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GIVING. 

E. L. Jorgenson. 

We have just passed that season 
when giving is common. Most of it 
was sincere, but too much was of nec-
essity; a sort of black-mail; a manner 
of giying to those that gave to you 
last year, and in the same amounts. 
How many did you remember who can 
not "recompense again?'1 I t is good 
to do a thing occassionally that does 
not terminate in yourself.* Leave self 
entirely out. Bless one who cannot 
bless in return ^nd taste something of 
that "grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might become rich." 

BLASPHEMY; FALLING AWAY; 

WILLFUL SIN. 

I t was wisdom in Divinity to leave 
those passages (Matt. 12, Heb. 6 and 
10) that deal with unpardonable sin 
slightly obscured, as they are, for so 
they best accomplish the very purpose 
whereunto they were sent. If it were 
given us to know that murder, for in-
stance, were the Unpardonable sin, we 
would take care not to go too far in 
that direction, and would feel restrain-
ed from other sins, as we do because of 
the indefiniteness of those passages. 

There is, moreover, sufficient tend-
ency on the part of Christians to pick 
through the Scriptures, listing the 
things they may do and the things they 
may not do, and so virtually place 
themselves under a law of 'their own 
interpretation no better than the Mo-
saic. But just at this point those pas-
sages on unpardonable sin come in as 
brakes to such procedure; at this point 
the contrite heart cries out, "Father^ 
I do not see my way so well just here; 
I can not list this sin; O, keep back 

thy servant from this sin, whatever it 
may be." 

If this cry is upon your lips, do not 
fear that you are in an unpardonable 
condition, and why I say this will be-
come clear later. Now notice: 

(1) The sin never to be forgiven 
that Jesus mentions is called "Blas-
phemy against the Holy Spirit," and 
is defined by him as "Speaking against 
the Holy Spirit." 

(2) The sin impossible to be re-
pented of, mentioned in Heb. 6: 6, is 
called "Falling Away," and is defined 
as "Crucifying to themselves the Son 
of God afresh." 

(3) The sin mentioned in Heb. 11: 
26, for which there remains no more 
sacrifice, is called "Willful Sin," and 
is defined as follows: 

(a) "Treading under foot the Son 
of God." 

(b) "Counting the blood ofjthe 
covenant an unholy thing." 

(c) "Doing despite unto the Spirit 
of Grace." 

Summing up: 
1. Speaking against the Spirit 

(Matt. 12). 
2. "Crucifying the son afresh (Heb. 

6). " * 
3. Treading under foot the Son 

(Heb. 10). 
1 4. Counting the blood an unholy 

thing (Heb. 10). 
5. Doing despite unto the Spirit 

(Heb. 10). 
But some one interposes: "True this 

brings the scriptures dealing with the 
subject together, but does not prove 
a thing." Very well, then; if bring-
ing together the scriptures on the sub-
ject does not prove a thing, I am unwill-
ing to-attempt to prove a thing. Never-
theless, I have upon your own confes-
sion accomplished my purpose: to show 
that a certain obscurity surrounds the 
subject when all that God lias to say 
has been said. Very well, then, let 

those passages rest, so far as a full un-
derstanding of them is concerned with 
the secret things of God; but let us 
never neglect to grasp their obvious 
purpose: warning. 

Again you interpose: "Then you 
leave me where you found me, in my 
discouraged condition, fearing that I 
have committed the unpardonable 
sin! 

That I am altogether unwilling to 
do. And if you are willing to be so 
discouraged it is because you do not 
believe what Jesus says,—Do not think 
you can gain anything in the judg-
ment day by excusing yourself on the 
ground that you had fallen away; 
wanted to come back, but did not, be-
cause you feared you couldn't. That 
little story may satisfy the preacher, 
but it won't pass up there. 

Now, to our encouragement, hear 
what Jesus says: 

"Him that cometh unto me I will in 
no wise cart out." (John 6: 37). Not 
"Him that cometh unto me that does 
not think he has committed the unpar-
donable sin I will in no wise cast out," 
but "him,"any "him." Yes sir; I am 
glad Jesus did not insert my name in-
stead of "him" in. that passage, for 
then it might mean some other person 
by my name; but I know "him " means 
any one, hence every one, hence me. 
Yes, and you. 

Again: "He that will, let him take 
the water of. life freely" (Rev. 22: 
17). If you "will," you shall have the 
water freely. Do you will? If you 
will, "come," you shall not be cast out. 
Will you come? If you can "will," if 
you can "come," you are certainly not 
among unpardonables. 

