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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
l Only churches and individuals receiving bundles are listed) 

ALABAMA 
ASHVILLE-Church of Christ, P.O. Box 134, St. Pi erre H. (Pete) Hoge, Evangelist. 
BANKSTON - Mr. Pat Kirkland, P. 0. Box 92. 
EUFAULA - Orang·e Street Church of Christ, c/o Wyatt Jones, Minister, Box 157. 
FLOMATON-Church of Christ, care Bill Kline, P. 0. Box 218. 
MOBILE - Crichton Church of Christ, G. F. Cauthen, Minister, 304 Union Ave. 
NAUVOO - Macedonia Church of Christ, R.F.D. No. 1, c/o Louie Helton. 
ROBERTSDALE - Church of Christ; Brodie Plyler, Evangelist; General Delivery. 
SYLACAUGA-Church of Christ, 5th and Louisville, Bill Huggins, Minister. 
PLATEAU - Shelton Beach Road Church. R. M. Finch, Jr., 408 Meaher Avenue. 
THEADORE - Cedar Point Chu r ch, B. B. Spince, Rt. 1, Box 286-A; R. M. Finch, Sr 

Minister. 
MONTGOMERY - Panama Street Church of Christ, Rex A. Turner, Minister. 

*** 
FLORIDA 

PENSACOLA - ,Jordan Street Church of Christ, 1213 E. Jordan St., Pervie Nichols, 
Evangelist. 

PENSACOLA - West Hill Church of Christ, T. F. Vaughan, Minister; 1720 West 
La Rua Stn•Pt. 

PENSACOLA-Ensley Church of Christ, care F. B. Hinote, 528 E. 50th St. 
TARPON SPRINGS - Church of Christ, care Thomas Schneider, Riverside Dr. 
FORT WALTON BEACH- Church of Christ, Hollywood Blvd. and Washington St. 
MILTON - Church of Christ, R. W. Buchanan, Minister, 305 Maple Street. 

*** 
GEORGIA 

ATLANTA - West End Church of Christ , 580 Hopkins St., S.W., J. Edward Nowlin, 
Evangelist. 

AMERICUS-Church of Christ, 702 So. Lee St., E. V. Srygley, Jr., Evangelist. 
COLLEGE PARK - :HS Atlanta Street (colored), c/ o John Goodrum, Hamilton 

Avenue ancl 23rd Street. 
EAST POINT-716 South Church Street at Williams Avenue, c/ o E. R. Dean, 106 

Morris Avenue 
FAYETTEVILLE-Church of Christ, Box 221, Alfred D. Brown. 
GAINESVILLE - 537 Academy Street, c/ o Steve Hudgins, Minister, );'. 0. Box 762. 
GORDON - Hardy's Chapel, c/ o F. K. Grinstead, P. 0. Box 2::14. Charles Smith, 

Minister. 
GRIFFIN - North 14th Street, 3½ blocks from Taylor Street (Highway No. 41), 

Horace E. Huggins, Evangelist. 
MACON - Central Church of Christ, 1085 High St., Virgil Richey, Minister. 
MANCHESTER - Church of Christ, Box 94, James W. Shear, Minister. 
OGLETHORPE - Church of Christ, c/ o Doyce Ellis, P. 0. Box 144. 
QUITMAN-Church of Christ. , 
SAVANNAH - 41st Street Church, c/o James M. Tucker, 2408 Texas Avenue; C. A. 

Buffington, Sr., Minister. 
WAYCROSS - Church of Christ, 333 Pineview Drive, Earl Kimbrough, Evangelist. 

*** LOUISIANA 
LAKE PROVIDENCE - Church of Christ. 

*** 
SOUTH CAROLIN A 

WALTERBORO - Church of Christ, c / o J. W. Goldman, Box 176. 
*** 

TEXAS 
SHAMROCK - Shamrock Church of Christ, Wall and Lavill Streets 
--------------------------------
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MONTGOMERY, ALA. II 
Panama Street Church of Christ _; ., 

Radio Program - Wi\lGY 1·
1 

(800 On Your Dial) I 
l\londay thru Saturday 

11 
7:00 A.M. 11 

l{cx A. Turner, Evan::rdist 
1
1 

:! PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 
Brownsville Church of Christ 

Brainard and "X" Streets 
SUNDAY: 

10:00 - 11:00 A.M. _- 7:30 P.M. I 
Clovis Caudle, Evangelist 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 
Oakland Church of Christ 

Ninth Ave. and Creighton Road 
SUNDAY: 

10:00 - 11:00 A.M. - 7:00 . P.M. 

The Bookshelf 
Revised Standard Version, 

-1 

leather ............................................... $10.00 
Revised Version (Nelson) ........ 8.95 
Smith's Bible Dictionary, 

teacher's ed. .............. .............. ...... 3.75 
Cruden's Concordance .......... ...... 2.95 
Roman Catholicirn1 , ,; r I eedom 

(Howard) . .... .... ......... .50 
Churches of 1 ,i<lay 

(Tomlinr--on 1 ....... . ... 2.00 
Must the \ ,>Lrng Die 'l'•Jc>? 

(Sawyer, . . . .... ............. .......... 2.50 
Nichols' fr,rket 8ible 

Entyclop(,dt}\ ... .. . ................. ...... .50 
Bound Volumes 1 and 2, 

Way of Salvation, each ...... 1.00 
Tdentity ,if the New Testament 

"hurch (Nichols), each 10c; 
per 100 ·--------------------------- 4.00 

Drnomir.ational Baptism 
(Nowlin). per 100......... 1.50 

Webster's New Collegiate 
Dictionary .......................... .............. 6.00 

Nichols-Holder Debate ........ 3.00 
Catholicism Against Itself 

(Lambert) ..... ...................... ....... 4.00 
Howard-Pope Debate ............... 2.50 
Seventh-Day Adventism 

Renounced (Can-right) 3.00 
Gospel Advocate Commentaries 

I on the New Testament (ex• 
cept Vol. 12. $4) each . .... ii 00 

GoRnel Radio Sermons, V -1. 1 
(Howard) 2.00 

For all your book and tract needs 
write to: 

WAY OF SALVATION 
1213 E. Jordan St.- Pensacola, Fla. 

