vadbaoNAL O DOCUMENRTES as llgted In the
' ICU L brary, this
of the for my files. CDH.

These are coples of the Sources from which Mr, Jewell
Matthaws drew Lo prepare his Typeacrlpt on the Farly Days
in fexas of the Disclples of Christ. :

One Version of that History wee peinted in the Christian
?@ur1e§ An 1936 ( April through Oct ) These are the puparve
he used . . o o : T

- Jewell Matthwes wes & grandson of Dpr, Mensel Vatthews,
became Lntereteed in preparing a higbory of ths Wovement
in Texaw, 4id much oo regionding and gathering fo material.
Ihen, bls untimely death brought 4is work to a finlsh baw
fore he had time to eomplete Lt and publish Lt.

Latrr, Mroe Jewell Matthews snd her daughter

Leapning that I wae interested in wrtiﬁiﬁg o history of the
siseiples Lo Texasy  gractbely tur ned over thegse-papers

to ma, for the Srite College of the Bible Libraky. v
tie Iypescript copiea are being filed and bound,”znd ‘these
original dopuments are rfow béing micro~-filmed Por - T
perasnent keeplngs There were 94 exposures on Roll 33 ‘some © -
iteps were aided later, e.g. V 29=32, -

Colby D.Hall.

CThey are ln PIVE PARTS ae followss
L. Some Fapers concepning 6o0llin ¥eklnney

Ii. Pupers concempin the Wilemthe, J.8,, and his sons C.M,
&Hﬁ of & g”f.a N o

IIl. Papers @dnaﬁrniﬁg Dy, Mensil Hatthewe : ﬁ

Ivﬁ‘iﬁiagra@hiaal é&éuéhvéf. Elder Jamen S; Huse '
Vo Hotesm on the @ér;y hiéﬁa&y of several Tex-e Churchesg %

VI.' Typescript of his articles for the Courler, with some é‘
| extra faractions thereof. " , 57@

L4Ne)
=33
b'.ﬂ-%l
Fhass




',_Sketvhtof collln xoxlnncy, ypet
+’0ollin McKinney : by . Maggle Kelly <
 -Copy .of ‘& print ‘of .the :photograph’ [
L Plcture of ‘the~ 0la- colun“McKlnney Hom
_Copy.of. the Mexlnnay Weekly ~:Demeorat=
‘Thursday Juns .4,1936 Pages 154,458,
-‘copy of. McKumey Dauy coururp azette
T .. yped data e.bo.zt couln HoKinne ¢
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.'L. Biography of C.M.vlllment.
~-Mac Wilmeth Cook, June 1936, with te
2 ~JsReWilmeth .The 014 SOIdI.ar ;0elled it
‘by his davghter Clementine: wtlemthf*ara
3. Mrs.’C .M.wumet.h. two pages typed. .
', - Flrm -Foundatlion ‘ :
#. ’Lctter. ‘tyed, tl‘om Ebony‘ Te
‘Clementine W, -Bradley -
5. Letter, typed Trem Ebony :
-Bradley about’ J....wllmeth, Ll

6. Letter, seript Trom ¥azghe
marrl ge o;.the

Ixz.ﬁf

FET
T

PR

_. Letter. acrlpt, rrom J.
et Rockwall, ,_—_5,T€X&8 1NOVe 26,1 : 88d ‘one:;
‘,2.‘ Letter, Tipt rrom ,' gle G,Milby ‘Hou
7" dated .peb. 1§3 ' Sk
_*7;"‘730 Létter typed. 0.3
I:.etter. acrlpt trom Hasgie Kell
SXetch, typed, of - Aunt Ellza M1 L
Notes ‘conceraing Dr. Matthewa, typed -one :pag
¥ cllpulng from FiWorth Star-Telegram. Oct. 30 1949,
.7 "sky Filot Escapes Confederate Noose .. -Dr, f“atthewa
' Be I gertifizate No. 371 by Geo W, .0e ‘Actin'faynmast:r
. Ge 'thter, aoript from Euza Currle, Cleburne .xl'exas‘
#:.40e Letter, soript, from ¥argrette Buser)?)

-.'-'11. Certified CVpys 1{0.47. Repubno of Texas;.
= -.0 K. W ol’.ﬂtthewa -
/124 L8tter from -Harrlet smither, Arcbivist~‘StasevL1‘brary
7. 7Austin, Texas 3 election-of M.W.Matthews 'as Land Conile-,
'13. Gbppept an mcerpt from the Journal of . -House -of “‘epre=
- aentatives PE ‘Seventh COne;rese of the “epukie of- Texas, -
: 1&. Al’amphlet ‘"Ben Mllam , iero of the. Atamo’ cltyz COpy
o Ki‘mm pase ) 16-19, ahowlns hla relanon wlt : Anne w
a u¢ nﬂey

J15. A photosraph roa an early oouple. could !.t '
Hat hewﬂ b “'-:‘- S

{foura
em

..,A'

f A “bound typed copy of % “Blographlcn SRetoh of ”
X Jamu Sandford Muse 10 pages, , accomapnied by“two lcttera 5
rr.om Jamu H. Buu -and one from llorganh}tu S
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e / P co;;,:g uexmr_x oy:

The sketch of the 1ife of Goumhxumo ‘given below, "
republishec at the Mequeat of the members of: tho familles’ ‘of. i
descendants. $t wen £irat published in- 1900. and the rcquos
be given again.is the result of & desire of the.
of the McKinney family to bave’ 1t. in'a fora

The following &rtlclc 1n regard o' 0l1in ‘MoKinney ..