To conclude, most surely there is a 
sin unto death; a sin in reference to 
•the Spirit, the Blood and the Son. 
Most certainly there is. God said it. 
But most surely he who can "will" and 
will "come" has not committed it, no 



matter what, else he has done, for such 
a one is not to be cast out and denied 
the Water of Life, (rod said it, it is 
enough. 

Write your name forever into his 
precious promise, lest some day you be 

unable, having been hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin, to "will ' and to 
"come."—Christian Leader-Way. 

A flower tells where 
kissed the earth. 

the sun has 

Virtue is the path of God and vice 
that, of the devil. 

He is the most fortunate who is the 
most innocent. 
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•THE CROWN OF SALVATION." 

Flavil Hall. 

In a recent issue of "The Golden 
Age." a Baptist paper published from 
Atlanta, there'appeared an article by 
"Rev. Robert Stuart MacArthur," in 
which he says: "We see on .Christ's 
brow ths Crown of salvation. I limit 
the word salvation or redemption, for 
a moment, to our personal Christian 
experience. I shall not make light of 
the church. God fbrbid. I am too 
much of a church man for that. The 
church is the bride of Christ. He 
came from heaven to woe and win 
her." But., says he: "In Christian ex-
perience it is Christ first, Christ last, 
Christ always." Thus he recognizes 
the church a ^ijiportant in some sense 
(that can neverVbe explained), but as 
something to be forgotten in the all-
important. matter of seeking salvation. 
If one is saved without the church and 
then cannot fall from grace, as this 
Baptist writer says, then no.one can 
tell in what sense the church is import-
ant to the soul. He says Christ left 
heaven to woo and win the church. If 
He woos, wins and saves people before 
they enter the church, as Mr. McAr-
ther says, then what sense is there in 
talking about His leaving heaven to 
win the church? Do the members fall 
from grace and have to be won again? 

There is nothing more plainly 
taught in the New Testament than that 
the same process that leads people to 
salvation leads, them into the church 

of Christ. In Acts 16:34, we read pf 
the jailer and his house, which means 
the jailer and his family. We also 
read of Noah and his house, which 
means Noah and his family. If we 
read of the house of God, it, of course, 
means the family of God. Paul speaks 
thus of the house of God: "But if I 
tarry long, that thou mayest know how 
thou oughtest to behave thyself in the 
house of God, which is the church of 
the living God, the pillar and ground 
of the truth." (I. Tim. 8:15.) Thus 
we see that the church of God is the 
house or family of God; and, of course, 
the family of God includes all the chil-
dren of God. "He is the Savior of the 
body." (Eph. 5:23.) Since Christ is 
the Savior of the body, it follows that 
in order to be saved one must enter into 
and become a member of the church. 
The body is thfe church. "He is the 
head of the body." (Col. 1:18.) In 
Eph. 5:24, 25, the apostle declares 
Christ gave himself for the chu rch -
that is he shed his blood for the church. 
Therefore to get the benefits of the 
blood of Christ, we must enter into the 
one body, or church, and thus become 
members of it; and it is by the blood of 
Christ that we are saved or' become 
Christians, and without the benefits 
of the blood of Christ there is "no re-
mission." (See Heb. 9:22; also I. 
John 1:7.) I t is IN CHRIST (not 
out of him), says Paul, that all Chris-
tians have redemption and forgiveness 
of sins through his blood. "In whom 
we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins." (Col. 
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1:14; see also Eph. 1:7.) To be in 
Christ is to be in his church, for the 
church is the body of Christ. Who 
now rejoice in my sufferings for you, 
and fill up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his 
body's sake, which is the church." (Col. 
1:24.) "The church, which is his body." 
(Eph. 1:22, 23.) Since all Christians 
have redemption find forgiveness of 
sins IN Christ, and to be in Christ is 
to be in his church, it follows that all 
Christians are in the church. 