• 

.. 1 

•• 
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Thoughts On The Restoration 
E. V. Srygley, Jr. 

MEANING ON TERM 

The common or ordinary meaning of the terms 
"restore" and "restoration" is quite familiar. 
Basically the terms mean "to bring back," or, 
"that which is brought back." 

If an old, Civil War house is to be restored it 
is generally understood that the house is to be 
brought back to its former beauty and t1sefulness. 

A Religious Use 
In the early 19th century Am

erica there occured what usually 
is referred to as the Restoration 
Movement. This awakening in
volved s u c h men as Thomas 

1 .. Campbell ; Alexander Campbell; 
Barton Stone and others. 

These men were striving to re-
3tore New Testament Christianity 
even though they were 1,800 
years beyond it. 

They used the term "restore" exactly as it is 
ordinarily used: that is, they were saying that 
Apostolic Christianity could be brought back to 
the world. 

The work of these men is commonly, but erron
eously, thought to be the origin of the "Church 
of Christ." 

. Possibility 
Some deny the possibility of restoring the New 

Testament church. They insist that the church 
never went out of existence; hence, that it cannot 
be restored. 

However, Campbell and others restored the 
PURITY of the church; not its potential existence. 

The Bible expressly predicts a departure from 
the apostolic PURITY AND PATTERN in I Tim. 

. 4:1 and II Thess. 2:1-12. 
· By Campbell's time the church had . lost its 

identity in a maze of Catholicism, Reformation
ism, and general religious confusion. 

... Planting Seeds 
Occasionally, ancient seeds are discovered. 

Some such wheat seeds were found in an ancient 
Egyptian pyramid. 

Even though the seeds were hundreds of years 
old,, they produced grain when planted. 

It is just that simple and just that certain 
the Word of God, which is the seed of the king
dom, Luke 8 :11, will produce just exactly what it 
produced in the 1st century; namely, New Testa
ment Christianity and the New Testament church. 

Preachers sometimes slyly and reluctantly 
admit this, for they know very well that a man ' 
can be a Christian and never be a Baptist, Meth
odist, or any other kind of "ist." 

Reg uiremen ts 
What does the restoration of primitive Chris

tianity require? 
First, it requires faith in verbal or word inspir

ation of the Bible, I Cor. 2 :13. If the words of the 
New Testament are just expressions of human 
judgement, it is obvious they would set no pat
tern for us. 

A second requirement is the restoration of the 
individual Christian; that is, a Christian such 
as Paul, Peter, or any other New Testament 
Christian. 

A third requirement is the restoration of the 
local assembly or congregation: that is, a con
gregation such as the one in J ersalem of Acts 2. 

A forth requirement is the resoration of the 
unity of the local churches in one body or church 
universal, J no. 17 :20, 21; Eph. 4 :4. 

Difficulties 
Many difficulties hinder the work of restoring 

New Testament Chrisianity. 
The great mass of contradictory doctrines, . all 

purporting to be true, hinders the restoration of . 
the individual Christian through the Bible plaT\ · 
of salvation, Mark 16 :16; Acts 2 :38; Gal. 3 :26. 27 . . 

Innovations into the worship hinder the resto
ration of the local assembly. Such things as foot 
washing; burning of incense, speaking in tongues ; 
etc., etc., are, today, entirely without Bible 
authority, that is, such things a s that in the 
worship of the church. 

The fact that people seem completely unable 
to conceive of anything religious apart from the 
denominational element, makes it difficult to 
restore the unity of all professed Christians in · 
one body or church. 
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Way of Salvation 
Publi shed Monthly at 1213 East Jordan St reet 

· Pensaco la, Florida 
PERVIE NICHOLS - Editor and P ublisher 

*** 
SUJ3SCRIPTION RATES 

Sin gle subsc ri pt ion s, $1.25 per year in adva nce; in 
club s of t en or mor e, $1.00 pe r year in advance; 
50 copie s to one addr ess, $2.00; 100 cop ies to one 
addre ss , $3.75; 1,000 cop ies to one address, $35.00. 
(Full front or back page advertisement free with 
order of 1,000 cop ies) . Above rates appl y only to 
resident s of th e Unit ed States . 

*** 
ADDRESS: 

WAY OF SALVATION 
1213 EA ST JORDAN ST., PENSA COLA, FLORIDA 

*** 
"Second-class mail priv'ileges authorized 

at Pensacola, Florida." 

THE "MOST EXCELLENT WAY" 
Th ere is a super highwa y in Penn sy lvan ia 

which is thought to be the mo st excellent high
way in America. We are told that it was designed 
and constructed by the best en
gineers an d technicians in thi s 
country. This writer and other 
tourists have gone man y mil es 
out of their way in order to trav el 
on this highw ay. 

Now the Bible describes the 
Lord's Highway, the way peop le 
should live. This is the "Most 
exce llent way." Th e apos tl e Pau l 
sa id to the church at Cor in th: 
"And moreover a most excellent PERVIE NicHoL s 

way show I unto you." (1 Cor. 12 :31-R. V.) This 
is the Lord's way. 

Highway of Holine ss 
The Lord's way is a mo st excellent way be

cause it is a hi ghw ay of holine ss . Th e proph et 
Isiah describes this way in these words: "And 
a hi ghw ay shall be there, and a way, and it sha ll 
be called the wa y of holine ss; the uncl ean sh all 
not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the 
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not er r th ere
in. " (Isa . 35 :8). This way sha ll be for +hose 
wh o live r ightou s lives . Th e wicked shall not be 
found on this highw ay . 

