
AUGUST, 1988

Living Near Death's Door
Page 228

What Should Children Know About Death?

Hell — What Difference Does It Make?

Practical Advice for Future Missionaries

Good Parenting Principles

Missionary Radio Works!

Page 232

Page 236

Page 246

Page 250

Page 252



IF WE COULD SEE BEYOND TODAY
If we could see beyond today,

As God can see,
If all the clouds should roll away,

The shadows flee;
O'er present griefs we would not fret,
Each sorrow we would soon forget,
For many joys are waiting yet

For you and me.
If we could know beyond today,

As God doth know,
Why dearest treasures pass away,

And tears must flow;
And why the darkness leads to light,
Why dreary days will soon grow bright,Some day life's wrong will be made right,

Faith tells us so.
"If we could see, if we could know,"

We often say,
But God in love a veil doth throw

Across our way.
We cannot see what lies before,
And so we cling to Him the more;
He leads us till this life is o'er —

Trust and obey.
—Norman J. Clayton

PROGRESS
Until I learned to trust,

I never learned to pray,
And I did not learn to fully trust

Till sorrows came my way.
Until I felt my weakness,

His strength I never knew;
Nor dreamed till I was stricken

That He could see me through.
Who deepest drinks of sorrow,

Drink deepest too of grace;
He sends the storm so He Himself

Can be our hiding place.
His heart, that seeks our highest good,

Knows well when things annoy;
We would not long for Heaven,

If earth held only joy.
—Barbara Cornet Ryberg
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Theme: DEATH AND WHAT FOLLOWS

Life is Short, Death is Sure
Alex V. Wilson

At almost every funeral I preach, I quote those lines by an
unknown writer, "Life is short, Death is sure; Sin's a curse, Christ's
the cure." That pretty well says it all, doesn't it?

How absurd are those people who avoid thinking about death
and eternity. I've been privileged to visit at least eight different
countries around the world. They had various languages, food, dress,
homes, customs and holidays—but they all had cemeteries! And yet
so many folks refuse to face up to the implications of their mortality,
and the "intimations of their immortality"—as Wordsworth the poet
put it.So this month we look squarely at physical death and various
questions it raises. But first, in this editorial, let's consider spiritual
life and death, based mainly on the words of the risen Christ to the
church in Sardis, "You have a reputation of being ALIVE, but you are
DEAD" (Rev. 3:1). In studying His letter to that church, I was
impressed by the insights of several writers, and want to share them
with you now. Ponder these words and apply them to yourself and
your congregation.

Beautified Skeleton
"Outward appearances are notoriously deceptive: and this socially

distinguished congregation was a spiritual graveyard. It had a name
for virility, but it had no right to its name. Its works were beautiful
graveclothes which were but a thin disguise for this ecclesiastical
corpse. The eyes of Christ saw beyond the clothes to the skeleton. Itwas dead as mutton. It even stank. ...

"Let us not rate too highly the opinions of the world or even of
the Church. Some Christians grow too depressed when criticized
and too elated when flattered. We need to remember that 'the Lord
sees not as man sees; man looks on the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks on the heart' (1 Sam. 16:7). He looks beneath the
surface. He can survey our motives and thoughts and desires." (From
What Christ Thinks of the Church, by John Stott).

Peaceful—Like a Cemetery
"The strange fate of (the city of) Sardis was that life had been

too easy for it. It had grown flabby and had sunk into an easy and
voluptuous decadence. And the fate of the church in Sardis was thesame. It was not threatened by any of the dangers which menaced
the other churches. There was no threat from Caesar worship and
from persecution; there was no threat from the malignant slanders of
the Jews; there was not even any threat of internal heresy from within
the church. The church of Sardis was completely untroubled from
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from within. The church of Sardis was at peace—butwithout and
it was the peice of the dead,
by William Barclay).

Here's a
(From Letters to the Seven Churches,

thought based on Barclay's observations: Maybe we
should be somewhat grateful for problems in our churches—if they
keep us from pride, smugness and complacency. Reread John
Newton's greet hymn, "Tis My Happiness Below"; also meditate on the
next section.

Freedoms Lure into Lethargy
"He had just emerged from existence under a regime that took

an intolerant view of Christianity. But now, viewing Christians
who live not only in freedom but in relative popularity, this man was
appalled. Tc him, these Christians seemed casual about their com
mitment, preoccupied with position and possessions, contaminated
by the world. And he said so.

"A few n Lonths later he went back to visit the friend to whom he
had spoken s 3 bluntly when he first arrived. He asked if his friend
remembered what he had said, the bitterness of his criticism. The
friend remembered.

"The man stood silent for a few moments, reflecting. The friend
tensed for a s econd attack. 'I have come to apologize both for what
I said and tin; way in which I said it/ he said simply. '1 was merely
afraid. I did not know how dangerous freedom could be. It has
been a year now. And I am worse than those I criticized/

"Then he added a significant statement: 'It is more difficult to live
the Christian life under freedom than under repression.'" (Ruth
Graham in Christianity Today).

How did Sardis Get that Way?
"It might be profitable to inquire how the church at Sardis, being

dead, yet nac a reputation for being alive.
"1. Is it not more than likely that the name they had for life

had been won by their fathers who may have been vitally alive? It is
very possible that the church there began with a mighty movement of
the Spirit of Sod. But in process of time, just as the Ephesians had
left their first love, these had left their first life. This is suggested by
verse 2: something remained of life from a former day... .This cer
tainly is true of many churches in this day: their reputations for
vital Christiaiity being not earned by themselves hut by those of a
former generation.

"2. It is almost certain that long after the life had gone out of
Sardis, works were maintained in order to keep the reputation of a
living church And activity is often mistaken for life. 'Great repu
tations often have slender foundations/ said Spurgeon. Once having
had the nam 3 they would not easily give it up even if keeping it
involved pretence.

"Were w<? able to visit Sardis, no doubt we would see a church of
great activity, many worshippers, and pleasant services. They wanteda name for godliness; but they didnt want God.

"3. It may be that the reputation for life was maintained by those
few even in Sardis who had not defiled their garments (v. 4). Some-
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times a whole church seems to be alive because of the living few. The
vigorous activity of a handful of dedicated believers may make one
forget the dead masses in the church." (From The Lamb and the
Book, by G. R. Crow).

Downward Spiral
"To our grandparents, Christianity was an EXPERIENCE. To

our parents, it was an INPIERITANCE. To most of us it has become
an INCONVENIENCE. And to our children it has become a
NUISANCE. Every generation needs a revival." (Richard Halverson).

Is such decline inevitable? No. Halverson's last sentence shows
the way of escape: revival. And the living Christ told Sardis how to
become thus revived: "Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is
about to die Remember, therefore, what you have received and
heard; obey it, and repent He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches."

I'm Living to Die
Richard Frazeur

What would you do if you were told you had only a few years to
live? Before you answer, think it over carefully. Then read the true
story written by a young man whose illness had sentenced him to die.

I fidgetingly sat in Dr. Edward Lundgren's office on a mid-May
afternoon in 1954 in Chicago. A week had passed since the removal
of a lump from above my collar bone, and the results of its examina
tion were due from the laboratory. The doctor faced me, his expres
sion grave. "Do you have any relatives in town, Dick—someone we
can talk this over with?" he asked.

After my week of speculation, a foreboding swept over me that all
was not well. The nerves at the ends of my fingers began to flick. "No,
my family is in Lansing, Michigan." The doctor then explained, "Your
loginess and this abnormal growth gave us a strong suspicion of what
to expect from the biopsy. We were right. You have Hodgkins
disease—a chronic, malignant growth of the lymphatic system."

Since I had studied physiology and anatomy, I partly understood
what he was saying, but when the full import of his words fell upon
me, they slapped me across my face. Chronic! Malignant! I knew
what those words meant. And the sum of the two words, I knew was
fatal. As we sat there in a moment of thick silence, these thoughts
raced through my mind. Suddenly I was aware that Joanne, my
fiancee, must be told, and the doctor could give her the best ex
planation possible.

"My fiancee is here in Chicago. May I bring her in to talk with
you?" I asked.

The meeting was arranged. Joanne and I sat in the outer office
not saying much. At long last our turn came, and we went in. The
next hour was a painful, heart-rending experience for Joanne. We
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evening in 1948, in a small church in Michigan,
Christ as Savior. I told God that night: Do
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My Christian friends rallied to my assistance. My church, Moody
Memorial Church in Chicago, helped in a great way to alleviate the
financial burden that illness had brought. My landlord said not one
word about the room rent that was piling up; instead, he made sure
that I had enough to eat. Joanne cheered me when I became dis
couraged, and upon occasion, I cheered her. I was never sure whichdid me more good. My roommate advanced me enough money for
incidental expenses, and when I assured him that I couldn't repay him
very soon, he shrugged it off with, "The Lord has given me more than
enough. Forget it. I cannot forget it!

The summer months poured into one another, and I finally found
a night house-detective position in a men's residence club. That lasted
only a month before my sickness again began to tell on me.

