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People Need the Lord!
Alex V.Wilson

Our "What the Bible Teaches" study this month is on judgment.
Next month's will be on heaven, followed later by a study of hell.
These subjects, two bitter and one sweet, are an urgent reminder that
people all around us, people we rub elbows with every day, are head
ing either to eternal bliss or damnation. And far too many are in that
latter category. They need the Lord; and we have the Lord; so, what
shall we do? ,

"Life is short/ Death is sure/ Sin's a curse/ Christ's the cure." I
quote those words of some unknown writer at almost every funeral I
conduct Because they are true, we need to ask our Savior to use us in
spreading the good news. Oh, we're not all gifted as evangelists, but
each of us can be an important link in the chain of influences that
brings individuals to His feet in surrender.

Links in a chain: Prayer, showing interest in others, deeds of kind
ness, words of wisdom, forming of friendships, preparing a dessert, in
viting him or her to our home or a picnic, inviting him or her to a class
or church meeting, listening patiently, answering questions, asking
questions, presenting the Lord Jesus, explaining conversion, praying
some more - each can be influential in changing someone's eternal
destiny.

In the Philippines my greatest opportunities to share the gospel
were not inside church buildings. Rather they were talks I was invited
to give in other places. Many were held on campuses, others in homes,
and a number in offices -"of banks, an airline, an oil company, the
government's department of fisheries, an army base, etc. In each case
believers either studied, lived or worked there. They had initiated
weekly (in most cases) Bible study groups, often held during lunch
break. They themselves might lead" them most of the time, but occa
sionally invite in an outsider like me. It was thrilling to tell the old, old
story of Jesus and His love in such environments to many who didn't
really know Him.

Such group Bible studies, especially in homes, were the #1 means
of leading folks to Christ there. But when I mention, hint, suggest, or
urge believers here in the U.S. to initiate such classes in their homes,
campuses or offices, the silence is deafening. I'm not sure why; are
you? Whatever, be sure to read the articles on home Bible classes. I
originally saw them in successive issues of Crusader magazine in Ma
nila. But maybe they'll have more impact being in the same month.
The author makes mianv excellent points, though he omits mentioning
baptism (despite Matt.28:19-20, Acts 2:38, Rom. 6: 1-4, etc.).
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My article on the claims Jesus made is important but certainly not
original. G.K. Chesterton used this approach about a century ago, as
did C.S. Lewis; in Mere Christianity, John Stott in Basic Christianity
(both those books are outstanding), Wilbur Smith in his booklet
"Have You Considered Him?" (we can get you copies of that @
$1.00) and Jos hi McDowell in More than a Carpenter. If you are try
ing to reach peaple influenced by skepticism, this is a most helpful ap
proach.

HOME BIBLE CLASSES--
THEIR PATTERNS & PURPOSES

Howard G. Hendricks
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When I was a student at Wheaton College a number of years ago I
took a course in personal evangelism, which included a study of the
cults. I remember the professor read a passage from the writings of
one of the cults we were studying. It was a blasphemous statement
about the person and work of Christ The following Sunday I went to
the Union Station in Chicago to do some personal work. I sat down
next to a man and, believe it or not, he was a member of that very cult.
And almost verbatim I heard from this man's lips the same blasphe
mous words concerning my wonderful Lord that the professor had
read in the classroom. I'm ashamed to admit that I gave that man a
portion of my mind. I mistakenly transferred my hatred of that system
to the man holding that system.

Our Lord became involved in the lives of many people — people
who were sinners and desperately in need of His grace. Yet, many
Christians are seldom in contact with the unsaved. They spend much
or all of their time with other Christians. They are afraid to become in
volved with the lost world, because they fear they may become con
taminated by its sin. Jesus Christ kept company with sinners without
becoming involved in their sin.

Throughout the United States and in some other parts of the
world, home Bible classes are being used by believers as a highly ef
fective means of making contact with non-Christians and winning
them to Jesus Christ. The Lord is blessing these Bible study classes in
homes because they are following His example of contacting sinners
where they are.

THE PATTERN OF HOME BIBLE CLASSES
There are three characteristics of effective home Bible study

groups.
1. They must be community-centered. An interesting sociological

phenomenon has developed in our country. Most people live in a com
munity that complements their economic status. People who make a
salary of, say, $6,000 a year tend to live in homes that are comparable
to that kind of salary. People who make $20,000 a year tend to live in
an entirely different section. And if you want to reach these various
people for Jesus Christ through home Bible classes, you must have a
class in their section of the city. So in an effort to reach people in sec
tions of Dallas, Texas. 12 churches in that city are now sponsoring a
total of 142 home Bible classes.

In my judgment there are two classes of people that are frequently
overlooked by evangelicals. One is the laboring class. The other is the
professional class. For some reason we have developed something
similar to an inferiority complex with respect to the Gospel. We're
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afraid to expose a doctor, a lawyer, or an insurance executive to the
Gospel of the grace of God. Yet, experience has shown that when
classes in these communities are started people attend them. But they
do not go across town to a home Bible class with people in different
social or economic strata.
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win some people to Christ Perhaps God does not always■ y as we might prefer, but He does work!
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't know the Lord either." He then asked me to teach a
fellow-surgeons of his. So we conducted a class in that
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doctor's home. Every Thursday night 38 medical men were exposed to
the Gospel through direct Bible study! Some people think physicians
wouldn't be interested in the Gospel. But there's hardly a class that's
any more alive than this one. Home Bible classes — low-pressured,
long-ranged, but always evangelistic in their thrust; giving men an op
portunity to make an intelligent decision concerning the Savior.

THE PURPOSE OF HOME BIBLE CLASSES
1. The first purpose is to provide an opportunity for Christians to

reach the unsaved. Evangelism is the weakest link in many local
churches. Unfortunately, some churches are evangelical but not evan
gelistic. But there may be a reason for this. Perhaps we don't give be
lievers sufficient opportunity to reach the unsaved.

It's not enough to beg and to plead and to clobber Christians to do
personal evangelism. We need to provide a practical means of imple
menting their concern for the lost. One year in a church in Dallas 67
adults were led to Christ, and 57 of them were won through home Bi
ble classes. A steady stream of men and women and young people are
coming to know the Lord—all because Christians are being given an
opportunity to invite lost friends to a class of this type.

2. Another purpose—and the main one—is to present the Gospel
to the unsaved. I think every person should have an opportunity to
make an intelligent decision for Christ And this, as we've been indi
cating, is the genius of a home Bible class ministry. It reaches people
where they are. Many people have reported that it was in a home Bible
class that they first heard the Gospel.

3. The third purpose is to provide a feeder for the local church.
After people are won to Christ, you should seek to integrate them into
the program of the local church. Advertise that your home Bible
classes are "nonsectarian." In other words, don't talk in the classes
about "our church."

When does reference to the local church come in? In this way: Af
ter a person receives Christ as Savior, begin a follow-up program im
mediately. Among other things, urge him to unite with a good
Bible-teaching church. When he asks which one to attend, he will
most likely go to the one you recommend.

Home Bible classes become excellent means of building local
churches with new converts—and thus adding fresh spiritual enthusi
asm to the church.

~ from Crusader magazine

/ [Part 2 next month]
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pecomes revolutionized as we become involved in evan-
a person transformed by the Holy Spirit in front of our
to lift our faithrindex and make us convinced super-
fifty lectures on the subject In' fact, it is amazing how
involved on the frontier seeing people changed by the

gospel do not have all these problems about the church's
y. They are seeing God at work.