Dedicated by the Lord 
Th e Lord' s way is "most excellen t" because it 

was dedicated by the Lord him self. "Havin g 
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the 
hol y place by the blood of Je sus, by the way 
which h e dedicated for us, a new and livin g way, 
throll gh the veil, that is to say, hi s fle sh." (Heb. 
10 :19-20, R.V .) Since this way is dedicat ed or 
consecrated by the blood of Chri st , all who travel 
it have been re deemed by th e blood (Col. 1 :14.) 
All who travel th e Lord's way compose the chur ch 
wh ich Jesus purchased with h is blood (Acts 20: 
28, R.V.) 

Only Way to Eternal Life 
The Lord's way is the only way that lead s to 

eterna l life . J es us said, "E nt er ye in at the str ait 
gate: for wid e is the gate, and broad is t he wa y , 
that leadeth to destruct ion, and many there be 
whi ch go in ther eat : Beca use stra it is the ga te , 
and narrow is the way, whi ch leadeth unto life , 
and few there be that find it." (Matt. 7 :13-13.) 

Since the Lord's way, the narrow way," is the 
only way to heaven, it is the "most exce llent 
way." 

Many False Ways 
· Men have design ed many ways in their effor t s 
to reach heav en witho ut traveling on the King's ~ 
hi ghw ay, th e "mo st exc ellent way," but such 
ways lead only to destruction . Jesus said : "I am 
the way , the t r uth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Fath er , but by me." (Jno . 14 :6.) One 
who tri es to ent er heaven by any other way "is a 
thi ef and a robb er" (Jno. 10 :1). Men 's ways ar e 
contrad icto ry and misleading , but in the "mo st 
excellent way" there is no contrad iction nor de
ception. 

How To Enter The Way 
To enter the "mo st exce llent way" one must 

(1) hear th e gospel (Rom . 10:17), (2) believe 
(Mk. 16:16), (3) r epent of all sins (Acts 17:30), 
( 4) conf ess fa ith in Chr ist (Rom. 10 :9-; Acts 8: 
36) and (5) be bap ti zed " into Jesus Chri st" "°for 
th e re mi ss ion of sins ." (Rom . 6 :3-; Act s 2 :38). 

Sin ce "it is not in man th at walketh to direct 
h is st eps" in r eligion (J er . 10 :23), let us travel 
the Lord's way - th e wa y of holine ss - the way 
ded icated with Hi s blood - th e "mo st exce llent 
way " - the way se t forth in the Bib le. Th is all 
mu st do if we wish to reach heaven . 

NEWS BITS 
Meeting s : Th e Church of Christ in Griffin, Ga., 

will begin a gospel me etin g on July 15th with 
Law r ence Hazelip of Valdo sta Ga ., doing the 
pr eaching. 

Th e Ferry P ass congre gation (near Pensacola) 
will conduct a serie s of services July 8 through 15 \.I 
with Pa ul Sim on as the speaker . 

Per vie Nichol s will preach in a meet ing with 
th e church in F aulkville, Alabama, J uly 9-18th. 

Did It Ever Occur To You? 
Did it ever occur to you to send in a club of 

subscriptions to thi s paper? Did it ever occur to 
you that if every person who reads this would 
sen d in TWO sub scriptions the "Way of Salva
tion" would more tha n double in circulation? 

Ways To Do It 
Th ere are several ways to aid in increasing 

th e circulation. 1. You may subscr ibe for your
self, if you have not already done so. 2. You may 
sub scri be for some un saved friends : 3. You may 
solicit subscription s fr om your assoc iates . 4. A 
church may be encour age d to subscrib e for the 
monthl y bundle s to be used in persona l work. 
5 .. An indiv idu al or church may have a bundle 
sen t eac h month to a small church or mission 
fiel d. The edit or know s of congre gations that are 
una ble to purc hase bundl es but would faithfu lly 
dist r ib ute th em if bundle s wer e furni sh ed. 6. You 
can renew · your sub scription. 

With you r help we can make this the most 
success f ul yea r in th e hi sto ry of the WAY OF 
SALVA TION. 

WHE N SE NDIN G SUBSCR IPTIONS pleas e in
dicate .whether "new" or "re newal." 

Changing Address 
If a subs cr iber changes addr es s we should be 

notifi ed. AND P LE ASE GIVE OLD AS WELL 
AS NE W ADDRESS. 

o( 
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• 
IS JES US COMING SOON? 

By Gus Nichols 
-0-

Ther e is much spec ulation abo ut the time of the 
seco nd coming of Christ . Many are saying that 

"' his comin g "Is very near" and that "He is comin g 
soon." Alon g man y highways may be seen signs 
say ing "JESUS IS SOON COMING" The y claim 
to know the time, and that it will be "Soon." 

The Issue Stated 
We have no controvers y with any one over THE 

FACT of the second comin g of Christ. We all 
believe and teach this. "Church es of Chri st" even 
take the Lord' s supper every Lord's day lookin g 
back to the suffering of Chri st, and forward to 
hi s second coming. (1 Cor . 11). Had we no hope of 
hi s second coming, we would not be Chri sti ans at 
all . (Jn. 14:1-3; Heb. 9:28; Acts 1:9 -11; I Thes s . 
4 :16-18,; Mat. 25 :31-46; 2 Th ess . 1 :5-10.) 

