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A Rich Legacy and Lofty Goals 
:\lex V. Wilson 

1t is with fear and tre lllhling that 1 assume this co-c·ditorship of 
W ord tmd W ork. And surprise too, fo r r had not expected to write 
any front-page editorials till a few months from now. ll is one thing 
to write articles ( my first one appeared in 1958, whe n 1 was in col
lege) , but anothe r thing lo assume co-responsibility for an entire 
magazine. 

Word and \\fork has a rich he ritage. Think if its found<'r and 
first editor (from 1908-1915), Stanford Chambers. A stalwart de
fender of the .faith and proc.:laimer of the Gospel. Then R. H. Boll, 
oulslandiug editor fo r forly years ( 1916-56)! A master-teacher of all 
the word of God, and espc<.:ially of God's g race . Tlwn co-editors E. L. 
Jorge nson and J. R. Clark ( 1956-62) . Faithful, loving, humble men, 
con<:l· rncd to build bridges and re move barriers among the people of 
God. T hen Cordon Linscott ( 1962-75), with his deep passion fm 
our Lord and Savior I-limsclf, ami our need to know llim (sec fol
lowing reprint ) . Then W. Hobert lle id ( 1976 till now and still 
continuing) . with his much-needed emphasis by life and teac hing on 
C hristian Jwmes a nd solid family relationships. I praise our Fathe r for 
end1 of these men and whnl they have meant to me and many othe rs. 

The re's a nother way of gaining insight into the philosophy and 
goa ls of this m agazine. Think of its '/lame, with its twin emphases of 
truth and ac tion, belief and behavior. knowledge and service. H ow 
importaul to mainta in thnl balance ami :l\'Oid lopsidedness. This aim 
is also st ressed b,· our motto, "A mont hly magazine scl to dec lare the 
whole counsel o( Cod." We don't want to ride hobbies but provide 
a balanced die t ( though o f course at certain times some truths are 
necd t•d more than o the rs ). And note the two Scriptures on our 
<:O\'Cr: "Holding fast the faith ful W o rd" and "Holding forth the W ord 
of life." i\lanv folks claim to hold fast to the Bible, but they ne ver 
hold it forth to others. What n crime! Meanwhile othe rs have lost 
the ir grip on Cod's truth and hnve nothing worthwhile to ho ld forth 
to anvonc t' lsc. H ow sad. 

l. as t, 1 re mind you of our missionary-letters section, dwind ling in 
s iZl' hC'cause our missionary force is dwindling in number, alns. 
The mollo of this section, <.:oincd by Don Carlos Ja nes, is "Greater 
thing.; for Cod.'' This challcuge is urgent, for a world now hold ing 
fin · billion inha bitants dcsparatcly needs to hear C od 's wo rd and 
Sl'l' 11 is work. P lease pray with us that this magazine will no t :-oothc 
hut arous<• it'> rcadcrs to greulcr things for our great Cod . 

HJI 
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REPRINT: Editorial Freedom-in Christ 
(This was brother Linscott's first regular editorial, writtt•n in October, 
1962.) 

The W orcl and \Vork is not chained to a man or a creed or a 
tradition. "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." "For 
freedom did Christ set us free." Occasionally we hear of Christians 
who seem to prefer not to be free. They would prefer that we all 
speak or write from a single point of view, with no differences of 
opinion. They would like for us to "speak for the Church", authori
tatively defining just exactly what "the Church of Christ teaches". 
Brethren-those of you who may feel the same way-1 can heartily 
sympathize with you. It is very reassuring to know exactly what 
you oelieve and rather disconcerting to be in doubt. 

This past August C. V. Wilson took me to the Y~ICA with him 
and gave me a few elementary lessons in swimming. First I had to 
learn to float. That wasn't easy: I'm used to feeling somethin~ solid 
beneath me. To fall into the water and just lie there was little less 
than a terrifying experience-at first. Gradually, I found that the 
water would hola me. I could relax and still not sink, though I could 
feel nothing holding me up. What an experience! 

Now the parallel: Human nature naturally seeks a spiritual hand
rail"-an authoritative "Thou shalt" and "Thou shalt not'. The Phari
sees, zealous for the law of God, had turned that law- though spirit
ual in itself-into such a handrail; they could grasp it and say, "Here I 
stand, firm for God." The development of church dogmas and the 
Homan priesthood was a similar outworking of this human tendency 
-the church makes all the decisions. In similar fashion the 19th 
century "Restoration Movement" in some quarters degenerated into 
the familiar rule-of-thumb: Four steps to conversion, five items of 
worship, and two essentials for Christian living; hold to these basic 
truths and you're all right. It is very solid and reassuring beneath the 
feet. But it is just as restricting as it is limited in scope. These are 
hut bits of the truth, and unable to minister to the whole of our needs. 

In contrast, consider the life which is sustained by the Person 
of Jesus Christ, who is The Truth. In experience, it's something like 
floating: the edge of the pool is still there, and so is the Hoor, but 
neither is any longer a vital source of support. It is disconcerting at 
first-1 speak from experience-to say, "Henceforth, I tmst Jesus 
Christ alone for my salvation, and place no reliance in what I may 
know-or may have done." But the result is a glorious freedom 
from the spirit of bondage to fear. Now Christ is our life: we arc 
totally borne along by Him, and free to follow the promptings of His 
Spirit. Sin<.'C we arc no longer holding for dear life to the handrail 
of doctrine, we are free to examine that doctrine more carefully and 
objectively than before. \Ve are free to discover new tmths, or to 
revise beliefs which do not stand careful scrutiny. It is true there may 
come times when we will be uncertain about this doctrine m· that, but 
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this brings no ft·nr to tlw hearl of llw Christian who can s:w with PauL 
"1 know H Lr-.1 in whom 1 hun· believed." · 

To avoid being dccein•d, correct alone is nol fool-proof. The 
absolute essential is a personal. lh·ing k1lowlcclge of J lim who is the 
author of doctrine. ' 

Jack Blacs 

A 1.0 1\ DON i'\EWSPAPEn REPOHTS 
TIIAT TilE FHE:-ICII go,•ernnwnt has 
bct•n bombarded with letters and pdi
tions from relatives seeking infonnatiou 
ahout loved ones who they helk·vo nrc 
sti ll aliw nfter ncarlv forty years iu tht· 
Ru~siun C:ulaJ.(. 

Patrick ).Ieney, a Kremlinologist, 
claims that t11ousands of Freudnnen 
disappeared in post-war purgrs iu Sta
liu·~ Hu~~ia despite Soviet aj..rreements 
that all foreigners found hv the Hcd 
Arm~· "mdd be patriatcd. ~ lr. :'\I ell!')' 
su~pccts that several dozen Fr('nchmcn 
mav J.till be lanJ:!UiShing in Hu,~iMl 
Luhor cnmps. Evidently his lindiiiJ.(S 
nud c.:ondnsions have influenced t h~·s~· 
recent writers to the Freneh J.(Ov(•rn
meatt. 

On(• c;ISI' that has drawn som(' atten
tiou i~ that of Paul Cntrain, a Worlcl 
Wur II ~taldirr who w~~ rc.:portcd l.ili<otl 
iu l.nbiu. Poland. Sum~: thrl't' ) cars 
a~~:o, relatives of the unfortunate Catr.lin 
rcl-civt•d a letter smu)tl!lcd out of the 
cit) uf Strikhovtsky in l:kmiaw in 
whid1 lw dcspcratch· a!lked for H'IMtria
tinn. The Hussians h1ve disrcl!.arded 
ever)' rrqucst for a meeting with 
Catrain. 

l n au apparent blunder, the Suvict 
Nuvo~ti News Agency furiouslv at
tacked ~l rnt!v's conclusions, inndvt·•·t
antlv n·vcaling that 3-~8 F'rcnch na
tionals nrc buried in a cemctt'rv at 
Kinmnvv. 2SO miles uorthcast of Stnliu
grnd. The French foreign ollic1• 1111~ 
clcnit•tl auv knowledge of tht• Ct'llll'terr 
but lw~ requested permission tu \'i\it 
the l!Tavc~. (Tradition, Family nncl 
Properly ~ewslettcr.) 

• • 

BUT SO ~ IAL\'Y OF TilE Lt::AI)t::RS 
OF TilE F'REE COUi'\TB IES don't 
seem to sec it. And onl)• a few of 
the writers and ~penkers in th tl news 
media seem to he nwaro of till' nims 
am! puqJC>ses of conununism. I florc nrc 
~omc quotes of Alexamler Solzhenibyn: 

''Communism is a negation of life 
and represents a mortal disease for 
all ~.·ountrics. It is the death of man
kind. No country i~ immune from it. 
One cnnnot l'Orrect or improve com
munism. One can ouly try to put an 
end to it.'' 

"The (USSTI) g<wernment's intrrcst 
i~ to make sure tho populntion's atten
tiun will hu entirely nhsorbed hy its 
need to survive, anti so people will 
luve .. no time to think about anything 
C'lsc. 

"From the dav the Communist S\S

tcm was born, one of its primnr}' ainh 
ha> ltct•n to conct·al or distort wh;tt 
actually takes place. By now there is 
half a century's worth of accumulated 
r alsehoods:· 

":'\ larxism is hostile to tlw phy~ieul 
cxbtcnl'C anti the spiritual rssc:nce of 
every nation. It is futile to hope that 
a compromise with Communism will be 
found or that rc lnl ions will be im
proved by concessions and trndo. Com
munism is n denial of life; it is a fntal 
diseuse of a nation and the death of 
all humanitv." 

.. 0 

Ti ll S IS NOT 11ECENT NEWS, BUT 
it is related to what is goinJ{ on todll)' 
in places tint should know better. On 
Fcbruarv 26, 1966, Richard Arens, 
Counsel to t11c Committe on Uu-Amcr
ic:m Acth·itics, said: "In thr lender-
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ship of the National Council of Church
es, we have found over 100 persons in 
leadership capacity with either Com
nnmist-front records or records of ser
vice to Communist causes. The a~
J..'I't'gatc affiliations of the leadership, 
instead of being in the hundreds as the 
chairman first indicated, is now ac
cording to our latest count, in the 
thousands, and we have yet to comnlcte 
our check." 

Quite a furor was raised after CBS's 
"Sixty ~linutcs" aired "The Gospel 
aet.'Ording to Whom?'' in which corres
pondent Morley Saft•r suggested rc
pcateclly throu,ghout the long se~nent 
that officials muy he using Sunday of
ferings to promote Marxist revolutions. 
Newsweek has spoken to this issue: 
"~fanv NCC olllcials readilv at.·knowl
ed.l{c 'their sympathv with cOntroversial 
causes: In their public statements they 
have frequently been critical of cap
italism and US foreign policy and sup-

l,ortive of Third World, liberation 
Marxist) movements." 

