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And we have the word of prophecy made more 

!>ure: whereunto ye do well to take heed, as \IIllO a 

lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawn, 

and the day·star arise in your hearts: knowing this 

first, that no prophecy of scripture is of private in-

tcrpretation. For no prophecy ever came by the 

will of man: but men spake from God, being moved 

by the Holy Spirit. 

- Peter, 2 Peter I: 19-2 1. 
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li e who :lints at no thing will h it it every time! Th is little book 
i, not withou t aim. In f:u t. it ha:. a threclold objeCLivc: I. To 
e:.tabli~h believers in their convictions hy puuing pertine n t info rma· 
tion within easy reach . T his is the first and primn ry objective. 
~- T o cha llcnge hone't seekers after truth w sec and accept this 
pha~e of God'~> \Vord h)' bringing tOgether a wealth o( testimony nf 
wh ich they may be unaware. 3. T o provoke to love nnd a spirit of 
unit y ~ome who have been mi~led illlo thinking they were doing 
Cod \ ~crvic:c in partaking with tiJO~C who ca~t o ut go()d brethre n 
over dilferences in prophcti.r teaching . If these brethre n can receive 
·ou, then you ~hould receive them! 

The fi r, t ~cction of thi~ paper i' chiefly g leanings from E. 1 .. 
.Jot genson ·~ " Faith of Our Fathers," cut to a mininHnll, a nd chro n· 
ologically arranged , so as to be useful lO busy Christians who wa lll 
this wea!Lit or testinWil )' at linger tips. Other books and tracts COil · 

~>t ilted in prt·paring this sllld)• were: ".J esus Is C.:oming" by vV. E. 
Bl:tchwne, '"Are Premille nnial ists R ig ht?" by Samuel l lenry Kellogg. 
D. D .. 1..1..0., '"The Kingdom of God" h)• R. H. Bo ll ; two tracts ".\ 
Briel ll iswry of Premillennialism"' h y Edward V. Wood, and " Pre· 
anillennial - Whyi- " by VVilliant R ay Dobbins, D.D. Above all, this 
~tudy i~ bn:.td on the Wo rd of Cod. Every te.<> timo n y dips inw the 
Word. and cx pres~cs rcnain tonl"iCLion re lative w its teaching. 

~ ! any have leanwd what they bww (or think they know) ahout 
1he 111illennium from :attack:. antl warnings against the teaching hy 
we ll-naean i ng but iII-instructed preachers. Perhaps it has never oc· 
'11rrcd to thclll to make an hone~t . opcn-hean ed, courageous stud)' 
t•l ,,·hat the Bible actuall) ' a):. on the :.ubjcct. Tht: testimony j, 

1 lea r, convinci ng. Biblical. Personally I cou ld not be a plain ~ew 
T\·statne nt C:hristi<~n if I were not free to fa re honestly these thing~ 

that th <: primilive Christian~ be lieved . One is not onl y respo nsibl e 
lo r li1 ing up to the light that he ha,, hut h<: i:. aim re!tponsible for 
:wn:pting and seeking additional light. 

The wife ~>f a n e lder ol tny home dwrrh. where I grew up. 1>a id 
10 til t.: i11 reccm year~. after a scrvitl': ""They :.hould call upo n 
you for pra yer. \Vhy you are one of o m boys.'" " Yes," I ~aid , 

'"and 1 believe the :.amc thing, I he lit:vcd whe n I attended h{'re." 
" Y l"\, aiHI 11101 e too,.. ,he rt:,t)Ondcd. ""T hat\ < orrert... I ~<I id , '' In 
all the~e year~ if 1 had not learned :.<1111e Ill"\\' truth, I would have 
been a poor Ch ristian indeed .' ' 

J. R . Clark. 
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If one of the apostles of our Lord were suddenly to stand before 
you and dedarc that the Lord .Jesus is coming to reign for a thousand 
years, would you believe it? Are you free to think this matter out 
lor yourself and arrive at an honest conclusion? 

If added to the above affirmation of an apostle a great array 
ol reliable witnesses who touched the life of .John the Revelator, or 
the life of the early church for two and a half centuries, and if 
reliable historians, almost to a man, would join their voices in saying 
that the church for these first two hundred and fifty years was pre· 
millennia! in belief, would you be impressed? 

If it could he shown that the first opposition to the literal im· 
port of Revelation 19 and 20 was directed against the inspiration 
of the Book of Re\'clation itself, and that not until a (known) 
heretic taught the church to spiritualize the teaching of Revelation 
19 and 20 did men know how to retain the Book of Revelation as 
a part of the sacred canon and yet reject the literal reign of Christ 
-if that could he shown to he true, would it shed light on the 
~uhject? 

While we cannot expect an apostle to stand suddenly before us, 
yet an apostle docs plainly slate in the New Testament that Jesus 
i~ wming w reign, and all the witnesses referred to above will he 
summoned and their testimony heard in this pamphlet. Two line.~ 

of testimony interlock in support of the fact that for two hundred 
and fifty years the New Testament churdt believed in the future 
thousand-year reign of Christ and His saints on the earth. These 
two lines of testimony are: I. the Holy Scriptures: :!. a great array 
of reliable historical witnesses. 

Some shy away from the teaching and c:riticizc its disciples he· 
cause they think it causes divisions in the body of Christ. If you 
knew that the Uible taught a certain thing, would you feel free to 

helieve and teach it? If not, you are not a free Christian- a simple· 
New Testament Christian, committed to the whole ·word. Besides. 
unity exists in the body of Christ quite apart from agreement on 
these future things. In Ephesians 2: 16 the cross o£ Christ is said to 

weld the body of Christ together. In Ephesians 4:3 the Spirit is 
said to give unity- "the unity of the Spirit." Those who are drawn 
to the cross for salvation receive the Holy Spirit into their hearts 
(A(:ts 2:li8), which two, in turn, generate Christian love. "We love 
hecause he first loved us," and "the love of God hath been shed 
abroad in our hearts through the Holy Spirit which was given unto 
us" (I John ·1:1!1: Rom. 5:5). '11ws do the t:mss and the SfJirit 
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generate love, which binds Christians together, enabling them to 
be free Christians, first of all loyal to God, without disturbing their 
oneness in Christ. 

If this is God's unity plan for those who stand together on the 
fundamentals of the faith (and it is) then even if division seems tn 
result from teaching Bible truth, that is not the real cause. The real 
cause lies in the fact that some have not espoused God's unity plan. 
H one pours vinegar over soda there will be a disturbance. The soda 
sees to it that there is a disturbance. The reason the church 
finds it difficult to hold together while she is investigating truth is 
that she is spiritually threadbare. She is plagued with legalism and 
!>Cctarianism. Shall we forego our great heritage as free Christians 
LO study and teach the whole counsel of God simply because some 
brethren have not learned the basic lessons of true unity, and seem 
uninclined to do so? 

Says \V. D. Frazee, a pioneer preacher: "One thing I have ever 
observed, that in every revival of pure religion the spirit of toleration 
revives with it, and as religion declines, intoleration increases. Pure 
religion expands souls of Christians, but bigotry contracts them." 

, F .. L. Young said at Abilene in 1919: "I have resolved never to 
make anything a test of fellowship that the Holy Spirit has not made 
a nmdi lion of salvation." 

.J. N. Armstrong, then president of Harding College, wrote on 
falmary 17, 1919: "This is my rule: what the Lord has made a con
dition of salvation I will make a test of fellowship. We need w 
forbear one another in love. giving diligence to keep the unity uf the 
Spirit in the bonds of peace." 

Says E. L. Jorgenson: "Slender indeed must be 'the tie that 
binds' if it cannot bear the strain of different:es on such a matter 
among brethren, and when disagreements that should cause nothing 
worse than a more eager and earnest investigation lead to strife and 
division." 

\Vhat shall we say of those who shy away from an honest investi· 
g:ttion of future prophecy as a safety-first measure? \Ve say, first, 
that for anyone to close his eyes to any truth of God's \Vord is ex
ceedingly dangerous ami unbecoming to a plain Bible Christian. lu 
!! Thes. :! it is said that to those who receive not "the love of rht· 
u uth" God sends a working of error that they might believe a lie 
and be damned. Our attitude toward God's \Vord is highly im
portant! It reveals a trend in the right or wrong direction. 

Besides, if one really plays safe on the teaching of Revelation 
19 and 20 he will take it for what it grammatically says. It is not 
sale to dose oue's eyes to a portion of God's Word, and fail lo give it 
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:m honest hearing. It is not a safety-first plan to line up with those 
who disfellowship brethren for believing Revelation 19 and 20 lit· 
erally. For if I take this passage for what it says, and find at last 
that God meant it figuratively, I could say: "But Lord, you said thus 
and thus and I thought you meant what you said. Besides, I didn't 
disfellowship those who differed with me." And He might answer: 
"You poor, simple person, it is true I said what you thought, but I 
meant it figuratively. But since you did take me at my word, you may 
go on in." Hut suppose the spiritualizing brother was wrong and 
he came before the Lord. He might say: "Lord, I didn't think you 
meant what you said. I took Revelation 19 and 20 figuratively." 
The Lord would surely frown on him and say something like this: 
"Child, did I not warn against adding to and taking from my Word 
-yea, in this very book? You have rejected my Word, and as i£ this 
were not enough, you have cast brethren out of your fellowship over 
it. Your attitude toward my Word was evil." 

If you are in doubt and bewildered about future prophecies, 
che safety-first plan is simply to take God at His Word and hold a 
spirit ol' love and tolerance toward those who disagree with you, 
taking care not to participate in their sectarian practice o£ setting 
brethren at naught. 

Now, before we present testimony, we wish to cite an accepted 
rule of interpretation, which is very important. A passage of Scrip· 
ture stands on its simple exegetical meaning, interpreted by the laws 
of grammar and the usage and meaning of words. No mere argu
ment or supposed proof that your interpretation of the passage is 
heresy or has ill effects is sufficient to disturb it. Rather it must be 
shown that your interpretation of the passage in question is wrong. 

Samuel Henry Kellogg has this to say: "It must be shown that 
the premillennial interpretation of the passages cited in proof is er· 
roneous, as judged by the laws of grammar and the usage of words. 
Dr. Chal'lcs Hodge, when considering objections to the doctrine of 
the atonement has most justly said: 'The only legitimate method o( 
controverting a doctrine which purports to be founded on the Scrip· 
n1res is the exegetical.' " As long as the exegesis stands the belief 
supported thereby stands! 
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THE PREMILLENNIAL POSITION 
OF THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH 

The evidence is so strong and conclusive that for over two hun· 
dred years- as long as the United States has been a nation- the 
primitive church of our Lord believed in the premillennial coming 
of Christ that to deny it is to array one's self against the universal 
testimony of authoritative voices. Overwhelming testimony, not 
only from believers, but also from infidel historians, and even from 
leading advocates of opposite millennia! views, not to mention the 
Bible itself, can be cited in proof of the fact that the early church 
was premillennial. These are strong, sweeping statements, but it 
iN the purpose of this pamphlet to submit just such testimony. 

