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Is The Church lndispensible To Christianty? 
By E. V. SRYGLEY, JR. 

Macon Preachers 
Recently, on a TV panel discussion origi

nating· in Macon, Georgia, several preachers dis
cussed this question: Is the church indispensible 

to Christianity? 
In this article the reader is 

invited to examine material 
Jertinent to this question. 

Which Church? 
The aforementioned panel 

members agreed that by the 
term "church" they meant the 
"church on the corner," or the 
local denomination. 

Or, in other words, these 
men were asking whether the Baptist Church, 
or Methodist Church, etc., was absolutely neces
sary to the life of Christianity. 

The Real Issue 
.Actually, the real issue involved here is not 

whether or not Christianity can live without 
these churches, but whether or not Christianity 
can live WITH them. 

The question asked by the Macon preachers 
impli es their assumption that all denominations 
have a perfect right to exist. 

However, this assumption is entirely unwar
ranted and wholly without Bible proof. The man 
does not live who can justify by the Bible a 
division of professed Christians into dififerent 
churches. 

To the contrary, 1 Cor. 1 :10-13 positively 
condemns what we know today as denomina
tional Christianity. 

The New Testament Church 
It can be affirmed without fear of contra

diction that the New 'l'estament church IS in
dispensible to the life of Christianity. 

It would be impossible to have Christianity 
without the church because Christians .ARE 
THE CHURCH. See in this regard such pas
sages as .Acts 2 :47; Eph. 5 :23; 1 Cor. 12 :27; 
Heb . 3 :6. 

What Is It? 

Someone is sure to ask, '' But what is the 
New rrestament church f '' 

It is odd and unfortunate that whenever the 
term "church" is used, the minds of most people 
are confused. 

Why should this be true of the term 
"church" when it is not true of other Bible 
wordsf 

I£ neighbors are discussing the goodness of 
God does another who is a believer come along 
and ask, '' But which God are you talking 
about1'' 

.And even if a skeptic should ask, '' Which 
God 1 '' the reply would be, without any indica
tion of confusion, '' The Bible God.'' 

Is there any misunderstanding among be
lievers in the Bible when people speak of the 
New Testament Jesus or of the New Testament 
Spirit 1 

'ro the contrary, people grasp immediately 
the necessity of maintaining the concept of God, 
of Christ, and of the Spirit, that is pre sented 
in the writings of the apostles and inspired men. 

What About the Church? 
Therefore, since the meaning is perfectly 

clear when we speak of the New Testament God, 
or Jesus, or Spirit, why can't we, with equal 
ease, understand what is meant by the New 
Testament church? 

If the New Testament God means the God 
presented in the New Testament, then what 
would the New Testament church mean 1 

.And if our concept of God must be exactly 
what it was in the mind of Paul, then why must 
not my concept of the church be exactly what 
it was in the mind of Paul 1 

Why will people hold today the Bible view 
of God and yet steadfastly refuse today the 
Bible view of the church? 

If today we believe in the Bible Jesus can't 
If today we believe in the Bible Jesus can't 

church f ' 
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:Jhe .JJenlil'I 
By Pervie Nichols 

Th ere are more than two hundred-fifty dif
ferent religious bodies in .America alone. Each 
claims to be the church of Christ, or a denomi
nation of the church of Christ. Is Jesus the 
author of all these churches f Diel He establish 

them 1 The church of Christ 
was built hundreds of years be
fore these denominations were 
started. Is that church in exist
ence today 1 If so, is it possible 
to identi-fy it amid the conflict
ing voices of these denomina
tional churches around us 1 

Since every counterfeit is an 
imitation of something genuine, 
,omewhere there must be a true 

PERVIE NICHOLS 3hurch that men have perverted 
in making their counterfeit churches. When 
Moses was about to make the ta:,bernacle, God ad
monished him to '' make all things according to 
the pattern showed to thee in the mount.'' (Heb. 
8 :5) . Even so, the church of Christ, the anti-type 
of the tabernacle, was built according to the 
Lord's specifications. The first church of Christ 
ever built is the true church; it is th e pattern by 
which all other congregations are to be fashioned. 

.All denominations possess certain qualities 
which distinguish them from each other. .And 
to properly identify them one must consult 
their respective creeds, manuals, disciplines, 
catechisms and articles of faith which describe 
them. Likewise, the New Testament church has 
marks which identify it. But its divine charac
teristics can be found only in the Holy Scrip
ture s. Hence, to learn of that church one must 
consult the New Testament. It describes the 
church which existed in the first century as 
plainly as any modern denomination is described 
in its creed or manual! 

But one who knows nothing 0£ the descrip-

tion of that church cannot recognize it, even if 
it exists in his community. Therefore, to be able 
to properly identify the church of the New 
Testa ment one must become familiar with its 
identification marks . 

Let us honestly consider some divine quali
ties of that church and compare it with the re
ligious bodies about us. To be of divine origin 
they miist possess the marks of the church re
vealed in the Bible. If they are different, only 
false doctrine and sin can account for the 
difference. 