0 0 0 0 

AFTER EVANGELIST BILLY GRA
HAM'S VISIT TO Czechoslovakia, 
some Czechoslovakian imprisoned he
lievcrs hearing his television interview, 
expressed "feelings of J..'l'icf and bitter
ness" at hearing: him speak well of 
those who regard Christians "as an 
irksome remnant of bourgeoisie ideol
og~· and obscurantism." They inquired 
why Dr. Graham "did not set•k t:on
tact with those suffering for thdr faith 
and ask officials about the number of 
seminary students, or rcli~ious hooks 

lmhlished, and about those who have 
ost jobs because of their faith." This 

was reporll'<l in Christianity Today. 
0 0 0 0 

"ONE OF TilE STRANGEST AND 
:\lOST UNHAPPY DEVELOPMENTS 
in the churches in recent yc;us h:ts 
been the emergence of n hard core 
Left mo\'cment. The leftists in the 
churches make common cause with 
Fidel Castro and otlwr enemies of 
freedom. Insight into tlw arms and 
outlook of the leftists in the churches 
is to be found in a fascinating hut 
disturbing article published in the 
July-August issue of the 1\fonlhly Rc
\'lew, a Marxist publication. Tlw au
thor of the articlt•, entitled "An Anal
~·sis of the Christian Left in the United 
States," is Kathleen Schultz, a Roman 
Catholic sister of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary. 
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"Sister Kathlet•n is not the typical 
religious. For ten yeurs, she was na
tional executive secretary of Christians 
for Socialism. Accordin~ to the maga
zine, 'She has been active in the Chris
tian Left since 1968.' Her attiture is 
evidenced hv her reference in the 
article to 'the fact and nature of re
pression in the United States.' 

"Sister Kathleen is hoping and work
in~ for the emergence of u 'Christian 
Ldt in the United States.' She admits 
however, that a 'consolidated revolu: 
tionary Christian Left docs not ret 
exist.' She wants l\larxists and Chris
tians to work toJ.(ether, hails the ex
ample of Nicaragua, and (lttotes Fidel 
Castro approvingly. She re 'ers to U.S. 
imperialism, and says that some church 
members 'have begun to develop an 
identifiable socialist political practice.' 

"For most church-goers, this outlook 
si anathema. Marxism and Christianity 
are nt opposite poles. Marxists states, 
such as the Soviet Union, Cuba and 
Nicnragua arc bent on destroving Chris
tian \'nlucs. In these and o'thcr coun
tries with ~larxist rl~imes, Christian 
churchmen are imprisoned and tor
tured. Despite the ret-ord of persecu
tion under Marxism, there are those 
like Si.~tl•r Kathlcm who regard the 
United States as the lund of repression 
and imperialism and long for solidarity 
between Christians and the Christian 
Left.' One wonders: Arc these terribly 
confused people? Or do they know 
cxaetly what they nrc doing? 

"It is interesting that the 'Christian 
Left' in the United States focuses on 
cooperation with Marxists in Latin 
America. 'Politically committed Chris
tians,' Sister Kathleen writes, "arc find
ing their voice and perspective throu~oth 
the usc of l\larxist analysis.' Theirs is 
not the traditional reading of the Gos
pels, she admits, saying that the church 
leftists 'work lo devdop a stronger 
"matt·rialist" reading of the Bible.' 

"This revealing article makes it clear 
that the 'Christian leftists' have largely 
detadtl'<l themselves from the historic 
interprl'tatlon of Christianity uml nrc 
en~a~cd in creating a new political 
religion that is a variant of Marxism. 
Thus in reading the article, one is led 
tn l'nncludc thlt there is no such 
thing as 'the Christian Left,' simply the 
old Left with all its links to revolution 
and totalitarianiltln."-Anthony Harrigan 

U.S. Industrial Council 
Quott~d in Summit Journnl 



THOUGHTS FROM ROMANS 

Ernes t E. Lvon . 
"Righteousness Comes Only By Faith" 

It is t11st as Isaiah said w eviously: "Unless the Lorrl AI 111 il]hty 
fwd left 11s descendants, we would have become like Soaom, 
we would have been like Gomorrah." What then shall we 
say? That tl1e Gentiles, who did not ]Hmwe righteousness, 
lwoe ol;l'ainecl it, a righteousness that is hy faith; hut Israel, 
who p11rsttecl a law of rigltteo11sness, hus not attained it. W!ty 
not? Because they pursecl it not by faith but as 'if it were by 
works. Tl1ey st1onblecl over the "stumbling stone." As it is 
written : ''See, I lay in Zion a stone t hat ca11ses men to stumble 
and a rock that makes them full, and the one who trusts in 
him will never be put to shame." (Romans 9:29-33, NIV) . 

I am sure you will pardon the overlap with the Scripture q uota
tion J used in the last a rt icle in this series. T re-quoted verse 20 here 
to ask this rtuestion: "Jf it took God's sovereign mercy to preserve a 
remmU1t in His chosen nation, how about in the professing church 
todav?" When I sec the carelessness with which most church mem
bers' treat the Word of God and banner Jlis lame about, I thank 
!lim for !lis sovereign mercy that keeps us going in spite of ourselves. 
The tendency of so many Christians to be proud that they have 
received the Messiah that the Jews (as a nation) turned down is a 
foolish 011c indeed. W hen [ comf)are the lack of fa ith in the nation 
of Israel in the davs Christ was 1ere, with the lack of rea l faith or 
trust in so many 'who call themselves by Christ's name today, I 
realize anew how much human natme degrades the things of God 
as h e takes them in his own hand. Oh how badly we need a revival, 
a renewal, a great work of the Spirit of Cod among the churches in 
this country and in much of the world today! But remember that 
there were a few in Israel who received Him then, so you and I do 
not have to give in to the great tendency today to profess His Name 
and go our own way. The great c1uestion is simple-do -..vc? 

The gist of our lesson tl1is time is in verses 30-32, where a great 
contrast is pointed out. H ere contrasts the Gcntjles, who dicf not 
"pu rsue" righteousness with the Jews who did pursue something, but 
that "something" was not righteousness hut a "Jnw of righteousness." 
But. thank God, there is a lso another wntrast, this one in results: the 
Ce11tilcs obtained righteousness because, like Abraham, they believed 
Cod for the seeming impossible while the Israelites (as a whole, 
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though a few like Paul were exceptions) did not even attain to the 
law of righteousness they sought because, unlike Abraham, they tried 
to get it by works, by self effort, instead of believing God and having 
Ilim credit that to them as righteousness (sec Genesis 15:6 for the 
reference to Abraham and note the context). 

The non-seeker got it, the seeker failed! Quite a contrast to om 
human motivation, isn't it! We like to feel that we deserve some 
credit for our efforts and that God will take that into account. What 
God wants is for us to realize our lack of strength and to tmst Him to 
provide. Remember the words of Romans 3:23 (for all have sinned ancl 
fall short of the glory of Gocl) and then remember the illustration that 
many people use to make this point easier to understand: If a large 
group of people gathered in New York Harbor and all of them tried 
to jump to England, they would all fall short and the one who did the 
best would be farthest from the safety of the original shore. That 
illustrates as well as any human illustration how short we come of 
the perfection that we must have for the perfect holiness, without 
whiclt "no one will sec the Lord" (Hebrews 12:14). Quit trying on 
your own and trust Him and He will provide His Spirit to fulfil[ the 
righteousness requirement of the Law in you (8:4). 

Back in what would be the "dim past" to many of you (in the 
late 1940s, to be exact) 1 had a conversation with a Jewish Rabbi that 
well shows the point Paul is making here. lie was a nice fellow, a 
scholar in his fiCld and a very respected member of this community, 
and I liked him very much. But he told me that though he could 
go along with Jesus as a teacher, he could not go along when Paul 
ruled out law as a means of salvation. He was still clinging to the 
thought he and others could pass the test when God tests his right
eousness of keeping the law. But God wants perfection and there
fore Peter well said that the Law became "a yoke that neither we nor 
our fathers have been able to bear" (Acts 15:10). That is also true 
of their descendants and of any Gentiles who feel they can keep the 
Law (or the Golden Rule or the Sermon on the ~fount, or whatever 
God-given mlcs they imagine) well enough to please God. 

As I said, God is pleased only by perfection and that perfection 
is found only in Jesus Christ. He kept the Law perfectly (for Him
self) and that made Him eligible to take our sins on Himself, die in 
our stead, and offer us salvation by faith. If you have not taken that 
great gift He is offering free, then you can not be saved until you do. 
It cost Him a tremendous price that we will never be able to under
stand fully in this life, but He paid all the price and now it is free 
to you and to me. Don't turn your face away from God's great offer 
given in love. 

HIU 



Carl Kitzmiller 

Is Christ: now sitti11g on David's thro11e? 
No. Only two reasons come to mind as to why Christian people 

might suppose that Christ is now sitting on David's throne. One 
reason is tl1at people sometimes try to help God out of what they 
consider to be a difficulty. The other is that aspiring Bible students 
sometimes accept rather uncritically the things which arc taught them, 
becoming ·'parrots"' of the teaching of others. 

Let's consider this last matter first. It forms the basis for a lot 
of religious error. A large numher of people accept, believe, and 
pass on what they are taught by others. ln tlJCory these may believe 
the Bible-or like to think that they do. But in practice many believe, 
pass on, and even vigorously defend mereh- an interpretation of the 
l3iblc that has been taught them. Some of these know some "proof' 
passages and some of the reasoning of men, and they think they are 
standing for 13ible touching. They may even learn the set of "proofs" 
that supposedly establishes those teachiJ1gs. But in all honesty many 
of these have not made much of a study of the Bible itself. They 
have learned a certain set of scriptures and what they have been 
taught as the proper interpretation thereof. Tf they have been for
tunate enou~h to have been taught by people who understood the 
scripture ana taught them truth, tne re!>"ttlt may be fairh- good, but if 
they have been tuught a warped viewpoint, the result is fikel}' going to 
be bad. Some of these may he very good people in many ways. 
Theil· Iovt: of tho truth may he such thnt the Lord will overrule and 
give the knowledge they need to live victorious lives in Christ. The 
fact remains, however, that they have a sort of "second-hand" faith. 

Now when such a person as we have described is taught that 
Christ is now on David's throne and that those who have some other 
viewpoint are pcrverters of scriphtre who are on the road to hdl, they 
may b ecome advocates of the same view, heatedly dedariug this to 
be truth. Thev mav weiJ believe that it is. Thcv mny cite a lot of 
scripture, supl)osing that thereby they arc ofl'cri'ng proof. Such a 
person supposes that the issue is settled by what he knows about it. 