Time Not Revealed ~ 
The point which we wish to m ake is that THE 

TIME ·of the second coming of our Lord ha s not 
been revea led . Of course, we know that re gard
les s of when the time is, it is drawi ng near er all 
the time, just as is true of death. But we do not 
know when J es us is comin g, wh ethei ~ soon or late, 
Jesus, says "Ye know not when the time is" (Mk. 
13 :33 .) The time of the second coming is one of 
the "Secret thin gs " which belongs "Unto the 
Lord our God," and not to us . (Du t . 29 :29.) "But 
of that day and th at hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels which are in heave n, neither the 

• Son, but the F at her. " (Mk.1 3 :22 ; Mat . 25 :13; Mk. 
13 :35. Therefor e, no man knows that Chri st is 
coming soon; neither does any one know that 

l.: hi s coming will be in the far distant future. 
Time-Setting Failed 

Many have set the tim e for the Lord 's r et urn 
but all such time setter s have been pro ven to be 
fa lse prophets. William Miller set the time to be 
1843 . But Je sus did not come. He changed his 
figures and moved the time up anoth er year. But 
st ill Jesus did not come. Mrs. White used such 
express ions as "Time has continued a few yea r s 
longer than they expe cted ; therefor e th ey thi nk 
it may continue a few years more ," and 
"Time can la st but a very litt le longe r; " and 
"Time is almost finished ." She also sa id , "Chris t 
is soon coming," and spoke of "A few Rhort 
month s ." She sa id some of tho se at a cer t ain 
conference, "Will be alive and r ema in upon earth 
to be translated at the comlng of Chri st." Th at 
was in 1856, 100 year s ago. All . hc se delegat es 
at that conferenc e 'are now dead, and Christ ha s 
not come. It is right t o live in vie w cf the comin g 
of J esus but it is not scrip tu ra l t o set the tim e 
as either near, or far in the fut ur e. 

War No Sign 
·-" There have been predictions of the second com-

ing connected with all wars since his asce nsion 
back to heav en. Thes e are based on a perve rs ion 

• of a pa ssage, which in fact says that war s ar e 
no sign of hi s soon comin g. Jesus said, "And ye 
sha ll hear of wars and rum ours of war s : see t hat 
ye be not troubled: for all these things mu st come 
to pass, but th e end is not yet." (Mat. 24 :6.) Th e 
time-setters think we ought to 'BE TROU BLED ' 
when "Wars and rumours of wars" are upon us . 

But J es us sa id, "SEE THAT YE BE NOT 
TROUBLED" for hi s comi ng "IS NOT YET". 
Wars are no sig ns of hi s coming, and none are to 
be troub led in th at res pect. 

The Time Is Set 
Whil e no MAN knows the Lord's r et urn to earth 

t he Fat her does not know- it is set in hi s own 
mind. (Mk. 13 :32-23 .) The judgem ent will take 
place when J esus comes . (Mat . 25 :31-46.) But 
th e ti me is set. "HE HA TH APPOINTED A DAY 
IN WHICH HE WI LL JUDGE THE WORLD ." 
(Acts . 17 :31. ) Thi s "APPOI NTED" day ha s not 
yet come. When God gave the New Testament he 
had th e day "APPOI NTED ," and it has not ar
r ived t o date . Th erefor e, he did not teach the 
early Chr ist ians in the fir st cent ur y that Chr ist 
would come in their day. In the light of the fact 
th at Chri st has not come yet, we know that God 
has ne ver t aught any one th at Chri st was comin g 
prior t o 1956. God never teac he s falsely. Th ere
fore, God did not teach people through the New 
Testa ment in the fir st cen tury that Chri st was 
coming in th eir lifetime. 

Taught Otherwise 
If God had t aught th at Chri st was com ing in 

"A few shor t month s ," th en why the great com
miss ion to go into all th e wor ld and preac h the 
gospe l to every crea ture? (Mk. 16 :15 .) The kin g
dom or chu rc h was to have a sma ll, or mu star d 
seed beginning, but grow to f ill the whole earth. 
(Mk . 13.) So, t he commi ss ion and the very nat ure 
of the king dom required some time before the 
Lord's ret urn. The Lord expected time to con
tinue at leas t long eno ug h to carry out the com
mission, and for the kin gdom to grow. He did not 
cxpe :;t to come in th eir life time . He taugh t Pet er 
that he would live to "BE OLD" (Jn. 21 :18-19; 
2 Pet. 1 :15.) Un les s P et er was like ly to sudden ly 
become "OLD" Chr ist wa s not likely to come any 
moment at t hat ti me. Pa ul t aught th at th e day 
of the Lor d was not at hand in t he days of the 
ai::o3tles . (2 Th ess . 2 : 1-12.) God wa s not re3 ponsi
ble for t he idea t hen pr evelent that Chr ist was 
coming soon . He has never r evealed t he t ime to 
be eit her soon or late . He simp ly t eaches all to be 
read y . (Mk. 1 :32-33.) If Chr i'3t doe'3 not come, 
death wil l. In either ca se destiny is sea led . (2 
Cor . 5 :10.) 

Teaches Now As Then 
Since t he New Te stament did not teach when 

written in the century that Chri st was coming 
before 1956, it did not then teach he would com e 
soon. And the New Test ament teaches now what 
it did then. It still t each es nothing as to the time 
of the second coming , oth er than that "Ye know 
not when the time is." (Mk. 13 :33.) If the New 
Testament did not tea ch wh en wr itten that Jesus 
was coming soon, it cannot t each it now; for it 
has not changed its teac hin g and meaning since 
it was written. But t here is anoth er passage often 
perverted to mean Christ will "Soon" come . Jes us 
said. "And this gospe l of the kin gdom sh all be 
preached in all the wor ld for a witne ss unto all 
nations, and then shall t h e end come ." (Mat. 24 : 
14.) The "End" here r efe rred to is the end of 
the Jewish natio n, which cam e in A.D. 70. By that 
time t he gospe l had bee n preached. "To every 
cr eat ure which is under heaven." (Col. 1 :23). 
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THE RELIGION OF CHRIST 
By C. D. CROUCH 

Th e Chr ist ian r elig ion is of divin e orig in, and 
is, therefor e, u11like all thin gs in ve nt ed by ma n. 
The Chris tian system is reve aled to us in t h e New 
Testament, comp let e in a ll it s de t ai ls . Many men 
today seem to have an id ea that God gave m an a 
few hints or suggestions regardin g spi r it ual m at
t ers, and then retired, leaving m an t o deve lop and 
impro ve upon thos e su ggesti ons so we need not 
be surpri sed to meet with the vain noti on th at 
th e Chri stia nit y of today is superior to th e r e
ligion of Christ in the days of the apo stles. Thi 
delusion is responsible for the express ion fre
quently h eard t h at we need a religion suitable to 
t he changing need s of t h is changing world . Mod
ern preach ers som etimes preach sermons on "The 
Religion of th e F utu re ." 

