be  the One o f w hom  the ancient facts spoke. It was high drama, 
and a majestic claim on  His part.

There is another thing about the occasion that stands out beside 
the drama of it. It is the depth o f the spiritual truth represented by 
the claim o f our Lord. In effect, H e was claim ing to be the One who 
can meet all the dominant desires that surge up in men’s souls,—the 
heart calling out for love, the w hole nature feeling somewhat blindly 
and often desperately after something external to itself, w hich it can 
grasp, and in w hich it can feci satisfied. Like a plant grow ing in a 
cellar, w ith feeble and whitened limbs seeking the light it needs, so 
every man carries about within himself a whole host o f longing desires, 
w hich ought to find som e support around w hich they m ay entwine 
themselves, and on w hich they can rest.

The Scriptures make it plain that these feelings after G od  are 
inevitably resisted and suppressed until deliverance comes b y  the 
efficacious grace o f  the H oly Spirit. That is the curse of human 
bondage to sin. H e stifles his longings, misreading many o f them 
and ignoring others o f  nobler kind. H ow  tragic and pathetic! W e
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do not know  what w e want outside o f  Christ, and there is something 
touching and m oving, almost heartrending, about the endless effort 
to fill up the heart by a multitude o f diverse and small things, w hen all 
the time w e suppress the aspirations, the deep yearnings, longings, un
rest, that should lead to the cry, “ M y soul thirsteth for G od, for the 
living G od” (c f . Psa. 42 :1 -2 ). All o f these things can be so fully 
satisfied in the Savior G od  has provided.

In the central words o f the passage w e have Christ’s v iew  o f 
humanity. It “ thirsts,”  when m oved by  the Spirit o f  G od , for som e
thing that it does not have o f itself. And, then, secondly, w e have 
Christ’s view  o f  Himself. M en are to com e to Him  for satisfaction. 
And, finally, w e have Christ’s invitation to humanity in His words, 
“let him com e unto m e” (c f . 37-38). It is to these things that we 
now  turn in our studies in John, chapter seven.

THE R E V E L A T IO N  O F HIS D E PAR TU R E
The Pharisees were hearing o f the discussions that were taking 

place am ong the people concerning this man Jesus, w ho was from 
Galilee o f the Gentiles. There were many believing in Him, and 
many were convinced that H e was doing the works that w ou ld  be done 
by  the Messiah, when H e came. John writes, “A nd many o f the 
people believed on him ,and said, W hen Christ cometh, will he do more 
miracles than these w hich this man hath done?”  (c f . v. 31 ).

Tire response o f the Pharisees was ito send officers to arrest Him. 
O ff the men went to seize Him. Jesus was engaging in discourses with 
the people at the time, and am ong the things that H e was saying were 
these words, “Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him 
that sent me. Ye shall seek me, and shall not find m e: and where I am, 
thither ye cannot com e”  (c f . vv. 33-34).

Tire response o f the Lord is a reference to His ascension and then 
to the frustration o f  the nation over that. The reference to His ascen
sion is found in the words, “Yet a little while am I with you, and then 
I go unto him that sent m e”  (v .3 3 ). O f course, included in His words 
as necessary preludes to His ascension is His com ing death and resur
rection.

The reference to the frustration o f  the nation is found in the words 
o f verse thirty-four, “ Ye shall seek me, and shall not find m e: and 
where I am, thither ye cannot com e.”

The despair o f these last words is reminiscent o f the despair of 
Esau and the stolen blessing. It is the despair that com es over lost 
privileges and opportunities. One thinks o f  Isaac’s refusal to change 
the blessing o f  Jacob, because he saw that represented the providential 
will o f God, and o f Esau’s response, “And when Esau heard the words 
o f his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said 
unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O  m y father” (G en. 27:34). 
A nd the words o f verse thirty-eight also com e to mind, “And Esau said 
unto his father, Hast thou but one blessing, m y father? bless me, even 
m e also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept.”