Evangelism then is one of the keys to spiritual health. There are a
number of figures of speech in the New Testament that describe us in
our role as evangelists and as witnesses. One is in Mark 1:17. Simon
and Andrew were walking by the Sea of Galilee. Our Lord came along
and said to them, "Come ye after me, and I will make you to become
fishers ofmen." That little word "become", by the way, is a great en
couragement to me, because it indicates the possibility of becoming
something tint I may not be at the moment.
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One of the first lessons we learn from this figure of speech, "fish
ers of men," is the painfully obvious lesson in retrospect that in order
to catch fish we must go where fish are. We are rather amused by sim
ple Simon, who sets up a barrel, drops in his little line and is very sad
dened because he doesn't catch any fish. And we think, "How stupid
can you be? Fish don't come and jump in barrels: you have to go
where the fish are. "But what do we do in evangelism? We set up bar
rels and we invite the fish to come jump in, and we are very sad when
they bypass us by the droves. As Harold Wildish said one time, "The
Holy Spirit cannot save saints or seats. There have to be some non-
Christians."

Sometimes in our communication of the gospel we are speaking to
ourselves and nobody else. The gospel has not lost its power because
there is no response; it is simply that there are few or none there to re
spond to the invitation of the Spirit There is a place for evangelistic
meetings to which we invite people, of course, but basically the
method of evangelism that the Lord taught was to go where people
are.

Now this has several implications. One is that we must realize that
separation from the world is not the same thing as isolation from the
world. I believe that in our times many well-meaning and devoted
people have become victims of what can only, in terms of its effects,
be a heresy, and that is that the index of spirituality is the extent to
which you can have absolutely nothing to do with non-Christian peo
ple.

This was a problem in our Lord's time. The Pharisees said of Je
sus, "Why does this man eat and drink with publicans and sinners?"
Our Lord replied, "Don't you understand, those that are well do not
need a doctor but those who are sick, I have not come to call the right
eous, but sinners to repentance" (Luke 5:27-32). In His great high
priestly prayer Jesus said, "I pray not that thou shouldst take them out
of the world, but that thou shouldst keep them from the evil one"
(John 17:15). So this is not a new problem, but it is a devastating prob
lem unless we see through it

If you want to prevent the spread of measles, what would you do
with a person who had measles? You would put him in an isolation
ward in a hospital with everybody else who had measles. If you were
the enemy of men's souls and wanted to keep the good news of the
gospel of Jesus Christ from spreading, what device would vou use?
Wouldn't you try to persuade Christians that the essence of spirituality
would be to have nothing to do with those who are around them and
to spend all their life with each other? You would have won the battle
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without firing a shot We must go where fish are if we are to catch
fish.

There is a second implication. Sometimes the non-Christian in all
good faith ard generosity says, "Come with us to do such and such,"
or "Here, have such and such." And we respond almost instinctively,
"No thanks, I don't do such and such. I am a Christian." Bang, you
can hear the ron curtain clang down. Some think to themselves, "My,
I had a tremendous opportunity to witness." But in my opinion we
have done two very serious things. One, we have condemned the per
son out of hsnd as a pagan in a way that he really doesn't understand.
Secondly, we: have garbled the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ because
we have suggested that inherent in being a Christian is not doing what
ever it happened to be at the moment he asked us to do. There are
thousands of non-Christians who do not do any of these things. Yet
that does noi make them Christians. The point is, we have not really
gotten to thtm on the crucial issue. We haven't communicated the
gospel until we get to the basic issue. The tragedv is, very often we are
treating symptoms rather than the basic disease'. The non-Christian's
basic problen is that he does not know the Savior. Until we get him to
know the Savior it is useless to try to reform these other things. And if
we insist that he conform to our behavior pattern before we talk to
him, we are i;oing to have a very small audience.

With non-Christians we must look for that which we can honestly
commend, and if we are alert, we can find it And when a person in
vites us to do something you might say, "No thanks, but let me know
when you arc going to do such and such." Immediatelv make an alter
native sugge stion so that you do not seem to reject him or his friend
ship. We do not need to be apologetic about it. If you invite a
non-Christiaji to play chess and he is not interested in chess, he doeshaw around about it and say, Well, no thanks, I don't
. . am a non-Christian." He just says, "No thanks, chess
leaves me cold, but when you are going to plav Ping-Pong, let me
know,"
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basically, it is a matter of introducing in a conversation, in
some spiritual aspect or line of thought to see how the
Is. Some of us go into a "clerical clutch" when we get

We tighten up and we can see people backing away, be-
clutch, they clutch. If we relax, they relax. We must ask

to talk as naturally about the Lord Jesus Christ as we
things.
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There is one series of questions that I have found particularly use
ful, though there is no "formula" of course. These questions are only
springboards that may help you get to the crucial subject.

The first question can be asked after there is a reference in the
conversation to anything vaguely religious (this happens all the time if
people read the newspapers; there is some religious allusion in the
press almost every day). Say to a person very casually and in the same
tone of voice that you talk about the weather or sports or your chil
dren, "By the way, are you interested in spiritual things?''

Now that is a very simple planned question and it draws just one
of two answers. One is "Yes." The other is "No." If the person says
"yes" two questions follow, and knowing what you are going to say
next can eliminate ninety percent of your nervousness. A lot of us may
know how to make the first break, but then we don't know what to do
next, and when the person responds we fumble. An hour later we think
of the perfect retort, but by that time it is too late. The second ques
tion is, "What do you think a real Christian is?''

The average person will define a real Christian as one who reads
the Bible, or prays, or goes to church, or gives money, etc., etc. Then
you say, "Well, you know, that is what a real Christian does, but that
is not what a real Christian is." Then go on to describe to him that a
real Christian is one who is personally related to the Lord Jesus Christ
as Lord and,Saviour and explain a little bit of what this means.

If you discover there is real interest, the third question is, "Would
you like to become a real Christian now?"

You will be amazed at the number of people who are just waiting
to be asked. They are in a sort of spiritual fog. They would give any
thing to have certainty of forgiveness of sin and eternal life, but no
body has ever told them how. Many students have said to me, "This
is the first time anybody has ever told me how."

Now suppose the person is not interested. Drop it! You do not
have to force the gospel on people who are not interested. You cannot
do the Holy Spirit's work for him.

We also have an opening when people share their problems and
frustrations with us. We can say, if it has been true of us, "You know,
Mary or John, I know exactly how you feel. That used to be a problem
for me until I had an experience that completely changed my life.
Would vou like me to tell vou about it?" And thev will answer,
"Yes.""
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you mean
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is, "Well, have you ever personally trusted Christ? Or
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are looking for and you explain what you mean.
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often people will say to me, "That is exactly how you
. I am still on the way." Then I say to them, "That is inter-
far along the way are youl" Without the slightest embar-

will tell me exactly where they are in their thinking.
even believe that the Lord Jesus Christ lived. They may

was merely a great philosopher and teacher. Or it may be
1 he gospel better than you and I do and their prdblem is not

information but simply not responding to the ^formation they
either case, we can know exactly where they are in their
anil adapt ourselves to meet the particular need.

The thi :d question is, "Wouldyou like to become a real Christian
now and be sure7 "

the next step of faith and obedience for you in the area of
Is it to pop the question to somebody whom you already

Whatii
evangelism
know?

