
JUNE, 1981 

HOLDING TEENAGE INTEREST 
p. 162 

The Common Market and the 10-Toes of Daniel 2 
p. 164 

CONQUER FRUSTRATION WITH COMMITMENT 
p. l7l 

ISRAELI COUNT -DOWN 
p. 173 

Faith and the Lord's Supper 
p. 177 

EXAMINE YOUR FAMILY IMAGE 
p. 182 



34th Annual Louisville Christian 

Fellowship Week 

August 10 - 14, 1981 

DAY SESSIONS: Portland Avenue Church of Christ, 2500 Portland Avenue 

EVENING SESSIONS: Sellersburg Church of Christ, Sellersburg Indiana 

Theme "CHRIST MEETS OUR EVERY NEED" (Matt. 11:28-30) 

MONDAY 

Evening Session 
7:30- 8:00 Singing 

8:00- 9:00 Exposition of Matthew 11 :28-30 

TUESDAY 

Day Session 

9:00- 9:30 Prayer Time 
9:30- 10:30 Bible Exposition: Book of James 

10:30 -11:00 Break 
11 :00- 11 :50 Overcoming Guilt 
12:00- 1:30 Lunch - Fellowship Time 

Paul Kitzmiller 

Bruce Chowning 

Mike Sanders 

1:30-
1:30-
2:10-

2:10 
2:10 
2:30 

overcoming Anxiety & Worry (Grades 7 • 10} Tommy Bradshaw 
Overcoming Anxiety & Worry Billy Ray Lewter 
Break 

2:30- 3:10 Conquering Fear Through Jesus 

Evening Session 
7:30 - 8:00 Singing 
8:00- 9:00 Christ Meets Our Need Through The Word 

WEDNESDAY 

Day Session 

9:00 - 9:30 Prayer Time 
9:30-10:30 Bible Exposition: Book of James 

10:30-11:00 Break 
11:00- 11 :50 Terminal Illness and Death 
12:00- 1:30 Lunch - Fellowship Time 

1:30 - 2:10 Following the Crowd 
1:30- 2:10 Coping With Stress 

2:10- 2:30 Break 

(Grades 7 - 1 0) 

2:30- 3:10 Overcoming Ambition and Pride 

Evening Session 
7:30- 8:00 Singing 

David Reagan 

Kenneth Istre 

Bruce Chowning 

Wayne Willis 

Mark Miller 
Buford Smith 

Earl Mullins, Sr. 

8:00- 9:00 Christ Meets Our Need Through Service & Witnessing 
Robert Garrett 

NOTE: Wednesday Evening Is Missionary Evening. A love offering will be 
taken and forwarded to our missionaries on the field. Checks should be made 
payable to " Louisville Christian Fellowship" 
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Robert Held Is a minister In Louisville, Kentucky. 

W.H.H. 

Grappling With The Youth Problem 

The theme for next Wednesday's open style prayer meeting will 
he a discussion of what rto do about our youth, and why ~hey aren't 
filling our dhurch services. While this particuktr meeting will ho 
history l>y the time this editorial gots .into print, we ,at Portland will 
welcome •comments in writing from any who ,think thc.y have -a scriptur
al, workable answer. The editor might even hoil some of the sug
gestions down and publish them for tl1e common good. 

It's no revelation, to say that Satan is throwing {\II of his forces 
into the battle against the church and the family, in these last days. 
And it should not surprise us that his chief target is the impressionable 
sector ·of our society-youth. He well knows that tthc•y arc the church 
of tomonow, .as well as •the leaders and purcnts of tomon,ow. 

No doubt, .times have changed 'a bit, ·but I still fee l that there may 
be some help in remembering the <lqtings fhat used 10 tum "us" off, say, 
in the 1930's 

I disliked older ones who looked down their noses at me. ( Later 
on, I discovered it was just their way of holding their heads, and no 
rc>al disdain was intended. ) 

Long prayer mcoting ta·lks that monopolized the whole hour, 
alway:; uisnppointed me, who expected shorter t•lroughts from severnl. 

If the singing became perfunctory, and if 'the song leader thought 
more of his platitudes ·than the message of the song, I hurt. 

Once, the young people were squelched on a 1wogram that they 
J1nd just about gotten organized, and we were a good while getting up 
other steam. 

lvli\NY GOOD 1'11TNGS HAPPENED, THOUGH 

Most of us were known by nnmo ,to •tho older om~s. and thoro was a 
lot of friendliness and love. 

We. were 'llSsigncd, scheduled, and used more methodically and 
at a )'Oungcr age than we are doing in the church today with our teens. 

A zealous and Spirit-filled young preacher organized home Bible 
classes on Tuesday and Thursday nights, and would take 2 to 5 younf.! 
people. with him f'Or singing and fo r mingling with the household 
where we were gojng. 

1(}2 



I 
' ! 

I 

( 

J .-

Two maiden schoolteachers (both later married,) organized the 
"Sunday Afternoon Work" which was visiting (on foot) member shu tins 
and sick of the church, and other places where we could get invitation. 
Scripture, prayer, and many songs, constituk-d each meeting at the 
several stops. 

Hikes to Shawnee Park ( 5 to 6 miles, round trip) when the fall 
weather invited it, though not sponsored by the church per se, really 
knit the youth and their leaders together. Roller skating also fell into 
this category. 

A Young People's meeting that met an hour and .fifteen minutes 
ahead of the night service on Sunday, fed the evening service rather 
than decimating it. 

Bro. Boll's sermons were always profound, yet simple, and the 
length of the service (sometimes going on one O'clock) didn't dis
courage any. 

WHAT CAN WE "OLDSTERS" DO? 

1. We must re-learn to enjoy to .the full our own relationship with the 
Lord. If we have lost our first love, and evidently many have, it \vill 
show on our faces and spill over on the younf. If we are glad that 
it is :the Lord's day, and say so sincerely, it wit begin to catch on, and 
the flame will glow again. 
2. We must look at ourselves in a mirror, study God's word about 
brotherly love, and demonstrate love toward our peers. Why should 
we try to make a talk on First Corinthians thir.teen, ·if we ourselves 
"have not love."? Love is a universal language that spans all age 
barriers including ethnic ones. 'The/ll know that we are Christians 
hy our love." 
3. We need to learn and practice worship. Our God is alive and well. 
Soon our Lord will come hack to take over .fue reins of government, 
and will inaugurate a reign of peace beyond all we can imagine. And 
we are tl1at generation w•ho has the privilege of being alive and serving 
during such momentous times. How can we he so defeated, so en
cumbered, so despondent, so fatigued 'that meeting in the house and 
presence of God can become hum-drum? If we can't enter hy faith 
into the heavenlies when we worship toge~er, we either need a new 
leader or a revival (or both). 
4. We older ones need to give unto the Lord all seven days of the 
week. Once, someone said that "procrastination is the thief of time." 
That was before the advent of Television. Now, the Tube is the 
ohief deterrent to religion, literature, social grace, and even elementary 
education. We mtL'it be misers with our TVs, or we \viii be robbed 
of our most precious commodity-time. 

As a general statement, the one place where we have done ti1e 
worst to the younger gcner·ation, is in robbin~ them of time, ours and 
theirs, by the complicated schedules of our day. We h)' to include 
so many "good" things into our schedules that we can't find time _to 
talk to each other across <!!he supper table. And the children arc the 
losers. 
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Carl .Kitzmiller Is minister of the Oakdale, Louisiana Church of Christ and 
writes the Sunday school lessons for Word and Work Lesson Quarterly. 

Carl Kitzmiller 

ln. the book of Daniel 2:33 71ictures a divided Roman kingdom, 
each part represented by the two legs. In chapter 2:42 the to'es repre
sent ten kingdoms. If our interpretation is correct, would not five of 
these kingdoms come out of the Eastem Roman Empire? If our 
assumption is correct why are the present day interpreters nuzking the 
fut:ure world power by haoing nine kingdoms coming from the Western 
part of the Roman Empire ancl only one, Greece, coming from the 
Eastern Empire? Why 110t five kingdoms out of each part? 

Unfulfilled prophecy can be understood. Even the (hypocritical) 
doctors of tho law of Jesus' day were able to tell the wise men to go to 
Bethlehem, that it was there the King of the Jews was to be born. 
Jesus, in 'Spe~\king of the abomination of desolation, gave tho specific 
admonition: "Let him that readeth m1derstand." Peter declares 
prophecy to be a lamp shining in a ,dark place. This and much more 
which could b e cited declares that prophecy is meant to be understood 
and that those wl10 declare otherwise nrc in error. This writer then 
certainly does not hold with those who declare unfulfilled prophecy to 
be so dark and mysterious, so figw·ative, so written in code, that it can
not be understood. 

On the other hand, neither does he suppose that God 'has made 
every point so clear that there will be no difference in the fulfillment 
and the interpretation that man may have given to the prophecy prior 
to its fulfillment. I am a bit skeptical of the too-certain, too-detailed 
interpretation which allows no room for •error, especially in some of the 
minor points. In some cases God has given us the broad ·general out
line without giving the more minute details. ln other cases there are 
t·hosc things which will be evident in due season which are not needed 
by preceding generations or which involve knowledge not em·lier 
available. The whole world looki ng on the bodies of the two slain 
prophets ( Rev. 11:9) has taken on a meaning in our day of satellite 
television which preceding generations could not have understood. 
So while I believe unfulfilled prophecy is meant to he understood, I 
also believe there may be many features of it which will only be most 
evident -at the time of fulfillment, and we need to be careful about a 
too dogmatic ·assertion that "this is it." ·when God interprets for us, 
the matter is different from our attempts to supply the meanings. 
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How docs this apply to the vision of Daniel 2? Our querist could 
very well be right in suggesting that there ought to be five kingdoms 
from each of tlie two divisions of the Roman Empire. If we follow 
the symbolism all the way through, this makes a lot of sense. I for one 
am not so certain that the Common Market nations arc so clearly the 
fulfillment of the ten toes as to label him wrong. On the other hand, I 
do not see the issue to be so clear that I do not watch with considerable 
interest what happens concerning this development. About alJ anyone 
can say very autltoritatively (unless thex know some things declared 
in scripture that I am not aware of) is that the Common Market na
tions could be a siJ!Dillcant development. Keep your eyes open! Too 
often, I fear, an in!ormed and sensible Bible student sees a probability 
or a possibility and declares, "This could be what such and such a 
propliecy points to." Someone then picks that up, especially if it 
has been published a few times, and oy his language makes it more 
certain. FinaJly, some less discerning ones may suppose they are 
dealing with what is a certain fact. 

