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NEWS liND NfJ TES 
Denham Springs Churcl1 of Christ, L a. 

Tho year of J 98fJ was a sil{nifican t 
your for our church family. Of the 
eight who were lmplized into C hrist 
three wore children of m embers and 
live were people reached by our breth
ren. Jn addition seven believer!! pub
licly f:x prcsscd thei r desire to become 
part of our Lord's work here, ten made 
rededications, 1:\venty-one made special 
prayer requests and fifteen olhe rH re
~-punded during our summer revival . 

During tlte year wo conduc ted class
es 0 11 how to do .. one-on-ones" witJt 
unbelieve rs and discipling new con
vorL~. We feel we a rc still lacking and 
arc presently working on a training 
program to enhance uur e lfcctivcne:ili 
in roaching and discipling people . We 
arc a lso looking into using ··small 
groups" as a support and evangelistic 
tool. l.11 additio11 we he ld supnratc 
sclllinars for our 111en and wo1110 11 in 
order to cncourngo and exhort our 
people in their respcctivc areas of w ork. 
W e also had times of fe llowship cen
tered around Dr. James Dobsou's fam
ily odoni AII vidt!os. i\ numhor of hus
bands hud the ir ribs elbowed duriug 
the v iewing and discussion of " What 
Wives Wish T heir llusband~ Knew 
About \ Vomen." The ~haring of home
made ic•> cream w ith one anothe r was 
au cnjoyuhlc part of these tinw.s of 
fe llowship. 

The Young Adul t class w ill have 
ano ther .. crawllsh-boil" this .Sprinl-( as 
a tin1c uf fellowship and a m eans of 
int roduciug new JWnple tr> tho l'lass. 

As wo look to the future it is lhe 
dream of sotne here to sec both c ross
cultu ra l miss iona ries and horne-oriented 
preachers raised up from our church 
fami ly. ~ l:ty God g ive the increase. 

Antioch Christian Camp 
(Route 4, Bark Ilranch Rd., Frankfort, 

Kentucky 40()01 ) 
1\ meeting was cnllccl for ~1nrch 10 

to d i.seuss important questions like loug 
range plans for the camp; this year's 
dcaus :mel camp dates; food shower.~ for 
camp to keep down the cost of tuition; 
formin!( a camp l>nurd; builclin f.( and 
rund UJaln tenntt CC; and buildiug new 
buildings. 

T on1 Mefford serv1;s as U1e d irector 
for 1000. ( T el. : 502-535-6389) 

Mitcilcll , IN 
Dr. Dale jorgenson, retired from 

:'\orthe.1st State University ul Kirk~
v~ ll c, .:1 issouri, p~enched nt the BryanL~
VJIIe C hurch ol C hrist on Sunday morn
ing and eve niJ1g, February 25, ;wd 
lectured on the S tone-C:m1pbell Re
furmntiun ~lu\·enH:nt on :\Iunday, Tues
day, 11 11d Wednesday evenings. 

Cullatin Church of C hrist, Tn. 
'Wo commend four of our men for 

the ir commitment to a once-a-week 
cbss for 16 weeks that will p repare 
them for more effective evangelism. 
Dub Vaughn, V. K. Hulledge, j ohn Mc
Nerney, and Darry F owler will go to 
~ashv•llc each Wednesday night. Pray 
for them and for us to in turn learn 
from t hom. 

Fisherville Church, Ky. 
_David Tapp will begin minis tering 

w1th tho Fisherville Church the firs t of 
April. H e and llcltlt have served at 
tho Hulph Ave. Church ol: C hris t for a 
number of years. D avid has a lso carried 
ou the Sowing ll1e Seed radio ministry. 

Homo Fellowshjp Groups 
T ho 11orllnnd C hurch in Louisville 

began l!uving . bimonthly fe llowship 
gronps. flacy s tarted in Jan. and will 
m eet every otl1e r Sun. nitc th rough 
~lay, a total of 10 tim es. They w ill 
UlCJt ovnlua tc and sec how the Lord 
l?nds alte r that. ile twcen 60-70 peop le 
s•gnt;d up for tho share-praver-&-care 
g roups. Seven g roups meet ' in hom es 
around the Louis\·ille area, and ono at 
tlw church building. Su f:u· the reporb 
are very ~nod . 

Eleven people were baptized at l1orl
laud during 188!J, nud <1 in F e bruary. 

Bro. Alex vVilson is preaching a ser
ies uf expository sermons on 2utl Cor
inth ians. 

Smmnc•· Mi.ssions l 1rogram 
Vic.:tor Broaddus plans to lead an

other summer mis~ i011 progmlll to the 
l' hilippincs, japan, anrl (brief! )') li on~ 
Kong. It will take nbout 6 week-; in
cludiug June & curly july. P nr .;tore 
infor111a tion , write h im at 1'.0. Box 
548•J2, Lexing ton, KY 40555. This 
pro).(ram luis beeu valuablo to m nuy 
people. 

Also, if an yone is ig110ranl of the 
Church of Christ \Vorld-w icle missions 
office, and iL~ variuu.~ ministries, write 
13ro. llrc)ndclus at niJove ndclrt'SS for an 
infnrmntivc bro<.:hlll't!. lie sct·ks to 

Contlnuod on pago 95 
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THEME: 

TEACH THE BIBLE BETTER 
Alex V. Wilson 

You've heard some of those humorous/horrendous stories about 
what children thought they were taught in Sunday school. "Daddy, 
who is that good Mrs. Murphy who will follow me all the days of my 
life?" "Mom, how come in our class we always pray for all the workers 
in the cornfield?" [Translate foreign field, in case that one is new to 
you.] Some children have sung about "bringing in the sheets," others 
about "bringing in the cheese." Pupils have for years lustily sung 
"Deep and Wide," without the foggiest idea of what is deep and wide. 
In fact, do you know? . · 

We laugh, and yet what great damage is done-maybe oftener 
than we think Be sure to read Dr. LeBar's grim portrayal in this issue 
of how sloppy teaching in the beginners' class leads to small atten
dance at adult prayer meetings years later. Four years ago this state
ment appeared in Word & Work: "Too often our Bible-teaching is ill
prepared, irrelevant, impractical and dull. (I hope yours is an ex
ception to that statement). We need more PRAYER; also more 
STUDY of scripture and of the pupils and of effective teaching." Is 
that assessment accurate or not? · 

"More prayer:" It is so easy to assume. that J.ust because classes are 
being held, vital learning is taking place. But 'it, ain't nec:essarily so." 
Behind the scenes rages a spiritual warfare. Satan has blinded human 
minds, and only God's supernatural "Let there be light" can produce 
salvation and growth in holiness (2 Cor. 4). Wonder of wonders, our 
prayers play a significant part in that process. So let's intercede for 
our Bible classes, and students young and old, and teachers and 
trainer-administrators. Let's pray that God's Word will really impact 
lives so that families will be happier and "helpier," that young people 
will be pure and Christ-conscious, that adults will be bold witnesses 
for Him in their work-place, and that young Johnny-after a class on 
David and Goliath-won't say, "rm gonna make me a slingshot," but 
rather, "God's gonna help me defeat the giant problems in my life 
this weeki" 

Brain-sweat is Important 
"More study-of Scripture, and our pupils, and teaching methods." 

We all give assent to the importance of Bible study, but some are 
doubtful about having teacher-training classes, etc. Likewise some 
folks spurn the use of commentaries and other such helps. Charles 
Spurgeon had some wise remarks on this point: 

"The Spirit of Cod does not usually do for us what we can do for our
selves, and If religious knowledge is printed In a book, and we can reacl it, 
there is no necessity for the Holy Ghost to make a fresh revelation of It to 
us in order to screen our laziness. It seems ocld that certain men who talk 
so much of what the Holy Spirit· reveals to themselves should think so 
little of w~t he bas revealed to others. 

But of course we should beware of making such helps our crutch. 
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Keep independent personal study first, and only afterwards use. your 
quarterlies, commentaries and other helps. Test everything by Scrip
ture, of course. But now back to the topic-of teaching-training: When 
so many profitable books, magazines, videos, correspondance-courses, 
etc. exist, it is a shame not to take advantage of them. Consult your 
local Christian bookstore for advice if you need it. 

Meanwhile, let's honor the good teachers among us: "Diligent, 
prayerful, Christ-like instructors, we thank God for you. We com
mend you, we love you, we are sorry that often we overlook your 
labors of love (though the Lord never cines). We pray that He will 
make your tribe increase." 

* * * * * 

Do We Settle For Second Best? 
Joyce Zimpelmann 

When ·you send your children to school, you expect them to 
receive a quality education. Although goals may differ with indi
viduals, at the very least you expect your children to become literate 
in the basics-reading, mathematics, history, etc. As they progress 
from grade to grade you assume your children will be taught and 
successfully master progressively diflicult and complex materials; 
learn to think, reason, and evaluate; and develop sound study habits. 
As they near the end of their formal education, you expect them to 
be prepared for the job market in the field of their choice. If progress 
is not seen, you become alarmed and investigate in an a~tempt to 
determine why your children are not learning what you expect them 
to learn. You may question the teacher's competencies, the admin
istration's leadership, the courses of study offered, the textbooks used, 
etc. As parents you have a right and an obligation to do so for you 
want your children to have every opportunity to learn and mature to 
become successful, productive adults. 
. But what about your children's spiritual education? Is this not 
more important than their secular education? Parents are their chil
dren's first teachers and as such are responsible for their spiritual 
training and guidance; but most parents look to the church for assis
tance with this spiritual teaching. For many children, the church is 
the only source for such training. The church has both the opportun
ity and responsibility for providing an effective systematic teaching 
program not only for its children but for all who come its way. It 
is important, then, that each of us be aware of the teaching program 
of the congregation where we worship. 

How would you answer these questions about the teaching 
program of your local congregation? 
1) Am I knowledgeable of what is being taught in the Sunday School 
classes, youth meetings, etc. in my congregation? Do I care enough 
to find out? 
2) What are the goals and expectations for the Sunday School pro
gram? Junior Worship? Wednesday evening classes? 
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3) Are there prov1s10ns made for the education of people having 
special needs, e.g., newcomers? young parents? singles? "bus min
istry children"? Do classes change as needs change? 
4) Who are the teachers? Are they well-grounded in Scripture and 
able to present the lessons so that the students can understand and 
respond appropriately? 
5) Is there provision for teacher training? On-going teacher in
service or sharing sessions? Is there time for the examination of new 
materials? 
6) What materials are being used in the various classes? Do they 
uphold sound doctrine and advocate those Christian principles and 
values you feel are essential? 
7) Arc the students eager to attend class and motivated to learn? 
8) Do the students see the lessons and activities as relevant and 
applicable to daily living? 
9) Is the educational program of the congregation developed and 
integrated so that the students are receiving a healthy, nourishing, 
balanced diet of God's word? 
10) Are you seeing evidence of Christian growth and maturity in the 
lives of the students? 

