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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
(Only churche~ and i~dividuals receiving bundles are listed) 

ALABAMA 
EUFAULA - Orange Street Church of Christ, c/o Wyatt Jones, Minister, Box 157 
FAYETTE-Mt. Olive Church of Christ, c/o Dewey Hollingsworth, Rt. 2. 

FLOMATON-Church of Christ, care Bill Kline, P. 0. Box 218. 
MOBILE - Crichton Church of Christ, G. F. Cauthen, Minister, 304 Union Ave. 
NAUVOO - Macedonia Church of Christ, R.F.D. No. 1, c/o Louie Helton. 
ROBERTSDALE - Church of Christ; Brodie Plyler, Evangelist; General Delivery. 
RED BAY-Church of Christ, St. Pierre H. Hoge, Evangelist, P. 0. Box 42. 
SYLACAUGA-Church of Christ, 5th and Louisville, Bill Huggins, Minister. 
THEODORE-Belle Fontaine Church of Christ c/ o B. B. Spence, Rt. 1, Box 436. 

PLATE.A!U - Shelton Beach Road Church. R. M. Finch, Jr., 408 Meaher Avenue. 
MONTGOMERY - Panama Street Church of Christ, Rex A. Turner, Minister. 
. . *** . 

FLORIDA 
PENSACOLA - Jordan Street Church of Christ, 1213 E. Jordan St., Pervie Nichols, 

Evangelist. · . 
PENSACOLA - West Hill Church qf Christ, "J" and LaRua Sts., Frank Ingram, 

Minister. 
PENSACOLA-Ensley Church of Christ, care F. B. Hinote, 528 E. 50th St. 
'rARPON SPRINGS - Church of Christ, care Thomas Schneider, Riverside Dr. 
FORT WALTON BEACH - Church of Christ, Hollywood Blvd. and Washing-ton St. 
MILTON - Church of Christ, R. W. Buchanan, Minister, 305 Maple Street. 

*** 
GEORGIA 

ATLANTA - West End Church of Christ, 580 Hopkins St., S.W., J. Edward Nowlin, 
Evangelist. 

AMERICUS-Church of Christ, 702 So. Lee St., E. V. Srygley, Jr., Evangelist. 
COLLEGE PARK - 318 Atlanta Street (colored), c/o John Goodrum, Hamilton 

Avenue and 23rd Street. 
EAST POINT-716 South Church Street at Williams Avenue, c/o E. R. Dean, 106 

Morris A venue. 
FAYETTEVILLE-Church of Christ, Box 221, Alfred D. Brown. 
GAINESVILLE - 637 Academy Street, c/o Steve Hudgins, Minister, P. 0. Box 762. 
GORDON - Church of Christ, Highway 18 North, Jack Frost, Minister. 
GRIFFIN - North 14th Street, 3½ blocks from Taylor Street (Highway No. 41), 
MACON - Central Church of Christ, 1086 High St., Virgil Richey, Minister. 
OGLETHORPE - Church of Christ, c/o Doyce Ellis, P. 0. Box 144. 
QUITMAN-Church of Christ. 
SAVANNAH-Forty-first Stree~ Church <?f C~rist, c[o 0. J. Bir?, Rt. 6, Isle of Hope. 
WAYCROSS - Church of Christ, 333 Pineview Drive, Earl Kimbrough, Evangelist. 

*** 
LOUISIANA 

LAKE PROVIDENCE - Church of Christ. 
*** 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
WALTERBORO - Church of Christ, c/o J. W. Goldman, Box J.76. 

*** 
NEW YORK 

November, 1956 

MONTGOMERY, ALA. 
Panama Street Church of Christ 

Radio Program - WMGY 
(800 On Your Dial) 
Monday thru Saturday 

7:00 A.M. 
Rex A . Turner, Evangelist 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 
Brownsville Church of Christ 

Brainard and "X" Streets 
SUNDAY: 

10 :00 - 11 :00 A.M. - 7 :30 P.M. 
Clovis Caudle, Evangelist 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 
Oakland Church of Christ 

Ninth Ave. and Creighton Road 
SUNDAY: 

10 :00 - 11 :00 A.M. - 7 :00 P.M. 

The Bookshelf 
Revised Standard Version, 

leather .................................................. $10.00 
Revised Version (Nelson). ........ 8.95 
Smith's Bible Dictionary, 

teacher's ed. .................................... 3. 75 
Cruden's Concordance .................. 2.95 
Roman Catholicism . :; r reedom 

(Howard) .... .. ...... ... . ......... .50 
Churches of Today 

(Tomlirnrnn) ....... ....... ... ......... ... 2.00 
Must the Y,1trng Die 'J',>o? 

(Sawyer, 
Nichol s ' f,,rk et 8ible 

2.50 

Encyclopedrn ___ ... ......................... .50 
Bound Volumes l and 2, 

Wa y of Salvation , each ...... 1.00 
Identi ty •>f the New Testam ent 

..hurrh (Nichols), each 10c; 
per 100 .... ... ...... ........ ... .... 4.00 

Denominati onal Baptism 
(Nowlin), per 100 ................. . 

Webster's New Collegiate 
1.50 

Dictionary .......................................... 6.00 
NicJ:iols-Holder Debate ............ 3.00 
Catholicism Against Itself 

(Lambert) 4.00 
Howard-Pope Debate ............... 2.50 
Seventh-Day Adventism 

MASSENA-Church of Christ, meets temporarily at IOOF Hall, 60 Maple 
care of H. D. Evans, 33 Colgate Drive. 

Renounced (Canright) . ...... 3.00 
Street; Gospel Advocate Comment.aries 

. ' I on the New Testament (ex-
cept Vol. 12. $4) ea ch _ . ...... ~ QIJ 

Go~uel Radio SC'rmons. v ,,t. 1 
(Howard) ..... 2.00 

For all your book and tract needs 
write to: 

WAY OF SALVATION 
1213 E. Jordan St.- Pensacola, Fla, 

! 