The most complete and clearest Bible statement of this premil
lennial belief is from the inspired pen of the apostle John in Revela
tion 19 and 20. (It is to be noted that the word "millennium", 
derived from the Latin words, "mille", meaning a thousand, and 
"annum", a year simply means "a thousand years." Those 
who arc premillennial believe that Jesus will come before the 
thousand years spoken of by the Revelator, and those who are post
millennial believe that this golden age of peace and righteousness 
will precede the coming of the Lord. Amillennialists, or anti-mil· 
lcnnialists either do not believe there will be a millennium at all, 
or they believe that it refers to the present church age.) 

Turning to John's statement in Revelation 19 and 20 and taking 
it at face value we are introduced to the following events: 

1. The M"rriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9-10.) 
"And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they that arc bidden 

to the marriage supper of the Lamb .... " 

2. The Secu11d Coming of Christ With the Armies of Heaven (Rev. 
HJ: 11-16). 

"And I saw the heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and 
he that sat thereon called l'aithful and True; and in righteous· 
ness he doth judge and make war. And his eyes are a flame of fire, 
and upon his head are many diadems; and he hath a name written 
which no one knoweth but he himself. And he is arrayed in a gar-
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rncllt sprinkled with blood: :111d his lliiiiiC is called the Word ol Gcxl. 
And the armies which are in heaven followed him upon white horses, 
dothed in fine linen, white and pure. And out of his mouth pro· 
c·ecdeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadcth the wine· 
press of the fierceness of the wrath of God, the Almighty. And he 
hath on his garment and on his thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.'' 

:t The Destruction of the Kings of the Earth ami of their Armies: 
Notorious Leaders Committed to the Lake of Fire (Rev. 19:17-21), 

"And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a 
loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in mid heaven, Come and 
be gathered together unto the great supper of God; ... 

"And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat upon 
the horse, and against his army. And the beast was taken, and with 
him the false prophet that wrought the signs in his sight, where1qiih 
he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast and thciu 
chat worshipped his image; they two were cast alive into the lake of 
fire that burneth with brimstone: and the rest were killed with the 
sword of him that sat upon the horse, even the sword which c:•i•'•e 
fol'lh out of his mouth: and all the birds were filled with their lleslt." 

·1. The Binding of Satan for a Thousand l'ears (Rev. 20: 1-3). 
"And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the 

ke)' of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on 
the dragon, the old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years, and cast him into the abyss, and shut it. 
:tnd sealed it over him, that he should deceive the nations no more. 
until the thousand years should be finished: after this he nntsl bl' 
loosed for a little time." 

5. The First Resun·ectio11 and Tlwusaud--Yem· Reign of Cltri.~l unci 
llis Saiuts (Rev. 20:4-6). 

"And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was 
gi\'en unto them: and I saw the souls of them that had been b!!headcd 
for the testimony of Jesus, and for the word of God, and such :1s 
worshipped not the beast, neither his image, and received not the 
mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they lived, and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years. The rest of the dead lived not 
until the thousand years should be finished. This is the first resurrec
tion. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: 
over these the second death hath no power; but they shall be priestS 
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years." 
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G. Till' J.itllt! Seii.HIII, 11/ ll'hich Time Sa/1111 1s to be l.mJ.fCcl, to 
Daeive the Nations to Their Ow11 Uestructio11, aud to be Cast int11 
the Lalte of Fire (Rev. 20:7-10). 

"And when the thousand years are finished, Satan shall be loosed 
oUL of his prison, and shall come forth to deceive the nations which 
are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
together to the war: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 
And they went up over the breadth of the earth, and compassed 
the camp of the saints abom, and the beloved city: and fire came 
down out of heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that de
ceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where are 
also the beast and the false prophet; and they shall be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever." 

7. The "Rest of the /Jead" .Judged llefure tlu! Great White Throne, 
and Consignee/ to the La/w rJf Fire, if 110t Found in the Boo/' of 
Life (Rev.20:11-15). 

"And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat upo~ it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was 
found no place for them. And I saw the dead, the great ami the 
small, standing before the throne; and books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead 
were judged out of the things which were written in the hooks, a<·
cording to their works. And the sea gave up the dead that were in 
it: and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them: and 
they were judged every man according to their works. And death 
and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death, 
even the lake of fire. And if any was not found written in the book 
of lire, he was cast into the lake of fire." 

A certain preacher, in discussing a portion of this pas.~age from 
Re\'clation said, "One would have to have help to misunderstand 
this passage." It is plain enough if our minds have not been preju
die<:d and confused by sud1 help. 

'Vhile other Bible writers do not give as detailed a statement 
of these coming events, they do refer to this golden age over and 
over in their writings. These illustrious witnesses stretch from 
1\fc:scs to Jesus and on to the Apostl<~ Jolm, including such worthies as 
Nathan, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel, Amos, Zech· 
ariah, Malachi, Paul. Peter, and James. For the whole picture we 
must bring together the sum of God's Word. "The sum of thy word 
b truth." \Ve will reserve this task fm· another paper. 



Having presented the prophecy of the apostle John in which 
he sets forth the premillennial coming of the Lord-the belief of the 
early church-we wish next to tie in the testimony of devout Chris
tian writers who touched the life of .fohn and of the early church. 
What do they have to say about the belief of the primitive church? 

Polycarp, who was born in A. D. 69 and died a martyr at the 
stake in 167, was a disciple tmd friend of the Apostle ]oh11. Of the 
age to come he wrote, "If we obey Christ and please him in this age, 
we shall receive the age to come. He will raise us from the dead, 
and we shall live and reign with Him. The saints shall judge the 
world." 

lltmwiJ(/s, the compauion of Paul, wrote an epistle in about A. D. 
i I, in which he says, "The day of the Lord is at hand, in which all 
things shall be destroyed, together with the wicked one. The Lord is 
neat· and his reward is with him." On the creation week he says, 
"Consider, my children what this signifies, he finished them in six 
days. The meaning is this: that in six thousand years the Lord God 
shall bring all things to an end .... And what is that he saith, 'And 
he rested the seventh day'; he meaneth this, that when his Son shall 
(ume ami abolish the wicked one, and judge the ungodly; and shall 
change the sun, and moon and stars; then he shall gloriously rest 
on the seventh day" (i. c., millennium). -Apostolic Fathers p. 186. 

Clement, whom Ptwl spolle of as a fellow laborer whose name 
was in the hook of Life, left two epistles. He wrote about 95 A. D. 
He says, "Let us be followers of those who went about in goat skins 
;md sheep skins, preaching the coming of Christ. Such were the 
prophets." And again, "If therefore we shall do what is just in tht' 
~ight of God, we shall enter into his kingdom, and shall receive the 
promises, which neither eye hath seen, nor car heard, nor have 
entered into the heart of man. 'Wherefore let us every hour expect 
1hc kingdom of God in love and righteousness, because we know not 
the day of God's appearing." 

Papias was pronounced by Eusebius and .Jerome to ha\'c been 
•• disciple ami frimd of john the RetJelator. He was also the inti
mate friend and companion of Polycarp, another disciple of .John. 
In about A. D. 116 he wrote "A Narrative of the Sayings of Our 
Lord." In that he says, "If I met with any that had been conversant 
with the elders, from him I diligently inquired what were the sayings 
of the elders. The elders who had seen St. ]olttl, the disdples of ow· 
Lord, taught concerning these things (the thousand years) and said, 

224 



'The days come when the vine shall bring forth abundantly-and 
all fruits,-and all the animals shall become peaceful and harmonious, 
one to the other, being perfectly obedient to man. But these things 
;arc crccliblc only to those who have faith. Then Judas, the betrayer, 
not believing and asking how such fertility should be brought about, 
our Lord said, 'They shall see who come to these times.' " Papias 
further says, "There will be a millennium after the resurrection from 
the dead, when the personal reign of Christ will be established on 
the earth.'' 

justin Martyr, a learned writer of Greek origin, born in A. D. 89, 
1 flourished as a writer from A. D. 140-160 and died a martyr in A. D. 

lli3. He was for a few years contemporary with Po/ycarp, Papias. 
and henaeas. He says, "1, and whatsoever Christians are orthodox 
in all things, do know that there will be a resurrection of the flesh, 
and a thousand years in the city of Jerusalem, built, adorned, and 
enlarged according to the prophets." He also says, "Moreover, 11 

certain man among us, whose 11ame is john, being one of the Apostles 
of Christ, in that revelation which was shown him, prophesied that 
those who believed in Clll'ist should live a thousand years in Jeru
salem." 

/renaeas wrote about A. D. 178. He was a contemporary of 
Po/y('(lrfJ, Pt~pias, m~tl justin Martyr. Basil styles him, "m1e uear 
1 he A po.5tles." He was a pupil to and trained under the tutorage 
of Papias and Polycarp, both of whom were disciples of John the 
Revelator" ("Voice of the Church"). Writing to Florinus, he says: 
"When I was very young, I saw you in the lower Asia with Polycarp. 
I can remember circumstances of that time better than those which 
ha\'e happened more recently; for the things which we learn in child
hood grow up with the soul and unite themselves to it; insomuch 
that I can tell the place in which the blessed Polycarp sat and taught, 
:md his going out and coming in, the manner of his life, the form of 
his person, and the discourses he made to the people; and how he 
related his conversation with John, and others who had seen the 
Lord; and how he related their sayings and the things which he heard 
of them concerning the Lord, both concerning his miracles and doc
' rinc, as he had received them from eye-witnesses of the Lord of Life: 
all of which Polycarp related agreeable to the Scriptures.'' 

He further wrote, "But when the Antichrist shall have dev
astated all things in the world, he will reign for three years and six 
momhs, and sit in the Temple at .Jenasalem: and then shall the Lord 
<·ome from Heaven in douds, in the glory of the Father, sending 
this man and those that follow him into the lake o£ fire; but bring· 
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ing for the righteous the times of the kingdom, that is, the rest, the 
hallowed seventh day; and restoring to Abraham the promised in
heritance, in which kingdom the Lord declared that many coming 
from the cast and west should sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and .Jacob.'" Again, he says, "And therefore when in the end the 
church shall suddenly be caught up from this, it is said, 'There shall 
be Tribulation such as had not been since the beginning, ncithe1· 
shall be.' " 

Tertullimz lived from A. D. 160 to A. D. 240 and flourished :1s 
a writer from 199 to 220. He is reputed to be one of the most em· 
incnt Christians of that age.'' Of the age to come, he said, "W<• 
profess that a kingdom is promised us on earth, before that in 
Heaven, but in another state, namely-after the resurrection: for it 
will be one thousand years in a city of divine workmanship, viz., 
Jerusalem brought clown from Heaven; and this city Ezekiel knew 
;md .John saw." 