How far can we go in applying symbolism? Students of the para
bles long ago discovered that we cannot make ever}' point of a parable 
to have meaning. While the 0. T. tabernacle and temple had a lot 
of symbolism, some of it pointed out by inspired writers (Hcb. 9:lff), 
do we really have any ·basis for making every clip and loop in the 
curtains significant? What about prophetic symbolism? What do the 
knees of Nebuchadnezzar's vision signify? Nothing is mentioned in 
the account to ~vc any significance to them. While one can make 
a most appropnate comparison between two legs and the divided 
Roman Empire, ~he account does not stress this fact nor offer such an 
interpretation. (The division mentioned is symbolized by iron and 
clay, v. 41, not the 'two legs.) Just ru; the two arms appropriately fit 
the dual nature of ·the Mcdo-Persian rule, so the two legs are appro
priate to the divided Roman Empire, but the account does not really 
stress this at all. Ten toes are mentioned, and very likely on the image 
these toes were evenly divided to the feet as they arc on any man; but 
they arc mentioned as ten, not two sets of five. Moreover, in Dan. 7, 
generally recognized as a somewhat parallel vision, the ten horns arc 
rresumably on one head (7:7}. I mention these things to point out 
that the Holy Spirit may not have meant the symbolism to be carried 
to the point of indicating five nations from each division. So while I 
would not label the suggestion wrong, neither can I dogmatically 
declare it right and the only answer that will satisfy. If it should turn 
out to be this way, I will not be surprised and can glory in the demon
stration of the wisdom of God. I suspect we are going to be greatly 

.. surprised at how much God has told us we did not discern. But if tt 
does not turn out that everx detail of the image has significance, then 
I'll know that God simply has difficulty in communicating things so 
clearly we do not misunderstand. 

Let us not get so engrossed in minor points of interpretation that 
we miss the greater issues. This does not at all suggest that the one 
asking the question has done so. Moreover, it is good to have com
monly accepted explanations and interpretations challenged so that 
we do not grow lax and undiscerning. I must confess that I do not 
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believe I have ever specifically and critically thought on this point until 
the question came to me. 

What can we do to enco11rage more yo~tng men to be preachers, mis
sionaries, etc.P 

The question is: How can we encourage laborers to go into the 
Lord's harvest? There is a need for preachers, missionaries, teachers, 
elders and deacons, and such like-those who are equipped, prepared, 
capable instruments in the Lord's hands. This question is being asked 
in my experience, primarily by those who arc already in church leader
ship. It is understandable that they, more than otncrs, are aware of 
the need. But it seems to me that the average church member is 
not especially asking such a question, exccet wlien a preacher is difG
cult to find for the particular congregation he attends, or a teacher or 
elder is needed in that particular congregation. 

In the Jan., 1981, issue of Missionary Messenger there was a 
reprint from Bro. R. H. Boll on "The Place of Prayer in World-Evangel
ism." It stressed the importance ofjrayer in meeting this need-not 
prayer only, but prayer as a first an dominant concern. We arc in
volved in the Lord's work-HIS work-and we arc tauwbt to ask Him 
to send forth laborers in His harvest. One suspects tllat the lack of 
laborers is in great measure due to the failure of the church as a whole 
in praying for this need. When there is· wide1.prcad concern that 
means wiaespread praying, then answer to the need may begin to 
come. When there is sucn unfaithfulness as leads to prayer failure 
in this matter, the lack of workers may he a sort of judgment on the 
failure. 

We do not deny that there is a valid place for human encourage
ment to people to do what they should. But there is a danger that 
human zeal may work to make men preachers, missionaries, elders, etc., 
without much dependence on the Lord. We realize God has poor 
material to work with at the hest, but possibly many of the problems, 
digressions, and failures happen in great measure because of self
nrpointment or human appointment rather than His appointment. 
I the Lord raises up a worker, ·then He can put the right man in the 
right place, provide His support, and whatever else is necessary. We 
must not lose the concept lliat Christ is the One who raises up, sends 
out, overrules in the ereparation of, and sustains His servanto;. He is 
the Head of the churCh, and that includes the manning of its places of 
leadership. When the whole church becomes concerned enough to 
pray-fervently, not just routinely-the Lord of the harvest to send 
fortn laborers, He will know where to find them. 

Having noted this basic responsibility, we might add that godlx 
Christian homes play a most impol'tant role in providing a source of 
laborers. God is not limited to this kind of background, to be sure, 
hut He often uses it. A true commitment of our children to the Lord 
from the 'time .they arc conceived will not mean all of them will be 
missionaries, preacners, etc., but it will produce an encouraging envi
ronment. Churches need to provide opportunities for people ~to dis
cover their gifts in such matters and surely ought to provide an at-
mosphere where such gi~ts are encouraged, not stifled. It is a tragedy ( 
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when the concern for workers barely reaches beyond the congregation
al wa lls or only shows up when there is a local need. 

It may be that those who arc in pbces of leadership could do more 
to keep their roles from being despised by careful attention to being 
examples worthy of being followed. 

Ernest Lyon is a protessor of music at tbe University of Loul~ville. nnd an e lder 
and minister of the Hi~hlaml Church of Christ in Louisville. 

THOUGHTS FROM ROMANS 

Ernest E. Lyon 

God's Righteousness by Faith Available to All 
ln order tha·t we mit,rht unders-tand ~tnd be blessed by verses 22 nnd 

23 of Romnns Ohaptcr Thrt"c, I would like to s tart our study with 
William R. Newell's translation of verses 21 through 23: "But now 
apart from law, God's righteousness hath been manifested, -borne 
witness •to by the Law and the Prophets: God's righteousness, more
over, through faith concoming Jesus Christ unto all them that believe; 
for there is no distinction; for all sinned, and nrc falling short of the 
glory of God. 

.. Cod's righteousness is, then, available to all and needed by all. It 
II is not received because of goodness or works ·but because wo believe 

the tcsli mony •that God has given us concerning H is Son. God's 
righteousness ·becomes ours through believing that God provided sal
vation for us, offered His righteousness to us, when H e made Christ 
to he sin on our behalf on the Cross. In 2 Corinthians 5:21, Paul 
stated this in another way so clearly that every one s tudying Homans 
should memorize it: "Him Who knew no sin H e made to be sin on our 
behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in Him." 
Christ was ''sin apart" even thou~h tempted in all points as we arc 
( IIcb. 4:15, literal translation of ' apart from sin''), yet God took our 
sins and put them on Him, making Jiim to be sin, '.lnd all of this so 
H e might give His righteousness to us, make us to be His righteousness. 

In order to be perfectly cknr as to whom he is t~1 lking about, Paul, 
guided accurately by the Holy Sririt ndds in Homans 3:22, "unto all 
them t1lat believe." Again Pau shows that no one can have this 
righteousness on any •other basis than believing that Christ substituted 
for us, dying for us 1'bnt we might ~lot have to take the penalty for 
s·ins-d<.'<ll'h. And he is speaking not s imply of leaving eart lrly life 
bul of the real meaning of death-ctcrnul separation from God. Christ 
died plwsical death to pay for our sins, -and He did so \vith the full 
wrath ot God upon Him and the separation was so that He cried out, 
''My Cod, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" If Cod were to 
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forsake us as we die we would· be eternally separated from Him, but 
Christ, the Perfect One, made to be sin on our behalf, took that separ
ation and then came back from its consequences to give us life. 

May I remind you again that the need of getting salvation by faith, 
getting Cod's righteousness by faith, ·is not only necess-ary for the best, 
it is available to the worst-"unto all them that believe." Well has 
someone said, "No one that gets to heaven will ever give himself 
credit for ·being there, and no one who goes to ·hell will ever have 
anyone •to blame but himself." To emphasize this point Paul adds, 
"for there is no distinction, for all sinned, and arc falling short of the 
glory of God." Most translations say, "have sinned," but the Greek 
original is pointing out that by nature all mankind sinned in Adam 
and continues to, in a very real sense, do nothing but sin. 

The word "sinned" here is the translation of a word meaning "to 
miss the mark"; so it came to mean :to err, to wander from the path of 
righteousness, ·to do or go wrong, and so to violate God's law. Man
kind has, indeed, missed the mark and is continuing to "fall short of 
the glory of God." Paul is n master of understatement, and this is one 
of tl1e examples of that. I believe it iJS Newell who tries to illustrate 
this by having us imagine a group wanting •to .get ro England and 
deciding to do so by jumping. The weakest person would jus•t fall 
off the shore and the strongest would just get into deep water by 
jumRing less than 30 feet. That is a 'human picture of how much we 
are faiHng short of the glory of God. All human effort ·to attain to 
HilS glory or His righteousness ~s truly vain. We would vary in the 
amount that we were able to accomplish ·in that direction, bnt the 
finest man or woman could not get near enough to make it seem like a 
small miss. We all sinned and we arc continually missing that mark 
when we try by our own efforts. 

Have you been one of fuose depending on something about your 
life to got you to heaven? Ch~ist Jesus has made it possible for you to 
get there, but He did not do part of the work and expect you to do the 
rest. He expects you to believe that, sinner that you are, He loved you 
and gave Himself for you. He expects you to believe that the Father 
loved you and sent Him to die fOr you. He expects you to believe 
that He paid a tremendous cost for your salvation; He bought it and 
is now able to offer it to you by faith, ·by believing th·at He has done 
this for you. I don't deserve what He has done for me, but I am glad 
that I believe Him when He says He finished all the work for my 
salvation. You don't deserve what He has done for you, but you can 
have God's righteousness by faith, a faith ~hat trusts God to be telling 
you the truth ·in spite of the objections of our human reasoning. Come 
to Him, believe Him, allow Him ·to give you new life, to oe re-born 
from above of the water and the Spirit. And then you can praise Him 
for all eternity for providing such a wonderful salvation in the one way 
t'hat no human mel'it is involved. I am told ·that in the early days of 
Marshall Field's efforts to build up his stores, that the merchants who 
sold to him said, "His word is a.~ good as his bond." That was no 
credit to the mc~hants that trusted Mr. Field, but it was a great 
credit to Mr. Field. Now trust and ·thus give Him glory, and in 
return receive a wonderful salvation for your belief. 
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Jack Blues prench<!s a t the Antioch Church, Frankfort, Ky. and touches at the 
Portland Chri.~tinn St·hnol in Louisville. 

TJIE SENATE Al'JO HOUSE GIVE 
FINAL Al,PROVAL to a $20.9 billion 
spending bill to fund severn) F ederal 
agencies until September 30th. Cutting 
$1-1.3 billion from energy, education, 
housinn, community development, and 
other domestic programs, provides $11.6 
billion for defense, $1 :7 billion for food 
stamps, and $100 million for child nu
trition. Senator Mark llot.field (R.-Ore.) 
opposing the bill because of the in
creases for defense and the cuts in 
domestic pro).,rrnms, calls it "reprehen
sible", saying, "wo have performed 
budgetary SUHCERY withoulthc bene
fit of ancsthesio on the handicapped, 
the old, the hungry." The measure also 
contains a ban on Medicade funding 
of abortion except whr n tho woman's 
life is in danger. 

0 0 0 • 0 0 

Jack Bines 

Red Chinese purchase of U.S. tech
nology, including military equipment 
such as heavy-duty trucKs and trans
port planes. The National Security 
Council , which is responsible for tho 
decision, snys that "it is intended to 
treat Red China as a friendly less
developed country and no longer as 
a mrmbcr of the international Com
munist conspiracy." The ndministra
t inn will continuo its weapons-sales 
arrangement with the Free Chinese 
Government on Taiwan, now running 
about $700 million n year. 