• 

Vol. 4 PENSACOLA, FLORIDA - NOVEMBE~, 1956 No. 5 

WHAT ·1s SIN:l 
NO. 3 

Sin Grows 
Another characteristic which helps us to define 

sin is that it grows. Sin progresses. Sin develops. Re
member James says that when sin is full grown it 
bringeth forth death. Sin grows. Let me illustrate this · 
characteristic of sin in this way. 
In II Samuel 12 :13, I find that 
David said, '' I have sinned against 
the Lord.'' Anyone who has even 
casually read of David remembers 
his sin of adultery and murder. 
But his sin was much more com
plicated than that. His sin began 
with idleness. He sent J oab .,and 
his army out to do battle with the 
enemy but he tarried at home. He 
did not have anything to do. It 
had not always been that way. 
Once he had lead his armies. Now 
he was idle. That lead to something 
else. In his idleness at eventide he CURTIS E. FLATT 

arose from his bed and walked upon the roof of the 
King's house and from this vantage point he saw a 
beautiful woman bathing herseH. He wanted her. 
He lusted after her. He sinned. He sent for her and 
she came unto him. Then it was sin again. This time 
it was adultry. In due course of time this lead to 
more sin. This time it was deceit and hypocrisy. 
David sent for the woman's husband, who was away 
on the battlefield, under the guise of inquiring about 
the trend of battle . Actually he wanted the man to 
he at home whereby he would have occasion to go in 
unto his wife that when the child was born there 
would be no reason to suspect that Bathsheba had 
played the harlot. But the deceitful scheme did not 
work. Uriah would not go in unto his wife. This lead 
to another sin. David made Uriah drunk so he would 
not know whether or not he had been with his wife. 
Thus David sinned by making his brother to sin. 

Finally David had to have Urah killed. He sent 
instructions to Joab to place Uriah where he would 
be killed. It started with idleness. It ended with mur
der. Sin grows. Sin progresses. It can become £ull 
grown. Perhaps this characteristic will help us to bet
te1· understand what sin is. 

Sin Is Contagious 
But hit us notice yet another characteristic of sin. 

Sin is contagious. Not only does sin contaminate the 
individual engaged in it, but it spreads like wildfire 
to all those around about. In I Cor. 5, we find that in 

the church at Corinth there was flagrant sin. This sin 
was so bad that even the Gentiles who did not profess 
to be Christians would not engage in it. The Corin
thian church, though, tolerated it and apparently 
condoned it. There was great danger that they would 
be overcome with sin because of it. Thus Paul told 
them, ''Know ye not that a little leaven leaventh the 
whole lump Y Purfge out therefore the old leaven, 
that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened." 
Surely it will help us to better understand what sin 
is by understanding that sin is contagious just as a 
disease is contagious. 

Sin Leaves Trail of Sorrow 
Then let us notice another characteristic of sin. 

yYhat does sin do Y Sometimes we can tell what a thing 
1s by seeing what it does. What does sin do Y Sin leaves 
a trail of sorrow and trouble wherever it goes. From 
the time we learn of sin up to this present time such 
has been true. It was sin that separated man £rom 
God in the Garden. In Romans 5 :12, we learn that 
it was sin which brought physical death upon man
kind. It was sin which brought the destruction 0£ the 
flood upon the ante-diuvian people. It was sin which 
brought into existence the chosen family to the ex
clusion of all the rest. It was sin that brought the law 
of Moses to the Jews as a schoolmaster to bring them 
to Christ. It was sin that lead to the downfall of Is
real. It was sin which brought Jesus Christ to earth. 
It was sin which caused Jesus to die. It was sin which 
caused Jesus to die. It was sin which caused the first 
trouble in the church. It was sin which caused the 
apostasy in the church in the early centuries. It was 
sin which caused open rupture in the body of Christ 
within the last century. It is sin on the part of some
one or on the part of some group or groups which 
threatens the unity of the church in our day. It is 
sin which finally brings eternal death. Paul said in 
Romans 6,:23. "For the wages of sin is death." Let 
me mention again James 1 :15, "Then when lust hath 
conceived it bringeth forth sin and sin when it is 
finished bringeth forth death.'' 

Conclusion 
Thus we have learned that sin is that which sep

arates between man and God and hides God's face 
f~o~ man: Sin is to know to do good and not do it. 
Sm IS 1;1nr1ghteousness. Sin is the transgression of the 
law. Sm has many characteristics which define it. 
Sin is conceived and born. Sin grows and becomes 
!ull grown. Sin is cont.agious. Sin is defined by what 
It does. It leaves a trail of sorrow and trouble which 
ultimately leads to eternal death. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

Single sub scription s , $1.25 per year in advance; in 
clubs of ten or mor e, $1.00 per year in advance; •r 
50 copies to one addr ess, $2.00; 100 copies . to on.e 
address, $3.75 ; 1,000 copi es to one add1'ess·, $35.00. _ 
(Full front or back pa ge _adv er tise ment ,fre e :'with 
order of 1,000 copies). Above ra t es apply ohly to . , 
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BO'RN ,of WATER 
· What does the term "Born of water" mean in 

John 3 :5? The following facts should answer this 
question. Elsewhere in this . issue appears addi
tional material relative to that scripture. 

VOICE OF COMMENTATORS AND 
THEOLOGIANS 

1. ALBERT BARNES (PRESBYTERIAN) : 
"'Be born of water'. By water, here is evidently 
signified baptism. Thus the · 
word is used in Eph. v :26; Tit. 
ii: 5.'' (Barnes on the New Testa
ment, Jno. 3 :5). 

2. JOSEPH BENSON . (METH
ODIST) "Born ... of water, that 
is baptized". (Commentary on 
the New Testament, Jno.3 :5.) 

3. ADAM CLARKE (METH
ODIST) : "Of water and of the 
Spirit. To the baptism of water 
a man was admitted when he be
came a proselyte to the Jewish PERv1E N1c1-:10Ls 

religion; and, in this baptism, he promised in the 
most solemn manner to renounce idolatry, to take 
the God of Israel for his God, and to have his life 
conformed to the precepts of the , Divine law.'' 
(Clarke's Commentary, Vol.5, .Jno;3 :5.) 