God is the same God, who change s not; Jesus 
Ch r ist is th e same yesterday , today and forev er . 
Sin is sin in every age of t he world. Sin is r e
bellion against the Sov erei gn R ule r of th e uni
ver se. Th e go spel of Chr ist is desi gned t o m eet 
the n eeds of s infu l men. God sa y s it is h is "power 
un to sa lvation " to everyone who beli eves it . Pa ul , 
an apo stle of Christ, said the gospe l h e wa s 
preach ing was "not aft er man, " nor did h e r ece ive 
i t from man , nor wa s he tau ght it , but it came 
t o him "by revelation of J esus Chri st." Moreover, 
sp eak ing by inspiration of th e Ho ly Spi r it, h e pr o
nounced a curse upon anyon e, m an or ange l, wh o 
would pervert the go spel or pr ea ch anoth er gospe l. 
(Ga l. 1 :1-1 2). May I, the re fo re, ins ist t h at the 
"gosp el which cam e by rev ela ti on of Jesus Christ" 
is p erfect, and canno t , th er efore, be im proved . 
Any alteration of that which is per fec t will render 
it imp erf ect . The wor d of truth is calle d t h e 
"gospel." (Eph. 1 :13). Th e w or d is also ca lled 
the "perfect law, the law of liber t y. " (James 
1 :22-25 ). Paul said he did not shu n to declare 
' \ he whole counse l of God" (Ac ts 20 :27); and, 
ag ain: "Ev ery scriptur e in spir ed of God is also 
profitable for teach in g , for r epro of, for correc
ti on , for instruction which is in r igh teo usness : 
th at the man of God may be complete, fur
ni sh ed comp lete ly un to every good work." (2 Tim . 
3 :16-17 ). 

It fo llows, _ therefore, that w e ha ve "the wh ole 
coun sel of God ," the compl ete re velation of H is 
will, "the perfect law of lib ert y ," r ecorded in the 
insp:red writings of the N ew Tes t ament. We need 
no further reve lation. We want no ot her organi
zation; we will have no oth er sy stem of re lig ion 
than that "which came by r evelat ion of Jes us 
Ch r ist ." Wh en I preach th at whic h t h e apostles 
pr eached, I know I am preac hin g th e t r ut h of 
God . W hen peop le today h ear t h e same gospe l 
the apostles pr eached, beli eve it, obey its divine 
command s, and trust God for th e ful fi llmen t of 
Hi s prom ises, just as surel y as peop le bec ame 
Chri s'. ians in the days of th e apost les, all such 
become Chri stians now-no t hin g mo r e, nothin g 
less, nothi1ig else . 

BEGINS FOURTH YEAR .. 
-0-

This issu e m arks the beginning of the fourth 
yea r of publicatio n of thi s paper. It ha s experi- " 
enced a slow but steady grow th in circulation, 
and r ep ort s indic a te that it continues to do good. 

We h av e received many helpful suggestions, 
word s of encot ira geme nt and commend ation s from 
f ellow gospe l preachers and other _ christi ans, for 
which we are in¢1~-~4 .gra~efuL Aid w~ wi sh to 
thank all subscribe r s and those who se nt in clubs 
an d bund le orders, without whose support this 
paper could not exist. 

This paper ha s never been self-sustaining. It, 
like other religious publications among us, must 
depend upon the sa le of books to take care of its 
deficit. However, it is hoped that within the 
ne x t year the circul ation will increa se to the 
poi nt where it will become se lf- sust a ining. Thi s 
can b e done if each sub scr ib er will se nd in just 
two subs cript ions within the n ex t month , IF 
thirty peop le would send in one club each. 

Our Policy 

Altho ugh some space is devoted to less on s ,,_ 
ap plicable to the save d, our primar y purpo se is 
to inform the alien sinn er of the "Way of sa lva
tion." 

Our policy of this paper will remain the sa m e 
wh en first stated. We sh all continue to avoid 
wr ang ling among ourselves as writers, as well 
as cont rovers ies with other chri stian s . Although 
we believe that br et hern ma y engage in honor
ab le di sc uss ion of differences, it is not the pur
pose of this paper to publish such controvers y. 

We propose to continue to teach the truth in 
love and expose error, and to publish a magazine 
ch r istia n workers can use effectively in winning 
so uls ; a paper they would not he sitate to hand 
t o t h eir un saved friends. 

If you ag ree with our policy and are inter ested 
in t h is work, a good way to demonstrate your 
interes t is to send us at leas t one club of sub
scrip t ions. We solicit your go od will, your 
prayers , and your moral support. 

-Pervie Nichols. 

As people become obedient to th e will of God 
as it is re vealed to us in th e New Testament and 
gro w in grace and the knowl edge of our Lord, 
the y grow and deve lop; but th e gospel of Christ, 
being per f ect, is not susce ptibl e of improvem ent. 
Any a tt empt to improv e upon th e pure gospel of 
Ch ris t is sure to result in a perversion of the 
gospe l. And any such atte mpt mu st proceed from 
a mi sconception of the gospe l-Gospe l Advocate . 
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WHY CHURCHES OF CHRIST DO NOT 
OBSERVE THE OLD TESTAMENT SABBATH 