Cyprian was lauded by many as a writer of eminent merit. He 
flourished as a writer from A. D. 220 to 250, and died a martyr in 
258. He said, "It were a self-contradictory and incompatible thing 
for us, who pray that the Kingdom of God may quickly come, to be 
looking for a long life here below. Let us in anxiety and cautious
ness be waiting the sudden advent of the Lord, for those things 
which were forewld are come to pass, as also those things will follow 
which arc promised: the Lord Himself giving assurance and saying. 
"When you see these things begin to come to pass, know that the 
Kingdom of God is at hand.'" 

Nepos wrote about 250 A. D. when allegorizing of Revelation 
1!1 and 20 began to creep into the church under the infiuence of 
Origcn. "Nepos wrote a book against Allegorists and in defense of 
his Millenarian views" says Professor Stuart. Even Whitby, who op
posed the premillennial teaching (in the seventeenth century) admits 
that Nepos taught "after this (first) resurrection the Kingdom of 
Christ was to be upon earth a thousand years, and the saints were 
to reign with him." 

Lacta11tius, said to be one of the most learned of the Latin 
Fathers, wrote about the year A. D. 300 and died in 330. We quote 
from him, "It is so arranged by God that the same Christ should 
come to earth twice, once to announce to the nations the one God, 
then again to reign. Then the Heaven will be opened in a tempest 
and Christ shall descend with great power, and there shall go before 
Him a fiery brightness and a countless host of angels, and all that 
multitude of the wicked shall be destroyed, and torrents of hlood 
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shall flow. But the nations shall not he entirely extinguished, but 
some shall be left as a victory for God. About the same time the 
prince of the devils shall be bound with chains and shall be im
prisoned during the thousand years of Heavenly rule of righteousness 
which shall reign in the world. They who shall be raised from the 
dead shall preside over the living as judges. Throughout this time 
the beasts shall not be nourished by blood, nor the birds by prey. 
The King and Conqueror shall Himself reign with them (the saints) 
on the earth, and will build the Holy City, and this Kingdom of the 
Righteous shall be for a thousand years." 

Some may be inclined to brush aside the foregoing testimony 
of the Fathers on the ground that they are uninspired men, and o<·· 
t:asionally about other things they are wrong in their statements. 
True. But may we call attention to the unanimity of their testi
mony (it is not as though we had found only isolated statements) : 
to the high caliber of the witnesses selected, their sterling Christian 
dtaracter, their willingness to live and die for the Lord; to theit· 
proximity to John himself, some being actual disciples of John, m· 
disciples of those disciples; and lastly to the plain literal teaching 
of Revelation 19 and 20, which they are verifying. For we can all 
~ee what John said; but the question is, "Did he mean it literally 
Ill' figuratively?" Their testimony thus strikes with irresistible fot·ct·. 

Reliable church historians and other authorities on antiquity 
arc overwhelmingly unanimous in corroborating the foregoing testi· 
mony of the primitive Fathers, i. e., that for 250 years the early 
1hurch was premillennial in belief. 

Heury Alford, one of the ablest and most noted commentators, 
has this to say: "Those who lived next to the Apostles and the whole 
t'hurch for 300 years, understood them (the words of Rev. 20:4-li) 
in the plain, literal sense: and it is a strange sight in these days to 
~ee expositors who are among the first in reverence of antiquity. 
<"Omplacently casting aside the most cogent instance of unanimiry 
whidt primitive antilJuity presents." 

Sclmfl Church Histmys "The most striking point in the esch:l· 
tology of the Ante-Nicene Age (i.e., before the council of Nice, 
:\.D. 325) is the prominent chiliasm or millenarianism, that is, the 
hcliel of a visible reign of Christ in glory on earth for a thousand 
years before the general resurrection ami judgment."-Vol. 2, p. !i H. 

(Keep in mind the definition of "chiliasm" as given aho\'e.) 
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Moslu:im, Church Historian: "The prevailing opinion that Christ 
was to come and reign a thousand years among men before the final 
dissolution of the world had met with no opposition previous to the 
time of Origcn'' (Vol. I, p. 8!>). (Origen lived about 250.) 

(;ibbon, Infidel Historian: "11le ancient and popular doctrine 
of the Millennium ... was carefully inculcated by a succession of 
Fathers from Justin Martyr and Irenaeus who conversed with the 
immediate disciples o£ the Apostles, down to Lactantius who was 
the preceptor of the son of Constantine .... It appears to have been 
the reigning sentiment of all orthodox believers." 

Encyclopedia Britannim: "Faith in the nearness of Christ's 
Scmnd Advent, and in the establishment of his reign of glory on 
the earth, was undoubtedly a strong point in the primitive Christian 
dwrch .... Amongst these was the expectation that the future king
dum of Christ on earth should have a ... duration of one thousand 
years." 

Gieseler: "In all the works of this period (the first two n•n
turics) M i llenarianism is so prominent that we cannot hesitate to 
!'oiiSider it universal." 

The American Encyclopedia: "Chiliasm, or the expectation of 
a blessed l\Hllennium, became a universal belief among the Chris
' ians of the first centuries .... This faith the Christians of the first 
<.ellluries were unanimous in adopting and promulgating." 

Bishop Russell, a strong anti-millenarian of Scotland, Professor 
of Ecclesiastical History: "The Apostles clung to the expectation of 
the Millennium during their whole lives .... So far as we view the 
<JUestion in reference to the sure and certain hope entertained by the 
Christian world, that the Redeemer would appear on earth, and 
exercise authority during a thousand years, there is good ground 
for the assertion ... that down to the beginning of the fourth cen
wry, the belief was universal and undisputed." 

N ermdm·, famous church historian, born 1789, wrote of the early 
dlllrch as follows: "They believed that the struggle of the Christian 
chttrch with the heathen state would continue on, until the victory 
should be conredcd to it through the immediate interposition of 
Gmt, and through the return of Christ. ... This was the idea of mil· 
lennial reign, which the Messiah should establish on earth at the 
dose of the whole career of the world, during which all the saints 
of all ages were to live together in holy communion with each other." 

Samud Henry Kellogg in Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia, "It is 
commonly agreed by the best modern historians that from the death 
ol' the apostles to the time of Origen, prcmillennialism was the 
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Hencral faith of tltu~e who were regarded as strictly orthodox Chris
tians." 

C:hillin&rtvorth, "Whatever doctrine is believed and taught by 
the most eminent Fathers of any age of the church and by none of 
their contemporaries opposed or condemned, that is to he esteemed 
the catholic (universal) doctrine of the church of those times. But 
the doctrine of the millenarians was believed and taught by the most 
eminent Fathers of the age next after the apostles, and by none of 
that age opposed or condemned; therefore it was the catholic 
doctrine of those times." -Chillingworth's Works, Philadelphia Edit., 
1811, p. 730. 

IJishofJ He11shaw: "The fact is, that the commonly received 
opinion of a spiritual millennium, consisting in a universal triumph 
of the gospel and conversion of all nations lor a thousand years be
fore the coming of Christ, is a novel doctrine unknown to the church 
for the space of sixteen hundred years. So far as we have been able 
to investigate its history, it was first advanced by the Rev. Dr. Whitby 
... and has hcen received without careful investigation by the ma
jority of divines in the present day. But we may safely challenge its 
ad\•ocates to produce one distinguished writer in its favor who lived 
before the commencement of the eighteenth century. If antiquity 
is to be considered as any test of truth, the advocates of the premn
lennial advent and personal reign of Christ with his saints upon 
earth need have no fear of the result of a comparison of authorities 
with the supporters of the opposite theory." 

Semisch, a German writer, remarks that "Chiliasm constituted in 
the second century so decided an article nf faith, that Jus tin held it 
up as a criterion of perfect orthodoxy." 

Says the London journal of Proplwc:y: "The 1\<fillenarian Fathers 
were the great upholders of orthodoxy. They fought the battles with 
the Gnostics, and most vigorously condemned and confuted Cerinth
ianism: that very Cerinthianism which they ha\'e heen not seldom 
identified with, but which they ably opposed. Millenarianism and 
orthodoxy went hand in hand: millenarianism and heresy were res
olute and irreconcilable foes." 

Munscher, a German theologian, and no friend of the Millenari
aus, makes the following statement: "How widely the doctrine of 
millenarianism prevailed in the first centuries of Christianity appears 
from this, that it was universally received by almost all teachers." 

JJr. Bumet writes: "The Millennia} Kingdom of Christ was the 
general doctrine of the primitive church from the times of the Apos-
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tics to the Council of N icc (A. U. !J:!5), inclusively." 

(;iesseler .mys of the first c:e1lturies: "Millenarianism became 
the general belief of the times." 

JJr. Killo: "The millennia! doctrine may be regarded as gcn· 
l'rally prevalent in the second century." 

Mede: "This was the opinion of the whole onhodox church 
in the age immediately following St. John." 

BislwfJ Newton: "The doctrine of the millennium was gener· 
aUy believed in the three first and purest centuries." 

Schafi-Herzog E,cyr!opedia: "None of the prevailing views, 
except Premillennialism, can be historically traced in the Church to 
a date nearer the Apostles than about 200 A. D." -Samuel Kellogg . 

.fr.remi(/h Taylor: "The doctrine of the Millennium was in the 
hcst ages no heresy, but true catholic (universal) doctrine." 

Whitby (Opposer of the premillennial teaching and father o[ 
the spiritualizing school, born in 1638) admits: "The doctrine of the 
millennium, or the reign of saints on earth a thousand years, is now 
rejected by all Roman Catholics, and by the greatest part of Protest
ants, and yet it passed among the best of Christians for two hundred 
:111d fifty years, for a tradition apostolical: and as such was delivered 
hy many Fathers of the second and third centuries, who spoke of it 
as the tradition of our Lord and His Apostles, and of all the ancients 
that lived before them; who tell us the very words in which it was 
delivered, and say that it was held by all Christians who were exactly 
orthodox." 

Of Whitby's testimony the Lotldon joumal of Prophecy says: 
"The above comes to us with the weight of an irresistible testimony." 