Pioneer 1life was written by an unknom author which ‘wiia’ £ qund ‘among
some old gepqra. 3 5 :

. uch of interest 1n our oolonlal da ro hes'

. this worthy pionecr. Coliin llcxinnny ‘whg A nanv

Aprn 17, 5::l.'f76. ‘he nane is ot Pcotch cxtraot.ion

t,hgy settled An Hew Jergey about thc nlddlo.;: :;.
father, Paniel ¥oKinney , was one of ‘the @aring: } ;
jn the tea,gpiccde at Soston, ‘and & leading epirit’of fth‘ ’:"Wl\lu‘mo
5lainot.her 8 DAbe Was “att.ic Bllt.cm. &-noble -daugh L. trlm
per od. . = o
Wuile yot a mrc yout.h, 1n178
hla,pa-c:.‘;.i e tllEln then to ‘the’ cxt.rcme
frontier of Xentueky att.lmg near.. cra
xnown &s MpKinney ALY Stations
“n There at durerent posts along' the border ‘confines
®dark and bloody ground™ Collin McXinney:continued to’ reaid-.bdttlins
with the #ndians and experiencing all of  the cvicissitudep-incident
the reclainmirg of the wildernesa, till about 1823-24 when:he re'movo
from Elkton for the far Sout.httat. :halting near :the preeent cit;'
dexirkana on Sept. 15,1824, P af terwards located :1n Hickipdn'a
Prarie, on ™ed River, then in Miller County, /Arkansas='riow Bémle
County Texas,- in 1834, and there continueé to reside until’ 1846
when hLe a.gamiovod Pouthweat, settling in what 1s now Collin County.
There he ‘cont¥hued to reside, an honored and useful citizen,*till.
his death ocourrsd, Sept. 8,1861. His aghes rest at:Van Alystine
During nis long residence in Texas, Collin McKinney ‘ever ..’
bore & ‘proginent part in the political affa!.ra .and public welfare’ ot
. his country. 8¢ was a membqr of the Provislonal Government of 1835, uhih
. preceded t o declaration of Independence< March 2, 1835~ and gave his - °
. young-nt. son into the service of that government on the. 15th.’ of T
Yec., 1835, He was the oldest member, being 7Tp years of age, of the: o
cmsultation that declared the. lndepcndonce of Texas, and &3 such . 4-.,'.
signed signed the declaretion of independence, helped to frame the - ¢
woonstitution, and represested Med Piver County in the four ARPRCE
congresses of the Republic. At this time “ed River Younty ombracod T
most of the territoru now known as North Yexas. Mepresentive McKinney
insisted that the several new counties should be laid ‘out, ‘as near
s possible, in areas of thirty miles sguare, A glance of the tiers of
northern counties on our state mape will show that he succeeded in

his efforts, and at least , reveal the beauties if not the windon of
. his 1d.ao

Although virtually retired from active participlt.lon in
pubnc affairs, during his last years, McKinney's opinion and counsel vm
.aizcgo go:ght :xédh:molilelrculatod. se ably and—eloquently opposed

ston a 8 colleaguss in their eff

“herokes indimas of Sant ;fm. orts to citizenise the

Like many of our pioneers, Mr chinmy 8 education was
1i2ited-"six montha in school When & mere boy"= bud his native intellect
and conmon sense made up for the lack of tuition, and he learned many
t.hln;n t.hnt EANnYy others of far bot.t.or a.dnntugu never agquired,

t



4to,.tum.;away anyom vho ‘Ap { LI
AL he_ had, or}could obt.l.in:f-',jlhat\,na ;Iant.o
% ot s e wap truly: Iploneer of:the o)
fllslousl “MeEinney ‘was:in early-1
byt boqm qulto llboralﬁ m«hia_viowsstiwl . ¥-cofnec
d r‘"'Bchumtlc t.'ms ‘the .Chr nraistian’ churel and .

-

[
AL, L -Pouy 5 ivcd tc nnn
dled May. 5 1804, 81" THecond ‘wife wah . Mips;
0+ iKY e iiWho {blfnﬂ.ﬁ.prﬂ: 14, 1805.?0: this
,'n;Lm CopiAay ‘and: xargarit.a who Were:
Baottl 'inn “am §gptt. ‘are the Sldest

j.hish}..i'orehud, aqunm.a
b ploaaanﬂ; 'Oll-roundod ]

” ! ; & h 524 e . A t I
t 'dltfox_jont,,goﬂrnmnta’ 'durxns his 1ife time.':
,111"’”""5:“!1{8“1;’68 : ::tiz:;z ‘of - the, Colonin

«United 8

f‘“’zn“ éperidefice-wis declared,:: f: the republic of Texas, '
§ronratar ey ; ad’ ' ,.xq.g ‘W8 . adnittodrinto

¥ u.i,z' 170




L B,

Maggle Kelly. . - . . 0

. Collin MoKinney's family and ‘his Braother Raniel ‘8"

family moved from Ky. to Bowie County,Texas in 1824.' Daniel and
his wife Peggy anda Danlel and Callin 6 mother(Marey ‘Blatchley)
MoKinney all died in 1825, Buried near Clarksville,: TQW;“’;??}O};
belonzed to the Christian Church at Elks Furk, :Ky.' Fhen ‘they ocame .
to Bowie. They had no Chureh untll sone. time beiween 1835 and 1840,
Elder Uates & Elder Moore and ,Colun"nqx‘lnnoy;;.o:;g&ninggfaomj;:um‘
before 1840 and when they uovod'Bp_,h_ore,'-_,nrat?cgmo;ﬁm -Ashley .-
and Sallle fanily 1844, then in ¥ec. 1845, Collin McKindy and’

and thelr daught Kilza Milam and-her 8 children,:she being a:
vidow of Jefferson Kilam who Gied Nov. 26,1844, “hen :in 1846-47 "
Williaa C. McKinney and his €amily,Scott "ium,;hiéffa.inn.;y,""é*?Mg.’,t}y;{&fn;d

her family and they broughtthe. mbmbgranaplo:ji"t,hg';faai'ﬁu.;;@mmﬁhf t

>

ucmn‘}"ﬂ " house. he waa' a “t’nodlat. 1h.r° 'aaunot'
that 1s why it was organized in ‘q;‘_;‘!_q't!hqdjﬂ.at; hom

Bowle in Nov. 1846, Inis Church was organized in Ungle’Carroll
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. Collin MoKinney's faaily and
¥aa1ly movea from Ky. to Bowie Count,
his wife Peggy and Daniel and 'Call
McEinney all died in 1825, B

belms C

. 26,1
Willisa C, McKinney and his damily, Scott and hia
her faaily and they broughtthe membership aof “the
Bowie in Nov. 1846, This Church was organized
Me ' fa wag a MBthodlst.’ *here was
» 80 they met  each Punday ‘in some ‘hom

that is why it was organized 'in a Me

¢ & One of the n'{;)ét'HighTIV
Agrigultural Counties in the
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McKinney business men, who spend much of their spare time
at this popular resort.