FOUNDATION 

When Jesus asked His disciples: "But whom 
say ye that I am 1 '', Peter answered, '' Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God. '' Then 
Christ said, '' .And I say also unto thee, that 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church ... " (Matt. 16 :15-18). The Greek 
for "Peter" is petros (masculine gender, frag
ment of rock); the word "rock" is petra (femi
nine gender, a bedrock, a ledge of rock). The 
church is not built upon Peter (fragment of 
rock) ; it is built upon the solid ledge of rock, 
the unshakable truth expressed in Peter's con
fession : ' ' Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." (Matt. 16 :16). 

God promised to '' lay in Zion for a founda
tion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner
stone, a sure foundation . . . " (Isa. 28 :16). 
Peter applied this prophecy to Christ (I Pet. 
2 :6-8). He also said that Jesus "is the stone 
which was set at nought of you builders, which 
is become the head of the corner." (Acts 4 :11). 
Paul said, '' Other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." (I Cor. 
3 :11). ( See also Matt. 21 :42; Mk. 12 :10; Eph. 
2 :18-22.) So Christ is the foundation of the 
church. Therefore, any religious body that claims 
Peter or any other human as its foundation is 
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not the New 'l'estament church. 
The church of Christ today possesses this 

mark of divine origin. 

BUILDER 
Jehovah said, '' Behold the man whose name 

is The BRANCH; and he sha ll grow up out of 
his place, and he shall build the temple of the 
Lord" (Zech. 6 :12). '"l'he BRANCH" is Christ 
( Isa . 11 :l-2; J er. 23 :5) . "The temple of the 
Lord" is the church of Christ (l Cor. l :2, 3 :16, 
12 :27; 2 Cor. 6 :16; Eph. 1 :22-23). Hence, Christ 
was to build the church . He said, '' ... I will 
could not be the church of the Bible. 
quently did build it. Therefore, a church built 
by Luther, Calvin, Wesley, or some other man, 
could be the church of the Bible. 

v\Those church (lid the Lord build 1 Jesus 
built His church. Said He, '' I will build my 
church." (Matt. 16:18) . He purchased the ma
terial with His own blood. (Acts 20 :28-R.V.; 
Eph. 5 :25). It is "His Body" (Eph. 1 :22-23). 
Since He and the Father are united (Jno. 
17 :10), the church also belongs to God (Gal. 
1 :13). So it is neither "my church" nor "your 
church .'' 

How many cJwrches dicl J esus bilild 1 He 
built only one, for He said, ,., I will build my 
churc h" (singular in number) (Matt. 16 :18). 
Th e church is the "body of Christ" (I Cor. 
12 :27 ; Eph. l :22; Col. 1 :18) . 'l'he apostle who 
said there is '' one God'' also said, '' Th ere is 
one body" (Eph. 4 :3-6), and "but one body" 
(I Cor. 12 :20). No one would be so ridiculous 
as to affirm that Chr ist had a . plurality of 
physica l bodies . And it' s just as absurd to assert 
that Christ has a plurality of spiritua l bodies 
(churches) over which He is head! Th ere is but 
one kingdom of God on earth; but one church 
over which Christ is head; but one body of 
Christ. (Rom . 12:4-5; I Cor.12:20; Eph. 4:3-6). 

Of course the New Testament does mention 
severa l congregations which were '' churches of 
Christ" (Rom. 16 :16), and "churches of God" 
(I Cor. 11 :16). But these were alike in faith, 
nam e, doctrine and practice; they were not de
nominations. A denomination is a religious body 
larg er than a loc al church or congregation, yet 
smaller than the body of Christ, which includes 
all Christians . Jesus did not build denomina
tions; He built His church. 

The church of Christ today is patterned after 
the church Jesus built. 

BIRTHDAY 
l. Christ did not build His church during 

the lifetim e of John the Baptist . We read of 
John's death in Matthew 14. After John's death 
J esus said, "I will build my church" (Matt. 
16 :18). He did not say, '' I hcive built my 
church," or, "I am now btlilcling my church." 
"I will build" is future tense. 

2. J eslis did not build His church before 
His death . He, as the foundation, had to be
come '' a tried stone'' before being laid in Zion. 
(Isa . 28 :16). He became the ''tried stone" when 
He stood the supreme test in His death, burial 
and resurrection, thus proving Himself to be the 
Son of Goel with power. (Rom. 1 :4). The church 
could not have been built before these events 
occurred. 

When clid the Lorcl establis h His chiwch or 
lcingclom 1 It was esta bli shed on the day of 
Penteco::;t following the ascension of Chri st. 

l. Before His ascension Jesus promised to 
send His apost les "power from on high" (Lk. 
24 :46-49; J no. 16 :13; Acts 1 :8). And I-Ie said 
the kingdom would come with this power. (Mk. 
9 :1). Since the apostles received this po'.ver of 
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost after Chnst as
cended (Acts 2 :1-4), the church or kingdom was 
estab li shed at that time. 

2. Before Pentecost inspired men referred 
to th:e church or kingdom as being in the futur e. 
(Isa. 2 :2-3; Dan. 2 :44; Micah 4 :l-13; Matt. 
3 :1-3, 4 :17, 16 :18; Mk. 15 :43; Lk. 22 :18, 23 :42; 
Acts 1 :5-9.) After that day it is always spoken 
of as being in existence. (Acts. 20 :28; I Cor. 
1 :2 ; Eph. 5 :23; Col. 1 :13; I 'l'im. 3 :14-15; Heb. 
12 :28; Rev. 1 :9). 