When we sum up the testimony submitted thus far in this paper 
it is difficult to conceive how any sincere Christian, committed to 
the whole Word of God, could oppose the plain teaching of Revela· 
tion 19 and 20. Let it be remembered that a plain Bible Christian 
must demand his right to investigate and to accept the whole counsel 
of God on any subject. The reason that the foregoing testimony 
from authorities on antiquity is so irresistible is that it ties in with 
the teaching of the Bible. The Bible testimony is the final court of 
appeal, but when two such sources of testimony clasp bands there 
is nothing left for us to do but to humbly accept it, or rebel against 
God's holy Word. Remember, this testimony was all but universal, 
that some of the witnesses touched the life of John the Revelator, and 
that their testimony harmonized with John's inspired statement. 
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H it is such an evident fact that the early church held tu the 
advcut o[ Christ, followed by a thousand years of peace, how do we 
account for the decline of this belief? 

We have already quoted one author who said, "Millenarianism 
ami orthodoxy wem hand in hand; Millenarianism and heresy were 
resolute and irreconcilable foes." The only opposition that the plain 
teaching of John in Revelation 19 and 20 met in the first centuries 
was that offered by heretics. D. T. Taylor in "The Voice of the 
Church" .~ays: "The heretics were the opponents of Millenarianism. 
The Gnostics could not tolerate it. The whole Alexandrian School 
with the Arian Dionysius took weapons against it. The Allogi hated 
it. Platonism and heathen philosophy set itself with zeal to over· 
throw it. Socinius of later date, attacked it, and Rome has ever been 
iL'i enemy." 

Says the London .foumnl of ProfJher.y: "The Millenarian 
Fathers were the great upholders of orthodoxy. They fought the 
battle with the Gnostics, and most vigorously condemned and con
futed Cerinthianism." 

"The first distinguished opponent of this doctrine was Origen 
(250), who attacked it with great earnestness and ingenuity, and 
seems, in spite of some opposition, to have thrown it into general 
cliscredit."-Wndingtun's History. 

"In the first centuries great stress was laid upon this passage 
(Rev. 20). It was considered the stronghold of Chiliasm-so strong 

and decided was its testimony deemed, that Anti·Chiliasts deemed 
their only escape from it was total denial of the Apocalypse. Chili· 
asm, and the Apocalypse, were deemed inseparable. They could 
only get rid of the former by rejecting the latter. They never 
lltought it possible to deny that the Apocalypse taught Chiliasm. 
This was not disputed; and hence those who disliked Chiliasm could 
not tolerate the Apocalypse. It was not till the church had learned 
to Platonize, or had taken lessons in the school of Origen, that they 
<·ould condemn Chiliasm without disputing the inspiration of the 
Revelation." -Horatius Bonar. 

"In the end of the fourth century, to guard against Chiliasm, 
quite a number doubted the genuineness of the Apocalypse-did not 
receive it as canonical, and carefully abstained from appealing to it; 
hut after this period we find only here and there a solitary voice 
raised against it, until at length its reception became all but uni· 
versa!. When the question of Chiliasm had ceased to excite any 
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special iuterest in the churches ... all oppositiou to the Apocalypse 
either ceased or became inactive and indifferent." -Prof. Stuan. 

Origen, who more than any other man gave to Chiliasm of the 
first two centuries a death blow was a heretic. He taught that "the 
Scriptures were of little usc, if we understand them as they were 
written"; that "the Scriptures are full of mvstcries, and have a 
threefold sense, viz., a literal, a moral, and a mystical, and that the 
literal sense was worthless." He taught the pre·existence of human 
souls previous to the creation, a spiritual or ethereal resurrection of 
the body; the universal restoration of the damned, after a limited 
punishment, to a state of probation. The Universalists have usually 
daimed Origen as one of their faith. He brought in a torrent of 
a1legory on the church which, according to Mosheim and other good ·~ 
.mthority, laid the foundation for the rise of the Papal hierarchy. 

l\Iosheim says that Origen's system of interpretation was "wild, 
lanciful, chimerical, mystical, licentious." Of the doctrine of the 
.!\lillennium, he says: "Now its credit began to decline, principally 
through the influence and authority of Origen." Saurin says, "All 
his philosophy was taken from the ideas of Plato." -Milt~er's Church 
History, Vol. I, p. 435 . 

.Jerome, who was born in A. D. 330 and died in 420, was a bitter 
Anti·l'vlillenarian, a monk, and a Roman Catholic. The London 
Quarterly Journal of Prophecy says: "Jerome, in whose works the 
:-.l'eds of most eve•·y Popish error may be found, led the opposition 
<~g:dnsl the Millennium." He held the Origenistic system and, says 
Elliott, he taught that "the Apocalypse was all to be spiritually 
understood." Said Luther, "Jerome is to be avoided." 

Augu.fline was a contemporary of Jerome. He was horn A. D. 
1158 and died in 131. Augustine, while continuing evangelical in faith 
followed in the footsteps of Origen in adopting an allegorical view 
of Revelation 19 and 20. 

Origen, by his allegorical interpretation, taught the church how 
to retain the Book of Revelation in the canon of Scripture and yet 
reject the plain import of Revelation 19 and 20. Even "Origen, 
Augustine, and Jerome do not deny that the prediction of the 
restoration of the Israelites, the rebuilding of Jerusalem, the first 
resurrection, and the reign of the Messiah, teach, if taken in the 
literal sense, what the Chiliasts ascribe to them. They admit it; but 
they maintain that that is not their true sense." 

Another contributing factor to the corruption of this pure 
teaching was the role of Emperor Constantine who became Roman 
Emperor in 306. He was pro-Christian and made Christianity the 
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~t.ttc tt'ligion. Under pcnall)' u l dea th he lon;ed tlw~e in hi~ te:tltn 
w ancpt Cltristianity, '>:ty~ Edwa tcl V. \\'ootl in h i:. " Briel II i toty 
ol l'remillen nialism." Heathen temples were convened in to church 
C'clificc,. ll e:u hcn and Chri~tian va lues were intermingled. t\len 
\\'t'l'e elated, and came lO the condusion that this was the beg inn ing 
nl the 111 iiJennium. ''Paganism was falle n, but the Papacy was hasten
ing lO its birth, and even in its embryo was hung a ll over with 
idolatry.'' 

From Gibbon, Nea nder a nd Mosheim, we team that in the 
"fourth century monks, monasteries, convents, penance, church 
< ouncils, with churd1 contro l of conscience, excommunicmion, the 
JWrllllliC of flowers, the smoke of incense, wax taper:., ... idolatrOUS 
ft eq ueming of manyrs' tomb , pictures and images of tutelar saims, 
vcnennion of bone!> and relics, gorgeou!> robes, tiaras, croises, pomp, 
,pJender, and mysticis111, were seen everywhere ;md were the order o[ 
the day.'' "The pa~tOrs o( the church had g radually dtanged the 
light and li fe of the gospel into the very superstit ions they were 
< 'tJ t ll t ttis~ ioned to d isperse; a nd thus they pagan ized Christiani ty in 
otdcr to Christianize paganis111.'' A ll of th is, allinn., Dr. D uffie ld, 
was the genuine offspring of the allegorical systen t and P lawnic 
philosophy of Origen, who made the dmrch on earth the m ystic 
kingdom o( heaven. 

This period, hailed a~ the millennium, turned out to be Satan's 
lltillenn ium, continuing for a thousand years to the great Refonna· 
tiun. Says James Chnllen, highl)• honored pioneer of the "Restora
lion Movement": ''The n ca me for one thousand years, the dark 
a~-;es in which nothing shone but the g ilded temples, the g littering 
aow ns and jewe led tiaras o( the papacy. R ome and its priesthood; 
itl> shrines and its aluus; its feast days and fasts; its rituals and offer
ings; its wea lth a nd its kingdom, were the only tnillenni um the 
church needed or desired. lt was the Eden of the sensualist, the 
paradi:>e of the ser pent, the kingdom of the clergy- the empire of 
Sata n! 

"During the dark ages the theological skies became clouded and 
the doctrine of the Second Coming was almost lost due to the corrup· 
t ion and world liness in the Church. But the Wa ldenses and Pa ul· 
ikian~ remained loya l through 'clu11gcon, fire and ~wnrd.'" Continue\ 
Clta llc n: ";\ fe w o l th e l'aitltl'ul stil l li ved in the tno ttnl:l ins; in 
Cl\'CS and in dens; or in broken forests: or h id tltctn:.elvcs in th e 
mtacotllbs beneath the imperia l city. T hey retnined the ancient 
f:.ith, and hope: but they were persecuted and ~lain . But there was 
light in their dwellings. They lived in Goshe n-all beyond them 
wa Eg)'pt a nd Babylon." 



Origcu :111<1 his friends, aheucd by the dcnc..·cs of Comtatuiue. 
:.tJccecded in pushing up a great satellite error of a spiritual millen
nium, and the church of Rome kept it in orbit for a thousand yenrs, 
until the Reformation. 

"Through the presentation and final reception of a new ami 
t'JToneous millennia! theory more suited to the times, the Apocalyp
tic: doctrine of the Millennium as held by the primitive church wasted 
away, and ultimately well nigh died-died, not at the hands of or
thodox Christians, but at the hands of men noted for their unsound
ness in the faith-died at the hands of the infant Harlot, Rome! 
And, al:~s! how murh truth died with it-how much error lived whcu 
it died! But it did not die utterly for 

'Truth crushed to earth shall rise again, 
The eternal years of God are hers'!" 

Voice of the Churc:h. 

"Finally, the Reformation dawned and the Reformers thuu
dcred their great doctrines of faith." During the dark <~ges the 
.St:tte Church robbed Christians both of their faith and hope: sal
vation by grace, apart from works, and the hope of the premillennial 
coming of the Lord. But during the Reformation the Scripture~ 
were taken out of thcil· cloisters in which they had been buried, and 
the one hope and one faith again gladdened the hearts of Luther, 
Calvin, Melancthon, ami others, in spite of imperfections in their 
helief and practices. 

john Wycliffe, who was born in England in about 1324, was 
c:•lled "the morning star of the Reformation." LeBas says that 
Wycliffe regarded the Redeemer's appearing as the object of the 
hope and constant expectation of the church of God. Other stal
wart.'> uf this period were Hugh Latimer, John Knox, Philip 
.Mclancthon, John Calvin, Ulrick Zwingli, Thomas Cranmer and 
l\<Iartin Luther. 

Calvi11 said, "There is nothing left to the faithful but with wake
ful minds to be always ready, intent on His second advent." 

Bishop Latimer: " I believe the Lord may come in my day, as 
old as I am." 

john Krwx: "We know that he shall return and that with ex
pedition." On the doctrine of the earth's renovation Knox writes: 
"To reform the face of the whole earth, which never was, nor yet 
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shall he till that righteous King and Judge appears for the restora
tion of all things." 

Thomas Cranmer: "\.Vc ask that this kingdom may come, he
t·ause that as yet we see not all things subjec:t to Christ: ... As yet 
Antichrist is not slain; whence it is that we desire and pray that at 
length it may come to pass, and be fulfilled: and that Christ alone 
may reign with his saints, according to the divine promise; ... " 

Martin Luthe·r: "I ardently hope that amidst these internal 
dissensions on earth, Jesus Christ will hasten the day of his coming." 