Three modern picture shows, showing the most modern pic-
tures, are open to the public each day and night of the week.

EDUCATION

One institution to which the entire citizenship can point
with much pride is the McKinney Public School System which
has been provided for the education of the youth of our City and
community. With a Senior High, Junior High, four Ward
schools and a Negro school, McKinney is adequately equipped
to house the 2,393 pupils now enrolled.

Three years ago, the School Board erected one of the finest
High School Football Stadiums in the State at a cost, of approxi-
mately $9,000. During the current year 2 beautiful brick Ward
School has been erected at a cost of $30,000.00, a modern brick
Gymnasium completed at a cost of $45,000.00 and the High
School building refinished on the interior. These improvements
during the past few years have been made possible by our local
banks and business men and without any addition to the taxes
of our City. The total property valuation of our Public School
System is approximately $400,000.00. There are 76 teachers,
7 Principals and the City School Superintendent, with a total
of 89 people employed in our school system and an annual main-
tenance budget of $103,000.00.

The McKinney Public School System ranks 8th in the
number of credits in the State in affiliation with the State De-
partment .of -Education, exceeded only by seven of the highest
ranking -cities in the :State in population. It is also a member
of the Southern Association of Colleges. The above ranking is
obtained through the teaching of the following subjects with
the amount of credit allowed in each subject: English 4; Ancient
History 1; Modern History 1; English History 1; American
History 1; Civics 1; Economics V; Algebra 2; Plane Geometry
1: Solid Geometry 14; Trigonometry 14; Latin 4; French 25
Spanish 4; General Science 1; Physical Geography /2; Biology
1; Zoology 1; Botany 1; Physiclogy V2; Chemistry 1; Physics 1;
Vocational Agriculture 4; Home Fconomics 3; Mechanical Draw-
ing 11%4; Shop and Woodwork 11/4; Bookkeeping 1; Stenography
2: Typing 1/3; Commercial Arithmetic 1/5; Commercial Law 153
Public Speaking V4; Band 2; Choral 1.

COLLIN COUNTY

Collin County of which McKinney is the County Seat, lo-
cated wholly in the famous “black land belt” of Texas, is one of
the most highly productive agricultural cdunties in the United
States. For nearly a century some of its farmland has been in
cultivation without the use of commercial fertilizer. The soil,
climate, temperature, altitude, location and rainfall are ideal
for intensive crop rotation and diversification. It is not unusual
to see cotton and crystal wax White or Yellow Bermuda onions
growing at the same timé in the same field—the onions planted
in February and harvested in June and the cotton planted be-
tween the onion rows in April and harvested in October and

DAVE CHRISTIE FARM BEEF CATTLE

COLLINSBROOK FARM “SHORTHORN” REGIST
CATTLE HERD



Thils " Copy of a print of the photo graph of Collin EcKinney"
must refer to the rpint in thsi Mckinney Weekly %zzmkkmx
Yemocrat ( NoI 5 ). I do not reecall any mtter pilcture of

him and this was not sufflcent}¥ clear to reprint

in Texas Disciples. CDH T=-31-53,




epreeented Collin : county two

'who was more 10Ja1 to his Counory the orinciples for wnich 1t

‘fOught-than Collin McXinrey."
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The 014 Soldier Called Home.

Brother J.R.Wilmeth, well-beloved teacher and preacher of Texas

| asleep at hls home near Ebony. Texas October 30,1919.3urving him

‘his wife, Mrs. Clara Antonio Wilmeth, eight children- A.C.Wilmeth

ppder, lexas;J.B.of Fort Worth; J.R.Jr., of Ebony;Mrs.Clara Miller

an Angelo; Mrs. W.T.Malone, Urs.E.O.Dwyer, both of Ebony; idrs. JR

y of Dallas; and Mlss Grace Wilmeth of Austin; also twenty-five
children and seven great-grandchildren; two sisters,Mrs.Annie

and iirs.iartha McKinney of Gunter; one brother H.F.Wilmeth of

ney.

Brgther Wilmeth was born in Lawrence County, Arkansas,Oct.17,

The family moved toTexas and settled near where McKinney now
g in 18460

At the age of twelve, he obeyed the Go
rother Polly. In 1857, he went to coll
suit which his mother had spun and wo
nds. He did janitor work angd
go as far as possible.

hile her he was a student o
ed from Bethany, he married
t McKinney , Texas.

spel and was baptized by
ege at Bethany, Va. He
ve, cut and made with her
preached that he might make his