3. On Pentecost about three thousand were 
added to the church, and the Lord added to it 
daily those bein g saved . (Acts 2 :36-~7). Since 
the church is the kingdom of Christ (Matt. 
16 :18-19), those added to the church were in
ducted into the kingdom. Paul said the Colos
sians were saved, thus added to the church 
(Eph. 1 :22-23, 5 :30; Col. 1 :1-5), yet they were 
indu cted into the kingdom. (Col. 1:13-14) . The 
apostle John vrns in the church (I Cor. 12 :28) , 
and said he was in the kingdom. (Rev. l :9). 
Hence, on Pentecost and thereafter people were 
inducted into the churc h or kingdom. 

Th e clay of Pentecost (A.D. 33) is the birth
day of the New Testament church . Therefore, 
any chur ch whose birthday is either before or 
after that elate cannot be the church Jesus built. 

'l'he church of Christ today possesses this 
mark of divinity. 

PLACE OF BIRTH 
v\There was the churc h first esta blished 1 Goel 

said '' I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies : 
lVIy 

1

hou se shall be built in it" (Zech. l :16). 
' Goel 's house is the church ( I Tim. 3 :15). Hence, 

the church was to begin in Jerusalem (Zion). 
(Isa. 2 :l-4; Micah 4 :1-4). 

l. The foundation of the church was laid 
in Zion (Jerusalem) (Isa. 28 :16). The church 
was built upon its foundation in Jerusalem. 

2. The church, or kingdom, and the promised 
' ' power from on high'' were to come together. 
(lVIk. 9 :1). Th e "power" came to the apostles 
in Jerusalem. (Lk. 24 :46-49; Acts 2 :1-4). There
fore, the church (kingdom) came "with" the 
power, and thus was born in Jerusalem. Any 
church that began in Rome, England, America 
or any place other than Jerusalem, is not the 
church of Christ. 

The church of Christ today originated in 
Jerusalem. 

DESIGNATIONS 
Terms referring to the church are used in 

both the genera l and local sense . All Christians 
constitute the church in the genera l sense; dif
fer ent congregat ions of Christians compose th e 
churches in the local sense. 

l. In the general sense the church has a num
ber of designations. Jesus called it" my church," 
"the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 16 :18-19), and 

~ ,. " 
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THE TRUTH 

Some Reason Why Christ's Church Could Not 

Have Existed Before Christ's Death, Burial, 

Resurrection, and Ascension into Heaven. 
By L. E. Wishum 

It Would Have Been Without Head 

Since th~ church is the body of Christ ( Col. 1 :18), 
it cou~cl J'.\0t exist, as a body, without a head. Jesus 
became head of his church when he sat clown at the 
right hand of the Father in Heaven. (Ep . 1 :20-23). 
When Jolin 's head was separated from his body, he 
died . (Mt. 14 :10-12). I give the above case to simply 
remind you that a bady cannot live without a head. 

It Would Have Been Without Blood 

Jesus 's blood was poured out in his death on the 
cross . ( J no. 19 :34). By his blood we are saved from 
our sins. (Rev. 1 :5,6). Apart from blood there is no 
remission. (Heb . 9 :22) . He also purchased the church 
with his blood. (Acts 20 :28). Therefore: if the church, 
or body, existed before the death of Christ, it existed 
without blood. It would have had all manner of sin in 
it , for there was not any blood to cleanse it. (Heb. 
10 :'±; Eph. 5 :26, 26). 

It Would Have Been Without Law To Govern It 

Christ's law did not come into effect until after 
his death. (Heb. 9 :16,17). An institution like the 
church cannot · exist without some law to govern it. 
The Old 'l'estament did not govern it, and even if it 
had, it was abolished at the cross. (Eph. 2 :15). When 
you blot out the laws that govern an institution you 
kill the institution. The Old 'l'estament law was 
blotted out and nailed to the cross. ( Col. 2 :14). 
'l'herefore, if a chur ch had been in existence during 
the time of the Old 'l'estament, it would have ceased 
to exist when the law ceased to be in force. 

It Would Have Been Without Husband 

'l'he church of Christ is referred to as His Bride. 
(Jno. 3 :28-30) . The same relationship that exists be
tween hu sband and wife is said to exist between 
Christ and his church . (Eph. 5 :22-23). Neither John, 
nor any oth er man, claimed to be head, or husband, 
of any church before the death of Christ. Christ be
came husband when he became head. (Eph. 1 :20-23); 
5 :22-33). 

It Would Have Been Without Spirit 

CONCLUSION: If Christ's church existed before 
his death, burial, resurrection, and ascension into 
heaven-it was a HEADLESS, BLOODLESS, 
SPIRITLESS, L AWL E S S, HUSBANDLESS, 
DEAD WIDOW. I ask you, "Could a body exist in 
the above described condition???'' 
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20 :28-31; 2 'fhes. 2 :3-12; 1 Tim. 4 :1-4; 2 Tim. 
3 :1-5, 4 :1-4; 2 Pet. 2 :1-3; 1 Jno . 2 :18-19; 2 Jno. 
9 ; Jude 4) . Church history confirms the fulfill
ment of the se prophecies; the church did largely 
fall away from the apostolic doctrine and 
practice. 