I recaiJ an incident from college days. A group of young people, 
of whom T was a part, were discussing religious matters and one 
person commented on the ''terrible evils of premillcnnialism.'' Pre
tending to less knowledge than I possessed, I inquired, "Just what is 
premilfcnnialism anyway?'' The same young person replied , "I don't 
know what it's all nhout; I just know thnt it is BAD.'' Unfortunately 
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some of those who insist Christ is now on David's throne arc in the 
same boat; they just know what they have been taught that He is on 
David's throne. 

But let's move on to the second reason why people suppose Christ 
is now on David's throne. These may be deeper students of the Bible, 
aware of many passages of prophetic signiRcancc in both the Old 
and New Testaments. Somewhere along the line, however, they have 
become anti-millennialists ... for whatever reason. They do not be
lieve there is going to be any future period when the promises of the 
0. T. conceming the continuation of David's throne will be fulftlled. 
They have taken a stand on prophetic issues which requires the con
cept that Christ is now on David's throne, else Cod will not have 
kept His promises. Now these know that Cod is true, that His 
promises are valid, and that He will keep His word. Like many of 
God's saints in facing such a difficulty, these try to help Cod out of 
what would otherwise be a serious slip. Since Cod promised David 
an heir to sit on His throne (2 Sam. 7:llh-16), and since there is no 
time (per their understanding) beyond the present age when this can 
be fulfilled, then it must be fulfilled in the present age. And since 
there has been no earthly throne over the literal seed of Israel (the 
people over whom David ruled) for most of the church age, then by 
some sleight of hand the throne is transferred to heaven and is made 
to be a rule over the "spiritual seed" of Abraham, the church. 

The slight of hand· artist is able to convince people that what 
could not happen did happen. After all, "We saw it with our own 
eyes!" The thing about l1is work is that we know there was some 
trickery, some diversion of attention, some reason why what we 
thougnt we saw was not truth. Most people are amazed but not 
deceived. The handling of scripture by some who insist that Christ 
is now on David's throne reminds me of the sleight of hand artist, 
except that too many people are deceived thereby and suppose that 
they have been offered proof. Let us notice some examples. 

A passage which will be cited in any serious discussion of the 
throne of David issue is Acts 2:29-31. A booklet dealing with this 
issue which came to my attention recently makes this a key point in 
the author's insistence that Christ is now on David's thwne. He says: 
"God raised up Christ to sit on David's throne." Thus far no fair
minded person could object. That is exactly what Peter declared in 
Acts 2:29-31. He cites this as one of the reasons for the resurrection 
of Christ. God did not in David himself provide for the unending 
dynasty over Israel but made that provision through One born of the 
fruit of David's loins-the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, however, the 
author goes on to say: "Peter says that the beginning point of that 
reign was Christ's resurrection." Ah, yes, if he is to make his point 
that is what is needed, so "Presto! chango!" it is done! But that is 
not what Peter said. Peter said absolutely nothing about when 
Christ is to sit on that throne. The wllen will have to -be determined 
from other scripture. 

Another example of this sleight of hand misuse of scripture by the 
same author follows. Under a paragraph headed "Christ Will Remain 
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in Heaven on David's Throne until the Fulfllment of All that the 
Prophets llavc Foretold,'' he cites Acts 3:19-21 and pwcceds to explain 
that "Christ sitting upon David's throne was one of these" ( presum
ably he means the things foretold by the prophets). In his approach 
to this passage he makes it read "until AFTER (not hv actuall\' in
serting the word, but by giving it that force). Put another way, he 
understands the passage to mean Christ remans in heaven until the 
restoration of all things, not, as it reads, the times of restoratiou. The 
point he attempts to make is that Christ must remain in heaven until 
after His sitting on David's throne. A careful reading of the passage 
will show that it says nothing of the sort. It says that He must stay in 
heaven until the times of restoration of all things-not until after 
those times or until the restoration is complete. \Vhatever occurs in 
the times of restoration occms after His return, not before it. 

The only way to have Christ now on David's throne is by such 
misuse of scripture and by the process sometimes called "sJ?iritual
izing" the scriptures. A chief fcatme of the latter is the taking of 
promises made to Israel, for example, and transferring them to the 
church. Now anr serious student of the Bible probably recognizes 
the validity of APPLYING lessons to those to whom the word was not 
directly spoken. Many things spoken to Israel of old may be applied 
to life today. Things that happened to Bible chamcters may serve to 
teach us lessons today. Even in this we need to he careful that we 
do not make applications which are contrary to scripture, do not 
ignore the covenant under which they arc given, etc. But the applica
tion of lessons from scriptum is not to chan~e sc•·iptme; it is to recog
nize God's great principles may be broader and of significance to 
others than those to whom they were specifically addressed. The 
"spiritualizing" process assumes that men know enough to decide 
when Cod addressed one person or nation but meant someone else. 
A verv common way of handli•ig many of the O.T. promises is to 
declare that while God spoke them to the Israelites, He will fulfill 
them to the church. This is a dangerous way of handling Cod'o; word. 

God may he so gracious toward mankind that some of His 
blessings are poured out on those to whom they were not specifically 
promised. The chmch may receive now and in the future some things 
that were promised specifically to Israel, but because God is God He 
will fulfill every promise He has made to those to whom He made it. 
If I make a promise to Tom Bmwn concerning his children, I cannot 
claim to have fulfilled it because I decided to keep the provisions 
of the pmmise to Bill Jones' children. I can do what I will for Bill 
Jones' children, hut that will not fulfill mv promise to Tom Brown's. 
TheJ'(' an· those who ao;sunw God completely cast off the Israelites 
because of the crucifixion of Jesus, that thev forfeited every pmmise, 
and that the things promised to them will be fulfilled to the church. 
These seem to forget that quite a number of promises to Israd were 
unconditional, not based on their continuing faithfulness. The prom
ise to David of continuing dynasty was not conditioned on Israel's 
obedience. Moreover, the declaration that God has cast off Israel 
ignores some plain declaration in the N.T. that God has NOT c:ast off 

202 



) 

Israel (Hom. ~J -11; esp. 11:1). As though God foresaw the spiritual
izing tactic, it is made clear in this passage that it is Israelites about 
whom he speaks (9:3). 

Those who place Christ now on the throne of David have to get 
the throne of David into heaven. This takes some tricky sleight of 
hand. David mled over Heshlv Israel. His throne was never in 
heaven. But by usage of a passage of scripture ( 1 Chron. 29:23) 
which speaks of Solomon's throne (and therefore David's) as Jehovah's 
throne, the feat is accomplished (?). Of course David's throne was 
Jehovah's throne. When He allowed Israel to have a king lie did 
not cease to rule over them. The whole nation was ll is. As far as 
that is concerned, the throne of Ncbuchadnezzar and the throne of 
cverv other nation, tlwn or now. is Jehovah's throne. There is no 
power hut of God (Hom. 13:1 ). But why confuse that with Jehovah's 
throne in heaven? \Vc cannot say that because God is love, therefore 
love is God. Neither can we say that because David's throne is 
Jehovah's, therefore Jehovah's throne in heaven is identical with it. 
The effort would be amusing if it were not done in a serious way. 

Jesus tells us very clearly when He will sit on the throne of David 
(i.e., when He will exercise that right which is now His-Matt. 28:18; 
Heb. 2:8 ). It is when He shall sit on the throne of His glory. In 
Matt. 18:27, Peter inquires conccming the rewards of the apostles. 
He is told that "in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit 
on the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thron.~s. 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel." They arc to be associated with 
Him in His reign over (note!) the twelve tribes of Israel. When will 
He sit on the throne of His glory? In Matt. 25:31, He says, "But 
when the Son of man shall come in his glory ... then shall he sit on 
the throne of his glory." 

It is with Israel as Hosea declared: "Fm· the children of Israel 
shall abide many days without king, and without prince, and without 
sacri6ce, and without pillar, and without ephod or teraphim: after
ward shall the children of Israel retum, ana seek Jehovah their God, 
and David their kin~. and shall come with fear unto Jehovah and to 
his goodness in the latter days" ( Ilos. 3:4-5 ). 

127 E. Highland Rd., Johnson City, TN 3i601 

GLEANINGS 
Compiled by Larry Miles 

ARILITY 
1. Able to save rough fishermen, Peter, Andrew, James, and John: 
John 1:35-42; Luke 5:3-11. 
2. Able to save despised tax collectors: :Matthew, Luke 5:27-29; 
Zacchaeus, Luke 19:1-10. 
3. Able to save a woman taken in adultery: John 8:1-11. 
4. Able to save the chief of sinners, the leading opponent and per
secuter of Christianity, Saul of Tarsus: Acts 9:1-31; I Timothy 1:15. 

-F. D. Whitesell 
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TRIALS 
There are three things to remember conceming trials: 

1. Trials are the common experience of all of us. No one is immune. 
Trials arc a part of living. 
2. Trials arc transitory. C.B. Williams translates I Peter 1:6 this 
way: "In such hope keep on rejoicing, although for a little while you 
must be sorrow-striken with various trials." Trials, though difficult, 
arc "for a little while." 
3. Trials are lessons that shouldn't be wasted. Though not enjoy
able or necessarily good in themselves, trials constitute a divine 
work for our ultimate good. Jesus never promised an easy journey, 
but He did promise a safe landing. 

-George Sweeting 

ATONEMENT 
Christ took our sins and the sins of the whole world as well 

as the Father's wrath on His shoulders, and he has drowned them 
both in Himself so that we arc thereby reconciled to God and become 
completely righteous. 

-Martin Luther 

1'f1E STUDY OF GOD'S WORD 
The study of God's Word brings peace to the heart. In it, we find 

a light for every darkness, life in death, the promise of our Lord's 
retum, and the assurance of everlasting glory. 

-D. L. Moody 

\Vf1A1' THE BIBLE WILL DO 
The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from the 

Bible. 
-D. L. Moody 

THE PURITY OF GOD'S WORD 
God's Word is pure and sure, in spite of the devil, in spite of your 

fear, in spite of everything. 
-R. A. Torrey 

ACCEPT THE WHOLE BIBJ .. E 
The Word of God well understood and religiously obeyed is the 

shortest route to spiritual perfection. And we must not select a few 
favorite passages to the exclusion of others. Nothing less than a 
whole Bible can make a whole Chrirtian. 

-A. W. Tozer 

THE BIBLE IS GOD SPEAKING TO US 
The Bible is literally God speaking to you. It is God's il•stru

ment of salvation (Rom. 10:17; I Peter 1:25) and God's instmment 
for growing mature Christians (I Peter 2:2), It is the blueprint for 
the Christian. 