4. THOMAS 0. SUMMERS (METHODIST) : 
"Except a man be born of water,-To be 0born of 
water is to be bapti zed with water. Matt.' iii :11; 
Acts I :5, X :47; XI: 15, 16; Titus iii :5, ·6. See on 
Matt. XXVIII. 19; Mark XVI. 16.'') (Commentary 
on the Gospels, Vol. IV, Jno. 3:5.) 

. LANG: "The word refers therefore, primarily 
to the baptism of John. But to this as the lustra
tion of its time. The word found its fulfilhnent in 
the Christian baptism; which · actually ·asserts its 
character as a dividing lustration between the old 
world and the new." (Lang's Commentary on Jno. 
3:5,) . ' ' I • _ 

in the water, might fitly be called his being born 
of water. Consequently, as baptism is the anti
type, .or . thing signified by the deluge, a person' s 
coming out of the water of baptism may have 
been called by our Lord, his being born again of 

• water." (Macknight On the Epistl es , Vol. V, p. 
483.) 

9. SCHAFF : "In view of the facts that John 
baptized, ,that _Christ himself was baptized, that 
His disciples (4 .:2) b~ptized in His name, it seems 

_ impossible to · disconnect water from baptism." 
-.- _ · (Lang's Qbmmentary, Vo. III. p. 127, Footnot e on 

_}no. _ 3:5 '.) · 

HISTORIANS 

1. WILLMARTH: "It i1;1 natural to suppose that 
his baptfsm (iri connection with repentance and 
faith) was, like John's, in order to remission . .. 
'Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God', i.e., Bap
tism and Renewal by the Spirit are the conditions 
of true citizenship in the kingdom of God on 
,earth." (Baptism and Remission, in Bapti st Quar
terly, July, 1877, p. 309.) 

2. :WALL: "There is not any one Christian 
writer of any antiquity in any lauguage but what 
understands it of baptism ... I believe Calvin was 
th e first that ever denied this place to me an bap 
tism. He gives another interpretation, which he 
confesses to be new.'' (History of Infant Baptism, 
Vol. I, p. 92, 443.) 

"HUDATOS'' 

1. The word "water" in Jno. 3 :5 is from the 
Greek word "hundatos" and refers to lit eral water 
-water in rivers, et c. (Th ayer's Gre ek-En glish 
Lexicon, p. 634.) 

2. Matt. 3:16: "And Jesus, when he was bap
tized, went up straightway out of the water (hu
ratos) ". Same Greek word asin Jnq. 3 :5. 

3. Jno. 3 :23: "And John also was baptized in 
Aenon near to Salim, because there was much 
water (hudatos) there.'' This was literal water. 

5. 1 Pet. 3 :20-: " ... when once the longsuffer
ing of God waited in the days of Noah, while the 
ark was preparing, wherein few, that is, eight 
souls were saved by water (hundatos) ". The wa
t er of the flood was lite r al wat er. Th e "wat er" of 
Jno. 3 :5 is "hudatos", and means, liter al water, 
the same kind of water that was in the flood. 

6. Heb. 10 :22: " ... bodies washed with pure 
water (hudatos) "-literal water. Bodies are 
washed in being baptized in wat er. Man is "born 
of water" by being baptized in water. 

7. LIGHTFOOT: "That by water here is meant 
baptism, I make no doubt.'' (Whole Works, Jno. 
3 :,5,· Vol. 12, P.256 . .) - · --- - .. · - . , · 

8. -MACKNIGHT: "Ma y ·not our Lord's · words 
to Nicodemus, 'Expect a man ·be born again of 
water', be an allusion to the hlstqry of the deluge, 
and a confirmatin of its typical meaning? For 
Noah's coming forth from the water to live ~gajn 
on the earth, after havin g been full nine ·months 

7. Eph. 5 :26: " • .. washing of wat er (huda
tos) ": Baptism is the "washing of water. " ... 
arise. and be baptized, and wa sh away thy sins. 
(Acts 22 :16.) 

. ' 

I 

CONCLUSION 

Every standard Lexicographer, Church Histor
ian, and every Bible Scholar known to this writer 
say that "water" . in Jrio. 3 :5 mean s lit era l water 
and re_fers to water bapti ~m . _ 
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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN? 
By L. E. WISHUM 

In Faith A Christian Is A Believer 

A Chri stian' s life upon thi s earth must begin in 
faith (Heb. 11 :6 ; Jno. 8 :21 ,24), and end in faith. 
(1 P et. 1 :9). But faith only will not sav. (Jas. 
2 :24) Must have a faith that works through love. 
(Gal. 5 :6.) 

In Knowledge A Christian Is A D!sciple· 

The word "di sciple" means "a learner". Jesus 
commanded His Apostl es to go make disciples (learn
ers) of all nations . (Mt. 28 :19,20) They were to ac
complish this through teaching. Those who hear and 
become learners can come to Christ. (Jno. 6 :45.) 

If one abides in God's word, then · he is truly His -
disciple. ( J no. 8 :31). In order to abide in His W?rd-_ 
we must know His word. To know His word we must 
study . (2 Tim. 2 :15.) 

In Character A Christian Is A Saint 
A saint is not a dis-embodied spirit, but is a chris

ti an. (Eph. 6 :1) he saints are th e sanctifi ed. (1 Cor. 
2 :2) sanctify means "to set apart for th e Master's 
use". (Ex. 13 :2,12.) 

A person becomes sanctified through obedience 
to th e truth . ( J no. 17 :17; 2 Thess. 2 :13.14. )_ The 
Corinthi ans were sanctifi ed (1 Cor. 6 :11) . Acts 18 :8 
tells how, and when, th ey were sanctified. A sancti
fied person is a person separated from sin to work 
for th e Lord. (Rom. 12 :1,2.) One must continu e in 
sanctifi cation. (Heb. 12 :14). This can be accomplished 
by abstainin g from sin . ( 1 Thess. 4 :3). · 

In Influence A Christian Is the Salt of the Earth 
and the Light of the World (Mt. 5:13-16). 