Mr. MacArthur tells of being call-
ed upon to visit a dying man. He says 
that was no time to talk about the 
church; that it was the time to talk 
about Christ; that Christ did not say, 
"Come unto baptism all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden," but said, "Come 
unto me and I will give you rest. 
Suppose he (MacArthur) were to tell 
a person to come into the Baptist 
church. The person could no more do 
so without, coming to baptism than he 
could abolish the Constitution of the 
United States. People cannot come 
now to the literal body of Christ, but 
we have seen above that the church is 
called the body of Christ, that salva-
tion is found therein and hence to 
come to Christ is to come to his church. 
Baptism is the very act by which the 
penitent believer enters into Christ, 
and hence, one cannot heed the words, 
"Come unto me" without being bap-

tized any more than a person can come 
into the Baptist church without being 
baptized. To be baptized into the Bap-
tist church is to come into a human in-
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stitution that the Bible says nothing 
ibout. To be baptized into Christ— 
into his church is to come into a di-
rine institution where salvation 
through Jesus' blood is found. ''Bap-
tized into Jesus Christ." (Rom. 6 : 3 ) . 
'Baptized into Christ," (Gal. 3:21.) 
The heart must be prepared by faith 
and the life by repentance before a 
person can be baptized into Christ. 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved." (Mark 16:16.) "Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?. Then 

Peter said unto them, Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins." (Acts 2:37, 38.) One cannot 
come to Christ and find salvation with-

v. 

out faith and without repentance. 
We cannot evade the truth and set 

aside the plain way of salvation set 
forth in the gospel. May the people 
learn to study diligently the word of 
God for themselves and to walk in the 
truth. 

••»»» +»» »»» » • » • • • '»• <• • » » *.* • » • • • 
BIBLES. 

CONTRIBUTIONAL 

"THE BESETTING SIN." 

After a whole chapter of examples, 
showing how some of the most promi-
nent characters of the Old Testament 
proved themselves faithful; the authoi 
of the letter to the Hebrews, pens this 
striking admonition: Therefore let us 
also, seeing we are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay 
aside every weigh*, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us and let us run 
with patience the race that is set be-
fore us." (Heb. 12:1.) Some have 
construed . this to mean, that we all 
have a sin which clings to us more ten-
aciously than aftother, and that this 
sin may vary as widely in its nature, 
as one individual may very in charac-
ter upon another. I held to this the-
ory for a long while, and hence desig-
nated this to be the "besetting sin." 
So I strove daily with myself to dis-
cover the sin which "so easily beset 
me." One day I would be tempted in 
one way and think now I have discov-
ered my "besetting sin," and the next 
day would be tempted through differ-
ent channels, and discard the con-
clusion I had arrived at the day be-
fore, and so was never able to hold to 
one particular sin very long at a time. 
Consequently I was driven to a care-
ful study of the text on which the "be-
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setting sin" theory is based. (Heb. 12: 
1.) I understood that I must know 
my "besetting sin!" else I could never 
know when I had laid it aside. So 
good reader lets you and I study this 
passage together. And seeing that it 
is of so vast importance, let's lay aside 
every preconceived idea and enter up-
on this investigation with open minds. 
And see if we can arrive at a concluson 
which we shall not be compelled to 
discard as often as we are tempted. 

In fact let us see if we can grasp the 
thought which the writer strives to 
convey. Please get your Bible, turn 
to the Hebrews); read from the begin-
ning through the tenth chapter. What 
is the prime purpose of this part of the 
letter? If we can correctly answer 
this question, our task is easy, and our 
success is sure, in our search for the 
"besetting sin." The writer's purpose 
is evidently to teach us, that God has 
spoken. Has spoken to us in or through 
his Son. Heb. 1:2. That God's Son 
has authority to make and has made a 

. New Covenant with us. That this 
covenant is as much greater than the 
old, as Christ his Son, is greater than 
Moses, his servant who was the Medi-
ator of the old law, Testament, or ? 
Covenant. In short his purpose is to 
produce in our hearts FAITH. He 
wants us as trustingly to obey God 
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through Christ, as the faithful ones he 
here names obeyed God through Moses. 
Chap. 11:1, to 12:1. 

Next from Chap. 10:19-25 is a deep 
exhortation to steadfastness in faith 
and worship. 

In verse 26-37 is a fearful threat, 
showing how fearful a thing it is to 
fall into the hands of God with in-
sufficient faith, to cause us to do his 
bidding, showing that even under an 
inferior covenant., those who disobey-
ed, incurred his displeasure, and en-
voked his wrath.—26-80. Next an en-
couragement lest Ave faint in the way. 
38-39. 