It is not necessary to "rattl e" an unbrok en 
rhain uf suc,;ession from apostolic days in 
order to have a New 'festament church. For 
example, if ther e were watermelons in Cali
fornia but non e in Florida, and one desired to 
grow waterm elon s in Florida, is it necessary to 
grow a wat er melon vine all the way from Cali
fornia to Florida ? No! All one needs to do is 
to take the watermelon seed from California and 
plant it in Florid a, and giv~ it ·proper conditions 
of growth. The life is ,in the seed. 

Even so, we have tJie :word of God, whicl;i is 
the seed of the kingdom (Matt. 13 :19; Lk. 
8 :10-12). It is living and active and able to save 
(Rom. 1 :16; Heb. 4 :12; Ja s. 1 :18-21; 1 Pet. 
1 :22-25). All that is needed to have a New 
Testament congregation now is to sow the gospe l 
seed, which when received into good . and honest 
hearts, believed and obeyed, will produce Chris
tians onlu ancl New Testam ent congregntions . 
Those who carried . the gospel seed from the 
Jerusalem church (the first congregation) to · 
other places, and planted congr egat ion s (Acts 
8 :1-5, 18 :1-6; 1 Cor. 1 :1-6), wer e only repro
ducing the church as it was wh en first built by 
Christ. 

Each congregation produced now by hearing 
and doing the sayings of Christ (Matt . 7 :13-26) 
is the true church, even thoug·h another like it 
could not be found in history for hundreds of 
years. Wh eat, thousands of years · old , has been 
taken out of the tombs of some of the Pharaohs. 
'l'hese seeds had not changed; they produced 
wheat when planted and cultivated. Likewise, 
God's word will produce Chi·is'tians and congre
gations as in the first century when planted in 
the hearts of sinners and cultivated. 

Dear r eader, you 'are urged to make an · 
honest investigation . Com1)are the churches of 
today with these divine marks of th e New Testa
ment church. Remember, any church that is 
minus the se marks of id entity is not of scrip
tural origin. If you find a church ·with these 
divine characteristics, you have found the true 
church. One who makes an honest inve stigation 
will discover that the ·church of Christ today 
possesses th ese marks of divinity . Ther efore, it 
is the New 'festament church. · · 

Are you a member of the Lord's church? 
If not, now that you know the truth, you are 
urged to obey it so as to be saved and added by 
the Lord to His church, the New Testament 
church, the church of Christ. (Mk. 16 :15-16; 
Acts 2 :36-47, 8 :36-39, 18 :8; Rom. 6 :16-18). 
Then work and worship only with a congrega
tion like thos0 in the Bible. 

Any member of the church of Christ will 
gladly assist y ou in obeying the truth. Why not 
ubey the gospel and be saved today? Tomorrow 
may be too late (Heb. 3 :7-8; Rom. 2 :8-9; 2 Tim. 
1 :7-9) . "Procm stinntion is the thi ef of time" 
. .. nncl of soiils ! ! ! 

SERMON OUTLINE 
REMEMBER 

By SAM BINKLEY 

INTRODUCTON: 
'fhe book of Ecclesiastes sho,vs it is vain to 

seek happines s throug·h the things of the world. 
Gradual decay of faculties and hard ness of heart 
through deceitfu ln ess of sin show we should re
member our Creator in youth. 
DISCUSSION: 
I. Remember: Whom? "Thy Creator." 

A. Man ha s a creator. 
l. Man is a dependent creature. Gen. 3 :19. 
2. Goel is the Creator. 

(a) Gen . 1 :1; Ex. 20 :11; Psa. 124 :8; 
Isa. 40 :28. 

(b) God created man. Gen. l :26, 2 :7; 
Deut. 4 :32; Psa. 100 :3; Acts 17 :25, 
26, 28. 

(c) God created man through Christ. 
Jno. l :l; Col. l :16. 

B. It is possibl e for man to forget God. 
l. Man knew God befor e sin. Gen. 3 :24. 
2. Moses feared for Israel. Dent. 6 :12. 
3. Result of forgetting God. Psa. 9 :17. 
4. Guard against this. Isa. 59 :2; Heb. 

. 3 :12. 
C. Man ne eds to remember God. 

l. We remember kindness from fri end .. 
2. Should .consider benefits from Creator. 

II. Remember: How? 
A. By thinking . of His person. 

l. 'f .he wicked do not. Psa. 10 :4. 
.. 2. Th e good do. Psa. 63 :6. 

B . . By reflecting on His character. 
l. Attributes . of holiness, loving-kindness, 

faithfulness, truth, wisdom, and justice. 
C. By acknowledging Hi s goodness. 

l. Giver of every good gift . Jas. l :17. 
2. Be thankful for gift of His Son. 

D. By meditatin g on His word. 
l. 2 Pet. l :3; 2 Tim. 3 :16, 17. 
2. Meditate day and night. Psa. 1 :2. 
3. Israel counted His law a strange thing. 

Hos. 8 :12. 
E. By keep in g His commandments. 

. l. Christ overcame temptation with Scrip
ture. Mt. 4 :l-11. 