The writer o f  the Epistle to the Hebrew s, com m enting on the 
matter, has written, “Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as
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Esau, w h o for one morsel o f meat sold his birthright. For ye know  
how  that afterward, when he w ou ld  have inherited the blessing, he was 
rejected: for he fou n d  no p lace o f repentance (that is, in J acob ), 
though he sought it carefully with tears”  (H eb . 12:16-17).

Such has been the pathetic history o f Israel since the time o f the 
cross-, a seeking and a seeking, and a not finding. H e came and they, 
not recognizing Him, rejected Him. “A nd the door was shut” (c f . 
Matt. 25 :10 ), Jesus said in one o f His parables, a saying that echoes 
eerily dow n through the centuries. “Each, time that Christ makes 
appeal to us, and especially each time w e are m oved, and convinced, 
and drawn to him, and nothing positive happens, but it all ends in 
stubborn refusal or evaporates in em pty feeling and emotion,”  a m od
ern com m entator contends, “each time that w e  leap to our feet, mean
ing to  clinch things here and now, and then sit dow n again—each time 
it grows less and less likely that anything will ever com e of it in us. 
Theseus and Pirithous went boldly  into the underw orld on a gallant 
adventure; but sitting dow n to rest, they dallied, to discover to their 
horror that they could  not rise, for they had grown fast to the rocks. 
It was a real saint o f C od  w ho cried to him in agony that he could  not 
repent, could  not make progress in the spiritual life: ‘N ow  I can not, 
because on ce  I w ould not.’ ”  W ithout agreeing with every sentiment 
here, it can be  rightly said that the Bible does proclaim  the solemn 
doctrine of retributive judgment.

The w ords o f our L ord  only puzzle the Jews (c f . vv. 35-36).

TH E R E V E L A T IO N  R E G A R D IN G  TH E  SPIRIT
The invitation o f the Lord  (John 7 :3 7 ). Here begins the final 

section of John’s account of the things that transpire on the Feast of 
Tabernacles (c f . 7 :1 -8 :5 9 ) .  The temporal expression, “ in the last 
day,”  indicates that.

In the follow ing paragraphs John will present Jesus as the true 
fountain (vv . 37-52), as the true light (8 :1 2 -2 0 ), and as the true M es
siah (vv. 21-29), concluding with emphasis on the terrible charater o f 
Jewish unbelief (vv . 30-59).

W e turn now  to the dramatic statement o f the L ord  to the multi
tudes celebrating the feast. First com es the invitation, “ If any man 
thirst, let him com e unto me, and drink”  ( v. 37 ).

In the word, “ thirst,” aspiration is stressed (c f . Matt. 5 :6 ) . It 
is said that Sir James Stephen, in an address to young men, remarked, 
“ I can put all my suggestions in the one w ord, ‘aspire.’ ”  That is a 
great word, and it is nowhere greater than in the context o f  aspiration 
for eternal life.

T he conditional clause puts the statement in the form  of a general 
truth.

The verb, “com e,” emphasizes the idea of approach, for it is not 
enough to aspire. That is to be fo llow ed  by a drawing nigh to  Christ.

A nd the clim actic w ord  is “ drink,”  a w ord  o f appropriation. It is 
one o f the illustrations o f  the matchless grace o f Christ that H e gives 
this invitation, when H e knows full w ell how  the nation has rejected
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Him. The invitation, nevertheless, goes out, and it still is proclaim ed 
by the w ord  o f G od (c f . Isa. 55 :1 ).

The explanation o f the Lord  (John 7 :3 8 ). In the follow ing verse 
there is a w ord  of explanation, “H e that believeth on me, as the scrip
ture hath said, out o f his belly shall flow  rivers of living water.” The 
w ord “believeth” is clearly to be equated with com ing and drinking 
(c f . 6:35, 47, 54).