"That ye may become blameless and harmless 
childr en of God without blemish in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse g·eneration, among whom ye are 
seen as light s in th e world.'' (Phil 2 :15). A Chris
ti an, to be a light , must hold forth the word of lif e. 
(Phil. 2 :16). 

'' Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path .'' (Ps. 119 :105.) '' The opening of thy 
words giveth light . . . " (Ps . 119 :130) . "For the 
commandment is a lamp; and the law is light ... " 
(Pro v. 6 :23). '' And we have the word of prophecy 
made more sur e ; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as a lamp shinin g in a dark place ... " (2 Pet. 
1:19). . 

In Conflict A Christian Is A Soldier 

'' Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of 
Chri st J esus. No soldier on service entangleth him
self in th e affair s of this lif e; that he may please him 
who enrolled him as a soldier.'' (2 Tim. 2 :3,4.) A 
Chr istian must '' fight the good fight of faith'' . 
(1 Tim. 6 :12) . He must "w ar th e good warfare" . 
(1 Tim:fl 1 :18) . The Apostle is a great example of 
one who fought th e good fight. (2 Tim. 4 :7) . He said 

, imitate me as I have imitat ed Chri st. (1 Cor. 11 :1). 
Disobedience to the Word of God will cause the 

Lord' s army (th e Church) to be weak and sickly, 
and asleep. (1 Cor. 11 :30). Obedience to Hi s Word 
will make it stron g. (Acts . 20 :32). 
, The armor of th e soldier of Chri st is cl ef;cribed in 
Eph . 6 :10-20. Read and learn what it is. Put it on 
~nd wear it , Btit re:m~mbe:r there is no prot ection of-

fered for th e:-back in thi s armor . Must not turn back. 
(Lk. 9:62). , \• , _ 

The only . weapon given· a t hristian -to fight wjth 
is the '' sword . of t};le Spirit , which is the word of 
God". ( Kph. 6 :17) : ·But it is enough. It is "living 
and active, sharp er than . ai;i.y·'"two~edged sword". 
f Heb. 4 :12) . It cannot be destroy ed. (1 Pet ... 1 :25). 
J esus used it against the devil sucfessfully. (Mt . 4.) · 

_ It will do the job a chri stian soldier needs to do. 
(2 Cor. 10 :3-~). ' It is a powerful weapon. (Jas. 1:21, 
Rom. 1 :16). 

In Progress A Christian Is A Pilgrim 
(l Pet. 2 :11) . 

. As a . pilgrhn he -,is,)ookiiig for a city !h&t hath 
foundations; a better ·cbun~r;y; that is, a heavenly. 
(Heb. 11 :10,. 13, 16). He hopes ,-for the unseen, not 

. for the perishable things that · he sees and associates 
with all the time. (Rom. 8 :24, 25; 2 Cor. 4 :18) .. . __ 
In Relationship A Christian Is A Child of Q-od 

'' Behold what manner of love the Father -hath · 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called · i;>,hifdren 
of God; and such we are. (1 Jno. 3 :1). · · 

In Expectation A Christian Is an Heir Of God 

Th<il spirit beareth witn ess with out spi~it that we 
ar e children _ of. God : and if _children, then heirs ; 
heir s of God, and point .heirs with Chri st; H so 
be that we suff er with him, that we may also be glori
fied with him. " ( Rom. 8 :16, 17). . • . . - . 

'' And this .is the . promi se which he promised us, 
even life eternal." ( 1 J no. 2 .25). Yes, the Christian is 
ri ch. His inheritance is ,beyond comparison. Read 
about it in Jno. · 14 :1-6; and in Revelation, Chapters 
21 and 22. · , · 

;· r.· 
/"'~, · .. } 

Going Down The Valley 
' 

Life began in the highlands of purity. It will end 
in th e valley of ·shadows. We are traveling toward the 
setting of its sun, and -the ocean of dadmess . . The 
grave will envelope all that is mortal. 'l'he body will 
mould er in clay and will mingle with common dust. 

. . . ' . 

Memory in the material realm will . end with the 
last fleeting breath. Warmth and encouragement 
cannot be stimulated when the brow can no longer be 
wreathed in a smile. 'fhe pulseless body and the silent 
voice cannot stimulate or encourage our fellow beings. 
Memory of past deeds and a pure life may be helpful 
to those who knew us, but they think of them alto-, 
gether as of th e past .. There is simply a cold, silent, 
heartless, grav e that hides the dust of what used to 
be a person. 

So far as the material body is concerned, we have 
reached th e end of the journ ey. IT IS NOT VERY 
EN COURAGI~~ IS IT ?n But man is not wholly 
mortal; th e sp1r1t,, the soul,, ~he real per son lives on. 
Whatever we retain ot _memory _in that _ world I am 
constrain~d to believe will be _for our happiness, if 
·we have lived as J esus would have it here. Friend, be 
sur e that you seek God and Find Him and live in 
h_armony with his word for the few day~ that you re
side her e, and the end will be like the beautiful halo 
at th e end of th e day as the sun sinks to rest. 

- Thornton Crews 
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. SERMON OUTLINE 
By THORNTON CREWS 

I. 'l'here are only two Masters, Matt. 6 :24; Luke 
16 :13; Rom.. 8 :13; 6 :16; Gal. 5 :181 

II. · There are Twb Peoples : Jew and Gentile, Acts 
15 :9; Eph. 2 :15; (Joel 2 :28, 29; Acts 2 :16. · 

III. Two Classes . of People-Saved and lost, Luke 
, .18 :10. . . 
IV. Two Kingdoms: Matt. 12 :26; Jno. 18 :36; 

1. The Kingdom of Satan, Matt. 12 :26. 
2. he Kingdom of God, Jno. 3 :5; CoL 1 :13,14. 

V . .. There a:re two Testaments. Heb. 9 :15; 10 :9. 
1. he Old · Testament, Gal. 4 :22-26; Heb . 8 :7; 
10:9. 
2. The New Testament, Heb. 9 :16, 17; H eb. 10 :9. 

