WAS MULLER A COUNTER-
FEIT?

E. L. Jorgenson.

A good and faithful brother has
thought it necessary to criticize in an-
other paper the series of articles, pub-
lished in this department last summer,
in which I called attention to the sim-
ple scriptural methods of Spurgeon,
Gordon, Muller and others. This page
is not a clearing-house for controversy
and therefore the brother’s criticism in
our own columns of some weeks ago
was passed unheeded. But now, in all
love and candor (for thus should
brethren ever be able to discuss differ-
ences) I wish to motice the principle
involved. I trust I am not so secta-
rian as to think I have now, or ever
have had all the truth. All truth be-
longs to me; I am entitled to all as a
Christian, but sin and ignorance still
lie between me and vast realms of un-
discovered scripture facts. Neverthe-
less, touching the series now our bro-
ther criticizes, most emphatically, I
have nothing to retract. It ill be-
comes one to strike at a man. higher
up. On this principle I could not find
it in my heart to reply harshly, for the
brother who . offers the criticism has
made a sacrifice for Christ which I
have not so far been willing to make.
‘Did I not know of the brother’s splen-
~+did Christian integrity I could think

he was advertising for applause from
certain sources. 'But, that can not be
this brother’s motive. I am sure such
applause will come. However, that
doés ‘not matter; but whether George
" Muller was a “counterfeit” or not,—
this matters. For if he was, thep T am.
Or, if T am not, then I was five years
ago. For I am now in possession of
truth T did not hold then.. If absolute
truth, lacking in no particular, be re-
quired then we are all counterfeits.
And if God regards only those who are
right in every tenet, then how does he
say, “grow in grace and in knowledge

of the truth.” But now is there no
one in Muller’s case to cast the first
stone; for all have sinned and that be-

cause of ignorance. Are we then all
counterfeits? Was there back of Mul-
ler’s work something basically crimi-
nal and base? Did “his work lack
wholly in the genuine metal? If not,
he may have been faulty, but not a
counterfeit. And then there is hope
for me. He believed in God, also in
Christ; I believe likewise. He con-
fessed Christ and was buried with him
by baptism; I confessed and was bap-
tized likewise. He labored earnestly
according to his light; I do likewise.
The chief difference is, he was more
successful by many times than I. As
for the rest, some error clung to him
and so it does to me. If any reader
thinks otherwise of himself, let him
speak out. I am trusting in Jesus’ pow-
er, and God’s promise, that when He
comes he will himself “perfect, estab-
lish, strengthen me.” Every other
trust is a refuge of lies a broken reed.
I do not wish to minimize the errors of
sectarians as regular readers of this
page know; that would but magnify
my own. But, let me ask,—If one re-
jects all human names; preaches faith
in God and Christ; insists upon _the
immersion of every penitent (Pierson
indeed tells us there remained a few
unbaptized persons in Muller’s congre-
gation, but he tells us also that Muller
urged immersion upon them) rejects
human missionary societies; discards
infant baptism; holds communion
every Lord’s day; believes in the im-

‘minency of our Lord’s return; teaches

belieyers to give, yet resorts to no hu-
man money-raising methods,—if such a

. man is sectarian and counterfeit, then

who is not? For these items describe
“us.” The esteemed brother attempts to
attach some peculiar and unscriptural
tenets to Muller by this round-about
method: The Open (Plymouth) Bre-
thren believe in such and such unscrip-
tural things; Mr. Muller was connect-
ed with them and therefore believed

likewise. Is this fair? Who wishes
his faith defined by what his brethren
believe ¢

Really no one, liberal or conserva-
tive, ultra or radical, wishes to be
measured thus. In contrast with this’
method of placing’ Muller let the reader
judge of his faith by his own state-
ments which are given herewith. It is
of small consequence what estimate we
place on Muller himself; but the prin-
ciple involved is far-reaching.

1. “Believers should meet simply as
such, without reference to denomina-
tional lines, names, or distinctions, as a
corrective and preventive of sectarian-
ism.”

2. “They should-steadfastly main-
tain the Holy Scriptures as the divine
rule and. standard of doctrine, depart-
ment, and discipline.”

