




































































































































































76 Centerville Church of Christ 

LEADERS IN 1995 

The Centerville Church of Christ has been greatly blessed with genera­
tions of able, Christlike leaders. From John Nicks to E. J. Beasley to the 
current elders the work has continued largely undisturbed by controversy 
and chaos. They have maintained a close relationship with those who 
have been part of the "flock of God." The Church, in turn, has given 
double honor to its bishops, remembering ''Those who rule over you, 
who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, consider­
ing the outcome of their conduct" (Hebrews 13:7). 

The elders of the Centerville congregation in 1995, its 125th year, 
are as follows: 

BOBBY BATES has for many years been the owner of Bates Engine 
Rebuilders, one of the most respected companies of its type in all of 
Middle Tennessee. Reared in Centerville, he is part of a father/son combi­
nation that has given a combined sixty-five years to the eldership. He has 
served as an elder since 1969, active in teaching, visitation, bus ministry, 
mission efforts and every good work. 

DR. JAMES BLACKWELL has served as an elder since 1969. His 
dental practice in Centerville, begun in 1951, has become a pacesetter 
for small-town dental offices across Tennessee. A nationally-known run­
ner, his achievements have been featured in national magazines and televi­
sion. On a single day he jogged 68 miles and on another day rode his 
bicycle 150 miles! He has encouraged the entire community toward a 
healthful and joyful lifestyle. For decades he has taught the auditorium 
class, worked in visitation, preached on occasion, and for forty years been 
active in every forward thrust of the congregation. 

BILL DAVIS has served as an elder since 1978. He is a former Vice­
President of T encon Incorporated and presently works in sales with Data 
Supplies, Inc. For over twenty-five years he has been the Director of a 
highly successful visitation program, with approximately 75,000 visits 
reported during this time. He has taught Bible classes, chaired the Budget 
Committee, and served as leader of the Camp Committee. 

BILL MCDONALD has been an elder of the Centerville congregation 
since 1989. The McDonald family owns and operates four funeral homes 
in Middle Tennessee. He is past President of the David Lipscomb Univer­
sity Alumni Association and serves on the University Development Coun­
cil. He has also served on the Board of Directors of the Tennessee 
Children's Home. A well-trained motivational speaker, he has addressed 
youth and adult groups throughout the United States. For eleven years 
he was Minister of the Anderson's Bend Church and for eight years was 
Youth Minister at the Centerville congregation. He teaches the young 



A City Set On A Hill 77 

adult Bible class, preaches on occasion, and is actively involved in youth 
activities and summer camp at Meribah. 

WAYNE QUALLS has been an elder of the congregation since 1989. 
He is a highly-respected educator, formerly Commissioner of Education 
for the State of Tennessee, School Superintendent in Hickman County 
eleven years, President of the Tennessee Organization of School Superin­
tendents, and presently a Director of the Tennessee Board of Regents 
which oversees the forty-six school University of Tennessee system. He 
has preached widely and served for many years as Educational Director 
of the Centerville Church of Christ. He regularly teaches young adults 
and is involved in all the activities of the Church. 

ALFRED WILLIAMS is owner of Printing Unlimited, an office supply 
and printing establishment in Centerville. He has served as an elder since 
1991. Prior to his move to this city, he was an elder of the West Nashville 
Heights congregation in Nashville. He has served the congregation as a 
Bible teacher, Sunday School Supervisor, Director of the Bus Ministry, 
and an active promoter of evangelism. He and his wife have opened their 
home to several foster children through the years. 

DEACONS DEVOTED TO DUlY 

The Centerville Church has been favored through the years with compe­
tent, consecrated men who are servants of the congregation. The deacons 
in 1995 are as follows: Charles Arnold, Alan Bates, Byron Bates, Fred 
Bowman, Robert Bowman, Steve Chapman, Don Chessor, Lamar Ches­
sor, Wayne Chessor, Eric Coleman, George E. Dotson, Roger Dotson, 
Daniel Dressler, Jack Durham, Lonnie Gilliam, Joe Harper, Dr. B. L. 
Holladay, Foy Hudgins, Elton Johnson, Edward Loveless, Mike Maples, 
Ward Mayberry, Willie Powers, Delbert Roder, Sewell Sawyer, Bill Skel­
ton, David Talley, Len Womack, and Bryan Woods. These brethren are 
involved in the day-tcx\ay activities of the church and make possible to a 
great degree the progress which is enjoyed. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Serving on the Staff in 1995 are: Paul Rogers, Minister; Greg Vander­
veer, Youth Minister; Annis Womack and Ruth Reece, Secretaries; Jean 
Qualls, Educational Coordinator; Paula Vanderveer, Day School Director; 
Phil Griggs and J. T. Bates, Maintenance Engineers. Each person performs 
faithfully his or her tasks, making possible the extensive schedule of activi­
ties presently underway. They labor to fulfill the Biblical mandate, "For 
the equipping of the saints, for the work of ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ" (Ephesians 4: 12). 