6 • 0 0 • 0 

All~IAND HAMMEn OF OCCIDENT
AL PETROLEUM liAS RECENTLY 
purchased Iowa Beef Processors, valued 
at l$800 million and opernting 11 
pnckin~ plants in seven s tates. Why 
would Occidental wMt to merge with 
a meat producer? Well, with plenty of 
meat, ~lr. I Jammer can be an even 
,~::realer benrfnctor to the rulers of the 
Kremlin. And you cnn bo assured he 
will he just that. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST PARTY 
OF'FIC£AL NOW IN U.S. seeking 
political nsylum. It is hoped by Pentn
~on intolligrnce exports t·o gain impnr
tant information on l>.O.W.s still held 
by the Vietnmnese Communists as well 
as on Soviet military nnd naval build-up 
at the formc•r U.S. hase at Dnnang. 
Dang l10ang Xn escaped at a U.N. 
sponsored conference in Jnpan. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

~10THEH TEllESA, ROMAN CATH
OLIC NUN, who won the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1970 for her work with the 
sick and dyin~. is in tho United Stutes 
to open several homes for tho poor. 
President Reagan after spending an 
hour with her in Wnshin~ton, says, 
"She's jusl tho soul of kindness. You 
can't he ill the presence of snmconc like 
that without fecllnJ.! hotter nhout the 
world. Here is someone who is so 
optimistic about all of us-mankind 
-and what ~he's trying to do is so 
inspiring." \Vhilo in \Vnshington, she 
spoke to nn American Family Institute 
svmposium telling them: "In destroying 
the child (aborting) we are destrO\ing 
love, destroying the image of God in THERE SHOULD nE A POSITIVE 
the world. IF I really hnve Jove, I will EFFECT should Congress pass tho 
do somethin~. I will protect that unborn Crnmm-Lattn substitute hudget targets 
child." which is Sltpported hy tho President, 

o o o 0 0 0 according to Con~essmnn William 
THE REAGAN AD~IINISTRATION Dannemoyer (R . ..CA). Besides the 
HAS DEC.IDED TO M~c restrictions on spend in~ reductions they will send a 
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signal that Congress is serious about 
cutting the budget, and that a bal
anced budget for Fiscal 1984 is likely 
to become a reality. As the people 
reali1.e that the Government will no 
longer be expanding the money supply 
would mean that rents, interest rates, 
and prices will not be rising in expecta
tion of continuing inflation. Then the 
Congressman urges, "The people must 
continuo to press Congress to hold down 
spending if we are ever to overcome 
inflation. If the people don't keep 
after, Congress will lapse into J~~ old 
habit of 'tax, spend, and elect. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

AS AN ATTEMPT TO CURB THE 
INFLATIONARY SPIRAL, Rep. James 
Hansen has introduced H.R. 1685, 
which would cut congre.~sional salaries 
by eight percent ($4,853 per legislator, 
or nearly $2,600,000 annually for the 
Congress as a whole.) The bill is co
sponsored hy Representative Evans (R. 
-Iowa), Brown (R. Colorado), Smith 
(R. Oregon), Benedict (R.-Wcst Vir
ginia), Le Boutillier (R.-New York), 
Morri~on (H.-Washington), Cregg (R.
New Hampshire), Dunn (H.-Michigan), 
and Schneider (R.-Rhodo lslancl). If 
they pass this, it surely wlll be a switch. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

TWO CZECHO-SLOVAK COUPLES 
ESCAPE ACROSS COMMUNIST 
minefields on a house-drawn sled with 
three babies hidden under hay. They 
had worked and planned their escape 
for a full year. Anton Krejcar, his wife 
and two sons, alon,:! with Pavel and 
Bozenka Cerny and their seven-month" 
old dauj:!hter rode out to the border as 
they had done often during the past 
)'ear. There was an exception, however, 
the children were not usually with 
them, nor were they In evidence, for 
they were securely hidden away in the 
hay in the rear of tl1e sled. The couples 
worked on a collective farm near the 
Austro-Czech border and had won the 
<.>OnRdence of the guards as a result of 
frequent wood-gathering trips In the 
border area over many months. As they 
approached the border with the inten
tion to drive on Into Austria, the Com
munist j:!Uards just waved them on not 
realizing that they had their families 
with them and were heading for free
dom, never to return to communist 
Nlavery. 

TOUCH STREET-GANG MEMBER 
SAYS SENTENCING TOO SOFT. A 
number of Southern California's top 
law-enforcement officials were startled 
to hear gang member Lorenzo Cramer 
recommend "tougher" sentences and 
incarceration in state prison for violent 
youth offenders instead of the "soft" 
treatment he had experienced at the 
California Youth Authority. "It's noth
Ing ... they've got everything there that 
they've got on the street except girls. 
If you people were a little harder on 
your sentencing it would slow down 
what they (toughs) are doing on the 
streets." But, you know, they won't 
listen. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

THE COLLEGE BEST-SELLER LIST 
PLACES MILTON Friedman's Free to 
Choose in the number three spot. This 
is a strong endorsement for the Free 
Enterprise system which has been so 
much maligned on college campuses in 
recent years as well a.~ suggesting that 
the colleges may he waking to economic 
reality. Indeed we should hope so. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

ACCORDING TO STORIES CIRCU
LATING IN THE WASHINGTON 
intelligence community a number of 
"liberal" middle-level C.I.A. employees 
are disturbed by the directness of the 
Reagan Administration in stating that 
the Soviet Union is behind international 
terrorism. They are planning to em
barrass the President by _prOducing a 
samizdat of intelligence officials with a 
high probability for leakage. Somizdat 
is the Russian name given to secret 
pamphlets circulated by those opposing 
the Kremlin's policies. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

MEHMET ALI AGCA IS THE MAN 
CHARGED WITH THE ATTEMPTED 
assassination of the Pope. The estab
lished news sources religiously describe 
him as a "rightist." They go to great 
lengths .to dispel even the sli~htest 
thought that he may he a "leftist. ' He 
seems to have a different opinion of 
his political stance than the press. He 
told Italian police that he was a "pro
Palestine Communist comrade, a fol
lower of George Hahish." Now this 
Mr. Habish is a dJsciplined Marxist" 
Leninist who heads the "Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
-one of nearly a do1.cn groups under 
the umbrella of the Palestine Libcra-
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tion Or~nnizntion (PLO). TI1c PFLP is 
perhaps the PLO's closest link to the 
Kremlin. Why is the Establishment 

always so slow to believe that these 
terroristic assassins nre so very often the 
products of the left? 

Cordon Linscott is a guidance counselor at n hi)!h school in Louisville. 

Light At The End 
Of The Tunnel 

Gordon R. Linscott 

In the April issue we printed a "letter from Micl1elle." For 
Michelle, life had been n story of misen1 and frttsfration. She had 
tried so hard to 11lease the Lord and mai\C eoerytl1ing tum. out right; 
instead, they had tumed out eoer so badly. WhiJ? why? why? 

A compassionate reader, Jerry, offers some flelpful observations. 

Dear Michelle : 

As you know, Bro. Linscott, feelin~ •that you were addressing an 
importan t, contemporary dssuc in marnagc relationships, shared yom 
recent letter with us. 

Apologizing for my boldness, may I suggest that in .addressing this 
two-career, maningc-relationship issue you possibly are avoiding a 
much more fundam ental issue. From yom Iotter it is evident !halt you 
sincerely feel that your umcst and unhappiness resulted from {l conflict 
between your desire to maintain a proper relationship to your husba nd 
in ·the family and your desire to make use of a "God-given" talent in 
accounti ng. Juclh>ing from the tone of your letter, however, and m y 
own experience, 1 must fear that your unhappinoss was due to a 
stru[!gling between yourself and your Lord. I must fear that you 
still have not learned tl1e joy of living to please H im alone. 

Paul admonishes, "Prl'scnt yoursdvcs unto God, as alive from thr 
dead, and your members as intruments of righteousness unto Got!." 

"Present yourselves unto God!" And before you respond in your 
own defense may I say that Paul is not here speaking of our presenting 
or consecrating to Cod our "old selves" or the gifts, talents and apti
tudes which oclong 1tO our old selves. Fundamental to our under
standing of the consecration of which Paul here speaks is the phmse, 
" as alive from the dead." Here js the point ,a<t which consecration 
begins. God is pleased only by our prrsenling unto Him that which 
Jtas passed through death rto resurrection. 

Too frequently, after recognizing that we have been crucifi ed in 
Christ and resurrected with Him to a new life, we try to present unto 
God our own uncrucified natural faculties for the accomplishment of 

171 



His work. But such is not true consecmtion and is not acceptable to 
our Lo~d. True consecra~on, and ·true joy in Christian living, lie in 
presenting ourselves to Him, to be and to do whatever He requires. 
That strong will, our natural inclinations, all must go to the Cross. 
Then we can present ourselves wholly unto Him. 

When we honestly give ourselves unreservedly to God He will not 
allow us to hold on to anything of ourselves. Before He ~ use us if 
He chooses to use us, He will touch, one by one, everything that as ~ot 
of Himself. He will say, "This, ifoo, must go." We can all Yst many 
things which we have successfully surrendered to Him. But likewise 
there are for aU of us those things which we dare not even mention in 
terms of the Cross. Not evil thmgs. Things which in themselves arc 
good. Things which we have seen God usc to His glory in other 
people. Things, Michelle, like )'Our desire to develop and use your 
own na.tur.al ability in the field of accounting. You want to give that 
ability to Him. But He wants just you, unrestricted and free. Are 
you willing? 

Consider what the Lord did with the bread which the Galilean 
boy brought to Him. He broke it. Indeed, God always seems to 
break what is given to Him. Only after it is broken does He seem to 
be able to bless it and usc it. 

Invariably when we give ourselve to .the Lord He •begins to break 
us. Everything seems to go wrong. Oherished ideals, strong wills, 
valuod friendships, •our noblest effor.ts ...... all begin •to crumble. 

It ·is what we do ut this point that determines whether or not our 
lives will ever be pleasing and useful to God. We can argue that this 
crumbled state surely was not what God intended for us ano so reclaim 
ourselves and redirect our lives. ·we would become, no doubt, 
successful, useful Christians in the eyes of the world. But we would 
not belong to God and nothing which we did would be pleasing ·to 
Him. Or we can stay there, broken, useless in the eyes of.the world, 
and say, "Lord, if this is where You want me, •this is where I'll s1:ay." 

"A healthy, happy Christian home and to be a top notch account
ant." These ru:e noble goals, Michelle. TI1e trouble t!hat you were 
having ·in attaining those goals was in the desire which you once 
.expressed to give yourself to God. As always, He messed ·things up. 
He deliberately frustrated your goals by flacing you in a marriage 
relationship which made accomplishment o either or •both seem hope
less. Did you accept that breaking, that senseless frustration? Or 
did you seek a way out? 