It is imperative for each of us as Christians to encourage and 
support a strong Christian education program within our congrega
tions. We need many Timothy's as described by the Apostle Paul: 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and become convinced 
of, because you know those from whom you learned it and how from in
fancy you hnve known the Scriptures, which nrc able to make you wise 
for salvation through Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, nnd training In righteousness so 
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

2 Tim. 3:14, NIV 
It is important that the teaching program of each congregation 

be evaluated periodically as to goals and purposes, curriculum, 
teacher/learner effectiveness and needs so that all who attend may 
become fully-functioning mature Christians capable of sharing their 
faith and beliefs with others. 

[Joyce Zimpelmunn for many years worked in the field of public education as 
well as teaching the Bible. She currently helps lead the chiJdren's worship and 
writes some of the materials used at Southeast Church of Christ, Jeffersontown, 
Kentucky.] 

* * * * * 
Guiding the Preschool Child 

Mary E. Lebar 

It is common knowledge in educational and psychological fields 
that the formative years, the most impressionable years of one'.v life, 
arc preschool years when the chilcrs bcl$iC pattern is formed and aut
tudes are shaped that affect the rest of his life. 
DETERMINING YEARS 

Testimonies are easily gathered from sources concerned with 
mental health, juvenile delinquency, and divorce-the social problems 
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of our day-as to the root importance of the first years of life in such 
areas. For example, according to Parents' Magazine, "Modem psychol
ogists and psychiatrists are convinced that the chances for healthy 
mental development are largely determined during the first six years 
of a child's life." In a magazine put out by Roosevelt College, "It is a 
well-established fact that the seeds of insanity are sown from the ages 
of one to sh:." International Journal of Religious Education asserts: 
"By the time a child is five or six, his emotional pattern and his 
habit structure are fixed. Of course, variations in development can 
be expected in one direction or the other, but in general the pattern 
has become permanently set .... Preventative treatment is better thaa 
remedial medicine." 

Says Parents' Magazine, "Still another recurring stereotype ... is 
that juvenile delinquency mysteriously blossoms out among teenagers. 
The truth is: It begins very early! Citing a study of 500 delinquents, 
nearly half were noticeably delinquent before thel were eight years 
old." Judge Joe Glasser makes this observation: 'It is important for 
parents to concentrate upon the family environment. This is especially 
true during the first six years while basic behavior patterns are being 
established .... I am firmly convinced that almost 95 per cent of the 
juvenile delinquents are such because of environmental factors and 
improper parental guidance during the critical age above set forth." 
Dr. C. W. Hall, Professor of Bible at University of Texas said: "A 
study of the home backgrounds of 300 happily married individuals and 
of 300 divorced individuals reveals the fact that the atmosphere of 
the home during the early impressionable years of a child's life deter
mines his later success or failure in marriage. In other words, a suc
cessful or unsuccessful marriage is usually made in childhood." And 
Time Magazine, reporting a gathering of leaders from industry at the 
Menninger Foundation in Topeka, said that some of the businessmen 
"boggled over the immense importance attached by experts to the 
preschool years in character formation." Dr. Roy Burkhart of Colum
bus, Ohio, declared he was more concerned with what went on in the 
nursery of his church than what went on in the pulpit. 

How much weight does the average church attach to such knowl
edge? If most church members come through the Sunday School, 
as is widely stated, church leadership ought to be concerned with the 
basic training that future church members are receiving. Can we say 
that the best teachers are being chosen to teach the two through five 
year olds? Is there insistence that teachers be trained for such special
ized work? Or is just any willing individual being urged to perform a 
baby-sitting service? Perhaps some zealous soul is seating little 
children in rows and preaching to them diligently each week to "give 
their hearts to the Lord." 

MISLED CHILDREN 
Look briefly at the kind of training that goes on in the average 

church. Take the matter of prayer, for instance. Here is a concrete 
situation: Mrs. S. tells her group of two and three year olds, "Now 
we're going to pray. Close your eyes. Bow your heads." She stands 
before them, closes her eyes, and proceeds to pray. She prays for the 

69 



pastor and the missionaries, the young men in service, the events of the 
coming week, and. for the whole Sunday School. This is a good prayer 
to utter when she is home alone, hut with two and three year olds, 
it is not, for none of them are praying. As the teacher continues, they 
open their eyes and begin enjoying their moments of "freedom." Some 
even get up and walk around till an assistant corrals them, whUe others 
play with any object at hand or with each other. 

Unfortunately the situation is not one of "no learning." Children 
are constantly learning. They are learning that prayer is meaningless, 
long, tiresome-something to avoid when possible. They are forming 
attitudes that will militate against their being in prayer meeting when 
they grow up. Such attitudes may be changed, of course, but they 
are always harder to break once they are established, and many never 
are changed. 

As to the reading of Gocls Word, we may ask what attitudes are 
engendered in young children toward learning Bible verses and having 
the Bible taught to. them? Do teachers "assign" verses for parents to 
teach at home? And how do parents "teach" verses? Are children 
understanding what each verse means, or are they being told to repeat 
words, the truth of which they will need years later? We would 
hardlf teach algebra to first graders on the grounds that it will be so 
usefu when they get to high school! God's own laws of learning and 
remembering are against the system so widely used in churches to 
justify some of the material given to small children. 

Nonetheless, the child still learns something about Scripture. It 
is meaningless, it is a chore, verses are something to be said for adult 
approval, a star, or a prize. The Bible has no relevance to life, and so 
he forms a habit of sitting and outwardly "listening" to get adult ap
proval with his mind turned off. He repeats glibly, "Let us love one 
another," and forthwith proceeds to hit the child next to him. The 
teacher scolds him but makes no connection between the Bible verse 
and the deed; neither, of course, does the child. Pastors grieve over 
the unchanged lives of adults who sit Sunday after Sunday through 
biblical sermons~ But early in life the people learned to let pious 
truth and daily living run in parallel courses. 

RIGHT GUIDANCE 
Children are so pliable, easily led, open to suggestion, and ready 

to love what we make lovable to them. Good training is available, 
not only in secular schools and Bible schools which give educational 
insights even by correspondence, but in easily available hooks. Cur
ricula for, nursery and beginner departments have methodology and 
helps for; the untrained teacher in recognition of the usual local church 
situation. Bible materials suitable for the young child and ways of 
teaching to make truth vital and relevant to his life triay be obtained 
from evangelical publishers. Would that churches insisted that 
teachers follow such material. Within the lessons, verses and Bible 
stories are carefully selected, carefully used, and repeated to make 
them a part of the child's thinking and living. Short verses are re
peatedly use'& in conversation, rather than formally taught in parrot
like repetion. · ·Activities are so geared into Bible teaching that the 
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child, from his first years in the nursery department, learns he is re
sponsible to live what he knows. Real teaching involves helping the 
child to understand the truth and to put it into action. 

In regard to giving, it is certain that good habits of bringing 
money to church will begin long before the child has much appre
ciation for the value of money. The time when he does come into 
such appreciation varies from chlld to child, depending upon his 
experiences. His offering should be called "money," not "pennies," 
and should be brought for the valid motive of love for the Lord. 
It is not "to give to Jesus," but "to help in Jesus' work." "Giving to 
Jesus" is taken too literally by the nursery child to render it a clear 
expression for him. That is, he is likely to identify the Sunday School 
secretary who collects offering envelopes as "Jesus," as some little 
children have done. The generalization, "Jesus' work," may be de
fined, even in the nursery, as buying pictures and chairs, or paying 
for the lights and the heat. 

Prayer also may be real and a delight for children two and three 
years old. One idea is enough for one pray~r, which must be offered 
when the child is prepared and feels thankful or ready to confide in 
the Lord something of interest to Him. Expression must be short and 
pointed. Posture is perhaps the least important thing, althouJdt even 
a small child can feel the helpfulness of closing his eyes so lie does 
not see other children while he talks to God. 

TRAINING FOR TOMORROW 
Were pastors and church leaders to look into the preschool de

partments of their own churches and see how few of them operate 
with understanding and skill, they would begin to show concern for 
the foundational training that is being given. Children will continue 
to grow up with habito; that defeat what the pastor is trying to accomp
lish. And pastors will continue to grieve over the hardness of the 
human heart. Adults will act as they have been trained to act, for 
the laws of human development are God's laws. 

* * •. * * 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS HEAR 

Cries of Broken-Home Teens 
·Teens whose parents separate or divorce feel wlnerable, root

less. When homes are split, according to counselor James Hilt, Sunday 
school teachers and·routh leaders must be prepared to hear and re
spond to four cries o broken-home teens. 

1. "If I were good enough or responsible enough, Mom and Dad 
wouldn't have split." Adult l.e~,tders need to show the teen that this is 
false guilt. The responsibility for the separation or divorce rests 
squarely on the parents. The teen's guilt is counterfeit, guilt which 
God does not want him or her to suffer. 

"If their false guilt is not resolved," cautions Hilt, author of How 
to Have a Better RelatioMhip tvith Anybody (Moody), "teens may 
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punish themselves consciously or unconsciously by doing drugs or 
alcohol, withdrawing, or even trying suicide to 'atone.' " 

2. "Please let me cry." The multiple losses of a ruptured home 
cause a teen to grieve. Let him or her know that's healthy and it will 
take time. Teachers should encourage the grieving teen to draw sup
port from them. This "venting," which the psalmist repeatedly did 
with the Lord, helps release pains and aids in the "grief work" process. 

3. "I hate them." The teen may fixate on all the harm and loss that 
has come to him or her and will replay the painful events as one 
would play records. This is natural for a while, but eventually, the 
needle must be taken off. 

The teen needs to begin forgiving those who hurt him or her. 
This may be the most difficult thing the young person has ever done. 
God can give the power to accept and forgive each person toward 
whom he or she is bitter. 

At the same time, the teen needs to see that accepting circum
stances does not mean having to count the sources of trouble as good. 
The bitter disputes and severance of marriage are never good. Ac
ceptance is not the same as approval. 

4. "fm no good." Often teens' seH-esteem plummets. Caring 
Sunday school teachers can help raise it again. Find ways to affirm 
teens. Help them keep their heads above water emotionaJly, until 
feelings of God-given value and personhood begin to stir inside them 
once more. 

"Statistically, the tragedies of separation and divorce may seem 
overwhelming," said Hilt. "But teachers and youth leaders can 
wonderfully touch some of the victims of this epidemic. And they 
will never forget your help." 
-This article distributed by David C. Cook Publishing Co., 850 N. Grove, Elgin, 
Jllinois 60120. 

* * * * * 
A MESSAGE FOR TEACHERS: 

Jesus, The Master Teacher 
David R. Reagan 

Jesus was the greatest teacher who ever lived, for He was God 
in the flesh. The book of Job says: 

God is exalted in His power. 
Who is a teacher like Him? 

Job 36:22 
The answer to the question posed by this scripture is, of course, no 
one; and Jesus of Nazareth proved that. 

In Matthew 7:28 we are told that "the crowds were astonished 
at the teaching of Jesus because He taught them as one who had 
authority-and not as their scribes." Let's consider some of the reasons 
the teaching of Jesus was so powerful and effective. 
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Grounded in the Word 
To begin with, the teaching of Jesus was grounded in the Word 

of God. When He began His teaching with the Sennon on the Mount, 
He said: "Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them. For 
truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a 
dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished" (Matt. 5:17 & 18). 

On another occasion Jesus said "The Word of God is truth" 
(John 17:17). Jesus preached the Word. He taught the Word. He 
lived the Word. 