Church leaders of the seventeenth century, among them such 
men as Joseph Mede, William Twisse, James Ussher, John Milton, 
Jeremiah Taylor, Samuel Rutherford, John Bunyan, Matthew Henry, 
and a host of others proclaimed the premillennial return of Christ. 

First and highest on the list stands the illustrious Mede, whom 
David Brown, of Scotland, styles "The Prince of Millenarians." 
i\Iede said, "When at first I perceived the Millennium to be a state 
of the church consequent to the times of the beast, I was averse from 
the proper acceptation of that resurrection, taking it for a rising 
n£ the church from a dead estate: yet afterward, more seriously oon
sidt~l·ing and weighing all things, I found no ground nor footing for 
any sense but the literal." 

.fohn Milton, author of Pamdise Lost, speaking of the personal 
reign of Christ, remarks: "That this reign will be on earth is evident 
from many passages." (He names several.) 

llaptist Confession of Faith, dated, 1660, signed by forty-one 
leaders and approved by 20,000 others-an excerpt: "We believe 
that there will be an order in the resurrection: Christ is the first 
fruits, and then next, or after, they that are Christ's at his coming; 
then, or afterward cometh the end. Concerning the kingdom and 
reign of our Lord Jesus Christ, as we do believe that he is now in 
heaven at His Father's right hand, so we do believe that at the time 
appointed of the Father he shall come again in power and great 
glory; and that at or after his coming the second time, he will not 
only raise the dead, and judge and restore the world, but will also 
take to himself his kingdom, and will, according to the Scriptures, 
reign on the throne of his father David on Mount Zion in Jerusalem 
forever." -Crosby's History of the Baptists, vol. 2, Appendix 85. 
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Mallhcu• 1/t~lll')': "The nc:uurc, th;n is now thus burdened, 
sl1all, at the time of the restitution of all things, be delivered from 
this bondage into the glorious liberty of the children of God." 
Again: "All the curse and filth that now mlhcres to the <·reature 
!~hall be done away then, when those that have suffered with Christ 
upon earth shall reign with him upon earth. This the whole creation 
looks and longs for." 

jullll IJull)'flll (Hi60): "In the se\'cnth thousand years of the 
world will be the Sabbath when Christ shall set up his Kingdom on 
earth: according to that which is written, 'They lived and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years.'" (Vol. 6, p. 329.) 

jeremiah Ta)'lor: "The doctrine of the Millennium was in the 
best ages no heresy, but true catholic (universal) doctrine.'' 

Samuel Wesley: "We believe, as all Christians of the purest agel> 
did, that the saints sh<tll reign on earth with Christ a thousand years. 
At the beginning of the thousand years, shall be the first resurrection 
wherein martyrs and holy men shall reign here with spiritual de· 
lights.'' 

John Wesley: "From the time that the Church and State, the 
Kingdom of Christ and the \Vorld, were so strangely and unnaturally 
blended together, Christianity and heathenism were so thoroughly 
incorporated with each other that they will hardly ever be divided 
umil Christ comes to reign upon the earth.'' 

The eighteenth century included such stalwarts as Sir Isaac 
.:'\iewton, Bengel, Philip Doddridge, Watts, Robert Hall, Flc:tcher. 
Toplady, Cowper, Thomas Coke, Charles Wesley, John Wesley. 
George Whitefield, and many others who believed in the future 
reign of Christ. 

Charles Wesley, ( 1770), known as the "millennia! poet," wrote 
hundreds of songs confirming his belief in the doctrine. He sings: 

"Trusting in the literal word, 
We look for Christ on earth again; 
Come, our everlasting Lord, 
With all thy saints to reign." 

Augustus M. TujJiady ( 1770) , says, "I am one of those old fash· 
ioned people who believe the doctrine of the 1\Iillennium, and there 
will be two distinct resurrections of the dead; first of the just, and 
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~econd of the unjust; which last resurrection of the reprobate will 
not commence till a thousand years after the resurrection of the 
elect." 

way: 

William Cowper writes (1789), 
"Come, then, and added to thy many crowns, 

Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth, 
Thou who alone art worthy! It was thine 
Uy ancient covenant 'ere nature's birth." 

A lexancler Pope (1740), author of "The Messiah,"' puts it this 

''No more shall nation against nation rise, 
Nor ardent warriors meet with hateful eyes, 
Nor fields with gleaming steel be cover'd o'er, 
The brazen trumpets kindle rage no more; 
But useless lances into scythes shall bend, 
And the broad falchion in a plowshare <~mi." 

J.wwc Watts: 
"Jesus shall reign where'cr the sun 

Doth his successive journeys run; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more." 

Archbishop William Newcome, writing on Rev. 20:4, says: "I 
understand this not figuratively of a peaceful and Hourishing state 
of the dmrch on earth, hut literally of a real resurrection, and of :t 

real reign of Christ, who will display His Royal Glory in Jerusalem. 
This is the great Sabbath, or rest of the Church." 

Sir Isaac Newton: "About the time of the end, in all probabil· 
iry. a body of men will be raised up who will turn their attention 
to L~le prophecies, and insist upon their literal interpretation in tht• 
midst of much clamor and opposition." Says Dr. Duffield of Newton: 
"He gave his powerful mind two whole years to the .~tudy of tht• 
prophecies, and has avowed his belief in the prcmillcnnial coming 
of Christ." (His prophecy of what would take place about the end nl' 
tinw certainly seems to have come to pass.) 



In the early part of the nineteenth century there was inaugurated 
what is known as the Restoration Movement, a movement back to 
the simplicity of New Testament Christianity. At first there were 
at least two sections of this movement: one led by Alexander Camp· 
bell, and the other by Barton W. Stone. These separate endeavors 
merged into one and enjoyed phenomenal success under strong 
pioneer preachers. Some one has said that this restoration move· 
ment was born premillennial. Stone was outspokenly and boldly 
premillennial, and Campbell was-to say the least-free and tolerant. 
At least, it was indeed born free, free from the shackles of sectarian· 
ism, free to investigate and accept the whole truth of God, including 
the whole teaching on future things. This freedom is our heritage as 
simple Christians, which, if surrendered, renders those who do so 
no longer simple Christians in fact. Many of these early pioneer 
preachers, who are revered by nearly all today who claim to stand 
as Christians only, believed and taught the premillennial coming 
of the Lord and that without disturbing the peace o( "our Zion." 
We will now quote from some of these revered pioneers. 

A lexamler Campbell: Some one has said that Alexander Camp· 
hell's life is a story of growth. It is said that he liked to read a 
passage of Scripture as if he had never seen it before, and allow it 
to strike him with pure virgin force. He was a free Christian and 
open on the subject of prophecy. He says, "To us it appears equally 
strange how any one, well read in sacred learning, could imagine 
that Satan has been bound for the last thousand years, and that WC' 

have had a reign of Christ for a thousand years." -Millennia! Har· 
binger, 1843, p. 231. 

Again Campbell says, "No kingdom of this world has yet become 
a kingdom of Christ ... till Jesus appears in the clouds ... his cause 
and his people can never gain the ascendency .... He appears as 
harhinger of the Millennium." -Mil. Har., 1833. 

Barton W. Stone: "The second coming of Christ is at the com
menc:ement of his millennial reign on earth. Here on earth he will 
reign till the thousand years be finished .... " On the future 
restoration of Israel Stone says, "This doctrine has never been dis· 
puted till a few years past, . . . I must still view it as one of the 
signs of the Lord's coming ... " 

Moses E. Lard: "At his coming the holy dead will be raised, tlw 
righteous living changed, and the Millennium will have set in."
Commentary, Rom. 11:15. 

2!18 



T .. W. nrents: "If this does not express a literal reign with 
Christ for a thousand years, we know not what assemblage of words 
would be capable of expressing the thought." -On Rev. 20:4-6. 

]. A. Harding: "Jesus plainly shows that the faithful are to bt· 
made rulers."-On Parable of the Pounds. He says further, "These 
facts point clearly to this period of a thousand years as the Sabbath 
rest that remains for the people of God... That this millennia! 
reign will be on the earth is dearly indicated by the fact that at the 
beginning of it Christ and His saints are on the earth, and so they 
arc at the end of it." 

llobert Milliga11: "When Satan shall be bound for a thousand 
years (Rev. 20: I-Ii), and the saints of the Most High possess the 
Kingdom (Dan. 7:14, 18, 22), the prophesy of Isaiah (ll :6-9) may 
he more literally fulfilled than we now anticipate." Again, "Pal
estine will certainly again be restored to Israel ror an everlasting 
possession." -Mil. Har., 1856. 

Daniel Sommer: "What may we say to those who declare that 
Christ will not come again till at the close of the Millennia] age? 
\Ve may say 'Ye do greatly err'!" -Questions and Answers. He 
further says, "The word millennium is composed of two Latin words 
which together mean-a thousand years. That God intends to intro
duce such a period is as plainly stated in this chapter (Rev. 20) as 
that he intended to bring a flood of waters on the earth is set forth 
in Genesis, sixth chapter. Mankind will live on the earth then, even 
:1~ they are now living, except they will not be tempted of the devil." 

]. W. McGarvey, in commenting on Amos 9:11-15 says, "This 
refers undoubtedly to the reign o£ Christ, in whicl1 the throne of 
David is restored .... All this is in the future, and it is to occur 
under the reign of the risen and glorified Son of David."-Christian 
St:111dard, 1903, p. 660. 

lJ'm. Ruble: "We can, then, take it as a settled fact that after 
the l.ord comes again, and sits upon the glorious throne and reigns 
,,,·cr the earth, his glorified saints, who take part in the first rcsur
rc::tion, not only reign with their Lord, but are active and spiritual 
members of his Kingdom, and joint-heirs in his inheritance." (Rom. 
H: li.) -Letters to Jews and Gentiles, published by John F. Rowe. 
I H!lli. 

]. A. Regg: "Unless, then, we identify the throne of David with 
1hat of the Eternal Father, which would be blasphemy, we must 
acknowledge that the session of Messiah on his own throne is a 
tlistimt event, and belonging to another period." -Mil. l-Iar., 1832. 

l>t111id l.ijJst'tJIIIIJ: "Heaven must receive him until the 'times u[ 
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restoration of all things'. Then, 'the times of the restoration of all 
things' must be when Jesus returns again to earth-the restoration 
of all things to their original relation to God .... When .Jesus comes 
again, the will of God will be done on earth as it is in heaven, and 
all things in the world will be restored to harmonious relations with 
God, the Supreme Ruler of the Universe." -Queries and Answers. 