Of all ,those once gad1ercd around Jesus at Bethany only one, 
Mary, did something which was pleasing to her Lord. She took her 
most precious possession, •an ala,baster cruse ,of ointment, and poured it 
all out on His head. Everyone else there, including his beloved 
disciples, considered her act wasteful. They all could Hst many more 
useful ways to usc that expensive ointment in His service. But Jesus 
doesn't want our usefulness. He wants us. And onl~ when we can 
give up that \vhich is most precious to us can we know th1t we are His. 
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His way~ ar.e bcyo1~d our understanding. When we find our
&elves Sltrugghng to expl:un them, we usually are trying to circumvent 
them. 

0 0 0 0 

In Christian Love, 
Jerry 
0 

. . JerrY,'s answers m~rk h1?1 in my book as. a man who, '1.'Uows where 
1t JS at. However, qs M1ohclle fully s.nt1sfied? We II check wJth 
her and rep~~t back ·~ you.. If r~ere .a re o .. ther rea dens who would 
want .to contubute to e1-the.r s1d~ of .the CJ.~esti. on, we would be pleased 
to hear from you. Do t hmgs m yom life always work out •tbe way 
tl1ey'r.e s upposed to? Let's t-alk about ·it. 

Is Bible Prophecy Being Fulfilled 
In Israel Today? 

Dr. David H. Reagan 

My response to rthis question L<; to ask another question: "How 
else would you explain wba+t is happening in Israel rtoday?" 

Is ilie regathering of over three ml1lion people from llhc four 
comers of the clll'th just a "coincidence"? 

Was the re-establishment of Israel in 1948 just a remarkable 
"sb·oke of luck"? 

Has the winning of four straight wars against •the Arabs been 
simply a mattcl' of ''good fortune"? 

A PANORAMA OF PROPHECY 

My study of Bible prophecy has convinced me absolutely that the 
.cvents .jn modern Is11i\el. today are the fulfillment of ancient prop hecies. 
Even more significant, I am convinced •that th t:! fulfillment of t hese 
prophecies signal the imminent return of Jesus ·in glory. 

Let's take a panoramic view of ·~he prophecies that are being 
fulfilled in modern day Israel, and ilien let's focus briefly on each one. 
The prophecies being fulfilled arc as follows : 

1) 'Iihe Regath ering of the Children of Isrnel. 
2) The Re-Establishment of the Nation of Israel. 
3) The R eclamation of the Land of Palestine. 
4) The Revival of the H ebrew Language. 
5) The Resurgence of Israeli Military Sb·cngth. 
6) The Re-Occupa·tion of Jerusalem. 
7) 'J1ho He-Focusing of World Politics on .tho Nation of Israel. 
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1) TilE REGATIIERING 
At the turn of the Century there were only about 40,000 Jews 

in all of Palestine. The area had been under foreign domination for 
over 1800 years-by the Romans, the Byzantines, the Arabs, the Cru
saders, and the Turks. All had been hostile to the Jews. All had 
refused to allow Jews to immigrate. 

As this Century began, Palestine was under the control of the 
Turks. The Turks were ruthless rulers who l1ad raped tho land and 
exploited the people. There seemed to be no hope that Palestine 
would ever again become a homeland for the world's Jews. 

But God had a purpose in mind for Palestine which He had de
clared through His prophets many centuries ago. And God was 
determined to carry out His declared purpose. 

THE PROPHETS SPEAK 
Through the prophet Isaiah, God had declared His determination 

to regather the Jews to Palestine: 
"In that day the Lord will extend his hand a second time to 
recover the remnant which is left of his people ... He will raise 
an ensign for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts of Israel 
and ~ather ·the dispersed of Judah from the four comers of the 
earth.' (Isaiah 11:10-12) 
This purpose of God was reaffirmed over and over again by the 

Hebrew prop bets. J crcmiah said that .the worldwide regathering of 
the Jews would be considered a greater miracle ·than the delivery of 
the Jews from Eg)'ptian bondage! (Jer. 16:14 & 15 and Jer. 23: 7 & 8) 
Ezekial said that God would gather the Jews "from among the nations 
and "from aH the countries" and bring 'them back to ·~their own land" 
in a condition of unbelief. ( Ezck 36:22-24) Daniel foresaw a time 
of unprecendcnted trouble which would come upon the J<--ws after 
their return ,to the land (Dan. 12:1 and Dan. 11:36-45). Hosea spoke 
of a .gt:eat restoration which would take place after Israel had dwelt 
many days "without king or prince." (Hosoo 3:4) 

WORLD WAR I 
God began the implementation of His end time strategy when He 

allowed the sin of Man to culminate in the First World War. God 
used that shaking of the nations to deliver Palestine from a yeople who 
hated the Jews to a people who were sympathetic to the jews. 

During World War I the Turks sided with the GClmans. This 
J>rompted the Western Allies to launch an offensive against the Tur}<:s 
that was led h)' a British gener·al named Allcnby. General Allcnby 
marched norbh from Egyrt, liberated Jemsnlcm without firing 'a shot, 
and then proceeded north to :the Valley of Armageddon wl1ere he 
defeated tlic Turkish forces. 

The end of World War I thus found Palestine t.,ansferred to the 
hands of the British. The British immediately issued a foreign policy 
{lOSition paper called the Balfour Declaration ( 1917) in wliicli they 
acclared their intention to allow the land of Palestine to become a 
homeland for rthe Jews. This declaration was God's first trumpet call 
for the Jews to come home to Palestine. 
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THE INTER-WAR IPERIOD 
The Balfour Declaration was endoursed by the League of Nations 

in 1922, and the League assigned Palestine to the British as a Mandate. 
This monnt that the British were responsible for shepherding the area 
to a position of independent, self-rule. 

That proved to be a difficult assignment. As Jewish immi~ants 
began ·to arrive, the Arabs be~n to resist. The British were caught in 
the middle, being shot at by both sides. As the violence increased, 
the British resolve wavered, and the British began to pass laws that 
put severe limits on Jewish immigrattion. 

WORLD WAR II 
The First World War had provided the homeland for the Jews. 

But the Jews had not gone home in any massive numbers. World 
War II was to provide the motivation for the Jew to return to Palestine. 

The key factor was the Nazi Holocaust. That incredible incinera
tion of six million Jews provided an overwhelming motivation .among 
the world's Jewish popUlation to return to Palestine and carve out a 
refuge for d1e world's surviving Jews. The dream of a nation of their 
own became a burning desire in the hearts of t1he Jews all over the 
world, and the result was an avalanche of Jewish immigration to Pales
tine. 

As wave after wave of Jewish immigrants arrived, the Ambs be
came more hostile and violent, and the British became more deter
mined .to wash their hands of the whole messy situation. The British 
appealed to the United Nations for a partition of dte land between the 
Arabs and the Jews. Such a partition was approved by the UN in 
November 1947. 

The UN partition plan pleased no one. It divided the land into 
six sectors-three for the Arabs and three for the Jews. Jerusalem was 
accorded international status. Despite the obvious drawbacks to this 
~artition plan, the Jews reluctantly accepted it. But the Arabs con
aemned it and began preparing for war. The British decided to get 
out. 

2) THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT 
On May 14, 1948, the British High Commission for Palestine de

pallted. On that same day, n ~up of Jewish Zioni!lts met in Tel Aviv, 
signed a declaration of independence, and proclaimed to the world the 
birth of the nation of Israel. 

To say the leas·t, the announcement was ludicrous. There were 
only 500,000 Jews in all of Palestine, and most of them were concen
trated in one city-Tel Aviv. The Jews had no functioning govern
ment ·and no organized army. They were surrounded on tfircc sides 
by hostile nations representing 100 million Arabs. 

THE WAR OF LIBERATION 
Israel's birth announcement was met with cries of scorn, ridicule 

and contempt from much of the international community. Even 
s~pathctic nations, like the United States, felt there was little hope 
of survival for the new state of Israel. 
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The neX't morning .after the independence declara-tion six Arab 
nations (Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, .and Saudi Ar~bia) sent 
troops to annihilate the one day-old nation. David Ben Gurion was 
appointed commander-in-chief of the Israeli forces, and the world 
smiled, for Ben Gurian's only previous military experience had been 
his service as a private in the British army! 

But as the Arabs moved in for what appeared to be a quick kill, 
one of those "God-incidences" occured whiCii inevitably determine the 
outcome of events. Harry Truman rushed to a microphone and recog
nized tthe elcistence of the state of Israel. This, too, was a ludicrous 
event, for Israel 'had no fully functioning government, no organized 
army, and no recognizable borders. If Tmman had been asked, 
"Where is Israel?" all he could have answered was "Somewhere in the 
Middle East." 

Why did Truman aot so quickly to recognize a one-day-old nation 
that had no prospect of continued existencer The answer had to do 
with Presidential politics. Truman had decided to run for re-election, 
and all the polls showed he would be overwhelmingly defeated. 
Truman knew there were more Jews in New York City than there were 
in the whole land of Palestine. So, he acted quickly to reco~ize Israel 
in order to consolidate the Jewish vote behind his upcommg nm for 
re-ek•otion. His nction/rompted recognition of Israel by the allies of 
the U.S., and money an arms began to flow to the Jews in Tel Aviv. 

NATIONHOOD IN PROPHECY 
But -t·he Jews had something fm· more important going for them 

than U. S. recognition of their statehood. They had the Lord of Hosts 
fighting on their side. 

The reason I know this is because ·the Old Testament is filled with 
prophecies which point to the rc-~i.ablishment of the nation of Israel 
in the end times. The return of the Lord is always pictured as 
occurring at a moment when Israel is about to fall to the Anti-Christ 
and his armies. Consider, for example, Zechariah 14:1-9. Such 
passages necessitate the re-establishment of Israel before they can be 
fulfilled. 

The most intriguing of all the re-establishment prophecies is found 
in Ismah 66:7 & 8. Read it carefully and meditate upon it, ,and you 
will be astounded at how literally Lt was fulfilled in 1948: 

Before she was in labor 
she gave birth; 

before ner pain came upon her 
she was delivered of a son. 

Who has heard such a thing? 
Who has seen such things? 

Shall a land be born in one day? 
Shall a ntttion be brought forth in one moment? 

(Isaiah 66:7 & 8) 
The answer to the prophet's q_uestion is an emphatic .. Yes!" 

Modern Israel was "born in one day.· Israel was "brought forth in 
one moment." And the birth of Israel occurred before the labor 
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pains began. Those pains staTted the next day wirt:h the invasion of 
Israel by six Arab nations. Those pains 11ave conbinued to 'this day 
through four major wars: the 1948 War of Liberation, <the 1956 Suez 
War, the 1967 SLx Day War, -and rt:he 1973 Yom KippUJ' War. 

CONCLUSION 
The Jews have won all these wars because the Lord of Hosts is 

their commander-in-chief. Cod has a clear cut, declared punpose for 
regathering •the Jews and re-establishing the nation of Isr,·wl, .and no 
one is ·going to frustrate the purpose of God-not 100 million Arabs nor 
the Soviet U nion. • 

That's why 500 thousand Jews were able to defeat 100 million 
Arabs in tJ1o War of Liberation rin 1948 in only seven month's 'time. 
That's why the Jews won 23 per cent more .land in that w.ur dum had 
been apportioned to them by the United Nations. 