It was, in fact, Jesus' emphasis upon the Word of God that re
sulted in His death. As He preached the Word, He drew people 
away from the traditions of men, and that infuriated the scribes and 
Pharisees who therefore plotted against Him. 

Energized by the Spirit 
Another reason for the effectiveness of Jesus as a teacher is that 

He taught in the power of the Holy Spirit and not in the power of His 
Hesh. I don't believe Jesus ever once prepared a lesson that was 
based exclusively on His own experience, insight, or wisdom. He 
looked to God. He operated on the power of the Holy Spirit in ful
filment of prophecy (Isa. 11:2). 

Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and indwelt by the Spirit 
from birth. Yet, He did not go forth to preach and teach until He had 
received a mighty anointing of the Spirit at His baptism. Jesus 
recognized the source of His teaching power and He often acknowl
edged it publicly, as at the synagogue in Nazareth when He applied 
the words of Isaiah to Himself: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 
... " (Luke 4:16-19). On another occasion He said, "The Father who 
dwells in me is the one who does my work" (John 14:10). 

Focused on Jesus 
A third reason the teaching of Jesus was so powerful is because 

His teaching focused upon Himself: 
• "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no one comes 

to the Father except by me" (John 14:6). 
• "Whatever you ask in my name I will do it, that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son" (John 14:13). 
• "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another even as I loved you" (John 13:34). 
• "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in 

me, though he die, yet shall he live" (John 11:25). 
• "Truly, truly I say to you, before Abraham was-1 ami" 
~John 8:58). 

• If you knew me, you would know the Father also" (John 
8:19). 

• "You search the scriptures because you think that in them 
you have eternal life; but it is they that bear witness to 
me" (John 5:39). 

Adapted to Needs 
A fourth characteristic of the teaching of Jesus that made Him so 
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effective was His adaptibility. He adjusted to circumstances. He was 
willing to toss aside His lesson plan and focus on the needs of the 
moment. · 

A good example of this characteristic of His teaching can be 
found in Luke 12. As the chapter begins, Jesus is speaking about the 
evils of Pharisaism. He gradually sliifts into what appears to be a 
major discourse on the leading of the Holy Spirit, but He hardly gets 
started before He is rudely interrupted by a young man·who asks Him 
a totally irrelevant question. 

But Jesus responds to the impertinent question differently than 
most of us would. He does not rule it out of order and then return to 
His learned discourse on the Holy Spirit. No, He sets His lesson plan 
aside and zeroes in on the covetous attitude of the young man who 
interrupted Him. In the process, He proceeds to present the parable 
of the rich fool, and through that parable He teaches a powerful les
son about relying on God rather than the riches of this world. Now 
that's what I call adaptibUityl 

Varied in Method 
Another thing which contributed to the power of Jesus' teaching 

is that He was very flexible and varied in His teaching methods. Note 
the great variety of techniques which He used: 

1) Startling hyperbole-"Pluck out your eye." "Hate your own 
life." "Become like a child." 

2) Vivid analogies-"Be born again." "I am the vine." "1 am the 
bread of life." 

3) Probing questions-"Who do men say that I amP" "Which is 
easier, to say 'Yow· sins are forgiven' or to say 'Rise up and walkP'" 
"What man of you, if he has one sheep and it falls into a pit on the 
Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift it outP" 

4) Profound paradoxes- "Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth." "Love your enemies and pray for those who per
secute you." "The first will be last and the last first." "Whosoever 
would be great among you must be your servant." 

5) Penetrati11G. observations-"Let him who is without sin cast 
the first stone." Render unto Caesar what is Caesar's and unto God 
what is God's." 

6) Fascinating parables-"The kingdom of heaven is like a trea
sure hidden in a field which a man found, covered up, and went and 
sold all that he had so that he could buy the field." 

7) Exciting action or ob;ect lessons-When He turned the water 
into wine. When He fed the 5,000. When He called the little chil
dren to Him. When His disciples reaped grain on the Sabbath. 

The teaching of Jesus was grounded in the Word, energized by 
the Spirit, focused on Himself-and it was adaptable and flexible. 

Lived in Life 
A final factor which gave power to the teaching of Jesus is that 

His teaching was exemplified in His life. Jesus lived what He taught. 
The quality of His life transformed the lives of thousands. And the 
quality of that life continues to this day to transform the lives of mil
lions, for "although He was the Son of God, He learned obedience 
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through what He suffered; and being made perfect, He became the 
source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him" (Heb. 5:8 & 9). 

Now, having completed this survey of the characteristics of 
Jesus' teaching, let me ask you a question: How does your teaching 
compare to that of Jesus, the Master Teacher? 

Questions for Teachers 
For example, is your teaching grounded in the Word of God? Or 

does it proceed from the wisdom of man? Paul said: "I do not teach 
the gospel with eloquent wisdom lest the cross of Christ be emptied of 
its power." (1 Cor. 1:17). Paul also said: '1 do not want your faith 
to rest in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God." ( 1 Cor. 2:5) 

Is your teaching energized by the power of the Holy Spirit? Is 
it bathed in prayer? Or do you rely upon your own cleverness? Paul 
wrote that the mysteries of God's Word must be "spiritually discerned" 
( 1 Cor. 2:6-16). Paul also wrote: 'We have renounced disgraceful, 
underdhanded ways: we refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with 
God's Word, but by the open statement of the truth we would com
mend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God" ( 2 Cor. 
4:2). 

Is your teaching flexible and adaptable, always aimed at speaking 
to the needs of people? Or is it rigiC:l, stifling, aloof, and theoretical? 
Do you teach with compassion and love, or do you have a dogmatic, 
sectarian attitude? Paul advises us that "the Lord's servant must not 
be quarrelsome but kindly to every one, an apt teacher, forbearing, 
correcting his opponents with gentleness" (2 Tim. 2:24). 

More Questions 
Is your teaching Christ centered? Or is it focused upon the 

traditions of men? Which are you more interested in: indoctrinating 
people with doctrines or bringing them into a closer relationship with 
Jesus? Do you focus on Jesus in all your teaching? For example, 
when teaching the creation, do you point out that Jesus was the Word 
by which God spoke the creation into existence? Do you point out 
that the animal coverings which God supplied Adam and Eve were 
a sacrificial type pointing to the sacrifice of Jesus which would provide 
a covering for our sins? Do lou show students how Jesus is portrayed 
in Noah's ark and the ark o the covenant? Do you show them how 
Jesus is reflected in the lives of Joseph, Moses, Joshua, and David? 

Finally, do you live what your teach? Do you present a good life 
style example to your students? Paul said: "Set the believers an ex
ample in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity" ( 1 Tim. 
4:11). 

Do you communicate by your actions that you consider your' 
teaching responsibility to be an important one? Do you arrive at class 
on time? Do you take a personal interest in your students? Do you 
prepare your lessons? Do you really prepare them? Or do you throw 
them together hurriedly on Saturday night to the inspiration of Fantasy 
Island and Love Boat? 

Apostolic Advice 
The Apostle James says; "Let not many of you become teachers, 

for· those of us who teach shall be judged with greater strictness" 
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(James 3:11). Don't let that statement frighten you; let it sober you. 
Let it impress upon you what an honor and glory it is to be called of 
God to teach His Word. 

* * * * * 
Want to be a good teacher? Read this! 

BIBLE TEACHING-Fun and Awesome 
Joe Bayly 

Sept. 2: It's fun to teach Sunday school. 
I know it's a heavy responsibility, it takes time for preparation, 

it ties me down, it's draining, it's hard to get through the lessons when 
I have a headache-but it's fun. 

To see comprehension replace puzzlement on a student's face, 
to hear words of certainty from one who not long ago was filled with 
doubt, to follow another into the joy of discovery, share a smile or 
laugh, be aware of quiet trust and expectant waiting, feel warmth and 
respect and love-it's fun to teach. 

It's awesome to teach. 
To speak for God, to explain His Word, point out the way, share 

with others the lessons His Spirit is teaching me-it's awesome to 
teach. 

I teach with fear and trembling, fear lest I obscure the way rather 
than reveal its radiant track, trembling lest I be a hypocrite, castaway. 

Yet I teach. By faith in God, I teach ... the God, "who is able 
to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of His glory with exceeding joy .. .' 

And teaching, I am taught. My teachers are God and my class. 
Each teaches me of the other, each brings me closer to the other. 

Sept. 16: Learn by Doing 
Sometimes I assign projects to members of the class I'm teaching. 

Things like reports on books, what the Bible says about a certain 
subject. 

When we studied Amos, which speaks of God's judgment on a 
nation that forgets the poor, I asked one man, a sociologist, to prepare 
a report on poverty in the United States. (When he gave the report, 
we discovered he'd concentrated on J:?OVerty in DuPage County, the 
county in which we live. That brought it home to all of us in a way 
that the whole country wouldn't.) 

At the end of that series of lessons, I assigned a project to each 
member of the class: Bring in a project you intend to do personally, 
or as a family, to help poor people. It was exciting to see how crea
tives and yet down-to-earth the projects were. 

I'll have to think up more projects related to lessons. This takes 
time, which may be why I don't do it very often. But the results 
far exceed the investment of time, like a lot of things related to 
teaching a Sunday school class. 
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Oct. 7: A Lousy Classtime 
I failed today. 
The lesson didn't come off. I know it and the class knows it. 
First, there was that tangent. I should have stuck to the lesson 

when Matt raised the question; I should have said, "Matt, if you want 
to, we can discuss that after class. Or sometime during the week. I 
want to get through the lesson, and I don't think enough people are 
bothered by that to justify taking the time to discuss it now." 

I know, and Matt knows, that there are some questions that 
bother so many people that it's necessary to consider them in class, 
even if you never get back to the lesson. But this wasn't one of them. 
So we wasted fifteen minutes. I mean, I wasted fifteen minutes. 

Then I tried to cover everything in the lesson in the time that 
remained. I rushed through the material; I even said, "There's no 
time for questions" when Grace raised her hand. 

I know I should have settled for getting the main point across. 
But I didn't. I had to dump the whole load because I'd prepared it. 

Then the culmination of the miserable class session was when 
Frank disagreed with me and I cut him off. I could see people's 
heads jerk back. 

I'll have to tell them I'm sorry next week. I hope they'll forgive me. 
I hope You'll forgive me, Lord. Thanks. 

Oct. 29: Good Teachers Care 
I spoke at a Sunday school convention in New Hampshire last 

week. 
During a workshop, I asked the people if there was one Sunday 

school teacher from their own childhood they remembered above the 
rest. About half of them answered yes, there was. So I asked why, 
and they had some interesting answers-like the ones I've had in other 
place. 

"I was special to her. I could tell she was pleased that I was 
in the class." 

"He came over to the schoolyard during the week to play ball 
with us." 

"She told me my dress was pretty. We were poor, and my own 
mother and father were so busy they probably didn't have time to 
notice me or compliment me. But my Sunday school teacher did." 

One woman said, "My mother died when I was eight years old. 
My Sunday school teacher literally carried me through the next two 
years by her love for me." 

What always strikes me when I ask that question, "Why was the 
teacher special?" is how it's the caring that people remember, the 
love, the affirmation those teachers gave to their students by their 
words and actions. 