It was hard finding work. I was extremely limited, in the first
place, because of poor eyesight. In October I finally found another
job, this time with a publishing company as a shipping clerk. And
because I no longer do heavy work, I lost it just before Christmas.

In times past I had been a merchant seaman, short-order cook,
salesman, and shipping clerk, but now all doors of former occupation
had slammed shut in my face. My little world was in a very sad
shape, I thought, and the vicious seeds of self-pity began to sprout.
"O God, why won't You intervene?" I would cry in my prayers—
and at the same time refuse to abandon "my plans."

I didn't mourn the loss of that job too long, however, because a
sudden loss of strength sent me back to the hospital for another
treatment. While I was thus inactivated, different thoughts presented
themselves. I remembered a conversation I once had with my pastor.
He had told me, "In whatever you do, Dick, you must trust im
plicitly in God. You should ask and wait for His plan in your life."
The full meaning of this finally sharpened into focus, and I wanted
only to seek His will. At last, I was acting on Romans 12:1-2, "... pre
sent your bodies a living sacrifice... be ye transformed by the re
newing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

When I gave myself over to Him and began to let Him control
my life completely, peace came into my heart, even as it had when
He forgave my sins. Now Jesus and His plan for me were all that
mattered—if I lived, I was His; if I died, I was His.

The idea of writing was presented to me. This was something
I could do without too much strain. And I would be helping others
know the wonders of knowing and fellowshipping with Him.

"But how can I learn to write effectively?" I prayed. Someone
told me of Christian Writers' Institute of Chicago, and during the
summer I enrolled for a course. Joanne encouraged me and I sat
down to a typewriter and wrote.

Writing wasn't at all easy, and I wondered if my stories would
sell. I wrote and sold two articles. I was encouraged and wrote and
submitted more. This was just what I needed! It was a medium of
expression and a means to be used of the Lord, for who can denv
that writing is a definite ministry. My prayers were being answered
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Reprinted by permission from Power for Living, ©1962, Scripture Press

Publications, Inf., Wheaton, IL 60187.
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Should Children Know Ahoy! Death?
Yes. Learning to accept death is a natural experience in life

which must not be ignored. Most importantly, a child should not
only be exposed to death, but should also be prepared for and guided
through the period of loss.
WHY?

Surprisingly, the "protection-philosophy" with regard to children's knowledge of death is a current trend stemming from our
own death-denying culture. Parents often isolate children from the
pain of growing old. They remove grandma or grandpa to a nursing
home or hospital. Worse, when death occurs, the child is assigned to
a baby-sitter while everyone else participates in the funeral. Allowing
the child to be a part of the ceremonies, and even the Conversation,
helps relieve his fear of the rest of his world crumbling.

Mystery also may be avoided by a proper explanation of death.
Each time a child inquires and is denied sufficient response he delves
into his own memory bank to create an answer. The longer such
mysteries persist, the more difficult they are to correct.

Children may experience adverse emotional reactions. They may
become angry, hoping their tantrums will restore normality. They
may neglect playing and eating because of guilt—not realizing theiractions had nothing to do with the death. These reactions are quite
normal, but continuation indicates maladjustment.
HOW?

Honesty should frame death discussion with children as in all
"life-forming" subjects. Since the purpose is to reduce fear and induce trust, all information should be factual and not easily discounted
by "playground buddies." There is nothing worse than being the last
to know the secret and being given the excuse: "Honey, we didn't
think it best to tell you."

Simplicity is also vital. Too much information clouds a develop
ing mind when the child is exposed to new language and ideas.

Environment often shapes conversation. Whatever setting is
chosen, it should insure an atmosphere where expression can be re
leased freely. Possibly staying in the comfortable family room or
going to the familiar back yard playground will spark questions andease tension.

Love, individual warmth and reassurace should be shared. Close
ness and involvement convince the child that his security is certain;
and sorrow is more easily faced together. Often parents brace
themselves for this "instruction period" by medication and other
methods of throttling the emotions. Actually, the child is comforted
by tears of his parents realizing that if he were to die they wouldcare. A minister or close friend may assist.
WHEN?

Age grouping often indicates which aspect of death most concerns the child.
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For everything its season, and for every activity under heaven
its time:

a time to be born and a time to die;
a time to weep and a time to laugh;
a time for mourning and a time for dancing;
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them;
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to keep and a time to throw away;
a time for silence and a time for speech;
a time to seek and a time to lose.

(NEV)

The Three Mightiest
F. W. Borehom

God never allows the forest to obscure the trees. He never loses
the individual in the crowd. There is a most impressive passage in
the prophecy of Ezekiel in which this vital truth is strikingly empha
sized. If, God says, and He says it four times over, if He has occasion
to send war or pestilence or famine upon Jerusalem, and if, at the time
of the dreadful visitation, Noah or Daniel or Job be in the city, He will
see to it that no harm of any kind comes to them.

Noah and Daniel and Job! The conjunction of names is won
derfully suggestive. It proves that God in not tyrannized by historical
perspective. Writing at that moment, we should never have dreamed
of associating those three names. Noah had been dead for thousands
of years; Job had been dead for thousands of years; but Daniel was
actually living; he was one of the Hebrew captives down in Babylon.

No man, cherishing any respect for historical perspective, would
have inserted the name of a living man between two such ponderous
names as those of Noah and Job. If I am speaking of the world's
great military leaders, I may instance Alexander and Caesar and
Napoleon: it would never occur to me to include the name of any
man now living. A commander now living may or may not merit in
clusion in such a list: but I instinctively feel that it is too soon to
assess his relative value and importance. If I am speaking of the
world's classical writers, I may mention Homer and Dante and Shake
speare: it would not occur to me to include the name of an author
now living: I should feel that, brilliant as a contemporary might be,
it was impossible as yet to see him in his true historical perspective.
But God has no such scruples. He sees time in the light of eternity.
And, when He makes up His list, He does not hesitate to set the name
of Daniel, the living captive, between the names of Noah and Job.

That is very beautiful. A man has not to be dead in order to be
great in the eyes of the Lord. When He makes up His list of three,
He may easily say, Moses and John Smith and Paul; or David and
Mary Brown and John the Beloved Disciple; or Abraham and Thomas
Johnson and Mary, the sister of Lazarus; or Elijah and Rudy Robin-234



son and Peter. John Smith may be only a small shopkeeper in a
London suburb; Mary Brown may be only a shop assistant in New
York; Thomas Johnson may be only a carpenter at Cape Town; Ruby
Robinson im.y be only a busy mother with her bevy of small children
in Melbourne; it does not matter. God sees the real greatness of
Daniel, even though he be only a contemporary captive in Babylon,
and He sets his name between those of Noah and Job, both of whom
have been dead long, long centuries.
IS ANYBODY DEAD?

But perhaps I am distorting the subtle truth that is the real
glory of the passage. I have said that Noah and Job had been long
dead, but ha d they been? Were they dead? Are they dead? Is any
body dead? Is there such a thing as death?

Is not tl is the question that underlies that stupendous affirmation
that Jesus made to the Sadducees? As touching the resurrection of
the dead," He said, "have ye not read that which was spoken unto you
by God, saying, T am the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac
and the Goc ot Jacob.' God is not the God of the dead but of the
living."

What dc es this mean? It means that, to God, Abraham was alive
—as much alive as Peter. Isaac was alive—as much alive as James.
Jacob was a ive—as much alive as John. And, therefore, Noah and
Job were alive-as much alive as Daniel. The artificial distinction
which leads us to say that the ancients are dead whilst we moderns
are alive doe:; not blur the divine view. He inhabits Eternity; Eternity
embraces what we call the Past and what we call the Present and what
we call the ] ruture. He is equally at home in each of the ages. In
celestial grai deur He moves familiarly among them all. The limits
that hedge u; about so tyrannically—the limits of Time and Space—do
not fetter Hi n. He dwells in glorious timelessness and spacelessness.
Residing in Eternity, He feels perfectly at home there. And therewith Him in His Eternity—are, not only Noah and Job, but Daniel;
not only Adam and Paul, but I, myself; not only Isaiah and John Wes
ley, but the man who will be born a thousand years hence. The dis
tinction between Noah and Job on the one hand and Daniel on the
other is a dis :inction that is rather apparent than real.
NOAH, DAMEL AND JOB

"If," say? the promise four times repeated, "if Noah, Daniel and
Job be in the city, as I live, saith the Lord God, they shall deliver
neither son nor daughter: they shall but deliver their own souls by
their righteon sness." The most sacred and delicate and precious things
of life, that is to say, can neither be inherited nor bequeathed nor con
tracted. I cannot receive them as a legacy from my parents: I cannot
communicate them to my children: I cannot impart them to my friends
and acquaintances. The body may have ancestors and descendants:
the soul has none. Even in the cases of men of the stature of Noah
and Daniel and Job, the soul stands in splendid and terrible isolation.
In the presence of God it abides awfully alone.