The "times of the Gml'tiles" (Luke 21 :24) are drawing to a close. 
Cod is once again working tlu·ough the Jews to fuiSll His purpose in 
his~ory. Next month, the Lord willing, we will consider other Bible 
prophecies that are currently being fui.SIIed in modem day Israel . 

. . . the Lord of hosts will come down 
to fight upon Mount Zion and upon Jtl's·h:ill. 

Like birds hovering, so the Lord of hosts 
will protect Jerusalem; 

he will protect .and deliver it, 
he will spare and rescue it. 
(L~aiah 31:4b-5) 

Lamb & Lion Ministries, P. 0. Box 527, l'lano, Te.'\as 75074. 

Antoine Valdctero is lvlinister of the Ave. E. Church of Christ, Crowley, LA. 

11For Such A Time As This • • • 
Antoine Valdetero 

II 

While in an accotmtant's office recently, I saw a sign that said: 
"When I do right no one remembers; when I do wrong, no one forgets.'' 
'Dhat Hottle s ign may say more about human ua1ure than many of us 
want to admit. The good that people do is quickly set aside, but one 
mistake in life follows a person to l1is grave. Our Lord JesUSI "knew 
what was in man" and told us that tricrc was one thing above all 
other things t hat H e had done that lie wanted remembered: His death. 
Jesus did not ask us to remember His miracles, His teachings, His 
travels, but on the night of His betrayal, He broke the bread, gave 
thanks and said "this do in remembrance of me." 
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The Lord's Supper is the one act in our worship each Lord's Dar 
that calls us back to Calvary. A preacher may preach on a variety of 
good and needed subjects where the death of Christ may not be men
tioned often, but the bread and the fruit of .the vine on the table calls 
us to remember Calvary. The Lord's Supper is an act of importance 
because it was instituted by Jesus Himsell on "the night he was be
trayed." The sinless body of our Lord and the blood that He shed 
come to our minds every time our lips touch the emblems. Its im
portance was accepted by the early church for we find the Lord's 
Supper listed in Acts 2:42 along wi~h the apostles' teaching, fellowship, 
ana prayer. 

It S'hould be noted that the Lord's Supper is an act of obedience. 
"This do" shows that it is not a time honored custom, but a command 
to be obeyed. It is done "in remembrance of me." That part of the 
service should have songs, prayers, and comments that call our minds 
back to Calvary. It is strange indeed, that in many places of assembly, 
the preaching and the collection are never neglected, but the Lord's 
Supper it taken more out of convenience than conviction. The argu
ment that "if taken .too often will make it common" is never used in 
regard to the collection pJ.ate. Strange, indeed, ihow our sense of values 
can change. 

In I Cor. 10:16 Paul tells us that the Lord's Supper is an act of 
communion. We join with the heavenly hosts to gloiify the name of 
Jesus. It is a joint participation in the bodx and blood of Christ. As 
we partake ana examine ourselves~ we should be made to realize that 
the same blood that cleansed us at baptism is still at work cleansing us 
"as we walk in the light." 

Every Sunday \Vhen the Lord's Supper is spread, we bear an act 
of testimony to the world: "Ye show forth the Lord's death." The 
spread table is telling a dying world that "M)' 'ltope is built on nothing 
less than Jesus' blood and his righteousness.' Visitors among us need 
to know where our hope lies; young children coming up need to be 
taught where our hope lies! 

The Lord's Supper is an act of expectancy. "Ye show forth the 
Lord's death till He come." As we brcal< bread and sip the fruit of the 
vine we look back to Calvary and realize anew the horrible price that 
was paid for my sin. Likewise, behind the shel·ter of His blood we 
look forward with anticipation to His soon return. Being faithful at 
the Lord's Table will enable us to be ready when He comes again. 
How sad it would be for a child of God to be absent from .the. com
munion service and Jesus come at the very houri 

Paul speaks about the Lord's Supper being .taken in a "worthy 
manner." Some speak of that phrase as though we must pump our
selves up into a state of goodness so we can be worthy. I do not 
believe anything could be further from what Paul is referring too. 
These Corinthians had turned this sacred occasion into a time of food 
grabbing. This he rebuked. Your conduct, your mental attitude, 
your thoughts should all he of such a nature that they will be worthy 
of the holy moment when the ·bread and juice are on our lips. I.t 
should not be a time of whispering, note passing, and any other type 
of distracting conduct. Our mina should he on Him, not •the world 
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or things. We should discern His body by prayerful preparation. 
Failure nere can lead to judgment. I Corinthians 11:29-30. 

The Lord's Supper should be observed "every first day of the 
week." See Acts 20:7. The first day of the week means every week 
just as "remember the Sabbath" meant every Sabbath. What a bless
ing is missed by ·those who partake evory three months or once a ye~r. 
There should be no holier moment in .the life of the church, than 
having been strengthened by participation in d10 Lord's Supper and 
tho preaching of the Word, to go out ·tlw church door into the world 
to be the church! 

People soon forget the things they were taught if they arc not 
reminded of them or if they f-ail to meditate on them. Dear brother 
who stands in rt:hc pulpit: When did you last speak on this important 
and needed subject? When did you last plan a service '>VIherc every
thing done (·the songs, the readings) all centered around the Lord's 
Supper. Perhaps in om zeal rf:o get "p eople down the aisle a·t e very 
servlce," we starve God's people by neglecting emphasis on doing the 
one thing Jesus asked us rto do: Remember His death until He comes 
again. 

May the Lord use these few words as a means of encomagomcnt 
and reminder of our responsibility in this area. 

Larry Miles, a member of the Portland Avenue congregation, is working in 
Cincinnati and has taken classes at Cincinnati Bible Seminarv. 

GLEANINGS 
Compiled by Larry Miles 

OUR RE'l'URNING LORD (Rev. 22:12) 

Wo arc waiting For the coming of our Saviour forHis own, 
For His Bride elect .and chosen, who shall share His joy, His throne; 
Sin and sorrow all around us, nay within our very heart, 
Make us long for the glnd ·summons which shall bid us i1euce dcpmt. 
We nrc w.nit!ing fer His coming, longiJtg l:or the joyful day, 
Yet not idly dreaming, looking, f rittering our time away; 
There is much perhaps, of servJce which rcma~ns for us to do, 
Ere we gain His commendation, "\Veil clone servant good and rtruc." 

Tis not death for which we're sighing, but the coming of the Lord; 
Death means pain and separation, but His coming means reward; 
Rapture, resurrection, blessings, bright reunions, perfect bliss, 
When we'll bear His glo1ious image-obi should not we long for this? 
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Rouse, ye saints, the morn is nearing; soon will Christ be on His way. 
See the signs of His appearing, heralds of .the coming day; 
Now is your salvation nearer .than when first you did believe. 
Be of those, who when He cometh, shall a full reward receive. 

-Alan E. Redpath 

THE TWO NATURES 
It is clear from these scriptures that the Christian has two natures 

-'llhe old fleShly nature and •the new Christ nature, the old man and 
the new man. l·t is evident, also, that •in proportion as he follows the 
former his walk will be carnal and sinful; and as he follows .the latter, 
his life and walk will be Christlike. That needs no argument. And to 
fo])ow the one means death, the other, life. The Christian who walks 
after the flesh is stilling and Jci])ing the new man in him; but he who 
walks by the Spirit is putting to death his members which are upon 
the earth. "For if ye live after the flesh, ye must die; but if by the 
Spillit yo put to death .the deeds of the body, ye shall live." (Rom. 8:13) 

-R. H. Boll in Words In Season, 1954 

BLESSING AND HONOR AND GLORY 
Blessing and honor and glory and power, 
Wisdom and riches and strength eve1morc 
Give ye to Him who our battle hath won, 
Whose .are .the kingdom, the crown and the throne. 
Soundeth the !heaven of heav'ns with His name; 
lUngcth the om1th wi~h His glory and fame; 
Ocean and mountain, stream, fOrest, and flower 
Echo His praises and tell of His power. 
Give we the glory and praise to the Lord; 
Take we the robe and tbe harp and the ralm; 
Sing we tl1e song of the Lamb that was slain, 
Dying in weakness, raising •to reign. 

-Horatius Bonar 

THE VACANT PULPIT 
There is no pulpit so vacant as the one without the message of 

the blood of Christ. "Does Brother So <m So still preach in your 
pulpit?" asked a salesman of a member of a certain church. "No," 
answered the member. "Is that so? When did he leave? I had 
never !heard of his lcaV'ing." "Oh," said the member, "He is still iherc 
and he 5till walks up to the pulpit, but he has long 'Since quit 
preaching." His pulpit was vaoantl 

-Selected 

WE PART TO MEET AGAIN 
\Ve part-to meet again, 
But how or where or when: 
Will it be here or there 
On earth, or "in the air"? 

Who knows? 
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Yet yonder at the throne, 
Still caring for His own, 
Stands One who is our Friend 
Lo, always to the end: 

He knows! 
"Our times are in His hands"; 
Those golden, silkin bands 
Of perfect power and love 
That binds us from above-

He holds. 
The sparraw doth not fall 
Except the Lord of All 
Agree. And shall not He 
Until Eternity, 

Keep you! 
-E. L. Jorgenson 

Parents and the Commitment 
of Convenience 

by Don W. Hillis 

If you are a Christian parent who has celebrated your fiftieth 
birthday, you have probably made a sizeable contribu•tion to one of 
the greatest tragedies of the twentieth century. 

I'm talking about a "lost generation" of college sttudcnts. I'm not 
thinking of the thousands on our university campuses whose chief 
goal in life is self-attainment. I'm not talking about the hippies or 
the juvenile delinquents. I'm thinking of something more tragic than 
the teenage gang wars, stabbings, and car thefts. 

The most tragic picture on the American scene today is uncom
mitted Christian young people. The blame lies in the shadows of 
your living t·oom. You have taught your sons and daughters that com
mitment to Jesus Christ is something less than unconditional. It is 
a commitment of convenience. 

Your private prayer time nnd your family altar have ·been con
trolled by .the lever of convenience. It has become growingly incon
venient for you to attend Sunday school. You no longer allow the 
Sunday evening service to interfere with the comfort of t'Fte overstuffed 
chair in your living room. 
Secular Emphasis 

You have given to the work of •the Lord only when it hasn't inter
ferred with pa)'l!lents on the installment plan. At the end of the year 
Y:OU have found it pnrticularlr opportune to give a little extra to 
the church. You have agrcec to midweek appointments that you 
knew would interfere with the church prayer meeting. You have 
accepted the privilege of being a trustee or member of the board of 
deacons, ·but on more than one occasion you have allowed ·busi-
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ness or ·howling to keep you from fulfilling responsibilities. And 
as for witnessing, it has become increasingly inconvenient to do any 
of it-that is, apart from occasionally leaving a tract for the waitress 
to pick up witn her tip. 