VI. There ar e Two Ways: Matt. ,7:13, 14; J er. 6:16. 
1. The Broad Way, Matt. 7 :13. 
2. The Narrow Way, Matt. 7 :14; Isa . 35 :8. 

VIL There are Two. Foundations: Matt. 7 :24-28. 
1. The Sandy One, Matt. 7 :26. 
2. The solid Rock, Matt. 7 :24; Isa. 28':16; 1 Cor. 
3 :11, 12. 

VIII. There are 'l'wo Classes 0£ Builders : Matt. 
7 :24-28 
1. The Foolish Ones, Matt. 7 :25; 15 :9. 
2. The Wises Ones, Matt.7 :24. 

IG. There are 'l'wo Kinds of Laws: Rom. 7 :'21-23. 
1. Human, Matt. 15 :9; Rom. 7 :22, 23. 

2. Divin e, Ps. 19.7; Rom. 8 :2; Ja s. 1 :25. 
X . Two System of Right eousness : Matt. 5 :20. 

1. Man' s, Rom. 9 :31; 10 :· 1-3. 
2. Divin e, Rom . 1 :16; Ps. 119 :172. 

XI. Ther e ar e Two De~tinations: P s. 9 :17 ; 1 Cor. 5 :1. 
1. Wicked, P s. 9 :17. 
2. Righteous, 2 Cor. 5 :1. 

XII. '.ri.vo Rewards : Matt. 25 :46. 
1. Unright eous, Matt. 25 :46; 2 'l'hess. 1 :7,8; Rev. 
21 :8. 
2.Righteous, Matt. 5 :12; 25 :46; Rev. 22 :14; Ps. 
16 :11. 

NEW BITS 
T_wo of our staff writ ers have recently changed 

locat10ns. Broth er E. V. Srygl ey is now t eachinO' in 
Florida Christian College, in Tamp a. Brother Ho~ace 
E. Huggins is now laboring with the church of Christ 
in Grove Hill, Ala. . 