Next Chap. 11:1 he defines the 
word Faith, which is the very oppo-
site of disbelief. Next the long list 
of Old Testament worthies whom he 
would have us take for our examples 
of faith. They had been faithful un-
der a Covenant much inferior to the 
one under which we live. Next comes 
the striking admonition which has 
been puzzling us. 12:1. This sen-
tence divides itself into two parts. We 
quote it in full. Therefore let us al-
so, seeing we are composed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside 
every weight and the in which doth 
so easily beset us. Note we are to lay 
aside two things "every weight" and 
the "sin" Please note the word "every 
Used̂  in connection with the word 
weighty and hence the weight are ren-
dered plural and has no connection 
with the next sentence except that . i t 
is joined by the word and, which only 
shows that it is of as much importance 
to lay aside the sin which "do so eas-
ily beset us," as to "lay aside every 
weight which doth so easily beset us." 
So good reader may we not logiically 
conclude that every weight that we 
mut lay aside are anything that may 
harden us while running the Christian 
race, and that they are not specific 
sins as some have concluded. Jesus 
said, "come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden." Matt. 11:28-30. 
Now a person can only be laden with 
weight. 

-'If. thy right hand cause thee to 

stumble, cut it off. (Matt. 8:7-9.) ' One 
thing thou lackest, go sell that thou 
hast and give to the poor." (Matt. 19: 
21.) 

"But they that are minded to be rich 
fall into a temptation and a snare. 
(I. Tim. 6:9.) etc, etc. There are on-
ly some of the weights which must be 
laid aside else we will utterly fail to 
run the race with steadfastness. But 
what is "the sin which doth so easily 
beset us?" Please note that this sin 
is modified or limited by the definite 
article the. Hence is some particular 
sin, and cannot be in one the sin of 
drunkenness, and in another fornica-
tion. Rnd in still another witch-craft. 
But is a sin common to all. I t is the 
sin that besets all alike. Just as the 
weights "beset" all alike. Then task 
the question again. What can it be? 
It must be the "evil heart of unbelief." 
Heb. 3 :12. This was the sin which 
caused the Israelites to be denied an 
entrance into God's rest. Heb. 3:19. 
This evil heart of unbelief, caused the 
natural branches of the olive tree to 
be broken off. See Rom. 11:18-20. 
We also have the admonition in this 
letter. "Take heed," (which is equal 
to the more common words "watch." 
"lest there be in any of us the evil 
heart of unbelief." (Heb. 3:12. 

The salvation of all men is based on 
this one word, faith. For "God so 
loved the world, he gave his only be-
gotten son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish but have eter-
nal life." And the destruction of all 
the wicked will be on account of dis-
belief, for he that disbelieveth shall 
be condemned. See Mark 15:16. 

Then good reader, May we say, that 
in our humble judgment the besetting 
sin," is the evil heart of unbelief. From 
wherever only comes the one fruit, dis-
obedience. We must possess that faith 
that worketh by love, if we hope to 
enter into that rest, which God has 
prepared for all the faithful. 

By a student of the Remmerson 
Bible School.,—Holland, Ga. 

BIBLE STUDY. 

John Straiton. 

Some weeks ago, I received from 
Bra Rowe a copy of Bro. G. Dallas 
Smith's outlines of Bible Study. I t 
is a little book of sixty pages, well 
printed on good paper and neatly 
bound in green cloth. I t is enriched 
with six maps and a chart of the ages, 
and is well worth the modest price of 
twenty-five cents for which it is sold. 

No one can do the thinking or study- ^ 
ing for another, and any 'help' that 
proposes to do this is a delusion and a 
snare. Bro. Smith's book gives us the 
outlines of study but makes us do our 
own studying. I have shown my ap-
preciation of it by having it adopted 
in the Sunday morning Bible Class 
which I conduct here. 

No human production is perfect and 
it may be worth while to point out two 
smali slips in it. The question is 
asked when was the name (Bible) first 
given, and the answer is, "In the fourth 
or fifth century." In the Clementine 
epistle to the Romans written about 
A. D. 140 the name Bible first appears. 

Another question is, why is the 
king James translation called the au-
thorized version and the answer is, 
l>ecause it was authorized to be read in 
the churches of England. It was not 
authoriized to be read in the various 
churches of England but in the Church 
of England—that is the Episcopal 
Church. 

I commend it to the brethren as one 
of the best little books we have and 
predict for it a long career of useful-
ness. 

We are the sons of our own deeds. 
PACE FOUR 

Mercy is the crown of justice and 
the greatest attribute to heaven. 

A bad compromise is better than a 
law-suit. 

When the judgment is weak, the pre-
judice is strong. 
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CHURCHES AT WORK 

BIBLE SCHOOL. 

ORGANIZATION. 