Is it to throw out the net with some people you have gotten to
know casui illy? Or is it perhaps to begin to build a friendship with
someone of your circle of acquaintances?

Whatever it is, I hope that what the Lord says to you today youwill do with a heart that is responsive and obedient, in love for Christ
and for others.

of growing congregations showed that they stressed what they
evangelism. Says one preacher: "The only people we are
Christ are those being reached by our 'laymen in their

schbols and places: of business. This is'reallv as it should be."
preacher says: "Our philosophy has been that all evangelism

conducted outside the church building—preferably in the
says: "Christians must get out of trie shelter of thereach people where they are, rather than expect to teach

within the walls of the sanctuary."
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Jesus-centered evangelism
THOSE STAGGERING CLAIMS

Alex V. Wilson

It's really about time we set some matters straight As a preacher
of God's Word and editor of this magazine, I — Alex Wilson — de
serve your most profound respect! After all, your success and comfort
in this life, and your destiny throughout all eternity depend on the atti
tude you take toward me personally and toward my teaching. My in
telligence is greater than Einstein's, my writing ability exceeds
Lucado's, and your relationship to me will determine your relationship
to the Creator of the Universe. Your whole life will be judged by God
on the basis of how you react to me. Indeed, I am the One who will
decide where you will spend eternity.

....Well, are you still with me? By now you are asking yourself.
"What's going on here, anyway? Did some totally insane article get
stuck into Word and Work by mistake? Or was this part of an article
written about a farout cult but quotes from its guru got attributed to the
W&W editor due to some computer mixup? Or has avw got some joke
up his sleeve? Surely that outstandingly humble fellow would never
make such monstrous claims as are written in the preceding para
graph!?!

Well, I wrote all that nonsense at the beginning to stimulate your
imagination. And to ask you this question: What opinion would you
have formed of Jesus of Nazareth if you had heard him teach for very-
long? You see, Jesus seemed so conceited that some people thought he
had a demon. (Check it out) And at least twice his hearers thought he
was crazy. One of those times it was his own friends who said it They
were so embarrassed about what he said that they wanted to spirit him
away from the crowd he was addressing. What would you have
thought if you had been there and heard his astounding personal
claims?

Statements we tend to Overlook
Most of us have grown up hearing those staggering statements for

so long they never faze us a bit We take them for granted, never no
ticing them. But his hearers noticed! On five different occasions they
blurted out in amazement, "Who is this? " In just one long conversa
tion, mainly between Jesus and the Pharisees, they challenged him,
"Who are you?"...."Now we know that you are demon-pos
sessed! "...."Who do you think you are?" He was a real puzzler, all
right

Why? Because this wandering preacher and ex-carpenter made
such outrageous assertions about himself. Oh, without a doubt he ut
tered profound insights and taught numerous wonderful moral lessons.
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But then he
seemed to

Would come up with personal claims so fantastic that they
all his wise statements.run

mav be right
you?) "I am
me." (Aw, c
you serious?)
statements:

Time after Time
Do you want instances of what we are talking about? Here are a

few. for starfejrs: "I am greater than the prophet Jonah." (Hmmm. You
but shouldn't someone else be saying this rather than
greater than Solomon." (Wow!) "Moses wrote about
mon.) "Scripture, God's Word, tells about me." (Are
Ponder those claims, and then proceed to some heavier
You are from below; I am from above. You are of this

woridĵ  am njot of this world....If you do not believe that I am [the oneyou will indeed die in your sins." (Hey, you're takingI claim to be
this too far!)

often
said
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/ will reward
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plenty more. A few of them I'll paraphrase, mainly be-
^n spoke of himself in the third person, as "the Son of

You must hate all others, including yourself, compared
ty to me. For my sake you must give up your rights to

se willing to go to the firing squad. (What extreme de-
nght did he have to talk like that?) And have you no-
rabbi at various times mentioned "my angels." This

. spoke about "my kingdom" and "my glory."
25-28, for example: "Whoever loses his life^or me will
will come in my Father's glory with my angels, and then
each person according to what he has done....Some of
le coming in my kingdom." (See what I mean bv saying

conceited? Imagine your college president making such
V President Clinton, Billy Graham, or the Pope. Whoever

3 would think he'd gone bonkers if he talked that way.)
through yet Here are perhaps his most extreme affirma-
while longer, imagining that you were there and actu-
of Nazareth make these statements:

I am the lght of the world; whether you are an enlightened per
son dopends on whether you follow me.

I will give rest of heart and mind, in this life, to anvone and every
one v\ ho comes to me.

I'll raise all the human race from death, at the end of this age.
I'll judge the entire human race, deciding each person's eternal

destiny on the basis on his or her response to me.
I am the only way ~ the only bridge, as it were - to God.
I'll give rr.y followers eternal homes in heaven after death.
If you see me, it's the same as actually seeing the heavenly Father.
I and the Father are one.
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Important Conclusions
We have examined at least twenty of Jesus' fantastic personal

claims, from all four gospels, and could easily add to the list. Based on
such statements, we can make the following observations:

Jesus was very different from all other great teachers or relig
ious leaders throughout history. Whether Moses, Krishna, Buddha,
Lao-tsu, Confucius • Zoroaster, Socrates, Muhammed, Gandhi or who
ever — nobody made1 such numerous and drastic claims for himself.
Those teachers were basically self-humbling. (Socrates said, for in
stance, "I'm the wisest man in Athens because / know nothing and
know that I know nothing. The others know nothing but know not that
they know nothing"!) By contrast, Jesus was self-advancing. They
said, "There is the truth; believe that" Jesus said, "I am the truth; be
lieve in me." They said, "There is the way; follow that." Jesus said,
"I am the way; follow Me."

Startling Alternatives
Because of his many fantastic claims about himself, Jesus can

not be put on the same level with those others. He is either much
Lower or Higher, much Worse or much Better than they. If his
claims are false, he is not a good, great man or God-sent prophet at all.
If his claims are true, he is far above their level, he is the one and
only, the unique.

Think about it. If he knew he was not the light of the world nor the
only way to the Father, and he would not raise and judge the human
race, etc. etc. but he made all those claims anyway, wanting people to
believe him -then he was a liar. And not just any run-of-the-mill liar,
either, but the biggest, worst liar of all time! If he knew his claims
were false but he tried to convince others they were true, we should
have nothing but contempt for such a fraud.

On the other hand, maybe he really believed his claims were true,
even though they were not That would absolve him of being a liar,
but would make him a lunatic. And not just any run-of-the-mill luna
tic, either, but completely neurotic, totally divorced from reality, an
unmatched case of a man with megalomania (that is, "delusions of
grandeur," like the guy who really thinks he is Napoleon).

Some debunkers of the Biblical faith won't take either of those
routes. They say his claims were mere legends. That is, Jesus never
really made those assertions. Christians who lived later on made them
up and attributed mem to him. The radical Jesus-Seminar "scholars"
take that approach, but despite the publicity given them by the media
they are vastly outnumbered by scholars who know their approach is
mostly hogwash. Those radicals want to convince us that the Jesus be
lieved in by the church just a few decades after he lived was strikingly
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different
ploded by
ings which
numerous
Christians'
Jesus of the

from Jesus as he really was. Horsefeathers! That theory is ex-
manuscripts (some partial, some complete) of N.T. writ-

(iave been found. These documents are sufficiently early,
widespread to show the basic continuity between the

iews regarding Jesus in 50, and 70, and 90 A.D. No, the
.̂T. is not a legend.

the

and

leaVes three other alternatives: If Jesus' personal claims were
- as said above -either the biggest liar of all time, or an

lunatic. What knowledgeable person would want to take either

Since
all he

That
false, he wa£
all-out
of those positions?