MARANA THAI (I Corinthians 16:22) 
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The Use To Be Made Of Our Faults 
Jean Nicolas Grou 

This is a very important point in spiritual life; God intends even 
our faults to set forward the sanctification of our souls, and it rests 
with our souls whether they do so or not. (Not infrequently we 
suffer less real injury from a fault itself than from the way in which we 
deal with it. ) 

I am not now speaking of people who give themselves grudgingly 
to God and so commit numberless deliberate faults which can in no 
way be tt1med to good account. The souls to which I refer are those 
who, in spite of all their resolutions against sin, arc continually com
mitting faults through impetuosity, weakness or inadvertence. Such 
people are wont to be greatly surprised and troubled at their faults; 
they give way to false shame and become fretful and disheartened. 
But these are so many signs of self-love, more hurtful to the soul 
than the original fault. 

You are surprised at your imperfections-why? I should infer 
that your self-knowledge is small. Surely you might rather be 
astonished that you do not fall into more frequent and more grievous 
faults, and thank God for His upholding grace. You are worried 
when you detect a fault, you lose your inward peace, and your dis
turbance lasts hours or days, as the case may be. This is not right. 
You should never allow yourself to be disturbed, but when falJ~n you 
should rise up quietly and turn with a loving heart to God for for
giveness. 

The worst evil, however, is when we grow vexed at our faults; as 
l<'rancois de Sales says, "We are angry 6ccause we arc angry; im
patient at having shown impatience. But this is sorry worl<, and if 
you will be honest with yourself you will see that it is altogether 
pride; you are mortified to find yourself weaker, less holy than you 
fancied yourself to be; perhaps too your aim wa.~ self-satisfaction, you 
wanted to be able to congratulate yourself on having spent a day or 
week free from faults. Tl1en you grow discouragecf, you relax your 
devotional exercises and begin to rook upon perfection as unattain
able." 

"What is the usc of such perpetual self-restraint and watchful
ness?" you ask. "What good does all my recollection and mortifica-

This is nothing more or less than a snare of the devil, and if you 
tion do me, if none of my faults are corrected and I grow no better?'' 
would escape it you must resolve not to be disheartened; but even if 
you were to fall a hundred times a day, determine to rise up each 
time, and go onwards. What will it matter though you have fallen 
in the way if you find your journey's end safely at last? God will 
forgive the falls: they often are caused by undue haste, which pre
vents us from taking fitting precautions, or with timid souls from 
a perpetual looking around for imaginary dangers which causes them 
to stumble. 
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Perhaps the holiest men arc not always those who commit fewest 
faults, but those who have most courage, most love and the most 
free spirit; those who make the heartiest eH"orts for conquering self, 
and who arc not afraid of a stumble, even of a fall, so long as their 
progress is certain. St. Paul says that "all things work togctl1er for 
good to them that love God"; and we mav be sure that even their 
fault-; arc included. God permits them to cure our vain presumption 
and to teach us our true measure. It was so with David. "It is good 
for me that I have been in trouble, that I may learn thy statutes." 
Peter fell before he learned to know his own weakness. Paul re
mained humble amid triumphs granted to his eloquence. Remember
ing that he had been "a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious," 
he proclaimed himself the "chief of sinners" hearing a "thom in the 
flesh"-all his days, "lest I should he exalted above measure." 

Who can doubt that in like manner God will help us to use our 
daily faults for greater sanctification? All the masters of the spirit
ual life have observed that God permits the holiest men to retain cer
tain defects, never wholly overcome, in order to teach them how weak 
they arc without His grace, to check any pride because of His gifts, 
to destroy the lurking remains of vanity wliich beset the soul, to keep 
up constant watchfulness, dependence on God and unfailing prayer. 
The little child who falls as he is learning to walk clasps tighter hold 
of his mothct· after he has hurt himself. 

Then, too, our faults sometimes lead to opportunities of good 
which would not else have arisen. Some outbreak of temper or harsh
ness or impatience leads you to humble yourself in reparation. The 
fault \vas sudden and not premeditated; the reparation is deliberate 
and hearty, though it cost you no small effort. Hence it was more 
acceptable to God than the fault was displeasing. 

Again, He sometimes veils real holiness under external inpcr
fcctions, which readily meet the eye of our neighbor, so as to pre
vent the praise of men from tarnishing true liumility. God is a 
mighty ~-laster of souls, be it ours to let Him work His way in us. 
By all means let it be your great object nevN to oH.end Him in any
thing, but when you have committed a fault, strive to be sony, not 
for your mortified pride but because you have displeased Him; 
accept all inevitable lmmiliation, ask God to turn it to His glory, and 
you will make greater progress in holiness than by the most precise 
and outwardly well regulated life if it leads to self-love. 

If God requires anything of us we have no right to draw back 
under the pretext that we ~re liable to commit some fault in obeying. 
It is better to obey imperfectly than not at all. Perhaps you avoid 
the society of certain persons because they make you cross or im
patient. How arc you to attain self-control if you slnm all occasions 
of practicing it? Is not such self-choosing a greater fault than those 
in which you fear to fall? Aim at a steady mind to do right, go 
wherever duty calls you, and believe firmly that God is an indulgent 
Fatlwr and will forgive the faults which take our weakness by sur
prise in spite of our sincere desire to please Him. 
-from Tile Alliance Witness, October, 1958 
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Family Living: Your Calendar-An Ally 
or An Enemy? 

by Fred W. Schott 

(Fred graduated fl'om Portland Christian High School and was a 
deacon at Portland Church of Christ in Louisville before moving 
to Omaha. This article is excerpted by permission from his 2nd book 
on building strong homes, Familes and 'fheir Self-Esteem.) 

Remember \Vllen families ate at the same time every evening, 
year after year? Suppertime at our. house was 5:00 p.m. sl~arp. 
You could set your cfock by our routme. Dad punched out of the 
factory in the south end of Louisville at 4:30. It took him exactly 
twenty-five minutes to make it home to the west end. He arrived 
at 4:55, washed his hands, gave mom a big kiss, and I said grace 
every night at 5:00. One of our family's strictest l'llles was, "Youhavc 
your feet under this table at 5:00!" 

Today, my family is lucky to all hold hands and say grace 
together two or three time a week. It seems no matter how hard 
we try, the five of us are just going in so many directions that one or 
more family members is not there. 

Ah, the good ole days! But before we get too melancholy-the 
families of the past were not better families because tlwy ate together 
with more regularity than om families today. Om· families are not 
inferior because we have trouble eating at the same time each night. 
Many of the things that interrupt our meal times are healthy: piano 
lessons, special choir practices, chccrleading, men's Monday after
work hasl<etball league (very important to my mental well-being!), a 
late aftemoon class or seminar. \Ve are not inferior. \.Ye are just 
different, responding to a difl"erent world than the one in which we 
grew up. Further, struggling with overcommitment as we do, our 
lives are full of wondel'fnl opportunities and experiences. 

But my family and most otf1ers need to learn ways to take greater 
responsibility for planning family time. We do have to work harder at 
that than previous generations. It is most important that we do 
not just let things happen. Hather, we need to give time, thought, 
and energy to planning our time. Overcommitment is an overlooked 
danger to modem family life. I reemphasize: We must take charge 
of the process. We need to go beyond simply responding to each new 
crisis or demand on our time . 

.. OK, OK," I can hear some of you say. "I agree! But how?" It is 
a simple matter of Getting Organized. Develop a system of time 
management is my first recommendation. This is important. \Vhcn 
things get hectic and we sense ourselves becoming overcommitted, if 
we fiave a system, we know how to make adjustments, we have con
fidence, and we will not be overwhelmed. 1 have a svstern of tinv 
management that I ust•. It helps me be fair to myself 'as well as nw 
family. ' 
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I discovered the importance of a system and developed one that 
works for me and many I have shared it with. What I will share here 
is the basics of a family system of time management. You need to 
personalize it, add to it, and make your own. It is built around this 
principle: proactive calendaring. 

A good calendar is the heart of any system. I use a three-ring 
binder in which two 8-Jf x 11-inch pages open to form a week's calen
dar. At home, the heart of our famify system is a large wall calendar 
showing a month at a time with large daily squares that allow a lot of 
writing. A simple principle: Writing things down, in the calendar, 
with enough detail is vital. 

We write more than scheduled events in the calendar. Things 
that have shown up on our calendar from time to time arc whose 
night it is to cook, to wash dishes, or to feed the dog. Sometimes 
wftcn I have gotten out of the habit of routinely doing something that .• 
is important to me, like physical exercise, guiet times for prayer and 
study of scripture, or guitar playing, I will begin to chart that activity 
in my calenClar. Just keeping a record gets me back into the habit. 
This is simply a method of self-discipline. 

\Vork to become more proactive and less reactit;e in scheduling 
things on tl1e calendar. Most of the time we react to time commit
ments. We get notices from school, letters and announcements in the 
mail, receive phone calls, sign up for classes, leagues, and church 
activities, and react by scheduling all these activities on the calendar. 
Soon it is so cluttered we have no time left for the family or ourselves. 
Often by reacting to life's events, we have trouble saying "no" to 
thin~s we really would rather not do. Or it seemed OK when we said 
"yes,' but all those "so-so" activities build up, making us tired, cranky, 
and feeling out of control. 

By proactive, I mean to determine as a family not only what is 
important but what we want to do and schedule it in advance. Write 
it into the calendar, then protect it. Some examples: When calendars 
begin to look cluttered, someone needs to say to the entire family, 
"Hey, gang, we haven't been together just as a family, by our selves, 
in a long time. We need to do something together." So far all we have 
is a wisli. A family becomes proactive wben they then go as a group to 
look at the big calendar, select an open evening or afternoon, and 
write in big letters "US!" Then everyone agrees to protect it. What 
the family ultimately does can even be decided later! The activity 
is not as important as the time. 

Proactive calendaring can also conquer the monster television. 
We really do see it as a monster, not only because of some of the 
garbage it spews but because it tempts us into spending too much time 
with it. Once this was becoming a real problem at our house. First 
we determined how much time was reasonable for us to spend watch
ing television in a week. We then took the Sunday TV guide from 
the paper and with the children went over the schedule. With a red 
marker we put a box around certain shows we thought were worth
while. During the week, the tclevion only came on during those 
homs. We did this for several weeks until we got out of the habit of 
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l·ust Hipping on the television, having it on, and watching whatever it 
1ad to offer. 