I'm pretty sure they must have known the Bible, must have pre
pared carefully. But that's not what these grown-up men and women 
remember years later ... when they have picked up the responsibility 
for teaching and earring. 

A Sunday school teacher doesn't just teach the lesson; he/she is 
the lesson. 
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Nov. 11: Good Classes Care 
We had a great time of sharing concerns and praying for each 

other at the beginning of class this morning. _ 
I think the class would continue to meet, even if there were no 

lesson. We've found out that we can depend on each other, that 
we can trust each other, that we can be open with each other. 

I guess one thing we've found out is that we're not alone with 
our problems. Other Christians have the same ones, whether it's 
older children who have gotten awa)' from the Lord, relatives who are 
seriously ill, loss of employment, final exams, important decisions, 
personal or family crises of various kinds. 

This week I had a letter from a woman in another part of the 
co1,mtry. That letter made we realize what a priceless treasure we 
have in our class' warm fellowship. 

"A young couple in my church separated-the wife left her hus
bapd to return to her parents in another state. The young man broke 
down in a Wednesday night prayer meeting and asked for prayer, 
saying that he had examined himself before God and thought that he 
was doing everything he knew to make things right with her. But 
he wanted the people to pray for their reunion. I felt strong embar
rassment on the part of the congregation, and lack of deep caring. 
The church is his only family. My distress for him was made worse 
when the only comments I heard later were that he should have known 
better than to speak of such a private affair in a public service." 

Thank God we can speak of "private affairs" in our Sunday school 
class. I think every church needs such safe places, places of refuge 
and Christian concern and support. 

Dec. 2: A Fly in the Ointment 
A pastor was discussing a problem involving the highschool class 

in his church with me at a Sunday school convention . 
.. We've got the best possible man to teach those kids," he said. 

And when he explained the teacher's background, work, family and 
interests, I had to agree. "Yet we keep losing students from the 
c1ass. It's about half the size it was when he took it over." 

"Tell me more about the man," I said. "What's he like as a 
teacher? Have you seen him in action, if not in the teaching situation; 
then on the church board or somewhere else? What's your first im
pression of him?" 

The pastor was silent for several moments. Then he said, '1 know 
the answer to the problem with his class. He's sarcastic. He can 
make you feel that bif-here he spread his thumb and index finger 
about an inch apart- 'if you disagree with him or don't quite see 
things his way." _ 

Teenagers are tender plants, easily wilted by a strong wind. A 
tender touch, a tender teacher is needed. 

For adults too. And children. 
]an. 13: Acting it Out 

This morning I tried role play, a teaching technique rve seldom 
used. (Maybe I don't try different ways of teaching because fm 
afraid they might fail. ) · · 
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But this role play really succeeded, both in holding the class' 
interest and-more important-in advancing what we were studying. 

We'd b~en thinking about the Christian person's attitude toward 
death, especially in the light of the ethics of the right to die. So I 
read a case study of a teen-age girl who suffered complete kidney 
failure and was on dialysis. 

I asked different people in the class to take the parts of the girl, 
her parents, her younger sister, her physician and her pastor. The girl 
had separate conversations with each of these people about her desire 
to go off dialysis and be permitted to die. · 

Most of the people who played the roles matched the sexes and 
ages. But when it came to the girl's conversation with her doctor, I 
asked a physician who is part of the class and a young woman to take 
the parts-then switched the roles. (The real-life physician played the 
teen-age girl; the young woman played the physician.) 

The high point was a conversation between the teenager and her 
younger sister. The two young women (college students) actually 
seemed to become the persons whose roles they had assumed. Mine 
weren't the only moist eyes after that particular role play. Talk about 
psychodrama! 

We were as close as we could possibly come to such a heart
rending problem without actually experiencing it. And we under
stood the difficult emotional and ethical considerations in far greater 
depth than would have been the case if I'd merely lectured. 

March 24: Accepting, not Judgmental 
It must have been about a year ago that John and Kathleen asked 

to say something to the class. I had a hunch that they were going to 
teH about their daughter, Becky. I was right. 

John was the one who told the story, one that I knew already, 
along with the pastor and a few others. But the class-and the church 
itself-had not previously been aware of the serious problem. 

In a simple, straightforward way, John told how, nine months 
before, their fifteen-year-old daughter had run away from home. 
They notified the police and searched for her everywhere, without 
success. 

Then, about a month ago, the police found her: living with pros
titutes, addicted to hard drugs, in an evil part of Chicago. 

Becky was really spaced out when they found her, but it was 
only after examination h)' a team of psychiatrists that John and Kath
leen realized how seriously she had been damaged. "They tell us she 
has to be put inn mental institution," l,ohn said, struggling for control. 
"She's so sick that they don't think shell ever be able to leave. One of 
them even said it would be no help to visit her there-that perhaps 
we'd better just forget we ever had a daughter." 

Then, after a moment of silence, John concluded: ·we wanted to 
tell you about this so you'd pray with us. Becky's in the institution 
now,· but we know God can do anything. He can heal her, and we 
hoee you11 p~y with us that He will-in spite of what the doctors told 
us. John and Kathleen sat down. 
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The class was deeply moved. Someone stood up to pray; then 
others prayed too. 

Like I said, that was about a year ago. And we've been praying 
ever since. 

This morning John and Kathleen asked to say something again. 
Only this time the two of them were radiantly happy when John spoke. 

'We want you to know that Becky came back home last week. 
They've discharged her from the state hospital as cured. And she 
really is. She's already back in school, and she'll even be getting a 
job. I think you can guess how we feel. We want to thank you for 
sharing our heavy burden, for praying for Becky." 

Again people prayed, this time praising and thanking God. 
And in my heart I thanked Him for a class that cares, a group of 

Christians with whom John and Kathleen felt safe in sharing such a 
heavy concern-safe from a judgmental attitude toward them, or 
B(•cky, or how they had raised Becky. 

I had one other thought: "Ye have not because ye ask not." 
April 21: Stimulating Questions 

I can't explain it. 
Sometimes there are three or four hands in the air at once. (My 

class is too large for students just to speak out). Then I'm pretty sure 
the lesson is making people think and respond. 

Other times there are no hands. I ask a question and nobody 
answers. 

I've found that the questions that get results start with "how" 
and "why." Like "How do you think Moses felt when his own people 
turned on him and refused his help?" Or "Why shouldn't we worry 
about the future?" 

When I ask that sort of question, I'm making people think, ex
pecting them to think. I'm letting them put things together in their 
own heads. 

In my opinon, people of all ages (not just adults) like to discover 
things for themselves, rather than be limited to what the teacher says. 
When I ask a "how" or "why" question, I open up this possibility to 
my class. 

There's another question I like to ask. It's this: "Have any of 
you had a similar experience?" For instance, "to what Moses had 
when his own people rejected him"? 

Why should the class be limited to my perceptions, my feelings, 
my experiences, when they have equally authentic ones to share? 
And when someone does share, his/her experience will probably speak 
to members of the class who can't relate as well to my age or lifestyle 
or background. 

Today I asked the right kind of questions and the class still sat 
on their hands. I gave them the opportunity to share their own 
thoughts and experiences, and only one or two responded. 

Maybe it was just the rainy Sunday doldrums. It's a miserable 
gray day. 

Or am I rationalizing? 
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July 4: A Teacher's Rewards 
I taught a series of lessons on death and the Christian a few 

months ago. 
Today Bruce came up to me after class and said, '1 want you to 

know that those lessons on death you taught some time ago have 
chan~cd my whole attitude. 

· f ve had a series of tests at the hospital this past week, tests 
that could reveal something pretty serious. 

"I don't know the results yet, but the smprising thing is that I'm 
at pence. I've found I can really trust God. So I wanted to thank you." 

Adapted from I Love Sundny School, by joseph Dayly. @1987 David C. 
Cook Publishing Co. Used with permission. 

* * * * * 

Carl Kitzmiller 

Church-going seems mostly to be sitting and listening to dull preach
ing, Oll(l l get so tired of it. Why isn't there something for Cl~rlstians 
to do? 

One cannot always lay the blame for dull church-services at 
the same place. Of course it is possible for preachers to be duU, 
giving out very little and taking a long t ime to do it. In hearing 
preachers I am sometimes nmnzed nt how a bushel of words may 
be used to express a pint of thought. Some are guilty of the lack 
of shtdy and preparation that lies back of "inspiration." Likely 
most churches arc not careful enough in providing a bit of variety 
in the services. Those who lead in the worship services do some
time allow things to be mechanical, habitual, and dry, as though 
there were virtue in "sleep-walking" through the standard routine. 

J n most instances it is not fair to classify the church services 
as mere preaching services even if the preaching is dull. Nor can 
the general unrest with church-going be traced totally to the preach
ing. Since it comes in for a good measure of criticism, however, 
and since it occupies more time normally than any of the rest of 
the service, we must deal with it. With all the fnilmes, it is likely 
true that more good preaching is being done in our day than ever 
before (We speak here of the ability at speech-making, not the 
doctrinal content). Thjs docs not stop the unrest. Although one 
could justifiably be impatient with much preaching which lacks in 
Bible content and as a message from Cod, the dissatifnetion voiced 
in the question is also to be found where true servants of God faith
fully and ably declare His Word. 

81 



The hearer must share considerable blame. He may be dull 
of hearing ( Heb. 5:11). He listens to the preacher in about the 
same way a poor student listens to his algebra teacher. Neither 
one intends to disturb many brain cells. Of course, the best of 
presentations soon become boring when this is the case. Again, 
modern man is so conditioned to having music, words, advertise
ment and such like from the radio or television flowing around and 
over him that he finds it easy to sit in the church service and let the 
same thing happen. He does not really listen unless the preacher 
has a good comedy routine to rouse him from his thoughts (or sleep). 

After years of observing I am persuaded that many are bored 
with church services because they have a very poor concept of 
worship. Many people simply do not participate in the services as 
worshippers of God. They think in terms of "listening to someone 
say a prayer" or "listening to a sermon" or "enjoying (or failing to 
enjoy) the songs." Perhaps too often all of us are listeners and 
observers rather than participants in the church services. As the 
question implies, much dullness can be overcome by something to 
do-by participation! In the kind of worship services that truly please 
the Lord, everyone toill be doing something. That "something" is 
not necessarily a public part-reading, leading a song, etc.-but 
active worship! Brother Blank's prayer may be dull if we just 
baH-hearted listen to it, but if we pray with him and see ourselves 
as petitioners before God's throne, even including our own whispered 
praises or pleas, and intelligently say the "Amen," it will be a totally 
different matter. If we just "listen" to that sermon on fundamentals 
which we learned years ago it may bore us, but if we think of the 
unsaved ones in our midst and "help" the preacher bring that message 
by our prayerful concern, it will be a totally diHerent matter. If we 
really tune our hearts to listen for the voice of God to us through 
the voice of His messenger, the sermon will take on a new dimension. 
In a great measure the problem of boring church services is solved 
when we cease to be church-goers and become one of the assembled 
worshippers of God. 