A liar? How could one of history's greatest moral teachers (to say
the least) be a gross deceiver? Could a thorough-going hypocrite
preach the Sermon on the Mount? His influence on the human race for
truthfulness and love is unsurpassed, yet he himself is a liar? Even his
enemies testified to his uprightness, but he's an imposter? Absurd.

A lunatic? Again we ask, how could a megalomaniac be one of
history's oui standing teachers? Was a psychotic the author of the story
of the prodigal son? Notice his cleverness, if we may use that word, in
answering f ick questions by which his enemies hoped to snare him.
Think of his discernment, his vast insight into human nature. And he's
a lunatic? Preposterous.

Suppose his claims were True?
the evidence refutes those two alternatives,; suppose he was

claimed to be? If his claims are true, he is not just a good, great
man or ever an influential prophet, but the Lord of AH, the God-Man,

Sayior, the coming Judge. This fits the picture perfectly.,This
upright character, sacrificial love, profound wisiiohi, and

unmatched impact throughout all the centuries and all history On
It also is vouched for by fulfilled pirophecies matfe about
by him, plus his miracles, and most of all by his resurrec-

add up to powerful evidence that he is All He Claimed
<bnly the greatest, but the One and Only.

the only
explains his
his
the nations.
him and also
tion. All
to be — not

these

Here's
seemed
light of the
outcasts ancj
told his
rightly so
But he said
place of a

Some
notsu
their charac

another bit of important evidence. While his words
conceited, his character was humble. He claimed to be the

prld and the judge of all humanity, but he associated with
failures — and their lives were renovated. One time he

closest followers, "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and
that is what I am." That seems like a haughty statement.

it just a few minutes after washing their feet, taking the
Iv slave!

\v<

fi>r

lew

peopke have made high claims for themselves, and also -
rprisiiiigly ~ acted in arrogant ways. Others have been humble in

:er, but also in their opinions about themselves. Only Jesus
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combined such sky-high personal claims with gentle, humble charac
ter. Astounding!

Here's another important point If his claims were true, he
should have made them! For we urgently needed to know his iden
tity. Suppose that at a concert a man suddenly has a serious heart at
tack. Immediately a cry goes out, "Is there a doctor in the house?"
Actually there is one sitting just a few rows behind the stricken man.
But he thinks, "I don't want to admit I'm a doctor. They might think
I've got the bighead and am just bragging about mv achievements. So
I'll keep silent and not let them know." You get the point.

A tool for Evangelism
We strongly recommend that you review and master the material

in this article. Not because I wrote it (see the editorial), but because it
can be valuable both for defending the faith and spreading it It calls
attention to Jesus himself, and forces people to face up to the two
questions, Who is Jesus and what shall I do about him? So we encour
age you to memorize the step-by-step "argument" presented here.

It is important for another reason: Many folks who reject Jesus as
divine lord and savior also reject the alternative views of his being a
liar, lunatic or legend. They'll say, "Wait! He's none of the above. He
is more than just a legend, but in no way was he a liar or lunatic. In
stead he was a great man, maybe the greatest of all time. I'll grant
that he was an outstanding example, leader, martyr and moral
teacher ... but forget all that superstitious stuff about his being the
'eternal, fully divine Son of God who died to save us bv shedding his
blood.'"

But Jesus himself, as we saw, did not give us the option of his be
ing just a man, even if the greatest of all men. His unmatched personal
claims do not make that alternative possible. He must be either more
or less than that In Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis put it this way:

A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus
said, would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic
on the level of a man who says, "I'm a poached egg," or else he
would be the devil of helL You must take your choice. Either this was
and is the Son of God, or else a madman, or something worse. You
can call Him a demon, or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord
and God; but don't come up with any nonsense about His being a
great moral teacher [but nothing more]. He has not left that alternative
open to us.
Since many people try to take this "great moral teacher but only a

man" position, we need to show it is not tenable. His claims enable us
to do that Then only the four "L's" are left, and only one of them fits.
Let's present Jesus to unbelievers.
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VOICES From The FIELDS
From: Lihda
in Harbin,

A l l e n , r e : D e n n i s / B e t t y A l l e n
North China, a city of about 10 million people!

Mom ami Dad are currently living in a Chinese hotel on a Univer
sity campus
gestion outs

congee (soft
from 9:30
with two of

which shelters them from a lot of the city noise and con-
ide. They have the only room in the hotel with

air-condition ing (a perk for long term guests?); it contains twin beds, a
desk, a low c abinet with a couple of drawers, a TV, a wardrobe, and a
bathroom. They take their meals downstairs and took their chances
ordering frorji the menu (mostly in Chinese characters) until they had

Breakfast is a buffet, but not exactly Shoney's! "Break
fast this moijning consisted of cauliflower, preserved green peppers
and four other vegetables, hard-boiled eggs, about four kinds of

rice soup) and three or four kinds of bread..." they teach
1:30 am and from 1:00 - 3:00 pm, usually eating lunch
the students daily at a nearby restaurant Vegetarian

dishes are readily available and quite inexpensive. (Dad's health
seems to be holding up well.)

The present pilot class of 10 students are all believers and have
been wonderlul to work with. They are 20 - 30 year olds, all of whom
have little or no background in English. It was rough getting started.
They love to >ing and know many of the same choruses and songs that
we do. After the school day officially ends they go shopping with stu
dents or visii the zoo or park, or go to the local computer center
(where the prompts, to their chagrin, are in Chinese characters) and
rentacomputsr.

The school
government
has drawn up
must be translated
They don't
pray that it wi

Mom and

is currently applying for official permission from the
advertise its programs in the community at large. Dad

a curriculum plan for a 3 stage English program which
into Chinese and reviewed by gov't authorities.

much idea of what is involved in the process, only
1 be approved quickly and without a lot of red tape.

to

have

There are few
ing material is

Dad have felt much joy in their teaching and fellowship
experiences abd are full of vision and excitement for the school.
However, they have felt keenly the isolation from family and culture,

people they can converse with in English. English read-
hard to get, but they did find a 1/2 hour program of IntT

news in English that is broadcast daily. Traffic is appalling — horren
dous traffic jans are the norm as are flagrant violations of road rules.
It gets light about 3:30 am and the sun sets about 8:00 pm. For laun
dry thev wash things (5 at a time) in the face basin and hang them up
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ovetfthe bathtub. They have a phone in their room, but can rarely call
anyone successfully — the hotel switcnboard always seems to be
busy. On one outing they came across a former Russian place of wor
ship, now a tourist attraction and currently the site of an Arts & Crafts
exhibition. They have met some keen believers in the city, but many
Sundays they are just with the Lord in their hotel room. "The brothers
felt it unwise for us to be with them this morning so we have wor
shiped alone."

Their schedule is quite demanding and for 2 months all communi
cations have had to be handwritten due to technological difficulty.
Mom is not able to communicate with each of you like she would like
to. Perhaps this newsletter can communicate for them. If you would
like to get in touch with them, please e-mail to dlallen@blueriver.net

Crystal Hardin P.O. Box 62, Seoul 140-600, South Korea
August 1999

I arrived in Seoul on Sunday morning and went to the church that
meets in the elementary school. The pastor from Huntsville preaches
there and it is a small church with a lot of needs. There are many op
tions here, as there are several English churches. Please pray that I'll
go where the Lord wants me.