.. -- --· ·-- -·- . ... . . . .. --- --- -

ATTENTION 
SEND 

THE WAY OF SALVATION 
TO A FRIEND AND HELP TEACH HIM 

THE TRUTH 
~~~~A~~.::l.:~;l);:.:~~~ 
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11r.i. 1Tra Ii. , 7a , ~ 1 THE COMPLETE NEW TESTAMENT 
. \lJI ~ e ~ " t n g ~ 1 u e - R 903 

· . · , 30 Talking Book Records 

) 

Whether you have read the Bible many times, or
like most people-have often promised yourself ·-to 
read it "some day," but have never gotten around 
•to it .. ·. ·listening to the Bible will be a memorable 
experie~ce fo{ you anfl your family .... Read aloud 
by gifted readers, the Bible's riches are suddenly 
reveal~d in a manner that has never before been 
possifrle. . · ; . Not a syllable has been changed or 
omit~ed. Acclaimed by the clergy, the ·Talking Bibles 
are complete and unabridged. Durable bound in 
simulated . Mo,~·occo with gold stamping. 

THE -COMPLETE NEW .!fESTAMENT 
. . R 901 

. ; .· 26 Talking · .Book Records .. 
' • Authorized Kjng James Version. "The beauty of the 
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Nine Complete ''Books : Gene$is, Judges, ~uth, Esther, 
Psalms, Prover-bs, Ecclesiates, The Song of Solomon, 
Isaiah .... "Makes an ideal gift , .. " (The Audio
Visual Ministry) . . ! ;· $29.95 · 

Catholic Edition (Confraternity of Chri stian Doc
trine Text) .... "I hearty commend the project of 
making the New Testament availabl e .... "-Francis 
Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop -of New York. 

$34.95 

The 4-Speed V-M Record Player is priced at the low 
price of $29.95. Player and/or records may be pur ·• 
chased on time pa.Y.ment plan with as low as 10% 
down . . G_et your order -in right away. 

. MAIL. ORD'.Jj:R TO 

Way of Salvation 
1213 East Jorda~ ' Street• ·• - - - Pensacola, · Florida 

♦ 

November, .1956 WAY OF -SALVATION Page 3 

QUIBBLES ·ON JOHN 3:5· 
The scriptur e we are to study is where Jesus said 

to Nicod emu s, " Ver ily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex
cept a man be born of wat er and of the Spirit, he 
cannot ente r into th e kin gdom of God.'' 

• In form.er• articl es th e editor has affirmed that 
th e word "water " in the above passage refers to wa
ter baptism, and is thu s a part of the new birth men
tioned. A reader obj ects to this stricture. He ac
knowledges that he does not "know for sure what the 
word 'water ' her e means", but he is sure it does not 
mean water; Hi s ar e the same quibbles made by other 
denomination al pr eachers and teachers in their ef
forts to set aside th e necessity of baptism. 

Would Make Baptism Essential 
"If th e word 'w ater' in St. John 3 :5 means literal 

water, then th at mak es water baptism essential to sal
vation, for it would be part of the new birth, This I 
don't beli eve '' . 

l. A nswer : Bu t bapti sm is essential to salvation; it 
is a part of the new birth. In the six times baptism and 
salvati on, or it s equi valent, are mentioned together 
in the New 'l' estam ent (Mk, 1 :4; 16 :16; Lk. 3 :3, 
Acts 2 :38 ; 22 :16 ; 1 P et , 3 :21), baptism is always 
placed between the sinner and salvation. Salvation is 
I N Christ (E ph. 1 :3 ; 2 Tim. 2 :10). One must be 
baptiz ed ' 'IN TO '' Chri st before he can reach salva
tion. (Rom . 6 :3-; Gal. 3 :27.) It is dangerous for one 
to disbelieve God's word. 

"'Water ' Here Means 'Spirit'" 
" ' W at er ' in this pa ssage means 'Spirit' ", not 

wate r bapti sm.'' 
l. A nswer: If "wate r" here means "Spirit,'.' then 

I wonder what the word "Spirit" means 1 A rule in 
gra m.mer says that if you have the right meaning of 
a word you can sub stitute the definition in place of 
the word and it will make good .sense, Hence, if '' wa
ter '' meaµ s ' 'S pirit ' ' and we substitute ''Spirit'' for 
"'\Vate r " , the stat ement will read, ''Except a man 
be born of Spirit and of the Spirit ... " Sounds ridi
culou s, doesn't it ? 

· The word ' ' wate r'' does not mean ''Spirit'' be
cause ' ' Spi r it'' is mentioned as something in addi
tion t o ' ' W ater '' - '' of water · AND of the Spirit . '' 
Here the word '' Spirit'' is from the . Greek word 
PNEUMA . " Water" is from · the Greelr word HUDA
TOS. 

"Born bf Water Even the Spirit" 
' ' Th e word ' And' is from the Greek word ·,KAI' 

-and is oft en tran slated 'Eyen' . So the correct --read
ing is : 'B orn of wat er, even the Spirit'. No baptism 
her e." · . ' · · 

l. A n.swer: Tr ue , the word "K:AI" is sometimes 
tran:islat ed " ·Eve n" , But the · meaninff .of the context 
determin es its :use. ·What . proof · is there that . '' ·KAI;' 
in J no. 3 :5 is. rend er ed-:'' Even'' ? More than one hun
dr e_d .Gr eek schol_ar s tr anslat ed th e Bibk -into ,_ many 
lan g uage_s_, · and .: not. \'llle r end ers "KAI" · to · mean 
'' E ven ' '.;_Tb}.S· a,lo~ pro.ves the : above'.,inter-pretation 
to be ,fal se .. ·2:·If .. '!_Water -1'. is ·"e'V'eti the :Spirit", 
then John bapti zed in AEnon near to Saliin ; because 
there was much ' '.Spirit" there. ( J no. 3 :23.) And 
when J esu s· was bapt ized, he . "went up straightway 
out of th e Spir it" (Matt. 3 :16'.) Philip and the 
eunu ch cam._e "un to _a. _!,ler~~iri... Spirit", and they .... both 

' ' ; ' . ' 

' went down into " th e Spirit. (Acts 8 :36-38.) Such 
· r eason1ng · ( t ) is absur ed' 

3. Only words of equal rank ma y be join ed by th e 
word '' even''. '' God and the Fath er of our Lord 
Jesus Chri st'' ( Col. 1 :3), means '' God even the 
Father". The words "God" and "Father" here are 
of equal rank. H ence, it is un scrip tural to say "born 
wards. The word s "water" and "Spirit'' are not 
5of equal rank. Hence, it is unscriptural to say "born 
of · water everi . th e Spirit'' or '' born of Spirit even 
water". To do so is to wre st the scriptur es. 

. "Water" May Mean "Word" 
· '' The word ' wat er' in thi s pa ssage may mean 

'woi·d '. S_ome Christian teachers and pr eachers think 
s·d'."'' .. . ... 

· · 1. An swer : Many preache rs think and teach a 
h'ost of thing s not authoriz ed in God's Book. No gos
pel preach er will affirm that "water" here means 
''word . '' 

2. Since words of the same meaning can be substi
tuted for each other and still make good sense, let us 
put the word "word ·" in place of "water" in the 
· following scriptur es : '' And John also was baptizing 
in AEnon near to Salim, because ther e was much 
word th ere" (Jno. 3 :23); Philip and the eunuch 
"both went down into the word" ( Acts 8 :38) ; "Can 