One more question before we close—perhaps the most intriguing
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and baffling question of all. Why, of all the saints available for selec
tion, did God choose these three— Noah, Daniel and Job?

Noah is the greatest example known to us of a believing faith. By
faith Noah, being warned by God of things not seen as yet, prepared
an ark. Far from the water, he built a ship. The heathen laughed,
but what cared he? God had spoken: he believed: and, notwithstand
ing the apparent absurdity of his behavior, he acted on his faith. And,
centuries afterwards, God liked to think about it. If, He says, when
war and pestilence and famine come, Noah is in Jerusalem, My pro
tecting hand shall be upon Noah.

Daniel is the greatest example known to us of a daring faith. He
was told that the king had signed a decree forbidding his worship.
But what cared he? My Lord, he answered, is the King of kings!
And when he knew that the decree was signed, he went into his
house, and, his windows being open toward Jerusalem, he kneeeled
upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before
his God, as he did aforetime. There was no ostentation: he did not
pray more or pray differently: there was no flinching: he prayed just as
openly and just as frequently. And God liked to dwell upon the
thought of it. If, He says, when war and pestilence and famine sweep
the city, Daniel is in Jerusalem, My guardian hand shall be upon
Daniel.

Job is the greatest example known to us of an enduring faith.
Pain upon pain; trouble upon trouble; loss upon loss. But Job held
his faith. Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him. And, cen
turies afterwards, God liked to think about it. If, He says, when war
and pestilence and famine ravage the people, Job is in Jerusalem, My
sheltering hand shall be upon Job.

Noah, Daniel and Job! Each of the three stands in striking con
trast to the other two. There is scarcely one respect in which any
two of them are similar. Yet each is very dear to God. And so I
learn that, in order to please Him, I have not to resemble Noah or
Daniel or Job—or anybody else. I must be myself for Him. I must
express my affection for Him in my own way—the way that is native
to my own temperament and personality and conditions. And if, by
His rich grace, I develop my individuality along the lines most
natural to me, I shall, like Noah and Daniel and Job, become so prec
ious in His sight that, in the day of darkness and disaster, He will
make me His peculiar care and I shall stand, tranquil and undismayed,
amidst the fall of matter and the crash of worlds.

* * * * *

It's Hell, If Really Is!
by Greg Livingstone

If you are a serious Christian, somewhere along the line, you have
realized that there really is existence after death, 'in the presence of
the Lord" or "in heaven." But with considerably less comfort, you
realize the opposite as well: that there really is existence after this
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FACING HELL'S IMPLICATIONS
that if God were to invite me to make a proposal for a

Constitution—if I could change any of these issues of
cardinal doctrines of the Christian Faith— I would vote to

I mean, who needs it? Think of the implications of
in hell! Before I became a Christian, I was a fairly
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I did not. I could relate to Peter when he said to the

tTo whom else can we go, You have the words of eternal

did I become a missionary? Because I'm the missionary
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type? No way! But because Christ's way is true. God is not willing
that any should perish and neither am I.

PICTURING THE PLAGUE
Somehow, it's much easier to think in die physical realm. If

your city was suffering an enormous plague that left people lying on
the streets dying, and you knew of a warehouse that had the very
medicine to save them, how much guidance from God would you need
to know what to do? You probably wouldn't call a conference to
decide why these people got the disease. You probably wouldn't
debate whether or not they deserved to die. It's not likely that you
would ask yourself if you had "the gift" to distribute medicine. Can
you imagine yourself shrugging your shoulders, musing that "dying
probably isn't that bad anyway"? Or can you imagine yourself looking
out your window at the people writhing in pain on the streets and
calmly concluding that what you saw was "God's problem"?

It's quite obvious that any of us would drop what we were doing,
grab a bunch of our friends if possible, head for the warehouse, load
up with the medicine, and go to work. It may be simplistically put,
but why is it so difficult to transfer the picture into the condition of
God's beloved creation, mankind?

Still, when we look around us, most of the "good Christians" we
know are not conscious of living in the midst of an inestimable tragedy.
Few Bible-believing Christians seem to have integrated the reality of
hell into their lifestyle. It hardly seems appropriate to wear a sand
wich board in the local shopping center emblazened with "Turn or
Burn!" In fact, it's even difficult to "feel" that our roommate or our
neighbor across the street who is such a nice guy is really destined to
a Christless eternity. (This, especially, when you suspect that he
manifests more of the fruits of the Spirit than you do!)

FOLK CHRISTIANITY
Finally, you may be among those who've never had a satisfactory

answer to the constant jeer, 'What about all the people who have
never seen a missionary, never heard about Jesus Christ? Surely God
can't be sending them to hell." Some years ago, I began to realize
that my belief system was based not so much on the Scriptures as on
popular notions which I had imbibed from others in my life. Whatmost of us act upon as our basic beliefs is in fact what the anthro
pologists would call "folk religion." In the United States, Chris
tianity is divided up into countless versions of "folk Christianity."

The belief systems may range from the haughty, sophisticated
New England "Puhlese, I cannot conceive of a religion that believes
in hell," to Hollywood's "Somebody up there likes me," to the "born-
again Jock," who inadvertently becomes a relativist when he says,
"Well, for me when I take Jesus into the huddle, things go better."

The issue, though, is not what we feel comfortable with, but
what is reality.

HELL'S REALITY DEMANDS BELIEF
So why do I believe in hell? For the same reason I believe in

heaven. Our Lord Jesus Christ, who proved that He was indeed the
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Creator visiting the earth (with full knowledge of reality), confirmed
the contemporary Jewish belief that indeed there was life after death,
and some would spend it in blessedness, in a place prepared by God
for those in right relationship to Himself. But others ("you are of
your father, the Devil") Christ clearly asserted would live forever
separated from God, in a sphere of existence prepared for those who
have deserted Him, either aggressively or passively. They want no
part of God interfering with their own will. Hell is an eternal granting
of a wish to live without the present pressure or need to worship their
Creator.

Is hell then to be our primary motivation in giving our lives in
total involvement for the "discipline of the nations"? Perhaps not. The
honor of our Lord Jesus Christ is a greater motivation. But if the pros
pect of bringing glory to God does not propel us toward the great goalof "a church for every people," then THINK about hell!
-Reprinted by permission from WORLD CHRISTIAN, P.O. Box
70052, Pasadena, CA 91107. © 1983.

* * * * *

REPRINT:

DEATH IN A
BRIGHTER PERSPECTIVE

Gordon R. Linscott, 1967

For years I have known that Paul said it is "very far better" to
depart this life and be with the Lord Jesus. And I belive it. As a
matter of fact, I once wrote a paper on the subject for a college class.
In it I cited the testimonies of numerous Christians who paused
briefly before crossing over and gave their impression of what lay be
fore them—joy, assurance, peace. I doubted none of them, but still
my faith was somewhat academic in nature—it lacked the element
of experience which says, "I know it!"

Things are different now. Suddenly I know what heretofore
was but hearsay. What was to many a tragedy has been to me an
unspeakable blessing. I speak of the collision at Winchester thattook four young lives—and almost the fifth. Of the girls who died,
two had been in my classes through high school. I knew them well,
and loved them as though they were my own children. The first
news of the crash—it was no accident; accidents don't happen to
God's children—came as a shock. The blessing was to follow later
as various ones of us pondered the event together.

Five weeks earlier Sharron and Barbara were part of a group
on a retreat in the woods. On the last evening, as we sat in a circle
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talking about what the Lord meant to us, Sharron said somethinglike this: "For quite some time now, I have had the feeling that the
Lord has some special plans for me, but I don't know just what it is.
Here of late, I've been impressed that it is something really big. It's
going to be wonderful, and it's going to be soon." Later she privately
told a close friend, "I wonder if the Lord is coming back right away.
I know I'm going to see Him, soon!" She lived in the joy of that
anticipation, and now her joy is made perfect. How can I grieve
over Sharron's death, when it is the greatest event of her life?

When I went to the funeral home to view the body that had
belonged to Barbara, I was met by her mother. I could hardly be
lieve my eyes. No tears, no sad tale of self-pity, no questioning the
goodness of God. Instead, a bright smile, eyes that sparkled with joy,
and a testimony of thanksgiving and praise to a gracious and loving
Lord. She talked about how Barbara enjoyed spending time witli
the Lord. "Every morning she was up before the rest of us. How
many times I've found her with her Bible or in prayer! If she didn't
have to go to school, she might go back to bed later, but her day
began with the Lord." And now she was with Him, perfectly and
forever! She spoke of the earthly sorrows that the girls would never
experience. "Barabara and Sharron were such close friends," she
continued, "and Naomi." (Naomi was the lone survivor.) "You
know," she added, with a note of disappointment in her voice, "It's too
bad that Naomi couldn't have gone with them." Very far better!
These had been but words to me, hut not any more. The commentary
of Rose Hutchens gave them reality.
VICTIMS OF OUR CULTURE

While still meditating on this brighter view of death, I ran
across a writing that dates back to 125 A.D. It was directed to
Emperor Hadrian by the Athenian philosopher Marcianus Aristides,
and was an explanatian of what Christians believed and practiced.
With regard to death, he wrote:

If any righteous person of their number passes away from the world, they
rejoice and thank God, and escort his body as if he were setting out from one
place to another nearby. When a child is born to one of them, they praise God.
If it dies in infancy, they thank God the more, as for one who has passed
through the world without sins. But if one of them dies in his iniquity or in
his sins, they grieve bitterly and sorrow as over one who is about to meet his
doom.