In the matter of "something to do" both in and out of the wor
ship services we need some better concepts than those which generally 
prevail. In all except the smallest churches there simply are not 
enough "official" and organized duties to go around. Women, more
over, are limited in their participation in the services ( 1 Cor. 14:34). 
So long as we think of doing something merely in terms of speaking, 
song leading, ushering, etc., there will be those who have no part 
-nothing to do. The truth of the matter is that there is more than 
enough to do-if one is not looking for prestige, credit, recognition 
or such things. The Christian who lives his convictions, maintains his 
morals, befriends others, and has the reputation of being a good man 
is doing something! The Christian who carries on his own personal 
work campaign, spending untold hours trying to reach someone, dig
ging in to discover better how this is done-is doing something. We 
need to dismiss the idea that in order to do "church work" that work 
must be organized, recognized, and scheduled for (let us say) Tuseday 
night. This is not to say that some organized programs may not be 
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very useful and cooperation with them desirable. There is strength 
in unity. Our plea here is for Christians to recognize the wide range 
of "something to do" that is open to them. 

Or must we be like a child who declares, "But I don't want to 
do that! I want something big, important, or glamorous to dol" 

VOICES froan the FIELDS 
"The Field is the World" 

Irene Allen Eagle River, Alaska February 6, 1990 

Winston and I want to express our appreciation for each telephone 
call· and letter received these past two months. Especially do we 
thank each one who upheld us in prayer. God has answered and I am 
much improved from the virus which laid me low Dec. 4. It caused 
much pain and weakness but complete recovery is expected. We 
were warned of the danger of lung involvement, but that never oc
curred. It is wonderful to be relieved of the years'-long coughing 
caused by bronchiectasis. We believe the statement, "All that we 
?ow ~xp,erience will be used by the Lord some way. Nothing will be 
mvam. 

Our expanded facilities are a joy to the group here and several 
new ones are attending. We continue working on interior furnishings. 

Alaska has had an over-abundance of snow this winter (reported 
to be 70% above normal), along with a lot of sub-zero weather-20 
degree below is predicted for tonight. There is concern that breakup 
will cause widespread flooding. 

We're looking forward to having Norman (regrettably without his 
family) with us June 23- July 9 and David and his family June 30 
-July 7. 

Moto Nomura Japan January 27, 1990 

This year 1989 was our most wonderful, richest and busiest year 
in Jesus Christ as we endeavored to serve Him in serving His churches 
and His people within the Church or without. I wished/wish I had 
48 hours a day instead of only 24 hours. I realize that prayers of 
many in churches in U.S. have been behind us. I don't know how 
to thank them for their love, prayers, and sacrifices. 

The mountain ministries have been suddenly well rewarding as 
we have come much closer to various kinds of people here in meeting 
their needs with our smile and love that come from our Savior Jesus 
Christ. . Two high school kids want to attend Portland Christian School 
if it is Okayed by Uncle Sam to issue an 1-20 form for foreign students. 

The unity efforts within churches in Japan promoted by me have· 
been richly answered by our Lord. Dr. C. Leonard Allen, the co
author of Discovering Our Roots came to our Bethany Home and con
ducted an annual preachers fellowship study together with mission
aries from Christian Churches in Japan. 
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The Hachiman-yama House-Church ministry is also wonderful. 
Starting this year we will remain in the mountains on every 5th 
Sunday to serve the people here while they will hold their own 
meeting in our daughter's apartment. It is a small house-church but 
is rich in fellowship with each other in Jesus Christ. 

I teach both Church History and Historical Christian Thought on 
Fridays in our newly started American Christian College, an extension 
program of Milligan College in Johnson City, TN. This semester we 
have two boys. Last semester one. We hope to see some additional 
students in next semester that starts next April. 

The mountain ministries clo need missionary hands more than 
ever before. We are seriously praying to God for more workers. 
We've cultivated good soil for more workers to come in to assist us. 

George Galanis Athens, Greece February 13, 1990 

Sophia's health is slowly running down. Only the medicine she 
takes every day keeps her in shape to do her household duties. She 
is, however, growing in the Lord. Her great affliction bas taught her 
to trust the Lord and obey. 

The Lord keeps me very busy in His field. I am the main minister 
at Coridallos church, and responsible editor of our magazine "Search 
and Believe." I have the care of three thousand precious souls (who 
enrolled in the correspondance courses), and occasional visits at dif
ferent small congregations in the country. Besides a lot of studying 
and praying for effective preaching. 

The Fund for the church planter is coming up slowly. We are 
earnestly praying for the right person. Only God can provide funds 
and person to do the job. 

Crystal ( & Ted) Hardin Tegucigalpa, Honduras February, 1990 

Honduras is in difficult straits at present with shortages of many 
goods. Several of our teachers have not bad propane for cooking for 
a month. We almost had to close school because there was no diesel 
fuel for buses. Gasoline has been rationed at the pump for weeks, and 
there is no bright outlook for coming weeks. Inflation has been bad
many prices up 30% in the last two months. 

Elizabeth (&Tom) Lowe Till April 30: Operation Mobilization February 26 
P. 0. Box 28, Waynesboro, GA 30830 

In November we traveled to Louisiana with my brother Victor 
Broaddus and his wife Mae. She and I were speakers at a ladies' 
meeting .... Tom and I have both been very sick with pneumonia 
since January, and are having a hard time getting our strength back. 

We have given notice to the 0. M. team here in Waynesboro that 
we will be leaving the end of April. Tom bas been training Robert 
DeBron from HolJand since he arrived the middle of October to take 
over as the literature warehouse manager. We have felt for some time 
now that we need to go home and do something \vith our house. We 
came in August of 1986 to help out for 6 weeks and after seeing the 
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need agreed to come back and work through the winter .... We need 
your prayers as to selling our home and just what our future holds for 
us. We have several mission groups we could work with that could 
be more part time. There are also other 0. M. fields open to us. 
Please pray that we will be willing to do what the Lord would have us 
to do. After April 30th our address will be 636 W. Utica St., Sellers
burg, IN 47172. 

Hosea, The Heart and Holiness of God 
''Leave Him Alone" 

(HOSEA 4:1 -19) 

Ernest E. Lyon 

The opening of chapter four introduces nearly all the rest of the 
book. In it the great emphasis will be on the holiness of God, but 
the loving heart of God will always be present. Probably we have 
here a condensed account of Hosea's preaching over about a seventy 
year period. It is an indictment of the nation in its terrible pollution. 
We will note some of the most important of these things as we go 
through the chapter, with the last five verses as the climax of tlus 
message. 

The first verse closes with this terrible indictment of Israel: 
"There is no faithfulness, no Jove, no acknowledgment of God in the 
land." The people of Israel were acting contrary to what God had 
called them for. Then note how thoroughly verse two points out that 
they were breaking the Law He had given them. These things are 
the underlying cause of the judgment already showing and the worse 
judgment that was coming. 

"Because of this, the land mourns" -solumn words indeed to the 
people that God wanted to bless and use. But please do not think that 
these words apply only to Israel. Just look around you in this country 
and see how living conditions in this country have deteriorated over 
the past few decades. Locked doors, alarm systems, fear of Aids, 
drug addiction, murders multiplying with our national capital tl1e 
"murder capital of the country," thousands of homeless people with 
no homes, etc. You might ask why, but just remember our heritage 
and the fact that we now have the authorities taking God out of all 
public life and public officials joining in the sins that Israel had. Just 
as much worse was to come for Ismel, so we need to pray for our 
country that it turn back to God. 

In verse six we get to tile root of the problem: "My people are 
destroyed from lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowl
edge, I also reject you as my priests." This was very true of Israel, 
of course, but have you considered how true this is of America? Just 
think how the knowledge of God is available in this country today. 
Yet also think how prophetic t1Us verse is of the 1990's. All kinds of 
false religions can be taught and read in our schools, for example, but 
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in many places for a teacher to have a Bible on his desk is considered 
enough of an offense to bring about being fired. We have the Bible 
in more translations than any other country probably, but even though 
an amazing number have been sold, think how few ever get studied, 
even by church members. 

God's reaction to man's rejection and the deplorable conditions 
that are the results of forsaking God take up most of verses 6b through 
14, so let us pass on to the last five verses of our chapter. 

The verse which I would emphasize is verse 17, "Ephraim is 
joined to idols; leave him alone!" This verse is often misunderstood. 
It is often taken to mean to keep away from the sinner, have no con
tact with him, forsake him. And this is done with the implication that 
God will treat Israel that way. But remember that later on in 11:8, 
God cries out, "How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand 
you over, Israel?" No, it is not to abandon Israel that he is warning, 
but for Judah to have no part in the sins of Israel. The cry in 15a is 
correct-"Though you commit adultery, 0 Israel, let not Judah become 
guilty." When the saint and sinner become bosom companions, it 
is most often the saint that is changed, not the sinner. 

Let us look at the subject of idolatry before we go further. The 
most common idolatries of the Old Testament were the worship of 
Baal, Moloch, Israel's worship of the golden calf at Sinai, and in 
Hosea's time, the calves in Bethel and Dan. Outside the Bible
Zeus, Diana, Astarte, Venus, etc., show the idolatry of the pagan world 
of the New Testament days. But as you think of idolatry today, 
don't turn to Africa, or India, or Japan-think about America. In this 
country idolatry generally consists in an attempt to worship God while 
denying the finality of the unveiling of God that came in the person 
of Jesus. "He is the image of the invisible God" (Col. 1:15). Treating 
Jesus on n merely human level, thinking of Him only as the greatest 
human teacher, this too is idolatry. 

But let us not forget that covetousness (greed) is idolatry, the 
worship of possessions. That, I am afraid, makes this as idolatrous 
a nation as there is in the world. People talk much about the "Ameri
can dream." What is that?-nothing liut the desire to have enough to 
be independent of God! That is a subtle form of idolatry that alfects 
many without their realizing it. It is then appropriate to note that 
"joined to idols" literally means "being held under by idolatry"
fascinated in an evil sense; held by the spell of idolatry. Just as 
Israel was drugged with its own pollutions of golden calves, much of 
America is drugged by the desire to have more, and need I point out 
any more proof than the fact that lotteries are becoming so popular 
and many church members are taking part. Why? Because they 
want to be rich, independent of God or man, by getting money that 
was spent by others on the lottery instead of buying the necessities 
that were needed to provide their families with their needs. 

G. Campbell Morgan made a comment about sixty years ago which 
sounds very up-to-date: "The supreme terror of the present hour is 
that of the satisfaction of humanity with false forms of religion, which 
satisfaction is issuing in lust, and license, and dethronement of God." 
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That attitude believes that there is no God who cares and we should do 
"what feels good." Humanism, the religion of our government, is the 
denial of moral responsibility and we are seeing the results in our 
locked houses, our dangerous streets, abortions, murder, etc. 

"Leave him alone." Remember your loyalty to God, and do not 
compromise. Loyalty to Christ cannot let us co-operate religiously 
with those who deny Him in any sense. I knew a man who went to 
no church who used to make a statement of the belief of many-"Now 
there abideth faith, hope, and love, and the greatest of these is toler
ance." He was speakiilg of the tolerance that is high treason to God. 
Such people have a patronage of Jesus which consents to name Him 
as one among others and make them equal with Him. We must stand 
firmly for the absolute supremacy and finality of Jesus. 