11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111I1111111IIIIIilllllllll!!!!!III/III;III!!! 
WM.WALKER ~ (COPIEO'FROM OLD DEED BOOK 5, PAGE 443) 
TO)OEEO I fO,R AND IN CONSIDERATION OF THE INTRES1!FEEL IN SPRUOING lHE GOS-
TRUSTEES OF CHRISTIAN. p,~ &P£LIGION'OF OUR SAVIOR JESSUS CHRIST AND E~CONVoYING lHE WOR­

CHURCH , CENTREV ILLE. I SHI "~U(j(J I flO ItERBY TRANSF.[R AND CONVEY TO J. >i.MOORE, J. I .. CUNN I N­

~ILEO FOR RECORO 1 l!i~lAi,JOHN NI.CKS SR.T.J.II'ALKER,N:lO LON WAlKER,.TRUSTEES ItF THE CHRIS­
NOV. 12, IB73, AT l,P~ I ,..,.S CtltJRCIt AT CnrrERVILLE Ix THEIR SUCCESSORS .11'1 OFFICE FOREVER THE 
E.G.THOMPSON,O.REG. fi!lLl.O"·ING DESCRIBED FRACTIONAL PARt OF TOWN LOT NO.1 IN THE TOYIN 
111111111!IIIIIIIII/,1 (I, r.rNT£flVILLE BEING A PORTION OF··THE LOT UPON WHICH THE RESEOINC[ 
LEONEOAS WALKER .S SITU/.TED BEG I 1111 NG ON MAl N "'HERE I TIS I NTERSECTEDBY ANOTHER STREET 

RIINI NG NORTH AND SIlUTti DESI GNATED IN THE PLANOF CENTERVI LLE AS. STREET RUNES NORTH 'iiI TH 

SAID STREET 52 FE£T TD A SlAKE THENCE YlrST 35 FEET TO A STAKE, THENCE SOUTH 52 FEET TO MAIN 
STREEl' THENCE 35 Fl:£T·WlTH SAIU STREET TO THE BEGIHING,SAIO FRACTIOIIAL LOT JS DONATED FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF HAVING tlOUSE (If" WORSHIP BUILT UPON IT FOR THE CHRISTI AN CHURCH, TO HAVE ANIJ TO 

1j0LO THE SMI£ TO J.+I.N[)DRE. J. lit,. CUNNI NGH""', JOlt"! I'll CKS, T. J. WALKER, AND LON V"ALKER, TRUSTEE ANa 
THEI R SUCCESSORS IN DH'I.C~ f"(IHlVER, I COVENANT 'ANO AGRE~ FOR MY SELF AND HEIRS TO II.·ARRINT AND 

AlliO DEFEND THE TI TLE TD l'tlE SM 0 FRACTlONI.L TOWtf tOT TO J. H.MOORE, J. A. CUNNI "!GHMI, JOt1"! NI CKS 5 

T.J.WAlKER,b: LON WIU.K£~Tr.usnE AND 'rflUB SUCCESSORS AGAINST THE LAWFUL CLAIMS OF ALL PERSOIlS 
WHAT EVER WI TNE6S UY "'..No. 1111 S 8 DAY QF NOVEMBER 1873. 11M. WALKER 

~lATE OF TENNESSEE, HICKMAN COUNTY. 

?ERSONALLY APPEARE~ BtEORE ME JMlES O.EASLEY,CLERK OF THE COUNTY COURT OF SAID COUNTY,THE 

WITHIN NA~EO BORGAINOR ~ILLtAM WALKER WITH WHOM I AM PERSONALLY ACQUAINTED AND ACKNO"'~EOGE 
THE EXECUTION OF THE ATTACtlEO INSTERMENT,FOR THE PURPOS ' S THEIRI"! CONTAINED. 

WITNESS MY HAND AT OFFICE, '" CENTERVILLE THIS 8 DAY OF NOVEMBER 1973. J.O.EASLY CLERK 
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Day School 

Byron Bates, Wayne Qualls 

Bible Teachers, 1980 
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Camp Meribah 
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Youth For Christ 
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Tulipwood ... 

Groundbreaking Ceremony, 1980 

Housing for the elderly and handicapped 
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Vacation Bible School 
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Vacation Bible School, Late 1950's 

1966 Church Building 

Homecoming Crowd 
































































































































