any nia:n forbid word, that th ese should not be bap
tiz ed . . . ? " ( Act s 10 :4 7.) Such make s non esense ! 

. 3. If ''wat er' ' her e mean s ''Spirit'' it would be . . ' mter estmg to know what the word ''Spirit'' means . 
Water At Natural Birth 

'' 'Wat er ' in this scripture could mean the water 
present at natural birth.'' 

: 1. A nswer: If th ere is such wat er at physical 
b1rth, both wat er and chil d are born. The child is not 
'' boTn of wate r' ' at natur al bi r th; he is born of 
woman. 

2. In th e ph ysical r ealm ther e are what are called 
"dry birth s ", birth s when there was no water pres
ent. Now if "water" in Jno. 3 :5 means water at 
physical birth, then all babies of a '' dry birth'' are 
hound foi< hell, for "b'orn of water" is a part of the 
ne\v birth. Je sus said; '' Except a MAN be born 
again ... ? '' not an unborn infant! 

'Water Baptism and Spirit Baptism 
"If 'water' here means water baptism then 'the 

Spirit' mean s Spirit baptism.'' ' 
· 1. An swer: Thi s is not true for the simple reason 

th at th~re is only o~e birth mentioned (Jno. 3 :3.) 
Jesu s ch.cl not say be born again and again". 

· · 2. The Spirit has a par t in the new birth. He re
vealed the plan of salvation, the conditions of the new 
birtl~. (Jno. 16 :13; 14 :26 ; Acts 2 :1-47). He directs 
~nd rnstruc ts throu gh the New Testament , Hence one 
1s born again when he follows the directions of the 

_ H%ly ·Spirit and . obeys . the gospeL (Rom. 8 :14; Acts 
2 :08-47, 8 :36-?9). What ever one must do to be saved 
he must also do to bi:i'_bo1'n again. 
_ ~- Th e __ Holy Spirit ins~ructs sinners . to . believe in 
Clmst', (Jno ; 3:16 )","repent of all sins .(Acts 17:30· 
LJ~·.13 :3);_;co~f_e~~,'fai !h,}n:.Christ (Rom. 10 :Q-10) and 
be baptized ·-rn wat~1.. unto . the remis sion" of sins 
_~Acts. 2 :38:,R.V ; · 16 :16 ; · :Acts 8 :36-; 10 :48'~)" Water 

.·,u,-_ an ~fe~e~·~, u,s_ed··:in the· ,process of the rie:W ·bfrth. 
He:1ee,-bapti sm, 1s NOT · the new birth, but }s_a: part 

· of it. One ·who obeys the commands of the Spirit is 
"born of "'.ater and of the Spirit''. 
. Let 1;1s · accept all Bibl e truth on any given sub
Je.c\ , , b~lieve _and obey ft. Let th ere be no quibblin g 
over the S-av1our 's prec10us word ! · 
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THE BEAUTY of H·OLINESS 
By GUS NICHOLS 

God is not only the Author of our lives and t~e 
Father our Spirits; he is also the Creator of all tha~ is 
lovely and beautifol ~n nature. H.e made the to~ermg 
hills, the rolling plams and fertile valleys, with. the 
winding streams that intervene. , He made the b1~ds 
that sing and the flowers t~at ~loom, toget~er with 
the silvery moon and the ghttermg stars which dec
orate the heavens by night. All of this gorgeous 
beauty is a divine appeal. unto th~ heart thro~gh 
the avenue of the eye. While the wicked are gazmg 
into the mud, the righteous are lifting their umyorthy 
heads and reveling with the stars above. While the 
former are fretting the day away because the rose 
bush has its thorns, the latter are beguiled and en
raptured with the gorgeous beauty of the rose itself, 
and do not even note that the thorns are there. The ' 
Christian is commanded, therefore, to think on 
"Whatsoever things are lovely." (Phil. 4 :8). To a 
divinely refined and cultured per~on, there is bea~ty 
everywhere, even in the self-demals and hardships 
of the Christian life. 

"Beauty of Holiness'' 
'' Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name : 

bring an offering, and come before him : worship the 
Lord in the BEAUTY OS HOLINESS." (1 Chron. 
16 :29.) Here we learn that goodness, purity and up
rightness should characterize those who present them
selves be£ ore the Lord in worship. 'fhey are to be 
holy, or ''unworldly'', set apart for God, to be, as it 
were exclusively his. Such is '' THE BEAUTY OF 
HOLINESS." In fact, there is nothing else in . all the 
universe that is comparable to this in beauty. The 
faithful Christian is, thorefore, a beautiful creature 
to behold. '' The Lord taketh pleasure in his people : 
HE WILL BEAUTIFY the meek with salvation." 
(Psa 149.4.) The true Christian is clothed with sal
vation, and is so meek and gentle in his life, that he 
is a creature of beal.lty and attraction. He may have 
a ruddy complexion, and au l.lgly frame, hut if he 
has a beautiful and kindly spfrit within, he will be 
able, by his magnetic goodness, and Christian per
sonality, to draw those of, fine sense and good taste 
to be his friends. The most beautiful thing in the 
world cannot be seen in a mirror. "FAVOR IS DE

. CEITFUL, AND BEAUTY IS VAIN: but a woman 
that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised." (Prov. 
31 :30. Phy sical attraction, WITHOUT INWARD 
BEAUTY, is deceptive and vain. An hour spent with 
God in humbl e prayer and devotion, confessing and 
forsaking ones sins, and imbibing the Spirit of the 
Master, is worth a month at the beauty parlor with 
out this. A loveable disposition and pleasing personal
ity is far more important than a loeautifql exterior. 
The outside is easily spoiled from w.j.thin. 

Pure In Heart 
'' Blessed are the pure in heart.'' (Mat. 5 :S.) H 

one is not pure within his very thoug4ts, affections 
and purpose s, no amount of outward bmi,uty can atone 
for the awful defect. Neither can costly array llide w
ward uglin es~. A kind heiµ-t, ~:µd a SY!Jlpat~_eti.c UU; 
derstap.diug, with a~ all~consuming desire to do rig~t, 
together with a ''Meek and quiet spirit' ·'· is in the 
sight .of God of great price. (Pet. 3 :1-4.) Out of the 
heart comes forth the words and deeds. (Mat. 15 :19.) 
Hence, we should gua11d and keep the heart with all 
dilligen~e. '' For out of it are the issues of life.'' 

(Prov. 4 :23.) '' As he thinketh _in his hear~, s? i~ he.''. 
(Prov. 23 :7.) Hence, in the fmal analysis, it is the 
culture and refinement of the inward man that counts, 
and not something costly for the outward man . (2 
Cor. 4 :16-18.) Nothing but a beautiful life can come 
forth from a pure heart. (Acts 5 :3.) 'l'he beauty of 
the outward man soon fades away. (Eccl. 3 :11.) But 
inward beauty continues so long as (fle is guided by 
the word of God. Jesus said the scribes and Phari
sees were '' Like unto white sepulchres, which indeed 
appear BEAUTIFUL OUTWARD, but are within 
full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.'' 