3. “I had had a conscientious ob-
jection against being led and directed
by men in my missionary labors. It
appeared to me I ought to be guided
by the Spirit, and not by men ?” :

4. “Nomne but believers are proper
subjects of baptism, and only immer-
sion is its proper mode. Of all re-
vealed truths, not one is more clearly
revealed in the Scriptures—not even
the doctrine 6f justification by faith.
The .subject has only become obscured
by men not having been willing to take
the Scriptures alone to decide the
point.” :

“Although we have no express com-
mand respecting the frequency of its
observance (Speaking of the commu-
nion), yet the example of the Apostles
and disciples would lead us to observe
this ordinance every Lord’s day.”

NOTICE.

Brethren who may take advantage
of the Mardi Gras rates to visit New
Orleans will find the Church of Christ
on Lord’s Day and Thursday night at
the corner of Seventh and Camp

streets. Take Coliseurn or Magazine °

car.
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THE WORK IN“ATLANTA, GA.
S. H. Hall.

Wempleuedtoletsllwhomin-
terested in this great work know that it
moves gloriously onward. This has
beenthebestyenyet-,sofnasthebo—
ginning of the year is concerned. At
every point, the prospects are bright
and isi We have just closed
one week’s work with the East Point
congregation, during which work we
studied this question: “The Elements
that Must Exist to Constitute a Faith-
ful Church.” A better week’s work I
have never engaged in. The brethren
appreciated it so much, the few disor-
derly members were properly dealt
with, and two more souls were ad
to our number. Material has been se-
lected for the eldership; Bro. W. S.
Gullatt, a former “elder of the West
End Congregation has moved there,
which means'a great help to that work.
We have some of the best people in the
world in the East Point church. They
have one of the best buildings we have,
but ‘owe about fifteen hundred dollars
on it. =

We will begin a week’s work with the
South Atlanta congregation - next
Lord’s Day (Jan. 19), during which
time we are to study the same ques-
tions that we gave the East Point

" brethren. If we heve any disorderly

members there, they will make the nec-
essary confessions or be withdrawn
from. One week’s work of the same
nature will be conducted at West End
Ave., following the week's work at
South Atlanta. We believe that our
duty is to keep our lives and conduct,
individually, and in a congregational
capacity, in harmony with divine law,
Andthstitil(iod’lwgivousthovic-
tory. Thus we have worked from the
incipiency here. Some churches will
out of them.”

Having to let Dr. Horton go was a
source of great regret to us. His
year’s work here was greatly appre-
ciated by the churches, and it was so
painful to say “good bye” to him: But
his wife’s health forbade his staying
longer. In all of my work, I have
never seen Dr. Horton’s equal in many
respects. He was so kind and good. He
took such a great interest in all the
work, and did more, perhaps, than his
strength permitted. He is loyal to the
Book and his daily walk was the spirit
of Christianity personified. He was

unanimously selected to continue with -

us; and after it was seen that he had
to go, it was moved in our last business
meeting for 1912, that we extend to Dr.
Horton our deepest regrets for his hav-

to leave, and unanimously com-
mend him to the brotherhood, because
of his noble, consecrated life while
with us. Dr. Horton cannot do other-
wise than help you if you are with him
for only a short time, and his influ-
ence for good grows stronger the lon-
ger he stays with you. He took special
interest in the physical condition in

which he found me, and my present

condition of health is due to his med-
ical skill and the work he took from my
shoulders while here. Our prayers
shall follow him wherever he may go.
The sisters presented Sister Horton
with a ohest of silverware and the
brethren Dr. Horton with a nice Bible
as a token of our love and esteem.
We are glad to report that, through

Prof. H. Leo Boles, of the Nashville, -

(Tenn.) Bible School, we have seciired
the services of Bro. S. T. Nix to take

. Dr. Horton's place. He begins the

work the 19th inst. Bro. Nix comes
highly recommended, and is a gradu-
ate of the school mentioned above.

after. Workers go out Lord’s Days af-
ternoon to these places. Bro. O. D.
Bearden has been doing some work
near Kingston, Ga., with which we are
much pleased. He began there with
only two members and now has about
twenty. The people there very much
appreciate his labor of love.