2. Jn. 14 :15, 15 :14; Mt. 7 :21; H eb. 5 :8-9. 
fll. Remember: When? 
A. In the days of thy youth. TEXT. 

l. · Deut. 31 :13. Children learn to fear. 
2. rsa. 34 :11. '' Come ye children ... '' 
3. Matt. 6 :33. 

ll But not th en only. 
lV. Remember: Why? 
A. Wh y remember our Creator? 

l." 1-Ie is worthy of being remembered. 
2. 'l'lie fact that He is Creator entitles Him 

to be remembered. 
3: Must, to be happ y h ere and Raved here

aftei;. 
4. Man is prone to forget God. 

B. Why remember Him in youth? 
· l. Shol1ld spend lif e in service to God. 
2. Youth time to form habits. Prov. 22 :6. 
3. Ea sier to remember Him then. 
4. If God is not iemembered in youth he is 
apt to · be forgotten in old age. 

I • 
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'' my kingdom'' ( J no. 18 :36). It is also called 
'' the kingdom of God's dear Son'' ( Col. l :13), 
"the body of Christ" (I Cor. 12 :27), "His 
body" ( Eph. l :22), "the hou se of God" ( I Tim. 
3 :5-15), "the church of God" (I Cor. 10 :32, 
11 :22, 15 :9; Gal. l :13) and the "church" (Eph. 
1 :22-23; Col. l :18). 

2. '\Vhen the church is mentioned in the 
local and plural sense it refer s to the differ ent 
gToups of Christians meeti ng for worship at 
differ ent places. In the local sense we read of 
"the church of God which is at Corinth" (I Cor. 
1:2). (See also Rom. 16:5-1; I Cor . 16:19; Col. 
4 :15; Philemon 2; I Pet . 5 :13). Congregations 
are mentioned in the plural sense as '' Churches 
of God" (I Cor. 11 :16, I 'l'hess. 2 :15; 2 Th ess. 
l :4), "Church es of Christ" (Rom. 16 :16), "the 
churches. of Galatia" ( Gal. l :2) and "the 
churches" (Acts 9 :31, 16 :5). 'fhere are twenty
seven different churches or congregations men
tioned in the New Testament. However, these 
were not different denominations; they all were 
identical in faith, name, doctrine and worship. 

Any church today that wears a name not 
authorized by the Bible is not identical with the 
church revealed in _God's word, hence, cannot 
be of divine origin. 

Churches of Christ today are scriptural in 
name. 

NAME OF MEMBERS 

Members of the early church were children 
of God (Rom. 8 :14-15) . Reg·arding their purity 
of life, they were "saints" (I Cor. l :l-3). As 
learners of Christ they were "disciples" ( Acts 
9 :1, 20-7). In relationship 'to one another, they 
were ''brethren'' ( Gal. 6 :l). 

However, God promised His children a name 
unlike any name ever before worn . (Read Isa. 
56 :5, 62 :2, 65 :15). (l) It was to be a "n ew" 
name (never worn before); (2) a n ew "nnm e" 
( singular in number) ; ( 3) "an everlasting 
name"; (4) to be given in Gocl's h01.ise; (5) to 
be given aft er Gentiles were ·convertecl; (6) Goel 
was lo be it s aitthor. 

God sometim es gave nam es through agents 
(Gen.16:11-19; Matt. 1:21; Lk. 1:13). Hence, 
Saul of 'farsu s (Paul) was chosen to bear this 
"new name" (Acts 9 :l-15) . Afterward Barna
bas went to Tarsus to seek Saul. '' And when he 
had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. 
And it came to pass, that a whole year they as
sembled th emselves with the church, and taught 
much people. And the discipl es were called 
Christians fir st in Antioch" (Acts. 11 :22-26). 

This was in fulfillment of Goel 's promise 
(Isa. 56 :5, 62 :2, 65 :15). (l) A "new" nam e 
was given. (2) It was a "name" (singular in 
number) (l Pet. 4:11-16-R.V.). (3) The name 
"Christinn" is to last till the end of time. ( 4) 
It was given in God's house, the church ( I Tim. 
3:15; Acts 11:26). (5) God's prophetic refer
ence to '' all the nations that are called by my 
name" (Amos 9 :12-R.V.), began to be fulfilled 
at Antioch (Acts. 11 :26, 15 :14-17). The church 

there was the first to be composed of bo_th Jews 
and Gentiles. ( 6) God is the author of that 
"new nnine." 'fh erefore , it was not . gi_ven in 
derision by enemies of . Christianity as some 
people t each . Th e· Greek word "Crematizo," 
rendered ''called'' in Acts 11 :26, means '' to de
clare by an oracle" , and , imp ljes a divine source. 

The name "Christinnu is · mentioned three 
times in the New 'f estament (Acts lJ: :26, 26 :28; 
I Pet. 4 :16). Writers allude to it in Eph. 3 :14, 
Ja s. 2 :7 and I Pet. 4 :14. Every time this name 
is pronounced, the name of Christ, which it in
cludes, is spoken. Hence, it is a "worthy name" 
( J as. 2 :7) ; it is t .he only name in (through) 
which one can glorify God (I Pet: 4 :16-R.V.) ; 
it is the only name to be worn by Christ's bride 
or · church ... To , wear human religious names is 
to promote divi sion, and to be ,carnal and sinful 
(I Cor. l :10-13, 3 .:3:6). 

'l'h e church \ o"f Cli,rist on earth foday rejects 
human nhmes i_n · 1·eligion. _ Being married to 
Christ, it wears His · name. (Rom. 7 :l-6). 