I live in a three-bedroom apartment with a 23-year-old roommate.
There are several famous market areas here, and we went to one of
them last week. There were over 1,000 shops, and they had all kinds
of stuff. We also had a bona fide Korean meal — everything from
rice wrapped in sea-weed to vegetables seasoned with whole (I mean
Whole) two-inch fish. WE ate with chopsticks and had a good time.
I'm the oldest one of the crew —they are all about the age of my kids,
it seems, but they put up with me.

I am teaching two beginning Spanish classes, 8th grade Bible, and
two music classes. The music classes are scheduled at the same time
as all the other electives, and meet every day for a semester.

S u s a n B r o o k s M o z a m b i q u e J u l y 3 0 , 1 9 9 9
Cultural Differences

We're back in Maputo and the children are deliriously happy to be
back. I'm happy to be back as well, but before I go on too much about
life here, I wanted to share about Portugal one last time, before I for
get.
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ourDuring
U.S. from a
turned from
many ofwhidh
for six months
American

last week I had a rare opportunity to hear about the
Portuguese perspective. Our language'teacher had just re-
lier first trip to the states. She shared her perspectives,

I found hilariously funny after having lived in Portugal
I'll give her Portuguese perspectives, and then put my" on the Portuguese way in parentheses.take

1. The
kets are
thing! I
don't need

Americans are too friendly! The people in the supermar-
always asking how you are and can they help you find any-
needed to wear a sign that said, "I'm fine; thank you, and I

an|y help finding anything!"

(First, let
Our language

questions we
friendly with
strangers

contact We

time to talk.
me the Portuguese may
space. I

Once at 2. restaurant, when a waitress asked how I was, I replied,
"Fine, thank you, and how are you?" She proceeded to tell me her
life's story. She went on and on about her problems. I thought of ask
ing if I should pray for her! I begged my American friend to find me
someone who wasn't so friendly. I was sick of all this friendliness.
The American said that maybe if we tried the post office we could find
grouchy people.

me explain that the Portuguese are wonderful people.
w w teachers were so great to us. They went way beyond be

ing just our teachers and helped us settle into the country' by picking
us up at the zirport, arranging housing for us and schooling for Han
nah, taking u s around to banks and tax offices and helping with any

had. They were always happy, joking, patient, and
us. It's just a different culture that isn't outgoing to

VTien we first arrived, we felt rejected by the Portuguese
because on the street or in the supermarket, they don't even make eye

Icouldn't find anyone to help us in the stores, and if we
asked for help, they seemed annoyed with us. For us it was difficult,
but for our Portuguese teacher it was difficult to have everyone so

I wonder if the Africans sometimes find us Americans un-
„ They always have time for strangers. I've been amazed to

have a Mozambican drop everything and walk a long distance just to
show me where a house is that I'm trying to find. They always have

They don't need as much "space" as we do. It seems to
jguese may need more "space" than Americans. By

mean emotional, personal, comfort zone, kind of space,
1 imes translate into physical space too. For example, the

can pack many more people into a truck than Ameri-
which can at
Mozambicans
cans can!)

2. There
tatoes? Potato
fins, combread

aire too many choices in the U. S. restaurant! "Rice or po
ps mashed, baked, or fried? Butter or sour cream? Muf-

or biscuits?
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(Can you believe it? At restaurants, they didn't have many
choices. They served fries with almost everything.)

3. The coffee (in the U.S.) is no good! Even the Seattle specialty
coffees. Imagine! Drinking coffee through a straw!

(She has a point They do have great coffee in Portugal. I never
drank coffee until I lived there. Also they serve coffee in porcelain
cups, even at McDonalds in Portugal. By the way, when we returned
to South Africa we found a Seattle Coffee Company cafe in a new
mall in Nelspruit)

4. The cheese in the U.S. is the color of carrots! They don't have
good cheese.

(We couldn't find cheddar cheese in Portugal. It was all white
cheese.)

5. The policeman at the airport was rude to me. Then I found out
he was joking. Policemen in Portugal don't joke!

(This is an example of how cultural differences cause confusion.
In Portugal, the police are all business. They don't make jokes and
seldom smile. How many times have I misunderstood the Portuguese
or the Mozambicans because of cultural differences?)

6. There's no traffic in the U.S.! People should honk their horns
more!

(The traffic in Portugal is horrendous and people are always honk
ing their horns! The motorcyclists are nuts. They make lanes where
there are no lanes. They are sometimes called "organ donors.")

I hope that was fun and helpful for you. People asked if living in
Portugal wasn't just like living in the states. It was easier than living
in Mozambique, but very different from the states. Pray for us that
we'll be able to understand this culture enough to minister to both
spiritual and physical needs of the people of Mozambique.

Dan Wi lson Camps near St . Petersburg, Russ ia
July 22,1999

Only two teams are left here now. The members of Karrie's group
are doing very well in their camp, teaching Bible stories and doing
"Redeemer" [a mime presentation] for every cabin group they go to
even though I've heard via the camp grapevine that the director, who
is extremely nice to us and the team, told the counselors to try to not
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Thcv
let the team
children,
of the cabins
Bibles or

put out their "propaganda" but rather just to play with the
have not been allowed to tell Bible stories in a couple

but have in die rest, but have not been able to give out
children's Bible story books.

We did
tok 6, though
tor to give
camp having
arrived.

deliver the rest of the children's Bible story books to Vos-
as the Fond du Lac team got permission from the direc-

tHem out to anyone. They are doing really well in that
received a verv warm welcome from the moment they

I suppose
[from Border]
had never me t
with the Fond
get him into
mere and the
there too.
he is interested
brilliantl4-
Seay-Mullins
and other

that you have heard about Les Wright and Nick Ray
baptizing their translator Boris, a 19 yr. old whom I

and only had referred to me at the end of June. Boris is
du Lac team now and doing quite well. I plan to try to

ij/lasha's church as there are several young people his age
pastor is good with teens. I also hope to get Dima to go

Masha has mentioned to him about going there with her and
but has not been able to get Sundays off. [Dima is a
old camper who held many conversations with the

Wilson team, and read C.S. Lewis' Mere Christianity
boolks they gave him.]

-year

Over all
Acuities. On^
lots of
Masha [Dan'
had a long
They asked
that they
God that they
to church but
meager pay

this

There is
have had to a
teams, but
part of the
many camps
Masha and I
right now and

it has been a very good summer with very few great dif-
baptism, about 1000 Bibles and Bible-story books and
i bracelets later, I think much good has been done.
interpreter] was doing laundry here at Druzhnik and

cohversation with a couple of the ladies who work at camp.
Masha what we believed and why we were here and said

noticed that we had a joy in life and in our relationship with
didn't have. Like so many, they said that they would go
just don't have the time, working endlessly for their

:;o much more that could be done here. In past years we
jproach the camp directors looking for camps to host our
year, because of fewer volunteers and more trust on the

directors, we have had the freedom to choose between
which are asking for our teams. It seems a shame that
could be coordinating for at least another 2 or 3 teams
mavbe another 4 or 5.