This brought a question to my mind: Do we Christians of the
20th century derive our funeral customs—and much of our feelings
about death—from the Scriptures, or from our (pagan) culture?
Is our departure from this life a defeat or a victory? Perhaps in
too many cases it remains a question. A person was a "good" church
member, but nobody really knows how he stood with the Lord. It
is hard to celebrate a victory when nobody is sure that a victory has
been won. Those of us who knew Sharron and Barbara have no
doubts about them; it is not hard for us to share their joy. But
how many Christians manifest the enthusiasm for the Lord that those
girls radiated? Consequently, the general pattern of our funerals
follows that of the world—not of much comfort to the bereaved, and
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HEAVEN
Winston Allen

A preacher who had announced that he planned to speak about
Heaven the next Sunday received the following letter from a man
who was very ill:

Next Sunday you are to talk about Heaven. I am interested in that land,
because I have held clear title to a bit of property there for over fifty-five
years. I did not buy it. It was given to me without money and without
price. But the donor purchased it for me at tremendous sacrifice. I am not
holding it for speculation since the title is not transferable. It is not a
vacant lot. For more than half a century I have been sending materials
out of which the greatest architect and builder of the universe has been

home for me, which will never need to be remodeled nor re
paired because it will suit me perfectly, individually, and will never growold. Termites can never undermine its foundations, for they rest upon the
Rock of Aj;es. F"ire cannot destroy it. Floods cannot wash it away. No locks
nor bolts viU ever be placed upon its doors, for no vicious persons can even
enter that land where my dwelling stands, now almost completed and almost
ready to enter in and abide in peace eternally, without fear of being ejected.

is a valley of deep shadows between the place where I live in
... and tha t to which I shall journey in a very short time. I cannot reach my
home in I hat city of gold, without passing through this dark valley of
shadows. 3ut I am not afraid, because the best friend I ever had went
through th3 same valley long, long ago and drove away all its gloom. He
has stuck oy me through thick and thin since we first became acquainted
fifty-five yoars ago, and I hold His promise in printed form, never to forsake me nor to leave me alone. He will be with me as I walk through the
valley of siadows, and I shall not lose my way when He is with me.

I hope to hear your sermon on Heaven next Sunday from my home in
, but I have no assurance that I shall be able to do so. My ticket

to Heaven has no date marked for the journey—no return coupon— and no
permit for baggage. Yes, I am all ready to go, and I may not be here while
yon are talking next Sunday evening, but I shall meet you there some day.
Thinking about prophecies in the Bible dealing with heavencan and shorld be a powerful motivation and comfort to Christians

as we seek tc obey the Lord's Great Commission and as we face the
sufferings of this present life. God's promises had a similar effect
on Old Testament saints. Of Abraham we read, "By faith he be
came a sojourner in the land of promise, as in a land not his own,
dwelling in tents, with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the
same promise: for he looked for the city which hath the founda
tions, whose builder and maker is God." (Hebrews 11:9, 10).
Moses chose not to "enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; account
ing the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt:
for he looked, unto the recompense of reward" (Hebrews 11:25, 26).
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Of other heroes of faith we are told that they were willing to be
strangers and pilgrims on the earth because they desired "a better
country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed of them,
to be called their God; for he hath prepared for them a city"
(Hebrews 11:16).

Many hymns express the true Christian's desire for heaven:
"O They Tell Me of a Home," "I Have Heard of a Lard," "The Sands
of Time Are Sinking," "I Am a Stranger Here," "When All My Labors
and Trials Are O'er.

The word heaven brings to our minds that whioh is supremely
beautiful and satifying and secure. The basic meaning of the Hebrew
and Greek words for heaven is "that which is above." Actually
there are three heavens referred to in the Bible: (1) atmospheric,
(2) stellar, and (3) "the heaven of heavens." Such expressions
as "rain from heaven" and "the birds of heaven" refer to the first.
"The stars of heaven" are located in the second heaven. 2 Corinth
ians 12:1-4 speaks of "the third heaven" or "Paradise." This is where
God's throne is located; a fuller description is given in Revelation 4
and 5.

Heaven is a real place. Jesus said in His farewell discourse to
His apostles: "Let not your heart be troubled: believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not
so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, and will receive
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whitherI go, ye know the way" (John 14:1-4). For almost 2000 years the
Lord Jesus Christ has been preparing a place for His bride, His
people. Think of the wonders He created in this present worldbefore it was cursed by rebellion and sin. But no sin will be there.
That prepared place for a prepared people will be beautiful and
wonderful beyond the power of words to portray (a flickering candle
cannot illuminate a brilliant sunset).

Heaven is not just a condition or state of being, not something
ethereal or nebulous. Heaven is a place just as real as this world
on which we now live. When by God's grace we see His heaven,
perhaps our reaction will be comparable to the reaction of the Queenof Sheba when she saw the splendor of Solomon's kingdom: "The half
was not told me."

The inhabitants of heaven will have real bodies. "We shall be
like him (Christ), for we shall see him even as he is" (1 John 3:2).
In 1 Corinthians 15, 1 Thessalonians 4 and 5, Romans 8, and Philip-
pians 3 Paul writes about the resurrection of the Christian's body.
In Philippians 3:20, 21, we read: "For our citizenship is in heaven;
whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall
fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed
to the body of his glory, according to the working whereby he is
able even to subject all things unto himself." It is important to
note that Christ's resurrection body—the body He now has in heaven-
is a real body which the apostles and disciples saw and felt (man-
made things in heaven will be the nail prints in His hands and the
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evidence of tie spear thrust in His side). He ate food in their pres
ence and said, "A spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye behold me
having" (Luce 24:3). But His resurrection body had new and
strange powe -s: He could pass through a door without opening it; He
could travel from one place to another with the speed of thought.
Think of the implications of this in exploring the wonders of the
new heaven, the new earth, and the new Jerusalem.

The Scrptures indicate we will know each other in heaven.
Moses and E ijah were still Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Trans
figuration. Identity does not change with the passing of time or
conditions. David expected to be reunited with his baby which
died; he said, "I shall go to him, but he will not return to me"
(2 Samuel 12:23). Stephen recognized the risen and ascended
Lord. Paul said, "Then shall I know fully even as I am fully known"
(1 Corinthians 13:12).

What will we do throughout eternity? Of course there will
be rest from labors, and there will be heavenly music, but this is not
all, far from it. We read in Revelation 22:3, "His servants shall
serve him." As God provided interesting and challenging employ
ment for Ad; mi and Eve in the garden of Eden before sin entered,
so He will provide for His own in heaven. Forever we will be
learning mors about our infinite God and the wonders of His love
and grace and power. In heaven our worship and fellowship and
obedience w 11 be perfect. "Just to be near the dear Lord I adore
will through the ages be glory for me." "Face to face with Christ
my Savior, fs.ce to face, what will it be, when with rapture I behold
Him, Jesus C hrist Who died for me?"

In Psalni 16:11 David wrote, "In thy presence is fulness of joy;
in thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." T. D. Tal-
mage said, "You cannot see Venice in a month! Nor can you see
the city of G 3d in a day! No, it will take all eternity to see Heaven."
1 Corinthian! 2:9 may be applied to heaven, "Things which eye saw
not, and ear lieard not, And which entered not into the heart of man,
Whatsoever things God prepared for them that love him." Our
present thinking about heaven falls far short of what the reality
will be. Special rewards in "the life that is to come" and the capac
ity to enjoy t lat life will be proportionate to our love and sacrifice for
the Savior in "the life that now is."

Who can enter heaven? "Only they that are written in the
Lamb's book of life" (Revelation 21:27b). Jesus gave three very
important excepts regarding salvation:

1) Exceot ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins"
(John 8:24 b).

2) "Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3).
3) "Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter

into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5).
If we can say as did David in the 23rd Psalm, "The Lord is my

shepherd," we can also say as he did, "Surely goodness and loving-
kindness shall follow me all the days of my life; And I shall dwell in
the house of Jehovah for ever."
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2.ueitio>nb

Carl Kitzmiller

Will heathen people who have never had a chance to hear the gospel
be lost?

Every responsible person who does not accept and follow Christ
as Savior and Lord will be lost. The New Testament does not offer
any salvation except through Christ. We simply cannot avoid the
plain meaning of many Scriptures. "He that hath not the Son of
God hath not the life" (1 John 5:12).