There are different ways o f  punctuating verse thirty-eight, and for 
these possibilities I w ould  refer the reader to the commentaries. In a 
study o f this length it is im possible to give the details. Another p rob 
lem, but related to the punctuation, is the reference o f the w ord  “his” 
in this verse. Does it refer to Christ or to the believer? Some urge a 
reference to Christ, since H e is the source o f the living water, and it is 
difficult to find another passage that speaks of the believer as the 
source. W e w ould  normally take the ‘his” to refer to the nearest pos
sible antecedent, and that seems to b e  “he that believeth on  m e.” 
Further, there is nothing w rong with seeing the believer as the mediate 
source of divine blessing, while recognizing that Christ is the ultimate 
source. One thinks of John 8:12, where Christ is said to be the light 
of the world, and of Ephesians 5 :8, where believers are said to be “light 
in the Lord,” or especially of M atthew 5:14, where Jesus says believers 
are also “ the light of the w orld.” H e is the ultimate source o f light; 
w e are a mediate source through Him.

The expression, “rivers o f living waters” is a reference to the 
incident in Exodus 17, where Moses smote the rock and water cam e out 
for the com plaining Israelites, and in Numbers twenty, where Moses 
smote the roclc, instead of speaking to the rock, and yet water still was 
supplied for the thirsty. In other words, H e is the true rock, and H e is 
the supplier o f His peop le ’s every need.

The words, “as the scripture hath said,” have been discussed at 
length by the commentators. There is no precise statement to the 
effect in the O ld Testament, but there are many places where the 
scriptural idea is found (c f . Exod. 17:1-7; Num. 20:11; Isa. 12:3; Zecli. 
14:8; Isa. 55:1; 58:11, e tc .). In other words, the reference is the 
broad and general teaching o f  the O ld  Testament.

Our L ord ’s words might be paraphrased in this way, “You are hav
ing great joy celebrating the provision of water from  the rock in H oreb 
and anticipating the Messianic waters o f the provision o f the H oly 
Spirit. But I say to you  that if you  really are thirsting for such blessing, 
com e to Me. I am the spiritual rock that fo llow ed  Israel. From M e 
the waters came. From M e the waters icill com e. A nd I shall not 
only quench your thirst, but in consequence of your union with M e by 
faith rivers o f living water from  the Spirit shall flow through you  to 
others! All o f  this is according to Scripture.”  Tire man, then, w ho 
trusts Christ becom es like the Christ w hom  he trusts (c f . 1 Pet. 2:4-5, 
“ also” ). The divine gift is' channeled through believers.

The interpretation o f John (John 7 :3 9 ). John now  interprets the 
significance o f the L ord ’s words, pointing out that H e was speaking o f 
the H oly Spirit, which believers w ou ld  receive follow ing the glorifica
tion o f  Christ. There are tw o important things to note.
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Firsit, the statement of John effectively refutes all second works of 
grace, or views that the Holy Spirit in the present age does not indwell 
permanently every believer in Christ. It is clearly John’s intention to 
make plain that all believers receive the Holy Spirit, and there is no 
additional requirement to surrender after salvation for the presence of 
the Spirit in the believers life (cf. Acts 10:44-48; Eph. 1:13-14).

Second, John also makes the point that the Spirit “was not yet 
given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.” Literally he says 
the Spirit was not yet, the word “given” being added by the translators, 
but me idea is surely in John’s mind. The Spirit was active in Old 
Testament times, and in that sense He was. In the sense of the third 
person of the Triune God He always was. Thus, John is referring to the 
sense in which He is in the present age. Acts1 one and two make it 
plain that He came on the Day of Pentecost in a new way into the 
affairs. He was the gift of the Father and the Son for work in the 
application of the redemption of the Son during the age in which we 
live. The glorification of Christ was necessary, for His glorification 
was the necessary preclude, or condition, for the gift of the Spirit. 
His coming was the climax of the redemptive program of the Father 
and the Son. It was an event to which the Old Testament looked for
ward. Put simply, Calvary is the necessary prelude to Pentecost (cf. 
Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5, 8; 2:1-4, 38-39, etc.)