Michiya Nakahara Nakahara Mission Fund August, 1999
19930 County Rd. 324 Terrell, Texas 75160

For the past two decades, the educational emphasis placed on the
children in Japan has monopolized and molded the life styles of our
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people. Beginning with kindergarten, children are encouraged to at
tend "Cram School". (The term Cram School is a household name in
Japan for preparing preschoolers for primary school, primary school
children for high school, high school students for college, and college
students for life.) Given the fact that children attend school from
Monday through Saturday and they go to Cram schools after returning
from their regular schools, Japanese children do not have free time or
privacy and the opportunity to just be a child. Additionally, enrolling
youngsters in swimming, dance schools, etc., is virtually a norm set by
society' in Japan. As a result, children are missing Sunday morning
worship services and Sunday Schools. This is a common concern and
frustration shared equally by all Christian churches in Japan (and we
are few in number). Unfortunately, our congregation had not been an
exception to this condition for the past several years. I am reminded
of our Lord's words, "What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole
world and lose his own soul?"

However, the Lord has blessed us with several young married
couples in the past few years, and now we have six children under the
age of six. We are so excited about the group of young children and
are happy to report that we now have a Bible class for the ages 4-6 and
a toddler's class. We are presently developing and training new teach
ers for another level of class for them.

We have been very pleased to see the hunger for the Word of God
among our members. Upon their request and concern, we have been
studying the book of Galations and James during our Sunday morning
worship service. It is the hope and prayer of this congregation to learn
more about our Savior in depth so that we can walk closer to Him
each day and win others along the way. We covet your prayers.

'.,
What the Bible Teaches about...

JUDGMENT, and SALVATION and REWARDS
(The Relation of Grace & Works, Faith & Faithfulness)

Alex V.Wilson

Contradiction? Eccles.3:17 says, "God will bring to judgment
holh the righteous and the wicked...." Also Eccles. 12:13-14, "Fear
God & kpep his commands, for this is the whole duty of man. For God
will bring every deed into judgment including everv hidden thing,
whether it is good or evil." Also 2 Cor.5:10, "We [including Chris
tians] must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ that each one
may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body,
w h e t h e r g o o d o r b a d . " l '
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BUT CONTRAST
me, has eternal
from death to

How can
NIV translates
Yes, everyone
Christians)
in our case
"There is now
(Rom.8:l). "Since
faith, we have
(Rom.5:l; notice
ment of our
eousness to us

we solve this seeming contradiction? Notice, ^at the
Jn.5:24, "Whoever believes...will not be condemned."
shall be judged, but true followers of Jesus (horn-again11 not be sentenced to damnation. We know) the verdict

1 of time-and it is, "Not Guilty"! That is the key feet,
no condemnation for those who, are in Christ Jesus"

shall
ahead

sns

But this
Christ's followers
and trust in Jesus?
Christians are
how good we

raises a question. For what reason does God forgive
but condemn other people-those who don't repent
What is the basis for our salvation? Is it because.all

always better than all nonchristians? Does it depend on
iire?No.

An
reading it, try
here. Here's
saved! But
doesn't He

my
how
hat:

Yes, of
ever be good e
serve it As
serving the
justified^ (G
forgiveness and

But WHY?
ious acts, high
commands? Do
tant verses. "All
curse, for it is
do everything
notice the key
What does it

Now notice
God] and yet

John 5:24, "He who...believes him who sent
life; he does not come into judgment, but has passed

i f e " ( R S V ) . F

we have been justified [that jsr acquitted] through
peace with Gad through our Lord Jesus Christ"

■ . z » « \ T T U ^ t _ _ J i _ : j ^ t . _ : n j • ■the verb tenses). The Lord laid the guilt and punish
on Christ (Isa.53:6), and credited His perfect right

( 2 C o r . 5 : 2 1 ) . *

Saved by God's Grace APART from our Works
import|ant story told by Jesus is found in Luke 18:9-14. After

to summarize in one sentence what our Lord taught
suggested summary: A good man lost and a bad man
can that be? Doesn't God want us to be good? And

and punish badness?

course He does. But He also knows that none of us will
:aough to earn salvation or get to heaven because we de-* put it, "We know that a man is not justified by ob-

...because bv observing the law no one will hq
Psul
law
■al.2 :16). Run that sentence through again. Earning God's

blessing by our obedience or goodness is impossible.

Why can nobody be saved by their kind deeds, relig-
moral character or obedience to duty and to God's
you know the answer? We may discover it in 2 impor-' who rely on observing the law [of God] are under a

written: 'Cursed is everyone who does not continue to
written in the Book of the Law.'" (Gal.3:10.) Did you
word in that last sentence? It's the word everything.

us?teach

another passage: "Whoever keeps the whole law [of
s|tumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.
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For he who said, 'Do not commit adultery,' also said, 'Do not mur
der.' If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have
become a lawbreaker" (James 2:10-11). Let's think about that Think
of a chain with 10 links,suspending a heavy weight in the air. If 5 links
break, what will happen? But if only one link breaks, what will hap
pen? Another way of putting it is, How many murders must a man
commit to be classed as a murderer? How many robberies must some
one commit to be called a robber? In the same way, how many sins
must someone commit to be a sinner? This leads us to this basic prin
ciple:

All people are NOT equally SINFUL,
but all people ARE equally SINNERS!

Therefore all of us equally need someone to save us. For none of
us can be saved by our own righteousness. We have fallen far short of
the goodness God's justice requires.

Here is why salvation by our good deeds is impossible: If we seek
God's favor on the basis of our works, He must consider our bad
deeds as well as our good ones! Some folks feel, "Well, if I commit
more good works than bad ones, God will accept me." But what hu
man court can acquit a man just because for every crime he commits
he has also committed two kind deeds or made two donations to char
ity? That won't work. God is the Judge of the Universe, and must
maintain law and order. He cannot overlook our transgressions.

So it is impossible for us to be saved by works-that is, by our
own goodness. The only possible way of salvation is to find a whole
different basis—a whole new approach—one that is not dependent
on what we deserve. God, foreseeing our helplessness, provided that
new, different basis for us. It is salvation by His GRACE, unearned
and undeserved by us. We can be made right with God through the
loving, voluntary death of Jesus Christ He died as our substitute, to
take our place and to pay our penalty. Peter writes, "Christ died for
sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to
God." (1 Pet3:18.) And Paul agrees: We "are justified freely-as a
gift—by God's grace thru the redemption that came by Christ Jesus"
(Rom.3:24-25). Paul goes on to add, "When we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly....God demonstrates his own love for us in
this: While we were still sinnejs, Christ died for us" (Rom.5:6,8).

Objections and Misunderstandings
Someone may say, "I object! Yes, His death was necessary, but in

addition our works are necessary if we are to make our peace with
God. We must not only trust in Christ but also do good works in or
der to become saved." This is more or less the view of Roman Ca
tholicism: A big sign in front of a church said, "Make your retreat to
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win the love of God." And a tract ended with these words: "He who
lives and dies well will be saved. He who lives and dies in sin shall be
damned." Is that true, false, or in between? Think about it One writer
concluded tiiat Roman Catholic doctrine teaches that we must be
saved by Christ's death plus water, bread, oil, and fire! (Infant bap
tism, the euc larist, extreme unction or the last rites, and purgatory.) If
that is true, J ;sus' death didn't accomplish very much for us, did it?
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hours of his
here for us
selves to feel
mands. For
smug and se
regularly tak*
be humbled
sinners and

:>uch an approach is all wrong! Remember the tax-collec-
Piarisee? The Pharisee regularly performed all the rituals-

-commanded by God in the Old Testament But in pride he
such observances, and was lost! But the ungodly tax-col-
God's mercy with a contrite heart, and was saved men

's another pair of men to consider: Nicodemus, a relig-
aftiong the Jews, and the repentant thief who was crucified

Nicodemus was a Pharisee too. He was extremely zeal-
ion. But Jesus told him he was not right with God in

. Yet the thief, when he humbled himself in the closing
vil life, was pardoned despite his sins. There is a warning

cjiurch-members. We must beware, and never allow our-
proud and self-reliant because we obey Christ's com-

e[xample, some people who rely on their obedience feel
f-righteous because they have been baptized and they
the Lord's Supper (or Communion). Instead we should

by these actions, for they remind us we were unworthy
could be saved only by God's grace!