T Alexander Campbell. When he
Miss Martha Florence Lowry, near hig

n July 20,1868, his wife dled, leaving him with five small

eén. After this, he traveled in Mexico, studying their

ge and customs, teaching and preaching among them. Also in

y wilth his brother,C.M.Wilmeth, he attended school at Lexington,
ky, where he finished his 8chool days. While there he was g
t of J.W.McGarvey. '

n June 15,1875, at Bryan, Texas he married Misg Clara Antonio
Ze '

ved him years ang years ago.
© taught in Add-Ran College at Tno
¥y, at San Marcos, and many other
Corinth ,Arkansas where he asigst
llege there. Since then he hasg 11
8 County, g quiet little nook on
ive miles from Brownwood.
re he lived g busy, active life.
busy about the place, or if he wg
€ rested by reading or writing. .
T publication. His mind was a wel
nes a bullder. He tried to builg
ilong. e
ded pecans. He 1iked to see things
was poetic in nature, kind, and co
d things in life. He was humble. He did not seek honor for
He walkeq the humble paths of 1ife ang mingled his life
With the lowly. He was always trying to 1ift his fellowman to
T purer plane of living

rpe Spring. He taught at
places. Hig last teaching

ed his brother,C.M.Wilmeth .
veéd on his farm Y¥i€ar Ebony,
the Colorado River, about

When he was at home he was
8 too tired to work with his
He read extensively and wrote
th of useful knowledge.

to the good of future
rchards and gardens and
grow and improve.
urageous. He did not ming

im as warmth from the sunshine.Friengd

gates and he made himseld

He migled freely with the
S community. He taught in their homes and preached far

® 1n their churches and school houses. He advised with those
ted advice, comforted those who needed comfort. He remembered

‘WS 8nd orphans and was always a friend to the needy.




He was not rich in this world's goods, but was always rich
enough to help someone elge. I always thought of him as laying up
treasures in hegven. _ v

He never gave up preaching entirely, although he had grown deaf
d feeble. Only last summer during a re-union at his home, he
de horeseback by himself seven miles to a little place called Ridge,

fill an appointment. He came back Honday so happy because every=-
e had been so kind to him, and even the little children had told him
at he preached a good sermon.

1 August, I think, he rode horesback across the river to New
pe, a little place near Richland Springs, to be with Brother
Ellmore in a meeting. He stayed during the meeting. Soon after he
me home he took his bed and was not able to be up any more, Hosts
" friends poured in from day to day, and when he was free from
1in his mind was alert and he was eager to talk and plan for the

ure. . .

This was a glorious year for him. The rains made West Texas blogsom
the rose. He called his children home Jul 10 for g family re-union.
orchards were breaking with their loads and his gardens bearing
bundance that could never be gathered. On the day of his death
gardens were still bearing luxuriantly and his pecan tress
ring down their abundance. '

Many friends gathered for his funeral. Brothers J.B.Jones
Walter Cook both made begutiful tributes to his life and work.
an who was modestly great; whose life was rich and ripe; a
igtian faithful until death, who loved his God with all his
rt, his soul, his ming, and loved hig néighbor as himself.

‘ : His Daughter,

Clementine Wilmeth Briley.



Add<Ran Christian:Collége
years, then-establishéd:N
later moved it to:Corinth
‘glorious’ work ‘for elght year
~ 7 In 1897 he:moved:hl:

+Mexico

. familles, to Tamplco,  exic
.- for the purpose of glving the Go d :
«_iﬁtoﬁasjmany]of‘therMexicanégasngpsiple; t wag ‘there that’
,*glnoblejman1of3God{dled,ﬁleav1nngIS£e””,ilméxh’t'ﬁfinlsh“tb
" work of rearing and training her six'children. Here 1 f
7" constralned to lncorporate the:obituarygbr531stergwulmethf}¢
" mother, written by Brother,Wilmethiin;hiéglaatﬁquicénﬁbette
~ that appeared in the Gospel Advocate,October 20, 18983 ' .-
Lot MMrps Mary Irene Rutherford was born. in Summer County,
- Tenn., Oct. 17,1824, and died at Bryan City,Mexico,Septe9, . . .
'1898. She was the daughter of #arner Lambesh and Lucy Jordan:Tu
‘%and their only child,excep ing a son, who dled many years agos
"ghe -as educated at Abbey lnstitute,Lebanon,Tenn., where she was
anited in marriage to.Griffith Kutherford, the grandson of Gen .
Griffith Rutherford of Revolutionary 'fame. He husband lived only
a few years and left her a widow with two 11ttle daughters,lucy
Jordan and ilary Griffith, the latter being born after the death
of her father. Mrs. Rutherford devoted much of her life to teach-
ing 1in Middle Tenn, educating her daughters at Hope Institute undexr - & -
Sister Crarlotte Fanning. After the marrlage of her youngest daughter. .
to the writer, she moved to Texas, and made our house ‘her home  t111 . "
the day of her death. Earl, in 1life she obeyed the Gospel and in:
those days enjoyed the preaching of such ploneers as A.Campbell,
Tolbert Fanning, .Sandy E.Jones, Ueorge W.Elley, B. F.Hall, 7
Alezander Grahad, Allen Kendrick, J.J.Trott, and Srother Eichbaume
. She knew more of the New Testament than any other wmoman with whom -
I have been intimately acquainted, often quoting at our evening '
family worship whole chapters of the Sacred Scriptures. She, as
her father before her, clung to the Bible in life and in death.
Both of her children, and all of her grandchildren, and her only
great-grandchild, were at her bedside, and, with many tears we
tenderly laid her away on the banks of the beautiful Tamesi."




BLBeLellettlmeth- Page 2,

This 1s the last writing of Brother #ilmeth. A son-in-law
was also buried in that country, and finally the dreadful fever

and only sister, moved to Dallas, Texas, where she lived until
1911, after which she moved to this city.

word of God was that upon which® she =ags fedd most as she grew to
womanhood, and upon which she continued to live, you will not think
it strange when I say that she was one of the sweetest mothers

I have ever geen. I will ever be thankful that it fell to my

We thought the end would certainly come in December, 1920.
Her undying love for her children was indeegd beautiful. *hey were
all with her except Joe Brice of CamBien,N.J.,W.L.of Washington,
D.C. and irs. Moger of Balllnger,Texas. He one degire was to live
to see them and to talk with thenm before ghe went away. With
this God blessed her and her children. She revived greatly after
they came, and even gained sufficlent strength to sit up in the
bed some. But this could not continue. A charge for the worse
came, and soon she fell asleep in Jesus and angels took her home.

close this without a word of bralse for Sister Wilmeth's sons

and daughters. I wish all mothers had such children! The influence
of the only Book that developes in our souls that love divine

and tenderness that only God can give, was seen 1n the love and d
devotion of her children to her. They gave all that love could
give. the Lord bless angd keep them, and may they never forget,
that if they will ever love those truths this mother 80 dearly
loved, and ever live as she taught them, they dmome day will

see her sweet face again, and can be with her forever.