The sentence raises the question, “Did not the Spirit indwell 
believers in the Old Testament times?” W e certainly can agree that 
believers were regenerated then. Does it necessarily follow, as some 
contend, that they were indwelt by the Spirit then? It must also be 
admitted that the Old Testament does speak of the Spirit being “in” 
some of the Old Testament saints. Without a lengthy explanation, I 
believe it can be shown that in the Old Testament such expressions 
were related to the Spirit’s enduement with power for official and 
special functions (cf. the construction of the Tabernacle and Bezaleel, 
Exod. 31:1-6, etc.)

The thing that distinguishes the Spirit’s work today is His per
manent indwelling of every believer and, thus, His permanent individ
ual presence. The New Testament makes that plain in such passages 
as John 7:38, the one we are looking at, when compared with 14:16-17 
(cf. Acts 19:1-7). Further, why would our Lord say that it was exped
ient that He go away, in order that the Spirit might come to the apostles 
and disciples, if He were already present in the same permanent way 
with believers (cf. John 16:7)? In addition, Paul makes it very plain 
in Galatians 3 :2 3 -4 :7  that the sending of the Holy Spirit into the 
hearts of believers is based upon and grounded in the adult status of 
believers, and in that section he points out that that status was not 
attained until the Son had come and completed His atoning work. 
Therefore, the Old Testament saint could not have been indwelt per
manently by the Spirit, nor could he have entered into his destined 
inheritance (cf. Gal. 4 :4 -7). Calvary is the necessary prelude to 
Pentecost and its blessings, including the permanent indwelling of 
believers in this age.

To sum up this section, our Lord makes it plain that He is to the
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people o f G od  what the invisible and spiritual R ock that accom panied 
the Israelites in the wilderness desert had been to them (c f . 1 Cor. 
10 :4 ). H e then said, “ I w ill stand upon the r o c k . . . and the waters 
shall flow” (c f . Exod. 17:6; John 7:37, “ stood” ). H e does even more 
now, for H e not only quenches the thirst o f believers, H e makes rivers 
of living water flow  from  them, satisfying their thirst and that of 
others, too.

Thus, in chapter two He is seen as the True Tem ple, in chapter 
three as the True Brazen Serpent, in chapter six as the True Manna, in 
chapter seven as the True Rock, in chapter eight as the True Light- 
Giving Cloud, and in chapter nineteen as the True Passover Lam b.

TH E R E A C T IO N  UPON TH E M U L T IT U D E
The reactions o f our L ord ’s words were mixed. M any o f the mul

titude said, “O f a truth this is the Prophet,” that is, the one that Moses 
had prom ised (c f . Deut. 18:15-18). Others said, “This is the Christ.” 
Some had doubts, however, and replied, “ Shall Christ com e out o f 
Galilee?”

The last group attempted to support their doubts from  Scripture, 
affirming, “Hath, not the scripture said, That Christ corneth o f the seed 
o f David, and out o f the tow n o f Bethlehem, where D avid  was?” ( c f  
v. 42 ).

“ So,” John declares, “ there was a division am ong the peop le  b e 
cause of him ” (v . 4 3 ).

Some wished to seize Him  but, John adds, “no man laid hands on 
him,” no doubt because, as he said above, “his hour was not yet com e” 
(of. vv. 44, 30 ).

TH E RETU R N  O F TH E  MISSION
The request of the ch ief priests and Pharisees (John 7 :4 5 ). Tire 

officers sent out to arrest the L ord  returned to the leaders' w ho asked, 
“W hy have ye not brought him?”

The reply o f the officers (John 7 :4 6 ). The simple rejoinder 
came, “Never man spake like this man.”  One remembers the descrip
tion o f those w ho heard him in the synagogue at Nazareth, “A nd all 
bare him witness, and w ondered at the gracious words w hich proceed 
ed out o f his mouth. A nd they said, Is not this Joseph’s son?” (L uke 
4 :2 2 ). The psalmist in the great Messianic forty-fifth psalm also spoke 
o f  H im  in this way, “ Thou art fairer than the 'Children o f men: grace 
is poured into thy lips: therefore G od  hath blessed thee forever” (c f. 
Psa. 4 5 :2 ). Or, as we often sing in our meetings,

“ Majestic sweetness sits enthroned 
U pon the Saviour’s brow ;

His head with radiant glories crowned,
His lips with grace o ’erflow.”