It is around that word responsible that the interest centers,
however. Who is responsible? Many Christians believe the Word
makes an exception of children until they reach an age sometimes
called "the age of accountablity." This is not clearly set forth in
Scripture, but it is true that Jesus speaks of the children in terms that
indicate they are not under condemnation (Matthew 18:1-6; 19:13-
15). Until the child can know what sin is, who Jesus is, and can
exercise faith, we assume, on the basis of this rather weighty evidence,
that sin is not imputed or else the cleansing of the Lord is imputed.

In the same way we may raise questions concerning the person
who has never grown up in mental capacity. We do not believe
God holds responsible those of whatever age who have never pos
sessed the mental capacity of believing. (Those who have lost sanity
after having capability and opportunity to believe are surely in a
different situation.)

With the same reasoning some would hold that those who have
never heard and therefore have not had a chance are not responsible.
The cases are not exactly parallel, however, for to normal persons
moving toward adult status, there comes a consciousness of sin. Itis universally true that even unenlightened people develop a sense
of right and wrong, thus of sin and a consciousness of having sinned.
Certainly the untaught are not as responsible (cf. Lk. 12:47-48) as
those of us who have had many opportunities, but it is not possible
to see them as safe, either. Under the old covenant God seems to
have allowed for such ignorance, but the early proclaimers of the
Gospel declared that day past (Acts 14:15-17;'l7:30). Even thosewho have never heard the Gospel are not without the testimony of
nature, and hence, are "without excuse" (Acts 14:17; Romans 1:20-
21). Romans 2:12-16 seems to suggest judgment for such ones on
the basis of how well they have lived by then- own innate standards,
but even so, the passage speaks of perishing (v. 12), not of salvation!

It seems to me that God has not fenced Himself into a corner
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:o such ones and He does not clearly say what their
to be, but neither have we any real reason for dis-
from responsibility before God or ourselves from re-
carrying the gospel to them. Of this much we mayare under orders to carry the Gospel to every

world (Matthew 28: 19-20; Mark 16:15-16). We must
on the grounds that those who have never had a
saved. We do well to regard it as a life and death
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Some teach that
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that Christ was tempted in all points as we are.
He was unable to sin in any of those temptations. If

could He be tempted?
I agree that where there is no possibility of sin there can be

no temptation. Such is the nature of temptation that it must find
a possibility of response in the one tempted. Even in sinful man
certain specif!; sins may not be very tempting because the individual
has little desire for that particular evil. Yet, in one sense those
who insist on the inability of Christ to sin are right. The problem
is the same one we meet all the way through the Gospels and
arises any time we consider the perfect presence of both God and
Man in one Being. God cannot sin. Man can sin. A Being who
can sin is less than God. A Man who cannot sin is not perfectly
man. Combine manhood and God and you have a problem. Finite
minds are ne/er quite satisfied with the explanations, never quite
understand the God-Man. Seeing this is all the doing of God,
however, we need not be too surprised we do not understand it.
There are many facets of His being we do not and cannot understand.

Our God neither slumbers nor sleeps, but Jesus slept. Our God
is not circumscribed by infirmities of the flesh; Jesus hungered,
thirsted, grew tired, and wept. God cannot die, but Jesus died.
Some would use these paradoxes as "proof" that Jesus was not God,
but nothing cDuld be further from the truth. He was God, but He
was God in h.u man flesh. It is to be expected that on earth among men
we often see the human side of Him. Many of the Gospel
accounts seem to show more of His human characteristics than of
His characteristics as Deity. God took on Himself human flesh for
a purpose and accepted some of the limitations that a human body
imposed.

As God, Jesus could not yield to the temptations of Satan; in
fact, He was not even tempted. Had Jesus yielded He would have
shown Himse f to be an imposter and one less than God. But as
man, He was sorely tempted and was kept from sin, not by a mechan
ical impossibility, but by His resisting. As contradictory as that seems,
it is neverthele ss, true.

It is my conviction that Jesus met Satan's temptations in His
role as Perfect Man. He refused to perform a miracle or call for
angelic help. He resisted with the same equipment Adam had for
resisting—the revealed and known will of God—and He was successful. He went into the arena with Satan with human power
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to show that man did not have to fall. Moreover, He knew by ex
perience that power of temptation because as a man He experienced
desire and could have yielded. If as a man He could not have sinned,
then there was no temptation and He did not learn by experience
so as to be touched with the feeling of our infirmity. Yet this is
one of the very reasons for His temptation (Hebrews 5:1-10; 4:15).

Sometimes, especially when dealing with God, we can only accept
both apparently contradictory sides of a truth and wait for the time
when we shall no longer know in part (I Corinthians 13:9-10).

How Shall I Prepare for Missionary Work?
J. Oswald Sanders

Grow Spiritually
The missionary candidate must have experienced the new birth

that is the result of trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. Of course. But
a faith that fails to mature beyond the salvation experience will be of
little use overseas. So make sure you are growing spiritually.

How? Make a habit of daily prayer fellowship with your Lord.
Build that fellowship around His Word, digging into it each day. No
amount of Bible school training can take the place of this intimate,
two-way conversation wlih God.

Obey your Lord. In obedience the life is kept strong and free
from sin. Listen to His voice through the Word, speak to Him in
prayer, reach out for Him to others— and you will grow spiritually.

You should be gaining an in-depth knowledge of the Word of
God. Whether you should train in a Bible school or in a seminary
depends on your Christian background and development.

Along with this fellowship with the Lord and growth in Bible
knowledge must go experience in Christian work. Develop the know-how of dealing with people and their spiritual problems. Learn to
lead people to the Savior and to build them up in Him. Learn to
serve others and to serve with others in and through the local church.
In experience be discovering what it means to be a member of Christ's
body. And don't wait until you are free for full-time ministry to find
ways of serving the Lord. Make your home, your campus, your
place of employment, your home church fields of missionary endeavor.

A period of full-time Christian work, however, can add an import
ant dimension to your training for overseas ministy. Experience in
a pastorate, in Bible teaching, or in home missions will give oppor
tunity to prove God's promises and to try your spiritual armor, demon
strating to yourself and to others your missionary potential. Full-timeChristian service also often teaches us, as no other way can, that
"we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the
power may be of God, and not of us." (2 Cor. 4:7).
Develop Mentally

While academic training is secondary to spiritual fitness, the
missionary candidate cannot have too wide a general knowledge nor
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tbach us to teach and to communicate can greatly en-

do not minimize the power and fruitfulness—under
—of a gifted worker who has not had the advantage of

n, the young missionary today does well to have an
ng that will command the respect of well-educated
third world, for many are coming into the church and

aces in Christian leadership." have a good reading background for the work God has
do. Read missionary biographies and study missionary

Research the country of your interest—its people, history,
, trends. And seek out an understanding of the place
God's economy and of the principles of church growth.
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training. Higher education develops good study
the wherewithal for a wise approach to practical

is closely related to our spiritual influence in touching
must learn to get into peoples hearts and lives without
If you cannot mingle easily with those of your own
are you ever to win the confidence of a people of
and culture? Be prayerfully working on this area
Ask God to increase your love for people and to

to feel at home with others and able to make them feel
you. Developing social grace will also prepare you
another culture.

friendships with international students. Invite themLearn from them, and develop your ability in cross-

cooperate with others in a team. Being unreachable
work with others is to be off to a bad start for any type

Temperamental "bumps" and idiosyncrasies, personality complex
es, faddishness in diet, and fastidiousness in habits often cause untold
sorrow and failure on the mission field. Check up on yourself; ask
friends to poiit out candidly any social peculiarities you might have.
Then work with God and others to eliminate problems.

Frr
ijye on your health. This does not mean you should be

intiospective about it. But be sensible. Few missionarieswell as they would be on their own soil and in their home
r lake an effort to complete your training in good health,

have to work your way through school or find study a
nerves, by all means cut down on activities, even good ones,

rust and relaxation. Regular habits of sleep, moderation
in all things—in fact, a well-disciplined life—will help you carry a fairly
heavy load of study and still maintain good physical condition.
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Remember, there is no gain, only loss, where studies and preparation
undermine health.

The number of missionaries who serve only one term overseas is
regretably large. Sometimes the reasons for early termination are
beyond the missionary's control. Sometimes the reason is spiritual
breakdown. Sometimes failure to make physical and social adjust
ments, combined with spiritual defeat, accounts for unfruitfulness.
Because conflict is part of all spiritual work, but particularly of mis
sionary work, the missionaries who have left their mark upon the
peoples of other lands and who have borne fruit for Christ have been'
disciplined men and women. Thus fitness in all four areas of life-
spiritual, mental, social, and physical—must be our goal in preparation.