Your teenager has not been blind to aU of ·this. Even though he 
has one eye on the world, he has been watching you with the other. 
Your life has convinced him that a qualified commitment is the re
spectable thing. Anything more than that is not expected. 

He can't quite understand why you have insisted that he atrend 
all the church services while you have often found it convenient to stay 
at home. Nevertheless, he assures himself he \viii some day be able to 
properly relate this commitment of convenience \vith the claims of 
Christ. After all, you have been able to rationalize your way into 
your present situation. 

But your contribution to your teenager"s halfhearted commitment 
has been something more than negative. You have positively influ
enced him to believe that security is more significant than service. 
You have repeatedly allowed business to interfere with service for and 
worship of the Lord. Never once has he seen your relationship to God 
stand in the way of business gain. 

His Basic Impression 
Your teenager knows there are certain "worldly things" you refuse 

to enter into, but he has not been left with the impression that your 
citizenship is in heaven. Your earthly foundations are so dcop and 
strong that it appears to him you expect to live here forever. 

This accusation would he sad if it affected only you, but it doesn't; 
for no man lives unto himself. Your behavior is affecting your chil
dren unto the third and fourth generations. They are walKing in your 
footsteps, and it is not leading them into an unqualified commit
ment to Ghrist, who said, "He tnat taketh not his cross, and followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me" (Matt. 10:28). 

You are contributing to the most tragic form of delinquency that 
has ever struck a Christian nation because you are producing after 
your klncl. 

But there is an answer. Tite aU-sufficient answer is an uncondi
tional commitment of Christian parents to Him, who came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister. Your unqualified surrender to 
Christ will be contagious. Your teenager will follow in your footsteps 
when you begin demonstrating that you are living and laboring for an 
unseen city. -from Message of the Cross 

FAMILY DEVOTIONS: 
GOOD RIDDANCE or GOOD TIME? 

by Letha Scanzoni 

Tite only thing I can remember about family devotions," said a 
young husband recently, " was tho day my dad gave them up-and how 
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glad and relieved we kids felt!" 
A ministers wife remarked, "No, we don't have family altar. 

That's a/ractice that has gone the way of the horse and buggy, and I 
say goo riddance." 

Similar sentiments seem to be voiced increasingly these da}'s, and 
various books and articles have added fuel to the arguments of those 
who contend that family worship is passe, impractical in today's busy 
world, an outworn tradition that is bOund to die out. 

This doesn't necessarily mean that all who hold such views are dis
interested in God or unconcerned for the spiritual welfare of family 
members. In some cases, alternate methods in which one or both 
parents meet \vith children individually have replaced the custom of 
gathering together as a family group for Bible study and prayer. In 
other homes, family devotions have been given up entirely-but only 
after fruitless struggles to create and maintain interest. Among still 
other Ohristian families, such a set-aside time for learning about God 
·together has never even been attempted-usually because parents feel 
they just don't know how, when or where to begin. 

Perhaps why begin is the most important question. What is the 
point of family devotions? A feeling of closeness and togetherness? 
An exercise in spiritual discipline? Worship? A compulsory religious 
duty? A testimony proving that "God means somethin~f to this 
particular family? A sign ofspirituality?. A sure guarantee of family 
solidarity ("the family that prays together stays together")? 

Perhaps all of tlicse arc true to a cm,tnin degree, hut it may be 
that the most salient reason for family devotions is one that is often 
overlooked. It is simply this: God has commanded us to teach His 
Word diligently to our children. Passages such as Deuteronomy 6 
and Psalm 78 remind us that it is parents-not Sunday schools or other 
agencies-to whom God has primarily assigned the task of training 
cfiildren in His way. 

Although I commend the honesty of those who have chosen to 
bmy a dead ritual rather than piously going through meaningless 
motions, I feel it's regrettable that the tremendous potential of family 
devotions as a vehicle for Christian education so often goes unrecog
nized. Of course, spontaneous prayer and talking about God in a 
natural manner throughout the day, as numerous famil}' situations 
arise, is good-and scriptural. But an additional set-aside, regular, 
structured time of learning God's Word together as a family i'i of 
incalculable value-if the possibilities of such a time are explored to 
the full. 

What S'hould be kc:pt in mind in making an effort to obtain max
imum ·benefit from famliy devotions? Here arc some principles and 
practices that have developed in our family as my husband and I have 
sought to answer that question. 

1. Begin early Many families wait until children are school-age 
before attempting family Bible study and prayer together, but such 
efforts arc often unsuccessful because habits have already been formed 
and there is reluctance to change routines or postpone o~l1er activities. 
It seems ·best to start as early as possible-when a toddler first begins 
to talk is an excellent time. Such a regular happy and cozy time with 
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Mommy and Daddy can mean much to Baby and convey positive 
thoughts of Jesus and His love even at so young an age. Our boys 
began sharing in family devotions at about 18 months of age and now 
view this regular time as much a part of daily life as eating, brushing 
teeth or going to school. 

2. Let devotions grow with the child. If family worship time is to 
be a learning experience for childrcn,it must be geared to their level. 
A common practice in many Christian homes is the reading aloud of an 
adult devotional guide, a lengthy reading of a passage from the King 
James Version of the Bible and a long, involved 'erayer by one of the 
parents-throughout which small children wriggle and squirm and 
early form the idea that family devotions are boring. How much 
better to let the age of tlze children determine the approach and content 
of family worship. 

For example, by using imagination and some magazine pictures, a 
simple picture book may be made for two-year-olds showing things 
God made. Parents and child can talk about this together, sing an 
easy song about God's creation (even if you a1ave to make up your 
own chant) and pray briefly in temlS the child can understand ("Dear 
God, Thank you for the wonderful world you made. Thank you for 
loving us. In Jesus' Name, Amen"). 

Other conccJ>ts the child can grasp quite early arc God's care, 
Jesus' love for children, God's gift of a Boolc that tells about Him, the 
im~rtance of pleasing Jesus, obeying parents, being kind to others, 
thankfulness, helping at ihome and so on. Many of these themes can 
·be introduced through homemade scrapbooks filled with eye-catching 
pictures to hold the child's interest. Sunday school leaflets may like
wise be stapled together to make attractive ''books" for use at family 
devotions. 

As the child grows older, devotions should "grow" with him. The 
subjects discussed, the points stressed and the Bible stories read should 
always be on a level that will interest and challenge him according to 
his age. Browsing in a Christian bookstore will acquaint parents with 
myriads of children's material now available which are suitable for 
family devotions. 

3. Encourage child-participation. Children shouldn't be quiet, 
passive spectators during family worship. They'll learn most if they 
are actively involved. Children able to read should participate in the 
Scripture reading-whether by reading single verses in tum, respon
sively in chorus with one main reader or hy having each person read a 
separate paragraph. If an easy, modern version (like Good News for 
~odem Man) is used, even first-graders can enter into the thrill of 
reading the Bible for themselves. 

Conversational prayer may ·be introduced as soon as a small child 
can speak in simple sentences. Early, children may learn how to 
pray concisely and to the point, concentrating on the topic just dis
cussed. Additional matters for prayer may be divided up among 
family members, with each one mentioning one or more of these spe
cific requests. EvenJone should ·be encouraged to talk to God-to 
speak to Him naturally and simply as to a Friend who is right there 
\vith the family (Matt. 18:20). 
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Discussion is essential in making devotions a genuine learning 
experience. Ask questions that get to the heart of the main point, 
rather than mere questions of fact. Ask the children, "What do you 
think is the main point of the story we just heard (or the Bible verse 
or passage we just read)? How do you think it <Upplies to your lifer' 
He1p youngsters to sec how a particular scriptural truth has application 
in their everyday lives. Guide them in seeing relationships between 
various Bible lessons in both Old and New Testaments. Encourage 
them to tell ways they think the lesson point can be illustrated or 
amplified by something they have read, learned nt school or seen on 
TV. And stimulate them to ask questions and bring up matters that 
puzzle them. Exod. 13:14-16 and Dcut. 6:20-25 snow us that God 
expects us to set the stage so 'that our children will be prompted to 
ask questions on spiritual matters. 

This family hour is an excellent time for children to air out diffi
culties in the 1heologicnl area of apologetics (matter pertaining to 
seeming Bible diffictiltics and the trustworthiness of the Christian 
faith). Our older son Steve (a sixth-grader) recently brought up at 
family devotions some new questions he had with regard to science and 
Scripture, especially the matter of evolution which he was studying at 
school. 

But it is our eight-year-old who never fails to amaze us with his 
thought-provoking queries. When 1he was four, he stal'tled us by 
asking, "If God says we should love our enemies, then why doesn't He 
love and forgive the devil?" At about the same age, he challenged the 
statement in Rom. 4:20-21 which speaks of Abraham's unwavcrin~ 
faith in God's promise of a son. "But he didn't keep trusting God, 
protested David, "or else he wouldn't have married that other woman 
(Hagar) so he could get a baby." · 

Some of Dave's more recent questions have dealt with such mat
ters as the truthfulness of the Bible nod the problem of ~uin. "If 
God has power to help those poor people, then why doesn t He? I 
suppose you'll say He s testing them, but it seems that some people 
have tests that never end!" Because of such discussions, we've found 
it imperative 1o plan on no less than a half-hour daily for family de
votions. 

In addition to child-participation in Bible reading, prayer and 
discussion, it's a good idea to pfan related handwork where possible. 
After a lesson on •thankfulness, lor example, the children could make a 
scrapbook of things to be thankful for, \vith "0 Give Thanks unto the 
Lord" printed on the cover. Or they could draw fictures to illustrate 
:such hymns as "For the Bcnucy of the Earrh," "AI Things Bright and 
Beautiful" or "Can a Little Child Like Me." 

Children enjoy such projects as illustrating the Ten Command
ments, depicting a Bible story in comic-strip style, molding clay to 
form pitchers •to illustrate the story of Gideon or the lesson of the potter 
in J cremiah 18 or helping Mother bake small rolls or biscuits to be 
served with fish before or after a devotion on the feeding of the 5000. 

4. Let the children lead devotions occasionally. Suggest •that any 
time any family member has something to share at family devotions, he 
or she is free to lead. 
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"Steve and ~ad wor.ke~ for several days last year to bring a series 
on What the B1ble Is Like (a hammer, sword, flre, milk, meat, honey, 
etc.). They spent hours clipping ~ictures from catalougues and maga
zines, writing out questions to ask and choosing relwted songs and 
Scripture. On another occasion, they made up an original drama on 
the subject of lying and acted it out on the tape recorder for family 
Bible study time. 

The freedom to use imagination in sharing spiritual truth seems 
~o call forth creative response in youngsters. At age six or seven, Dav
td led our devotions with some flashcard lessons he had made up and il
lustrated with felt-tip-marker drawings on cardboard. One was called, 
"On Doin~ What You Should't Do" and told of a horse who disobeyed 
his masters command 'tO stay in the corral. After breakin~ free, the 
horse was killed on a railroad track. David's point was "Obey your 
parents." 