The retort o f the priests and Pharisees (John 7 :47-49). The 
leaders’ retort in many respects is a com ical one, for they say, “Are ye 
also deceived? H ave any o f the rulers or o f the Pharisees believed on 
him? But this people w ho knoweth not the law  are cursed?” (c f . vv. 
47-49). In the first place, their reply is a very confident one, the words
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in the original expecting a negative reply being probably better ren
dered as in the NASB, “N o one o f  the rulers or Pharisees has believed 
in Him, has he?” O f course, N icodem us is on the w av to faith, if he 
has not yet arrived, and Joseph o f  Arimathaea is also a believer (c f. 
19:38-39). In chapter twelve, verse forty-tw o, it is specifically said, 
“ Nevertheless am ong the ch ief rulers also many believed on him; but 
because o f the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be 
put out of the synagogue.” They did not even know  what was happen
ing under their very noses?

Further, they accuse the people o f  ignorance o f  the Law  o f Moses, 
T he Law, they thought was against Him, but in reality the L aw  and 
the Prophets supported Him, setting out in m any provable details im 
portant landmarks in His life and ministry (c f . M ic. 5 :2 ; Dan. 9:24-27, 
e tc .).

Their thought seems to be  this: Questions about the Messiah are 
for “the experts,” and not for the com m on people, a mistake that many 
scholars often make. Som eone has said, “An expert is any little old 
spurt away from  hom e!” Others have a different definition, “To define 
an expert one must rem em ber that Y  is· nothing, and that a ‘spurt’ is a 
drip under pressure.”  Nicholas Murray Butler said, “An expert is one 
w ho knows m ore and more about less and less.”  That m ay have been 
the status o f the leaders, and the “ less and less”  did not include the 
Messianic passages o f  the O ld  Testament.

The response o f N icodem us (John 7 :50-51). Nicodem us, uninten
tionally perhaps, exposed their ignorance o f the L aw  by  reminding 
them, “ D oth our law judge any man, before  it hear him, and know  what 
he doeth?” O f course, it did not and, thus, the Law, w hich they 
thought was for them, was really against them. Confucius say, “ Man 
w ho small potatoe get in stew,”  and that ancient maxim finds another 
fulfillment here.

The reply o f the priests and Pharisees (7 :5 2 .) T hey can only say, 
“You are not also from Galilee, are you?”  ( the Greek negative particle 
expects the negative answ er). They add, “ Search, and look: for out 
o f Galilee ariseth no prophet.” They were seriously wrong, and their 
reply illustrates h ow  passion often judges attempts at impartiality. 
They w ere w rong on tw o accounts here. In the first place, Jonah was 
a prophet from  Galilee. A nd second, the L ord  was from  Judaea, so 
far as his birth was concerned, but they w ere so sure o f themselves and 
hostile to Him  that they never bothered to find out the facts. In one 
sense, o f  course, it m ight also be said that He, the Messiah, was from 
Galilee, for H e grew up there, and the prophecy o f Isaiah 9:1-2 referred 
to H im  and located the light-giving pow er o f  His ministry in Galilee.

I shall conclude with just a few  comments. And, first, one notices 
that in the central statement o f verses thirty-seven and thirty-eight 
the invitation to receive the Spirit’s ministry and be a channel o f  it to 
others is universal. It is, “ If any man thirst.”

The invitations o f the Bible are generally universal. Some be 
lievers find it difficult to square this with the eternal election o f some to 
salvation, thinking that, if  som e are elect, then w hy preach? They 
little realize that G od  has elected His people to salvation through the
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preaching of the Word, through the witnessing of the saints, and 
through prayer.