Viewing the Aewd
Jack Blaes

THE POLITICAL PURPOSE: A NEW-
AMERICA. Michael Harrington, des
cribed by the New York Times as an
American conscience, tells us, "The
Democratic Socialist envisions a hu
mane social order based on popular
control of resources and production,
economic planning, equitable distrib
ution, feminism and racial equality.
I share an immediate program with
liberals in this country because the
best liberalism leads toward socialism."
Harrington has much praise for a Du
kakis presidency "Because," he says,
"There will be new possibilities for
talking to the people and changing
things and creating another America.
A Democratic administration always
opens up a space for those who stand
on the Left." If we think and act as
if it is only possible to do this kind of
work in a Democratic administration,
we are sadly mistaken. These change
agents know no political party. Even
the "conservative" Reagan Administra
tion found "space" for those who stand
on the Left.

o o o o o

COMMERCIAL BANKS IN THE U.S.
ARE, AS OF' NOW, supplying Soviet
bloc nations with over S2 billion each
month in new loans. Representatives

Toby Roth and Jack Kemp have pre
sented a bill, HR 3095, which is now
before the Banking and Foreign Affairs
Committee, to deal with this financial
fiasco. This bill would give the Presi
dent control of the export of financial
capital and discretionary authority to
control the export of goods, technology
and cash that could be used for terror
ist acts. It would also require banks to
declare the number of united loans and
to make the list public and require
financial institutions to make pubic any
investments in any Soviet debt obliga
tions. It sounds' like something you
may want to write about to your Con
gressman and ask him to support.O O 0 o o

FOR THE PAST 70 YEARS THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT has financed the eco
nomic and military development of the
Soviet empire. So we, the U.S. have
created the monster that has devoured
nearly half the world, and which has
told the rest of the world, including the
U.S. that its sincerest intentions are to
consume it as well. The U.S. govern
ment has used the military might of the
Soviets as the main excuse for the con
tinuous build-up of its own defense.
Now, in addition to what we've already
given to the Communists, and are yet
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sending in many different ways, we are
spending $300 billion on our present
defense program. The U.S. and this
monster empire is in what is known as
an arms race. The politicians are di
vided as to what the U.S. should do.
One group says stop arming, another
says we must [defend ourselves, so we
have to keep arming. At the same time
we continue to aid the monster with
goods, technology, and money which
takes away substance we need to care
for our own people. Plus the enormous
cost of armaments year after year.
Why doesn't iomeone see that if we
would take thfj Soviet empire off the
dole, we would be helped two ways;
we would save the enormous amounts
in aid, and thje Soviet masters would
have to put its soldiers to work to care
for the legitimate needs of the country
and the threat of war they now are will
be removed, and the need to spend
these vast sums for defense will be un
necessary. What a blessing it would be
to all the rest of the world to be re
lieved of the threat that this evil empire
is. It could be done, and I believe it
is the most [workable solution I've
heard.

0 0 0 0 0

THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION.
Its all over now. From all the rhetoric,
they have no plan to remove the scan
dal of abortionj They seem unaware of
the scandal of homosexuality, so that
will only spread. The same can be said
for the scandal of pornography. They
did mention /JIDS' so they must be
aware of it, but it is not scandalous
enough to take appropriate action to
remove its cause. They are not as con
cerned about the separation of church
and state as they seem to have been on
other occasions No one was disturbed
that a "Reverend" came in second as
the people's choice for the Presidential
nomination. The Rev. Jackson's name
was mentioned from the podium more
than any one else's. He most certainly
was honored "with their lips", but the
most obvious thing in the whole con
vention was "their heart was far from
him."

o o o o o

NONE DARE CALL IT BICOTRY.
When Federal District Court nominee
Shannon Mason of Virginia was be
fore the Senate Judiciary Committee for
confirmation, he reported that he had
dropped membership in any organiza
tion that might be considered as ra

cially discriminatory, even mentioning
a small dance-sponsoring group. Sena
tor Metzenbaum of Ohio, not too kind
ly, suggested that he had not gone far
enough. "And," asked the Senator,
"did you ever have any involvement or
participation with the NAACP, the
Urban League, the National Negro
Scholarship Fund? I guess my point
is financial support, not actual involve
ment, with any organization that is
frankly black-oriented. Give me some
thing in your background other than
the fact that you say you are a fair
person. I never heard—and I am not
saying you are a bigot—but I never
heard of a bigot who described himself
as a bigot. Every bigot always says,
'I am fair'." I expect half or two thirds
of my friends and one of theirs would
qualify according to the "fair" Senator
Metzenbaum as bigots. Myself, I call
that a pretty "fair" demonstration of
bigotry on the Senator's part.o o o o o

Not only would Senator Metzenbaum
deny being a bigot, he also admits that
he is sick of being labeled a "liberal."
At least, that's what he told Marc Pearl,
executive director of the Americans for
Democratic Action. He feels that this is
hurting him in his reelection campaign
this year.^Jt seems that he has earned a
perfect 100% voting record according
to the extreme liberal ADA. It's not
his voting, mind you, but the publishing
of it that disturbs the Senator, and
gives his constituents reason to be look
ing for someone more to their.liking.
Sounds foiighly like the system may
star t work ing in our favor for a
change. According to Pearl, the law
maker made this proposition: If I got
the signatures of 25 other Senators to
a letter asking you to stop doing the
rating (informing my constituents)
would ADA stop doing it? I always
knew he was a liberal, he didn't have
to do a thing to convince me.

< J ' O O o o

SOME NOTABLE QUOTES. JESS
IE JACKSON: _ "Hey, hey, ho, ho,
Western culture's got to go." "Lonsj
live Fidel Castro, Long live Che Cue-
vera!" JIMMY SWACCART: "To al
low a preacher of the Gospel, when
he is caught beyond the shadow of a
doubt committing an immoral act to
remain in his position as pastor would
be the utmost gross stupidity." CARL
ROWAN: "Anyone found in possession
of a handgun except a legitimate offi-
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cer of the law goes to jail-period." (1988) And this one from MARK
(1881) "(I favor) a complete and feder- TWAIN I include as being appropriate
al ban on the sale, manufacture, im- in these days of political speeches:
portation, and possession of a handgun "The history of our race, and each in-
(except for authorized police and mil- dividual's experience, are sown thick
itary personel)." (1985) "Let the Na- with evidence that a truth is not hard
tional Rifle Association or others call to kill and that a he well told is im-
me a hypocrite because I fired a gun mortal."
in a moment of personal peri l . I snail ° °
still be for strict gun control.... But LET'S BE VERY PRAYERFUL THAT
let them know that as long as author- JEHOVAH'S will will be done in this
ities leave this society awash in drugs land and all over the globe. And in
and guns, I will protect my family." me and youl

Building Better Christian
Families

by Fred W. Schott
A REVIEW OF GOOD PARENTING PRINCIPLES

Parenting, or working with children, or being a grandparent, is
not easy—not if we take our tasks seriously. I hope these seventeen
lessons have been helpful. I wanted more than anything that they
be 1) Biblically sound and 2) practical for modern families, parents,
teachers, youth workers and church leaders.

I also hope these lessons have left you more hopeful, more con
fident, more positive about children and families. Loving, living
with, and working with children, though difficult, are some of life's
geatest experiences. By the grace of God, and with the support ofis people, all of us have everything we need to do a good job.

In closing, remember the following points:
• The Hannah Principle: "Children are a sacred trust from God.

Someday we must return them to Him."
• Be quick to "stroke," to compliment, and to make positive pre

dictions..about children and all members of the family, plus the
family as a unit.

• Talk less and act more when disciplining.
• Be quick to discipline, but make love its centerpiece—and you need

not be severe.
• Empathize and try to understand the teens you love, even when

you discipline.
• Know the "danger signs" that tell us teens are getting into serious

situations.
• Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger.
• Pray, and learn to depend upon the help of the Holy Spirit.
• Remember, the Bible offers great help and great insight into par

enting and dealing with children and family. Keep studying care
fully the scriptures for more insights by which to build strongerChristian homes.

(Next month: Fred's responses to your Questions on Parenting. Send them to
1404 'N' Ave., Omaha, NE 68107.)

250



NO EASY ANSWERS FOR WIVES
The calls

similar. An
another. The
many times,
one they can
is the same,"
they want to

The Hoi)'
dear ladies ~
them up and
prayer, fastingI often must
This may
have found
the answers

from

seen
that

Sometimes
One woman
band's behavior
we talked, th$
ing about
adultery herself,
her thoughts

A womait
God would
proceedings
God, blaming
called me for
married her
Lord's will
had assumed
she realized
place

There us
obsessed with
we will comnjiit
work out for

come anytime and from anywhere. Their stories are
unfaithful husband obsessed with sex in one form or
wives I talk to are devastated, at the end of their rope

They feel as though they have nowhere to turn and no
talk to because of shame and guilt. The desire of most
Flow do I save my marriage?" Most don't want divorce,
enow how to repair, restore or change the circumstances.
Spirit is faithful as I depend on Him to counsel these

God's word. It always amazes me how the truth lifts
gives them courage to follow the Lord. Self-denial,
and trusting the Word of God are the difficult answers

live. We must place our trust in God and be obedient.
like a simple answer to a very difficult problem but I
Christian women respond to the truth. Many know
they heed Scriptural confirmation.

is the Holy Spirit needs to convict them of their own sin.
rom Georgia was angry and hurt because of her hus-

She told me that she was an obedient wife but as
iniquity in her heart became revealed. She was think-

fenging her husband's unfaithfulness by committingThe Holy Spirit convicted her and she repented or

but

for

Coming

can get my home
(In these cays

all kinds is doubtle«
If someone you
Christian
95628.