(Mat. 23 :27.) Outward beauty wa~ insufficie~t then, 
and it is today. Some dav the pamt and whitewash 
will all come off. · 

Outward Man Beautified From Within 
'fhe outward man may be made beautiful from 

within-from the heart. This may be summed up in 
the following items: : · 

1. THE FACE may be made to shine with wisdom. 
'' A man's wisdom maketh his face to shine, and the 
boldness of his face shall be changed." ( Eccl. 8 :1.) 

2. THE LIPS may be beautiful with truth. (1 Pet. 
3 :8-11.) Such an one will love life and see good days . 

3. THE EYES are made beautiful with pity for 
the unfortunate, the sick and the lost of earth. '' Be 
pitiful." (1 Pet. 3-8.) 

4. 'l'HE VOICE is made beautiful in prayer and 
by sing'ing the praise of God. (Eph. 5 :19; 1 Thess. 
5 :17-18.) 

5. CHARITY BEAUTIFIES THE HANDS. 
(Prov. 31 :20.) The most lovely hands are those ac
customed to reaching out to the needy-ministering 
hands. 

6. 'fHE FEET are beautiful that are given to 
bearing glad tidings of gospel truth to others. (Rom. 
10 :15; Isa. 52 :7-8.) 

7. MY FIGURE, or body is beautiful by upright 
ness, and by being adorned with all the Christian 
graces, in cluding temperance, or self control. (2 Pet. 
1 :5-11; Prov. 15 :8.) 

8. OUR WALK is beautiful when we walk in the 
steps of the Master. (1 Pet. 2 :21.) 

9. THE BEST DRESSED PEOPLE are those 
who have put off the old man, or manner or life, and 
have put on the new man, or manner of life. (Eph. 
4 :22-32; Col. 3 :8-15.) In being baptized into Christ , 
we are to thus put on Christ. ( Gal. 3 :27). Then Christ 
is to be formed in us, and we are to let the world 
see Jesus in us, and through us. ( Gal. 4 :9) . Such 
people can worship God "In the beauty of holiness." 
(1 Chron. 16 :29.) Those who do this are promised 
"Beauty for ashes". (Isa. 61 :3.) 

TRACT PRINTED 
The material in the June issue on HOW TO 

flND THE NEW TESTAMENT · CHURCH has 
been printed in tract form. This tract could be 
used effectively in persoJtal work. It is written 
primarily to instruct the 11,verage person, who 
knows· little or nothing about the Chur~h of _ 
C.fltjst.. This · booklet contafr_tf! ~ pag~, lts · over• 

· all size 3 ½ · inch~s by · s· inches. The price $5.00 per 100: . . . . 

Free sample copies of tracts and papers will 
be sent upon request. 
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The Newness of Christianity 
By E. V. SRYGLEY, JR. 

Not Just Another Religion 

h " Id 1· . " Christ ian ity is not ju st anot er wor re igion . 
Some who profess to be Christians reg~rd _Christi
ani ty as t r uth to them. Th ey say Buddhism is truth 
to the Buddhist s, etc. 

'l'o the contrar y, Christianity is the only source 
of eternal salvation to accountable 
people. Th ere were, in the time of 
Christ false religions and false 
ohilo s~phies. Notwith standing this 
fact, Jesus said, "I am the Way", 
Jno. 14.6. 

In Paul's day there were false 
r eligions. Nevertheless, Paul said 
that the Gospel is God's means of 
salvation. Rom. 1 :16. 

H enc e althou gh th ere were 
many religions and philosophies in 
the day of Christ and of Paul, 

Chri sti anity was the only TRUE WAY OF LIFE. 

Not A Renovated Judaism 

Christianity is not just an outgrowth of the Old 
Testam ent reli gion of Judaism. . 

Calvini sts affirm that the church started with 
Adam and Eve ; hence, that · Christianity is _simyly 
the culmination of what start ed in the very begmnmg. 

But J esus says in Matt. 16 :18, '' . . . I will build 
my chur ch . . . ' ' The verb tra~slated '' will buil~'' 
means to build from the foundation up. Hence, Chris• 
ti anity is entir ely new and distinct_; no~ h~vin!s any 
organic conn ection with any precedmg mstitut10n. 

Now Is It New? 

Whe I speak of th e newness of Christianit~, I re
fer to the distinctiveness of it. What, then, is new, 
distinct and different about Christianity ? 
' P ar ti cularly, in what ways does it differ from the 
old Jud aism of the Old Testament? 

Universal 

Chri st ianit y is not limited or bound by any race, 
or na tion. Th e Gospel of Christianity is to be 
pr eached t o every creature, Matt. 28 :18-20; Mark 
16 :15, 16. . 

'l'he Mosaic r eligion was not umver sal. It was 
limit ed to the Isra elites only, Deut. 5 :2, 3. 

H ence, no Gentile as such was ever commanded 
to keel? the Law of Moses. . . 

Incidentally, then, the obligation to keep the 
Sabbath woul d not be upon Gentil es today even if 
the Law of Moses were still the rule of faith and prac 
t ice for the people of God. 

Perfect Salvation . 
No sin from the time of Adam to the death of 

Chri st was perfe ctly remov ed in absolute remis sion, 
H eb. 10 :1-4. 

He b. 10 :1-4 makes . it clear that animal sacrifices 
could not remove sins. Henc e, no matter when ani
mal sacr ifices occur ed, they did not forgive sins com-

• pl etely. • 
Heb. 10 :1-4 t eaches that prior to the time of 

Chri st th ere had to be a continual sacrificing. 

But the new convenant and the death of Christ 
provid e a perfect salvation, J er. 31 :31-34; Heb. 9 :15. 

Related Differently 

Today, one is not brought into covenant relation
~hip with God as Jewish infants were related to God. 

'l'he physical birth into this world also made the 
infant under Moses a member of the commonwealth 
of Israel. 

However, today, teaching is absol_utely necessary 
to embracing Christianity and entermg . the church, 
Jno . 6 :44, 45; Mark 16 :16; Acts 2 :38. 

It is this feature of Christianity that makes infant 
chur ch membership impossible. Infants cannot be 
taught. 

CREEDS 
By THORNTON CREWS 

Would a man upon clear day take a lantern to 
. lio'ht his children's way to school ? So does the man 
who takes a creed to light the way to heaven. Creeds 
ar e needless things. They always obscure instead of 
increase the light. Weak eyes may call for colored 
ofasses but no man needs a creed in order to keep 
down the glare of the true light of God's word. God 
ha s spoken to us in plain and simple lang~age _about 
our duty ... Many of us spend a lot more time m our 
efforts to understand the things that God. has not 
r evealed than we do in trying to understand the 
thinO"s that he wants us to do. All creeds are not writ
t en. 

0

Many of. us have our own private theory. Let us 
be careful not to add to what God says. 

-Thornton Crews 

THE TALKING BIBLE 

· Is a pricele~s treas11re for every member of 
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