As much as I respect and love the Jewish people and am grateful 
for the things they stood for in the ancient world in holding to one 
God and giving us the Bible and providing the way for Jesus to be
come a man, I can not sit down with a Rabbi on equal religious terms. 
He must stand by his conscience, but I must stand by my Lord and 
Savior. Jesus Christ is the "Image of the invisible God" so I can not 
compromise. 

God told Judah to leave sinful Ephraim (i.e., Israel) alone. But 
He is not going to let them alone; He is going to deal with them. 
When the days come that Israel realizes that Jesus is their Messiah, 
then we can stand with them religiously-but not till then. 

However, this call to separation does not include bitterness 
toward those from whom we separate religiously, whether it be Jews, 
Muslims, or any other religion. They are human beings and in need 
of being shown Christian love as much as our fellow church members. 

No Man is an Island 
Don McGee 

We called him "Oz" and you can find his name engraved on "The 
Wall" in Washington, D.C. with over 50,000 other names. He was 
young, good at what he did and certainly had no desire to die at 
such a young age. Oh, he knew he was taking a chance. But we 
all knew we were taking risks, yet they were calculated risks-not 
unlike the risk one takes each time he drives to work or dines out. 
Anytime you fly 9,500 feet over enemy territory you take a certain 
risk. But we knew where the anti-aircraft artillery batteries and the 
surface-to-air missiles were located and those sites were conscientious
ly·avoided. 

Except on that night. The aircrift commander, a young man in 
his early twenties, decided (against procedure) to maneuver the 
plane for greater mission effectiveness and in his maneuvering the 
young Captain got too close to an enemy weapons system. The radar 
tracking alert system sounded its warning but it was too late. In less 
than one second after impact my friend and three other men were 
dead A Russian built surface-to-air missile took them out-not a 
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trace of anything was ever recovered. Today my friend's bones are 
scattered over the Vietnamese landscape, thousands of miles from his 
home. He died because of the inexcusably foolish decision of another 
man. 

No man is an island. What we do, say or believe in (or don't 
believe in) will affect someone else. Believe itl I've seen mothers 
recoil in horror while fathers, with clenched fists, scream "Why?!" 
when notified of the death of their teenager in an alcohol related 
crash. Sometimes the answer to "why" is found in only a few steps 
to the family refrigerator where Dad's beer is kept. In one instance 
one had only to drive to the parents' place of business-a very profit
able liquor store. How terribly expensive the price for their affiuence. 

Young girls have been known to throw themselves at the feet of 
the first man to show them any kind of attention and affection. They 
simply never received any from their fathers. On occasion a young 
man will become a life-long agnostic because a godless university 
professor showed him more attention and encouragement than his 
Christian parents. 

No, my Christian friend, we are not islands in a sea. To a very 
great degree we are our brother's keeper; and especially so when that 
one is a member of our family. We must be adamant about in
stilling this great tnath into that person we see in the mirror each 
morning. 

I certainly hope a member of my family does not physically 
perish because of a foolish decision I make as a pilot or as the driver 
of an automoblie. But more importantly I do not wish to see one I 
love so much, and am responsible for to a large extent, perish in hell 
because I was a stumbling block. The sea with a millstone would 
indeed be better. 

RESTORATION LEADERS: 

Wo Carl Ketcherside 
From Piecemaker to Peacemaker 

by Boyce Mouton 

William Carl Ketcherside was hom on May 10, 1908, in a crude 
miner's cabin in the midwestern United States. 

He was an exceptionally gifted child and when he entered the 
first grade he was advanced to the second in only two weeks, the third 
by Christmas, and was in the fourth grade by the end of the school 
year. He was permitted to borrow only four books each week from 
a travelling library. In four days he had read each of the books twice 
and was eagerly awaiting the next arrival of the library. He re
mained an avid reader throughout his life and at one point averaged 
reading a book a day for a period of seven years. 
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Carl began preaching at the age of 12 and from then until his 
death was much sought after as a speaker. He authored 34 books 
and became the subject of two Master Theses and three Doctoral 
dissertations. 

For more than thirty years, Bro. Ketcherside was a leader in one 
of the most narrow and factional groups in Christendom [the anti
Sunday-school, anti-orphanage, anti-Christian schools sect of the 
Churches of Christ-ed.l. He frequently engaged in public debates 
with other Christian leaders over the meaning of the Scriptures. Later 
he described his former ministry as that of a "piece" maker instead 
of a "peace" maker. 

A dramatic change came over him in 1951 while preaching in 
Belfast, North Ireland. In that divided and strife torn part of the 
world he saw his bigoted and divisive mentality in a new light. 
Though he had been a preacher for more than thirty years, his own 
spiritual life was miserable and desolate. Like the church at Laodicea 
he had once considered himself as "rich and increased with goods and 
in need of nothing" when in reality he was "wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked." 

Carl came to realize that the words "Behold I stand at the door 
and knock" were not spoken to alien sinners, but to a lukewarm 
church. So he applied these words to himself. That night he knelt 
down on the cold floor of an unheated church house and agonized 
in prayer. A deep snow was upon the ground outside. For more 
than an hour he wrestled with his own conscience while the persistent 
Christ continued to knock at the door of his heart. 

At last in desl?,eration he opened his heart to God in a new and 
living way. "Jesus' he said, "did just exactly what He said He would 
do." Carl Ketcherside arose from his knees a new man. He not 
only had a new relationship with God ... hut also with his fellow be
lievers. For the first time he was able to listen to and learn from those 
with whom he differed. 

Carl became recognized by Christian leaders around the world as 
an apostle of peace and unity. For many years he was the editor of a 
monthly journal called "Mission Messenger" which was read by people 
across all denominational lines. 

Carl was determined to spend his "retirement" years in the inner 
city. He sold his home in suburbia and moved into a modest apart
ment. The base of his operation was a building which had formerly 
been a tavern and house of prostitution. Just before Carl claimed 
this building for Christ it had been firebombed, killing one of the 
women. 

When his wife Nell passed on to be with Jesus he continued in 
the work but found it difficult to sleep at night. Though physically 
exhausted from a long day ministering to the "least of these" he found 
himself the victim of such chronic problems and pain that he would 
lie awake for hours or spend much time before dawn in prayer and 
the study of Scripture. 

Neighbors found Carl's body on the morning of Thursday, May 25, 
89 



1989. He had apparently died in his sleep. Thus, Carl Ketcherside 
has come to experience the ultimate freedom. On this earth he was 
free from factional fear and human manipulation. He never had a 
salaried position in the church from which he could be fired or a 
religious contract which anyone could cancel. He lived so modestly 
and frugally that even his meager Social Security check was complete
ly adequate for all of his earthly needs. 

He still, however, was clothed in a body of humiliation. An 
earthly tabernacle which groaned and travailed with the rest of 
creation. 

Now, however, he is totally free! He has passed from this vale 
of suJfering to a land where there are no tears and where the former 
things have passed away. 

May we be imitators of him, even as he was of Christ . 
• • • • • 

Envoy of Love and Unity 
Leroy Garrett 

Carl Ketcherside was a "wing commander," to use his term, of one 
of the most legalistic sects among Churches of Christ, and he ac
cepted only those who conformed to his party line. When I met him 
for the first time, 40 years ago, there was some question in his mind 
as to whether he could fellowship me. I had to pass his litmus test, 
and since I was ns sectarian as he was, he had to pass mine! But in 
the years that followed we embarked together upon a great adven
ture, freedom in Christ. 

This I would name as the essence of Carl Ketcherside's long and 
fruitful ministry: his capacity to change course and move in a dl9er
ent direction. Like Alexander Campbell before him, who confessed 
that "I was once so strict a sectarian that I was like the Indian's tree in 
that I leaned a little the other way," Carl often admitted that he was 
once factious and divisive and that he had asked God to forgive him. 
He was able to give the last half of his life as a peacemaker and was an 
envoy of unity. He believed that his most important discovery was 
that peace and unity could never come to Coils people through argu
ment or debate but only through forbearing love. "Only the dynamic 
of love will do it," was his continual theme. 

Even though he had only a high school education, he was un
usually knowledgeable. This was due not only to a gifted intellect 
but to a lifetime of consummate reading. Even as a boy he read 
everything he could get his hands on. Along the way he learned to 
think-critically, creatively, boldly. He often plowed new ground in 
his study of Scripture, Mission Messenger, which he edited for 37 
years. 

Shedding the Shackles 
Some of the distinctions he made went far in freeing people from 

sectarian shackles, such as the diHerence between fellowship and en-
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dorsement, that is, we can fellowship a person without endorsing or 
approving of all that he may believe or practice. The distinction he 
drew between the apostolic proclamation {gospel) and the apostolic 
teaching {doctrine) was also effective, the former being what creates 
fellowship and the latter being what enriches fellowship. Most liber
ating of all may have been the distinction he drew between the 
New Testament (New Covenant is better, he would note) and the 
New Testament Scriptures. The New Testament is not the 27 books 
that we call the "New Testament," but the covenant relationship we 
share in Christ through faith and baptism. It disturbed some people 
to be told that issues like speaking in tongues, societies, and instru
mental music are quite apart from the New Covenant and the gospel 
of Christ. It also set folks to thinking when they were told, "All 
truths are equally true, but not all truths are equally important." 

Another ingredient to his genius was his eternal optimism. He 
was always up and never down, and he was always out on the growing 
edge. He was convinced that this is a great time to be alive, and that 
we arc at the very brink of a glorious reformation of worldwide 
proportion. 

Carl had a way of giving people hope, even a drunk or a prosti
tute on the street. He made people feel better about themselves just 
by being around him. Like his Lord, he sought to save people, not 
to condemn them. Being in his company was sheer entertainment. 

A born public speaker, he was an orator of the old school. Even 
as a boy he won forensic contests. He began preaching when only 
12, standing on a box so that he could be seen from behind the pulpit, 
and he was holding revivals at age 13. His hosts would call him in 
from playing marbles, saying, "Come on Carl, its will soon be time for 
you to preach." Whether for his own good or ill, he was billed as the 
boy wonder preacher. He wore knee rants until he was a teenager. 
The elders of one church told him that i he was going to be a preacher 
he needed to discard his knee pants, so they took him to town and 
bought him his first suit-with long pants! He could move an audi
ence as few people can. One man who often heard him in his prime 
was recounting the large numbers that Carl baptized, and n~ded, "It 
was hard to stay in your seat with Carl Ketcherside preaching." Even 
in his latter years it was common for him to receive a standing ovation 
when he pleaded for unsectarian Christianity, as he did at the World 
Convention of Churches of Christ during its San Juan assembly. 

We miss the ,real Carl if we do not recognize his delightful sense 
of humor. He believed an audience would listen to him with less 
prejudice if he could give them something to laugh about. The only 
time he ever spoke at Abilene Christian University he ran the risk 
of having a prejudiced audience. When scoring the shallowness of 
our sectarian thinking he said at one point: "And tbere•s the division 
over The Herald of Truth TV program. Those who support it never 
watch it, and those who oppose it never miss it!" I noticed that the 
president of the college was laughing as was most everyone else. 

Those of us who were his contemporaries and knew him person
ally were uniquely blessed. I am confident that he will have a noble 
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place in the history of our people. Future generations will be blessed 
by his writings, his ministry, and his life; and they will honor him 
more than we have. 