Here

re ligi

A wise Filipino once said, "Neither our work for the church,
which many Protestants depend on, nor the church's work for us3
which most (fatholics depend on, can save us. The Lord Jesus is the
onlv Savior."

Someone
why do them'
not live sinful

"WhyDo Good Works, Then?"
may say, "Well, since our good deeds don't save us,
If our sins can be freely forgiven by God's grace, why
v and selfishlv?"

There are many answers to that question. We'll just mention, very
briefly, seven! of them; then we'll concentrate on the last one. I)We
are compellec to turn from sin and to follow God's will because of
gratitude. Wt work for Christ because He has saved us already, not in
order that He will save us as a result

I would n<j)t work my soul to save, for that my Lord has done.
But I wou d work like anv slave because I love God's Son.
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2)Because Christ came to save us not only from sin (that is, guilt)
but from sinning! "Call his name 'Jesus,' for he shall his people from
their sins." From being punished for sins, yes; but also from hying in
sin. 2)Because when we receive Christ we are united with Him. We
become new people; we have a new identity! "We died to sin; how can
we live in it any longer? Don't you know that all of us who were bap
tized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were there
fore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead...we too mav live a new life"
(Rom.6:2-4).

4)At our conversion we are given the Holy Spirit of God to live
within us. And He plants desires in our hearts which we didn't have
before. So, though we still have selfish impulses even after we become
born again, alongside of them we have new God-given desires to be
loving, kind, forgiving, pure, self-controlled, etc. (Gal.5:16-17,22-23.)
5)We also turn from sin for our own sake! In the long run (and often
in the short run too), sin hurts us and holiness helps us. Though it costs
to obey God, it pavs...and it pavs much more than it costs. £)Because
God is holy in character. And as a holy, loving Father He chastens His
wayward children when we keep sinning. (Heb.l2:5-ll.) 7)Because,
though we can't be saved because of our good works, we can't be'
saved without them either! For where there is true faith, good works
will always result Any "faith" which does not produce good deeds is
exposed as a "dead" faith (James 2:17). It's onlv fake, not a genuine
faith at all.

&}Because our works will be judged-though not as the basis of
our salvation. Since our main topic in this present study is God's Judg
ment of His creatures, this is the point we will emphasize now. The
Bible says in Rom.2:6 (and 8 other places in the N.T. too!) that God
will judge our works: 'He will repay each one as his works de
serve.'

That sounds as if our salvation is earned by our works after all.
But it isn't, as we saw above. Here's the solution to the dilemma: The
Lord shall indeed judge the works done by every human being.
But NOT as a basis or cause of our salvation or damnation. In
stead, His judgment of men and women's lives will determine the
degree of punishment measured nut to the unsaved in hell, and the
amount of rewards riven to the saved in heawn Please re-read
those emphasized sentences. First let's think, sadly, of those who will
perish. The unconverted will be sentenced to hell because of their sins
but also because they refused to turn to Christ, the Savior whom God
provided for them. If they had trusted in Him thev could have been
saved despite their sins. But they rejected God's costly gift of salva
tion-by-grace! Therefore they will be doomed to hell. All of them will
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But they will not all suffer equally there! Their works
■that is, their conduct, the good and bad they do-will
e of their punishment Jesus made this fact indisput-
He said that He "will reward each person according to
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_ e find this idea surprising, so let's look at other Bibli-
for it In Matt 11:20-24 our Lord strongly denounced
Galilee which did not repent even though He performed
miracles in their midst He said, for example, "Woe to
a! If the miracles that were performed in you had been
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago....I
11 be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of' for you." He went on to say the same about Caper-

be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judg-
you." He did not say that Sodom's evil people would
', He knew the inhabitants of both Sodom and Caper-
doom. But it's clear that in general the latter would re-

judgment than the former. For what reason? Because
ities differed. The Son of God Himself had taught and

jracles in Capernaum, yet they rejected Him. Due to the1 y had received, the respectable sinners (!) in that privi-
worse than the grossly wicked people of Sodom. And
on them would be correspondingly greater.
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the same idea in Luke 12:47-48. He drew His lesson
owners in those days treated their slaves. He did not
lone their harshness, but He approved of the principle
servant who hams, his master's will and...does not do
wants will be beaten with many blows. But the one

know and does things deserving punishment will be
blows. From everyone who has been given much,

ccndone
That

demanded." The principle is clear: Penalties for un
will not all be equal. For the guilt of some far exceeds

due to their greater knowledge, opportunities, etc. (I
U.S. when I reflect on that fact!)

were

h i t

is also found in the Bible's description of the last judg-
20:11-15. "I saw the dead...standing before the throne,
re opened....The dead were judged according to what
as recorded in the books....Each person was judged ac-
it he had done." As their conduct differed, so their pun-

c iffer in degree. What that means specifically is bevond
(;rasp. We leave it to the Judge of all the earth, who will
t is right But oh how we thank Him that the passage
another book-the Book of Life. Those whose names are
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recorded there will not go to hell at all, for they are redeemed by Jesus
our Savior, by God's grace through our faith.

Does This Principle Also Apply to Christians?
Yes. Writing to Christians, Paul says, "We will all stand before

God's judgment seat...Each of us will give an account of himself to
God." Again, "We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in
the body, whether good or bad." (Rom.l4:10,12; 2 Cor.5:10.) In other
places he tells why the Lord will examine our lives: The Christian's
"work will be shown for what it is." He explains that some will re
ceive a reward, while others will suffer loss of reward though they
themselves will be saved. He goes on to say that when the Lord re
turns, He "will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each
[born-again believer] will receive his praise from God" (1 Cor.3:13-
14; 4:5).

Also our Lord Himself says, "I am coming soon! My reward is
with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has
done" (Rev.22:12). In His parable in Luke 19:11-26 He makes clear
that the rewards He will generously give to His servants at His 2nd
coming will differ, according to their faithfulness. So the principle
seems clear: By the grace of God, all saved people will share in the
glory of heaven. Yet the eternal rewards of the saved in heaven
will not all be equal. For the faithfulness and zeal of some far ex
ceeds that of others.

So I believe we may draw the following distinctions between sal
vation and rewards:

S A L V A T I O N : R E W A R D S :
1. is Free and Unearned 1. are according to Works
2. is received by Faith 2. depend on Faithfulness
3. is a Present Possession 3. are Future Prizes

Of course there are joys and blessings right now, in this life, for
serving Christ. But the rewards we've studied above will be given
when Christ returns. Will He say to YOU, "Well done, faithful ser
vant"?
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THAT'S WHAT CHRISTIANS DO NOW
By Donalc E. Wildmon - President, American Family Association

The Supreme Court said it was OK to kill unborn babies.
e have killed more than the entire population of Canada.
;s. A woman's choice? Half of those who have died in
wombs have been women. They didn't have a choice.