Our orphan’s home is progressing
by the sisters. Sister J. H. Johnson,
79 Ashby St., has been appointed by
the elders to receive funds for the home
and report regularly to the elders.
Thus far, she-has been meeting the ex-
penses from our own forces here. We
wish, however, to enlarge the home,
and would very much appreciate sis-
ters of other congregations and breth-
ren, too, as to that matter-helping us
in getting the necessary funds. We will

appreciate boxes of food stuff as well

as money. Send to her, not to me. Sis-
ter A. C. Morris has the children in
charge, and I must say that I have
never seen her equal when it comes to
managing children: they love her, and
she can make them satisfied with what
is right.

We express our most sincere thanks
to the following donors in helping us
toward Dr. Horton's support last year:
Allensville, Ky., $25; Sparta, Tenn.,
$25; Moorsville, Ala., $60; New Hope,
Cannon Co., Tenn., $39.12; Lewisburg,
Tenn., $60; Cornersville, Tenn., $60;
Franklin, Tenn., $60; Winchester,
Tenn., $60; Owens Chapel, Tenn., $80;
Bellwood, Tenn., $50.95; West Hunts-
ville, Ala., $11; Earnest Hoover, Liynn-

ville, Tenn., $3; Nashville (Tenn.) Bi-

ble School, $75; Stewart’s Creek,
Tenn., $5; a Brother at ' i
Tenn., $1; Newmiddleton, Tenn.,

$10.05; Sister C. A. Grayson, Owens
Cross Roads, Ala., $1; Ben Culbertson,
Nolensville, Tenn., $20.

Had it not been for this substantial
hdp,wmldnoﬂnnhpth.Kw-
tonvith'-.hnoewewmtthnbudh-
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ren to know that whatever was accom-
plished in the way of good here last
year, is fruit to abound to their ac-

PREACHING THE GOSPEL.

NUMBER TWO

Don Carlos Janes.

I would like to see more zeal mani-
fested in making known the plan of
salvation as it is revealed in the Word
of God. It would be a blessing indeed
if Bible subjects were discussed more
in the homes and on the highways, and
some other lines of thought were con-
sidered less. Every disciple of Christ
should know enough about the Gospel

to be able to teach it to others, and

every disciple should have enough in-
terest in his fellow-men to tell them in
the best manner possible what the
rules of right living are. I know of
no real reason why every male member
in the local congregation should not be
able to take some part in the public
worship. And I do not know of any
real reason why every male miember
should not have a desire to serve his
Master in every possible way, unless it
is a lack of teaching and proper train-
ing.

We could great.ly increase our
preachmg force today if we could get
‘this idea into the hesrts of the breth-
ren so completely as to move them to
strive diligently te be able to speak in
the assembly unto ‘the edification of
those present. Public speaking is more
difficult for some than for others, and
it is also true that some are better
speakers naturally than others. It is
even true that some men are poor

speakers, but T believe that it far bet--

ter for a man to make a conscientious
effort to serve the Lord and bless his
race than to spend time in making ex-
cuses and apologies to the discourage-
ment of his friends and the hindrance
of the cause. When a congregation

count as well as the faithful here. We
ask to be remembered in the prayers
of all of God’s children.

reaches the point in )ts own develop-
ment that the sisters are diligent in all
good works which they may do and the

brothers are likewise wide awake to all -

their opportunities, that congregation
will not be likely to close its doors be-
cause it has no preacher to conduct its
meetings: Such a church may expect
to grow numerically and spiritually
and prove a rich blessing to its com-
munity.

But we should not strive only to de-
velope the congregations to the highest
degree and seek to evangelize the com-
munity in which the meeting house
stands. Our work is not done when we
have put the local congregation in good
order and made an effort to save our
neighbors. Let us think about the un-
occupied fields; let us consider how
much the Gospel is needed in other
sections of the country. The church of
Christ is strong numerically in Ohio,
Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missou-
ri, Texas, and perhaps in a few other
states. There are probably more chur-
ches of Christ in Nashville, Tennessee,
than in any other city on earth today.
But think of the great extent of coun-
try which almost entirely wihout the
pure Gospel of Christ.