CREED AND DOCTRINE 

The only cr~ed (Latin creclo, I believe) of 
the church -in the first century was belief in 
Christ as the Son of God (Matt. 16 :16; Acts 
8 :37; I Jno. 5 :l); Christ was the object of its 
faith. Its sole rule of faith and practice was the 
::loctrine of Christ (not a human creed or disci
pline). The first human cre'ed was written al
most three hundred years after Jesus built His 
church and gave it the New Testam ent. When 
men became displeased with the doctrine of 
Christ, they met and formed the '' Nicene 
Creed,'' about 325 • A.D . 

II ow clicl the early chu1·cli obfoin the doctrine 
of,Ch ·l'ist ? ,(1) God gave itto CJfrist (Jno. 7 :16, 
8 :28). (2) Jesus -tr:msmit.ted it to His apostles 
(Jno. 17:8-1 4; Gal. l:10 °13). (3) 'l'he apostles 
taug·ht it to the chui.'ch (Matt, 28 :18~20; Jno. 
17 :20-22; Acts 2 :42; I Cor. 2 :12-13, H :22-23, 
14:1-4; 2 Pet. 1:3). (4)' 'l'he Holy Spirit in
spired men to spealt and write the New Testa
ment (Jno. 1426, 16 :13; Rev, 2 and 3). Their 
wri ting·s are "th e commandments of the Lord" 
(I Cor. 14:37 ). (5) 'l'he doctrin e of Christ was 
divinely recorded ·for our guidance in all mat
ters religious. (Jno. 20 :30-31; 2 Pet. 3 :l-4). It 'is 
the c_omplete authority in the Christian religion. 
(2 Tim. 3:16-18). · 

1Vhcd does the 'cloctrine of Christ teach sin
ners to · clo to be savecl?'' They are instructed to 
(1) belie, ie 'iri Christ (Jno. 8 :24 · Acts 16 :30 • 
Rom. 10 :9), (2) . repent 'o'f all sin's (Acts 3 :19: 
17 :30), ( 3) confess faith in Christ (Matt. 10 :32; 
Rom. 10 :9-10), and (4) be baptiz ed in water 
''' unto the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38-R.V.). 
Those who thus obey are saved. "Mourn er's 
bench salvation ,' ' signing decisi0n cards fon
dli~g a "faith-healing" cloth, and relati~g ex
periences as evidence ·of pardon ; are not author-
17,ed by the doctrine of 'Ghi'ist. 

1Vha,t is the clocfrine of· Christ regarding 
water bapti sm? 
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1. As to its necessity, Christ and His apostles 
taught that water baptism is essential to salva
tion. Salvation is in Christ (Eph. 1 :3; 2 Tim . 
2 :10) . But one must be baptized "into Jesus 
Christ" (Rom. 6 :3-6; Gal. 3 :27) in order to 
obtain that salvation which is in Christ. In every 
verse in the New Testament where baptism and 
salvation, or its equivalent, are · mentioned to
gether, baptism is always placed before salva
tion. (See Mk. 16 :16; Acts 2 :38, 22 :16; I Pet. 
3 :21). 

2. The gospel of Christ says that only be
lievers can be scripturally baptiz ed. (Mk . 16 :16; 
Acts 8 :12-39, 18 :8; Rom . 10 :9). Therefore, '' in
fant baptism'' is not taught in the doctrine of 
Christ. 

3. Relative to the "mode" of baptism, the 
New Testament describes it as immersion, a 
planting, a burial (Acts 8 :12-39; Rom. 6 :3-6; 
Col. 2:12). "Baptize" (Greek "baptizo" does 
not mean "sprink le" or "pour." ( See any 
standard Greek Lexicon). Christ, the apostles 
and the church in the first century never taught 
nor practiced sprinkling and pouring for bap
tism. Ther efore, such practices are not author
ized by Christ. 

What is the doctrine of Christ concerning the 
impoi·tance of the chiirch? It teaches that all 
th e save d are in the Lord's church. (1) One 
must be in the church to rest upon Jesus, its 
foundation (I Cor . 3 :11). (2) All the saved are 
added by th e Lord to His church (Acts 2 :36-47). 
Hence, there is no saved person outside of the 
church. (3) One must be in the church (body) 
to be numbered with the saved (I Cor . 12 :27; 
Eph. 1 :22-23, 5 :23). Therefore, to assert that 
one can be a Christian and go to heaven without 
being a member of the Lord's church is to say 
that Jesus shed His precious blood to purchase 
a worthless institution! 

What does the doctrine of Christ instriwt in
dividiwl members of the chiirch to do? They are 
taught to (1) worship regularly (Acts 2 :42, 
20 :7; Heb. 10 :23-27), (2) live godly lives (Tit. 
2:11-14; 2 Pet . 1:4-12), (3) take heed lest they 
fall from gTace and be lost (Jno. 15 :1-7; I Cor. 
10 :12; Gal. 1:12, 5:1-6; Heb. 3:11, 4:1-11), (4) 
rep ent of all sins, confess them and pray for 
forgiveness (Acts 8 :14-25 ; I Jno. 1 :8-10) , and 
(5) beware of false t eachers (Acts 20 :20-31; 
Gal. 1 :1-10; Eph. 4 :14; Col. 2 :20-22; I Tim. 
4 :1-6; I Jno. 4 :1-3; 2 Jno. 9) . 