In 1973
Since then, w
And it continues
their mothers
It is called abortion

Me? I
Christians

g<>
do

First, it
Then, grocery
millions via

was in dingy, dirty theaters. Then, convenience stores,
stores. Then on television. Now it is in the homes of

the Internet. It is called pornography.

Me? I go to church, the minister preaches, I go home. That's what
Christians do now.

calThey
thing so
of the
family broke

tragic
marriages

Me? I
Christians

g<>
do

At one
help and hoj|)
parades
it is endowed
Even some
homosexual

to church, the minister preaches, I go home. That's what
now.

it no-fault. Why should we blame anyone when some-
happens. Haven't they already suffered enough? Half

in America end this way. The children suffered. The
down. It is called divorce.

to church, the minister preaches, I go home. That's what
now.

llime is was a perversion. We kept it secret. We secured
e for those who practiced it. Now it is praised. We have

celebrating it, and elected officials give it their blessing. Now
id with special privileges and protected by special laws.
Christian leaders and denominations praise it. It is called
ity

Me? I g<|) to church, the minister preaches, I go home. That's what
Christians do now.

It used to be an embarrassment. A shame. Now a third of all
births are to mothers who aren't married. Two-thirds of all African-
American children are bom into a home without a father. The state
usually pays the tab. That is why we pay our taxes, so the government
can take the place of parents. After all, government bureaucrats know
much better how to raise children than parents do. It is called illegiti
macy.

Me? I go to church, the minister preaches, I go home. That's what
Christians do now.

253



At one time it was wrong. But then the state decided to legalize it,
promote it and tax it. It has ripped apart families and destroyed lives.
But just look at all the money the state has raised. No longer do we
have to teach our children to study and work hard. Now we teach
them they can get something for nothing. We spend millions encour
aging people to join the fun and excitement. Jsut look at the big sums
that people are winning, they will never have to work again! It is
called gambling.

Me? I go to church, the minister preaches, I go home. That's what
Christians do now.

Not long ago, Christians were the good guys. But now any posi
tive image of Christians in movies or on TV is gone. We are now de
picted as the bad guys - greedy, narrow-minded hypocrites. The
teacher can't have a Bible on her desk, but can have Playboy. We
don't have Christmas and Easter holidays - just winter and spring
break. We can't pray in school, but can use foul language. It's called
being tolerant.

Me? I go to church, the minister preaches, I go home. That's what
Christians do now.

Yes, all these things came to pass within 30 years. Where were
the Christians? Why, they were in church. All these things are for
someone else to deal with. Times have changed. Involvement has
been replaced with apathy.

But don't blame me. I didn't do anything. I go to church, the
minister preaches, I go home. That's what Christians do now.
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NEWS and NOTES
Edited by Bennie Hill

Crowley, Louisiana...is an
ticipating the fall revival with
Bro. Sonny Childs Sept 19-
22.

SCEC.continues the purposes
of SCC: to promote Training for
Christian Service. We are hop
ing that some of you who have
received scholarships from
SCEC will write and give us
some news of your activities,
thank you rotes, or college rec
ommendations we can publish.
We emphasize assistance to post
secondary education, and die
bulk of the grants provide schol
arships for students to attend
Christian colleges. For more in
formation rfe: financial help ror
scholarship or help on a church
project or m issionary project you
mav write: SCEC % Cecil Gar
rett at 399 College St., Winches
ter, Ky 40391.
Words of Life...The mission of
"Words of Life Radio Program"
is to tell the story of Jesus, the
Messiah. T lie goal is to reach the
English-speaking world, in need
of a Savior, Please consider be
coming a :eam member of the
Words of Life Radio ministry.
The speaker, announcer and all
members of the board of direc
tors, serve without financial com
pensation. Write us at P.O. Box
221. Sellenburg, IN 47172-0221
(Buford Smith)

Portland Christian SchooL.The
heart and soul of PCS remain the
same; only the face is changing
as PCHS is having a facelift
The summer's project includes
an addition, which will connect
the two classroom buildings, pro
viding shelter from the elements
during inclement weather, addi
tional office space, and much
needed restroom facilities.
Groundbreaking began May 16
as school officials gathered to
dedicate this work to ihe Lord.
What better way to rejoice over
75 years of the Lord's work
through Christian education to
watch His work growing?

WonHinnd Bible Camp...Senior
Week '99 is now history out will
be long remembered. The theme
was "A Relationship to last a
lifetime." Daily classes were
based on several of Max Lu-
cado's books: "Just like Jesus";
"In the Eye of the Storm"; "Grip
of Grace"; and "When God
Whispers Your Name." High
lights of the week included:
"dress-up" dinner; "Hillbilly"
dinner; horseback tiding & mid
night hayride; 11:30 p.m. wor
ship in the Greene-Sullivan State
Forest The week was a week of
spiritual encouragement as well
as a week of good Christian fun.
We encourage more high school
teens to join us next year should
the Lord tarry His return. (Alan
Borders)
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Fisherville (David Tapp)...We
report a good VBS June 20-25
with total enrollment of 68. 35
had perfect attendance and 70
came to the closing program. We
praise the Lord for 1 baptism. An
offering of over $200.00 was re
ceived and given to Maple
Manor Children's Home. A Re
vival Meeting is being planned
for the week of October 3-8 with
Bro. Kenneth Preston speaking.
There will be a homecoming
service Sunday Oct 3 at 11 a.m.
w i t h a p o t l u c k d i n n e r.
Fisherville is celebrating her
118 year of_-service in the
building-—We invite and encour-
ag^our friends to come and share
in this time of revival.

Salem (Mike Chapman) We are
nearing the end of a renovation
project on the church building,which includes new carpet, new
pews, a sound-system, and refin-
ishing the church furniture. The
old pews were donated to Hinton
United Methodist Church in Har
rison Co. who gave some to an
other church in a rebuilding
program following a fire. It's
good to see God at work. Also,
Salem is planning a large
"Homecoming '99" celebration
for any and all who ever attended
Salem". The date is October 17 .
Former ministers, friends, and
family members are cordially in
vited to attend. Contact Mike
Chapman at (606) 234-4570 for
additional information.

Kentucky/Indiana Christian
Fellowship (Bud Ridgeway)
was great! The day sessions av
eraged 66 and the evening ses

sions averaged 240 in attendance.
Wednesday night contribution to
missions was $2911.00. The
committee wishes to thank each
speaker and helper for their serv
ice during the fellowship. With
out the ones fixing lunch, coffee,
and setting up things, it would
not have gone as smooth as it
did. The committee is looking
for several men who would like
to serve on the committee for the
next three years or just for a year
or two. Give Bud Ridgeway a
call if you would like to be a part
of the committee. (502) 499-
0724.

Maple Manor (Ray Naugle)
Maple Manor has no empty beds
at the present time. There are 42
in the nursing division and 15 on
residential. The end of April the
50 ahead to open the new addi
tion was received from the state.
Some residents from the original
nursing wing moved into rooms
in the new wing. The need now
is for full staffing. Make this a
matter of prayer. Our goal is to
provide for our residents the best
care possible. We give God the
glory for providing a beautiful
and functional building and a
staff who put the welfare of our-
residents above all else.
Corrected Info

Sam and Joan Marsh live at
443 Wendv Bend Lane, Pine
Grove. LA 70453. Phone: (225)
777-4192.

It was good to see Sam re
cently during their visit to their
old Kv. home!
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