There are only a few churches and a
very few preaches in all New England.
Pennsylvania and New York also have
but a few congregations and only a few
preachers. There is much territory in
need of the Gospel in the southern part
of the United States, and there is great
need for preachers and preaching in
the western states. The populstlon of
this country is somewhere in the
neighborhood of 90 millions or more.
The Roman Catholics report over ten
million communicants and the Mor-
mons have nearly half a million It has
been estimated that twenty-five millions
of our people, one-half of the mdultpop~
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ulation, is “wholly ir-religious.” A
Hebrew resident of New York City
who had once been a member of a sec-
tarian church, but had changed, wrote:
“The eight hundred thousand Jews of
our city are really perishing for lack
of knowledge.”

Whatever we may doubt, we cer-
tainly can not doubt that we have here,
wiphin the borders. of our own ceuntry,
a great field for evangelistic work.
There are places where our position is
unknown where a month or two of
faithful preaching in public and from
house to house might establish a good,
working congregation. There are
other places where one or two disciples
live which might also yield good re-
sults if proper efforts were made.
These places where a few disciples re-
side have one ndvantage over the other
class of fiélds—that is, the evangelist
could probably be furnished a home
without expense, and often a part
(probably a large part sometimes) of
the expenses of the meeting could be
borne by these few disciples. But
money is not our greatest need. .It s
not mosey we lack so much as a firm
determination to preach the Gospel
everywhere. Let this determination
take deep root in the bosoms of these re-
deemed by the blood of the Lamb and
a host of difficulties will disappear.

If it becomes the burning desire of
God’s children to have the word
preached it will be preached. If men
are needed to do the work there are
many_of them ready and many more
could soon make themselves ready. If
money is needed to rent places for the
meetings, pay for advertising, etc., we
have it—abundance of it. The Lord is
not bankrupt, and his children are not
poverty stricken. The money that is
worse than thrown away for the grati-
fication of the flesh through the evil
tobacco habit would preach the Gospel
to many an erring child of Adam’s
race. No doubt the money spent for
secular papers beyond what is becom-
ing would hold several meetings. Prob-
ably our sisters could so change their
manner of ,dressing as to please the

Lord much .more and at the same time _

save enough to establish a number of
churches each year, and I verily be-
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lieve the wicked gold worn on the fin-
gers of Christians would be well sanc-
tified if turned into evangelistic work.
It is certainly very unbecoming to

" dress extravagantly, wear diamonds
and other jewels, chew up and smoke
up thousands of dollars by the tobacco
habit, and spend large sums of money
to keep informed on politics and
worldly things while half of the adult
population of our country is “wholly
ir-religious,” and Catholics count their
communicants by the millions. That
which the Scriptures condemn is

wrong of course whether all the people

are children of God or not, but it is very
bad to gratify ourselves along lines that
are needless and useless while so many
are dying for the Gospel which we
could so well give them—if we had the
desire, the strong, burning desire,
which would bring men and money in-
to the work promptly. There is a great
day of reckoning coming. Let,us, dear
brethren, properly consider this ques-
tion of preaching the Gospel in those
sections of the country where it has not
been made known and in the places
where there are now no apostolic con-
gregations. God help us to discharge
our obligations here.

LOCATED IN NEW MEXICO.

—_—

J. D. Tant.

-1 am’ now located at Alamogordo,
New Mexico. Have rented forty-five
acres of land and commenced to farm.
For thirty years I have hardly
knowr what home . was, averaging
" about one month at home each year
during that time.
1 now hope I may be able to make a
* living on. the farm and remain with
wife and our little flock of children
for a while at least.
1f T do well it will be at least three
years before I get able to buy a pump
and dig a well, so I shall rent land to
work during that time. °
Since I came here I have been re-
ceiving from five to ten letters each
day, asking about the country. To all
home-seekers I beg to state: This is a
~ prairie country between two mountains.
The valley is sixty by ninety miles.