I have not
of their materials
Their catalog
Spiritual Warriojr
the Sexual Addict

Rebecca Huntley

from Texas had been praying and fasting, hoping that
top her husband from going through with his divorce
When they did go through, she became embittered with
Him for not keeping their marriage together. She

counseling and as we talked, she revealed that she had
msband, knowing him to be unsaved. It is never the

us to be unequally yoked with unbelievers but she
that it was God's will for them to marry. As we talked
lhat she had done wrong by marrying him in the first

to grips with the truth gave her peace.
ually aren't easy answers for the wives of men who are

other women. But we can always rest assured that if
ourselves to doing things God's way, everything will

:he best in the end. Any wives who wish to talk to me
number from the Pure Life office.

s when pornography is so easily available, sex addiction of
ess more rampant than we think—even among church-members.
know is struggling with this, you may want to check out a

ministry called Pure Life Ministries, P.O. Box 1932, Fair Oaks, CA

liits

used their tapes or books, so cannot at this point evaluate any
except their newsletters—from which the above article is taken.
titles like "Sexual Idolatry," "Restoring the Marriage," "The
"The Jesus Series," "The Fast that Frees," and "Counseling
-Editor)
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An AMAZING story from the history of missionary radio ministry

Coincidence or Divine Plan?
by Gleason Ledyard

Richard Bronson had been a member of the Far East Broadcasting
Company family from its beginning. Having had experience in busi
ness management, he had kept the home office running smoothly.
But the day came when he and his family were able to head for
Manila for a term of service as general director.

Before World War II, the Bronsons were missionaries in eastern
Europe. For a number of years they worked among Slavic people.
During that time he learned enough of the Russian language to be able
to converse in a limited manner.

As soon as the first overseas transmitter was operational in Manila,
Bronson urged the use of Russian language broadcasts, and they were
some of the first released on a regular schedule.

As Richard Bronson tells it, I saw the Communists jamming our
signal more and more, until our engineers were able to count as high
as eight jammers zeroing in on our 10,000-watt voice. Although the
jamming was very serious, still, because of technical reasons, it was
only about 50 per cent effective. The signal went through and could
be heard by those who wanted to listen. It was during this period
when jamming was so bad I wondered if it was worth it all.

At this point, I was considering asking the program department
to take off the Russian programs entirely and use that time for more
Chinese releases because it is the largest language block in the world.
It is said that one out of every four is a Chinese. We were praying
to know if we should cut out the Russian and concentrate more heav
ily on Chinese.

One afternoon, our daughter Kay fell and broke her ankle and
had to be taken to the hospital in the south side of Manila. After we
were finished at the hospital, we started back toward the city of
Manila intending to drive through it, but as we approached the heavy
traffic, I told Marge I just couldn't fight that traffic again. I had been
in the city three times that day and didn't feel up to an hour of
working my way between and around "all twenty thousand" jeepneys!

We decided to turn round and go to Christian Radio City, which
is north of Manila, via the circumferential drive. Because of the
extreme heat and high humidity, Marge felt faint and suggested we
stop and get some coffee. The nearest place was the Manila inter
national airport. We stopped there.

Upon entering the airport restaurant, we discovered fifty or sixty
European people and, having been so accustomed to seeing black-
haired Filipinos, we were completely astounded. Men were wearing
heavy wool suits with baggy pants and vests, while the women wore
bubushka shawls.

My first thought was that they were probably Hungarian refugees
being repatriated out in the Orient, since it was near the end of the
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Hungarian uprising. But as we sat down at a small table and pulled
ours as close as we could to theirs, we discovered they were speaking
Russian. Then, I was all the more concerned as to where all these
Russians came from!

Trying to strike up a conversation with an elderly couple, I hadlittle success i ince we had been away from actual ministry with Rus
sians for so long. Finally, I asked the elderly lady if she could speak
German-Thinking I could do better with that language. She said,
"Na, vee no speak German, vee no speak English, vee Russians."

At that moment a young man about twenty-five years old came
over and sat with the elderly couple and told us in very poor English
that they were his grandparents and that the whole group were on
their way to freedom. And he said that with a great deal of emphasis!
Then he added that they were from Manchuria and were on their way
to Australia.

To try to converse any further was no use; he just couldn't under
stand my English and I couldn't understand him. Finally, our con
versation degenerated down to my counting from one to twenty in
Russian and saying a dozen or more phrases in Russian that I could
remember. Then ne counted to twenty in English and said a few
expressions.

It came lime for them to leave and proceed by plane to their
destination. Most of them were getting up and making ready to leave
the room. Ai that moment, I thought of one more phrase— it was
"Slova Bosia," which means something like "Praise God!"

I wish you could have seen the look on their faces! That young
fellow jumped from his chair, and the elderly couple beamed from
ear to ear as bhey looked with astonishment to us. The young man
pointed to the ceiling and hallooed, "Slova Bosia, Slova Bosia."then turned tc me and pointed to his own chest and cried out, "I also!
I also!" At that veiy moment we realized we were brothers in Christ!

That young man ran round among those people and gathered
together abou: ten of them and came back to us. We found they, too,
were Christians. When they learned we were Christians, they could
hardly believe it because 'they had been told by the Communists for
years that nobody anymore believed in God. The excitement was tre
mendous. Although we could not make each other understood, tears
began to flow down their cheeks. The little old lady was down on her
knees and had her arm around Marge's legs. And the little old man
was searching in his pockets and finally came out with a Russian stamp
and gave it to Kay as a souvenir.

Just then a big, fine-looking Russian came over and, in perfect
English, said he had been secretary of the YMCA in Harbin, Manchuria and asked if I were from a radio station in Manila. I said, "Yes."

Then he asked, "Do you broadcast the evangelical religion in
Russian?"

I answered that we did, and he questioned further, "O twenty-five
meters?"

I said, "Yes, we sure do!"
He replied, "Well, friend, we have been listening to you for years.
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You have been the only contact we have had with Christians on the
outside."

"Fine!" I said. "That is marvelous, but what about the jamming?
Don't they jam our signal something terrible?"

"Oh yes," he said, "the jamming! But, you know, this young fellow
you have been talking to took an ordinary radio and converted it to
25 meters. We would go to his home in the middle of the night-
two or three at a time—lest we be suspected, sit on the floor, cover
our heads with a blanket, divide a set of headphones so that several
could listen at one time, and try to hear some message of hope and
encouragement from the outside world." He continued. "That jam
ming almost drove us crazy, but you know, it was worth it all if wecould only hear just one word, the Name of Jesus, or just one verse of
Scripture. It was worth it all! Then we knew that faith wasn't dead;
that there were Christians on the outside who believe in God and
maybe were praying for us!"

"Almost beside myself with joy, I found we were walking out the
gate together, but the customs officers were holding me back from
going on out to the plane. As the crowd kept walking slowly toward
the transport, the big fellow yelled back, "Continue the broadcasts.
There are many thousands of Russians listening to that broadcast and
depending on your message of hope."

The farther out he got, the louder he yelled. "The Communists
don't realize the finest Gospel propaganda is in the hymns of the
church. Continue to broadcast the music. They don't jam it at all.
Don't stop broadcasting. There are many depending on it. Make
it as late at night as you can. God bless you!"

In a few minutes the door of the DC-6 was closed, the stairs rolled
away, propellers were turning and the plane taxied to the end of the
runway.

This had all happened in less than fifteen minutes! Now it
seemed like a dream. We couldn't believe such a thing had happened!

Later that day I checked with the Philippine Military Intelligence
and the American Embassy and no one knew of any Russian refugees
going through Manila that day! Not a single newsman or photo
grapher was there to get a story. No one had known of the flight!
And yet the Lord caused us to be there at that very time to be en
couraged that the Russian broadcasts were going through. You can be
sure we didn't take the Russian programs off the air. We increased
them instead.

Sometime after these refugees arrived in Australia they wrote
stating they had been in Communist Chinese territory. Russians in
Chinese country didn't get along well with the Chinese leaders. They
wanted to get rid of them because of all the food they were eating
and the jobs they were taking away from the Chinese. As long as
they left Manchuria, it didn't matter to the Chinese which way they
went—east or west.

The Russian government bid high for them to return to their
homeland. Promises of good jobs, lots of food, and everything won
derful were made to them; but the choice was theirs. If they had
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invitation from any country, they were free to leave. Some went to
Australia, some to Canada, and some to South America. But a few
fell for the promises made by the Russians and returned to their
native land, never to be heard from again. But before they parted,
they all agreed to listen each night to the Russian broadcast coming
from Christian Radio City, Manila—those in Australia, those in Can
ada, those in Russia (if they were able to listen), and those in South
America. And they would have fellowship together in the Gospel
through the radio even though they were separated by thousands ofmiles.