B y G. E. WOODS 

'l'he fir st ment ion of a day of r est is in Gen. 2 :2, 
"' 3. Goel labol'cd fol' six days and fini shed hi s work and 

re sted on th e seventh day . H e blessed and sanctifi ed 
th e seventh day bu t tw ent y-five centuri es wer e to 
pa ss befor e man v,ias command ed to r eligiously ob
serv e the seventh day . Th ere is not the slight est indi
cation that any man kn ew about the Sabbath or was 
command ed to keep it from th e cr eation until Isr ael 's 
deliv eran ce from th e bonda ge of E gyp t. (Neh. 9 :13, 
14 .) When Moses wa s called upon Mt. Sinai ther e was 
deli vered to him th e Law of which Sabba th observ
ance was a part. (Exodus O :8.) The meaning of this 
command may be found in the Scripture s r elating to 
it. On the Sabbath the Israelites were prohibited from 
preparing any food (Exodu s 20 :23) ; th ey must 
abide in their plac es (Exodu s 16 :29) ; and kindle no 
fir es (Exodu s 35 :3). 'l'he penalty for violation of the 
Sabbath ,vas death. Th ere is th e r ecord ed in stance of 
a man who pick ed up stri cks on th e Sabbath day and 
at th e command of God was ston ed to death (Num
bers 15 :32-36 ) . Th e Old Testam ent Sabbath was a 
holy day. 

1. Why Not Observe the Sabbath Today? 

In consid eration of th e fa ct that God authori zed 
it, observ ed it Him self, and command ed it of th e Is
r aeli tes, why do not chur ches of Chri st observ e it to

.._ day ~ 'l'he La,-v of Moses, of whi ch the Sabbath com
mandm ent was a par t, was given only to th e p eople 
of Isra el. It was n ever given to th e people of any 

'-' oth er ra ce. No Gentil e was ever command ed to keep 
th e Sabbath. Since the Sabbat h commandm ent was 
a part of th e Law of Moses it was to endur e only as 
long as th e law last ed. Th e Lmv of Moses was n ever 
giv en to be p erman ent but was '' add ed beca use of 
tran sgression , t ill th e seed should come" ( Gal. 3 :19) . 
Th e seed is Chri st, hence, th e Law , of whi ch th e Sab
bath was a ·par t, was to last until Chri st should come 
and the n ew covenant should go into effect (H eb. 8 :6-
13 ; Gal. 3 :24) . Chri st havin g alr eady come, the Law 
of Moses is binding no mor e and th er e is now no sab
ba th commandm ent bindin g upon the Israeli tes or 
an yone else. Becau se of it s imp erfection s and h:win g 
served its pn r pose t he Law was r emoved (H eb. 8 :6-
10 ) ; was nail ed to th e Cross (C ol. 2 :14); and ful 
fill ed by th e Lord (Matt. 5 :l 7 ) . 

II. We Are Under the Law of Christ 

God is speakin g· to th e world thr ough Hi s Son 
(Matt. 17 :5; H eb . 1 :1-2), and it is in the " perfec t 
law of liber ty" ( Jam es 1 :25) that we ar e r esponsibl e 

,_ for obedience to th e command s of Chr ist . For t1ie 
Law of Chri st to become oper ative it was n ecessar y 
that ChriRt clie (H eb . 9 :16, 17). On the fir st P ent e-

.. co Rt 11 ft er th e Lord 's resurr ection Hi s will went into 
effe ct and it is in th at will that we find r evealed 
what we ar e to do to be saved . It is not a qu estion 
of brin gin g par ts of the old lmv over in to th e new be
cause th e Law of Chri st is a new law, '' a n ew and liv 
in g way.'' 'l'h e Lord has not boun d Sabbath observ
ance upon Hi s people in the Chri stian dispensation. 

We are in no way amenab le to God for comm_ands of 
oth er ages and covenant s but solely for th e thmg s He 
has bound upon m, to do in the pre sent age. 

III. The Lord Has a Special Day Now 
'l'h e one day valu ed by Chri stians above other 

clays is the Lord's clay-the first day of t~ e week. 
Th er e can be no mix-up concernin g the spe cial days 
of the Old and New Covenant s for th e Scriptures 
mak e clear that the holy day of the old covenant was 
t!ie Sabbat h day and the special day of the new cove
nant is the Lord' s day. The form er was th e seventh 
day of the week (Gen. 2 :2,3; Exodus 20 :8) and the 
latt er is the fi r st day of th e week. (Rev. 1 :10; Acts 
0 :7.) Th e ear ly discipl es met on the fir st clay of the 
week to break br e,ad ( Act s 20 :7) ; collections were to 
be made on that day (1 Cor . 16 :2); and Chri st com
manded its observa nce (Mat. 28 :19, 20 ; Acts 2 :42). 
'l'he apost les ta ught the disciples to observe the things 
command ed by Chri st and they "continued stead
fast ly in the apost les' doctrine, and fellowship , and 
in br eaking of bread, and in prayer.'' 'l'he day of 
their assembly was "the first day of the week" (1 
Cor. 16: ) and th ey were command ed "not forsak ing 
the assembling of yourse lves togeth er. (H eb. 10 :25) . 

IV. Sig·nificance of the Lord's Day 
'l'he fact that the first day of th e week is called 

th e "Lord's clay" indicat es that it is the Lord's in 
a way that the oth er days are not. 'l'he fir st day of the 
week is one to stir the heart s of Chri stians as they 
think of the thrillin g events crowd ed into the day 
upon which our Lord arose from the dead and laid 
deep and secur e the foun dations of th e New Testa
ment church. On th e Lord 's clay Jesus rose from the 
dead (Mark 16 :9) ; on thi s day he first app ear ed to 
Hi s disciples; on this day He met them at different 
pla ces (Mark 16 :9-11 ; 16 :12, 13; Matt. 28 :8-10; Luke 
24 :34; John 20 :19-23) ; He blessed th e disciples 
(John 20 :19; th e Holy Ghost was impart ed (Acts 
2 :1-4 ) ; the chur ch was esta bli shed (Isa. 2 :2, 3; Acts 
2 :4 7 ) ; the gospel was first pr eached (Luke 24 :46-
4 7) ; and for the fir st t ime people wer e added to the 
chur ch ( Act s 2 :4 7 ). It is most appropriate that thi s 
clay ha s become the one memorial day of the gospel, 
th e day of gladn ess and r ejoicin g . It js th e Lord' s 
day 11nd we should observe it in an app r opr iat e man 
ner . 