I am grateful that as a young father I read a book by Pastor 
Charlie Shedd called A Dad Is for Spendin~ Time With. In the 
book he suggested that fathers makes regular ' dates" with each child. 
I began tfie practice when our oldest, Laura, was seven. Each 
month since, I have taken one of my daughters on a date. All three 
of them seem to enjoy the practice. We have some precious mem
ories. Today they arc teenagers, but when they were little, they 
used to remind me when it was their month for a date. Now I usuallv 
have to remind them, but they still seem more than willing. I often 
ask after we have agreed on a night and the activity, "You're not too 
big to keep going out on dates with dad?" They always respond with 
the nicest comments. Even if they are humoring me some, I love 
it! We have good times and great discussions. It really helps me get 
to know them as unique people. 

Proactive calendaring is. what really made these mon~hly dates 
with dad a reality. Over the years I have always written our dates 
into my personal calendar, the same one I use for my business ap
pointments. When I was in private training and consulting, my office 
in our basement always had my calendar. One day my youngest, 
Emily, about seven or eight, came bounding into the family room, 
climbed up into my lap, and with one arm resting on my shoulder and 
a sweet tone to her voice said, "It's my month for a date, Daddy." We 
talked about it and agreed on a night. She jumped off my lap and ran 
out of the room. She reappeared in a few minutes with my calendar 
under her arm. She strutted over, handed it to me, and commanded, 
'Write it down, dad!" Even at that age she knew if it was down in 
my calendar, not only would I remember our date, but I would pro
tect it. 

Protecting family time is my last suggestion. Proactive calen
daring is only effective if we protect it. r have found this principle 
helpful. When I calendar family time or time with just one family 
member (Donna and I need our dates tool ) , or even time for me 
(GONE FISH'N gets put in the calendar occasionally), I try to treat 
my family members with all of the dignity and respect I would give 
to a client, my boss, or my church. 

To illustrate, if my family has looked ahead and written "US!" 
on the calendar and a client calls and says, "Fred, I belong to a pro
fessional organization. We are having a big meeting. \Ve want you 
to be the keynote speaker. I think your thoughts on families are so 
important in today's world. Will you speak to us on corporate respon
sibility to the family?'' my response should be one of the following: 
"Gee, Mr. Client, I am flattered, but I have a previous engagement 
that has been scheduled. It is very important. I feel badly but I'm 
going to have to decline." Or I can say, "Gee, Mr. Client, I am flat
tered. I would love to speak to your organization. I do have a com
mitment to another group. Let me sec if I can move them to another 
night. Can I call you tomorrow?" 

With the second response I then go to the family, explain the 
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situation, and see if we can pick another night. I do not feel the 
obligation to even reveal that the previous engagement is with my 
family-for two reasons. l\'Iany people do not share my values and 
would pressure me to violate my principle. Second, my calendar, 
my time, and my family is my business and my responsibility. Pro
active calendaring helps families to say "no" in an honest and sincere 
way. 

Fred is a leader in the "worksite wcllncss movement" and is vice 
president of training and development in a health and life insurance 
company. Part of his job is writing a series of books promoting 
families that are strong all-around. His Christian convictions shine 
through his writings, and both books written so far would be good 
additions to your church library. You may order them from Central 
States of Omaha Companies, P. 0. Box 34350, Omaha, NE 68134. 

WHY PRAYER GROWS TIRESOME 
R. H. Boll 

One thing that has made prayer irksome to so many is the 
strained, unnatural attitude into which we place ourselves when />ray
ing. I am not speaking of bodily attitude, but of the spirit. feel 
most comfortable in the presence of the friend who understands me; 
before whom I can be simply myself without fear of being unkindly 
criticized or misunderstood; who appreciates, sympathizes, thinks and 
feels with me; and I call him "congenial". There are others in who~e 
company I feel more or less constrained and cramped. I am, in fact, 
not quite myself when I am in their company, but assume, uninten
tionally, a more or less artificial attitude. This latter kind of associa
tion soon grows wearisome. The fault indeed lies with us in such a 
case, but the fact remains that we are burdened and bored. Now here 
is the strange thing. Most of us when we go to God in prayer, try to 
force ourselves into an artificial attitude of heart and am, consequent
ly, very glad to get through and done with it. We have an idea that 
we must be awfully good when speaking to Cod; and we '}nat on", 
forgetting the while that God knows us anyhow, and we cant "make 
impressions" on Him anyway. If He does not receive me "just as I 
am," He would of a certainty not accept me when I am in a false 
attitude before Him. So it is a great thing fm· us to take this lesson: 
You can be just yourself with God, without being in the least cramped 
or constrained. What were the use of being otherwise? And Cod 
appreciates it. He would have us lay our hearts open before Him and 
snow Him our unworthiest thougllt and tendency, that He may heal 
us. Go to Him and say: "Lord I have no claims to make. I am this 
and that. In my self-deceit I hardly know when I am sincere. I do 
not know even now as I pray whether I am wholly sincere; but here 
is my heart with all its failings, and my help is in Thee alone." Such 
a plea, when based on the blood of Jesus, is efl'ectual-infinitely more 
so than empty profession and vain praise of God that is not from the 
heart. -in 1'r11tf1 mul Grace 
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HEROES OF THE FAITH: 

Amy Carmichael of India 
Hazel Thomson 

The mission bungalow at Dohnavur, India was crowded with 
young girls. They pfcaded for instruction in theit· newfound faith. 
They had also come for protection from irate parents. Amy Car
michael faced the parents of the girls who had broken caste. Her 
only weapon-which won the victory for the girls and established Amy 
in the community-the love of Jesus Christ. 

Soon Miss Carmichael was penetrating deeper into India's eul
hire-to rescue the temple children who had been dedicated as prosti
tutes to the gods. Wherever she went, she sought to reach and 
relieve children in moral danger. Altogether, well over 1,000 such 
children were cared for in het· 55 years of missionary service in India. 

Compassion marked Amy Carmichael's life-even in her youthful 
days. 

On one windy, wet Sunday moming in Belfast, Ireland, Amy was 
walking home from church with her family when they saw a pitiable
looking woman carrying a heavy load. The sight startled them, but it 
also kindled a deep feeling of pity for the unfortunate creature. So 
Amy, together with her brothers, assisted the woman on her way. 

As they passed a nearby fountian, I Corinthians 3:12-14 flasht!d 
through Amy's mind: "Gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stub
ble; every man's work shall be made manifest ... fire shall try every 
man's work ... If any man's work abide-" 

The phrase, "If any man's work abide" lingered with her and she 
pondered its implications. 

"We went on," she continued, "and I said nothing to anyone, but 
I know that something happened that had changed my life's values," 

This unusual experience at the age of 17 motivated Amy's life 
through-out her days as a home-mission worker, missionary to Japan 
and India, poetess, and author of 36 published books. 

As she grew older she became completely self-abandoned. She 
abhorred the limelight or any recognition of herself. 

A typical example occmrcd at Dohnavur in 1919 when she re
ceived a telegram from Lord Pentland, governor of Madras, con
gratulating her on being included in the Royal Birthday Honors 
List. She was in line to receive the award of the Kaiser-i-Hind medal 
for her ministry to the people of India. 

She wrote back, "Would it be unpardonably rude to ask to be 
allowed not to have it? I have done nothing to make it fitting." 

She was eventually persuaded to accept the honor, but under no 
cit·cumstanccs would she be induced to attend the Madras ceremony. 

The oldest of seven children, Anw was hom into a comfortable 
home on December 16, 1867, at :\lillisfc, Ireland. 

As a three-year-old she lcamed a lesson in prayer which she never 
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forgot. She had brown eyes, but wanted blue ones, so she asked Cod 
for blue eyes. Climbing upon a chair before a mirror the next morn
ing, she fully expected to see blue eyes. But alas, they were still 
brown! Disappointedly she thought Cod had not answered. 

Later, as a missionary to Inaia and dressed in Indian garb, she 
fully realized what a disadvantage blue eyes would have been in 
that land of brown-eyed people. 

Amy spent three years at a Wesleyan school. Though she felt 
unduly restricted, and chafed at what she called "petty rules," it 
was there she came to a knowledge of the Saviour. In Belfast she took 
lessons in painting and music. 

Amy liegan an outstandin~ work among girls in Belfest, in a hall 
given in answer to prayer, wluch was callea "The Welcome." When 
lier family moved to Manchester, England, Amy continued to engage 
in mission work there, especially among factory girls. Then, due to 
overwork and difficult living conditions, Amy's health began to fail. 

When her health improved, she heard Cod's call "Co ye." both 
she and many friends at·gued against it. But the call persisted. She 
made plans to leave for somewliere by the fall of 1892, so she applied 
to the China Inland Mission. But the CIM doctor said she wasn't 
physically fit for work in China. For a whole year she made various 
attempts to eush doors that seemed ajar. Finally a way opened for 
her to enter japan. 

While Amy spent only 15 months in Japan, she learned many 
lessons that prepared her for her 55 years as a missionary to India. 

One day sne was speaking to a Japanese woman who had never 
heard the Gospel, and who eagerly aosorbed its message. But the 
woman was suddenly distracted. Looking at Amy's fur-gloved hands 
she asked, "What are they?" 

Grieved over this incident, Amy said, "I went home, took off my 
English clothes, and put on my Japanese Kimono so I could more 
fulfy identify with the people." 

She adhered to this same pratice in India by wearing native dress. 
Another incident that occurred in Japan gave her new impetus in 

holy living. With other workers, she encountered three devout Bud
dhist priests preparing for evening worship around a shrine. After 
listening to the reading of Scripture, one priest responded, "True, true, 
it must be true. . .. But if it be so, we want to see it lived; can you 
show it to us?" 

Acute neuralgia began to plague her and she became very ill. 
Despite a change of climate to China and Ceylon, doctors advised her 
not to retum to Japan. Going home to England, awaiting furthe1· 
orders from the Lord, she published her first book, From Sunrise 
Land, relating her Japanese experiences. 

In spite of having been rejected for mtsstonary work in any 
tropical land, she was finally accepted as a missionary to India. 
Arriving in India on Nov. 9, 1895, she never left the country until her 
death in 1951. 

As a junior missionary Amy was unusual. She was called "Mad
cay" by some because she raced the residency carriage around the 
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race comse on her pony. She recalls doing "dozens of similar mad 
things." 

But two incidents ocurred during the training period in India that 
governed certain principles in her future work. 

Associating with a person who was unfair and dominating, Amy 
felt the 'T' in lier rising hotly. God spoke to her, "See in it a chance 
to die." From that day on these words brought "life and release" 
to her and she accepted each difficult experience as "a chance to die 
to self." 