A few lines from Edwin Markham catch the essence of Carl 
Ketcherside's life and work: 

For all your days prepare, 
And meet them ever alike: 

When you are the anvil, bear
When you are the hammer, strike. 

He was often the anvil, and he knew how to bear. He was some
times the hammer, and he knew how to strike. 

0 • • • • 
Carl Ketcherside-Almost a Martyr 

Bill Pile 

In 1961 I had already decided I didn't like Carl Ketcherside. He 
was dangerous. He believed that division was a tragedy. He thought 
God's sheep were scattered on sectarian hills. Of course, I couldn't 
swallow that. I wasn't even ready to acknowled~e that I was on one 
of these sectarian hills. I wouldn't (and didn t) walk across the 
street to hear him speak. 

I always wondered who was the scoundrel who put my name on 
the Mission Messenger mailing list. For sure I never let other mem
bers of my sect know that I was reading it. I made sure no one was 
in my study when I read it. 

Then I read each issue. No, I dissected it. I underlined the 
errors faithfully. I wrote rebuttals in the margins. I even rushed to 
my typewriter to counteract the errors in my own publication. But 
the bottom line was-I read it. 

In keeping with my worst fears, I fell in love with Carl's style. 
And then I began hearing what he had to say. And swallowing hard 
when I knew he was right. And getting a headache when I pondered 
the implications. Finally, I ended up on my knees, this time with a 
different prayer. Repentance. Not only for being a sheep on a sectar
ian hill, but for helping build those hills. And fencing them in. 

0 how I loved his style! How could anyone not! But it was 
more than style. The truth he wrote hit me with all the force of a 
plank planted between the eyes of a mule. Hear him who "still speaks, 
though he is dead." 

We are not in Christ because we belong to the church; we are in the 
church because we belong to Christ. 

Only a vertical fellowship can be sustained, for if each is joined to Jesus 
directly, and through Jesus to his brethren, he must first sever himself from 
Jesus in order to be divided from any other member of the body. 

Most of those who have written have begun with n false premise about 
fellowship. They have heen misled into assuming thnt fellowship was some
thing extended or withdrawn by the church. Contrary to this view, fellow
ship is a state or condition into which we are called by God through the 
Good News concerning Christ (I Cor. 1:9) ... Fellowship is not endorse-
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ment. It is not unanimity of opinion or conformity in interpretation. We 
do not come into the fellowship because we see everything alike, but be
cause we are in fellowship we strive to see things alike." 
Carl's pen was sharp. If you read Mission Messenger very much 

you shed some blood. 
In our congregations are many who have been convinced of the 

propriety of "water baptism" who have never been committed to the Christ· 
life at all. They trust in a name over the door of the meetinghouse or 
In their conformity to a rite. We do not derogate either of these when we 
point out that the basis of our hope is our relationship to the Father through 
the Spirit. This is the reason why the congregations are filled with persons 
who partake of the Lord's Supper on the first day of the week and partake of 
worldliness the other six days. It accounts for the action of many who never 
forget to watch their favorite television program and never remember to 
study their Bibles. It helps to understand why men will rush from the meet
inghouse with the final Amen to light up a cigarette and burn the lung
searing incense to the great god Nicotine, spending more for the tobacco 
they puff into the air than for the support of proclaiming the Word to the 
lost. 

Carl knew how to love his antagonists into fits of heart-burn. 
The reaction to my stand by entrenched partisans is interesting. Because 

I steadfastly refuse to become aligned with any of their parties and retain 
the right to think for myself "without benefit of clergy" they assume that I 
am not sincere and am a mere self-serving opportunist. They just simply 
cannot conceive of how any man can love those who differ with him, so 
they consider that my love is not genuine. They are waiting {somewhat 
wistfully in some instances) for me to crack up and reveal the same old bitter 
factional attitude which I once manifested. They wait in vain. There have 
been too many long nights of weariness and praying, too many tears, too 
much heartache to return to the narrow, bigoted, intolerant, selfish, arrogant 
attitude of yesteryear, forged by the chains of orthodoxy. Whatever happens 
to me now, whether I live or die, it will be to the Lord and to no party. 
I shall face nny eventuality as a free man in Christ Jesus. Praise his holy 
name I 

His humorous stories were legion. And he wrote them with a 
very funny pen. 

I shall never forget that once when I went to a southern state I visited 
the home of a brother who was an elder in a little congregation back in the 
piney-woods. I went to invite him to my tent meeting but he could not 
come because the brethren with whom I was working used individual cups 
in the Lord's Supper. For two solid hours I listened to him as he argued 
for "the faithful church" which was "true to the Book" on what he referred 
to as "the cups question." One year later when I returned to the area he 
was In prison for moonshining. He wns operating a still and the Feds had 
him under observation at the very time he was talkin" so earnestly to me. 
Bootlegging was not bad if you had only one cup on Sunday ... Not every 
case of camel-swallowing is a<; obvious as this. Some brethren have been 
engaged in the art for so long that they "pop camels" like others do pills. 
(Swallowing Camels, Ensign, 11/78) 
Carl's lack of formal education beyond high school was a real 

shock to me. Rarely have I met a better educated man. The acclaim 
he received world-wide attests to the validity of learning at the feet 
of Jesus. I discovered in private conversation the exact reason why he 
ended his influential magazine, Mission Messenger, in December 1975. 
It was becoming too influential. A cult was forming around him, he 
told us. And that was the last thing he wanted. Thus he virtually 
ended a brilliant journalistic career. 
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In his humility he had his proud moments. At his home he 
was anxious for us to see a plaque awarded him by a Texas congre
gation. It was their "Marty Award," [granted to those who "almost 
become a martyr"], given to Carl for having taken the slings and 
arrows of the brotherhood so graciously. Engraved on the large 
plaque was a soldier shot full of arrows, and below it the appropriate 
inscription for Carl. 

Carl was an oral communicator too. At the first meeting we 
attended at the Cornerstone, Carl spoke for about 40 minutes to 50 
teenagers on suicide. They listened, and stayed to talk. His lessons 
from 1 Peter at Oak Hill Chapel were delivered completely without 
notes, yet were replete with historical, grammatical, hermeneutical and 
theological references. No wonder many of the students had been 
attending for 37 years. He gently taught the street people at the 
Cornerstone about grace. And we listened the day they fed back to 
him their understanding. It was profound! As profound as you might 
expect in a seminary classroom. 

Soaring above all Carl's qualities previously mentioned was his 
love for people. We found out early why his waistband was a bit 
strained. He ate with everyone. At the drop of a plate, fork, knife 
and spoon. He never forgot a name. He was a bugger. He was 
conversant with street people because he was on the streets (at age 
80). He was shattered for weeks when one of his alcoholic friends 
was found dead in an alley near the Cornerstone 

Perhaps the memory of Carl we want to cherish most was his 
custom of beginnin~ each Tuesday morning Bible study with the song 
"Because He Lives,' arm in arm with Tim, a Down's Syndrome young 
man in his twenties. They shared the message of that song, both in 
different ways, but both with equal conviction. Tim will be joining 
Carl, sooner than later. And we're clapping for an encore. 

[The 1st and 3rd articles were originally in One Body, and the 2nd in 
Integrity. All three ore condensed. For more about Brother Ketcherside, see the 
Aug. '87, Nov. '87, and Aug. '89 issues of Word and Work.] 

THREE GOOD BOOKS ABOUT DEPRESSION 
Some helpful books dealing with depression (last month's theme): 

More Than Coping, by Elizabeth Skoglund (World-Wide Publica
tions; 102 pages) is back in print! Years ago in Manila I was helped 
by this book and its ~different" approach-part biographical and part 
topical. The four main chapters are about coping with depression, 
with suffering, with human needs, and \vith imperfection. They con
tain insights from the lives and teachings of Charles Spurgeon, Amy 
Carmichael, Hudson Taylor and C.S. Lewis, respectively. Since all 
those folks fit into my top-100 favorite people, it was good both to 
read about them and also many quotes from them. Here are some 
of Spurgeon's thoughts about depression: 

Glory be to God for the furnace, the hammer and the fire. Remember 
that the Lord is nigh us. The refiner is never far from the mouth of the 
furnace when the gold is in that fire, and the Son of God is always walking 
in the midst of the flames when his holy children are cast into them. 
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H the Christian did not sometimes sulfer heaviness [depression], he 
would begin to grow too proud, and think too much of himself. Instru· 
ments shall be used, but their intrinsic weakness shall be clearly manifested; 
there shall be no division of the glory, no diminishing the honor due to the 
Great Worker. ''Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord." 

Those who have been In the chamber of amlctlon know how to comfort 
those who are there. Who shall speak to those whose hearts are broken, 
who shall bind up their wounds, but those whose hearts have been broken 
also, and whose wounds have long run with the sore of grief? 

Another helpful book is Here I Stand, a splendid biograJ?hY of 
Luther by Roland Bainton (available in paperback; 336 pages). An 
entire chapter of eleven pages is devoted to "The Struggle for Faith" 
-Luther's lifelong bouts with depression, and ten or so tactics he 
used to overcome it. Let me add here the fact that Luther also 
had his share of happiness and (like Spurgeon) also had a well
developed sense of humor. Yet his emotional struggles were some
times titanic. 

When Someone Wants to Die is a 32-page booklet about suicide. 
The author, a Christian, has often wrestled with desperate cravings 
to end it all. She tells various experiences of her own and of others. 
She also points out that in the U.S. more people die from suicide 
than from homocide, and that there has been a 300% increase in ado
lescent suicide since 1965. The last three sections of the booklet are 
"Do You or Someone You Know Want to Die?"; "What to Do if You 
are Alone and Thinking about Suicide"; and "What to Do if Someone 
says, •1 am Going to Kill Myself.' •• Published by InterVarsity Press 
@ $1.95. 

NEWS AND NOTES, continued from inside front cover 

promote world missions awareness and 
action; and also forwards money to 
overseas workers without deducting 
for his services. Every church should 
know about CCWWI 

Young Preacher Seeks Summer Place
ment 

Russell Westbrook of 202 Martin 
Drive, Richmond, KY 40475 is the son 
of a teacher at sec during its time. 
lie went with Victor Broaddus on a 
smnmer missions project to Asia. He 
was involved in campus witness, lead
ing Bible studies at EKU; also has 
preached at times, and now is a junior 
at Ky. Christian College. He is inter
ested in summer ministry. For further 
Information contact him; or Victor 
Broaddus ( 606-253-9834). 

an article from the April 1988 W & W 
-about the Bible's teaching on crea· 
tlon, written by Cedric McEwen. I 
chose this article because It Is nn In· 
tensely timely discussion of Issues af
fecting our young people. 

I didn't have time to write to ask 
for permission to reprint; I hope you 
arc not offended. 