"-Ve are to rend er " un to God the thin gs which 
be Goel 's' ' (Luk e 20 :25) ; th e first day of the week 
is "th e Lord' s day" (Aev . 1:10 ; "Will a man rob 
God ?" (Mal. 3 :8) . Th e owner of a thin g may say how 
it should be used . God has a right to say how Hi s day 
shall be used. If we take that whi ch belongs to a man, 
we l'Ob him ; if we ta ke th e Lord's day ancl appropriat e 
it to our own use we rob God . We abus e the day when 
we do nothin g ; when we make it a day of per sonal, 
selfi sh visitation; when we merely rest or seek enter
tainm ent. Su ch is not in keepi ng with th e proper 
obRcrvan ce of the Lord' s day. W e sh ould use it to 
a,:semh' e to wor ship Goel; study ing the Scr iptur e, 
pl'ay i1112:. visiting the sick, etc. If we us e the clay doing 
such thing 's the churc h will gTow and we will be 
pleasi11g to th e Lord. 'l'h e first clay of th e week- Sun
day- is the Lord's day and all lovers of the truth 
will let it occupy it s rightful place in th eir live s and 
will leave th e Old Testament Sabbath as it is- a 
dead r elic of the past. - Th e Apostolic Tirnes 
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THE PREEMINENCE OF CHRIST 
By CECIL E. HILL 

Christ was, is, and ever shall be preeminent 
(Colossians 1 :18). The name of Jesus fills and 
thrills the souls of men with its beauty and power. 
Truly, Jesus' name is the sweetest name on mor
tal tongue. His name is exalted and transcendent, 
mighty and moving, transforming and trans
figuring. The name of Jesus is singular in its 
grandeur and glory. Jesus is not to be compared 
with others. His name is not to be included in 
;my list of earth's immortals. Jesus' name oc
cupies a place of its own. Through conflict and 
conquest, Jesus has won His primacy. Every 
honor accorded Him is due Him. The glory that 
is His the rightful consequence of His triumphant 
position. 

From the beginning of our holy faith, the 
Christian has claimed for his Lord, not equality, 
but preeminence. The heralds of the cross have 
~tormed th e citadels of paganism-not in the 
name of one who is the equal of Confucius, 
Buddha , or Mohammed-but in the name of one 
who is greater than any or all of them. The con
vincing, convicting and conquering plea of the 
µ-iissionary has been: "Open! Open the door of 
your country and the hearts of its people in thE 
~ame of the King." 

, The three greatest facts of all them-past, 
pr esent and future-center in Christ and grow 
out of Him. This truth is a forceful demonstra
tion of Eis preeminence. The greatest fact of the 
past looks hack to Him; the greatest fact of the 
pres ent look3 up to Him, and the greatest fact of 
the future looks forward to Him. 

: (1) The greatest fact of the past is the fact 
that Jesus came to this world. The incarnation of 
Christ is one of the cardinal truths of the Bible 
and the greatest fact of history . Jesus has always 
been just as divine and eternal as God the Fath er. 
Jesus left the habitation, aRsociation and equality 
that were His with the Fath er. As God, Jesus 
came to the world and dwelt in the flesh. Christ 
not only came in the likene "s of man; He became 
man, but He did not cease to be God while being 
man . He was both God and man at the same time. 
God and man met in Christ. He was God-man. 
Nowhere did hyphen join together so much or 
mean so much as here. In Christ we see God 
reaching- down and man reaching up. The infln
ence of Christ in the world is beyond computation 
or estimation . His mission, ministry, and mes
sage have more profoundly altered and influ
enced the course of history than any other event 
of the past . What He did and said have done 
more to elevate man's thoughts, words, and deedR 
than have all the religions and philosophieR the 
world has ever known. From "The BaFl e Hymn 
of the Republic" we shout these soul-stirring 
lines: · 

"In the beauty of the lile s Christ was born across the sea 
With a glory in His bossom that transfigures you and me; 
As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free; 
:;; r God is _ marchin g on." 

If we should interpret the challenge, "let us 
die to make men free," in a spiritual sense, this 
could with propriety be called the battle hymn of 
the Kingdom of our Lord with His Christ. ""' 

(2) Th e greatest fact of the present is the 
fact that Jesus is now making intercession in our -~ 
behalf before the throne of God. As our High 
Priest and Advocate, Christ is representing man 
and pleading his ~se. Christians often falter, 
fall, and fail. We are guilty of transgression and 
disobedi ence and, therefore, stand in need of par 
don. We pray for pardon, and it is in the pres
ence, power, and position of Christ with God that 
makes our prayers effectual. Our continuous 
cleansing with sin, therefore, depends upon the 
mediatorial reign and ministry of Christ . While 
it is true that Christ once did something to save 
u~, it is also true that He is still doing some
thing to save us. He is still ministering in behalf 
of our souls. He, not only was our Savior, but 
even more wonderfully, He is our Savior . He is 
able to save to the uttermost, seeing He ever 
liveth to make interce ss ion for us (Hebrews 
7 :25). . 

(3) The greatest fact of the future is that 
Jesus is coming again. Though the time is un
known and unknowable , His coming is a certainty . 
This is another of the great cardinal truths of the 
Bible. Jesus is not coming to reign upon the earth 
one year or a thousand years. His coming will put 
an end to the present order of thing s. Thi s earth 
will be destroyed by fire (II Peter 3 :10). He is .. 
coming in flaming fire to execute vengeance upon 
those who kno:¥ not God and obey not the gospel 
(II Thessalomans 1 :7-9). In I Thessalonians :.I 
4: 13-18 Paul described th e return of Christ in its 
relation to the saints only, those who had died 
~n~ th~se living at the time of His coming. Thus ; 
It Is evident that He is coming to m eet and greet 
H;s faithful and lead them as a ransomed host 
to the Celestial City. With this truth these words 
of J e~us a~r~e: "In my Father's house · are many 
man srnns; If It were not so, I would hav e told you; 
for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I come again and 
will receive you unto myRelf; that where i am, 
there ye may be i.lso" (John 14 :2-3) . 