The other incident involved a fellow workm· who wrote home 
describing the power of Islam by telling a story of a Muslim girl who 
desired to become a Christian but her parents forbade it. When 
England received the story they wrote bacK:, "Tilis is too discouraging 
for l1ome-supporters to have a story end thus." The missionaries were 
confounded with the thought, "Should happy endings be invented?" 
Amy revolted against such deceit and determined whatever the cost 
the truth should be told. 

A few years later, when Amy sent the manuscript of her book, 
Things as They Are, describing her work, it was similarly received: 
"Too pessimistic to put to a public full of nerves." Despite its first 
rejection, the book was eventually published and reprinted 12 times. 
It created such a stir, however, that Amy was on the verge of being 
called home. But it spurred to action thousands of Christians, and 
Amy knew it paid to let the public know the facts concerning mis
sionary work. 

In 1926 Amy severed connection with her mission boaa·d and 
established the Dohnavur Fellowship. It was a ventme of faith and 
God blessed it abundantly. 

She lived, worked, played, and prayed with her one big family 
until Oct. 24, 1931, she fell and fractured a limb. Inct·easingly con
fined to her room for nearly 20 years, she wrote many books, and dir
ected the work tmtil other leaders took her place. She died in Jan
uary 1951 at the age of 83. 

"If any man's work abide" was fully exemplified bv the life and 
work of Amy Carmichael. · 
-Reprinted by permission from POWER FOR LIVING, Scripture Press Pub
lications, Inc., Wheaton, IL 60187. 

TREASURES FROM AMY CARMICHAEL 
Two from among the many moving poems of Amy Carmichael arc 

given here. Her best-known hook of poetry is Toward Jerusalem. 
Then follows a stirring excerpt from her book, Things As Tiley 

Are. As mentioned earlier, when first published in England, this 
book provoked strong reactions. See if yon can tell why, as you 
read "Thy Brother's Blood Crieth." 

CHANGE THY WILL, MY FATHER? 
And shall I pray Thee change Thy will, my Father, 

Until it be according unto mint>? 
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But no, Lord, no, that never shall be, rather 
I pray Thee hlend my human will with Thine. 

I pray Thee hush the hurrying, eager longing, 
I pray Thee soothe the pangs of keen ocsire. 

Sec in my 'tuiet places wishes tlll'onging, 
Forbid them, Lord, purge, though it be with fire. 

And work in me to will and do Thy pleasme, 
Let all within me, peaceful, reconciled, 

Tarry content my Wellbelovcd's leisure, 
At last, at last, even as a weaned child. 

0 0 0 0 

MAKE ME THY FUEI.-
From prayer that asks that I may be 
Sheltered from winds that beat on Thee, 
From fearing when I should aspire, 
From faltering when I should climb higher, 
From silken self, 0 Captain, free 
Thy soldier who would follow Thee. 
From subtle love of softening things, 
From easy choices, weakenings, 
Not thus are spil'its fortifed, 
Not this way went the Crucified, 
From all that dims Thy Calvary, 
0 Lamb of God, deliver me. 
Give me the love that leads the way, 
The faith that nothing can dismay, 
The hope no disappointments tire, 
The passion that will bum life fire, 
Let me not sink to be a clod:, 
Make me Thy fuel, Flame of God. 

0 0 0 0 

THY BROTHER'S BI .. OOD CRIETII 
The tom-toms thumped straight on all night, and the darkness 

shuddered round me like a living, feeling thing. I could not go to 
sleep, so I lay awake and looked; and I saw, as it seemed, this: 

That I stood on a grassy sward, and at m~· feet a precipice broke 
sheer down into infinite space. I looked, but saw no bottom; only 
cloud shapes, black, and furiously coiled, and great shadow-shrouded 
hollows, and unfathomable depths. Back I drew, dizzy at the depth. 

Then I saw forms of people moving single file along the grass. 
They were making for the edge. There was n woman with a baby in 
her arms and another little child holding on to her dress. She was 
on the very verge. Then I saw that she was blind. She lifted her 
foot for the next step ... it trod air. She was over, and the children 
over with her. Oh, the cry as they went ovml 

Then I saw more streams of people flowing from all quarters. 
All were blind, stone blind; all made straight for the precip!ce edge. 
There were shrieks as they suddenly knew themselves falling, and a 
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tossing up of helpless anns, catching, clutching at empty air. But 
some went over quietly, and fell without a sound. 

Then I wondered, with a wonder that was simply agony, why 
no one stopped them at the edge. I could not. I was glued to the 
ground, and I could not call; though I strained and tried, only a whis
per would come. 

Then I saw that along the edge there were sentries set at inter
vals. were too great; there were wide, unguarded gaps between. And 
over these gaps the people fell in theh· blindness, quite unwarncd; 
and the green grass seemed blood-red to me, and the gulf yawned like 
the mouth of hell. 

Then I saw, like a little picture of peace, a group of people 
under some trees with their backs turned towards the gulf. They 
were making daisy chains. Sometimes when a piercing shriek cut the 
quiet air and reached them, it disturbed them and they thought it a 
rather vulgar noise. And if one of their number started up and 
wanted to go and do something to help, then all the others would pull 
that one down. "Whv should yon get so excited about it? You must 
wait for a definite call to go! You haven't finished your daisy chain 
vet. It would be really selfish," they said, "to leave us to finish the 
\vork alone." 

There was another group. It was made up of people whose great 
desire was to get more sentries out; but they found that very few 
wanted to go, and sometimes there were no sentries set for miles and 
miles of the edge. 

Once a girl stood alone in her place, waving the people back; 
but her mother and other relations called, and reminded her that her 
furlough was due; she must not break the rules. And being tired 
and needing a change, she had to go and rest for awhile; hut no one 
was sent to guard her gap, and over and over the people fell, like 
a waterfall of souls. 

Once a child caught at a tuft of grass that grew at the very brink 
of the gulf; it cltmg convulsively, and it called-but nobody seemed to 
hear. Then the roots of the grass gave way, and with a cry the child 
went over, its two little hands still holding tight to the tom-off bunch 
of grass. And the girl who longed to be back in her gap thought 
she heard the little one cry, and she sprang up and wanted to go; 
at which they reproved her, reminding her that no one in neccssarv 
anywhere; the gap would he well taken care of, they knew. And 
then they sang a hymn. 

Then through the hymn came another sound like the pain of a 
million broken hearts wnmg out in one full drop, one soh. And a 
horror of great darkness was upon me, fm· I knew what it was-the 
Cry of the Blood. 

Then thundered a voice, the voice of the Lord. "And He said. 
'\Vhat hast thou done? The voice of thv brother's blood crieth unto 
me from the ground'." · 

The tom-toms still beat heavily, the darkness still shuddcrc:'d and 
shivered about me; I heard the yells of the devil-dancers and weird, 
wild shriek of the devil-possessed just outside the gat<'. 
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W!utt docs it matter, after all? It ltns gone on for years; it will 
go on (or years. Why make such a fuss about ilr 

Cod forgive us! God arouse m! Shame us out of our callousness! 
Shame us out of om sin! 

Studies in the Book of Acts 
Larry Miles 

The Second Missionary Journey 
"Paul Preaches in the City of Idols" 

Acts 17: 16-34 

In our last article we studied about the work of the Apostle Paul 
in Thessnlonica and in Berea. The Hcrcans were willing to listen to 
Paul and were willing to test his teaching by wltnt they found in the 
Old Testament Scriptmcs. Let us always be like the Bereans, in that, 
we arc willing to stud)' the Word of Cod. 

In Acts 17:14-15 the brethren in Berea sent Paul to the coast. 
Silas aml Timothy re mained to minist<:l' the Wortl in Deren. T ho 
brethren escorted Paul to Athens. Paul gave them instructions to 
take back to his co-workers in the Berean field. This is where we 
will take up the lesson. We ask that nil follow along in their Bibles. 
Let's study Cod's Word together. 
PAUL ARRIVES IN A1'11ENS: Actsl1: 16 

In the 16th verse we're told that Paul was appalled by the idol
atry on display in Athens. Athens, in Paul's <lay could not boast the 
glory it hail li\'e centuries earlier. 13ut it still was a city of great 
fame. We today might be content to explore the beauties of Athens 
but not the Apostle Pan!. H e felt it his responsibility to preach the 
everlasting gospel to the people of Athens. 
PAUL REASONS I N THE SYNAGOGUE AND Mi\RKE1'PI..I\CE: 

Acts 17:17 
In verse 17 he follows his practice as recorded in Hom. 1:16: 

·• .. . To the Jew first .. :· We find him reasoning in the synagogue 
with the Jews and also with the God-fearing Greeks. J Ie spent time 
also preaching Jesus Christ in the mnrkctplaee. James Burton Coff
man wrote the following concerning the condition of Athens, 

Here in the great pagan, m ctropoiTtan Athens, Paul found a diS$tUStinJ; 
confirmation of what ho nlrcacly kneiV, namely, Ll1at the world throu$th its 
wisdom knew not Cod (I Cor. 1:21). 
PAUL, COMES IN CONTACT WI1'11 CREEK PlllLOSOPHY: 

Acts 17:18 
Tn verse 18 Paul comes in contact with Creek Philosophy. Herein 
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urc mentioned the Epicureans and the stoics. Concerning the Epi
cureans we read this from the footnote of the NIV study l3iblc, 

Originally they ·taught that the supreme good is happiness-but not mer.e 
momt·ntary pleasure of temporary gratification. By Pauls time, however, this 
philosophy had de~encrated into a more sensual system of thought. 
Concerning the Stoics, we read on, 

They tau.l(ht that people should live in ac<-'Ord with natw·e, recognize their 
self-sufficiency and independence, and surpress their desires. At its best, Stoicism 
had degenerated into a svstcm of pride. 

In the latter part of the 18th verse we hear what some of the 
people were saying about Paul. Some called him a babbler, some 
said that he was setting forth strange gods. The reason they said this 
was that he was preacT1ing Jesus and the resurrection. They seemed 
to view that as two different deities. 
PAUL IS BROUGHT TO 1'11E AREOPAGUS: Acts 17:19-21 

It is in these verses that we find Paul brou11ht to :Mars Hill. 
Concerning these verses, H. Leo Boles wrote the fofiowing, 

This docs not mean that they used force to nrrest him; they constrained 
him, or csc_-orted him to the ArcopnJ..rus; this place also hears the munc "Mars 
Hill." Here had often assembled the noblest blood of Athens, the politidans 
of highest rank, the best orators, and the most profound philosophers. It was 
at this place that Socrutcs was arraigned und condemned. 'The Areopagus", as 
used here, was not the hill, but the council of the Areop:tj.,rus, which sat in the 
same hall in the marketplace. We nrc to think of Paul a.~ being surrounded by 
philosophers and professors of Athens University, and lecturers who occupied 
chairs in the university. They asked Paul eoncerning "this new teaching' of 
which they had heard. They added that he had brought certain strange things 
to ·their cars. Hence they would like to hear more about these things. They 
make n polite request to him to tell them more about his "new teacl1ing" or 
"strange gods" which he set forth. 'I1tey must be commended for their desire 
to know; they are different from the Jews and others at Thessalonica and Berea, 
who ran Paul out of the cities. 