- , : S.H.Hall,
“os Angeles, Californis.
From Firm Foundation.

took Brother Wilmeth; ang his widow,with her six children, grandehilq,

When you think of her early training and the fact that the pure

=D
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Bbony, Texas /;azi; ‘;I

April 30, 1936

ekl rir, ,,é Pt

Jewel Mathews
Temple Texas

Dear Bro. Mathews: ‘

, 2l cirre

Your card has been referred to me. I hope T haven't delayed too
long. It seems that I just couldn't get. at it any sooner this weesk.
It is a privilege to tell you of my father and Uncle Mack, but there
are so many things to tell, I hardly know what would be the right
things to select.

I have two clippings, one Papa's obituary and the other Aunt Griffie's.
I'm going to send them fto you, but since I have no copies of them, I'1ll
have to ask you to return them. ’

A
We o [

Since writing the article at Papa's dsath, I found out from his sister,
Aunt Martha McKinney, that when Papa started to college at Bethany he
rode off horseback, but before he got there hs s0ld his horse and szd-
dle and walked the rest of the way. The funds were to help him through
college. He earned his board and lodging along the way by helping chil-
dren with their lessons at night. He had taught and prezsched before

he went to college, and he was very efficient in showing children short

cuts in Mathematics. -
- QZ&M

About six years ago Ivisited Bro. Bob Horn to find out some things
about papa. Bro. Horn was at Lexington when Paps came there. Papa -~
came in his ox wagon and brought some things for Bro. Horn. He sold
his oxen and wagon when he got theré for.funds. Papa-preached all a-
round Lexington and through several other states I think. He told me
once that he and Uncle Mack walked to Niagra Fzlls.

M&—W
e A g2l .
pash N FO s R Cotenty

I lsarned from Bro. Shirley at Fort Worth thet he went to school )
to Papa at the schoolhouse in Papa's yerd at his home near McKinney, ™~
befors the war. I leerned from my brother A, C, Wilmeth, thst Papa built
this schoolhouse himself after he returned from Bethany. It was his
dresm to maks it into a college and it was to be called Beacon College,
He called his home there Beacon Grove. The war ruined this hope. The
public school system was not set up in Texas until after the war.

Lo sror
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In the sevanties. Papa and Uncle Mack published at McKinney, Texus a s
mogezine called"fhe Texas Christiun Monthly." I huve & few copies of —
it. The reading is very intsresting. It speaks much of Add Ren College.
Fapa ‘delivered the first graduating addrecs there in 1878,
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There are many articles from Uncle Mack. The June number 1876 he
tells of a preaching tour which sterted from Granbury. I'll quote
the first paragraph: ' :
"The following Saturday I begen a fromtier tour across 4o
the Colorado. With much reluctance Itook lesve of my fam-
ily to traverse & countrynew and unknown to me. the desperate
condition of the State generwlly us to thieving, robbing,
N and murder would warrant many misgivings as to the safety
of the tﬁgéler on the frontier. But absorption of my mind
in my work and a feeling of divine support therein banished
& all thoughts of danger. My first days drive, through a bro-
Wi ken country of high lands and vallsys, prairie and timber,
brought me to Stephenville." ‘

He then mentions, in the course of his Journey, Comanche, Sweet Water

Valiky, Hemilton, Cowhouse Creek, Blanket, and Brownwood. He speaks

of holding a six deys meeting and organizing & congregation of about
—twenty at Hamilton. He speaks of holding a six duys meeting st Brown-
" wood,butgaid they were not yet organized..

- The college mentioned in Aunt Griffie's obituary as Margaret was
Nazarsth. That name Margaret was just z misprint. I attendsd the
school at Yorinth, and I think there is where Uncle Mack did one
oI hié finest pieces of work. It was moved to a place whers culture

. was needed and where it was appreciated. I have seen and heard of )

4 many of’those people since them, and most of them heve made good. T# '~ ¥4
It was from there that he made his fatal trip to Mexico. Aunt
Annie visited them at Corinth just before the move and came back

: to MeKinney with them as they went on their Journey. She said on
the last Sunday Uncle Mack preached on the twentieth chapter of
Acts, and whsn he had finished there was not & dry’eye in the houge.
/ I doubt if there was another preucher so beloved as was Uncle Mack.

Bro. MilHolland told my niece not long a%P that he once heard him in
debate and that he had nsver bafore hear4such a wonderful discourse,

3 nor saw one in debate conduct himself in & menner so Christlike.

: I do not know the date of Uncle Mack's birth, but he was 12 years
_~eyounger than Papa. He was born at licKinney =nd was namgffor Gollin

McKinney. I suspect that Papa and Uncle Mack did more' o plant the

cause in Texas than uny one else. Uncle Muck was more before the:

public than Papa, but Papa was a veritable KEnight of the Baddlebags,

never letting a little schoolhouse escape him.

T hope this will give you what you want. Uncle ilac hes a daughter
in Pallas, Mrs. Warren S. Yook, 4711 Virginia Ave. If you should need

other information, you could get it from her.

. We'wers.veryy glad to hear from you again., Memma is still liv-
E§§ ing. She broke her hip four yeurs ago and has to go on crutches., Her
> health is good. My brother and his interesting femily live with her.