Sta11{ord ChamlJers: "Certainly that which is called 'The Resto· 
ration Movement' was born premillennial. If the teaching was not 
heresy then, neither is it heresy now." 

J. B. Rotherham: "It is a dominion yet to he realized in the 
coming habitable earth; which as we have seen, means the earth :1s 
it is to be ordered under Messiah's reign." -Author of F.mplwsized 
Bible. 

Walter Scott: "Israel was organized civilly before they were 
organized religiously; in Christianity this order is reversed. We 
have received the inner government first; but the time will come 
'when the saints' as Daniel says, 'shall possess the government', and 
all power, authority and rule be recovered to God by His Son and 
His saints." -Pioneer Sermons and Addresses, p. 178. 

S. McCm·Jde: "I believe the Jews are to return to their own 
land in peace," -Mil. Har., 1834, pp. 20·25. 

E. G. Sewell: "But there will be such a reign, and it !!hall he 
glorious to them that arc in it; and it is perfectly certain that none 
hut the righteous shall be in it. ... After the thousand years' reign, 
and the bound state of Satan, he is to be loosed for a little time," 
etc., -Gospel Advocate, Apr. 12, 1900. 

james Chal/e11: "The premillennial view of the second ad\'ent 
of Christ was held by all the 'Fathers' in the first two centuries of the 
dmrd1, as all must admit." -Wester Preacher, Vol. I, pp. 170-1 R·l. 

C. W. Sewell: "The Bible plainly says that he (Satan) was not 
hound when Paul, Peter, .John and James wrote to these churches. 
II he was not bound then, I can see no reason for thinking he is 
hound now." -Christian LeadeJ·, Nov. 25, 1913. 

]. B. Brim~)'= "In my younger days, when my enthusiasm domi· 
natcd my judgment, I thought the Gospel would convert the people 
and bring in the Millennium, at the close of which the Lord would 
come. But ... a more careful study of the Scriptures has convinced 
me that I was wrong, and that the Master will come to introduct' 
1he millennium and personally reign on earth during that period." 

Marl' Collis: "My mimi, like that of Brother Briney, has under
gone a change with regard to the time of our Lord's return. 1 believe 
now that it will he before the millennium." 
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Some few years ago I was reading a book in which the author, 
though anti-millennia!, stated that all the great world evangelists of 
modem times were premillcnnial in faith. The book is "Millennia! 
Studies" by Murray. This statement takes in such men as R. A. 
Torrey, D. L. Moody, .J. Wilbur Chapman, Charles H. Spurgeon, 
Gypsy Smith, Uilly Sunday, Hyman Appleman, Hilly Graham, :md 
others that you may think of. 

R. A. Ton·ey, in commenting on the book ".Jesus Is Coming," 
hy \V. E. Blackstone, said, "I am already become convinced that our 
Lord's coming would be before the millennium .... It was this that 
first brought me to definite convictions and made the doctrine not 
only clear, but very precious.'' 

Charles H. Spurgeou ( 1834-1892) : "I do look for His premii
Jcnial advent and expect He will come again. Jesus, our Lord is to 
he King of all the earth, and rule all nations in a glorious personal 
reign." 

Dwight L. Moody (1837-1899): "The church is cold and formal: 
may God wake it up! And I know of no better way to do this than 
t!J get the church to look for the return of om Lord." 

Bill)• Sunday preached a great sermon on "The Coming of 
Christ" in Louisville, Ky., in the twenties, which was reproduced m 
the daily paper. h was premillennial to the core. 

I he:1rd Hyman Applemtm, the Russian Jew preacher, express 
his premillennial views in one of his Louisville campaigns. 

One of the criticisms of Billy Gmlwm, expressed before his Lou
isville campaign, was that he was premillennial. So it goes among 
the big evangelists. 

It would be interesting to know the combined circulation of 
Christian magazines, such as the Sunday School Times, Moody 
Monthly, King's Business, Prophecy Monthly, etc., which hold to 
this belief. Readers would doubtless be numbered by the tens of 
thousands and thousands upon thousands. Also many Christian 
colleges are commiued to this belief. If the people of all generations 
who believed that Christ would come before the millennium could 
be gathered together in one great assembly, there would be millions 
upon millions of them! Even if a count could be made of such 
believers who are living today the number would be staggering. 
Those who give Urother R. H. Boll credit for this teaching by calling 
it "Bollism" display gross ignorance of religious history. 
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The progress of the full restoration of the pure millennia) tcadt· 
ing of the first two centuries of the church was challenged by Dr. 
Daniel Whitby of the Church of England in the early eighteenth 
century. He was called a "man of transcendent genius and learning" 
by James Challen. He, following the footsteps of Augustine, and 
the mystical principles of interpretation of the Origen School, op· 
posed the reign of Christ on earth, and gave the passages bearing 
on that subject a mystical sense, becoming father to the modern 
anti and post-millennia) movements and of all who seek to spiritual
ize away the teaching of Revelation 19 and 20. 

Dr. Duffield of Princeton, N.J., said: "The doctrine of a miHen
nium before the advent of Christ is not to be found in any of the 
standards of the churches of the Reformation: by several it is ex
pressly repudiated. It is a modern novelty, suggested but 150 years 
ago by Whitby, and avowedly a new hypothesis." 

Even Dr. Whitby admits that the premillennial advelll of Christ 
''was believed and taught by the early church," and that aH "the 
best Christians for 250 years," regarded it as a tradition ap~stolic." 

He himself calls his theory of the millennium "A New Hypothesis.:· 

Thus, those who advocate a spiritual millennium rather than 
literal, are affiliated with a relatively modern movement. Even if 
they span the dark ages, to tie in with the earliest advocates of an 
allegorical view of Revelation 19 and lW, they could get no closer 
to the Apostles than Augustine, Jerome, and Origen-about 200 
years. 

By two lines of testimony which corroborate and strengthen 
one another we have shown that the primitive church for the first 
two hundred and fifty years believed in the future thousand-year 
reign of Christ and His saints on earth as set forth by John in Revc:la· 
tion 19 and 20. The fact that this truth is both stated in the Holy 
Scriptures and vouched for as the belief of the early church by so 
universal an array of authorities and religious leaders establishes it 
twice over. \Ve fail to see how any honest heart, after examining 
the evidence, can oppose it. Most certainly, if they are not ready to 
accept it, they should not oppose those who do! 

It has been c:ustomary and quite acceptable to appeal in this way 
to these same "fathers" and early writers on the subject of baptiml 
by immersion; why not on the subject under discussion here? 

242 



•. -t. (. 

J n our introduction we pointed out that "the only legitimate 
method of controverting a doctrine wliich purports to he founded 
on the Scripture is the exegetical." Arguments made against the 
premillennial belief, consisting of charges based on supposed ill· 
effects, and reasonings othenvise, fall short unless it can be pointed 
out that the claimed exegetical meaning of the passage, as interpreted 
by the' laws of grammar and r.he usage and meaning of words, is 
wrong. · Until the doctrine is so refuted it must stand as a true 
tc;u:hing of God's \Vord, and any charges hurled against it break 
:m'd ~all to the ground, and really need no refuting. There can be 
no vniid objection raised against a teaching as long as its exegetical 
force 'lSI. unimpaired! 

As the smoke of theological battle clears away the citadel of 
~tevelation 19 and 20 still stands as impregnable as it has stood for 
nineteen centuries. It stands on its simple exegetical meaning, 
based on the laws of grammar, the usage and meaning of words. As 
long as the teaching itself is unrefuted, and stands as God's 'Word, 
the <:harges ·made against its ill-effects are worthless. Is it not true 
llwt whenever brethren accept this passage in its simple, grammatical 
~ense they drop ;til charges? 

The premillennial teaching therefore is not guilty of the 
charges made against it. It does not make the church an after
thought, for, indeed, God in Ephesicms 3 includes the church in His 
ctcmal purpose. h does not rob God of any authority, nor in any 
w<Jy dash with the program of spreading the Gospel, nor exclude the 
Gentiles from salvation now, nor make God a respecter of persons, 
nor foster moderni!lm or sectarianism, nor cause its ltdherents to 
uccomc sectarian, "ists" or "ites". lf it is true Bible teaching-and 
it is-all objections to it arc invalid, whether from honest or dis· 
l~onest heat·ts. However, we shall notice a few objections. 

: ·. ···Some charge that the teaching fosters modernism. \Ve wonder if 
those who so charge know what modernism is. It is a commonly 
known fact that no premillennialist (so·called) is a modernist. Those 
who are looking for the imminent coming of the Lord believe He: 
is the Son of God, that He was born of a virgin, lived a perfect life, 
died as our substitute, arose from the grave, and ever li\'eth to make 
intercession for us. They believe that the Bible from cover to cover 
is the very Word of God. Says Wm. Ray Dobbins, D. D., "As fllr as I 
am aware, no higher critic is a premillennialistl" Modernism must 
look elsewhere for recruits! 
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Regarding missions, Samuel Henry Kellobrg• D. D., L. L. D., say~. 
"It is quite time, in view of the facts, that this common popular ob· 
jection to the premillennial doctrine - that it is fatal to interest in 
missions-should be dropped, as a baseless slander." 

A letter from the Secretary of China Inland Mission (March 21, 
1936) reads: "In our mission of nearly 1400 missionaries we do not 
know of one worker who is not premillennial. Indeed, this truth 
was one of the great incentives that led our founder, J. Hudson 
Taylor, to found the Mission, and he has ranked high in the mission· 
ary world. So far as we are aware, every one of the founders and 
leaders, as well as most, i£ not all, the workers in the faith missions 
that send workers to the various mission fields of the world, arc 
premillennial. To say that this faith 'cuts the nerve of missionary 
endeavor' is entirely incorrect and there is abundant proof that it is 
incorrect." -Chas. H. Judd. 

There is a <.:ertain urgen<.:y in believing in the imminent coming 
of the Lord that causes one to make haste to carry the Gospel to those 
who have never heard. Don Carlos .Janes of church of Christ ranks 
was one of the earliest promoters of foreign missions among us. That 
he was of the premillennial persuasion is of course well known. 

As to the charge th<tl those who are premillennial do not 
helie,·e that the Lord now has all authority, we answer that we do 
believe that the Lord now has all authority, and we believe that 
He is now exercising the same measure of authority as those who 
differ with us ascribe to Him. They believe that He is exercising full 
authority over the church and as our sole Head, and so do we. While 
He now has "all authority" and exercises as much of that authority 
as our critics •hink, yet we believe, with good Scriptural reason, that 
He will exercise even more of His authority as needs arise. For 
example, in Revelation II: 18 it is said that "the time of the dead 
to be judged" is on God's time table. (The time o£ the dead to be 
judged, and the time to give rewards, surely refers to future judg· 
ment.) When that time comes Christ will exercise that judging 
power which He now has. In the same paragraph of Revelation 11, 
that passage says, "because thou hast taken thy great power, and didst 
reign." The two events, the judgment and the reign, are projected 
on the curtain of the future-each in the same tense and in the same 
text. They were not present events when John wrote, for in this 
whole ~ection of Revelation God was showing John things "which 
must come to pass hereafter" (Rev. 4:1). David, as we know, was 
anointed king long before he took his throne; so Christ, though He 
has the power all the time, will take it, and exercise it in God's own 
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good time. \Ve believe that Christ is exerciSing the same measure 
now as others say He is, and that besides, He will exercise additional 
power as needs arise. Thus, rather than limiting His power, we mag· 
nify it! 