PAUI.-'S MESSAGE ON l\IARS HILL: Acts 17:22-34 
In verse 22 we find Paul standing in the midst of the Areopagus. 

He is answering their questions concerning what he taught. In verse 
23 Paul brings up something that had transpired while he was waiting 
word from Silas and Timothy. He had been walking about in the city 
and had come across an idol. The idol had this inscription: "To An 
Unknown Cod." Paul uses this as a stepping stone to present the truth 
about the True Cod. The people of Athens meant this to be a god 
that they may have overlooked. Paul will tell them that this is the 
True Cod. Homer Kent wrote the following, 

He used their admitted ignorance as a basis Jor his message about the 
,tfuc God. Paul explained that God is the creator, the sovereign of heaven and 
earth, the sustainer and director of all things, and is the Omnipresent One." 

In the 26th verse Paul informs tlwm that mankind came from one 
common ancestor, that is Adam. He tells them that Cod had made 
the seasons. He tells them in verse 28 that thev should seek after 
c~. . 

In verse 29 Paul tells his hearers that they arc the offspring of 
God. He informs them that their ideas of God arc wmng. They had 
in mind gods made of gold, silver or stone, gods of graven images. 
Here in verse 29 idolatry is condemned. In verse 30 the need for 
repentance is brought out. Paul tells them that the times of ignorance 
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are a thing of the past. The time of reckoning is here. The cer
tainty of judgment is upon them. He tells them that a day is ap
pointed that He willl'udge the world in righteousness. He tells them 
that the One who wi 1 do the actuall'udging is the One that He, the 
Father, has raised from the dead. T 1at is none other than the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Paul has laid it on the line here on Mars Hill. The 
people there heard the message of the gospel. 

In verse 32 we have the results of the message. Many mocked 
the idea of a resmrection of the dead. But we're told that others were 
willing to hear Paul again. Then Paul left the assembly on Mars 
Hill. In verse 34 we find that some did believe the message of the 
cross and became a part of the Body of Christ. 

We have finished the lesson in the 17th of Acts. We ask all to 
read Acts 18: 1-23. This lesson will get us through the Second Mis
sionary Journey. Always be willing to study and believe the whole 
Word of God. Hemember, spend a part of each day reading the 
Scriptures. Until next time, Maranatlwl ( 1 Cor. 16:22) 

How To Spot A Cult 
by J. Allen Streeter 

The question I am most asked when I speak before church and 
college groups is, "How can I recognize a false cult, and what are its 
distinguishing marks?" Christians are concerned about the prolifera
tion of the cults in our society; and rightly sol Hopefully, this 
article will help the reader become more informed about the nature of 
cultic movements. 

l. Does the group under consideration reject one or more of the 
fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith? These doctrines would 
include the virgin birth of Jesus Christ, His substitutionary death on 
the cross a~ an atonement for sin, His bodily resurrection from the 
dead and His second coming. Also included under this category 
would be the doctrine of the 'frinity and the doctrine of the inspira
tion of Scripture. Such groups as Armstrong's Worldwide Church of 
God, the JellOvah's Witnesses and WierwilJe·s The Way International 
deny one m· more of the cardinal doctrines of orthodoxy. 

2. Does the group under consideration claim to have received 
extra-Biblical revelations? These would be so-called messages f~om 
God that supercede or contradict the Holy Bible. Tiley may be in -..-.: 
written or verbal form. An example of the former would be Reverend 
Sun Myung Moon's Divine Principle. To the Moonies, this "revela-
tion" is more authol'itativc than the Bible. Likewise, the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormonism) believes that its 
"sacred" record, the Book of Mormon is God's Word. 

Another group that claims to possess extra-Biblical documents is 
the Children of God. Founder Moses David (formerly David Brandt 
Berg), contends that his discipleship letters-known as "Mo Letters"
are written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. These epistles 
are accepted by his followers to be God's Word for this dispensation. 
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The Bible, they say, was God's Word for the old dispensation (before 
the COG was founded). 

The latter type of extra-Biblical revelation may take the form 
of prophetic utterances, angelic messages, even dreams and visions. 
When such phenomena contradict the Scriptures or claim superiority 
to Holy Writ, they must be looked upon as being cultish in nature. 
Mormonism teaches that its founder, Joseph Smith, was motivated to 
begin his new religious movement based on an encounter he had with 
the angel Moroni. 

Few people realize that the Unification Movement (the ~loonies) 
was brought to the United States because Arthur Ford, while in a 
trance, proclaimed Moon to be the Christ for this agel All sriritual
istic-type groups (occult) practice some form of extra-Biblica revela
tion; as do a minority of groups that arc Charismatic. 

3. Does the group under consideration claim to have the only 
correct interpretation of Scripture? This is what I call the .. sole 
interpreter's syndrome." The Church of Christ, Scientist (Christian 
Seiem:e movement) teaches that the Bible cannot be properly inter
preted apart from Mary Baker Glover Patterson Eddy's book Science 
ancl Ilealth with Key to the Scriptures. Herbert W. Armstrong, 
patriarch of the Worldwide Church of God, makes a similar claim. 
He says that a tme understanding of Scripture was hidden from the 
minds of Christian leaders for 18!2 centuries. Then of January 1, 
1934, God revealed to him the "plain truth" about the Gospel. Vic
tor Paul Wierwille, the illustrious leader of The Way International, 
writes: "I was praying .... And that's when God spoke to me audibly, 
just like I am talking to you now. He said he would teach me the 
Word as it had not been known since the first century, if I would teach 
it to others." 

Beware of any group or cult leader who claims to have an inside 
track into understanding the Bible. 

4. Does the group under consideration follow a latter-day 
prophet who claims equality with Jesus Christ? Jesus warned that 
many would come in His name claiming to he the Christ (Mat .. 
24:5, 11, 23-26). Such a person is the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, the 
Indian guru, who claims he can establish world peace through Trans
cendental Meditation. The Church of the New Jemsalem advances 
that its late founder Emmanuel Sweden borg, was the Christ for this age. 

Likewise, the Moslems hold that Mohammed is Cod's final revel
ation to man. Not to be outdone, followers of the Baha'i World Faith, 
proclaim their prophet Baha'u'lah to be the incarnation of God for 
the final days of lmman history. (An interesting aside: Baha'ism 
was brought to the USA from Persia in the early 1900s hy the news
paper magnate Hearst. One of the first converts to the sect was 
President Woodrow Wilson's oldest daughter). 

Scripture is clear that "Cod, who at sundrv times and in diverse 
manner spoke in time past ... by the prophets, lmth in these ltl.\1 days 
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, 
by whom also he made the worlds" (He b. 1:1, 2). The Apostle Paul 
reminds us that "in Him dwellcth all the fulness of tile Godhead 
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bodily" (Col. 2:9). One day this same Jesus will return to earth to 
set up His kingly rule (Acts 1:11). 

5. Does the group under consideration .J>ractice closed member
ship or conduct secret meetings open only to the initiated? The Mor
mon's temple rite ceremonies, for example, are not open to either the 
general public or to the average Mormon. What goes on behind the 
closed doors of a mormon temple is held in strictest confidence. Like
wise, witchcraft has its secret covens, and such group.o; as the Rosicru
cians and the Free Masons have their secret "sacred sanctums" where 
outsiders arc forbidden entrance. Usually to become a member of 
these type groups, one must first submit himself to a rigid indoctrina
tion process. He is then initiated into the secret society. 

It is weU to remember the words of Jesus, when He said, ''I 
spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the 
temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said 
nothing" (John 18:20). 

6. Does the group under consideration ove1·-emphasize obscure or 
minor doctrines·~ The Seventh-Day Adventists, for instance, stress 
the importance of obeying the Old Testament laws, especially observ
ing Saturday as the sabbath. The Unity School of Christianity 
teaches that the doctrine of reincarnation is the solution to man's 
dilemma; whereas, the Mormons say the secret can be found in the 
doctrine of baptism for the dead. AU these groups major in minor 
or obscure issues. 

7. Does the group under consideration call upon its members to 
submit totally to the dictates of the sect's leadership? This is often 
the first step in the making of a cult. 

A group that refuses to answer a person's sincere questions about 
faith and practice; that asks its memoers to give up their personal 
possession for the good of the brroup; and tlmt puts its members 
through marathon indoctrination classes must be considered cultish in 
nature. Such organizations as The Way International, est, Lifespring, 
the Unification M-ovement and the Rajneesh Foundation practice vary
ing degrees of submission. 

8. Does the group under consideration have a defective Christol
ogy? ~lost cults have a false concept of the nature of Jesus Christ. 
Tl1ey either reject His fuU deity or His full humanity. The Chris
tian Scientists, for example, hold to a Docetic view of Christ. They 
say He was God, but not man. He only appeared to have a human 
body. The Jehovah's Witnesses, on the other hand, reject the full 
Godhood of Jesus. They claim that He was a created being. This 
was an early Church heresy known as Arianism. It was repudiated in 
the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D. 

9. Does the group under consideration teach that salvation can 
be attained through a subjective experience? This is the common 
denominator in all false religious systems. This concept purports that 
something must happen within man (searching for the divine light 
within), or be done b11 man (chant, meditate, speak in tongues, keep 
the law, etc.) before he can be saved. Subjectivism makes man the 
center of the salvation process. Christianity puts Jesus Christ as the 
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focal point of salvation. The Scriptures teach that salvation is 
NOT 6ased on anything that happens to me, in me or done by me. 
The important event is what was done 2,000 years ago on the cross 
FOR me. "God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself'' 
2 Cor. 5:19). Man's faith is placed totally outside himself and dir
ected to the Person and work of Jesus Christ.-from The Pioneer 

The Prisoner of the Lord 
Summary of a sermon preached by John Stott 

And he lived there two whole years at his own expense, and 
welcomed all who came to him, /"eaclling the kingdom of 
Gocl and teaching about the Lore, Jesus Christ quite openly 
ancl unhindered. (Acts 28:30, 31 HSV) 
Here we reach the conclusion of Luke's narrative and get a 

glimpse of Paul the apostle to the Gentiles preaching in Home, the 
capital city of the world. Yet behind the note of triumph on which 
Acts ends, Paul must have been tempted at times to doubt and de
pression. He had been in prison in Caesarea for two years; then 
came a perilous sea voyage of six months; and now he was under 
house arrest in Rome for another two years, handcuffed to a Homan 
Soldier and unable to go out. Paul was an activist by disposition 
and a pioneer missionary at heart, and it must have been very 
hard for him to be cooped up in jail and on board ship for the best 
part of five years, when he longed to revisit the churches which he 
had founded and to press on to Iound more. How did he bear these 
five "wasted years"? 