We have a right good little congregation here. We would be glad
TE to ses you and Sister Mathews again. Uive her my ‘love.
N\ Fraternally yours,

0l rriirdine 2.

(Mrsy Clementine Wilmeth Briley




. : ELL -~ ‘ .

Ebony , Texas
May 7, 1936

Mr. Jawel Mathews
Temple, Texas

Dear Brother Mathews:

I have received your card and also the clippings. Thank you
for such a prompt reply. I shall be glad to tell you something
about Grandpa. ’

/;7 Joseph Brice Wilmeth wes born of Williem and Mary (Crawford)
Wilmeth in North Carolina, Sept. 11, 1807. My cou51n Lillard Wil-
meth of Phlldelphla who hss made any intensive study of the Wilmeth
family tree, and who was sent by president Wilson to Burope to take
relief to stranded Americans there at the outbreak of the war, giv-
ing him.opportunity to also study it there, found that Grandpa's
grandfather came over to America from Ireland for the purpose of
27obta1n1nv religious freedom.

When Grandpa was but & bey he came with his parents to Me-

= Nairy County, Tenn. There December.26, 1826 he married Nancy Fer-
guspn; daughter of James and Martha {Hogge) Ferguson. Her birthplace
wes on the Caney Fork of the Cumberland River near Sparta, Tennessee.
Her ancesters came from Scotland. She was the granddaughter of Col.
Ferguson of Kings Mountein fame. She was a tiny litile woman, but
she was full of wisdom, and she was the power behind the throne in
Grandpa's life. Her chidren adored her. My motheg,who has lived on-
three continents, says till yet that "Mother Wilnleth"was the grand-
est woman she ever knew, far excelling her own"high-falutin'" kin,

In 1831 Grandpa with several other kindred families moved to
Sithville in Lawrence Gounty Arkansas. Here for about 14 years he
was a very busy man. My father writes of him thus: " He rafted
timber to New Orleans, became village blacksmith,served as Unit
States soldier, escorting Choctaws and @hickasaws from Mississippi
to Indian Territory, farmed, raised live stock, served as clerk of
the courts, preached the gospel. This last was the unexpected, but
he learned from some AY¥)gd¢ Arksnsas preachers a practical gospel
and he soon determined that it was his duty to preach it to others.
This he did without money and without price and without serious in-
terference with other business, for he made his own house a chapel
for Christian teaching and worship, to which his neighbors were of-
ten invited on Lord's days and nights.”

R




In 1845 Grandps got hold of a pamphlet telling about the
"broad and fertile prairies in the Three Forks of the Trinityyi
located in Peter's Colony. It also told of the grant of title
fres to one mile square of land to every head of a family loca-
ting there. Thereon Grandpa determined to possess himself and
family of a home in Texas. He took with him two other families
and two young men, but he furnished almost everything himself.
There were six wagons, some with oxen , some with four horses,
and soms with oxen and horses combined. There was also Grand-
mother's carryall drawn by one big horse. Thers were 40 hedd of
loose stock and 200 head of sheep. Papa, then 10 yrs. old,- tods
horseback and drove the sheep. .ﬂ‘ﬁ.uf_g.& bith 1 O-edotap

In those wagons were. plenty of guns and ammunition, all kinds-
of farm tools, a complete set of blacksmith tools, plenty of heavy,
homemad e bedclothes, Grandmother's spinning wheel and loom, and pro-
visions for all ths company for six months or more. There route led
by Batesville and Little Rocky Clarksville and Paris. Paris was then
cilled Pinhook and had about a dozen cabins. There all signs of ciw-
ilization ceased, and thay struck out across the prarie trying to
follow a dim old wagon way called the Military Wy mrail.

“They camped on the banks of the Trinity at Dallas not far from
wherse the Union Terminal now stends the day after Christmas, 1845,
There were only thres house‘étanding. Thinking that Dallas was not

to be the county site, «ll the others had besn moved &Way. John
Neely Bryan's house was there. ‘

They selected their headright near where Grand Prairis now stands,
They built a good house of hawn logs. They moved in Teb. 14, but
they did not dure have a light in the house at night for fear of the
Tndisns. HY half sister, Mrs. Malone was tellihg me this avening thet
Grandma told hsr thst the Indizng used to coms ther “and get her two
youngest children and tuke them off. She didn't dare let on like she
careds She didn't know what they might do with them but she knew it
wouldn't do to oppose them. They would take them out on the prairie
awhile then they brought them back, saying she was "much brave."
Fear of the Indians increased until they left there heudright there,

fine growing corn and all, and began to drop back to stronger settle=
ments sast of +thé Trinity. .

It was then Grandpa would have gone on back to the poor hills
of Tennessee. When the camped within a few miles of ¥ the eastern boundary
of Peter's Colony;ggﬁgxggiermined never to cross this boundary. She
hed seven sons and three daughters. At brezkfest, after a few toars
she told Grandpa that while she lived her children should never be




. carried back to Arkansas or Tennessee, and within the bounds of
Peter's Colony should her body be buried. Grandpa was submissive.
Within & week he purchased for $600 the claim of Moses Wilson two
miles north of the McKinney court house, and there stands the old
~, house today fronting wsst on the peved highway passing from Mc-
~ Kinney to Sherman. ' '

‘me of the first things Grandpa did wes to sest an old black-

smith ghbp:inithecbatk yerd with split logs snd use it for a church
mesting place. To this he invited his neighbors. Aunt Martha told
me that a preacher came to Grandpa telling him how badly he had been
treated, that where he had been they wouldn't let him preach. Grand-

pa gave him permission to preach in his blacksmith shop. The man
was preaching away when he remarked that there were™infants in hell

not a span long. Grandpa ross up out of his seat, pointed a stern

finger at him and said, "Stop that! Stop that! You can't preach that .4
under my roof.n

E IN later yesars Grandpa built an upstairs to his home with
the stairs reaching it from the outgide. This he seated and for
\g a long time used it for & church meeting place. He boasted that
he never accepted a dollar for preaching in his 1life. He wus al-
ways highly offended if anyone offerasd him anything. I'll quote
43 what Papa ssaid about the church in hig house:
"As in Arkensas, so in Texas, Fatlbr mede his house a
place of Ghristian teaching and worship. Iy 1847 he organized =
church &t his house. He built an upstairs to his house and put a
:7 “stairway on the outside leading right up to the front porch. This
he seated with #UYFd chairs, and for a long time it wes used for
nothing else but a meeting place for the church."

