
Early Restoration In America



Reasons To Study 
Church History

ÅHelps Us Learn From The Mistakes Of The 
Past And Avoid Them

ÅTo Build Upon Their Successes, So We 
Can Grow From Them

ÅHelps Us Appreciate The Lordôs Church



Movements Independent Of 
Campbell & Stone

üTo Some Campbell & Stone Are Credited 
With Beginning Restoration

üSome Predate These Men In Restoring New 
Testament Christianity

üThe Religious Freedom That This Country 
Was Built On Allowed Anyone With A Bible 
To Search The Scriptures And Obey Them



Earliest Restorers



ÅBorn In Lyme, 
Connecticut, 
June 17, 1769

Å His Father Was 
Baptist & Mother A 
Congregationalist

ÅAt 8yrs. Sprinkled
ÅBroke With 

Sandamanian 
Congregationalists 
In New England

Å1789 Immersed A 
Baptist

ÅWent Into 
Universalism Three 
Times Over The 
Course Of His Life

ÅGave It Up By 
1826

Å 1802 ïTaught 
That We Should 
Be Only Christians

New England



Elias Smith

ÅBegan Journal In 1808 ï
Herald Of Gospel Liberty, Later 
Called The Gospel Proclaimer

Å1810 ïStarted Christian 
Church Woodstock, VT

Å360 Baptisms Within A 
Short Time

ÅMet In Woodstock 
Courthouse

ÅNever Heard Of Campbell Or 
Stone



Å Moved From Mass. When 
He Was 8 Yrs. Old To 
Vermont

Å 1793 Baptized Into 
Baptist Church, 
Woodstock, VT

Å Began To Preach 1801, 
Age 29

Å Began Planning At 21

Å Studied His Bible On 
His Own

Å Found Baptist To Be 
Unauthorized Name

Å Should Be A Christian 
Only

Å Organized 1st Free 
Christian Church In New 
England

Å Denied Calvinism And 
Branded As Heretic By 
Free-Will Baptists

New England

Å Studied And Practiced 
Medicine For Many 
Years

Å Mastered Hebrew, 
Latin & Greek 
Grammars

Å Started Christian 
Churches In Vermont, 
New Hampshire & 
Salem, Massachusetts



üBorn In Ireland

üMoved To America At A 
Young Age

üFell Under Influence Of 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church

üOrdained A Methodist 
Preacher And Circuit Rider

üOôKelleyôs Concerns

ÁDidnôt Like One Man 

Being Placed Over The 

Church

ÁThought Circuit Riders 

Should Go Where They 

Felt The Need

James OôKelley



OôKelley Leaves Methodism
Å By 1792 ïOther Than Francis Asbury, OôKelley Was 

Probably The Most Influential Preacher Among 
Methodists

ÅIn 1789 ïHe Had Written Essays On Negro 
Slavery

ÅHe Was A Personal Friend To Thomas Jefferson

ÅHad Addressed & Preached Before The U.S. 
Congress

Å December 24, 1792 ïAwkward Conference Of 
Methodist ïMade Two Suggestions

ÅIf Circuit Riders Did Not Like Their Assigned 
Circuit, They Could Appeal To The Conference For 
Change

ÅProposed That The Bible Be Taken As Final 
Authority In All Doctrinal Matters

ÅNeither Were Accepted



OôKelley Leaves Methodism
V Broke With Methodists With Many Followers

V They Called Themselves Republican (Free) Methodists

V August 4, 1794 ïAt A Meeting At ñOld Lebanonò Surry 

County, Virginia A Momentous Event Took Place

V At The Suggestion Of Rice Haggard They Took The 

Name ñChristianò Only And Determined To Go Back To 

The Bible



Christian Movement In Virginia 
& North CarolinaÅ Marked A Coming 

Together Of The 
Smith, OôKelley & 
Jones Movements

ÅOôKelley Lived Near 

Durham, North 

Carolina And Planted 

Christian Churches

Å His Beliefs

ÅLordôs Supper On 

1st Day Of Week

ÅCollection ïFree-

Will Offering

ÅSinging, 

Preaching, 

Praying

ÅFailed At Baptism



An Indiana Movement
Å John Wright Was A Member Of A German Free-Will 

Baptist Group

ÅKnown As ñDunkersò ïGerman For ñImmersersò

ÅBegan Comparing Baptist Doctrine To Baptist 
Doctrine And Found Discrepancies

ÅWhen Comparing Baptist Doctrine To Scripture, 
Found Discrepancies

Å Taught That The Bible Was All-Sufficient For Faith & 
Practice

Å The Lordôs Supper Should Be Taken On The 1st Day Of 
Every Week

Å Thought Baptism Was Essential To Eternal Salvation, 
But Not For Forgiveness Of Sins ïLater Changed This 
Belief

Å His Actions: Took 16 Baptist Churches Away From 
Baptists Near Salem, Indiana

Å In All This He Had Never Heard Of Alexander Campbell



Movements Independent Of 
Stone & Campbell  Part II



A Virginia 
Movement

ÅBorn In Massachusetts  In 1809

ÅEarly Influence Of Methodists Who Taught 
One Must Have A Holy Spirit Experience

ÅHis Study Found H. Sp. Worked Only 
Through The Word Of God

ÅBaptized By Landon Duncan Dec. 11, 1830

Å1831 Medical Studied, Became A Doctor

ÅPreached His 1st Sermon On Baptism

ÅOrganized A Church After The Ancient 
Order In Catawba, Craig County, 1833

ÅBy 1836 He Had Planted Six Churches

ÅFollowers Called Bullardites

ÅMoved to Snowville, Montgomery County, 
Snowville Church Became Known As ñLittle 
Jerusalemò Of S.W. Virginia

ÅNever Heard Of The Campbells Until 1839 
Finding Their Teaching Similar To His

ÅPreached 60 Years & Baptized 8000-10,000



An Alabama 
Movement

Before 1826

ÅAlabama Became A State In 1819

ÅHe Was Reared In The Baptist 
Faith

ÅHad Trouble With Scripture & 
Baptist Doctrine

ÅHe Wanted To Be Baptized For 
Remission Of Sins
ïFound A Baptist Minister Who 

Nervously Consenting To Baptize Him 
For Remission Of Sin

ÅBegan Preaching After The Ancient 
Order In Lauderdale/Colbert 
/Franklin Counties, Alabama

ÅNever Heard Of Alexander 
Campbell

ÅSaid He Found His Doctrine From 
The Word Of God