We said last week, that teaching 
the Bible to all in the church is the 
work of the church and should not be 
done by a separate organization. We 
wish to emphasize that, with an illus-
tration, which is quite common. I 
asked a young lady, who had been 
quite an active worker in her Sunday 
School about the condition of her 
church. She replied, that she had not 
been to church in several months; that 
she had never taken a great deal of in-
terest in the church and that the en-
tertainment of the Sunday School had 
grown disinteresting to her. If she 
had been taught that her duty was to 
the church and that her eteinal salva-
tion depended upon her adhering faith-
fully to the church, her pleasure would 
have been in service to the church and 
not in the entertainment of tjhe Sun-
day School. Let the church, with its 
elders and teachers do the work of the 
Sunday School, .but we must not de-
strov •» God-given work because some-
thing else is doing that work. Again, 
tfe wish to say, that teaching the Bible 
to every one is not a "good work" 
which the church may or may not do, 
but a part of the work which the 
church neglecting its duty along well 
to believe, that many departures from 
the Word of God is occasioned by the 
chuch neglecting its duty along well 
defined lines. 

BUILDING A BIBLE SCHOOL 

The remarkable growth of the Sun-
day Schools, occasions us to inquire 
for the reason of its success. The an-
swer is mainly in the fact that those 
who are promoting the Sunday School 
have gone at it in a business-like 
manner. They have prepared them-

selves to do "big"' things. They insist, 
when possible 011 having teachers who 
have been educated and trained foi 
teaching the Bible. They have a reg-
ular teachers' course which must be 
mastered before they are permitted to 
teach. This places the work 011 a solid 
foundation. These schools are cap-
able of holding any number of pupils. 
Their size indicates the manner in 
which the teaching is done. I t is no 
uncommon thing to hear of Sunday 
Schools which number their pupils by 
the thousands and a school of less than 
100 is considered quite small. Many 
of us are ready to say, that a scriptu-
ral church can not do such work that 
people are looking for worldly enter-
tainment and will not accept a church 
or school which eliminates these things, 
while I admit the force of the argu-
ment, yet, let us accept, all the work 
which they do that is scriptural, elim-
inate all that is unscriptural and add 
what is lacking and see what the re-
sult will be. 1. Trained teachers. 
(Let an elder be apt to teach) 2. 
Thorough work on the part of the 
teachers and pupils. 3. Flood our 
churches with literature (our own) 
which teaches us how to do this work. 
With much thought and attention 
along these lines, by our leaders, I am 
certain that we will develop good and 
efficient Bible Schools in all our chur-
ches. 

_ q _ 
LESSON FOR SUNDAY JAN 14, 

1912 Luke 1: 57-75 
SUBJECT. 

The Birth,of -John the Baptist 

HOME DAILY BIBI^E READINGS 

M. Luke 1: 57-80-r-The Birth of 
John the Baptist. 

T. 1. Sam. 1: 12-20.—Birth of Sam-
uel. 

W. 1 Sam. 2: 1-10.—Hannah's Song 
of Thanksgiving. 

T. Jer. 1: 1-10.—Jeremiah's Call. 
F. Dan. 7: 15-28.—The Message Pre-

pared. 
S. Rev. 3: 7-13.—An Open Door. 
S Isa. 62: 1-12.—Office of a Minister. 

PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 

What was "the holy covenant" made 
with our fathers? 

Why did a desert-training fit John 
for service? 

_ q _ 
LEADING THOUGHT. 

GOLDEN TEXT. 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of 
Israel; for he hath visited ^ 

and wrought redemption, 
for his people. Luke 1: 

68 
PAGE r i v t 

GOD FULFILLS HIS PROMISE. 

He fulfills the promise made to Mal-
achi four hundred years ago as well as 
the one made to Zacharias a few 
months ago, in the birth of John the 
Baptist. The neighbors rejoiced with 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, they had liv-
ed so as to hold the sympathetic af-
fection of those around them. 

- q -
OBEDIENCE. 

The angel had told Zacharias that 
the child should be called John. The 
kinsfolk wanted to name the child 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, they had liv-
the custom of that day. His mother 
said no; 4,but he shall be called John." 
Its* father wrote, "His name is John." 
This shows the strong faith of these 
aged parents. There was no quitting 
nor argument with them; God had 
said that it should be called John; that 
was enough for them, no reason, nor 
why was demanded; God said John 
and John it was. What is there in a 
name? Obedience to God: that is all. 
This little example should be enough 
to satisfy everyone, that denomination-
al names are wrong. By the approval 
of God the disciples were first called 
Christians at Ant,ioch.: That should 
eliminate all other names not found 
in the Bible. 