Another of his stories showed a covered wagon left alone whHe its 
driver scouted out the land ahead. Thinking it was abandoned, the 
wagon cried so much it nearly drowned in a puddle of tears by the 
Hmc the driver returned! This was to remind us we shouldn't be sad 
or lonely, for Jesus promised never to leave or forsake us and someday 
He will return to take us with Him to Heaven. 

5. Relate devotions to life. Children need to learn early that 
God's Word speaks to today. Concordia is one publishing firm to he 
commended for its excellent materials relating the Bible to everyday 
Ue. The Little Visits witlz Gocl books and My Devotiom magazine 
skillfully usc modern-day, child-centered stories to drive home spiritual 
truth. Children will not be ~bored with materials that are up-to-date 
and which zero in on matters of interest and concern to them on their 
own age level. 

Singing songs related to the main point of devotions can heir 
seal its emphasis in minds and hcarto;. Again, hymns, choruses and 
gospel songs should be chosen according to the age level of the chil
dren. 

6. Emphasis, missions in family devotions. We've found that 
daily prayer for missionaries (a different one each day) is more mean
ingful to the children if they can see a picture of that person. A 
rotating file of prayer cards in a three-by-five box works we11 for us. 

Wbcn Steve was two and we wanted to introduce a missionary 
emphasis as a regular part of family devotions, we found it hard to 
find suitable materials to ex-plain missions. The problem was solved 
by making a book from pictures taken from National Geographic, 
travel magazines and the like. Later, of course, he would learn that 
missions begin right where we arc. Older children enjoy missionary 
prayer letters and true stories of missionaries told in bool<s and maga
zines. 

7. Be flexible in time and place. Who says' family devotions must 
take place around the dinner table right after the evening meal? Why 
not in the living room or family room on comfortable Chairs-or in a 
child's bedroom? And the time may vary from night to night to 
allow for changes in schedule that are bound to occur-meetings to 
attend, homework, a special television progmm and so on. There 
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may even be unavoidable times when one parent or a child is unable 
to ·be present, or when the famil)' arrives home so late there is only 
time fOr prayer together. This should not be looked on as failure. 

These seven ideas arc offered onl)' as suggestions. What has 
worked for our family may not be suitable for others. Families are 
different, and the form family devotions •take in various families may 
be e~ected to differ also. The important thing is to give this practice 
a try, because family devotions do have a point-the training of chil
dren in the way of the Lord. -from ETERNITY 

ROMANS: 
Edited by Dr. Horace E. Wood 

The Parable of the Olive Tree 
S. Lewis Johnson, Jr. 

In the section of Romans to which we have come there is an 
interlude in the argument devoted to the question of the purpose of 
Israel's rejection (cf. vv. 11-15) and a warning addressed to the fav
ored Gentiles ( cf. vv. 16-24). The first of the sections has ·been 
neglected by expositors of the book, and the second has not always 
been understood especially by some of the dispensationalists, who 
wish to prolong the distinction between Israel and the church very 
rigidly into the future, or who have not given due consideration to 
the fact that Gentiles have come to share in the Abrahamic promises. 

It is important to bear in mind at this point the debate over the 
ethnic future of Israel. Having it in mind will enable us to examine 
the claims for it in the light of tho text. Generally speaking, amil
lcnnialists oppose the doctrine of an ethnic future for Israel~ while 
premillennialiSts almost universally affirm it. But we are only speak
ing generally, as our studies will show, so it will be better to be specific 
in our 'treatment of the views of both amillennialist and postmillen
nialist, for they differ among themselves over the question. A random 
sampling of views might be helpful ·here: 

( 1) First, John Calvin, who has often been claimed by tihe amil
lennialists (he certainly was not a prcmillennialist), affirmed that 
there was to be a restoration of the Jews ( cf. v. 11). He did, however, 
interpret the term "Israel" in verse twenty-sbc: as inclusive of both 
Jews and Gentiles (cf. Gal. 6:16), although the Jews, as God's first 
born family, shall "obtain first place." 

(2) Second, John Murray, the premier Calvinist exegetical theo
logian of the last several decades and a postmillennialist, affirmed, 
"Hence nothing less than a restoration of Israel as a people to faith, 
priviliege, andl>lessing can satisfy the terms of this passage " (he is 
commenting on v. 12). Since the stumbling is theirs, so is the fulness, 
according to Murray. Pointing to the context of the term Israel in 
both the proximate and less proximate parts to the letter, Mu~ay 
writes, "']here is the sustained contrast between Israel and the Gentiles, 
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as has 'been demonstrated in tho exposition preceding. What other 
denotation could be given to Israel in the preceding verse? It is of 
ethni? Israel Paul is speaking and I~rael could not/ossibly include 
Gentiles. In that event the preceding verse woul be reduced to 
absurdity and since verse 26 is a parallel or correlative statement the 
denotation of 'Israel' must be the same as in verse 25." 

( 3) Third, G. C. Berkouwer, in the eyes of some the leading 
Reformed theologian in the middle quarters of the 20th century, 
together with William Hendriksen, has taught that the term .. all 
Israel'' refers, not to a future restoration of ethnic Israel, ·but to the 
total number of elect Jews throughout the present age. Thus, there 
is no vast future for ethnic Israel (cf. v. 31, nun). "All Israel" is the 
body of Israelites saved during d1e present age, from Paul's day to the 
advent. 

We shall turn now to the text, keeping these views in mind as we 
continue our study of the chapter. 

THE QUESTION 
The apostle has now shown that Israel's rejection is not complete; 

it is only partial. He will now show ·that it is not final; it is only 
temporary. The question of .the finality of their fall is a natuml one 
in the light of the redemptive history of the Scriptures, and Paul intro
duces the question of finality as an inference from the preceding 
discussion of the matter. He turns his attention to the majority who 
have stumbled, after handling the case of the minority who did not. 
He has modified the question of verse one; now he answers it. 

The section is in the form of a question ( v. 11), and an answer 
(vv. 12-15), and then an admonition (vv. 16-24). But before we 
consider the question, we must remind ourselves of several matters. 
The first is that the apostle in the section has in mind national purposes, 
not individual purposes primarily. In other words, he is dealing wibh 
Israel and the Gentiles, or Israel the nation and the nations first and 
foremost. We cannot deal with nations without considering the 
individual make-up of nations, of course, but the apostle has the 
national side of things primarily before his mind. 

And secondly, we must remember that God dealt with the human 
race through Israel before Christ, as our Lord's words to the Samaritan 
woman confirm (cf. John 4:22). "Salvation is of the Jews" is an 
important Old Covenant ·concept, and it is illustmted in the experi
ences of Ruth ( cf. Ruth 1:16), Naaman ( cf. 2 Kings 5:16-17), and 
Esther ( cf. 8:16-17). 

Let us now tum to the question and its answer, and first the 
question, which may ·he taken in two ways. The form, of course, 
expects the negative answer. 

( 1) First, since the word "fall" is in a Greek tense that refers 
to indefinite action, looked at as an event, we might take it to refer 
to an utter and permanent fall. Tlms, the question, whioh expects the 
negative answer, would 'be a denial of such a permanent fall. While 
this is the view of a number of commentators, Murray objects, saring 
that bhose who stumbled "did fall with ultimate consequences" ( c vv. 
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7, 22). The generation that rejected Christ did so fall, and the indi
viduals who refused His claims are lost forever, although they were 
of .A:braham's seed physically. 

( 2) Second, it may be, then, that Paul is refleoting on the "more 
ultimate and gracious ilesign of God in the stumbling and all of the 
mass of Israel in our Lord's and Paul's day. The stress of the qu~s
tion should be put on tthe purpose clause, that is, upon the "that they 
should fall." TI1eir stumbling and falling serves the purpose of Gen
tile salvation, and by that the provocation of Israel to jealousy ( cf. 
Deut. 32:21). The fall of Israel had as a designed result the salvation 
of the Gentiles, and that in turn was to lead to the return and restora
tion of Israel to divine favor. 

THE ANSWER 
The apostle's answer is again three-fold. First, such a thought 

as a final fall for God's people is unthinkable and blasphemous ( cf. 
3:1-8). How can God be unfaithful to His unconditional promises? 
If that were possible, how could believers today tmst His unconditional 
promises to us in the gospel of Jesus Ghrist. 

In .the second place, the false step of the Jews has led to Gentile 
salvation, which God has intended in His gracious purpose to provoke 
Israel to jealousy ( cf. vv. 11-12). "Their recovery and not their fall 
was His aim," Glilford points out. The apostle's text for this is 
Deuteronomy 32:21, a passage he has already referred to in chapter 
ten ( cf. v. 19), and in which I1c made the point that Ismcl should liave 
known from it that a time would come when Gentiles would experience 
God's salvation, while they were passed by because of their intran
sigence. 

In other words, one of the principal purroses of Gentile salvation 
in the present age is the provocation of the chosen people to jealousy 
that they, too, might return to the Lord God of their fathers. There 
is a damper on joy in the Father's house as long as the elder ·brother 
refuses to come in! 

Years ago William Temple, one of England's Archbishops of Can
terbury, commented on the fact that there was little reason for the 
Gentile world to want to crucify modem Christians, simfly ·because 
there was nothing offensive to the world in their manner o life. Sim
ilarly there is little to provoke the Jews to jealousy today. The church 
has gone back to the weak and beggarly elements of legalism, spending 
huge sums of money for sanctuaries, influence, and personal pleasure 
at the expense of the preaching of the Word of God. As Mr. Temple 
said, who would ·bother to crucify the Christ of liberal Protestantism 
today? He has become in their message a weak, sentimental, faceless, 
goody-goody, an "amiable carpenter," instead of the God-man, who has 
offered a penal, substitutionary sacrifice for wicked sinners, among 
whom arc all men. The necessity of divine redemption through a sac
rifice in blood is missing from the note of modern rreaching, and with 
it the gratitude and tlianksgiving of men for deliverance from the 
bondage of sin. Tlms, why should Israel be jealous of t!he church? 
But, if we return to the glorious gospel and to the thankful salvation 
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lllhat dt 1brings, we shall sec provocation rto jealousy and the salvation of 
Israel. 

Finall_x, the apostle ar~es from the logic of the situation that the 
blessings of the Gentiles tooay by Jewish stumbling in the past, in the 
light of their predicted recovery and restoration in the future, demands J 
tremendous world-blessing, something like life from the dead in the 
future for Gentiles as well ( cf. w. 13-15). It was the failure of the 
mission of the Jews that led to the mission to the Gentiles ( cf. Acts 
13:45-48; 18:6; 28:28; Deut. 32:21), and t:hc failure of the mission of 
the Gentiles shall issue in the future mission to Israel and then the 
salvation of the world ( cf. Acts 15:13-18). It will be seen, then, and 
this fact must he kept before us in the chnetcr that, "salvation of the 
Gentiles is subordinated to another design. ' 

The three-fold reference to the third person plural personal 
pronoun in verse twelve (A V, "them," "them," "their") emphasizes the 
fact that the apostle is looking at the nation as a whole. The genera
tion of Jesus and Paul could not be in view. The truth of Israel as the 
Lord's instrument for world blessing is certainly .taught here ( cf. Gen. 
9:24-27; Psa. 67:1-2). 