Water is good and can be found from,

100 to 400 feet. Many do dry farming,
but like most of West Texas it is a
failure. Hits about one year in five.
Lands around the town sell from ten
dollars to forty dollars per acre. A

million acres yet to home stead in our
country. Grapes, peaches, pears, and
prunes are not surpassed even in Cal-
ifornia. e

Alfalfa is the money crop here—
pays about $100.00 per acre, yet, sorg-
hum, milo, maze and kaffir corn, do
well when irrigated. Timber, chick-
éns, cows and hogs about three times
as high here as in the East. Horses,
some cheaper. = Any one coming to
build up a home will see quite a hard

‘time for a few years but ten acres of

irrigated land here is worth one hun-
dred acres in the East. No finer land
any where, only waiting for develop-
ment. Lands selling here now for
$20.00 will be $100.00 in next five
years.

We have about forty members of the
church of Christ and hope to increase
our membership to two hundred and
build up a good school here during the
next three years. The Bible can be

taught as a regular text-book in the -

school.

New Mexico is almost four times as
large as Tennessee or Kentucky, still
we have only about one dozen loyal
preachers, less than twenty small con-
gregations, and only two church houses
in the State. But on the religious in-

terests I hope to write another letter.

I came here mostly from the health
standpoint and to build a home.

There are many good bargains here
for sale now, and as I am no land agent
I’ll gladly answer all questions - from
brethren ‘seeking a home near a loyal
congregation and a school we hope to
build.

If you are seeking to make money
and get rich quick write the land
agents, as that class will never help to
build up the church of Christ.

T hope all will look with interest for
mynextlether,aslwmttospukof
the Mm:’sms’athqutﬁme.
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. WORTH SAYING AGAIN.

PRI

Stanford Chambers

But both on general principles and
for particular reasons we must feel as-
sured that the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh,—very nigh now,—and
hope grows into keen expectancy.

. R. H. BOLL,

Gospel Advocate.
“Increasing in the knowledge of
God.” There can be no true increase
in the knowledge of God unless we do,
really Zive, as we learn his blessed will.
Here we come into simply intellectual
knowledge, but ewperimental knowl-
‘edge that “tastes and sees that Jehovah
is good.”™
S. H. Hall in W. W,, Dec. 17.
“But we, as preachers, must exercise-
patience, kindness, love, in our preach-
ing. ‘After preaching God’s word, the
gospel of Jesus Christ, God’s power to
save every one that belieyeth, all can be
ruined, destroyed, by a few ‘unkind
words.” : -
W. B. McVey, in Leader-Way.

“Upon the first day of the week let
every one of you lay by him in store as
God hath prospered him.”

2 PAUL.

MARYANS OR CHRISTIANS!?

e

A. K. R.

A missionary in Louisiana stated to
the writer that he had used the follow-
ing method very successfully in ‘work-
ing among the Catholics:

M.—(to a Native) Are you a member
of any church? ;
. N.—Yes, I belong to
church.

M.—That is good, I too am a Catho-
lic. To which Catholic Chuch do you
belong ?

N.—(Surprised)—The Roman Cath-
olic Church.

M.—I belong to the Christian Cath-
olic Church. ' : =
N.—I never heard of that Church.

M.—You are a Roman Catholic be-

the Catholic
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eause the head of your church is in
Rome. I am a Christian Catholic be-
cause the head of my church is in
heaven, Christ Jesus. The Son of God
is our only head.

N.—We believe in Jesus and pray to
Him.

M.—You do. Very good, let me see
a string of your “Prayer Beads.”

N.—Handing him the beads, here
they are my friend.

M.—I notice that there are ten small
beads and one big one, this division
occurs several times. Tell to whom do
you pray on the big beads and to whom
on the small?

N.—On the large beads we pray to
“Qur Father” on the small ones we
pray to the “Blessed Virgin Mary.”

M.—If I understand you correctly

you say ten prayers to Mary and one
to the Father.

N.—Yes, that is corréct, we pray
‘much to the Mother of God.

M.—Then you are “Maryans” in-
stead of Christians.

N.—Well there is something to your
argument, but I was raised to believe
in the teachings of the Catholic Church,
I have never had any desire to belong
to any other Church, however, 1 would
very much like to know the truth, I
must go now, may I hope to see you
again?

BOOKS OF THE MONTH.

A John Straiton.