Mr. Spurgeon has replied to the objection in this interesting way, 
“Captious and cavilling persons will object, ‘You say that God loves 
His people, and therefore they will be saved; then what is the good of 
preaching? What is the good of preaching? When I say that God 
loves a multitude that no man can number, a countless host of the race 
of men, do you ask me what is the good of preaching?

“What is the good, of preaching? To fetch these diamonds of the 
Lord out of the dunghill; to go down to the depths, as the diver does, 
to fetch up God’s pearls from the place where they are.

“What is the good, of preaching? To cut down the good corn, and 
gather it into the garner.

“What is the good of preaching? To fetch God’s elect from the 
ruins of the fall, and make them stand on the rock of Christ Jesus, 
and see their standing sure.

“Ah, ye who ask what is the good of preaching, because God has 
ordained some to salvation, we ask you whether it would not be a 
most foolish thing to say, because there is to be a harvest, what is the 
good of sowing? There is to be a harvest, what is the use of reaping? 
The very reason why do we sow and reap is, because we feel assured 
that there is to be a harvest.

“And if, indeed, I believed there was not a number who must be 
saved, I could not go into a pulpit again. Only once make me think 
that no one is certain to be saved and I do not care to preach. But now 
I know that a countless number must be saved; I am confident that 
Christ ‘shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days.’ I know that, if 
there is much to dispirit me in my ministry, and I see but little of its 
effects, yet He shall keep all whom the Father has given to Him; and 
this makes me preach.”

W e must remember that Jesus said, “Neither pray I for these alone, 
but for them also which shall believe on me THROUGH THEIR  
W O R D ” (17:20).

The fact that Jesus “stood and cried” indicates an intense longing 
that men come to Him (cf. 18:40; 19:6, 12, 15). And all may come,— 
the atheists, the agnostics, the idolaters, the disappointed and dis
couraged, the defeated, the proud, the over-bearing, the foul, the 
cheats, the weary, the sad, the weak and the hopeless. Come! Come 
today! for He is today the possessor of the same consciousness of power 
to impart life.

The appropriation is of a person, for we are to come to Him. 
“Let him come unto M E,” Jesus said. Leave the king’s palace with the 
servants and seek the King! Only He can say such things as, “Young 
man, I say unto thee, Arise!” (cf. Luke 7:14; John 11:43).

There is a wonderful old story of a true saint of God Who was in 
her declining years. She knew great sections of the Bible by heart and 
loved to repeat them from memory to gain strength from them. But as 
the years came and went her memory gradually went, too. She lost the 
power to recall what she had stored in her mind. She would sit by a
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big sunny window in her living room, repeating over one text she 
remembered, “I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that 
day.” By and by part of that left her, but she quietly continued to 
repeat, “that which I have committed to Him.” Finally, in the last 
few weeks of her life her family would notice her lips moving and, 
thinking she might need something, they would go over to her and 
bend down to listen for her request. Time and again they heard the 
old saint saying over and over again to herself the same one word, 
“Him—HimHim.” She had lost the whole Bible but that one word, 
but in that one word she had the whole of the Bible. It all concerns 
Him.

The appropriation, of course, must be personal. It is “he that 
cometh to me.” Come and drink! What would we have thought of 
Moses and the Israelites if, needing water, they had refused to drink 
from the rock? Come and drink! Then sing with others who have 
come and have drunk,

“I heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘Behold, I freely give 

The living water, thirsty one,
Stoop down, and drink, and live.’

I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream!

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
And now I live in Him.”

1 1 NEWS a n d  NOTES
rehairsed alf that G ed had dona with then_    _

I w ish  to continue receiv in g  the W  & 
W . So please find enclosed  check  for 
$5. R ecent issues have been  very 
thought provoking, Please continue!