G;&ﬁdpa and sevefal of his sons served in the Cigil war.
Grandmy maneged the farm and wove and made nearly all the clothing’
used by her husband and sons, even to heavy overcoats and blankets,

I know that Grandpa's home was always an inn for the traveler,
a home for the orphan and the homeless, and the preacher's home.,
Papa writing about them says: .

" The war ended, the cause goneysand two sons lost. Nine negroes
freed, the svidence of amounts furnished the army reduced to mere
waste paper, the twain addressed themselves again with their accustomed
energy to the problems of social and domestic economy, helping to i
build the Hew South. There house gs in the past,was still an inn for
the traveler and a place for Christian Bervigg."

Grandme died Jan. 14, 1892 and Grandpa died the next day.

They had been married 66 yrs. They were buried in the same tomb ‘
in the little cemetery not far from their home. 3
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ulmeth < — ey
goseph Brice Wulmeth ] s 9 Bacrry JEbe 7
DU_9211-07 N.C. | . Pt —lof  &Chuteln
m. Nancy Ferguson, small but gritty Cto
Col.ln Mcflnney Wilmeth Sames R. Wlmethhy 5y, 10-17-

b ;?%f Princ. Prep 1885-83 7-1835
2, M. Clara Antpnio Schultz

Wrs. Warren S.8oo0k izht
4701 Virginla Ave Dallas elght children

" “child w e he died" Ag. of R#W;Shyder; J.B. , FtW; n H

[~ ] " E |

Annie Mac Wilmeth Cook - J.R. Jr. Ebony g' |

Clementine Briley, Dalllas 3 4 |

Grace (of Austin) Ft®rth. Jno. Bateman f

#*%* Daut. wrote the qbltuary fﬁ’? f

Items in re 8o Brice Wilmeth

WEvangelistic extended to: Dallas, Dent ar Grayson Fagbnln

He surveyed and laid fof thé county'seat; was commissioner ,County; w
District Clerk, County vYudge ; outfitted liberally Confed army i

Lt. Col in State Militia whih he organized

Biog,of C M . Wilmeth b 1-2- 1848 at McKinney 2 mil s north
began p saching at 19- 1868 to Lexington for 4 yrs; thzere

studied Upanlsh to be mlssionary
_ Rutherford R
merried Mary Grifreth in Labsnaon ,Tenn, (1873) Dby Tolbert “anning

Texas Texas Chrlstlan Monthly, 1875 in “cKinney (by CM & J.R.)

L877 moved to Yallas; also preached for ist C C Paerl & Bryan,
- for nine yrs. To Thorp Spring "taugh AR "Number pf Irs"

- 886 est Nazareth Univ in Dallas
satsr movad to Corinth Ark, for 8 yrs
then to Mexico to fulfill life lone desire =-- took a colony of
. Americans 1897 had a clony to Tambco , est Lt there named ‘
. Bryanx@gkmmyCity. Dies of Yellow fever Oct. 12 1898 50

Chart:: members of Mcfinney che p 5 éﬁ /€§!€
156 m R
i%j& 214




Cirurch at oK1 nney Léind ing.

Agcordingmt@-& report, Qo_the Millennial Harbinger frop Breth&r
Yatem from Jeffersqnville Indi&na " he atatea that he organized

a Church at MeKinney Laning duil"ng the winter of 1841-#842
(Either‘1841 or 18421
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T B T VI an alystine, “exas,
ER Y Aprii 28, 1936.

Peay Jewell, - Feceived your letter some time ago, not being very
well and have had quilte a few letters wanting to imowhow they were .
related to Collin McKinney. 4+ hesitated to send out some of my '
p&pgrs/ﬂ'and to my sorrow they have not come back. I am sure they P
don t realize how dear all of this old stuff is to me. <+ was o
raifed by my “Yrandma Milam who was a daughter of Collin lMeKinney :
and her oldest son married Helen Matthews a daughter of Bro.
lansil Matthews{Married Collin Milam). + remember him quite well- i
Tall and very straight- must have been O feet-Blue eyes=-hair .
white and whiskers always so nice looking. You see Jewell, he i
was not related to me, but Aunt Helen died and left two little o
children Eliza and deff our mother died and left four of us, so
@randma raised us and We npever knew the difference in all b&ing :
brothers and sisters and we all said Grandpa Matthews." He : F
came often to our home, always so pleasant, + ecan Femember his i
preaching at Mantua. tg always smoked a pipe; long crooked stem.
Now you descended from his second marriage. 4f you have any
of the Matthews records, births, deaths, ,Wish you would eopy
and send to me. Uncle Joe and Aunt L&ura s last daughter died
four weeks ago, BEliza Matthews Currie, Bhe lived in Cleburne,
had no ehildren. Aunt Laura wa.s my mether s sister. So you see
that two of Yrandma’'e children married Matthews,tBkém Uncle A
Billie McKinney , Brother of Urandma,8aw John W, married &1iza
Matthews. So we all seem very eclose. Do you know where Grandpa
“atthews was living when he died and where buried, who was his
laBé wife? “o wigh 4 had all of this. Does he have any children
living by his lasgt wife? L know all are dead by first wife. I am
going to send you, hig pieture go you can have an ldea how he
Tooked if you don't remember him. You can return with my paper6°
1t belongs to Jeff Milam,

Wed. morning~ Kéived your eard this morning. L+ wrote
you a card last Wednesday. I shall ask you to please return my
‘papers and picture as soon as possible. This is rest of pastors
up to now- J.W.Holsapple and Bro. ligtley who is pastor now. I
have not been able to attend chureh for some years. We do love
our “hureh. "e love it the more because we know how our loved ones
struggled to make it possible for us. When you write this up,
Please send me a copy. * am not able to ‘take the Vhurch pa.peX.
Drop me a card when you'get this. Your “ousin,

Meggie Kelly.