I could picture a lesser man champing at the bit, but not so Paul! 
In the prison epistles, there is no sign of impatience, still less of bit
temess against God. Instead we find him writing about joy, peace 
and contentment (e.g., Phil. 4:4, 7, 11) because of his confidence in 
the providence of God. It may be asked: Why did God allow Paul 
to suffer a two year imprisonment in Home on top of his earlier cap
tivity? I am suggesting that there arc at least three reasons: 
To Preach the Gospel in the Capital City 

Paul had cherished a desire to visit Rome for several years in 
order to witness to Jesus Christ. Fo1· Rome was the most stJ·ategic of 
all cities. Being the capital of the Empire, it was the capital of the 
world, and the whole known world round the l\fediterranean was 
ruled from Rome. Of course, Rome was not unevangelized. But the 
church must still have been tiny. Paul knew that if Rome could he 
won for Christ, if the church could be strengthened, consolidated and 
catch the missionary vision, there was no guessing what its influence 
might bel So for years he had set his sights on Rome. Already 
at his conversion Jesus had said throu~h Anania., · ... he is a chosen 
instrument of mine to ca•·ry my name before the Gentiles and kings 
.. ," (Acts 9:15). 

So now at last he had arrived, but as a prisoner under guard and 
not as a free man. However, this did not in the least deflect him 
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~rom his purpo~e. I;Je a~lowed himself only tl~n~e days to recover 
from the nardslups of the JOUmey and then sent for the Jewish leaders 
and told them that "it is because of the hope of Israel that I am bound 
with this chain" (28:17, 20). When they came hack by appointment 
a day or two latm·, he spent the whole day with them expounding the 
gospel, bearing witness to the kingdom of God and trying to con
vince them about Jesus from the law and the prophets. Some were 
convinced by his arguments but others disbelieved, and so he sol
emnly wamed them of the danger:"Let it be known to you then this 
salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen" ( v.28). 
And so they did! 

For two whole years he lived on in !lome. Although under 
constant surveillance, he was free to welcome all who came to him. 
And to every visitor this chained, vagabond preacher proclaimed the 
kingdom of God and the good news of Jesus quite OfJenly and tmhin
dered. Neither soldier, nor superior officers, nor imperial authorities 
placed any restriction on his preaching. His hand was chained, hut 
his mouth was open for Jesus Christ. 

But this was still not the end. After a year or more (during 
which perhaps enquires were being made about his case) his pre
liminary trial took place. Possibly then (or at a second trial later on) 
the promise of Jesus was fulfilled that "you shall stand before Caesar". 
We may confidently affi1m that the Emperor Nero himself heard the 
good news from tne lips of the apostle Paul. But if not Nero, cer
tainly the Praetorium (the supreme Imperial Comt) heard, for Paul 
wrote to the Philippians that "what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel, so that it has become known through
out the whole praetorian guard and to all the rest that my imprison
ment is for Christ" (Phil. 1:12, 13; cf. 4:22). 

So that was the first reason why God allowed Paul's imprisonment 
in Rome, in order that he might preach the gospel there. 
To Suffer for the Universal Gos1Jel 

\Ve might argue that it was not necessary for Paul to be a 
prisoner in order for him to bear witness in the capital city, and ask 
why God did not bring him to Rome in freedom. The answer is 
that he had to suffer (and be seen to suffer) for the gospel which he 
had been preaching (cf. 2 Tim. 2:9). This is tme both in general 
and in particular. 

a) In general nothing tests a man's convictions and proves his 
sincerity lil<e the willingness to endure suffering. Paul's detractors 
often questioned his sincerity. They accused him of being a time
server, even a mountebank, and Paul's sensitive spirit was deeply 
wounded by these allegations. Now he was given the opportunity to 
demonstrate his authenticity and to show that he was prcpa1:ed to 
suffer-even to die-for his faith. 

b) In 1Jarticular Paul was suffering not just for the gospel in gen
eral, but fm· "his" gospel. That is, his particular understanding of it 
as it had been made known to him by revelation. He called it the 
"mystery" which had been hidden for centuries but had now been dis
clost'd, that the Gentiles had been welcomed into the church on equal 

222 



) , 

"' 
' 

I 

terms with the Jews as fcllowheirs, fellowmembers and fellow par
takers of God's promises in Christ. It was for his faithfulness to this 
message that he l1ad to suffer so much. 

On his missionary joumeys, it was when he turned to the Gentiles 
that the Jews rose up in opposition against him. For instance, when 
he was arrested in Jerusalem and defended himself on the steps of the 
barracks, the crowd gave him a quiet, respectful hearing until he 
quoted the words of Jesus to him: ..... I will send you far away to the 
Gentiles" (Acts 22:21 ). At that word all hell was let Joost•. Thev 
waved their clothes, threw dust in the air and screamed .. Away with 
such a fellow from the earth! For he ought not to live" (22:22). And 
it was for his insistence that salvation was by grace alone, through 
faith in Christ, without the addition of circumcision or works of the 
law, that he was hated and opposed by the Judaizers. 

Thus Paul paid dearly for his loyalty to the freeness and the 
w1iversality of the gospel. He had to suffer for it to prove the reality 
of his convictions. And we ourselves today, a largely Gentile church, 
owe our freedom in Christ and our welcome into the Christian fel
lowship partly to Paul's willingness to sufl'er for the truth, and to 
establish the truth by his sufferings. 
To Enlarge His Unclerstancling of tl1e Gospel 

Although J>aul longed to be released, to get out and serve the 
contemporary church, yet as a result of his two year's imprisonment 
he has bequeathed to posterity four prison epistles which have fed, 
taught, guided and inspired not only the contemporary church of 
his day, but the church of every subsequent generation. 

Of course Paul did not write all his epistles in prison! Never
the-less, I maintain that there is something distinctive (in God's 
providence) about the Prison Epistles. It is not only that he had 
more time to reflect and pray, but that the substance of these epistles 
owes something to his prison experience, and much of the content is 
particularly a1>propriate. He was chained by the wrist; but his 
heart and mind were not chained. He was a prisoner; yet Jesus 
Christ had set him free. He was facing trial and possible death; 
yet he had alreacly risen from death, and was alive in Christ. He 
was waiting the Emperor's pleasure; yet the supreme authority to 
which he bowed was not Caesar but the Lord Christ. It seems that 
the Holy Spirit was using his imprisonment to clarify this truth. 
In three of his letters from prison (to the Ephesians, Philippians, 
and Colossians) he sets forth more clearly than anywhere the supreme, 
sovereign, undisputed lordship of Jesus. There is no higher doctrine 
of Christ in any of Paul's epistles than in these. The person and work 
of Jesus arc here given cosmic propmtions. The fulness of the Cod
head dwelt in Christ and worked through him; God created every
thing through Christ and had reconciled all things to himself through 
Christ; Christ is the agent of all God's works of creation and redemp
tion. In addition, because Christ humbled himself, God has exalted him. 
All three letters say so (sec Eph, 1:20-22; Phil. 2:9, 10; Col. 1:15-20). 

It is wonderful that Paul, led by the Spirit should emphasize 
these truths. It S<'ems that through his sufferings he saw Christ's 
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glory more clearly, and through his confilwment lw mugnificcl the 
power and freedom of Christ. \\'hat dicl it matter if he himself was 
laid aside awhile, or even for ever, if God was working his purpose 
out? The Emperor 'ero might imprison him. hut a mere emperor 
could not frustrate the plans of Almighty Cod! Wlmt did it matter 
if he had to die, when he was already risen and reigning with Christ? 
1 t was all a question of perspective. 

What is our pa1ticular problem, temptation or trial? Life can 
be tc•J-rihly frustratiug ami we may not be able at the time to discern 
any divi11e pmpose in our trials (although all are part of his loving 
discipline, proving he is deali11g with us as his children, fashioning 
11s to share his holiness). l3ut the vital thing is our 1Htrspective! 

If Paul had SJWnl his days contemplating his chain, luggilw at it, 
rattling it, shaking il in the soldier's face, his frustration woula have 
grown till it broke him. lie might have gone stark, !>taring mad. 
l3ut he did not. His attention was directed elsewhere. The e\·cs of 
his heart were fi'\Cd on Christ crucified. risen, ascended, rciguillg and 
coming again. And he pondered the truth that Cod had united him 
with tl1is Christ. So he too was risen, exalted, re igning and would 
appear one day with Christ iu glory. This Christian pcrspectiv<' 
chauged everything. 

J Ic knew that already he was part of the new order that Christ 
had established; he.· belonged to the new aae thal Christ had in
augurated; he lived in tl1c heavcnlv places wit~ C hrist. Nothing that 
l\cro or his minions could do could alter this. Nohody and nothing 
could ever wb him either of his prcscut s tatus iu Christ, or of his fu 
lmc inheritance with Christ. lie was no longer a c reature hampered 
by time; he already inhabited eternity. That is why even in his 
bonds he was free ami why, even in our trials, however severe, we too 
can he free. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

I was privilc~ed to attend, at the request of our brethren at Suuth
<'nst, the North American Chri~ti:m Convention which was hclcl in Indian
apolis, Julv G-10. It was n very lwlpful and spiritually upliftin)! experil•nct·. 
What a blcssint: is it to be able to learn from others. I recommend that nil of 
us look to these various t:ntherin,gs of hclie,•ers in an attempt to leam from tl1em 
thin~s which will help us in our work for Christ. Thouj!h we may not :tf_rrer 
with c\'erything we cnn still karn and appl}' to our own work things which will 
enhance our ministries. 

H any of our brethren would be int{·reslecl in scc•ln_g some (l·nnsl:ripts of 
things taught in these four areas, thev can call me and r will try to help: Shep
herding, Worship, Leadership and Church Growth. 

In noting futurt' gatherings, \ 'OU mit:ht he interrstecl in lhe following: Onr 
llocly ... Rcstornt ion Forum, April 21-1 & 20, J !)87 al Cincinnati fiiblc CollcJ,(e 
and Seminar)•. The ~orth American Christian Convention: Oklahoma Citv, OK
july 14-17, 1987; Cincinnati, OIT-jul>• 5-8, 1988: Lonis,•illc, 1\Y- July 11-14, 1989 

Cod bless rou in vour minislrv for Christ.-l'\athan L. l:lurks 
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