Kevin T incher

Please ren ew  our subscription to the 
W o rd  and W ork . M y fam ily  and I have 
m oved  to  Schw einfurt, G erm any and 
miss the Christian fe llow sh ip  o f  the 
C hu rch  o f  Christ in the L ouisville  area. 
T h e  W o rd  and W ork  is such a spiritual 
blessing—can ’t w ait from  m onth to 
m onth to  receive  it. T here is not m uch 
spiritual encouragem ent for  Christians 
in G erm any so Christian literature is 
such a blessing, sepecia lly  the W o rd  &  
W ork . Please continue this g o o d  w ork 
o f  the L ord . E n closed  is our n ew  ad- 
dress.

W illiam  T . R eeves III 
U S M A C  D E H  
Schw einfurt, G erm any 
A P O  N Y 0 9 0 3 3

1 d on ’ t want to miss it. It is due in 
O ctober.

Mrs. T . E. Daniels

T o  R obert I le id :
I fu lly  agree w ith  your article in the 

Sept. issue, concerning the condensed  
revision o f the B ible, be in g  printed by  
the R E A D E R ’S D IG E S T  m agazine!

A lthough I am a R E A D E R ’S D IC E S T  
subscriber, I w ill certainly never buy 
a condensed  version o f  any Bible.

Your Friend, 
L yle  L aM  aster

D ear Brethren,
I have in m y  possession a borrow ed  

cop y  o f  T he W o rd  &  W ork , the M arch, 
1980 issue—therefore it m ust b e  re 
turned to the person w h o  gave it to m e 
to look  at. This particular issue con 
tained an narticle b y  Dr. D avid  R. R ea
gan entitled, “ H ave the O ld  Testam ent 
‘Restoration’ Prophecies Been Fulfilled? 
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This was the fifth in a series o f  five I look  forew ard  to the W  &  W  each
articles be in g  written by  Dr. Reagan in m onth. E specia lly  like D r. R eagan ’s
response to an attack on P re-M illennial articles. K eep  up  the g o o d  work,
doctrine b y  G u y N. W ood s . It is m y Mrs. O pal P. Rust
desire to  have all five issues that w ou ld ,
o f  course, contain all five articles. T hen , M y  D ear Friends: This m ay b y  m y last
I  w ou ld  appreciate the op portunity  to subscription—I hit the 80 m ark the 21st
rece ive  all back  issues o f  this current day o f  M ay, 1982 A .D .
publish ing year — 1982, January thru I sincerely h op e  that our L O R D  w ill
Septem ber. com e, I had rather g o  b y  translation

A nd finally, I w ou ld  like to beg in  a than by  the resurrection. N ot m y  w ill
subscription for  the opportunity  to re - but IIIS be  done.
ceive  the m onthly  issues as they are R oe  M iller
presently published. H opefu lly , this can
begin  im m ediately so that the first issue W e  take this opportunity  at the close
that I w ou ld  rece ive  w ou ld  b e  the O cto - o f 1982 to thank our m any contributors
ber issue—preventing m e from  m issing —b oth  small and large-^to the support
a single issue. o f  the W ord  and W ork  m agazine.
—D ouglas E . M iller, Springfield, O h io

*  *  *  *

C O M IN G  IN  1983: It H app en ed  in H am burg, a -true account o f 
the troubles and trium phs o f  Ernest 
D ap ozzo  in a forced -la b or  cam p near H am 
burg, Germ any, during the last tw o  years o f  
W orld  W ar II. H ere is a b r ie f ep isode:

I thought of turning back, but then I saw some people watching 
me. Pushing the door open, I went down the two or three steps
leading into the bakery. The smell of fresh bread reminded me of the
last time I had enjoyed hot bread just out of the oven. I stepped into 
the dimly lit room with a decisive “Good morning!”

The baker stopped waiting on his customer, looked me over care
fully, and then answered, “Can’t you read? The proper greeting is 
written on the door.”

After a moment’s reflection, I gave him my reply, “I’m sorry, but 
I can’t use your greeting. Hail Jesus!”

a a a a a a

And what happened next? Don’t miss a single issue. W e  
are considering the possibility of making this into a book 
( about 90 pages). Keep it in mind, and we will tell you more 
later.
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