No !· only is Christ preeminent throughout all 
time, but He will be preeminent throughout all 
et ernity . The great song of the eternal age will 
he r rdemption through His blood. The host of 
angels, th e living creatures and the elders num
bering ten thou sand timeR trn thousand and thou
Rands of. thousand s will sing·, "Worthy art thou" 
(Rev elat~on 5 :9-12) .--Chri sti an Chronicle. 
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RELIGIOUS TITLES AND 

CHRIST'S TEACHINGS 

Joe L. Banks 

We are living in a day when religious titles 
• are handed out to ecclesiastic dignitaries right 

and left. We are expressly commanded "to render 
honor to whom honor is due" (Rom. 8 :7). We 
certainly should "honor all men" (1 Peter 2: 17). 
It is not our intention to minimize the respect 
that should be shown true servants of God or 
to fail to be courteous to our religious neighbors, 
be we desire to notice the plain teaching of Jesus 
Christ as it concerns religious titles. 

"Pope and "Father" are two familiar religious 
titles worn by man. To be called by either of 
these titles is an open defiance of the Saviour's 
injunction in Matt. 23 :9, "And call no man your 
father upon the earth: for one is your Father 
which is in heaven." The first title, "Pope," is 
used to designate the chief bishop or the "papa 
bishop" and the latter to designate the pro
fessional fathers under the one great papa. So 
desirous of honor are these religious dignitaries 
that they expect those not in their religious com
munity to address them as "Pope" and "Father." 
It is a definite encroachment upon our religious 
freedom to have men who assume titles con
demned by our Lord demand, and sometimes re
ceive encouragement from business leaders, that 
even those who do not believe in the titles address 

°' them thus. You may think this strange that in 
our enlightened age men and women desire to be 
addressed with some religious title but the leave!1 

,,.' of iniquity works today as in all ages . It is our 
Father in heaven who alone has the right to be 
called Father in a religious or sacred sense. 

"Rabbi" is another title that is often used to 
designate some religious leader. Jesus plainly 
says, "But be ye not called Rabbi: for one is your 
master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren" 
(Matt. 23 :8). To address one as "Rabbi" in a 
religious sense is to put that one upon a level with 
Jesu s Christ . The child of God who is interested 
in following the teaching of Christ refuses to thus 
address religious leaders. 

"Reverend," "Very Reverend," and "The Very 
Reverend," "Most Reverend," "Right Reverend," 
etc., are titles of distinction given to religious 
leaders throughout our land. To thus refer to man 
is. an open violation of God's word. God's name 
only is :referred to as reverend: "He sent redemp
tion unto his people: he hath commanded hii:; 
covenant for ever: holy and reverend in his name" 

..... (Psalms 111 :9). Members of the church of Christ 
refuse to call any man reverend. 

What one ever read in God's book of "Pope" 
• Peter, "Father" Paul, "Rabbi" Barnabas, ."The 

Most Reverend" Philip, or Silas, D.D.? My friends 
hold fast to the modesty that char acterized the 
Christians of the first century. Let us follow the 
teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

~' -Firm Foundation. 

SERMON OUTLINE 
THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 

By BILL HALL 

Introduction: 

The word gospel means "glad tidings." When 
we speak of the gospel of Christ, the glad tidings 
of Jesus Christ, we mean the good news concern
il}g his sacrifice for our sins, the church, what a 
smner must do to be saved how to live the 
Christian life, and how to io to heaven after 
death. 

Discussion : 

1.-The gospel has power. 

A.-Sharper than any two-edged sword. 
(He. 4 :12). . 

B.-It has power to save. (Rom. 1 :16 · 15 · 
1-2). ' . 

C.-It has power to destroy. (1 Cor. 1: 18). 
D.-Its power can be seen in at least two 

examples: 
1.-The case of Felix (Acts 24 :24-

25). 
2.-The case of Agrippa (Acts 26 :27-

29). 

11.-The gospel has facts to be believed. 

A.-The death, burial re surrection and 
. ascension of Christ. ( 1 Cor . 15 :'l- 4). 

1.-Our salvation is dependent upon 
belief of these facts. 

2.-If Jesus was not raised from the 
dead: 

(a) All worship and faith are vain . (1 Cor. 
15:12-19). 

(b) There is no justification. (Rom. 4:23 -25). 

111.-The gospel has commands to be obeyed. 

A.-We obey a form of tca:::hing. (Rom. 6:17-
18). . 
1.-We obey that form in repentance .q,nd 

baptism. (Rom. 6:3-11; Col. 2:12 -13). 
B.-Commands for alien sin ·1er to obey. 
1.-Believe in Christ. (Mk. 16 :16; Jno. 8 :21). 
2.-Repent of all sins. (Lk. 24 :47). 

3.- Confess faith in Christ. (Rom. 10 :9-
10; Acts 8 :36.) 

4.-Be baptized into Christ . (Mk. 16: 16; 
Matt. 28:19-; Gal. 3:26-27.) 

C.-Commands for Christians to obey. 
1.-Assemble with the saints. (Heb. 10 :25). 
2.-Grow in grace and knowledge. (2 Pet. 

3:18). 
3.-Encourage others. (1 Thes. 5:14). 

D.-Fate of those who obey not the gospel. 
(1 Pet. 4:17-18; 2 Thes. 1:7-9). 
1.-This realization should overcome any ex

cuse for not obeying Christ. 

IV.-The gospel is for every creature. 

A.-It is to be preached to all the world. 
(Mk. 16 :16). 

B.-God is no respector of persons (Acts 
10 :34-35.) 