The charge of sectarianism is based upon a misconception of 
what sectarianism is. Jf brethren arc kind, considerate and tolerant, 
they arc thereby marked as soft and sectarian. This does not follow. 
Sectarianism, like all Christian principles, pertains to the heart. 
Some do a little outward measuring and base their charges of sec· 
tarianism on that. They draw a circle around themselves and ccr· 
tain understood beliefs, and count all others out. Perhaps it does 
not occur to them that those within the non·sectarian circle can be 
the worst sort of sectarians in spirit by drawing lines ag-ainst other 
Christians, and by thus cutting themselves off from others of their 
brethren. Such conduct is sectarian, and especially unbecoming to 
those who have espoused a non·sectarian position. or course thert: 
are other ways of being sectarian which we all oppose, such as erec-t· 
ing human creeds, human names, and closed communion barriers. 
However, unwritten creed barriers amount to the same thing. 

But when some attempt to be genuinely non·sectarian (by ex· 
crcising true freedom in the whole word, love, and tolerance, at the 
same time granting others the same freedom of simple Christians) 
they are accused of being sectarian! This does not follow. Those 
who :~re truly simple New Testament Christians must stand on a 
platform accessible to all other Christians. \Ve call to others of God's 
people to stand with us, for here is unity ground. Those on both 
sides of the ruture-prophecy teaching stand for the "Why not be just 
a Christian" position. Both sides have put out the well-known tract of 
that title by the thousands. It <~ppearcd in substance recently in our 
daily paper. Either side could have turned it in for publication, 
for it speaks for all of us. But for any among us to draw lines 
against the other is to forfeit the right to this simple New Testament 
position. 

R. H. Boll once said, "Both sides in said controversy acknowl· 
edge their agreement in other matters. If either side therefore dis· 
fellO\~Iihips the other it means that those who thus disfellowship their 
brethren forfeit their own standing as undenominational, non·scc· 
tarian Christians." 

To have true non·sectarian unity there must indeed be Christian 
liberty: "there must be meekness, lowliness, long·suffering, forbear
ance, and love. This is the unity of the Spirit, and the fruit of the 
Spirit: and it has often been realized in the midst of much diversity, 
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hoth of doctrine and of judgment; whereas it has often been absent 
even where intellectual agreement prevailed. Moreover, this is the 
only unity that leaves men unenslavcd and free-free to grow in grace 
:md knowledge, and to go on with God. It stands in sharpest con
tradistinction to that uncertain, unstable, legalistic unity that is 
hammered out by the hardest, and that is maintained only by the 
threat of excommunication held over the heads of any who dare to 
differ from its leaders." -E. L. Jorgenson. 

We cfln have the unit)' of the spi1·it NOW. This is in God'r 
unity plan for us. 

In answer to those who condemn the premillennial teaching on 
account of "fruits" we <JUOte from Gibbon (an objective view of a 
non-!Jelie,·er): "As long as lor wise purposes this error (so-called by 
him) was permitted to subsist in the church, it was productive of.. the 
most salutary effects on the faith and practice of Christians, who 
lived in the awful expectation of that moment when the globe itself 
and all the various races of mankind, should tremble at the appear· 
ancc of their divine Judge." \Vc think that dose investigation 
would uphold Gibbon in his view that the premillennial position 
lws a salutary effect on the faith and practice of God's children. 

\Ve do~e with a good wont from the late R. H. Boll: "tJnlcs~ 

what we learn of pruphe(:y, of the Lord's coming, of the age to comt', 
as well as :my other truth, makes us more humble, more ol)(•dient, 
more loving and Christlike, we have indeed learned in vain." 

NEWS AND NOTES 
Jeffersontown, Ky.: Our receut meet- lion. We arc hoping lo be 01ble to 

ing with Howard l\lanh as e\·angclist mm·c at le-.1st two wt-cks prior 10 the 
n~uhe1l in thirty responst'll: !I for hap- meeting date in order to have UIIJifiT· 
tism. ~ fm· membenhip, 3 othen for tunity to do some 1...-ound work for il 
baptism awaiting consent of parents, real revival and soul-saving mecting.-
and the remainder reconsecrations. We Pray for us. -Fr.1nk Gill. 
had a good V.B.S. with an average at- lngallwood Park, La.: The Lord has 
tendancc of 91i pitts. Also we attained wrought a great work in giving to ns 
:1 tww remrd in Sunday school of 74. lngallwood Park-fifteen acres of beau: 
-John Pound. tiful wooded land. Through the hard 

Louinille, Ky.: In recent weeks two work of many there are' now fourteen 
pl:tced membership with the Ormsby cabins, two modern concrete showct· 
.-\\'cnuc church. Another who was hap· houses. and a modern concrete hlod; 
tiled ill sumtuer co~mp cast her lot dining hall and kitchen which will 
with us. Our gospel meeting with acc:onunodate 21Kl at once. 
IIerman Fox. Jr .. as evangelist is scbed· Our first week of camp was glorious· 
uled hi begin September 15. -J. R. ly blessed with 28 baptisms :mel ill 

Cl:trk. least 85 to 40 responses for reconsecra· 
Jelfel'liOnville, Ind.: Our fall meet· lion. Senior wt-ck begins tomorrow, the 

ing at the Parksville, Ky., church is Lord willing. 
scheduled for October 5-15 with Her- A great man of God left earth scenes 
man t"ox, Jr .. as evangelist. The house with the pas.,ing of Brother "i"ui1f 
wlwrc we arc 10 live is under mnstrUC· Gabhart .. -Frank M. MullhlM, Sr. 
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Gainenille, Tex.: Thirty-nine yean 
ago today (August I) Brother Uoll was 
in a meeting at Tom Bean, Texas, and 
it was Friday. The reason I remem
ber it so well is that it was the day 
that I oheyed the C:n~pcl of onr l.ord. 
-James M. Miller. 

Louis,•ille, Ky.: We were saddened by 
the news of tlw passing of our beloved 
llrothcr Tummy Gabhart at Mackville, 
Ky. Long a gre;tl man of faith, he was 
among onr mmt devont sllldents of the 
Word of God. He attended the first 
nu.octing of the Christian Educational 
Cor/10ration of Kentucky. \Ve thank 
c;m that he served the l.ord llel well. 
-~. Willlon !harks. 

Hapc\·ille, Ga.: When llrothcr Bob 
Ros.~· name was mentioned to the 
church ht:rc as one who might he in
tert:stctl in taking UJ> the work as its 
minister. the one w 10 made the sug
gestion also commented that the church 
would be very fortunate to have him. 
"'e are certainly inclined to agree, 
from all that we hear and know. He 
st.ocms to have m:tde a fine imprt!ssion 
1111 those who met and heard him last 
Sunday, and we know t.hat yon will 
Uc glad to learn that he has m:tde a 
•ldinite decision to accept the invita
tima extended tu him. -Carl Kitzmiller. 

Tell C:ity, Ind.: Brother Frank ~hal
lins, Sr .. was with us at Lily Dale for 
a meeting from June 23 through July 
:!. 1-:ven though there were no re
sponses Ill the invitation, we fell that 
we had had a good meetlng.-Lil)' Dale 
Young Pt.'Ople. 

Tell C:ity, Ind.: ,\ugust 17 has been 
Sl!t :ts the day for our :annual home
mnaing :11 Lily Ualt:. Al1111 on that 
tlate au evangelistic meeting shall be· 
gin with Rmther J. Edward Boyd as 
e1·:mgelist. The meeting shall close on 
Sunday evening. August 24. -Delmer 
llmwning. 

39 present this year (last )'ear 26). Pr:a)' 
fur the Christian Youth Encampment 
which runs from August 3 through 
August 16. -Antoine Valdetero. 

1\lary,·illc, l\fo.: The work here in 
Maryl'ille is going along very well. 
Our attendance has increased about 10 
per Sunday since our coming here the 
fint o£ the year. and interest is fine. 
.July 13 we closed a very fine meeting 
with Gll'nn llaber as evangelist. At· 
lendance was good with visitors from 
sever.tl congregations in this area. 
The preaching was used of God to 
strengthen the church, and Brother 
D:l\lcl fapp nf Hopkins did a line jnh 
n£ leading our singing. His congreg-.a· 
lion cooperated in a fine way. On the 
last night almost the whole congrega
tion, including a number from visiting 
mngrcgations r.1me forward to confess 
their faults and to express a desire for 
a closer walk with the Lord. The pros
pect lwre is real good if we can con
timae ma. Our greatest tlifliculty is 
that of fin:aru·t·s. Ple:tst: pray for u~. 
-Asa Baher. 

Kowloon, Hung Kong: This has been 
:a \'cry hot Sunday. We arc so thankful 
for the air conditioner. I was thank· 
ful to be ahle to buy another ceilinA 
fan l:riday at the auction for about 
$11 U.S. I :also bought a new hah1· 
bed for Carol for about $5. Yestertla\· 
it sceml>cl wc had a steady stream ,;f 
callers. One man came bringing the 
loudspeaker which we left in Manila. 
\\'e used it some Imlay. Victor sent fllll' 
tape of C:mtonese and English songs
part or them recorded by the sec 
Chorus. We ha\'en't heard singing like 
that in a long time. I wrote to Winston 
two weeks :ago about Mr. \\'on's sun's 
coming to SCC to study. He had 
planned to go to the University of 
Oklahoma, btU was not admitted. lie 
is a very fine young man, and I fl'Cl 
very sure he wouhl fit in well there.
-Dennis Allen. Amite, La.: We praise the Lord for 

His blt.-ssing upon the Hayden Grove 
meeting. Brother Ken Istre brought Dallas, Texas: The Lord was vc1•1· 
messages that stirred the souls of every gr~c!ous to us on • our trip. I wa', 
one present and drew us all closer to prn:1lcgcd to speak 111 Pomona, Calif., 
till' Master's feel. Last week we ut- Sprangfield, Oregon, anti at Lewiston, 
tended the Christian Workcn' Clinic Idaho, in addition to \'arious personal 
at lngallwootl Park near DeRidder. contacts along the way. 
Brulhcr Frank Mullins made the book \Ve enjoyed our stay in the home of 
of Rorn:ans really live; Brother Rich- Eugene and Mary l..ou Mullins whill' 
::nl lbmsey's dass on Evangelism was conducting meetings at the Alta Vist:a 
wonderful, and we were made to real- d~u~ch in Portcrvlllc and at 1\lpaugh 
ile our failures along that line; Brother (Cahf.). I wish the work they are doing 
Ken Istre opened up our vision to the were more widely known, and better 
J!I'Cat pos.~ibilitics of the Sunday school. supported. I am amazed that work-
.\11 in :Ill it was wonderful. We had ing hetwt.-cn self-support, half-suppurt. 
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and no-support (at various times), they 
han: IK.-cn able to accomplish so much. 
The people of the congregation arc 
workers and pmy·crs, as is shown by 
their excellent (almost 100 per cent) 
otttcud:mce during the meeting, and by 
the fact that more than 20 unsaved 
otduhs came out to hear the word. 
There were visitors at every service.
Gordon R. Linscott. 

llmthet· Linscott closed his tour with 
" rew uights with the church at Ham· 
ilion. ~lont;ma, :md then returned to 
Da lias. 