Editor's Reply: The precedJng letter 
was from John Kernan. We are de
lighted that he gave that article a 2nd 
chance to be heard! As far as I am 
con<.'Crned, anyone is free to reprint 
W & W articles (except those from 
other sources which are copyrighted), 
so long as they are used in a positive 
manner-not to stir up strife. Brother 
Kernan is the grandson of a dear mem· 
her nt Portland, now long deceased. 
Christian Standard recently noted that 

East London, South Mriea John & his wife Heather will observe 
In the current issue of my youth their 40th anniversary of missionary 

magazine, Future Lenders, I condensed service in South Africa in April. He 
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bas worked with church planting and 
publishing Christian literature. He 
''established the Christian Literature 
for Africa mission. John also preaches 
& teaches In the churches. Heather 
teaches & encourages the women in the 
churches and carries on a program of 
'Food for the Elderly.' " Their home 
address is II Jasmay Place, Nnboon 
Valley, 5241 East London, South Africa. 

Tench World Missions in Sunday School 
It's encouraging to see some S. S. 

publishers stressing missionary work. 
i''or instance, Sweet Publishing Co. 
(serving Churches of Christ mainly) 
has a quarterly for 4th-6th graders, en
titled Passport to Adventure. Lesson 
titles include, Will the real missionary 
please stand up?; People are more alike 
than different; What color is God's 
skin?; To cat or not to eat; Meet n real 
live missionary; etc. That sounds good! 
Address: P. 0. Box 161909, Ft. Worth, 
TX 76161-1909. 

Then College Press, Box 1132, Jop
lin, MO 64801 (serving ind. Christian 
Churches mainly) has produced 13 
Lessons on Missions. It is written for 
adults who wlll never become mis
sionaries themselves but should be In
formed about God's worldwide plans 
and work. Every Christian should be 
interested in that, and this quarterly 
looks helpful. Chapter titles inch,de 
Missions-what? why? where?; What 
missionaries are like & how they live; 
How they get to the field; Understand
ing "furloughs"; Missions & strategy; 
Missions & the local church. 

We recommend you check up on 
these materials. They could be used 
either during S.S. or on Wed. nights. 

Portland Christian School, 2500 Port
land Ave., Louisville, KY 40212 

mJttcd to His Service," rdlects the 
dual aims of the day whlch are spirit
ual enrichment and encouragement to 
be involved in practical service to God. 
The "L.I.D.'' Is a meeting held yearly 
which meets in a different part of 
Kentuckiana each time. 

Many Conversions in Tell City, Ind. 
The death of a man on New Year's 

Day gave opportunity for Bob Morrow 
and Jerry Carmichael to hold home 
Bible classes with his extended family. 
Result was that 12 people were bap
tized Feb. 20 and 8 more-all from the 
same family-were baptized March 1. 
In addition 3 other young people re
ceived Christ on Feb. 25th. We re
joice in this harvest of souls. 

New Book by Dale Jorgenson 
Theological and Aesthetic Roots in 

the Stone-Campbell Movement is the 
title of Dr. Dale Jorgenson's latest 
book. It should be interesting to those 
who enjoy church history and also 
the arts. He wrestles with the question, 
Are there theological reasons why this 
movement bas produced only a few 
outstanding painters, poets, musicians, 
etc.? He explores common Restoration 
nttlludes over the years about tho 
relationship between truth & beauty, 
mind & heart, practicality & the arts, 
"the cabbage & the rose," as someone 
has put it. An interesting fact is that 
famous poet Vachel Lind~ey has strong 
ties to the Restoration Movement. And 
an interesting 7-page essay Is contrib
uted to the book by Trudy Jones Mc
Rae, an SCC alumna and member of 
Ebenezer church, an artist in sculp
ture and painting. 

Because the publisher, Thomas Jef
ferson University Press, made only a 
small press run of this book, its price 
i~ out of sight: $39. It will be used as 
a reference work in Christian colleges 
probably. I'm glad I was sent a free 
reviewer's copy. If you live nearby, I'll 
lend you mine! 

Since our indebtedness wa~ wiped 
out last year, contributions have de
clined & we are slipping back into 
debt. The income is falling short of 
meeting expenses by approximately 
$3000 each month, & we are presently Bouquet from a New Reader 
3 weeks behind in salaries. Regular First issue of W & W received. Such 
gift~. small or large, from churches, good reading-it makes for sisterly dis
classes or individuals can overcome this cussion. Keep up this good work. You 
problem by God's help. are in my prayers for this labor. 
CALLING ALL LADIES -Mrs. Robert Koll, Jennings, La. 

The annual Ladies Inspiration Day BIG GIFT FROM A LONGTIME 
will be held at the Portland Church in READER 
Louisville on Saturday, April 21. The One dear lady from the south re-
theme, "Compelled by His Love, Com- ccntly sent in funds to pay for the 
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subscriptions of twenty-four diffe rent 
individuals or families!! Friends, why 
don't we all "go and do likewise"! 

jem1ings Church oC Christ, Lu. 
LADIES II ELP OUT 

Seven ladies voluutecred the il· ser
vices fur chureh secre tarial work. A 
new directory is Lho firs t project lbey 
will work un, p)w; typing c;Licndars and 
keeping up with attendance. 

S b: teams of 8 or more Indies will 
rotate in helping a t fellowsh ips, fuuer
al meals, and shower refreshmcuts. 
Each tc11m h as 11 chainnun and will ue 
responsible for u g iven activity. 
YOUTil RALLY n EPORT 

Tho second annual LA-TX youth 
ra.lly took place Janunry 26-28 and was 
an iuuneuse success, thanks to the 
cooperRtion of our chnn.:h famil y und 
Christinn hrclbrcu from other churches. 
Some 170 young people reg istered at 
the Ha.llv whose theme was CLEAN 
LIVING. IN CHnJST'S PHOM ISES. 

Mark Worley, director of s tudent 
recruitment for Dalltls Christian Col
lege, was key-note speaker 011 topics 
of "Crowing dose to God ," "Studying 
Jlis Word," and "\Vnlkin).( in !lis 
Grnce." Leonard Stone, ministe r a t 
Robert 's Cove Chmeh of Christ, de
livered a challenging message, com
plete with \ 'isunl aids, about wearing 
"The Armor of Cod.'' Thirtceu o ther 
men nnd wonu;n clirot: tl·cl workshops on 
d cun uoclics, words, hear ts , ac t ions, 
minds, nn cl futmcs. 

"Reassurance," four Christian young 
men from \\1hite's Ferry Rond Church 
of Chrbt, \Vest "-lumoc, La. , sung at 
severn! intcrv;\ls fm us. Their concert 
Saturday night was wl'll ancndcd nnd 
appreciated. The "Revelators" put in 
a surprise appearance and sang 11 few 
songs fur us a lso, addinl{ to our Ume 
of praise. 

'We enjoyed a sknting party, voller
hall , and a hnmburgur supper, also. 
Tbe culminating St!rvice Sunday m orn
ing snw 284 in a ttendance! Praise the 
Lnrd for sut·h a wonderfu l wc<·k<·ud! 

Highlands Church, Louisville 
At receut fe llowship meals we 1) 

honored Ann & ]l\l'k Bines on Lhcir 
25th nnnh·ersnry; 2) heard Robert S. 
Johnson tell nhout Ilrazil , where he 
was a m issionary for about 30 years, 
and :\fozambique, Africa, where he 
and his wife and daughter plan to go 
in a few month$, D.V. 

Borden Ind. Church of Christ 
tfhe first Sunday in March will be 

the bcgilmil1g of our second yetrr at 
Borden. Sherry, J osh, and I want to 
Lhauk e\'eryone for the past year. 

l nrn indebted to nJI of you for your 
ldndncss, cooperation, and love. With 
patience and unders tanding, you also 
havu put up with my mistakes and 
shortcomings. Thnuk )•oul l nm grate
ful to those of you t11at are foithful to 
our study & worship services. lt was 
rny priv. iledge tu baptize 7 people, I'm 
thankful for them. 

-Mike Abbott 

Tl lOUCUTS ... 
"To be ready for the Lord's coming 

is a necessity. To deny the Lord's 
CQming is heresy. To fix a date for 
Jlis cominl{ is Iunney." 

"\Vc ask Cod to provide our needs, 
and w hen lie docs, we congratulate 
ourselves on our ability and cleverness." 

"Vision isn't enough-it must be 
combined with venture. It is not 
e nough to s tnre up t·hc sleps- wo must 
step up tJw s t:l irsl" 

-from Locust St. Bulletin, 
Johnson Citr, T enn. 

Cra111c r & H nnuver Church of C hrist, 
~IOJ\ITJlLY PHAYEH PLAN 

Lexington, Kentucky 
A ";\ fonthly Prayer Plan" has been 

put into elfect among our membership. 
It fu volves s igning 11 day of each montl1 
for which yon will ho personally pray
ing for specific needs. Once lhe month 
i.~ complete with si~rnatures, a Prayer 
List will be hnncled out. These are 
items we wnnl to keep before the 
tlmmo of gract:l 

T he plan is in 110 way to tako the 
pl:~cc of yolll' present prayer time. We 
arc lt~ing it to encourage greater in
voh'l'llll'nt and pn1ying spccillcallyl 

Belmont Chmoh, Winches te r, KY 
The Lord hlcssed us wit·h a great 

singspiration and fellowship Sunday 
e \'enin).(. Songs werl' led hy Bml Hag
gard, \ Vaym: ~lnrlowe, and Henry 
J on<·~. T here was ~pontaneons singing, 
too, as the Lord brought appropriate 
snug:> to nur h earts from the audience. 
~'lary L ynn TTont~ was a real blessing 
us s ilt' snn~ a beautiful praise son){ with 
n Jewish lll<'IOd}'. 

Cougratulat ion~ to our young people 
who arc partidpttting in the Bible 
Tiowl competition. One team placed 
fourth and brou).(ht home n trophy. 
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THE FOLLO\VL'JC ORDER FOR~f IS SUPPLIED TO ADVERTISE THE 
"CHRISTIAN ART" FULL-COLOR BULLETL\1 SERVICE AND TO MAKE 
IT CONVENIEl\T FOR CIIUHCII ES TO ORDER SAME. ORDEn MUST 
DE IN HANDS OF SUPPLIER 30 DAYS DEFORE SERVICE IS TO DEClN. 
SHlPMENTS ARE MADE FOH A FULL Q UARTE R AT ONE MAIUNC. 
CONTACT WORD AND WOnK FOR MOHE INFORMATION. 

11Christian Art11 Bulletin Order Form 
PLEASE FILL OUT ALL APPLICABLE BLANKS. 

Plcnso enter our order for "Christian Art" full-color Every 
Sunday Bulletins each week at $3.50 per hundred, includin~ posta~c. 
Bulletins arc shipped THREE MONTHS' SUPPLY at a time, and quantities 
must be in multiples of 50 (example: 50, 100, 150, 200, etc.) 

Please start our subscription on tho flrst Sundny in o ______ _ 
0 Jnnuary 0 April 0 July 0 October 

Charge to - ------------- ---------

Adilicss ------ --- ---------------- ------

City State Zip Code 

Ship to - ------ ----------- --------

Adiliess - -------------------- -----------------

City Stntc Zip Code 

Name of Church Placing Order ----------------- ---------

Person Placing Order 

Please add the indicated EXTllA copies for special days. Qunntjtics shown here 
are OVEn AND ABOVE my regular quantity shown above: Enster; 
___ Christmas. 

Order from WORD AND WORK, 2518 Ponlond Avenue, Loui&vlllo, Kenlucky 402 12 