The word "some" in verse fourteen indicates that !'he apostle docs 
not expect that all of Israel shall be saved now. That wiJI come later 
(cf. w. 25-26). 

With the "for" of verse fifteen Paul introduces the conclusion 
from verses thirteen and fourteen, as he did in verse twelve from verse 
eleven. The argument is again a fortiori. The limited reconciliation 
followed Israel's rejection; world-wide reconciliation shall follow her 
receiving, it seems. He refers to "an unprecedented ~uickening for 
the world in the expansion and success of the gospel,' John Murray 
suggests. 

THE ADMONITION 
The declaration (Rom. 11:16). The Greek particle introducing 

verso sixteen is the word de, which is 'transitional here and means now. 
It brings the render the illustration of the Olive tree, which serves 
in Paul's argument as a warning to the Gentiles ( cf. vv. 20-21, 24). 
It also incluoes some strong reasons for expecting rthe "receiving" ( 14) 
of the Jews. 

The two figures of verse sixteen are similar, the first fruits and 
the root. What do they represent? It will help to begin with what 
we know. The fol10\ving context points to Israel the nation being the 
branches (cf. w. 17, 19, etc.). Thus, the lump also probably refers 
to the nation. The latter figt~rc is derived from Numbers 15:17-21, 
which the reader will do well to read himself at this point in the 
study. The Israelites were to offer to God a cake from the dough of 
the first-ground flour, as it came from the threshing floor. The pres
entation of the cake 11allowcd the whole baking ( cf. 1 Cor. 15:23; 
Lev. 23:10-11). The ·basic thought of both figures is that consecration 
of the first-fruits, or root, is communicated to tlie lump, or the branches. 

But, what are the first-fruits and the root? While some have 
attempted to refer them to Christ, and others to the remnant, it seems 
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best, all in all, to refer •them to Abraham and the Patriarchs ( cf. v. 28; 
9:5; Jer. 11:16; Hos. 14:6}. The point of the verse, then, is that the 
initial consecration to God of the Patriarchs by the choice of Abraham 
( cf. Dcut. 7 :8-9; Luke 1:55), making them natural branches, is the 
basis of his e~pectation of restoration. The Ahrahamic Covenant, 
lying in the background of the apostle's words and thoughts, being 
unconditional in nature (cf. Gen. 15:7-21), is the ground of the as
surance of Israel's fuhtre blessing. 

The illt~stration (Hom. 11: 17-24). After the declaration of verse 
sixteen the apostle expounds an illustration of the matter in verse 17-24. 
He uses the second of the figures from verse sixteen, "because it admits 
of a distinction between one branch and ano~her, and so can be ap
plied, collectively or individually, to believers and unbelievers." In 
the figure there is a warning for the Gentiles ( 17-22), and a fresh 
argument for Jewish restoration (23-24; cf. 11-15). 

The figure is a parable from h01'iieulture, but it is governed by 
grace, as Paul notes ( cf. v. 24). In nature itself it is the practice 
to graft a cultivated scion on to a wild stock. 

The warning to the Gentile ·believers ·begins in verse seventeen 
with "and" (Gr., de). The "some" may be compared with that which 
is taught in vv. 1-10. The process described is unnatural, and that is 
the point he wishes to stress. The phrase "among them" and '\vith 
them partakest" indicate quite plainly ·that the Gentile believers share 
with Israel the Abrahamic Covenant promises, although they remain 
Gentiles (cf. Gal. 3:16, 29; Hcb; 2:16}. They, too, arc heirs of the 
fat root of the olive tree. Thio; statement of the apostle argues quite 
strongly against too shatp a distinction between the blessings enjoyed 
by Israel and Gentile IJelievers in the church. Dr. Lmvis Sperry 
Chafer used to argue that Israel and •the church were two distinct 
peoples (·true), wit1h ·two distinct sets of ·blessings (false), and two 
Clistinct destinies (false). 

In the following verse Paul reminds the Gentiles that branches arc 
not self-sustaining. The text is a blow to anti-Semitism ( cf. 3:2). 

In a kind of diatribe-like reply the Gentile comes back with, 
"Branches were broken off that I (emphatic) might be grafted in." 
Paul's reply is that they stand by faith, and they nave no reason for 
self-glorying, for that is God's gift. Further, Israel failed because of 
unbelief, not ·because of inferiority, nor because He grew tired and 
peeved at them ( cf. Rom. 12:16}. 

Verse twenty-one gives the reason why they, the Gentiles, should 
not presume UJ)On their spiritual election. There is more likelihood of 
blessing for the original <:o~cnant people than toward the heathen 
Gentiles. Shedd comments, "Tite chlldren of God arc warned against 
apostasy, as one of the means of preventing apostasy. The holy and 
filial fear of falling is one of the means of not falling. He who has no 
such fear, because •he presumes UJlOn his election, will fall. Hence 
the promis~, 'I 'tvill put my fe~r in tlteir hea~s, in ord~r t~~t they may 
not aepart from me.,.~ Jer. xxxu. 40). Augustme cxplams: m order that 
they may persevere. 
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On .the conditional "if" of verse l:wenty-'two Mun'ay makes t'he 
point that there is "no security in the bond of the gospel apart from 
perseverance. There is no such thing as continuance in the favor of 
God in spite of apostasy; God's saving embrace and endurance arc 
correlative." 

The remaining verses, verses 23-24, constitute a massive argument 
for the restoration of national Israel. Their rejection is not final. The 
on I}' thing preventing their res toration is unbelief (on the human plane; 
on the divine plane it is His purpose in this age, of course) . Tho "for" 
of versu twenty-tlu ee in Lhc "for God is able to gmft them in again" 
introduces the reason He can do it. H e can not only restore Israel jf 
they believe, but H e can remove their unbelief itself. The "again" 
refers to the nationnl reintroduction to blessing (cf. Matt. 21:43; Acts 
3:19-21; 2 Cor. 3:16). 

Verse twenty-four continues tho reasoning, the "for" serving to 
introduce the grounds for national restoration. 1t is "an easier process" 
than the salvation of the Gentiles, and is a fortiori a more probable 
event. The last three words are emphatically climatic, recalling 3:1-2 
( cf. Matt. 24:30-31). As Murray says, "The patriarchal root is never 
uprooted to give place to ano~her planting." l t is their olive tree, and 
it is always theirs. TI1e Gentiles share in their covenantal blessing. 

Paul's words arc being vindicated today. There is no question 
but that Judaism is bankrupt. The divine grace h ns been abandoned 
for a this-worldly legalism. As one of l'ho rabbis said some yl'a rs ago, 
"Judaism is a this-worldly rather tl1an other-worldly religion; its basis 
is action rather ~han dogma. Obedience to the law is far more impor
tant than belief. For tbe law is truth set forth in terms of action." 

But logic, that of the biblical revelation, and now history suggest 
a restoration of Israel to tl1e /)]ace of divine blessing. And it will all 
come to pass by an intrusion rom the other world,-from divine effica
cious grace and the retum of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Ohrist ( cf. 
Zcch. 12:10) . May the Lord hasten the day! 

BRO. RICK MURPHY, assistant minis
ter at the Buechel Church of Christ in 
Loub·villo, Ky. will he the spcnkcr for 
our nl!:VJVAL MEETJNC al Lilly Dale 
July 19-26. Services will begin on Sun
day night at 7:30 and continue through 
Sunday night July 26. Homecoming 
and hnsket-dinner will be July 26. 
Wo invite nil our home folks, and 
former members who receive tl1is bulle
tin to make plans now to share wiU1 us 
in this time of revival. Above all, be 

fervent in prayer for this meeting that 
Cod wiU usc it to refresh llis people 
nnd to bring lost ~ouls to j esus Christ. 

-from The Lily Dale Informer 

BRO. STAN BROUSSARD will be 
holding a meeting witl1 saints at Fisher
ville, Ky. June 2l-26, 1981. Uro. j erry 
Snmplcs tells mo that the 1 imo will be 
7:30 each evening. 

-Larry Miles 
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THURSDAY 

Day Session 

9:00- 9:30 Prayer Time 
9:30- 10:30 Bible Exposition: Book of James 

10:30- 11 :00 Break 
11 :00- 11 :50 Divorce, Its Causes 
12:00 - 1:30 Lunch - Fellowship Time 

1:30- 2:10 The Inseparable Christ (Grades 7 -10) 
1:30 - 2:10 Single Parenting 
2:10 - 2:30 Break 

Christian Parenting 

Evening Session 

2:30- 3:10 

7:30- 8:00 Singing 
8:00- 9:00 Christ Meets Our Need Through The Indwelling 

of The Holy Spirit 

FRIDAY 

Day Session 

9:00 - 9:30 Prayer Time 
9:30- 10:30 Bible Exposition: Book of Jamns 

10:30 - 11 :00 Break 

Bruce Chowning 

J. Richard Lewis 

Rick Murphy 
1' obert Bailey 

RobJrt Heid 

Dale Offutt 

Bruce Chowning 

11 :00- 11 :50 Overcoming Discouragement Robert Morrow 
12:00- 1:30 Lunch - Fellowship Time 
1:30- 2:10 Overcoming By Sharing Burdens (Grades 7- 10) Tim Morrow 
1:30 - 2:10 Overcoming By Sharing Burdens Harry Coultas 
2:10- 2:30 Break 
2:30- 3:10 Love The Brotherhood 

Evening Session 
7:30 - 8:00 Singing 
8:00- 9:00 Christ Meets Our Need Through Fellowship 

BOOK REVIEW: 

T. Y. Clark 

Bennie Hill 

WHEN YOUR ;\fONEY FAl LS ( 666) T he 666 system is here. Mary 
Stewart Relfe Ph.D. Paperback 246 pages $4.95 

For those who have paid little attention to the trends toward the 
ioternationali7.ation of the money system, this book stirs deeply into 
the subject of numbers, electronic accounting, and scanning. 

TI1e central part of the treatise quotes much of recent economists 
and their predictions of n one-world money system, along with the 
money failures and clistresses that will bring it into being. This para
graph may influence your own thinkjng and perhaps rearrange some 
ex-pectations. 

The third pa1't of tho book givus a dooling with the Last Seven 
Years, and the author takes a pre-millennia!, mid-tribulation rapture 
position, which, perhaps needs to be examined and compared with all 
scriptures, rather than being nccepted without question. 
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.GREAT 
OUR 
HIGH 

By Mrs. Paul J. Knecht 
PRIEST 

The high-priesthood of Christ is examined. The 
relation of Melchizedek to Jesus, the significance of the 
prayer of the Lord in the garden of Gethsemane, and many 
other topics are discussed. 

The seven chapters of the book can be studied one 
at a t ime, in any order-or all at one sitting. 

Sixty-four pages. Paperback. $0 .75. 
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2518 Portland Avenue Louisville, Kentucky 40212 