How 1s your wife. I would like to meet her?
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: ‘Wian cnmigr
‘wo“ rothers bollin &n

famllioa of Toxaa plonoors and patriota

While“yot a. young woman, lrs. lilem A :

Sk = & mgphew of vole bon ngl nllam who foll nobly hattling

.. for Texas at Bexar. *t was ben K.Milam who' tlrst shouted: the Texa

- 'Battle cry for 1iWerty~_indesendence or Death"™ in the converntiosz

fTWhllo other apoke in wntapers, and brave men atood. appallqd while

ontemplating the great respongibility of their: poaltlonsi* R

11 m broke the awful stillnes by tho piorcins, tartling,

onthuaxuatic cry of "Igdependence .athb -

.7 . ¢he Texans raltied as one man' and the result was Ban Jacinto,

“the capture of Santa Amna, and the lexas independence. ‘hrough all

.the darx days of the Toxas revolution Mrs. #ilam was an unswerving

' patriott alding and abetting, encouraging and aqaiatins by evory :
means her resourcefull mind could suggest.

Settling with her husband in WUrayson bounty near the Golun
line thdy made a beautiful home until her demise she dispensed chatity,
hospltality with a liberal hand.

When the Confederate war came she was true to the South whicha
eho 80 dearly loved and sent are assisted all her sons to prepare.

for the long struggle while of her means she contributed frecly to tho ¥
cause, She was indeed a remarkable woman.
Burled at Van Alystine,




- e e
There was a sort of 5 neighborhood post-ofrice kept by &
preacher on Squaw Creek above Ashtons and fisar by was o smalil log meeting
house where people met for early religioas-services, which with an occg=
sloual sermen, consisted mainly of exercises in singing :
of transportation in those early days being the road wagon and horsge-back.
of great curiosity to the people when, one day
- (in 1859) a dignified gentleman came driving up Squar greek to the
meebing house in g top buggy, the first thet had ever been Been¥ L
occupant of this strange craft was Dr. Mansel Matthsws, a man of sych
- wonderful versality of talents as to be aple to not only preach with great
force, but also to conduct himself in the practice of professions of both
law and medicine, and bestdes which i% iz told of him that he was useful
Yo his fellow citizens in many other respectsvsgn the occasion of this viasig
(o Squaw Creek, although the doctor was of the Reformed ghristian Church
~whose policy eschews the excitement of the mourner?*s bench, yet so powerful
‘were his sermons in thejip influence y
‘ing after righteousness, that a rousi

pon these souls, hungering and thirpte

ing big meeting, fraught with loug shorts
of joy and glorification after the manner of the Methodists and Baptists, wgs

Let us proceed to notice a feyw of the men who have figured
public life, or in some way contributed to the pablic good. 7, 7, Matthews,
on of Dr. Mansel Hatthews, accompanied his fabher 10 Texas in the same party
d out from Tennessee by pavid Crockett in 1836. mhig Party of Tennesseesans

_ » Some of whom, like pr. Matthews, had theip families
% them, andin theip train was some 40

or 50 wagons. After crossing t he
88i8sippi at Memphis. Crockett Passing among the campers bade each woman and
ild and the men left with them an affects ;

lonate farewell, mounted his noble
bay charger, accoy tered for - battle and wai

Texas." Ag he gall eers for the Texas
Army. Little diq these spirited men then think that they were hastening t.o

bha, ¢ %gnrifie at the glamo, so gloriously remembered at San Jacinto. Judge -

tthes, then an eight year olg led,™ deeply impressed with the actions and

aring of this soldier leader. Him own father, after settling his family in

€d River County, hastened on and joined generay, Houston, was made army surgeon

and was with Houston, attending upon his wounds, when santa Anna was brought in
captive, pp. Matthesy subsequent to independence, represented Red River Qounty

2 the 1st Congress and in the constitutional convention. He also served as

resident of the Board of Land Commissioners of thas county. pr, s Matthews

28 truly a Texan since he hag lived and served the public in some of the capaciw

ies for which his broad mind was adapted in almost every. locality, having spente

89 - 0f 85 years, in wise County.

fme of his time in our territory. He died, at the
L i ds an inheritage from his father many of the
alities which deaignated him among his fellows as

ving his cap, hellowed "Hurrah for

ollor in his after

. » He married in

~on County, a sister of Dre. Secott and Ben Milam, who, too; belonged to a noted

dytof early Texans., Judge Matthews settled near Buchanan about 1861, and in
smoved to the west o.f the Brazos, ]

6 _ where he has since remained. He succeeded
8@ Chambers, the firgt County «Fudge of Somervell County and i

28 office six terms, first from 1878 to 1885'and again from 1888 %o 1895 - 12

f temper and deep
popular man of Somervell County. He died July

X urned by three son8, a daughter, 21 grand-
and o host of friands,
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pulse qulcken as he stands in Independence H.9.11 or before the

tomb of Waehington. Any Disclple may well linger before t.he_
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their' consciences distated. here were no, »&exican aoldiera or
officials in the viclnity, 80 they conducted jheir regular
Lord 8 Day worghlp and YIived thelr religion without”~ aerioua
molestat.lon. The only fears tlhey haa were the frequent r‘umor:a
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the Gospel, he began to preach. He continued to preach and
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he 1ived. During his.long life,
never accepted a ‘¢ent5°f'money,fof»hisipreacniné;
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