Th e doctrine of Christ did not originate with 
any man or group . It came from God and is His 
only revelation to man. And no pope, prelate, 
priest ,or anyone else, has the divine right to 
change God's will from that which is written 
(I Cor. 4 :6-10:R.v.). To do so is to be cursed of 
th e Lord ( Gal. 1 :6-10; 2 J no. 9). 

Any church whose creed and doctrin e differs 
from that 01' the New Testam ent cannot be of 
divine origin. 

Th e church of Christ today has Chri st as its 
only creed. And it proposes to teach the doc
trine of Christ ; to speak where the Bible speaks 
and be silent where the Bible is silent. 

WORSHIP 
Although one may worship God on any day 

of the ·week, the Lord has designated a certain 
day upon which Christians are to perform cer
tain acts of worship. That day is not the Sab
bath, ·which was given only to the Jews (Deut. 
5 :15). Goel said the Sabbath would cease (Hosea 
2 :ll ), and tells us when it was to cease (Amos 
8 :5-9). Thi s Script ur e was fulfill ed when Christ 
was crucified (Lk. 23 :44). Th erefore , the law 
and Sabbath ende d at the cross (Eph. 2 :12-27; 
Col. 2 :12-16). 

Th e first day of the week is the clay when 
Christians are to assemble for worship. It is 
"the Lord's clay" (Rev. 1 :10). Jesus arose on 
that day (Jno. 20 :1-9) . Th e Holy Spirit came 
and the church was established on that clay 
(Acts 2 :1-47) . The church of Christ in the first 
century came together for worship on that day 
(Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-3; 1 Cor . 11) . . There is 
no divine record where Christians ever came to
gether to worship on the Sabbath day. 

New Testament church worship consisted of 
the following: (1) Eating the Lord's Supper 
(Matt. 26 :25-30; Lk. 22 :16-26; Acts 2 :42, 20 :7; 
l Cor. 11 :23-26) . (2) Singing and making 
melody in the heart (Eph. 5 :19; Col. 3 :16; Rom. 
15 :9 ; 1 Cor. 14 :15; Heb. 2 :12). Singing is the 
only kind of music authorized in Christian wor
ship. No church in the first century used me
chanica l in struments in its worship. (3) Prayers 
(Acts 2 :42; 1 Tim. 2 :1-8). ( 4) Giving of the 
income as prospered and piirposed (1 Cor. 
16 :l-4; 2 Cor. 9 :7) . The early church g·ave no 
suppers, bazaars, nor used publicity stunts to 
raise money for the church. Such things set 
aside God's plan for financing His kingdom. 
(5) Engaging in a study of God's word (Matt. 
28 :18-20; Acts 2 :42, 20 :7) . 

The members did not come together to enter 
tain, or for display, but to honor God and re
member J esus . They were to worship God in the 
right att itud e and according to the Lord's will 
(Jno. 4:23-24). 

Any changes in this divine worship-the day, 
purpose or items--results in the condemnation 
of those making the change (2 Jon. 9) . A church 
whose worship is not id entical with the worship 
thus set forth is not the New Testament church. 

In its worship the church of Chri st today is 
like the church revealed in the Bible. 

ORGANIZATION 

1. New Testa ment congregations were com
posed of members (Rom. 12 :4-5, 16 :1-3) l Cor. 
12 :27). Local church membership was practiced 
in the first century. 

2. From the local membership qualified men 
were selected and appointed to serve as elders 
(Acts 14:23, 20:17; Tit. 1 :5). These men were 
also called "bishops" (Tit . 1 :5-7), "pa stors" 
(Ept . 4 :11) and "overse ers" ( Acts 20 :28; 1 Pet. 
5 :13). These terms r efer to the same indi
viduals and office. Th ere were two or more 
elders, or bishops, in each congregation (Acts 
20 :17, 14 :23). 'fh erefore, placin g one "bishop" 
over one congregation or more was never au
thorized of God. The responsibility and work 
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of elders in clude the following: (a) Feeding 
(teaching·) the chur ch (Acts 20 :28), (b) guard
ing the flock from false teachers (Acts 20 :28-31; 
Heb. 13 :17), ( c) ruling the congreg·ation as 
examples (not as lords) (Rom. 12 :8; 1 Tim. 
5 :3), and (d) tending the flock, "takin g the 
oversight thereof (1 Pet. 5 :2) . Their qualifica
tion s are li sted in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. 

3. Deacons were appointed to assist the 
eld ers as servants of the congregation. They , like 
other members, worked under the oversight of 
th e eld ers. Their qualifications are listed in 
1 Timothy 3 :8-13. 