Urazil: l'i\'c months o£ Brazilian li£e 
has potsscd £or me. Everything is well. 
\I y Lord has heen f:uthful to His 
Word. and I am happy in Him. Portu
guese is progressing day by day. I 
r:u1 understand many things of convcr· 
s;uiun ;md of church services now, 
which makes life much more pleasant 
;md lloss lonely and confusing. I plan 
to go to a school of Portuguese in the 
southern potrl of llrazil. Be£ore leav· 
iug the north, I want to make a short 
uhscr\·atinu of the mis.~ion work in the 
iutcrior of this stale. -Robert S. John· 
son. 

Louinillc, Ky.: It certainly has been 
a ple;~sure workiug for the Lord dur· 
iug the past year at Sylvania, Ky. We 
ha,·e found that the pt'Ople at Sylvania 
have a deep love for the Lord. AI· 
though the alleudance has fluctuated 
II'C had a high of Ill receutly in Sunday 
srhnol. 

We ln:gan a young people's meeting 
shortly a£ter we started working here 
iu September. The highest number 
we hot\'e hatl in this group is 27. The 
inten•st nf our pl'Ciple has now risen 
w surh an extent tlmt our young 
people ha,·c requested that they help 
in visitation work. We have a teacher 
tr:tining program for our older teen· 
a~l' girls, whidt is supervised by Sister 
l.uis Campbell. 

Our building fund has increased 
greatly and we plan to build over our 
h;tsf:ntl'nl suucturc. Men of the church 
pl;ut to du the labor and would wei· 
mme hdp £rum other brethren. 

Sim:e 1 he lirst of the year we have 
ht~n blessed with 9 baptisms and 44 
rl'cunse!'rations. Thirty-three of the 
rcl·onsenatiuns came during the recent 
meeting conducted hy Herman Fox, Jr. 
Om· Vacation nihle School, which 
preceded the meeting had the foUow
mg altendauL-e: 71, 45, 112, 118. -
Kellllt'lh Stuckdell. 

~lanUa, Philippines: I suppose that 
)'Oil and others around Louisville arc 
very busy getting things ready for the 
llible Conference. This will be the 
first one 1'\•e missed since the first one 
you lmd in 1948. It has always been 
a season of refreshing and revi\'al. 
Please give regards to all the brethren. 
-Harold R. Preston. 

WELCO~IE VISITORS! 
The Word and Work Book Sto1·e 

wishes to join the Louisville chu rcht'll 
in welcoming visitors to the Louisville 
Christian Fellowship Week. We have 
stocked many good fundamental hooh 
in our store. We invite one and all 
to come down between sessions and 
browse around. \\'hat we may nut 
have in stock we can order direct to 
you from publisher. -F. G. and J. R. C. 

ORDERS ARE COT\IING IN 
Many may wish to see September 

Word and Work before ordering extra 
copies for distribution. Howe\·er, some 
orders have come in. 'Ve plan to print 
extras, anticipating further n.'()Uests. 
The theme of September: "The Prt.'
millennial Position of the Primitive 
Church," and of October, "What I.ics 
Ahead- What Saith the Lord?" We 

lllan to bind the two issues in a lillie 
1ook. Price: single copies o£ eithes· 

September or October, 2.1) cents: in 
lots of five or more, 20 cents each. 
The combination book, 50 cents. 

Up Indiana Way: Enjoyable meet· 
ings were ours at Berea, Linton, Snlli· 
van, and Dugger. 'Ve were at Berea, 
"home church", eight days. Repre· 
scntatives of other congregations also 
rejoiced our hc-o~rts. Preaching hreth· 
ren cooperating were Collins and Ne:tl 
of Sullivan, Clymore of Dugger, Hailey, 
Pound, and Rt"Cves. of Linton. Wc 
hope later to he with other congrega· 
lions in those regions. 

A situation exists at Sullivan which 
does not present a beautiful picturr. 
Three groups meet separately and do 
not exercise fellowship or cooperation 
with each other. East Jackson, co· 
operating with the afore-mentionetl 
meetingJ~, is disfcllowshippetl by North· 
State and North Court. The rC"o~son 
given is teaching, or alleged teaching, 
on prophecy, though some of the ob· 
jec.tionahle thingJ~ were taught In· 
Dmtiel Somme1·, who established the 
congregation over sixty years ago. This 
writer allended. East Jackson is thl! 
oldest congregation. North State makes 
a test of fellowship of the issue (East 
Jotckson does not.) North Court nh· 
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jecll> to the d:rss nte tlwd of teaching 
practiced hy the o ther two atttl objects 
to East Jackson's teaching on prophecy. 
East J ackson allows that a con11regation 
may pursue its own course and method 
of teaching, jttsL so it reaches the Wont, 
and allo ws that people may he lton· 
cstly mistaken in their interpretation 
of Bible forecasts and yet be obedient 
to our Lord's commands, rendering ac
ccptal.llc service to Him. 

If East .Jackson will agree to keep 
silen t on the prophetic word and give 
up the class method of teaching, North 
Court will ft~tternizc. and Nortll St..'\tc 
would not re<Juire l.lut the one con
c,-ssiou. that ts, the lirst mentioned. 
" How can two walk together, except 
they be agreed?" And we'll not be 
agreed, un l<.-ss you agree with mel Sec? 

Sonic COI'responclents have failed to 
note our new address-451!> J ewell 
Ave .. Louisville, Ky. 

-Stanford Chambers. 

Alexan dria, La.: Within the last year 
1 he church o( Christ at MacArthur 
Drive and !'each Street has enjoyed an 
increase in members. .Eight have hcen 
bapti led into Christ and two have 
placed membet~~hip with us. Interest 
in Bible s tudy and in sor~g indic:Hc 
spiritual gruwth. Brother l\•rac LeDoux 
a studen t preacher. Is doing a com· 

tncnda hlc work wi th us. lie is plan
uing on taking !tis bachelor degn•e :It 
mic.l·tcm1. - W . .J. j ohnson. 

Louis"illc Kentucky 
Brother Overman's meet ing now in 

paogrcss a r the East. Jefferson Street 
Churdt is well attended aud iutcrcst is 
good . Other churches have been guod 
tO ~upport the meeting. There have 
hccn Lince baptisms, two for mcn1 ber
ship and five rc:sttlrat ions to date aud 
the meeting is not due 10 close until 
Sunday night, August 17. 

In the Alice W aller School on Dixie 
ll ighway, a meeting began last Sunday 
night. To date there h;wc been th ree 
haptisms and one rcswmtion. The 
meeting is 10 continue throughout the 
week. Brother Herman l'ox is preach· 
ing. Pmy for these meetings. 

The Jcll'erson Street lttCCiing endl.'<.l 
with Jive b;lptisuts, two for member
ship, ancl thirty·Six rededications. 

JJroLher Jlrenl llickman Of tJ1e Eight· 
cent h St reeL Church, brought us a 
week's •ueeting in July with messages 
on the l luly Spirit. This was in 
prepanttion for our recent meeting 
with Orell 01·enn;m as evangelist. We 
tllank tile Lonl for out· fa ithful min· 
istcr. Brotlacr Jimmie Hardison. and for 
Ia is unt iring efforts. - James Wilsuu. 

GOOD BOOKS FOR YOUR LIBRARY 
THE DAWN OF T H E SCARLET AGE, by Edgar Ainslie 

"The aut laor .. . holds that the true church will not have to pass through lhe 
Great Tribulation. Uut he also is convinced that Christians need l(l he iufonncd 
as to just what the Scriptures have 10 s:1y about this time of Jacob's troulalc and 
about the glorious even L~ that will follow it, and that they need to learn the many 
valuable lessons that are found in lhe Book of Re1•ela tion in wh.ich these c1·cnts 
arc portrayed. He sticks closely to the Word. He exalts tile Lord J esus Christ." 

Clotla . 150 pages $2.00. 

THE PROPHET OF HOPE (Zec.bariah), by F. II. ~!eyer 
"Not the least of Dr. Meyer's works is PROPHET Of llOl'E. Under his 

spirit·inspired pen, this oft-neglected book of the J3ihlc, Zechariah, takes on new 
meaning. With.in the pages of this book there awaits the reader an cxcurs.ion 
into tile Scripwre truths that he wi ll never forget." 

Cloth. 128 pages. $2.50. 

THE SPIRlT OF GOD, by G. Campbell Morgan 
"This volume is an invaluable work in wllich G. Campbell Morgan has 

asscanhled from the Scriptut'<.>S the tnath relative to t.lte l'ersonali ty of the Holy 
Spirit , as well as the work of the Holy Spirit through the history of the lnun:111 
race. It is :t clear and concise record, Wtlh valuable indices, of the various :md 
varying activities o( the Holy Spirit throughout the Old and Ne '" Dispcnsat.ions." 
Cloth. 237 pages. $2.50. 

Ortkr rrom WORD ANU WORK, 25 18 Port land A,·cnue, Louisville 12, Kentucky 
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A Truly 
Beautiful 

N ew Book 
On 

The Home 

Uy MRS. l)AUL J. KNECHT 

Each chapter set off by a Pictorial mustration drawn by 

DAVID CLANCY 

Covers all phases o( Home Life in its relation to Cod 
and the Church . . .• Interspersed willa many homey il· 
Justrations to enliven i ts pages. 

AN EXCELLENT GIFT I 

Pourtecn Chapters ... . 343 Pages. . .. Clear, casy-to·read type. • • • Bound in Red 
Cloth. • .. Attractive Cover Jacket. • • · • • Price, $3.00 

Order from WORD and WORK, 2518 Portland Ave., Louisville 12, Ky. 