The Commission Executed, or a study
of the New Testament conversions; and
other evangelistic topics, by President
E, V. Zollarg, Published by the Stan-

dard Publishing Company, Cincinnati,
0., 307 pages: Price.$1.00

This is a book of twenty-six sermons
_ by the President of the Oklahoma
Christian University; and is intended
for use in the class Room, and in ad-
vanced Bible Classes. Fist prineiples
of the gospel are clearly and simply set
forth. Each address is divided and
sub-divided by number thus exhibiting
to the student the outline or skeleton
of the address. A careful study of the
manner of building these sermons will

fit the student to prepare others along
the same lines.

LESSONS ON HEBREWS, by R.
H. Boll Published by the McQuiddy
Printing Company, Nashville, Tenn.
225 pages. Price $1.00.

Bro. Boll writes in a clear and force-
ful manner in this exposition of the let-
ter to the Hebreg&s: It is not a ab-
struse exegetical work. He, himself,
disclaims that the lessons are ‘critical.”
They are something better : they are de-
votional. To use the Bible as a quarry
from which to dig proof texts for use
in controversy is to misuse it. The real
use of theBible is as spiritual food
whereon the soul feeds and grows. Bro.
Boll’s book is a real help to that end.
As he says: “These things were no«
meant for substitutes, but rather as aids
and encouragement to Bible Study.”
We commend the book as a good one
to read and study. No person can give
it a careful and prayerful considera-
tion without being the better for it.

SEVENTH - DAY ADVENTISM
RENOUNCED after an experience of
twenty-eight years by a prominent min-
ister and writer of that faith by D. M.
Canright. Published by Fleming H.
Revell Co., New York, N. Y. 413
pages. Price $1.00.

On some subjects there is one book
that stands so far above all other books
on the same subject that if a person
has that one book he needs no other on
that subject. Canright’s Seventh-Day
Adventism Renounced is just such a
book. It is a complete and perfect ex-
posure of that delusion from begin-
ning to end. Adventists have at-
tempted no reply to it for the simple
reason that they cannot. So they are
trying to throw doubt on his character
and standing but that also is a hopeless

“task. If you are troubled with Adven-

tism, get this book. Read it; study it;
lend it; confront them with it; insist
on them meeting it, and you will have
no more trouble with them.

THE KING OF KINGS, by E. V.
Zollars. Published by the Standard
Page Five

Publishing Co., Cincinnati, 0.,
pages. Price $1.00.

The great central truth of the Chris-
tian religion is the deity of Jesus. This
book is a pesentation of the evidence
which supports this truth, and can be
used, with great advantage, by any stu-
dent of this greatest of all questions.
With many of the chapters there are
references to the works of other writers
from whom Bro. Zollars has drawn his
matter. Those desire a fuller treatment
of any particular point are thus direct-
ed to the proper souce to find it. This
is a good book and worthy of careful
study.
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A GREAT MAN WHO READ THE
GREATEST BOOK.

Don Carlos Janes.

7/

W. H. Crook in his “Personal Recol-
lections of the Home Life of Lincoln”
in the Saturday Evening Post has told
Mr. Lincoln’s fondness for the Bible.
Mr.- Crook was the president’s body
guard and had good opportunity to
know what his habit was. Under the
heading “A Typical Day” he has writ-
ten as follows: “The daily life of Mr.
and Mrs. Lincoln commenced at eight
o'clock. Immediately on dressing the
President would go into the library,
where he .would sit in his favorite
chair in the middle of the room and
read a chapter or two in his Bible. I
think I am safe in saying that this was
the President’s invariable custom—at
least it was such while I was od duty
with him. At about eight thirty he
would join Mrs. Lincoln and little Tad
for breakfast in the small, unpreten-
tious dining room where a plain but
sufficiently hearty meal was served.”

Mr. Lincoln, with the burden of a

‘nation’s welfare upon his official shoul-

ders did wisely when he began the day
with a consultation of the divine ora-
cles. It was a case of a great man
honoring the world’s greatest Book.
No where else could he have found
such wisdom as that of the sacred vol- -
ume.

If it was the invariable rule of the
President of the Repnhhc in the stormy

&y