Let me tell you, this experience made me tingle from head to foot!

THE GREATEST TEST
Help me to walk so close to TheeThat those who know me best can see
I live as godly as I pray
And Christ is real from day to day.
I see some once a day, or year,
To them I blameless might appear;
'Tis easy to be kind and sweet
To people whom we seldom meet;
But in my home are those who see
Too many times the worst of me.
My hymns of praise were best unsung
If He does not control my tongue
When I am vexed and sorely tried
And my impatience cannot hide.
May no one stumble over me
Because Thy love they failed to see;
But give me, Lord, a life that sings
And victory over little things.
Give me Thy calm for every fear,
Thy peace for every falling tear;
Make mine, O Lord, through calm and strife
A gracious and unselfish life:
Help me with those who know me best
For Jesus' sake, to stand the test.

—Barbara C. Ryberg

Two Months in Jail Was Worth It
Gordon Magney

The Turkish jailor told me to relax since I would be under his
care for at least 5 years. I couldn't imagine anything worse than
spending the next 5 years in a little Turkish prison. My fiance, Grace,was in Tehran and I wasn't sure she would wait 5 years. Obviously
our plan to avoid arrest while sharing the Gospel in eastern Turkey
had failed. My main concern that Christmas was how to get out of
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fail. Some of you were praying for me 21 years ago and God an
swered your prayers. But why did God allow that to happen?

One of our fellow prisoners, a Kurd named Ramazan who claimed
to have killed a dozen men, accepted the Lord. A young boy from
the village who smuggled letters in and out for us also found the
Lord and is now working for the Bible Society. The four of us
learned a lot of lessons during those two months in jail.

Our cell was in the prison basement, but once a day we were
allowed out for exercise and fresh air. We would sing Turkish songs,
I would play my trumpet, and one brother would even get some
preaching in before the jailor hustled us back to our cell. Our onlyaudience were the children who gathered in the surrounding rooftops.

This September (1987) I met a Turk from that same village who
told me he had become a believer. "How did that happen?" I asked.
"When we were children," he said, "there were some men in prison,
and we would listen to them from the rooftops singing songs and
talking about Jesus. There are 20 of us now who are believers as a
result of those brief open-air meetings!"

Without trials there are no deliverances; without battles no vic
tories. So let's "count it all joy when we meet various trials for we
know that the testing of our faith produces steadfastness" (James
1:2,3).

Something New at Woodland Bible
Camp:
A Senior Citizens Week, September
11-16, 1988. (Sunday night 6:00-
Friday morning 9:00.)

The activities of these days will be
geared for people 50 years or older.
There will be recreation, visitation with
friends, and good food for both phys
ical and spiritual needs—all for $35 per
camper.
Belmont Church of Christ, Winchester,
Kentucky:

We are anticipating a wonderful
MISSIONS CONFERENCE this year
and hope you can join us! "Missions:
Doors of Opportunity" will be held
Friday evening and Saturday, October
21 and 22.

We will have many workshops—led
by missions representatives from var
ious ministries and areas.

Key Speakers will be Chuck Davis of
AIM and Robert Garrett, missionary to
Zimbabwe.

Film-'The Wait of the World"

—Drama—Tim and Lisa Jones
Youth Extravaganza—activities specif

ically for youth beginning Friday night
after the film

Please make reservations for the
Banquet of the Continents ($2.50) Fri
day evening and the catered lunch
($2.50) Saturday. Deadline for being
assured of a meal is Wednesday, Octo
ber 19.

For more information, call me at
606-744-5233, or write me at the
church.

—Jonathan Garrett
Gallatin Tennessee:

The following have been selected
and approved to serve as Elders:
Ben Joe Moss, David Schreiner, Ken
neth Stockdell, Earl Rodgers, David
Stewart, Harold Whitaker'

Also 13 men as deacons.
Southeast Church of Christ, Jefferson-
town Ky.:

We thank the Lord for increased
attendance lately. Our average week
ly attendance at Sunday school was

236



149 during May. And our average
attendance at the morning worship
services was 212 during June. Both of
these were new [records for us.

Portland Church of Christ, Louisville:
We had a "Persecuted-Church Sun

day" again tin's year. In order to ap
preciate what our brothers and sisters in
underground churches go through, we
sang without hwnnals—and very softly
(to avoid detection by police, spies,
etc.). No one used Bibles during the
service; even the preacher used only a
hand-copied passage (for in some re
pressed lands the few who own Bibles
fear losing them if police invade the
meeting). We a3so prayed for specific
individuals who are being persecuted in
Marxist or Muslim lands—and their
families and churches. Information
and suggestions for such services may
be obtained from Open Doors, P. 0.
Box 27001, Saita Ana, CA 92799.
They encouragd such a meeting an
nually.

At Portland we set a goal of at
least 25 people o be converted during
1988. We trust this will cause us to
pray and work with more urgency.
Thank God for 13 who have been bap
tized by the end of July.

Manila, Philippines:
Over 190 students enrolled at Cen

tral Bible Institute this semester (start
ing in June). This is the highest in
CBI's history. Please pray for our stu
dents, staff, and facilities. Pray that we
may grow in knowledge and Christian
living.

-David Moldez, C.B.I. Director
News from Word & Work's Office:

We thank all those who helped fix-
up & paint up pur office building.

Please pray for W & W's ministry
and circulation. Our circulation has
climbed back to 966. Help us get
over 1,000 subscriptions by the end
of '88, and even more next year.

Sad to say, inflation hurts us all. The
mailing rate for books increased from

69<? for the first lb. & 25<- for each
additional lb. to 90c' for die first lb.
and 35(- for each additional lb.

Also the cost for binding requires us
to sell the bound volume of W & W
-1987 for $11.50 plus postage.

One way that churches can both help
and be helped by W & W is to order
your "Christian Art" Bulletins through
our office. This is a full-color bulletin
service. An entire quarter's supply of
bulletins is shipped to your church at
one time. Orders must be made over
30 days before the first bulletins are
needed. Cost for each Sunday's supply
is $3.35 per hundred bulletins. Write
for more information.

Louisville Fellowship Week:
We are thankful for the hard work

done by many during and in prepara
tion for the recent conference. Attend
ance was up somewhat during the day
sessions, or so it seemed. The special
offering for missions amounted to
$1,949.

If you have suggestions for next
year's conference, why not get in touch
with the chairman of this year's com
mittee: Joe Stone, Rt. 4, Box 164,
Taylorsville, KY 40071. 502-447-2316.
Important Coming Events:

Restoration Forum VI, to be held at
Akron, Ohio November 1-3.

Central Louisiana Christian Fellow
ship, at Glenmore, La. Nov. 14-17.
More next montii about both of these.

Belmont Church, Winchester, KY:
Our Sunday morning worship was

opened with a beautiful rendition of
the song, "I Asked the Lord," sung by
Belmont's 20 voice choir, trained and
directed by Buddy Haggard. We had
112 for Bible Study and 141 for morn
ing worship. Tom and Christy Nickell
are happy parents of Colin Thomas, a
second little son! We are delighted for
Tom and Christy. Pray for them as
they still face difficulties and dangers
in their translation work in the Phil-

COMING NEXT MONTH:
RESCUE THE PERISHING-
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REVISED
The rich tradition of over 65 years continues as the best gets better.

• Musically arranged for easier singing.
The musical editor has given special
attention to the musical settings that
these may be neither too difficult nor too
demanding, while yet preserving the
power of every hymn and song.

• Quality crafted in bonded leather —
blue, brown or burgundy

"In almost every way this hymnal is
superior — in the range of selections.
typography. Scriptural emphasis,
readability, editing anil binding. "

— Christian Chronicle

Of55H songs from nearly every century
Christianity
Topically arranged with over 100
scripture portions for congregational or
private dcvotionals.
Revised indexes: These include an
Author-Composer Index, a much
enlarged Tune Index (each selection
having been assigned a tune name) —
aids in learning new songs since many
share a tune, a Topical Index which has
been revised in connection with the
topical arrangement of the hymns and
songs, a First Line Index, and a Scripture
Index of all passages either cited or
quoted in full in the both- of the hymnal.
Enlarged format, including larger page
Size, typeface and note size, for ea.sier
reading.

For 65 years: "Excellence alone has
been the principle of inclusion. . .The
standards followed were truth and
soundness, first of all. then strength
and clearness, poetic beauty and lyric
quality — the music wedded to the
words and fit to win them to the
heart. "

P r i c e . - 1 - 9 9 S 8 . 9 5
1 0 0 - 2 9 9 8 . 5 0

3 0 0 o r m o r e 7 . 9 5
We now have a deluxe Song Leader's
Edition, bound in black leather— S35.1^
each.
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