The church in the first century contained 
men whose work was temporary in nature. (1) 
There were living apostles (1 Cor . 12 :28), whose 
work was to reveal and confirm the Will and 
Testame nt of Christ (Jno . 16 :33; Mk. 16 :17-20; 
Heb. 2 :1-5). This was accomplished in the first 
century, hence, there is no need for living 
apostles today, and we have none (1 Cor. 4 :9). 
(2) Inspired prophets in the church were only 
temporary (1 Cor . 13 :8-12; 2 Pet . 1 :19). These 
ceased when the New Testament was written. 
(3) The earl y church also contained miracu
lously endow ed men to temporarily guide, pro
tect and instruct the congreirations (1 Cor. 
12 :1-28; Eph. 4 :8-12). These gifts ceased when 
tlrn '' unity of the faith'' was reached-when all 
parts of the New Testame nt were revealed and 
confirmed (1 Cor. 13 :8-13). This was accom
nli shed by the close of the first century. There
fore , there are no miraculously endowed men 
now. The only permanent workers in the church 
were the members, evangelists, elders and dea
corn,. Th ere were no popes, cardinals, patriarchs, 
archbishops, cleans, priests , sub-deacons, etc., ap
pointed in tlie chur ch ,T esus built. Th ese exist 
now without divine authority. 

Th e organization of the church of Christ 
today is patterned after the New Testament 
church. 

GOVERNMENT 
The church of the Bible was not governerl 

by pones, prelates, or priests. Neith er did jt 
make laws for its own g-overnment.. nor select 
representntives by nopu]ar vote . Nor was it a 
limiterl monarchy in which the king hail no 
power to make law s, an d whose pow ers and 
1wivileges were curt ailed. Th e New Trstament 
r.lrnrr,h w::is an a,bsolide rnonarchu. a kingdom 
in which all authority was vested in Christ the 
king-. (Matt. 28 :18-20: Eph. 1 :22-23: Col. 1 :18) . 
,Tesrn; is gnvreme H ead (singular )of His church 
( nol. J :18). He is not "on e" h eail of His church 
anil tl,e none of Rome another. He is tl1e only 
lw:>rl of His church that is mentioned in the 
Bihl0 . IT ence, Goel and Christ never !Yave Peter 
01· :inv man authority to be tl1e "Vicar of 
(;]wist" or " eart hly head " of the New Testa
m0nt drnrch. .All wl10 claim to be such are 
imposters . 

Chnrch es in the first century were 11ot irov
rrned by associations , synods, presiding elders, 
district sunerintenclents. majority vote, councils, 
)r evanr,eli st ic courts; there was no org-anization 
tying one church to another. Nor did one con
greg-::ition have authority over another. Each 

was independent of the others with the right of 
local government. God's wisdom is seen in 
this, for if one church becam e corrupt in doc
trin e and practice and peri shed or digressed, 
others would not be affected or dragged down 
with it. 

Each congregation was governed by elders 
who were to rule under Christ by leading the 
church to obey Him . (Acts 20 :28; 1 Tim. 3 :4-5; 
1 Pet. 5 :1-4). But if the elders demanded that 
the church violate the doctrine of Christ the . ' congregation was to rej ect them and obey God. 
Acts 4:20, 5:27-30). 'l'he church is to obey 
Christ, the King and Ruler, in all things. (Matt. 
17 :5-7; Acts 3 :22-24; 2 Cor. 10 :4-5; Heb. 
5 :8-9). 

Any church with a form of government dif
ferent from the church Jesus built is not of 
divine origin. 

The church of Christ is governed exactly as 
the first century church . 

WORK 
The New Testament church was a body of 

workers called out from the world. ( Col. 3 :15; 
1 P et. 2 :9) . Ultimate salvation of its members 
dep ended upon their work. (1 Cor. 15 :28; Eph. 
2 :10; Phil. 2_:1-12; Heb. 4 :11; Rev . 2 and 3). 

The work of the church included the follow
ing: (1) Pr eaching the gospel (not politics, pa
triotism, etc.) (Matt . 28 :19; Mk. 16 :15; Acts 
8 :1-38; Rom. 1 :14-16; Eph. 3 :5-12). (2) Sup
porting the truth with godly living and contri
but ions (l 'l'im. 3 :14-15; Phil. 1 :27-R.V.; 1 Cor. 
16:1; Rom . 10:10-16). (3) Def ending the truth 
against error (Phil. 1 :17; Jude 3). The Bible 
has no voice of its own with which to defend 
itself when perverted; Christians must defend it. 
( 4) Edifying itself (Matt . 28 :19; Eph. 4 :14-16). 
(5) Comforting, admonishing and encoiiraging 
one another (1 Thess. 4 :13-17, 5 :11-14; Acts 
16 :40). (6) R estoi·ing the erring (Gal. 6 :1; Jas. 
5 :19-20). (7) Helping those in need (Acts 2 :45; 
4 :32-36; J as. 1 :27; Gal. 6 :10) . 

The church Jesus built was sufficient in 
itself to do all of its work. Ther efore , it needed 
no missionary societies, lodges or frat erna l or
ganizations to do its work. God was to be glori
fied through His church (Eph. 3 :21), not some 
human society. The work of. the early church 
was done through the church itself. As indi 
vidual Christians, the members honored Christ 
thi-oiigh that divine institidion! Hence a re
ligious body that does its work through some 
human organization today is not the church 
built by Christ. 

The church of Christ does it work as did the 
early church; it has this divine mark. 

CONCLUSION 
We are nearly two thousand years removed 

from the first congrega tion ever established . 
But we can be just as sure that we have the same 
church today as if we were only a few years 
sep~rated from it . However, it would be a waste 
of time to try to trace a succession of such con
gregations all the way back to the apostles. Jesus 
and His apostles prophesied that the time would 
come when the church would turn away from 
the doctrine of Christ. (Matt. 7 :15-20; Acts 


